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Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, OE-20
U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20585

Re: 2012 Electric Transmission Congestion Study

Dear Sir or Madam:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information for your forthcoming draft 2012
Electric Transmission Congestion Study. Enclosed please find information pertinent to
transmission and other utility projects in the Eldorado Valley, Nevada area. Much of the
Eldorado Valley was purchased by the City of Boulder City, Nevada in 1995. New
projects or improvements/maintenance of existing projects may occur outside of BLM
reserved easement areas, and would be subject to the ordinances of the City of Boulder
City, Nevada and may overlap with a desert tortoise conservation easement held by
Clark County, Nevada. This landownership and regulatory information should be
considered in the subject study.

The Clark County Desert Conservation Program (DCP) administers the Clark County
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) on behalf of the cities of Boulder
City, Henderson, Las Vegas, Mesquite, North Las Vegas; Clark County and the Nevada
Department of Transportation (NDOT). The MSHCP outlines mitigation actions required
to comply with the federal Endangered Species Act and Section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental
take permit. The permit allows take of desert tortoise and 78 other species of concern in
Clark County. The MSHCP and related documents are available for download on our website
(http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/ dcp/Pages/default.aspx).

The DCP manages an approximately 86,500 acre conservation easement southwest of
the City of Boulder City (Boulder City Conservation Easement or "BCCE”) as a required
mitigation measure for the MSHCP's Section 10 Incidental Take Permit. The BCCE is
managed for desert tortoise habitat and natural resource values. The BCCE agreement
between Clark County and the City of Boulder City has strict use and access restrictions
and requirements that include minimization and mitigation measures recommended by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for any activities not specifically allowable by the
BCCE agreement. The Eldorado, McCullough and Marketplace substations are
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completely surrounded by the BCCE, while the Mead substation is located north of the
BCCE.

The two enclosed recorded documents describe the requirements of the BCCE. My
division would be happy to provide GIS layers of the BCCE and answer any questions
that you or project proponents may have. I look forward to assisting transmission

project proponents with early planning to ensure compliance with the requirements of
the BCCE.

Sincerely,
w :

Sue Wainscott
Senior Environmental Specialist
SW/ee

cc: Brok Armantrout
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