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DOE-Savannah River’s Assistant Manager for Closure Project Karen Guevara discusses
the Savannah River Site Recovery Act Project at a meeting of Citizens for Nuclear

Technology Awareness.

Recovery Act Boosts
Savannah River Site’s Thriving
Relationships in Community

AIKEN, S.C. - The Savannah River
Site (SRS) is committed to performing
the Cold War-era cleanup safely and
with transparency. Oversight and direc-
tion provided by stakeholders is key to
keeping American taxpayers informed of
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act spending and progress as America
works toward economic prosperity.

SRS’s $1.6 billion Recovery Act pack-
age invests in the workforce and area

Savannah
River Site

FederalReporting.gov lists full-time
equivalent employees, which in-
clude prime contractors and sub-
contractors.

businesses to complete important
cleanup projects years ahead of origi-
nal projections.

“We are pleased that the community is
interested and supportive of our mis-
sion. The Recovery Act’s benefits are far
reaching and cover the cleanup of Cold
War relics and legacy waste,” said Jack
Craig, DOE-Savannah River acting man-
ager. “Now halfway through the Recovery

Continued on page 3

RECOVERY ACT
FUNDS BUDGETED: $1.6 billion

RECOVERY ACT

FUNDS SPENT:
(by August 2010)

FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT
EMPLOYEES:
(April to June 2010) 2 2 44 workers

$712 million
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Share in
Rewards of
Recovery Act

Unprecedented transparency is vital
to the Office of Environmental Man-
agement (EM) as it works to com-
plete $6 billion in American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act projects.

The EM Recovery Act Program is
steadfast in communicating to the
public how Recovery Act funds are
spent. EM is actively engaged with
community groups, regulators, Tribal
Nations, and other groups through
regularly scheduled conference calls
and meetings throughout the year to
inform them on Recovery Act prog-
ress, answer questions, and obtain
input.

In this 16th issue of Recovery News,
we draw attention to the Recovery
Act Program’s benefits to stakehold-
ers such as community groups, Tribal
Nations, and regulators. Read about
Joe Patti, a businessman in West Val-
ley, N.Y, who talks about the positive
impact of the Recovery Act work in
his community. In Washington state,
Recovery Act dollars are cleaning
up a large stretch of land of histori-
cal significance to regional Tribal Na-
tions. There’s also a story about the
Oak Ridge Office in Tennessee, and
its work with regulators, such as the
Environmental Protection Agency,
which provide guidance to Recovery
Act projects and participate in the

Continued on page 7
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Stakeholders Share in Rewards of Recovery Act

This 16th issue of Recovery News focuses on the Office of Environmental
Management American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Program’s benefits to
stakeholders such as community groups, as well as Tribal Nations and regula-
tors. We highlight Savannah River Site’'s (SRS) work with community groups
such as the Citizens Advisory Board, which provides advice to SRS on its
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cleanup.

In another article, we provide a perspective on the Recovery Act’s

impact in West Valley, N.Y. In Washington state, we show how Recovery Act dol-
lars are cleaning up a large stretch of land of historical significance to regional
Tribal Nations. We also focus on the Oak Ridge Office in Tennessee, and its

work with regulators.
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Recovery Act Boosts
Savannah River Site’s...

Continued from page 1

Act work, we have a strong history of sup-
port from the community.”

Citizen Advisory Board
Provides Advice, Input

One of those community groups is the
Citizens Advisory Board (CAB), which
was formed in 1994 to provide SRS and
regulators advice on cleanup decisions
and strategies. National and state agen-
cies such as the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmen-
tal Control provide input and recommen-
dations to CAB.

Comprised of 25 citizens from South
Carolina and Georgia, CAB functions as
a sounding board for the general public
and brings citizens into the decision-
making process through information ex-
changes and public workshops.

“We have committed to keep the public
informed, and that promise is central
to all that we do,” said Garry Flowers,
president and CEO of Savannah River
Nuclear Solutions, the SRS manage-
ment and operating contractor. “We are
fortunate to have organizations in place
that help us disseminate information.
The forums they provide are essential
to moving many of our cleanup projects
to closure.”

k& What you are doing
plays an important
role in our nation’s

future. You are doing
it safely and you are
on target. 77

U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn, on the Sa-
vannah River Site cleanup

The Citizens Advisory Board provides SRS and regulators advice on cleanup decisions and
strategies, based upon input and recommendations from national and state agencies.

Citizens Group Advises SRS

The 2,500-member Citizens for Nuclear
Technology Awareness (CNTA) is a non-
profit, grassroots pro-nuclear organiza-
tion. CNTA conducts educational pro-
grams to provide information about the
benefits and risks of nuclear technolo-
gies and advocates specific new mis-
sions at SRS.

Dr. Clint Wolfe, CNTA’s executive director,
cited a June breakfast meeting where
SRS representatives updated about
120 community members on nearly 100
Recovery Act-funded projects at SRS.

“That was an opportunity for the com-
munity to hear about the size and mag-
nitude of the project,” Wolfe said.

In addition, Wolfe was in a 40-member
delegation that met with legislators and
DOE officials in Washington D.C. earlier
this year.

“We talked to EM, we talked to congres-
sional leaders, we talked to (U.S.) Rep.
Jim Clyburn,” Wolfe said.

Clyburn is a key stakeholder who stays
keenly aware of Recovery Act progress
at SRS.

“You are making a critical investment
in our nation’s future by cleaning up
some of the most hazardous materi-

als in the state,” the South Carolina
lawmaker said in front of workers,

stakeholders, community leaders, and
elected officials at SRS in July. “What
you are doing plays an important role
in our nation’s future. You are doing it
safely and you are on target.” 0O

U.S.Rep. Jim Clyburn of South Carolina
speaks at Savannah River Site.




RICHLAND, Wash.

I l
FederalReporting.gov lists full-time
equivalent employees, which include

prime contractors and subcontrac-
tors.
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A worker views video footage of storm sewers from cameras set up by cleanup crews to evaluate current conditions before excavating soil

and replacing piping.

Recovery Act Funds Accelerate
Reﬁulatory Milestone
Achievement in Oak Ridge

OAK RIDGE, T.N. — The Oak Ridge Of-
fice (ORO) works closely with state and
federal regulators overseeing cleanup
progress on Oak Ridge’s 34,000 acres.
These regulators include the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Con-
servation (TDEC) and the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), both of which
provide guidance and help establish
regulatory milestones for cleanup work
performed at ORO.

Although much progress has been made,
ORO’s Office of Environmental Manage-
ment still has numerous cleanup proj-
ects to perform based on advanced
technologies to treat, control, and dis-
pose of radioactive waste, and the need
to remove excess aging structures. To
efficiently and safely accomplish this
work, ORO works cooperatively with reg-
ulators to prioritize projects based on
their environmental impact.

Through the Recovery Act, Oak Ridge and
DOE sites around the country now have
funds to accomplish key milestones as-
signed by regulators, and projects that
ensure a safer, cleaner environment.

“With Recovery Act funds, ORO has been
able to fast-track many cleanup projects
important to regulators, including critical
water and soil contamination concerns,”
said ORO Assistant Manager for Environ-
mental Management John Eschenberg.

Recovery Act funds allow ORO to ac-
complish many of the regulators’ key
priorities by excavating contaminat-
ed soil and treating contaminated
groundwater at the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory (ORNL) and the Y-12 Nation-
al Security Complex.

RECOVERY ACT g
FUNDS BUDGETED: $755 million

FUNDS SPENT: $255 million
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT
1,860 workers

The West End Mercury Area storm sew-
er cleanup project, Y-12’s greatest envi-
ronmental concern, is a prime example.
The Recovery Act accelerated this mile-
stone project by providing $8.3 million

Oak Ridge
S it e

FederalReporting.gov lists full-time (by August 2010)

equivalent employees, which include

prime contractors and subcontractors. EMPLOYEES:

(April'to June 2010) Continued on page 13
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Recovery Act Funds
Protect Aquifer at Idaho
Site, Benefiting Community

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho — The Recovery
Act is benefiting thousands of Eastern
ldaho residents by helping protect the
Snake River Plain Aquifer, their sole
drinking water source.

Using $8.2 million of its Recovery Act
funds, the Idaho Cleanup Project (ICP)
has begun fieldwork on grouting that will
inhibit rain and snow melt from infiltrat-
ing buried waste.

In what’s called the In Situ Grouting
Project (ISG), grouting will be injected

into 21 buried waste locations to im-
pede migration of contaminants under-
ground. Through October, 2,168 injec-
tions of grout, which is a cement mix,
will be completed.

The waste products targeted in the
grouting effort are from reactor research
and operation at the Idaho National Lab-
oratory in the 1960s and 1970s. Waste
includes glass and resins contaminated
with mobile forms of technetium-99 and
iodine-129.

Ultimately, an engineered barrier will be
built over the entire project area to
prevent infiltration. But with the end
of buried waste retrieval operations
years away, grout provides protection in
the meantime.

The latest grouting project has been
part of the cleanup plans since the
2008 Record of Decision was signed
by DOE, the Environmental Protection
Agency and the state of Idaho. With the
arrival of Recovery Act funding in April
2009, ISG’s limited duration made it an
ideal candidate for acceleration.

“This is the best possible near-term so-
lution until we build the surface barrier,”
said Brandt Meagher, project manager
of CH2M-WG Idaho, which manages the
ICP. “Now, all the preparation’s over.
We’ve got a good crew and our focus for

the next few months will be getting this

work done and done safely.” O

RECOVERY ACT o0rng
FUNDS BUDGETED: $468 million

RECOVERY ACT $236 million

FUNDS SPENT:
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT
907 workers

Idaho

National Laboratory

FederalReporting.gov lists full-time
equivalent employees, which in-
clude prime contractors and sub-
contractors.

(by August 2010)
EMPLOYEES:
(April to June 2010)

her income put a strain on her family’s finances at a time when her hus-
band had started a new job in sales. He wasn’t due for a full paycheck
for months.

“We’re a young couple,” she said. “We have two kids. We just built
a house. | wasn’t planning on quitting the workforce.”

The Recovery Act rescued Callahan. Hired by Argonne National
Laboratory in January, she now works as a project specialist in
waste removal.

“The people are friendly and the environment is beautiful,” Callahan
said. “I am really happy for the opportunity to work here.” O




ecovery Act

eanup in

West Valley Community

WEST VALLEY, N.Y. — The sta-
tus of underground waste tanks
and a contaminated groundwa-
ter plume — both a focus in Re-
covery Act work at West Valley
Demonstration Project (WVDP) —
have been of interest to the local
community for several years.

Take Joe Patti, a longtime area
resident, local business owner,
and founding member of the
West Valley Citizen Task Force.

He is happy nearly $63 million in
Recovery Act funds went to WVDR
which is using the money to in-
crease deactivation and decon-
tamination activities and acceler-
ate waste processing activities.

“The added funding provided
under the Recovery Act has ef-
fectively accelerated the environ-
mental cleanup at West Valley,”
Patti said.

About $4 million in Recovery Act
funds are being used to install
a tank and vault drying system
to evaporate remaining residual
low-level radioactive liquids from
the tanks, where high-level waste
was removed in 2002.

“It's another step in the right di-
rection,” Patti said.

RECOVERY ACT

With $6.5 million in Recovery
Act funds, WVDP is installing an
850-foot-long trench this fall to
prevent the spread of the con-
taminated groundwater plume,
caused by a leak in a process
pipe in a commercial facility that
reprocessed spent nuclear fuel
from 1966 to 1974.

Patti also believes the Recovery
Act funds have been targeted to
the right cleanup projects.

“The Recovery Act funds have
been spent responsibly in areas
that needed to be cleaned up
and in areas that were ready to
be cleaned up,” he said.

In addition, the Recovery Act
has reinvigorated the local
economy and increased local

jobs, Patti said.

As owner of West Valley Hard-
ware, Patti reported that he has
experienced an increase of more
than 50 percent in business vol-
ume. The increased activity at
WVDP has had a direct positive
impact on his business. [

West Valley

FederalReporting.gov lists
full-time equivalent employ-
ees, which include prime
contractors and subcontrac-
tors.

FUNDS BUDGETED: $63 million

RECOVERY ACT

FUNDS SPENT: $ illi
FunDs seent: $32 million
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT

EMPLOYEES: 136

(April to June 2010) workers

Rewards of Recovery Act...

Continued from page 1

k& The feedback I've gotten
from the public over the
last nine months is that
thanks to Recovery Act
funding, 200 people from
the area now have jobs
that allow them to sup-
port their families while
protecting the well-being
of millions of people who
depend on water from the
Colorado River. 77

Bob Greenberg, co-chair of the Moab
Mill Tailings Project Steering Commit-
tee, a committee independent of DOE
that reports to Grand County, Utah,
and which meets to discuss issues
about the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings
Remedial Action Project.

establishment of regulatory milestones for cleanup
work. The Recovery Act Program has 46 accelerated
compliance milestones, and 23 of them have been
met already.

The collaborative nature of the Recovery Act Pro-
gram is nothing new. Since its start in 1989, EM
has partnered with numerous intergovernmental
associations and other groups to reach out to af-
fected states, Tribes, local governments, and com-
munity groups. This cooperation has provided EM
with a sounding board to gauge new ideas and pro-
grams while ensuring EM’s work remains at its high-
est quality.

The partnerships will only continue to grow. On Nov.
8-10, EM site managers will participate in the annual
Combined Intergovernmental Meeting in San Diego.
The meeting is an opportunity for state, local, and
Tribal groups to interact, while EM senior mangers
provide updates and engage in productive dialogue
with the various organizations attending. O




Like a Good Neighbor, Lab Keeps

Pueblos Informed on Recovery Act Work

LOS ALAMOS, N.M. - Los Alamos
National Laboratory strives to be a
good neighbor to surrounding Tribes.

The Lab keeps local Tribes informed
about Recovery Act activities. Eight
northern pueblos, or Native American
villages, are scattered throughout the
mountains of northern New Mexico.
Tribal officials are interested in waste
transportation on local highways and in
any other activity that may impact land
surrounding the pueblos.

“We’'ve been in close communication
with the pueblos since before the proj-
ect began,” said Bruce Schappell, direc-
tor of the Lab’s Recovery Act projects.

“Our goal is to keep them well in-
formed and to answer any questions
they may have.”

Aided by the Lab’s Tribal Liaison,
project staff have met regularly with
environmental staff at local pueb-
los and conducted presentations for
the Governors and Tribal Councils of
local pueblos.

“We’ve met with the governor and
Tribal Council of San lldefonso Pueb-
lo, whose land is just down the hill,”
Schappell said. “As you might imagine,
the Tribes are interested in our environ-
mental cleanup efforts and the final dis-
position of the land.”

k& We do our best to
be proactive with our
Tribal neighbors.” 77

Bruce Schappell, director of
the Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory Recovery Act projects

The project team made a commitment
early on to communicate with Tribes
and to coordinate waste shipments with
the pueblos’ ceremonial or feast days
to avoid increasing traffic. Tribes also
receive weekly updates on waste ship-

ments that are transported on roads
that bisect the pueblos.

RECOVERY ACT apgs
FUNDS BUDGETED: $212 million

runos seent: $1.05 million
42 1 workers

National Laboratory
FederalReporting.gov lists full-time
equivalent employees, which in-
clude prime contractors and sub-
contractors.

“Being a good neighbor means that
you are proactive, responsive and keep
people informed,” Schappell said. “We
do our best to be proactive with our
Tribal neighbors.” 0

(by August 2010)

FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT

EMPLOYEES:
(April to June 2010)

His family is expecting its second child later this year.

Luu will work on the transuranic waste retrieval project, a Recovery Act-funded effort
that is helping remove transuranic waste from the Hanford Site.

NCOs are trained in a range of areas including waste management, radiological con-
trols, occupational safety, as well as forklift, crane and rigging operations.

“l was looking for new career opportunities and extensive training like the position
provides,” Luu said. 0O

I
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Savannah River Site’s Regulatory
Partnerships Recovery Act Success

AIKEN, S.C. — The Savannah River Site
(SRS) works as a team with regulators
to ensure successful cleanup in Recov-
ery Act projects.

Each project has a core team comprised
of U.S. Department of Energy counter-
parts, representatives from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
in Atlanta and the South Carolina De-
partment of Health and Environmental
Control (SCDHEC) in Columbia, S.C.,
and project leaders with Savannah River
Nuclear Solutions (SRNS), the manage-
ment and operations contractor at SRS,

4& Communicationwith
regulators allowed
SRS to make prudent
decisions that bene-
fited overall projects.

DOE-Savannah River Acting
Manager Jack Craig

according to Chris Bergren, an SRNS
project manager.

“Together, the team makes decisions
real time,” Bergren said. “We look at it
holistically instead of piecemeal. It is
much more cost-effective and it allows
us to determine upfront what the end
state will be.”

Precedent-setting projects, such as the
P and R Reactor deactivation and de-
commissioning, are benefiting from this
approach. Recovery Act funds are being
used to close these Cold War relics.

“A core team from the EPA, DOE, and
SCDHEC meet regularly to review prog-
ress of P-Area closure. It is anticipated
that decommissioning of the facility will
be completed in 2011, five years ahead
of schedule,” Bergren said. The closure
plan for R Reactor parallels P Reactor,
except that it will be complete six years
ahead of schedule.

Savannah River Remediation LLC (SRR),
the SRS liquid waste contractor, also
has a close working relationship with
regulators, enabling smooth and effi-
cient progress.

At SRR, Recovery Act activity is focused
on accelerating salt and sludge waste
processing and infrastructure improve-
ments to support waste tank closure.
SRR’s commitment to close 22 liquid
waste tanks in eight years also relies on
trusted working relationships with regu-
lators such as the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, EPA and SCDHEC.

SRS representatives and regulatory
staff members convene inclusive, early
discussions known as scoping meetings
to clearly define the expectations and
end states. This process is now used
elsewhere in the DOE complex.

Ginger Dickert, SRR manager of clo-
sure and waste disposal, said the
keys to regulatory success in closing
radioactive liquid waste tanks at SRS
are obtaining early and inclusive input,
recognizing the responsibilities of all
parties involved, and ensuring that the
interests and expectations of all are
fully considered.

“Decisions protective of human health
and the environment can be made more

Continued on page 13

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act-funded Accelerated EM Cleanup

American
Recovery and
Reinvestment
Act enacted
funding ac-
celerated
cleanup

President
Obama Inau-
gurated

First Oak Ridge
remote-handled
transuranic
waste shipment
to Waste Isola-
tion Pilot Plant

The 1000th worker hired
at the Savannah River Site
Recovery Act Project

The first

Oak Ridge
Y-12 National
Security Com-
plex kicks

off Recovery
Act work with
worker safety
briefings

First Savannah
River remote-
handled trans-
uranic waste
shipment to
Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

Recovery Act
shipment of
radioactive
waste off-site
at Y-12 Na-
tional Security
Complex at
Oak Ridge

Los Alamos remote-han-
dled transuranic waste
cleanup completed




CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation Company hosted a job fair in April for the
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation.

Recovery Act Career Outreach Expands
to Tribal Nations at Hanford Site

RICHLAND, Wash. — DOE contractors
are increasing efforts to share career
development and Recovery Act hiring
opportunities with Tribal Nations local
to the Hanford Site.

Since late 2009, human resources rep-
resentatives with DOE contractor CH2M
HILL Plateau Remediation Company
(CH2M HILL) have participated in three
career and informational workshops for
the Nez Perce, Confederated Tribes of

Umatilla Indian Reservation and the
Yakama Nation Tribes. The workshops
are part of CH2M HILL's efforts to es-
tablish a workforce to put its $1.3 bil-
lion Recovery Act contract to work ac-
celerating cleanup and demolition at
the Hanford Site.

“These events allow us to reach out
into the local Tribes to share informa-
tion about the work we’re doing and how
they can become involved now and in

the future,” said CH2M HILL Human Re-
source Specialist Jamie Hafer.

Hafer helped organize two of the events,
which welcomed other Hanford contrac-
tors. As a member of the Tribal Subcom-
mittee, she works to create awareness
not only of job opportunities but also
safety measures that are taken to pro-
tect workers on the Hanford Site.

Since Recovery Act funding was award-
ed in 2009, CH2M HILL has participated
in 15 job fairs and received more than
21,700 resumes and applications from
people interested in joining the work-
force to accelerate cleanup efforts at
the Hanford Site. O

4& These events al-
low us to reach out
into the local Tribes
to share information
about the work we’'re
doing and how they
can become
involved now and in
the future. 77

CH2M Hill Human Resource
Specialist Jamie Hafer
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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act-funded Accelerated EM Cleanup

Hanford nuclear
reactor basin
removed
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EM spends
more than
$427 million
in Recovery
Act funds

Waste Isola-
tion Pilot
Plant receives
8,000th
transuranic

waste ship-
ment

5 waste sites, 1 burial
ground in Hanford
300 Area completed
ahead of deadline

Vallecitos

Building in
Los Alamos
Technical
Area 21
demolished

SEVENTED!
River Site
cooling tower
demolished

Nuclear Cen-
ter cleanup
completed

Hanford K
Reactor stack
taken down
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Recovery Act-Fund-
ed Decontamination
Trailers Improve
Safety at Hanford
Tank Farms

RICHLAND, Wash. — About $1.3 million
in Recovery Act funds are being used at
Hanford to purchase four new, mobile
decontamination trailers that will greatly
improve worker safety in the tank farms.

The trailers house heated showers and
eyewash stations and will be placed near
job sites where workers might be exposed
to liquid waste or corrosive chemicals.

The trailers are a direct response to em-
ployee safety concerns. An accident pre-
vention task team listened to employee
concerns over several months and rec-
ommended that new equipment be pur-
chased to better respond to incidents
involving corrosive chemicals and radio-
active contamination.

The units being replaced are riddled with
potential problems.

The money used to purchase the trail-
ers is part of the Office of River Pro-
tection’s allocated $326 million in Re-
covery Act funds. [

Recovery Act Funds
Increase Tank Stor-

age Space at Hanford

RICHLAND, Wash. — Construction crews
recently completed work on six of Han-
ford’s underground waste storage tanks
that will lead to an increase in the operat-
ing level of the tanks by about 100,000
gallons each. The project was paid with
$736,000 in Recovery Act funding.

A Office of

River Protection
FederalReporting.gov lists full-time
equivalent employees, which in-
clude prime contractors and sub-
contractors.

Previously a mechanic at a local construction company, Stevens is glad
he joined the Project. He appreciates the quality of the management.

The increase in tank space allows for
additional retrieval and storage of waste
from the single-shell tanks until it can be
sent to the Waste Treatment Plant, which
is under construction at Hanford.

The project faced several challenges,
including high radiological and contami-
nation risks. Because of those risks, it
was decided that mock-up demonstra-
tion training was needed to minimize the
threat to workers.

“Getting this job safely completed in the
field was truly a team effort,” said Proj-
ect Manager Todd Erickson. [

RECOVERY ACT ornAg
FUNDS BUDGETED: $326 million

runps seent: $1.26 million
479 workers

(by August 2010)

FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT

EMPLOYEES:
(April to June 2010)

“This project is important because we’re cleaning
up a watershed (the Colorado River) in the west-
ern United States. The Recovery Act funding not
only gave a ‘shot in the arm’ to the local economy,
but it is helping a real industry,” Stevens said.
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Nevada Site Supports Complex-Wide

Cleanup with Low-Level Waste Program

Idaho National Laboratory

& Advanced Mixed Waste Treatment Project

b

NNSS remediation projects
and other generator sites that
strive to reach their cleanup
goals faster work closely with
National Security Technolo-
gies (NSTec), the management
and operating contractor for
NNSS, to ensure shipping and
disposal processes run as ef-

Ene onne

ot e POW ficiently as possible. NNSS
i has made several logistical
NM“T";‘SM . improvements, according to
.Paduw' P o NSTec Radioactive Waste Pro-

d gram Manager John Wrapp.
Perma-Fix Those improvements include

/" Oak Ridge ) .
v opening a new trailer drop
The Nevada National Security Site [ BAWY-12 ; .

2 ‘ o WAI/EnergX staging area to optimize use

formerly the Nevada Test Site, receives
waste from Recovery Act waste genera-
tor sites shown here

of shipping companies and
disposal operations resourc-

RN

LAS VEGAS - Low-level radioactive
waste disposal at the Nevada National
Security Site (NNSS), formerly the Ne-
vada Test Site, has gone into high gear
as a result of Recovery Act funding.

Recovery Act funding has sparked an
acceleration of cleanup work throughout
the DOE complex. In turn, there’s been
a need to expand waste disposal capa-
bilities at the NNSS Area 5 Radioactive
Waste Management Site (RWMS).

Recovery Act funds account for nearly
half of the $22 million needed to oper-
ate the Area 5 RWMS this fiscal year.

NNSS disposal operations ramped up to
allow for up to 318,000 cubic feet of
low-level and mixed low-level waste per
month at the Area 5 RWMS. Monthly
volumes have gone up as much as 90
percent over the normal monthly vol-
umes, which on average are 100,000
cubic feet. The waste originates from

Approved Recovery Act
Waste Generators

sites conducting remediation work, in-
cluding NNSS.

Waste generated by remediation ac-
tivities funded by the Recovery Act at
NNSS and other DOE locations makes
up “more than 60 percent of the total
volume disposed this fiscal year,” ac-
cording to Federal Sub-Project Director
Jhon Carilli.

As of the end of July 2010, more than
1.8 million cubic feet of Recovery Act
waste has been accepted at NNSS. The
Recovery Act forecast calls for NNSS to
accept 2.23 million cubic feet of waste
this fiscal year.

A Nevada National
Security Site

FederalReporting.gov lists full-time

es at the Area 5 RWMS. A
new access point into the
RWMS was added to handle
increased waste volumes.
The generator sites are mak-
ing provisions as well, including sched-
uling shipments so that loads are dis-
tributed evenly throughout the week.

A major efficiency in the workforce was
achieved at NNSS by redirecting five em-
ployees from projects that were conclud-
ing on the NNSS to support disposal op-
erations at the Area 5 RWMS during the
heavy shipping campaign. These labor-
ers and technical staff will be reassigned
to other NNSS activities once the in-
creased need at Area 5 is diminished. [

RECOVERY ACT agpe
FUNDS BUDGETED: $44 million

RECOVERY ACT $29 million

(by August 2010)

equivalent employees, which include

prime contractors and subcontractors.

FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT

EMPLOYEES:
(April to June 2010)

FUNDS SPENT:
144 workers




Jew Waste
Monitoring Equip-
ment for Hanford
Tanks Paid With
Recovery Act Funds

RICHLAND, Wash. - Workers have
successfully installed a corrosion
probe into another one of Hanford’s
double-shell tanks, an upgrade impor-
tant to monitoring waste chemistry
and potentially reducing the cost of
treating tank waste. The new probe
was built, assembled and installed
with $736,000 in funds provided by
the Recovery Act.

The probe, a 50-foot-long piece of
monitoring equipment installed in the
tank, provides confidence that Han-
ford’s double-shell tanks can safely
store high-level radioactive waste dur-
ing the time it is waiting to be pro-
cessed for disposal.

The probe provides a real-time mea-
surement of the impact of waste on
the integrity of the tank. Sensors in-
stalled at various points along the
probe help measure chemical makeup
of the waste and simulate the expect-
ed corrosion rate of the tank wall.

It'sthe second Recovery Act-funded cor-
rosion probe installed this summer. [

L]
Accelerate... : Continued from page 9
L]

Continued from page 5 . .
» quickly and cost-effectively for the mutu-

* al benefit of all involved,” Dickert said.

: DOE-Savannah River Acting Manager
. Jack Craig said effective teams can
* streamline the most daunting projects,
° and productive relationships with regu-
lators help.

to modernize and upgrade the storm
sewers, which will help prevent off-
site mercury transport. Video in-
spection of the storm sewers is com-
plete, and operations are underway
to remove contaminated soils, clean e
and reline 12,000 linear feet of pip- :
ing, replace catch basins, and treat

~ “Communication with regulators allowed
contaminated water. O

: SRS to make prudent decisions that
» benefited overall projects,” Craig said. O

&& With Recovery
Act funds, ORO
has been able to
fast-track many
cleanup projects
important to regu-
lators, including
critical water and
soil contamination
concerns. 77
ORO Assistant Manager

for Environmental Man-
agement John Eschenberg

ing and planned routes for transuranic waste shipments headed to WIPR

The WIPP site, a deep geologic repository mined in salt, is the final disposal des-
tination for transuranic waste that resulted from past U.S. defense activities. The
Recovery Act has accelerated waste cleanup activities and increased characteriza-
tion of transuranic waste to be sent to WIPR
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