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Department of Energy Awards $300,000  
to Paducah Area Community Reuse Organization 

 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Department of Energy (DOE) today announced that it will  
award $300,000 to the Paducah Area Community Reuse Organization (PACRO) that will be 
used to minimize future economic impacts of workforce restructuring on communities near  
DOE facilities. 

"The Energy Department is a good neighbor to the communities surrounding our sites," 
Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham said. "Working with PACRO and other community  
reuse organizations around the country, the Department has retained, expanded or created  
over 25,000 jobs for workers affected by restructuring efforts at DOE sites." 

PACRO was formed by regional community representatives from western Kentucky and 
southern Illinois in an effort to mitigate potential downsizing and restructuring of the Paducah 
workforce because of the end of the Cold War and changing DOE priorities. Over 350 new 
economy jobs and an estimated 700 jobs will be created or retained by 2005 as a result of  
this grant. 

The grant money will be used towards the following: 

• Providing technical assistance and funding opportunities for small businesses and 
entrepreneurial start-up projects;  

• Providing loans, technical support services and financial counseling;  
• Investing funds to create a regional industrial park to attract businesses and jobs to the 

area; and  
• Providing training, resume writing and job placement assistance to affected employees.  

DOE's Office of Worker and Community Transition administers the grant. 

The grant announced today is a block grant for use in specific projects with matching grants 
required in some cases. 
 
 


