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What is interoperability? 

Compatibility: The ability of two or more devices, applications, 
networks, or systems to coexist in the same physical environment – 
that is, operate without corrupting, interfering with, or hindering the 
operation of the other entity. 

Interoperability: The ability of two or more devices, applications, 
networks, or systems to work together, and (more specifically) to 
reliably and securely exchange and readily use data with a common 
shared meaning.  

Interchangeability: The ability of two or more devices, applications, 
networks, or systems to be physically exchanged for each other and 
provide a defined level of identical operation without additional 
configuration. 
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There are many levels of interoperability 
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There are many efforts focused on interoperability 
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