
ASBESTOS DATA COLLECTION 

As a result of site interactions and suggestions, further clarification and streamlining of the process has 
been made.   The Federal Accounting Standards Advisory Board has mandated that the Federal 
government comply with an accounting standard which requires the estimation of and inclusion of 
asbestos-related cleanup costs in agencies’ financial statements.  To meet the requirements of this rule, 
the Active Facilities Data Collection System (AFDCS) will collect asbestos data in addition to our current 
data collection effort. The data will be collected within the normal facility record update and submission 
in AFDCS. 

In order to accurately capture the asbestos data and create the associated liability estimate, this year all 
sites are required to complete the previously existing field “Does the facility contain asbestos?” for all 
facilities that meet the following criteria: 

 All "No Liability" facilities (that are not excluded from the estimate). 

 All Facilities excluded as "Other" (exclusion code "6")  
 
Note: Only indicate "yes" to asbestos if the facility contains asbestos and DOE has cleanup 
responsibilities for the facility.     
 
Asbestos information will not be required for facilities excluded as land or trailer, or for facilities that are 
trailers or structures.   
 
Prior to FY 2011, asbestos information was only required for those facilities that met the above criteria 
and were built or acquired before 1990.  For FY 2011, this information will be required for all facilities 
that meet these criteria, regardless of the year built or acquired. 
 
For FY 2011, additional information will be required for those facilities that have asbestos.  Users will be 
required to answer the following questions for facilities that meet the criteria described above: 
 

- Does the facility contain asbestos? 
- Is the asbestos friable? 
- If yes, is the friable asbestos included in the ES&H estimate? 
- If yes, after the planned ES&H action, will there still be asbestos present in the facility? 
- For all asbestos containing material (friable, non-friable, etc.), is the contamination Incidental, 

Situational, or Significant? 
 
Note: Only indicate “yes” to asbestos if the facility structure itself contains asbestos.  As with other types 
of contamination in AFDCS, information is not required on equipment or other removable facility 
components that may be contaminated with asbestos.    
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Based on the responses to each of these questions, the AFDCS cost model will calculate an estimate for 
asbestos liability at each facility.  The process will follow this basic outline: 
 

1. Does the facility contain asbestos?  For every eligible facility, users must answer this question.  
Users can select ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘probable based on historic use’.  If a user selects ‘no’, then no 
further data is required and the process ends.   

2. Is the asbestos friable?  If the user selects ‘yes’ or ‘probable based on historic data’, then they 
must indicate whether the asbestos is friable.  

3. Is the friable asbestos included in the ES&H estimate?  This question is only asked of users who 
have indicated that the facility contains friable asbestos.  If the friable asbestos has resulted in 
an out of compliance with applicable laws and regulations condition, the cost of actions to come 
into compliance is an ES&H liability that must be recorded.  



4. After the planned ES&H action, will any kind of asbestos still be present in the facility?  For 
facilities where ES&H action will remove all asbestos from the facility, we do not want to include 
this in the AFDCS liability estimate since the cleanup liability has already been accounted for in 
the ES&H estimate. 

5. For all asbestos containing material (non-friable, friable, etc.) is the contamination Incidental, 
Situational, or Significant?  Users must indicate which of these general categories best 
describes the extent of all asbestos contamination in the facility.  Incidental contamination 
refers to small amounts of asbestos that were not related to particular missions or activities at 
the facility.  Situational contamination also describes a relatively small amount of asbestos, but 
the contamination is related to specific mission activity.  Significant contamination is present if 
removal or demolition would be a major concern for significant portions of the facility. 

 
If the facility does have asbestos contamination, the site will also have to verify that the facility’s active 
size and footprint are correct. Please note that all facilities with asbestos will need to have active size 
and footprint data entered into AFDCS prior to submission. If the facility does not contain asbestos, then 
the facility record is complete after the user selects "no" to the asbestos question.   
 
Facilities with Friable Asbestos 
 
For facilities that contain friable asbestos, users will be asked whether or not an Environment, Safety & 
Health (ES&H) estimate has been developed for the friable asbestos contamination at the facility.  If an 
ES&H estimate has been developed for the facility and booked with headquarters, the user should 
indicate “yes” when responding to this question.  For facilities where ES&H action will remove all  
asbestos (friable and non-friable) from the facility, we do not want to include this in the AFDCS liability 
estimate since the cleanup liability has already been accounted for in the ES&H estimate. 
 
Please do not change the model type of a facility that contains asbestos.  If it is a "No Liability" facility, 
the facility will remain "No Liability." Conversely, for contaminated facilities, the model already 
estimates for the cleanup of the entire facility, so we will not be producing an additional cost estimate 
for asbestos clean-up for contaminated facilities. Therefore, there is no need to indicate the presence of 
asbestos for a contaminated facility. For example, a building with radioactive contamination (model type 
"E") should remain model type "E" in AFDCS if the building has asbestos.  

Further, please do not remove the exclusion reason if a facility has asbestos.  This facility will still be 
excluded from the original AFDCS liability estimate but will be included in the new asbestos estimate.   

Similar to the AFDCS contamination determination, equipment within a building that has asbestos will 
not be included in the asbestos cleanup estimate. If the building structure does not contain asbestos 
after the equipment is removed, then the facility is not considered to have asbestos contamination. If 
the equipment is permanent in the building and cannot be removed, this equipment is considered part 
of the facility structure and the facility is considered to contain asbestos.  

Required Edit (As)  

To help identify the facilities that will need asbestos information, HQ has created an Asbestos Required 
Edit Code indicated as: As.  If a facility has asbestos, the site must proceed by completing the necessary 
information, as stated above, prior to final data submission.  



However, for sites that have a large number of facilities that require asbestos data, HQ can help to 
minimize the burden.  If there are a number of facilities that do not have asbestos contamination, please 
compile a list of those facilities and HQ can mark the facilities as not containing asbestos and remove the 
required edit for these facilities. 

Definition of Key Terms 
 
Friable Asbestos – Friable asbestos is defined as any asbestos containing material (ACM) that, when dry, 
can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure.  Because it is more volatile than 
non-friable asbestos, AFDCS uses a higher cost multiplier when estimating cleanup costs for friable 
asbestos. 
 
Non-Friable Asbestos – Non-friable asbestos is any ACM that, when dry, cannot be crumbled, pulverized, 
or reduced to powder by hand pressure.  
 
Incidental Asbestos Contamination – Incidental asbestos contamination is any type of ACM 
contamination that occurs in small amounts not related to particular activities or mission at a facility. 

Example: A building has small amounts of ACM-containing tiles located in various parts of the 
building.  This example would be incidental contamination because it occurs in small amounts in 
various areas of the building, unrelated to specific mission activities. 

 
Situational Asbestos Contamination – Situational asbestos contamination is any type of ACM 
contamination that occurs in small amounts related to particular mission activities.   

Example: One wing of a building was built with asbestos-wrapped piping because of specific 
work being conducted in that wing.  This would be situational contamination because it occurs 
in relatively small amounts in one area of the building devoted to a specific mission activity. 

 
Significant Asbestos Contamination – Significant asbestos contamination is any type of ACM 
contamination that occurs in large areas of the facility, and removal and demolition of ACM is a major 
concern for a significant portion of the facility. 

Example: A building was built with asbestos siding and roof shingles.  Replacement of the siding 
and roofing material would be a concern for a large portion of the facility.  This example would 
be significant contamination. 

 


