SunShot Podcast
3 Reasons to Register for the SunShot Prize Today

music transition
Moderator: Welcome to the SunShot Initiative podcast hosted by the U.S. Department of Energy Solar Office. Today, we are talking with Ammar Qusaibaty from the DOE soft costs team about an incredibly exciting opportunity for solar installers across the country—the SunShot Prize—and why it’s important to register today. Welcome, Ammar.

Ammar Qusaibaty: Thanks. It’s great to be here.

Moderator: So teams have until October 31 of 2014 to sign up to participate in the program. Why register now?
Ammar Qusaibaty: There are several good reasons to get started right away, but I’ll point out the top three that come to mind. 

The first one is the biggest and the most obvious—the prize. If teams don’t register, they won’t have a chance of winning one of the top 3 prizes, totaling $10 million. The first place team wins $7 million alone. 

Moderator: Wow, $10 million. That’s impressive.

Ammar Qusaibaty: Yes, the money is a big motivation, but to us, the second reason is the most important. The sooner you start, the more time you have to count installations toward your goal of 5,000 qualifying systems. You see, the Prize is a race. The first three teams that successfully deploy 5,000 small-scale rooftop solar PV systems with non-hardware costs averaging $1 per watt are eligible for cash prizes totaling $10 million. The important thing to remember is that you have to be registered first before you can begin counting installations toward the goal.

Moderator: Got it. You have to sign up before you can be off and running.
Ammar Qusaibaty: Exactly. The third reason why I recommend that teams go ahead and register—even if they aren’t sure they can make it to the finish line\ SunShot is committed to providing comments on all concept papers submitted by registrants. This allows teams to modify their approaches and maximize their probability of success from the beginning. 

Moderator: That’s another big benefit. It almost seems like there is nothing to lose by just taking the initiative and setting out to see how far you can go.

Ammar Qusaibaty: There’s really nothing to lose. In fact, registering through EERE’s Funding Exchange, you can easily access not only the SunShot Prize, but also all of the current and future SunShot Initiative funding opportunities. 
Moderator: This is good advice. Now, how do teams get started?

Ammar Qusaibaty: Just go to solar.energy.gov and you can find all the information you need on the SunShot Prize. Again, that’s solar.energy.gov.

Moderator: Thanks, Ammar, for talking with us today. We look forward to seeing more rooftop solar installations happen at a faster pace and lower price through the SunShot Prize program. 
Ammar Qusaibaty: Me too. It was my pleasure.

