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eXtension is: 
“an internet-based collaborative environment 
where Land Grant University content providers 
exchange objective, research-based 
knowledge to solve real challenges in real 
time” 

(eXtension, 2011) 



Community of Practice (CoP)
 
“a virtual network of subject matter content 
providers . . . who share knowledge or 
competence in a specific content area and are 
willing to work and learn together over a period 
of time to further develop and share that 
knowledge in forms of educational products and 
programs”. 



Communities of Practice 
Membership 

• Opportunity to collaborate with other
professionals 

• Abreast of new resources and 
information in your field 

• Professional development/training 
opportunities 

• Beneficial to states with limited 
resources 



Why a Home Energy CoP? 

• Critical need for reliable, credible 
information 

• Energy prices are increasing, as is 
concerns about energy demand 

• Aging housing stock with considerable 
energy issues 

• Environmental and conservation 
concerns 



Purpose of the Home Energy CoP 

• To provide education to the general public and 
housing professionals focused on residential 
energy efficiency and renewable energy 

• To encourage adoption of best practices that will 
reduce home energy use while aiding in family
economic stability, national energy 
independence and environmental stewardship 



Initial Beginnings for the Home 

Energy CoP
 

• Initial Leadership Meeting -- November 2008 
• First CoP gathering, January 2009 

• CoP Public Launching on Earth Day, April 2010 




CoP Leadership 



CoP Members 

• 8 Leaders 
• 114 Members 
• 12 positions 
• 38 States 



? 
Questions, 

Issues, or Life 
Events 

How CoPs 
work… 

Develop Products --
• Basic Information 
• Ask the Experts 
• FAQs 
• Discussion & Web Chats 
• Decision Making Tools 
• Webinars 
• Streaming Videos 
• Individual Learning Modules 
• Multiple Learning Modules 
• Certificate/Credit Courses 
• Distance Diagnostics 



Communities of Practice 
Related to Energy 

• Home Energy 
• Wood Energy 
• Farm Energy 
• EDEN  



Categorization of Content 

• Existing Homes 
• New Homes 
• Alternative Energy Systems 



Home Energy CoP 



What about the Home Energy Site?
 

• 175 Frequently Asked Questions 
• 118 Articles 
• 110 News Articles 
• 1 Learning Lesson 
• 37 Questions in last 30 Days 
• 2000 – 3000 monthly visits 
• 50,000+ yearly visits 



Feature Articles 



Frequently Asked Questions 



Ask an Expert Feature 



News Features 



Learning Lessons 



Home Energy 101: Content 
Views 







Home Energy Webinars
 

• Tax Credits 
• Building Codes 
• Energy Star 
• Air Sealing 
• Windows 
• Alternative Solar Energy
 

• WxTV 
• Preparing for Winter 
• Geothermal 
• Energy Master 
• Wood Energy 

• Appliances 
• Rebuilding after Flooding
 

• Green Products 
• Weatherization 



Most recent webinar: 
Colorado Energy Master 



Home Energy CoP Partners: 



La House 



WxTV -- wxtvonline.org 



UGA Greenway 



Healthy Homes Partnership 



Additional Areas for Home 

Energy CoP to Explore
 

• Social media 
• Indoor air quality / healthy homes 

relationships 
• Engaging consumers 
• Agency collaborations 




Home Energy CoP Challenges: 

•	 eXtension Audiences 
Homeowners 
Home Builders / Contractors 
Renters 
Varying Income Levels 

• Climate 
• Combining high tech with high touch 



Development and Maintenance of the 
CoP 

Content Appraisal 
Optimization Appraisal 

New Content 



Questions?
 


