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2008 Low-Temperature Thermal Energy Demand in the U.S. 
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2008 Cumulative Thermal Energy Demand in the U.S. 

 45% of U.S. energy demand (excl. transp.) consumed as heat below 260ºC 
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2008 Energy Demand Distribution Density 

 Space & Water heating around 50ºC is dominant thermal energy use 
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Conclusions 

• 2008: About a quarter of U.S. primary energy demand 
consumed as heat under 120ºC. (Electricity accounts for 
40%) 
 

• Similar picture in 1968. 
 

• Dominant low-temperature thermal energy consumption in 
residential sector for space & water heating, but often 
forgotten in national energy debate. 
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1968 Low-Temperature Thermal Energy Demand in the U.S. 
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Low-Temperature Thermal Energy Demand in the U.S. 

 24% of U.S. primary energy demand consumed as heat below 120ºC 


