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AIKEN, S.C. – With the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding, Savannah River Site (SRS) continues to safely treat and 
dispose of radioactive waste created while producing materials for nuclear weapons throughout the Cold War. The DOE site in Aiken, S.C., 
is safely, steadily, and cost-effectively making progress to analyze, measure, and then carefully cleanup or dispose of legacy transuranic 
(TRU) waste remaining at SRS after the lengthy nuclear arms race.

Much of this funding supported massive efforts to certify, repackage, 
and prepare legacy TRU waste for shipment from SRS to the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP), DOE’s deep geologic repository for the 
permanent disposal of defense-generated TRU radioactive waste near 
Carlsbad, New Mexico. 

The WIPP Central Characterization Program, which characterizes the 
defense related TRU waste shipped to WIPP through the WIPP transpor-
tation program, is active at multiple DOE sites and involves contractor 
companies throughout the U.S. One area where SRS has excelled is 
the loading and shipping of the new TRUPACT-III transport casks. The 
new casks and inner containers take the degree of employee and public 
safety, plus the enhanced speed of waste disposal, to a whole new 
level of achievement. SRS is currently the only facility in the world using 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved TRUPACT-III package.

TRU waste consists of items normally found within an industrial setting that have become contaminated with radioisotopes that have a 
half-life greater than 20 years, such as plutonium. Typical examples would be tools, protective clothing, containers, rags, and other debris. 

“My congratulations to those employees who have worked together through the years to safely prepare for shipment more than 5,000 
cubic meters of contaminated legacy TRU waste since the start of Recovery Act work at SRS for permanent disposal within the WIPP 
repository,” said David Moody, DOE’s Savannah River Operations Office Manager and former Manager of the DOE Carlsbad Office (CBFO), 
which has responsibility for WIPP and the National TRU Program. “As of January 7, a total of more than 1,400 shipments or 16,200 cubic 
meters of legacy TRU waste have been safely delivered from Savannah River Site and disposed at WIPP since WIPP became operational 
in 1999.” Moody also noted that SRS set a record last year with their best annual performance to date – characterizing, repackaging, and 
shipping more than 1,600 cubic meters of legacy TRU waste to WIPP.

“The TRUPACT-III is one of our transport packagings which, combined with its Standard Large Box 2 payload, helps us in our legacy TRU 
waste disposal initiatives,” said CBFO Manager Joe Franco. “As of mid-January 2013, after 13 plus years of operations, we’ve had more 
than 11,000 shipments safely transported 13,280,000 miles by WIPP drivers and have permanently disposed of more than 85,200 cubic 
meters total of legacy contact-handled and remote-handled TRU waste. Diverse transport packagings like the TRUPACT-III are important 
to our ability to safely, compliantly, and efficiently reduce the nuclear waste footprint.”

TRU” Success: SRS Recovery Act Prepares  
to Complete Shipment of More Than 5,000  
Cubic Meters of Nuclear Waste to WIPP

“

SRS and WIPP employees have teamed up to creatively and safely resolve challenges  
related to shipping Cold War nuclear waste to New Mexico

The first loaded TRUPACT-III is placed onto the trailer prior to shipment.

http://www.srs.gov
http://www.wipp.energy.gov/
http://www.wipp.energy.gov/
http://energy.gov/em/downloads/trupact-iii-quick-facts
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The use of the TRUPACT-III significantly reduces hours of manually inspecting, cutting, and working in a high-exposure and potentially 
dangerous work environment. SRS now has six of these transport packagings with four shipments to WIPP weekly. 

Contingent upon the priorities across the Complex, completion of the 5,000 cubic meters is expected to take place late in 2013, shaving 
approximately nine years off the original DOE baseline plan for the SRS ARRA project.

For more information on TRUPACT-III, visit:
http://energy.gov/em/downloads/trupact-iii-quick-facts

For more information on SRS, visit: 
http://www.srs.gov 

For more information on WIPP, visit:  
http://www.wipp.energy.gov

The TRU Shipping Team at SRS celebrates the start of TRUPACT-III shipments to WIPP. 

The first ever TRUPACT-III shipment leaves the Savannah River Site headed for WIPP.
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