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2012 Annual National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Planning Summary

Timothy G. Lynch, Acting General Counsel

Attached please find Bonneville Power Administration’s (BPAs) 2012 Annual NEPA Planning
Summary. As requested in your December 5, 2011, memorandum, the summary identifies the
status of ongoing environmental assessments (EAS), ongoing environmental impact statements
(EISs), EAs expected to be prepared during the next 12 months, and EISs expected to be
prepared during the next 24 months. We have included documents for which BPA will be the
lead federal agency, as well as documents for which BPA will be a cooperating agency.

The EAs and EISs forecasted have a high probability of going forward. However, it is very
likely that BPA will prepare additional EAs and EISs over the planning period. For example,
BPA expects the potential for additional fish and wildlife projects in conjunction with the
Northwest Power and Conservation Council. These projects will help fulfill BPA’s
responsibilities under the Pacific Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation Act, as
well as the Federal Columbia River Power System Biological Opinion. BPA will also be
working with various Native American tribes to clarify fish and wildlife projects identified
under the Columbia Basin Fish Accords. BPA may need to prepare EAs or EISs for some of
these projects.

Ongoing transmission interconnection studies continue and may generate additional NEPA
compliance documents during 2012. Also, the continuing need to upgrade existing transmission
facilities as well as to construct new ones to maintain a reliable transmission system remain, and
will likely create the need for additional environmental reviews, including EAs and EISs that are
unknown at this time.

Supplement Analyses (SAs) that BPA anticipates over the next two years have not been
included in the Summary. The Record of Decision (ROD) for BPA’s Transmission System
Vegetation Management Program EIS (DOE/EIS-0285) adopted a strategy for site-specific
vegetation management projects that incorporates the use of SAs with Vegetation Control
Prescriptions and Checklists. BPA anticipates preparing between 10 to 15 vegetation
management SAs per year over the next 24 months. However, the specific transmission
corridors have not yet been identified. In addition, BPA may prepare SAs to its Business Plan
EIS (DOE/EIS-0183), System Operation Review EIS (DOE/EIS-0170), and Fish and Wildlife
Implementation Plan EIS (DOE/EIS-0312) to evaluate whether any proposed changes or new
information would require the preparation of supplemental EISs.



We will update DOE’s Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance as soon as we have more
information about any additional NEPA documents. If you have any questions regarding this
2012 Annual NEPA Planning Summary, please contact BPA’s NEPA Compliance Officer,
Katherine Pierce, at (503) 230-3962.

/s/Joseph C. Sharpe for
F. Lorraine Bodi
Vice President, Environment, Fish and Wildlife
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