THE LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY SITE-WIDE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PROCESS

The United States Department of Energy (DOE) has a policy (10 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR]
1021.330) of preparing a Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement (SWEIS) for certain large,
multiple-facility sites, such as the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). The purpose of a SWEIS

is to provide DOE and its stakeholders with an analysis of the environmental impacts resulting from
ongoing and reasonably foreseeable new operations and facilities and reasonable alternatives at the
DOE site. The SWEIS analyzes four alternatives for the continued operation of LANL to identify the
potential effects that each alternative could have on the human environment.

The SWEIS Advance Notice of Intent, published infeeeral Registe(FR) on August 10, 1994 (59

FR 40889), identified possible issues and alternatives to be analyzed. Based on public input received
during prescoping, DOE published the Notice of Intent to prepare the SWEISHadbeal Register

on May 12, 1995 (60 FR 25697). DOE held a series of public meetings during prescoping and scoping
to provide opportunities for stakeholders to identify the issues, environmental concerns, and
alternatives that should be analyzed in the SWEIS. An Implementatioh Wésnpublished in
November 1995 to summarize the results of scoping, describe the scope of the SWEIS based on the
scoping process, and present an outline for the draft SWEIS. The Implementation Plan also included
a discussion of the issues reflected in public comments during scoping.

In addition to the required meetings and documents described above, the SWEIS process has included
a number of other activities intended to enhance public participation in this effort. These activities
have included:

» Workshops to develop the Greener Alternative described and analyzed in the SWEIS.

* Meetings with and briefings to representatives of federal, state, tribal, and local governments
during prescoping, scoping, and preparation of the draft SWEIS.

* Preparation and submission to the Los Alamos Community Outreach Center of information
requested by members of the public related to LANL operations and proposed projects.

* Numerous Open Forum public meetings in the communities around LANL to discuss LANL
activities, the status of the SWEIS, and other issues raised by the public.

The draft SWEIS was distributed to interested stakeholders for comment. The comment period
extended from May 15, 1998, to July 15, 1998. Public hearings on the draft SWEIS were announced
in theFederal Registeras well as community newspapers and radio broadcasts. Public hearings were
held in Los Alamos, Santa Fe, and Espafiola, New Mexico, on June 9, 1998, June 10, 1998, and June
24, 1998, respectively.

Oral and written comments were accepted during the 60-day comment period for the draft SWEIS. All
comments received, whether orally or in writing, were considered in preparation of the final SWEIS.
The final SWEIS includes a new volume IV with responses to individual comments and a discussion
of general major issues. DOE will prepare a Record of Decision no sooner than 30 days after the final
SWEIS Notice of Availability is published in the Federal Registdihe Record of Decision will
describe the rationale used for DOE’s selection of an alternative or portions of the alternatives.
Following the issuance of the Record of Decision, a Mitigation Action Plan may also be issued to
describe any mitigation measures that DOE commits to in concert with its decision.

L DOE National Environmental Policy Acegulations (10 CFR 1021) previously required that an implementation

plan be prepared; a regulation change (61 FR 64604) deleted this requirement. An implementation plan was prepared for
this SWEIS.
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Abstract: DOE proposes to continue operating the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) located in
Los Alamos County, in north-central New Mexico. DOE has identified and assessed four alternativgs for
the operation of LANL: (1) No Action, (2) Expanded Operations, (3) Reduced Operations, anq (4)
Greener. Expanded Operations is DOE’s Preferred Alternative, with the exception that DOE would only
implement pit manufacturing at a level of 20 pits per year. In the No Action Alternative, DOE wquld
continue the historical mission support activities LANL has conducted at planned operational levels. In the
Expanded Operations Alternative, DOE would operate LANL at the highest levels of activity currently
foreseeable, including full implementation of the mission assignments from recent programmatic
documents. Under the Reduced Operations Alternative, DOE would operate LANL at the minimum levels
of activity necessary to maintain the capabilities to support the DOE mission in the near term. Under the
Greener Alternative, DOE would operate LANL to maximize operations in support of nonproliferation,
basic science, materials science, and other nonweapons areas, while minimizing weapons activities. Undel
all of the alternatives, the affected environment is primarily within 50 miles (80 kilometers) of LANL.
Analyses indicate little difference in the environmental impacts among alternatives. The primary
discriminators are: collective worker risk due to radiation exposure, socioeconomic effects due to LANL
employment changes, and electrical power demand.

Public Comment and DOE DecisionT he draft SWEIS was released to the public for review and commdgnt
on May 15, 1998. The comment period extended until July 15, 1998, although late comments|were
accepted to the extent practicable. All comments received were considered in preparation of thg final
SWEIS. DOE will utilize the analysis in this final SWEIS and prepare a Record of Decision on the Ig¢vel
of continued operation of LANL. This decision will be no sooner than 30 days after the Noticg¢ of
Availability of the final SWEIS is published in tirederal Register

L Changes made to this SWEIS since publication of the draft SWEIS are marked with a vertical bar to the right Tr

left of the text.
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SMAC shipment mobility/accountability collection

SNL Sandia National Laboratories

SNM special nuclear material

SPCC Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures

SRS Savannah River Site

SSM Stockpile Stewardship and Management

SST safe secure transport

START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (or Treaty)

STC standard transportation container

Volume IlHiii
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SWB
SWsC
TA
TCP
TEDE
TEEL
TFF
T
TLV
TRU
TRUPACT
TSFF
TSP
TSTA
TWA
TWISP
UBC
uc
UCL
UCNI
UCRL
UN
UNM
URF

u.S.

Volume llHiv

standard waste box

sanitary waste system consolidation
Technical Area

traditional cultural property

total effective dose equivalent

temporary emergency exposure limit
Target Fabrication Facility

transport index

threshold limit value

transuranic (waste)

Transuranic Packaging Transporter
Tritium Science and Fabrication Facility
total suspended particulates

Tritium System Test Assembly (facility)
time-weighted average

Transuranic Waste Inspectable Storage Project
Uniform Building Code

University of California

upper confidence limit

unclassified controlled nuclear information
University of California Research Laboratory
University of Nevada

University of New Mexico

unit risk factor

United States



Abbreviations and Acronyms

U.S.C. United States Code

USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture

USFS U.S. Forest Service

USGS U.S. Geological Survey

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
VOC volatile organic compound

WAC waste acceptance criteria

WCRR Waste Characterization, Redu