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By the Numbers
Los Alamos National Laboratory
Site Cleanup

The Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) was established in 1943 as Site Y of the Manhattan Project for a
single purpose: to design and build an atomic bomb. Located in Los Alamos, New Mexico, it took just 20
months to detonate the world's first atomic bomb 200 miles south of Los Alamos at Trinity Site on the
Alamogordo bombing range. One of the Laboratory's main environmental duties is to investigate where
hazardous chemical and radioactive materials may be present as a result of past Laboratory operations and to
clean up sites where such materials are still found above acceptable levels. Locations include sites of former
Laboratory buildings, on hillsides, in canyon bottoms, and old landfills. Cleanup of these sites consists of
activities such as removing contaminated soil and disposing of it in licensed disposal facilities, remediating and
demolishing unused process-contaminated buildings, and disposing of containers of transuranic waste (TRU).
Cleanup of contaminated sites follows the requirements of the Compliance Order on Consent from the New

Mexico Environment Department (NMED).
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61 out of 115 sites

are the focus of current project activities, including collecting soil and rock samples using the most
efficient and least-invasive methods practicable, defining the nature and extent of any residual contamination
associated with each solid-waste management unit or area of concern, and gathering additional data,

if needed, to evaluate potential remedial alternatives.




