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COVER SHEET 

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY: U. S. Department of Energy 

TITLE: Final Environmental Impact Statement, Special Isotope Separation Project, Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory, Idaho Falls, Idaho 

CONTACT: Additional information concerning this statement can be obtained from: 

Mr. J. P. Hamric 

SIS Project Manager 

Idaho Operations Office 

U.S. Department of Energy 

785 DOE Place 

Idaho Falls, 10 83402-1133 

(208) 526-0306 

For general information on the Department of Energy's EIS process, contact: 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environment, Safety and Health 

U.S. Department of Energy 

Attention: Ms. Carol Borgstrom (EH-25) 

Director, Office of NEPA Project Assistance 

Room 3E-080, Forrestal Building 

1000 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20585 

(202) 586-4600 

ABSTRACT: The purpose of this Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is to provide environmental 

input into a U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) decision on the proposed construction and oper

ation of a Special Isotope Separation (SIS) Project using the Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope 

Separation (AVLIS) process technology and on the selection of a site for such a project. 

The SIS Project would provide DOE with the capability of segregating the isotopes of DOE

owned plutonium into specific isotopic concentrations. This capability is needed to pro

vide a contingent capability in DOE's production of nuclear materials for national defense. 

The alternatives considered in detail in this EIS include (1) constructing and operating 

the SIS Project at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory (INEL) near Idaho Falls, 

Idaho; (2) constructing and operating the SIS Project at the Hanford Site near Richland, 

Washington; (3) constructing and operating the SIS Project at the Savannah River Plant 

(SRP) near Aiken, South Carolina; and (4) no action, or not constructing and operating the 

SIS Project. 

This EIS includes discussion of the SIS facilities and processes; the environmental 

consequences of constructing and operating the facilities at the alternative sites; the 

environmental consequences of no action; and the potential environmental consequences 

caused by postulated accidents. 
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FOREWORD TO VOLUMES 3 THROUGH 6 

The comment/response and comment (reproduced public input) volumes of the Special Isotope 

Separation (SIS) Project Final EIS have been prepared in compliance with the Council of Environmental 

Quality (CEQ) regul ations 40 CFR 1503. 4 and 1506. 6. These volumes contain the reproduced publ ic input 

and DOE's responses to the comments received during the publ ic comment period on the Draft EIS. 

Notice of availability of the Draft EIS for the Special Isotope Separation (SIS) Project appeared 

in the Federal Register on February 19, 1988. The Federal Register notice invited comment on the 

Draft EIS within the 60-day comment period, which ended April 21, 1988. Six public hearings were 

held, as fol lows: 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Twin Fa 11s, Idaho 

Boise, Idaho 

March 25 and 30, 1988 

March 28 and 31, 1988 

March 26 and 29, 1988 

At the beginning of the public comment period, a procedure was established to receive, document, 

identify, and prepare responses to public comments. Each comment (written, oral, or an exhibit) was 

assigned an identification number and is reproduced in Volumes 3 through 6 of the Final EIS. 

The identification numbers assigned were as follows: 

Ora 1 testimony given 

Oral testimony given 

Oral testimony given 

Oral testimony given 

Oral testimony given 

Note: The Moscow City Council Commission on Health and the Environment held a public hearing to 

obtain comment on the Draft EIS for the proposed SIS Project. The transcripts and exhibits 

received by DOE from this hearing have been entered into the record as written comment W284. 

All 'letters� transcripts of oral testimony, and accompanying exhibits were photostatically 

reproduced a� are included in Volumes 3 through 6 of the Final EIS. Specifically, Volume 3 contains 

transcripts of the oral testimony, Volumes 4 and 5 contain exhibits submitted during the public 

hearings, and Volume 6 contains written comments received by DOE. Volume 2 addresses the specific 

comments contained in Volumes 3 through 6 designated by a comment summary number placed in the margins 

next to the testimony, as applicable. This number refers to the associated Volume 2 comment summary 

and response. The introduction in the front of Volume 2 contains guidance for locating specific 

public testimony, summary comments, and the associated responses to the comments. Appendices A 

through E at the end of Volume 2 provide cross-references between the reproduced public input 

contained in Volumes 3 through 6, and the corresponding summary comments and responses comprising 

Volume 2. 

In reviewing the unedited transcript of the oral testimony, DOE has exercised its judgement to 

interpret the intent of the comment when the transcription is obviously in error (e. g. , RIFT is 

interpreted to mean WIPP on pages 310-313, Melinda Kassen's name was misspelled on pages 320-323, 

etc. ) 
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El60 McClure, James, Senator Washington, DC 

El61 Craig, Larry, Congressman Washington, DC 5 
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El63 Risch, James, State Senator Boise, ID 8 

El64 Ricks, Mark, State Senator Rexburg, ID 9 

El65 Kennevick, Jack, Representative Boise, ID 10 

El66 Rydalch, Ann, State Senator Idaho Falls, ID 11 

El57 Lucchesi, Marsha and Robert Boise, ID 12 

El5B Silva, Karen L. Boise, ID 13 

El69 Joslyn, Alvin W. Meridian, ID 1 3  

El70 Fisher, Charles M. Boise, ID 1 4  

El71 Davis, W. Jackson Santa Cruz, CA 15 

El72 Ha"kins, James Boise, ID 30 

El73 Donovan, Richard Boise, ID 31 

E174 Richardson, Mack Boise, ID 33 

El75 Broscious, Chuck Moscow, ID 34 

El76 Casey, Gregory Boise, ID 39 

El77 Kerns, James E Boise, ID 41 

El78 Eschen, Thomas B. Boise, ID 43 

El79 Audin, Lindsay Ossining, NY 43 

ElBO Bauman, Marilyn Ca ldwe 11, ID 55 

E181 Wi lson, Monte Boise, ID 51 

El82 Leir, Kermit Twin Falls, ID 7 1  

El83 Mathias, Matthew C. Boise, ID 7 2  
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E184 Montgomery, Paul Nampa, ID 7 3  

E185 Jones, Vi rg i 1 Lee Boise, ID 7 3  

E186 Corke, Patricia Boise, ID 74 

E187 Stauts, Robert Boise, ID 7 5  

E188 Starkey, Glenn Nampa, ID 7 6  

E189 Burk holder, Agnes Boise, ID 

E190 Russell, She lley McCa 11, ID 7 7  

E19l Braz i 1, Dee McCa 11, ID 7 8  

E192 Platt , Richard McCa 11, ID 7 9  

E193 Newcomer, Robert and Emi ly McCa 11 , ID 79 

E194 Hausrath, Anne Sites Boise, ID 80 

E195 Balsley, Ronald Pocate 110, ID 80 

E196 Hauder, Larry Bo i se, ID 81 

E197 Kirgis, Ga i 1 Boise, ID 83 
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E224 Ostermiller, Lisa McCa 11, I D 107 

E225 Gudgell, Raven McCa 11, ID 108 

E226 McClaran, Don McCa 11, ID 108 

E227 Nampa Chamber of Comm. , Resolution Nampa, ID 110 

E228 Hall, Patricia Boise, ID 110 

E229 McElhinney, Gwynne Boise, ID 112 

E230 Boise Peace Qu i It Project Boise, I D 114 

E231 Coon, Maggie Boise, I D 11 5 

E232 Rosentreter, Roger Boise, ID 117 

E233 Sutton, Robert B. Boise, ID 125 

E234 Montgomery, Paul Nampa, ID 125 

E235 Koger, Robert Nampa, ID 126 
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E288 Stennett, C lint Ha i ley, ID 219 

E289 Walker, Ben and Mari lyn Bellevue, ID 220 

E290 Freitas, Frank Idaho Fa lls, ID 221 

E291 Amrit, Fami ly Ketchum, ID 222 

E292 Lafey, Kevin Ha i ley, ID 223 

E293 Lever, Thane Ketchum, ID 223 

E294 Wiethorn, Julie Ha i ley, ID 224 

E295 Bates, Dale Ketchum, ID 226 
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E297 McLain, Elaine Be 11 evue, ID 228 
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E299 Huston, Joan Twin Fa lls, ID 229 

E300 Gi lmour, Bridget Wood River Valley, ID 229 

E301 Eaton, Mardo Twin Falls, ID 230 
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E303 P letcher, Johnna and Del Ketchum, ID 234 

E304 Gabr i nett i , Tom Ketchum, ID 235 

E305 Moffett , Ed Ketchum, ID 235 

E306 Moffett, Jennifer Ketchum, ID 238 

E307 Spiller, Lynn, Keri, and Jeff 240 

E308 Greathouse, Lowe 11 Filer, ID 240 

E309 Fa 110wf ie ld, Susan Rutt Ketchum, ID 241 

E310 Hedge, David Twin Falls, ID 242 

E311 Green, Sylvia Ha i ley, ID 242 
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E313 Ha 11, Rick Twin Falls, ID 245 
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E314 Edgers, Debbie Ketchum, ID 245 
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E345 Burks, Diane Twin Falls, ID 270 

E346 Ward, Mary Ann Ha i ley, ID 271 

E347 Lucere, Judd Sun Valley, ID 27 2 

E348 Widener, Judy Twin Falls, ID 273 

E349 Phi llips, Kay Ha i ley, ID 273 

E350 Vork, Jack ie E. Ketchum, ID 27 4 

E351 Mi ller, M. De 11 Idaho Fa lls, ID 27 4 

E352 Randell, Julie Kimberly, ID 27 6 

E353 P hillips, Glenn A. Arco, ID 277 

E354 Bellem, C larence Rupert, ID 27 8 

E355 Pau 1, Elizabeth Ketchum, ID 280 

E356 Hawkes, Judith Ketchum, ID 282 

E357 O'Crowley, Janet Picabo, ID 284 

E358 Riviera, Ho lly Picabo, ID 285 

E359 McNevin, Tony E. Jerome, ID 286 

E360 Von Lindern, Ian Moscow, ID 287 

E361 Marshall, Quay Ha i ley, ID 350 

E362 Kuhn, Faye Ha i ley, ID 350 

E363 Sullivan, Mike Ha i ley, ID 351 

E364 We lls, Matthew Ha i ley, ID 352 

E365 Coble, Daphne Ha i ley, ID 352 
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E370 Blair, Maggie Ketchum, ID 355 

E371 Wi lson, Cara 356 

E372 Wi lson, John Twin Falls, ID 356 

E373 Massoth, Harry Buh 1, ID 357 

E374 Lagergren, Ginna Ha i ley, ID 358 

E375 O'Connor, K. J. Buh 1, ID 359 

E376 O'Connor, John C. Buh 1, ID 35 9 

E377 Neilson, Ma rt ha Woodwe 11 Rupert, ID 360 

E378 Hopple, W. B. and Ho lly Buh 1, ID 360 

E37 9 Graham, Carolyn Ketchum, ID 361 

E380 Schroeder, Dianne Twin Falls, ID 361 

E381 Vincent, Bonnie Ketchum, ID 362 

E382 Garman, Steven P. Ketchum, ID 362 

E383 Drown, Teresa Ketchum, ID 363 

E384 Persons, Lewis Ketchum, ID 363 

E385 Rodman, Ju 1 ie Bellevue, ID 364 

E386 Nycum, John Ketchum, ID 364 

E387 Shoka 1, Edward C. Hagerman, ID 366 

E388 Randell, Ju 1 ie and Robert Kimberly, ID 369 

E389 Petitions, Blaine County Residents Blaine County ID 37 0 

E390 Chandler, Asa Ketchum, ID 372 

E391 Flood, Katie and John Picabo, ID 374 
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E393 Higginbotham, Jan Ketchum, ID 376 

E394 Nine Concerned Cit izens Mud Lake, ID 377 

E395 Blanchard, Tom Be llevue, ID 377 

E396 Tunno, Mark Ketchum, ID 378 

E397 Branch, Tom Burley, ID 378 

E398 Branch, Mary Pat Burley, ID 380 

E399 Ahlberg, Jerry Idaho Fa lls, ID 381 

E400 Maniokian, Les 1 ie J. Ketchum, ID 382 

E401 Gore, Jonathan Ketchum, ID 382 

E402 Shockey, Carla Burley, ID 383 

E403 Blunt, Andrew Ha i ley, ID 383 

E404 Conrod, Eli zabeth Ketchum, ID 385 

E405 P ascha 11, Liza Sun Valley, ID 385 

E406 La rkey, Char les Ketchum, ID 386 

E407 Hangg i , Pat Ketchum, ID 386 

E408 Hansom, Virginia Ha i ley, ID 387 

E409 Landon, Janice L. Idaho Fa 11 s, ID 388 

E410 Nei lson, Curtis Idaho Falls, ID 389 

E411 Reed, James and Lea Ha i ley, ID 390 

E412 Laverty, Kent Ha i ley, ID 391 

E413 P emberton, Anne Ha i ley, ID 391 

E414 Chubb, Mary Ann Ketchum, ID 392 

E41 5 Beechert, Alison Ha i ley, ID 393 

E416 Manheim, Bruce S. Sun Valley, ID 393 

E417 Donne lly, D ennis O.  P ocate 110, ID 394 
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E 418 Schwake, Suzanne Simon Ketchum, 10 395 

E 419 Augustus, Janet Sun Valley, 10 396 

E 420 Stone, Lynne Ketchum, 10 396 

E421 Vanderb i lt, Ann S. Ketchum, 10 397 

E422 Augustus, Bruce Sun Valley, 10 398 

E 423 Stallard, Lyn L. Ketchum, 10 398 

E424 Tierney, Wanda Ha i ley, 10 399 

E 425 Hunter, E d Idaho Falls, 10 400 

E426 Fowler, Ron Pocate 110, 10 401 

E 427 Beemer, Terry L. Idaho Falls, ID 401 

E 428 Murphey, Suzanne Castleford, 10 402 

E429 Vladimiroff, John Ketchum, 10 403 

E430 Stallard, Jack Ketchum, 10 404 

E431 Turzian, Jan and Michael Sun Valley, ID 404 

E432 Anderson, Candice Ketchum, 10 405 

E 433 Flowers, Jeanne Ketchum, 10 406 

E 434 Glasscock, Virginia and Daniel Picabo, 10 406 

E 435 Burns, Robert Ketchum, 10 407 

E 436 Gibson, D iane P. Ketchum, 10 408 

E437 Combe, Robert Idaho Fa lls, 10 408 

E 438 Cook, Will i am V. Ketchum, 10 409 

E 439 C arney, Phil Ketchum, 10 409 

E440 Day, Bob Sun Valley, 10 41 0 

E441 Heath, Judy Buh 1, 10 410 

E442 Breen, Mike Ha i ley, 10 41 1 

E443 Leim, Bruce, Dr. Ha i ley, 10 412 
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E44 6  Hondo, Carolyn Burley, I D  415 

E447 Belson, Janice Sun Va lley, 10 415 

E448 Gerhart, Joann S. and Philip A. Ketchum, I D  417 

E449 Welch, Chery 1 Ha i ley, I D  418 

E450 Zweifel, Lynn Ketchum, I D  418 

E451 Freund, Ga i 1 Ketchum, I D  419 

E452 Dav i s,  Michele Ketchum, I D  419 

E453 Piotter, Kar 1 F. Ketchum, I D  420 

E454 Schneider, Betty H. Ketchum, I D  420 

E455 Bi l le , Donna Ketchum, I D  421 

E456 Jones, Mary Fi ler, I D  422 

E457 Pomeroy, C. W. Ketchum, I D  423 

E458 Siemon, Mark Ketchum, I D  425 

E459 Gibson, Glenda Burley, I D  425 

E460 Norton , Nancy L. 426 

E461 Beezley, Carrie Twin Falls, I D  426 

E462 Beezley, Thomas R. Twin Fa lls, I D  427 

E463 Thompson, Becky 427 

E464 Woods, Cynthia Lou Twin Falls, I D  428 

E465 Bray, Richard D. Sun Valley, I D  429 

E466 Green, Ron C. Pocate 110, I D  429 

E467 Burwel l , Mer 1 in D. Pocate 110, I D  430 

E468 Christensen, Scott A. 431 

E469 Jones, Mary and Steve Garden Valley, I D  431 
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E478 Brown, Michael Idaho Falls, 10 448 

E 479 Pomeroy, Tom Ketchum, 10 449 

E480 Macdonald-Steward, Margaret Twin Falls, 10 450 

E 481 Sa lonya, Ca 1 Ha i ley, 10 451 

E 482 Paul, Taul Ketchum, 10 451 

E483 Knighton, R. B. Firth, 10 453 

E 484 Hammond, Waynette Moreland, 10 453 

E485 Hammond, C. E. I daho Falls, 10 454 

E486 Pi fer, Larry E.  Idaho Falls, 10 454 

E 487 Bruha, George J. Idaho Falls, 10 455 

E488 Smi th, Lisa Pingree, 10 455 

E489 Dunlap, Paul C. Idaho Falls, 10 456 

E 490 Taylor, Kenneth J. Idaho Falls, 10 456 

E 491 Ballesteros, Lucy B. Blackfoot, 10 457 

E492 Osborne, Morris Idaho Fa lls, 10 457 

E 493 McGee, Dr. K. C. Pocate 110, 10 458 

E494 McGee, Karen Pocate 110, 10 458 

E495 Johnstone, Jim Blackfoot, 10 459 

xix 



Order 

� Name Location Page No. 
E496 Packham, Dean A. Blackfoot, ID 459 

E497 Remer, Clarence 460 

E498 Cagen, Richard M. Pac ate 110, ID 460 

E499 Hyde, Will i am Idaho Falls, ID 461 

E500 Stopol, Richard Hai ley, ID 462 

E501 Smith, Garry R. Aiken, SC 462 

E502 Alban, Susan Ketchum, ID 463 

E503 Berier, Bret Ketchum, ID 463 

E504 Rudd, Gerald R. Boise, ID 464 

E505 Ferguson, Charles and Rosa 1 ie Idaho Falls, ID 464 

E506 Hawker, Milburn, Jr. Monteview, ID 465 

E507 Raeber, Hi ldega rd Ketchum, ID 465 

E508 Barta, James L. Twin Fa 11s, ID 466 

E509 Aschenbrenner, Paul Pocate 110, ID 467 

E51 0 Jangl, James F. Coeur d'Alene, I D 469 

E511 Hayward, Myna Blackfoot, ID 470 

E51 2 Can 1 in, Ron C. Chubbuck, ID 471 

E51 3 Wagner, John and Daryl Boise, ID 472 

E514 White, James R. Idaho Fa lls, ID 473 

E51 5 Hart, Ray Idaho Fa lls, ID 474 

E51 6 Paddock, Bi 11 Challis, ID 475 

E51 7 Haddon, Bill D. 476 

E51 8 Peck, David A. Pocate 110, ID 478 

E51 9 Albinson, Betsy Nampa, ID 480 

E520 Anderson, Cathy Idaho Falls, ID 481 

E521 Conroy, Richard A. McCammon, I D 482 
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E522 Troutner, Katherine H. Boise, 10 483 

E523 Call, Lloyd S. Pocate 110, 10 483 

E524 Clayton, J. E. Idaho Falls, 10 484 

E525 Leonardson, Evelyn K. Idaho Falls, 10 484 

E526 O'Brien, Kathy Pocate 110, 10 487 

E527 Burnes (Cepren) , Fr. Sergus Boise, 10 488 

E528 Duncan, Larry and Jeraldine Blackfoot, 10 490 

E529 Miller, Roy, Sr. Pocate 110, 10 491 

E530 Berriochoa, Randy Twin Falls, 10 492 

E531 Erickson, Richard F. Pocate 110, 10 493 

E532 Hi 11, De loris G. Idaho Fa lls, 10 494 

E533 Rigby, Mary Jayne Idaho Falls, ID 495 

E534 Bjonberg, Fami ly 495 

E535 Minow, Thomas G. Idaho Falls, 10 496 

E536 Finlayson, Richard S. Pocate 110, 10 496 

E537 Kirkpatrick, Dorthy Pocate 110, 10 497 

E538 Kissler, L. H. Boise, 10 497 

E539 Glover, Sandy Boise, 10 498 

E540 David, Ralph M. Idaho Fa 11 s,  10 498 

E541 David, Anita Idaho Falls, 10 499 

E542 Allen, Lowell R. Pocatello, 10 499 

E543 McHugh, John W. Coeur d'Alene, 10 500 

E544 Carlson, L. Ray Blackfoot, 10 500 

E545 Beasley, Lawrence M. Blackfoot, 10 501 

E546 Harbison, John W. Blackfoot, 10 501 

E547 Baker, Kenneth and Heather Sun Va lley, 10 502 
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E548 Wells, Mary Atho 1, ID 502 

E549 Moller, Joan Pocatello, ID 503 

E550 Hand, David Idaho Falls, ID 503 

E551 Harrison, Lex L. Pocate 110, ID 504 

E552 Bosen, Wendall R. Pocatello, ID 504 

E553 Aslett, Marvin Twin Fa lls, ID 505 

E554 Hon, William A. Boise, ID 505 

E555 Kirkpatrick, John R. Pocatello, ID 506 

E556 Hunter, Joe W. Boise, ID 506 

E557 Rowden, Connie Idaho Falls, ID 507 

E558 Browning, Elizabeth Idaho Fa lls, ID 507 

E559 Smith, Keith H. Idaho Falls, ID 508 

E560 Hansen, Virgi 1 D. Idaho Fa lls, ID 508 

E561 Ikard, Dorothy J. Blackfoot, ID 509 

E562 Brudene 11, Ingrid ( Mrs. William ) Boise, ID 509 

E563 Jensen, Dwight Pocate 110, ID 51 0 

E564 Hogan, Mary Jane Pocatello, ID 51 0 

E565 Nea 1, Ga ry R. Blackfoot, ID 511 

E566 Hoffman, Mike Shelley, ID 51 1 

E567 Be itz, Leona rd F. Inkom, ID 512 

E568 Hammond, Wendy Blackfoot, ID 51 2 

E569 Shadley, Sue Idaho Fa lls, ID 51 3 

E570 Alvarez, Susan K. Boise, ID 51 3 

E571 Black, Viola Burley, ID 51 4 

E572 Wellard, A. Clark Pocate 110, ID 51 4 

E573 Woods, Jack R. Pocate 110, ID 51 5 
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E57 4 Hanson, Clayne A. I daho Falls, I D  51 5 

E575 Purdy, L. N. Picabo, I D  516 

E576 Burwell, Dick Twin Falls, I D  51 6 

E577 Rigby, Robert L. Soda Springs, I D  51 7 

E578 Petitions 517 

E57 9 Hi 11, Beth Pocatello, I D  524 

E580 Turvey, Ellen Blackfoot, I D  524 

E581 Merre 11, Gerry I daho Falls, ID 525 

E582 Merrell, Mickey I daho Falls, I D  525 

E583 Turvey, Harold, Jr. Blackfoot, I D  526 

E584 Satterfield, H. Jack Pocatello, I D  526 

E585 Speck, James P. Ketchum, ID 527 

E586 Robinson, Joe Boise, I D  527 

E587 Jenkins, Paul Idaho Falls, I D  528 

E588 Lane, Robert J. Boise, I D  528 

E589 Park, Mahlon S. Boise, ID 529 

E590 Hill, C. E. Boise, ID 529 

E591 Dance, Sheldon Idaho Falls, I D  530 

E592 Clark, Beverly Idaho Falls, I D  530 

E593 Higgins, Bert Boise, I D  531 

E594 Hixon, Mel is s a  H. Sun Valley, I D  531 

E595 Whelan, Raymond Ketchum, ID 532 

E596 Pierce, Kenneth l. Denver, CO 532 

E597 Falconer, Mark Boise, ID 561 

E598 Myers, Edie Boise, ID 562 

E599 McCo llum, Lyn Boise, ID 562 
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Burges s,  J. Roger 

Hahn, Richard 

Harker, Barbara 

Harker, Dan 

Ha rms, John 

Ho It, Jane 

Miller, Beverl y 

Cosho, Janet 

Stra it, Dorothy 

Bennett, Virginia 

Gundersen, Lorraine 

Heberger, Roy 

Nelson, Martin 

Moore, Patrick 

Bennett, George 

Pat ino, Steve 

Garvin, Chuck 

Hey lmun, Ga i 1 

Emberton, David 

Rikoon, Robert and Debra 

Bradley, K. , and Kobe, M. 

Foraker-Thompson, Jane 

James, Robert C. 

Smith, Eugene Spencer 

Kobe, Edward 

Ha 11, Denn is 
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E626 Turner, Claire Boise, I D  590 

E627 Vogel, Charles Nampa, ID 591 

E628 Joslyn, Alvin W. Meridian, ID 591 

E629 Cooke, Kerry Boise, !' . ' 593 

E630 Gehrke, Craig Boise . . J 594 

E631 Barringer, John Boise, ID 596 

E632 Cram, Ole Boise, ID 596 

E633 Hayes, Roger Boise, ID 597 

E634 Gu i les, Peggy Boise, I D  598 

E635 Ha 11, Dale O. Boise, I D  598 

E636 Ham i lton, Curtis Boise, I D  599 

E637 Spofford, Pauline Boise, I D  600 

E638 Scharf, Lee Boise, I D  601 

E639 Brandt, Eric Sun Va lley, ID 602 

E640 Cornwa 11, Warren Boise, ID 603 

\ 
E641 Spofford, Cathy Boise, ID 603 

E642 McGrew, John and Jane Ha i ley, I D  605 

E643 Carson, Laura Boise, ID 605 

E644 Kiser, Ellie Boise, ID 606 

E645 Yerrity, K. , and Castrovi 110, p, 606 

E646 Dennis, Lisa Boise, ID 607 

E647 Brossman, Nancy Boise, ID 607 

E648 Merrill, Cons tance Y. Boise, ID 608 

E649 Merri 11, Scott D. Boise, ID 609 

E650 Skotte, Barbara Boise, I D  609 

E651 Thoms on, Abiga i 1 J. Boise, ID 6 1 0  
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E652 Taylor, Jack L. Boise, ID 610 

E653 Wren, Kathy Boise, ID 613 

E654 Brown, Scott Boi se, ID 614 

E655 Morris, Wayne Boise, ID 616 

E656 Crow, Di ane Boise, I D 617 

E657 Kavanaugh, Ken Boise, I D 618 

E658 Ross, Jeanette Boise, I D 619 

E659 Von A lten, Tom Boise, ID 619 

E660 Jackson, Andrea Boise, ID 620 

E661 Jones, Teresa Boise, ID 620 

E662 Wright, Ri chard Boise, ID 621 

E663 McMunigal, Carol Boise, ID 621 

E664 Dion, J. J. Boise, ID 622 

E665 Jones, Glenn Boise, ID 622 

E666 Hatab, Christine Boise, ID 623 

E667 Admire, Patricia Boise, ID 624 

E668 Kemper, Don Boise, ID 625 

E669 Kruskopf, Mark Boise, ID 626 

E670 Carriveau, Lori Boise, ID 627 

E671 Matzek, Betty Eagle, ID 627 

E672 Sevier, Dick Boise, I D 628 

E673 Hoefnagels, Cees Boise, ID 629 

E674 Ga 1 indo, Valerie Boise, ID 629 

E67 5  Knapp, Jon Eagle, ID 630 

E676 Boyles, Jean Boise, ID 631 

E677 Bjornsen, Fritz Boise, ID 634 
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E678 Bernatas, Susan Bo·ise, ID 635 

E679 Wooten, Kathie Boise, ID 637 

E680 Flinn, Alicia Boise, ID 638 

E681 Truman, Pat Boise, ID 638 

E682 Lundquist, Nathan Boise, ID 639 

E683 Thiebert, Deanna Boise, ID 640 

E684 Luke, Marie Boise, ID 641 

E685 Pi lotte, Dan Boise, ID 641 

E686 Fease, James Boise, ID 642 

E687 Brockett, Jason Boise, ID 643 

E688 Ca r 1 son, Bette Boise, ID 643 

E689 Byrom, John P. Idaho Falls, ID 644 

E690 Bird, James Michael Idaho Falls, ID 645 

E691 Cartee, Bertha M. Idaho Falls, ID 646 

E692 Elle, Jean Pocate 110, ID 647 

E693 Howe 11, Dennis Pocate 110, ID 647 

E694 Camp be 11, Bruce Rigby, ID 648 

E695 Ritchie, Stephen J. Idaho Fa 1".... ID 650 

E696 St. Clair, Barbara M. Idaho Falls, ID 651 

E697 Goepel, David Pocatello, ID 653 

E698 Clark, Robert B. Idaho Falls, ID 654 

E699 Brady, Cl iff Idaho Falls, ID 655 

E700 Park, Charles V. Idaho Falls, ID 656 

E701 Worley, Tal Idaho Falls, ID 657 

E702 Scott, Lynn Rigby, ID 658 

E703 Falconer, R. Mark Boise, ID 660 
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E704 Conner, Brian Boise, 10 662 

E705 Hall, Gary R. Boise, 10 663 

E706 Payton, Patty Boise, 10 664 

E707 Gilchrist, Holly Boise, 10 664 

E708 Delisio, Denise Boise, 10 665 

E709 Hogan, Jeff Boise, 10 665 

Ello Geisler, Trish 666 

Ell1 Penz, Troy Boise, 10 666 

E1l2 Hastings, Leanne Boise, 10 667 

E1l3 Skoye, Heather Boise, 10 667 

E1l4 Wood, Jim Boise, 10 668 

EllS Price, Brindi L. Boise, 10 669 

E1l6 Auld, Brandy Boise, 10 669 

E1l7 Hunter, Ed Idaho Falls, 10 670 

E1l8 Tanner, John Idaho Fa lls, 10 611 

E1l9 Park, Gary Idaho Fa lls, 10 611 

E720 E lle, John Pocate 110, 10 672 

E721 Carter, Linda Idaho Fa lls, 10 674 

E722 Freeman, Lyle Rigby, 10 676 

E723 Wiegand, Gayl H. Pocate 110, 10 676 

E724 Edgely, Ronald L. Pocate 110, 10 677 

E725 Day, Nick Idaho Falls, 10 679 

E726 Proksa, Dennis J. Poca te 110, 10 680 

E727 Proksa, Jessica Lynn Pocatello, 10 681 

E728 Minsha 11, Judy Inkom, 10 681 

E729 Wilbur, Dave L. Rexburg, 10 682 

xxv;;; 
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E730 Lempke, Chris Idaho Falls, I D  684 

E731 Falkingham, Suzanne I daho Falls, I D 685 

E732 Falkingham, David W. I daho Falls, I D  685 

E733 Dalton, William J. I daho Falls, ID 686 

E734 Anderson, Jack P. I daho Falls, ID 686 

E735 Fleischmann, Pamela Pocatello, I D  688 

E736 Fleischmann, Gary I daho Fa lls, I D  689 

E737 Hogan, Wi 11 iam E. Pocate 110, ID 690 

E738 Winter, Christopher T. Pocate 110, I D  691 

E739 Gagner, Lee I daho Falls, I D  691 

E740 Reale, Carta Pocate 110, I D  692 

E741 Kaufmann, Theresa M. Pocate 110, ID 695 

E742 Belzer, Frederick F. Pocate 110, ID 696 

E743 Jayne, Jerry I daho Fa l ls, ID 696 

E744 Asay, Larry Blackfoot, I D  697 

E745 Lapio 1 i, Max Rigby, ID 699 

E746 Coates, Nancy Pocate 110, I D  700 

E747 Sucher, Dennis I daho Falls, I D 701 

E748 Watters, Donald A. Shelley, I D  702 

E749 Watters, Laurie Shelley, I D  704 

E750 Sessions, Ron Ammon, ID 705 

E751 Oakes, Phi 1 ip I daho Fa lls, I D  706 

E 7 52 Walters, Steven J. B lackfoot, I D  707 

E753 Meredith, J. Casey Pocate 110, I D  708 

E754 McKim, Chris Pocate 110, I D  710 

E755 Breed, Michael S. Blackfoot, ID 7 1 2  
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E756 Breiter, Edward Idaho Falls, ID 7 1 2  

E757 Rhoads, Jeff and Ke 11 i e Inkom, ID 7 1 4  

E758 Bybee, Rita Inkom, ID 7 1 4  

E759 Sher, Cathy Lava Hot Springs, ID 723 

E760 Cantri 11, Judie C. Pocate 110, ID 724 

E761 Rahder, Bobbi Pocate 110, ID 724 

E762 Naftzger, Charles E. Pocate 110, ID 725 

E763 Naftzger, Raylene A. Pocate 110, ID 726 

E764 Cantrill, Dante Pocate 110, ID 726 

E765 Carney, Kathleen Pocate 110, ID 727 

E766 Teasley, M. , and Watson, D. Twin Falls, ID 728 

E767 Shoka 1, Edward C. Hagerman, ID 729 

E768 Wiethorn, Richard Ha i ley, ID 732 

E769 Palmer, Carol Bellevue, ID 734 

EllO Wiethorn, Edith Hailey, ID 735 

Ell1 Green, Judie Jerome, ID 737 

Ell2 Qua lls, Susan L. Jerome, ID 737 

Ell3 Moore, Gilbert R. Twin Falls, ID 738 

Ell4 Ransom, Bob Filer, ID 739 

Ell5 Ash, Virginia 8uh 1, ID 739 

Ell6 Fa i rchi l d, Dor is Buh 1, ID 740 

Ell7 Be 11, Jock Ha i ley, ID 741 

Ell8 McNevin, Anne E. Jerome, ID 742 

Ell9 Henna, Anita Twin Falls, ID 743 

E780 Berntha 1, E. J. Twin Falls, ID 744 

E781 McAllister, Judy Twin Falls, ID 7 45 

xxx 
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E782 Lenkner, Charles A. Twin Falls, 10 749 

E783 Ti lley, Barbara Hansen, 10 750 

E784 Gardner, Kathyrn Ann Twin Falls, 10 751 

E785 Sma 11, Will Picabo, 10 753 

E786 Ti lley, Mart in Hansen, 10 754 

E787 Rowe, Carl Ketchum, 10 755 

E788 Donart, Sa lly Ketchum, 10 756 

E789 Coiner, Wa It Kimberly, 10 757 

E790 Rickards, Peter Twin Falls, 10 758 

E791 Hoene, Phi 1 Ha i ley, 10 759 

E792 Nielsen, Garry M. Hansen, 10 760 

E793 Mitchell, Richard E. Twin Falls, 10 761 

E794 Sohman, Helen B. Twin Falls, 10 762 

E795 Thompson, Jerry Twin Falls, 10 762 

E796 Chapman, Char les J. Twin Falls, 10 763 

E797 Di llard, Sherry Buh 1, 10 765 

E798 Hutchinson, David Sun Valley, 10 766 

E799 Heinrich, Thomas G. , Jr. Ha i ley, 10 767 

E800 Drown, Teresa Ketchum, 10 767 

E801 Gibson, John E. Ketchum, 10 768 

E802 Shockey, Carla Burley, 10 768 

E803 Van Deusen, Ron Twin Falls, 10 770 

E804 Kreilkamp, Korrine Buh 1, 10 770 

E805 McGinnis, Mary Twin Falls, 10 771 

E806 Terra, Linda Sun Va lley, 10 772 

E807 Blanchard, Florence K. Be llevue, 10 772 

xxxi 
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ESOS He i lman, June E. Pocate 110, 10 773 

ES09 Anderson, Cinda Sun Valley, 10 774 

ES1 0 Caputo, Paula Ketchum, 10 774 

ESll Richardson, Regina Sun Valley, 10 775 

xxx; ; 
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TESTIMONY OF SENATOR JIM McCLURE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY PUBLIC HEARING 

ON THE 

SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 

BOISE, IDAHO 

MARCH 2 6 ,  1988 

I want to thank the department f o r  the opportunity to present my 

views on the Spe c 1 a l  Is ot ope Separation faci lity -- what I 

believe 1s an ext remely Import4nt proj ect  not j u s t  for Idaho but 

for the coun t ry as we l l .  

I support the Spe c i a l  Isotope Separation f a c i l ity ( S I S )  and I 

suppo rt it being bui lt 1n Idaho . I s t ate it thi s way ,  because 

think all o f  us need to remind ours elves that these hearings are 

being held for one reason -- to answer the quest ion : WHERE w i l l  

the SIS be bui l t ?  The d e c i s ion to BUILD t h e  S I S  h a s  been made . 

It was made several years ago , by the �dmlnlst ratlon , when the 

Nat ional Security Counc i l , the Department o f  Defens e and the 

Department o f  Energy realized there was no flexibility 1n our 

nat i on ' s  nuc l ear material  produc tion capab i 1 1 t y ,  and dete rmined 

that our national security  needs demanded the SIS be built . 

SIS hearing 
March 26, 1988 
Page 2 

This de cis ion was formalized in a letter from Secretary of Energy 

John He rrington and then -Secretary of Defense Caspar We1nberger 

to the Director of the Office o f  Management and Budget in January 

of 1 9 8 6 .  To quote from that letter,  " We c an not a l loW the 

Soviets great e r  spec 1al nuclear materials product ion and surge 

capac 1ty to c reate an even greater asymmetry in nuc lear 

capab i 1 1 t ies . Therefore , i t  is e s s ential t o  pres erve the opt ion 

to in1 t iate cons truct 1on of a Spec ial I s otope Separat i on Facility 

as soon as possible • • .  The National Security Council supports 

this pos 1 t ion . "  

I n  an enclosure with the l e t t e r ,  the two s ec ret aries added , " For 

reasons of National Security, DOD and DOE have c onc luded that an 

SIS production facili ty should be bui l t . Thi s  facility  w i l l  

provide a cont ingency again s t  unantic ipated inte rrupt i ons t o  the 

exist 1ng plutonium produc t i o n  c�pability and provide a cap�b i l i t y  

to counter a pos s ible Soviet breakout . "  

ThiS decis ion t o  BUILD the S I S  has been supported b y  tbe Congress 

of the United States for years . Congress has demons t rated this 

f i rs t ,  with funding for SIS res earch and deve lopment , and lately , 

with legis lation and additional funding for c o n s t ru c t ion and 

deployment of the S I S .  During the past yea r ,  as the nation ' s  

product ion capac ity has dropped from five operating reactors to 

4 . 9 . 4  
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three operating at less than 50% powe r ,  we 1n Congres s have seen 

the SIS as the only s t rong l ink 1n the f rag i l e ,  interdependent 

defense p rodu c t ion chai n .  By the t ime the SIS s tarts operating, 

i t  may be our only reliable source of weapo ns -grade p l utonium. 

The nat i on ' s  need for the S I S  has been thoroughly revi ewed and 

d i s cussed by t he A rmed Services and Approp r i a t i ons Comm i t tees 1n 

both Hou ses of Congress . None of us 1n Congress can comm i t  to 

spending c l o s e  t o  a b i l l ion dollars without a great deal o f  soul 

searching . But the consensus after each review has been t o  build 

the SIS , and b u i l d  i t  quickly . 

Recent l y ,  we lea rned the nation ' s  p l utonium goalR can be met now 

-- for the short term -- with weapons wi thdrawa ls and by 

reproce s s ing s c rap plutonium . But the f ac i l i t ies that process 

s c rap p l u t onium are aging , as are most faci l i t ies in the defense 

complex , and therefore are as frag i l e  as our reactors . 

The ref o re , f o r  DOE to meet long-term plu tonium goals , THE SIS 

MUST BE BUILT I NOT TO BUILD WOULD BE TO ENDANGER OUR COUNTRY ' S  

ABILITY TO PROVIDE ADEQUATELY FOR OUR NUCLEAR DETERRENT. 

So once agai n ,  l e t  me repeat : The purpose of these hearings i s  

not t o  debate whe ther o r  not t h e  S I S  shou l d  be bui l t .  The 

purpose of these hearings is to decide whether the Idaho Nat ional 

SIS hearing 
Ma rch 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  
Page � 

Engineering Labora t o ry me ets environmental guidel ines so that the 

pro j e c t  may be bui l t  the r e . The argume n t s  b y  many deal ing w i th 

whether or not  we need a nuclear deterre n t , whether the Russ ians 

or the U . S .  have more o r  less bombs and s o  on , is s imply not 

relevant t o  these hearings . The SIS w i l l  be bui l t .  That is the 

national wi l l .  The que� t i o n  is where it w i l l  be b u i l t  _ _  here in 

Idah o ,  or at another l o c a t ion . 

I b e l i eve the S I S  should be bu i l t  in Idaho . I b e l i eve most 

reSidents  wan t it b u i l t  i n  Ida�o . b e l i eve it can be built and 

operated s a f e l y  here without pOS i ng a t h reat to the pub l i c ,  the 

worke rs , or the envi ronment . could not endorse this  pro j e c t  i f  

t h a t  w e r e  not s o .  Fortuna t e l y ,  my belief i s  s u pported by t h e  

D r a f t  Envi ronmental Impac t  Statement we are reviewing h e r e  today . 

THE EIS t e l l s us the preferred s i t e  for the S I S  is the Idaho 

Nat i onal Eng inee ring Laboratory ( I NEL ) . Without  ques t i o n ,  the 

INEL safety and environmental record i s  exemp l a ry ; the best in 

the DOE s y s t e m ,  and three times b e t t e r  than the national ave rage . 

Th i s  record w i l l  only be enhanced with mon i t o ring by the 

Environme ntal Protection Agency and an independent safety 

overs ight board . 
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The EIS has addressed every conceivable envi ronmental conce rn , 

f rom s t o rage and transportation of n u c l e a r  was t e ,  to d i s charge of 

l i q u i d  e f f luent s ;  impact on groundwater and atmosphe r i c  

emis s i on s ,  and let me b r i e f l y  address the f indings : 

F i rs t ,  o u r  Snake River Aqu i f e r  w i l l  not be contaminated by any 

l i q u i d s  d i s charged f o rm the S I S ,  for NO RADIOACTIVE OR HAZARDOUS 

LIQUIDS WILL BE DISCHARGED FROM THE FACILITY. A l l  l iquids that 

are d i s charged must meet a long l i s t  of federal d r i nking water 

s t andards and go i n t o  e x i s t i n g  pe rcolat i on pond s ,  not the 

aqu i fe r .  Only 4 6 0  acre f e et o f  water p e r  y e a r  - - three 

hundredths of one p e r c e n t  o f  annual i rr i g a t i o n  w i thdrawal -- w i l l  

be taken f rom the aqu i f e r  for the SIS ; 

Secon d ,  the f a c i l i t y  1s des igned to Withs tand ground 

a c c e l e rations from an earthquake 8-10 t imes greater than those 

experienced a t  INEL during the Mt . Borah earthquake of 1 9 8 3 . 

That earthquake , by the way , h i t  7 . 3  on the Richter scale . Even 

though the p robab i l i ty of a tornado o c c u r r i n g  at the INEL is one 

1 n  1 2 , 8 0 0 ,  the SIS i s  d e s i gned to w i th s t and one of the worst 

pOS S ib l e , and i t  will be cons tructed above the mos t probable 

f l ood p l ain at the INEL ; 

SIS hearing 
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Thi r d ,  INEL has excel lent was t e  hand l i ng and s t orage f a c i l i t i e s ; 

low-level waste f rom the S I S  w i l l  be s to re d w i t h  the r e s t  of suc h  

mat e r i a l  produced at the INEL . Th e  was t e  c o n t aminated w it h  

p l u tonium _ _ t ransuranic waste -- w i l l  be s h i p p e d  t o  DOE ' s  W a s t e  

Isolation Pilot Plant 1n New  M e x i c o ; 

Fou r t h ,  a l l  shipments of was t e  and p l u tonium w i l l  be done in 

accordance with requirements f rom th e  Department o f  

Transpo r t a t i o n ,  t h e  Nu c l e a r  Regu latory Comm i s s i o n  a n d  DOE after 

being s e a l e d  i n  c e r t i f i e d  shipping c asks . Even though I am aware 

that the INEL excels at handl i n g  s h ipping t a s k s  such as these , I 

found it mos t  reas s u r ing to read that no one h a s  e v e r  b e e n k i l l e d  

i n  a n  a c c i dent w i t h  a s a f e  s e c u r e  transport -- t h e  t y p e  o f  

transport i n  which t h e  plutonium w i l l  be shipped . 

The thoroughness of the EIS is perhaps b e s t  demons t rated by the 

c a l c u l at ions made of o f f - s i t e  consequences from a " v i rt u a l l y  

incred i b l e "  acc ident s c e na r i o . Th is hypoth e t i c a l  a c c i dent 

i n c l uded a b u i l d i ng-wide fire i n  th e  plutonium f a c i l i t y ,  w i th the 

fire suppression system i n  the building and all a i r  p a r t i c l e  

f i l t e rs f a i l ing , 2 5  kil ograms of plutonium at r i s k  ( n o t  put 1n 

protec t i ve s t orage ) and no emergency response from the f i re 

brigades . The c a l c u lated exposur e  to anyone at the s i t e  boundary 
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would be somewhat l e s s  than a y e a r l y  dose of natural ly-occur ring 

background radiat i o n .  

I mus t  agree w i th t h e  conc l u s i on o f  t h e  DRAFT EIS that t h e  S I S  

w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  Idaho ' s  envi ronment o r  i t s  c i t i zens in any 

harmfu l way . 

But the S I S  w i l l  a f f e c t  e a s t e rn Idaho and the ent i re s t a t e  in 

bene f i c i a l  way s . The total proj e c t  c o s t  w i l l  b e  around $ 9 0 0  

m i l l 1on , with $ 6 0 0  mi ll ion o f  t h a t  for c o n s t r u c t ion . It w i l l  

provide j o b s  f o r  up to 4 4 0  cons t ru c t ion worke rs for f o u r  or f i ve 

years . Over $ 1 6 0  m i l l i on in procu rement cont racts w i l l  be l e t , a 

good part of which should come to Idaho b u s i ne s s e s . When the S I S  

is  operat ing , i t  w i l l  provide j obs f o r  7 5 0  people , putt ing about 

$65 m i l l ion annually into the State ' s  economy . 

The i n i t i a l  m i s s ion for S I S  w i l l  keep it ope rat ing for 7 to 8 

years . A f t e r  tha t ,  it w i l l  be available to p u r i fy othe r ,  less 

abundant DOE-owned mate rial . The l a s e r  technol ogy used i n  the S I S  

is  s ta t e -o f -the -a rt . I t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  e xpand Idaho ' s  

economic devel opment in unforeseen ways , such as i n c reasing the 

high te chnology resea rch and deve l opment at INEL and c reating 

sat e l l i t e  b u s i n e s s e s  and indu s t r i e s  around Idaho . 

S I S  hearing 
March 26, 1 9 8 8  
Page 8 

It should be pointed out that not too long ago , DOE was ready to 

decomm i s s i o n  the Power Bu r s t  Fac i l i t y  reac t o r .  We have s ince 

d i s covered that reac t o r  i s  ideally s u i ted for a new and exc i t ing 

t reatment for brain tumors , and we a re de ve loping a cancer 

t r e a tment center at that site that holds g reat p romi s e . With the 

many app l i c a t i ons that las e rs have in a l l  aspects of our l i ves , 

I ' m w i l ling to b e t  that the technology u s e d  in the S I S  w i l l  have 

app l i c a t ions we can ' t  even imagine today . 

The v e ry f i r s t  s e ntence of o u r  Constitut ion demands that we 

" provide for the national defens e . "  There is no quest ion that 

the SIS is an i n tegral and very nece s s a ry part i n  " p roviding f or  

( Ame r i ca ' s )  common defense . "  SIS i s  needed . I t  w ill be b ui l t .  

I bel i e ve i t  should b e  a n  i n t egral part o f  INEL . To those who 

q u e s t ion whether defense proj e c t s  should be a par t of the INEL 

lands cape , l e t  us not forget that Ame r i c a ' s  nuc l e a r  navy began in 

Idaho , at the INEL , and remains , to this day , an integral part of 

that f ac i l i t y . In I�aho , our  commitment to o u r  nation ' s  s e c u r i t y  

a n d  d e f e n s e  is  s t i l l  s t rong . 

Let me c l o s e  with an admon i t i o n ,  both to those of you who a re 

p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h i s  hearing and , I hope , to a l l  Idahoans . That 

is that when you �ec ide for yours e l f  whe t her you think the S I S  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  
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SI S h e a r i ng 
March 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  
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should be b u i l t  1n Idah o ,  lOOK b e y o n d  the r h e t o r i c  and examine 

the fac t s . 

I t t s  b e e n  al mo s t  two years s ince Idaho was chosen as the 

p r e f e r r e d  s i t e  f o r  the S I S .  And during that t i me , the organized 

opponents o f  t h i s  proj e c t  have b e e n  e x t remely s k i l l f u l  1n 

manipu l a t ing pub l i c  f e a rs , s ay i n g  that the w o r s t - c a s e  s cenarios 

could be  the order of t he day i f  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  1s  b u i l t . 

Lad i e s  and g e n t l emen , fe ar  s e l l s . And the o rganized opponents o f  

this p r o j e c t h a ve b e e n  t h e  merchants o f  f e a r ,  play ing to the 

publ ic ' s  w o r s t  nightmares and prey ing o n  t h e i r  fear o f  the 

unknown . That 1 s  not o n l y  i nc orre c t ;  I b e l i e v e  it 1s 

i r re s p ons i b l e  i n  the e x t reme . 

There is one way to overcome tha t ,  and that 1s f o r  the people of 

I daho look b e y o n d  t h e s e  s c ar e  tactics and e xa m i ne the fac ts . 

Examine the c o n c lu s i ons  contained in the EnVironmental Impa c t  

Statement . E x amine what i t  s ays a b o u t  the s af e ty o f  this 

p roj e c t . Exam i n e  the conclus ions of s c i e n t i f i c  and s afety 

e xpert s ,  c ompar e d t o the c har ges and c l aims of s e lf-sty led 

interest gr ou ps . Then ,  I b e l i eve , people w i l l  unde r s t and what 

this d e b a t e  is all about . 

[ 1 6 1  

TESTIHONY OF LAIlRY E. CRAIG 

ON 

Ttu! SPECIJ.L ISOTOP� SEPARATION PROJECT 

I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO B� K�RE TODAY , TO TESTIFY ON THE DRAFT 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT S'rATEMENT ON TilE SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT. 

WE ARE ALL AWARE, THE DRAFT STATEMENT \lAS D�S IGNED TO DETERMINE THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS or THE DEPllTKENT or ENERGY' S I'Iil0POS�D ACTION TO 

AS 

CONSTRUCT THE SIS AT THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LA60RATORY. AS WE ALSO 

�ow, ntE DOE ' S  PREPERRED ALTt!RNATIVE IS 'ro BUILD THE PR.OJECT AT INEL RATHER 

TRAN TVO OTHER LOCATIONS STUDIED -- THE 1lAHF0RD SITt AND THE SAVANNAH �lVER 

PUlIT. 

I All CERTAIN A NUKBER OF QUESTIONS REGAIIDING 'rIlE PLACEIIENT or THE SIS IN IDAHO 

'JILL BE lUISED AT THIS HEllING. ALL or THEM DESERVE TO BE ANSWERED. AND YET. 

nOH READING THE DRAFT EIS , IT APPEllS !!ANY OF TI\£ CONCERNS REGARDING THE 

TRANSPORTATION Of NUCLEAR KATERIAL. IIAS1£ DISPOSAL. SAFETY OF THE UNDERGROUND 

AQUIfER AND IIORJ{l!R SAPETY ALREADY HAVE BEEN THOROUCHLY EXPLORED. UDIATJON 

DOSAGH AND HRALTN RISKS DUlUNG 1I0lU!AL OPEllATIONS HAS lEON DETEIKINED 1.8 

INCONSEQUENTIAL. 

I ALSO IIOULD LIKE TO ElIPHASIZE TIlE INEL' S LONG AND SUCCESSFUL HISTORY. SINCE 

ITS HISTORIC PEAT IN 1951 or USING KIICLEAR FISSION TO PRODUCR RLECTRICITY . 
INEL HAS ENJOyeD GRl!AT ATTENTION BY THE SCIENTIFIC COHIIIJIIITY. IN THI PABT. 

TH! SIT! lUS BEEN A TESTING GROUND FOR KIICLEJ.a POWER FueLS . TIllS USURCR WAS 

2 . 1 . 1  

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 



3 . 3 . 1  

CJ) 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 7 

6 . 1 .  2 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 5  

'_ge 2 

CONDUCTr.o AT THE POWER BUKST FACILITY. WHICH IS CURRENTLY ON STANDBY, f'E'UHNG 

NEil PROCIWfS . THE SIU IS ALSO KNOIIN PO� ITS EXT�NSIYE RESEAIICH IN YU�L 

DAIIAGE TESTINC AT THE LOSS-Or-YLUID-TEST UACrOR. AND A NEil YUEL MCOYE�Y 

PROCESS ItAS BEGUN OPERATION AT THP. SITE. AS HAS A CHI!HICAL PROC�SSING 

LARORATORY. THES� AM BUT A FEW 01 A GMAT HAllY �XPERIMENTS AND PROJECTS THAT 

HAYE CONT�IBUTED TO THE PR�STIGIOUS HISTORY OP INEL. 

THE SITE CONTINUES TO EXPAND ITS PROGIWf llAS� AS FEDERAL AND PRIYATE 

COMHUNITIr.S RECOCNIZF. [TS CURRENT AND FUTURE CAPABILITIES. INEL [S CURRENTLY 

A STRONC CONTENDER FOR VARIOUS PROJECTS. INCLUD[NG A NUCLEAR LASER PROGIWf AND 

A SMALL ROCKET "OTOR £XPERI"ENTAL PACILITY. 

I BELI"'E IT IS r.SSENTIAL THAT WE MAINTAIN TIllS HEALTHY AND VIABLE 

RELATtONSHIP IIITH THE DEPARTllENT OF ENERCY. TIlE DEPARTHENT or DEFENSE. THE 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADHINISTRATION. TIlE U.8. DEPARTMENT OF 

INTlaIOR. THE U.S EHVIIlONHENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY AND PRIVATE HRHS UNDER 

CONTRACT. TIll! SIS PROJECT IS till PBIIJ'JlCT VllDICU POI. CONTIIlUIHO THIS YALUAIILB 
RELATIOIISBIP. IT IS A SAPE OPERATION AND A NlEDED FACILITY FO� THE REPINEMENT 
OF PLUTONIUM. AND IT I/OULD HAl(E TIlE INEL A WORLD LEADER IN LASER TECHNOLOGY . 
HOII SAFE \lILL IT BE FO� IDAHOANS TO PLACE THE SIS AT INELT I THINK THS DOK ' .  
EIS STATEHENT ANSIII!RS TIlAT QUESTION. FURTHER ASSURANCES. I BELI!VE, CAN BE 

FOllHD IY LOOUNC AT THE UlIPRICEDENTED HISTORY or s ..... TY AT THE IHIL SIn: OVER 
ITS 39 Y!AHS OP tXISTENCE. STATISTICS ay TIlE NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL OVEIL THE 

P.,. 1 

HOST RECENT FIVE-YEAH PERIOD SHOW INJUKt�S AT THE SITE ARE 65 P�'CENT BELOW 
THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. 

AS INDICATED BY TUE US. THE SIS PROJECT WOULD HAVE MINIHAL EHVIRONltENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES PRO" ITS CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION. IDAHO CAN ONLY STAND TO 
CAIN PROM THIS PROJECT. AS I HAV! HENTION!D BEFOKE. ALL THE COMPONENTS FO� 
EXPANSION O. IHEL ARE APPARENT. ITS TRlHENDOUS SAFETY RlCOaD, ITS HISTORIC 
SCIENTIrtC ADVANCES AND ITS CAPACITY TO SERVt THIS SPECIFIC NEED ALL HAKB THE 
INEL THE IDEAL LOCATION FOR THIS PRO.1l!CT. THE SIS IN IDAHO CAN ON�Y ENHANCE 
OUR aCONONT III!ILE CAUSING NO IIARII TO THB BHVIRONHENT. 

6 . 1 .  2 



""-.l 2 . 1 . 1  

6 . 1 .  2 

E l 6 2 

€i"':" "'1B-' . .  :i ;,.",,,,,, I ? 
�/ , : 

STATE OF I DAHO 
OFRCE 01 Ttl E  ATl'OAMEY OI.NI!IUIL 

JIIoI,JONEa 110181: 83720 
ATTOI'INIY OI!MEMl 

Dr . Clay Nichol. 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  Department o f  Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l . , ID 8 3 4 0 2  
Dear Or . Nicho l s :  

March 2 5 ,  1 9 8 8  

TELEPHON[ 12081 U4·Z400 

I have reviewed the draft Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Speci a l  I sotope Separation project ( S I S )  and find it to be a 
reasonable and credible piece of work, particularly as it pertains 
to the preferred location at the Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory . It appears that construction and operation of the 
project in accordance with the proposed procedures and safeguards 
Bet forth in the draft EIS would not pose seriouB health or safety 
consequences for Idaho citizen s .  There fore , I would urge that the 
EIS be finally approved and adopted and that the project move 
forward . 

As Idaho Attorney Gener a l ,  I have taken an active interest in 
nuclear transportation, safety and storage issues over the last 
several years. For a period o f  two and h a l f  years I served as 
chairman o f  the Energy Committee o f  the National Association of 
Attorneys General (NAAG) . As a result I became acquainted with 
transportation procedures required under federal law for 
transportation of high level and transuranic nuclear wastes and 
with i ssues relating to high level waste storage . While I have 
generally been a supporter of the nuclear industry , particularly 
the work at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory , I have also 
been concerned with safety i s sues .  When it appeared that the 
proposed Hanford high level repository might pose unacceptable 
transportation and storage risks , my office instituted litigation 
to bring about a reconsideration o f  the Hanford site . This 
background is provided to indicate that I have reviewed the draft 
EIS with a critical eye for safety i s sues .  

Dr . Clay Nichols 
March 2 5 ,  1 9 8 8  
page - 2 

My review of the draft EIS indicates that construction and 29 2 operation of the SIS facilities at the INEL in accordance with the 5 .  . 
proposed procedures and sa feguards would not pose serious health 
or safety risks . It appears that adequate safeguards are proposed 
for handling and transportation o f  nuclear materials and disposal 
o f  waste products . I note that the amount o f  transuranic waste 5 30 3 8 that would be generated each year by operation o f· the SIS would • • •  

represent a maximum increase o f  1 0  percent of the vo lume o f  
transuranic waste presently generated at the INEL . The report 
states that under a l l  normal transuranic waste hand ling , 
proce ssing , and storage conditions , the potential environmental 
consequences o f  the additional quantity o f  transuranic waste 
generated by SIS operation would be neglectable . This conclusion 5 2 9  9 7  
appears to be reasonable and supportab le . The report indicates 

• • 

that a maximum of nine additional rail shipments per year o f  
transuranic waste would be transported from the INEL to the WIPP 
storage facil ity in New Mexico . 

The EIS indicate that there would be no sign i f icant exposure 
o f  Idaho citizens to risk either from operation o f  the S I S  
facilities or from transportation of materials to and from the 
INEL . My review of the document leads �� to concur . 

Going beyond the safety cons iderations ,  it appears that the 
construction and operation of the S I S  facilities at the INEL would 
produce significant benefits for Idaho. Est imates indicate that 
it would provide up to 4 0 0  jobs during the peak construction 
phase . I t  i s  predicted that plant operation w i l l  provide 4 1 0 
direct jobs and 3 4 0  support position s .  The project would add a 
new dimension to technological advancemen"t at the INEL, putting 
Idaho in a leadership position i n  the application o f  thi s  advanced 
laser techno logy . 

Based upon my review of this matter 
proceeding with the SIS project at the INEL. 
it i f  you would make this letter part o f  the 
to the draft EIS . 

S i ncerely , 

would support 
I would appreciate 

record with respect 

�K Oi�O���S
GENERAL 

JTJ /tg 
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Idaho State Senate 

SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 
President Pro Tempore 

SENATE CHAMBERS 

CAPITOL BUILOING 

BOISE. IDAHO 83120 

Mr . Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

March 2 5 ,  1 9 8 8  

Thank y o u  for allowing m e  th i s  opportunity in this 
forum to express my opinion. 

I commend the Department of Energy for the public 
hearing process, as well as the fact that because someone 
may not be able to attend any hearing s ,  written statenl€nts 
receive the same weight or consideration as verba l state
ments . 

Idaho has played an important role in the development 
of many firsts . Idaho has played a very important role in 
the development of nuclear power as evidenced by the fact 
that the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory sets on the 
site that saw many o f  the key developments i n  the commercial 
nuclear power program and the birth of the Naval nuclear 
power program. 

And now once again, Idaho has the opportunity to be 
selected, by you the professional s ,  for a project that will 
provide flexibility and contigency from now into the next 
century. 

This high technology laser energy prGject w i l l  not 
only benef i t  INEL but the state of Idaho through advanced 
technological areas with potential spin-off applications 
i n  other commercial/ research contexts . The national defense 
of our country is of paramount importance and the INEL has 
been involved for many years in nuclear testing for this 
defense. 

Ii)L�":bd'" .::#0 14>.3 
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How much i s  needed in nuclear weapon s ?  Wel l ,  let me say that I believe the Presiden t .  I believe the National Security Council and Congress when they establish those needs . They know the needs of the armed services .  The nuclear weapons stockpile memorandum i s  prepared annua lly by the Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of Defense and then passed to the parties I have mentioned. I accept the fact that the nuclear weapons stockpi l e  memorandum i s  a classi fied docuwent that recommends the number and composition o f  nuclear weapons and material required to defend the United States. 

Let me say again, that I believe in a strong defense. The national defense of this country i s  very , very important. I am also concerned about maintaining a flexibility because of the aging reactors complex problem . INEL is a national lab . r C\ppreciate the fact that INEL is willing to fol low that national mandat e .  INEL h a s  a history of s a f e  and responsible management of nuclear activities . There is a proven tract record of INEL ' s  abi l ity to meet the demanding requirements while maintaining the highest standards o f  safety and reliability . 

4 . 9 . 1  

4 . 7 . 1  

5 . 2 4 . 2 1  

The S I S  pro j ect , through the latest laser energy w i l l  provide the capability t o  cleanup DOE-owned defense p lutonium not currently usable for defense program application s .  The S I S  p r o j e c t  does n o t  produce additional plutonium, b u t  rather, througr 5 
2 7  9 3 this high technology mod i f ies the composition of existing • •  • plutonium. 

The nuclear weapons stockpile memorandum identifies the need for the nuclear materials . It is DOE ' s  responsibi l i ty to provide the facilities to meet this need . 

The INEL is a sign i f icant contributor to eastern Idaho ' s  economy as well as the state ' s  economy . The INEL has been a good national laboratory which makes its facility and personnel national assets and should be applied to national needs as determined by Congress and the President. 

I am confident INEL can handle this SIS project. I 
recommend and encourage the siting of this pro ject and that 
the Department of Energy i s  requested to desisnate Idaho a s  
the location for t h e  facility at the Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory . 

Thank you . 

senator J�� 
5 4 0 0  s .  Cole Road 
Boi s e ,  Idaho 8 3 7 0 9  
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MR. CHAIRMAN , LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME THIS OPPORTUNITY IN THIS 

FORUM TO EXPRESS MY OPINION. 

I COMMEND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY FOR ESTABLISHING 

AND IMPLEMENTING PROCEDURES TO ASSURE THAT THE REQUIRE

MENTS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT ARE ADE

QUATELY ADDRESSED IN THE PUBLIC FORUM. 

IT IS MY BELIEF THAT IDAHO PEOPLE HAVE PURSUED THE 

BENEFITS AT INEL BECAUSE THERE IS A HISTORY OF SAFE AND 

RESPONSIBLE MANAGEMENT OF NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES . THERE IS 

A PROVEN TRACT RECORD OF INEL ' S  ABILITY TO MEET THE 

DEMANDING REQUIREMENTS WHILE MAINTAINING THE HIGHEST 

STANDARDS OF SAFETY AND RELIABILITY . 

IT IS MY BELIEF THAT THOSE HIGH STANDARDS OF SAFETY 

AND RELIABILITY NOT ONLY INCLUDE ACTIVITIES AT INEL BUT 

ALSO IN TRANSPORTATION OF MATERIALS TO AND FROM INEL. 

THE PRIMARY GOAL , I BELIEVE , OF THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

IS PUBLIC SAFETY . I HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE COOPER

ATION BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, THE DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION AS WELL AS THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY 

COMMISSION. TRANSPORTATION SAFETY RECORDS ARE EXCELLENT 

AND CLEARLY SHOW TO ME THAT THE PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC 

AND THE ENVIRONMENT IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE . I KNOW THAT 

LIAISONS HAVE BEEN MAINTAINED WITH STATE POLICE ORGAN

I ZATIONS FOR YEARS . AND NOW AS TRANSPORTATION SAFEGUARD 

SYSTEMS HAVE EXPANDED AND MORE FORMAL ARRANGEMENTS WERE 

ESTABLISHED AT THE GOVERNORS ' LEVEL AND STAFFS AS WELL 

AS THE STATE POLICE STAFFS . ESCORTS ARE ARMED AND 

PAGE 2 

TRAINED TO SPECIFIC CRITERI A .  I HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED 

WITH THE TRACKING SYSTEM, THE QUALIFIED CARRIERS THE 

RIGOROUS MAINTENANCE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE . 

INEL HAS BEEN A GOOD NEIGHBOR AND CITIZEN FOR 

ABOUT 35 YEARS . THEY HAVE OFTEN PLAYED THE PART OF 

THE " GOOD SAMARITAN" IN A VARIETY OF WAYS . THEY HAVE 

RESPONDED AS A GOOD NEIGHBOR FOR EXAMPLE ON HIGHWAY 

SPILLS EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE NOT INVOLVED BUT RES

PONDED TO A REQUEST FOR HELP BECAUSE OF THEIR EXPERTISE. 

INEL HAS RESPONDED TO GOVERNMENT AND CIVIC OR

GANIZATIONS WITH ORIENTATIONS AND TRAINING PROGRAMS . 

INEL IS AN OUTSTANDING PARTNER .  AM IMPRESSED 

BY THE OPENNESS OF INEL MANAGEMENT WITH DATA THAT IS 

REQUESTED FROM THEM. 

I AM CONFIDENT INEL CAN HANDLE THIS SIS PROJECT. 

RECOMMEND AND ENCOURAGE THE SITING OF THIS PROJECT 

AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY IS REQUESTED TO 

DESIGNATE IDAHO AS THE LOCATION FOR THE FACILITY AT 

THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY . 

THANKYU •  ;j;#/;iA':'�£ 
sen��� Mark Ric�t:· 

3 3 4 8  s .  1 4 0 0  W .  
Rexburg, Idaho 8 3 4 4 0  
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MAJORITY LEADER 

House of Representatives 
State of Idaho 

D r .  Clayton Nichols 
S I S  Project Manager 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 8 3 4 0 2  

March 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  

Dear Dr . Nicho l s , Ladies and Gentleme n :  

�'o\"" "* I �S 
COMMITTEES 

WA V5 AND ..... EANS 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on the Environmental Impact 
Statement on the Special Isotope Separation Project being considered 
by the u . S .  Department of Energy. 

I support l al ternative 1 1 ,  as stated in the Execut ive Summary . This 
a l ternative would place the project at the Idaho National Engineering 
Lab ( INEL) near Idaho Fal l s .  The existing fac i l i t ie s  a t  the site have 
been a posit ive factor in the commun ity and the state . We value the 
expertise and social concerns o f  the professionals there . 

I feel that the SIS project would be a contribution to the stab i l i ty 
and growth of our state 1 s  economy . Of the e stimated $ 9 3 7-million 
budget ,  the actual fac i l i ty cost i s  projected at $ S O S- m i l l i o n .  The 
e s t imates are that a peak construction workforce o f  4 4 0  direct and 
indirect personnel would be requ ired. �Since Idaho can readily supply 
this workforce , the in-migration of construction workers would not be 
necess ary . 

It is my understanding that construction of the project would enta i l  
a Laser Support Facility cons isting o f  a Laser Support Building, a 
Dye Pump Building, a Load Center Building, a Plutonium Processing 
Fac i l i ty with a Plutonium Proce ssing Building and an Admin i strat ive 
Building. We would be most pleased to see construction of these 
facilities begin in Idaho i n  June of 1 9 8 9 .  

- 1 -

March 2 6 , 1 9 8 8  
page 2 

Idaho welcomed the initial research fac i l i ti e s  many years ago and was 
proud to be the location for the first production of electricity from 
nuclear power .  We have found the sa fety level en forced a t  INEL in 
both construction and operations superior to the national averages for 
construction and nuclear industrie s .  

We would be pleased for the opportunity to partic ipate i n  the development 
of this pro j e c t .  The economic bene fits and the scientific in formation 
that will be gained from the various components o f  the project will have 
a bene f i c i a l  impact for many years . I encourage the selection of Idaho 
as the site for this project. There are many reasons why Idaho i s  the 
best site for the SIS , I hope your decision w i l l  be to place the fac i l ity 
here . 

Thank you . 

JCK : db 

Sincerely , 

Jack C .  Kennevick 
Majority Leader 
Idaho House o f  Representatives 
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Idaho State Senate 
CAPITOL BUILDING 

BOISE 

March 2 5 .  1988 
H R .  CHAIRHl'I.N , LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME THIS OPPORTUNITY IN THIS FORUM TO 

EXPRBSS MY OPINION . 

e<:J!,MTTEES 
-_.""'" 

�,�l1"I&WafNE 

IDAHOANS ,  FOR THE HOST PART I BELIEVE , HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PROUD 

CONCERNED CITIZENS . WE HAVE PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF MANY FIRSTS . THAT ROLE HAS BEEN LED BY A WORK FORCE THAT IS SECOND 

TO NONE. 

THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY CONTRACTORS IN EASTERN 

IDAHO ARE THE LARGEST PRIVATE EMPLOYERS IN IDAHO, PROV IDING MORE THAN 

8 0 0 0  JOBS. TEN THOUSAND PLUS PEOPLE WORK AT INEL - THAT ' S  ABOUT 2 1 / 2 %  

O F  IDAHO ' S  TOTAL WORKFORCE. 

IF I MAY , HR. CHAIRMAN , I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT A BIT MORE AS 

TO WHAT INEL DOES FOR THE STATE OF IDAHO. APPROXIMATELY $ 5 0  MILLION 

ANNUALLY I S  AWARDED BY DOE IN CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS TO IDAHO FIRMS . 

EG&G IDAHO , THE LARGEST SITE CONTRACTOR, SPENDS ABOUT $ 3 0 . 5  MILLION 

ANNUALLY WITH 900 IDAHO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS. 

THE SIS PROJECT IS EXPECTED TO REQUIRE A PEAK CONSTRUCTION WORK 

FORCE OF ABOUT 440 PERSONS AND A LONG TERM OPERATING WOru< FORCE OF 

ABOUT 7 5 0  PERSON S .  
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THIS BECOMES AN EVEN MORE IMPORTANT FACTOR WHEN YOU 

STOP AND THINK THAT DURING THE PAST FEW YEARS , SOME 

OF THE MAJOR PROJECTS AT THE SITE HAVE BEEN COMPLETED 

WITHOUT FOLLOW-ON MAJOR PROJECTS TO TAKE THEIR PLACE . 

NEEDLESS TO SAY , THAT DOES CAUSE CONCERN AND DOES CAUSE 

THE POTENTIAL FOR LOSS OF A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF 

JOBS . 

ONE OF THE FOREMOST CONCERNS OF MANY IDAHOANS 

IS THE CREATION AND RETENTION OF JOB OPPORTUNITIES . 

THE ATOMIC VAPOR LASER ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROCESS 

USED IN THE SIS PROJECT IS A NEW HIGH TECHNOLOGY 

WITH POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL APPLICATION WHICH COULD 

BE TRANSFERRED TO INDUSTRY IN IDAHO AND OTHER STATES . 

LASERS ARE NOT NEW, WE ALL KNOW THAT . LASERS 

WERE INVENTED IN 1 9 6 0 .  HOWEVER, THE RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT SEEMS TO BE TAKING GIANT STEPS . OVER A 

BILLION DOLLARS WAS SPENT ON LASER RESEARCH AND DE

VELOPMENT IN 1 9 8 5 . WE ALL SEE LASERS AT WORK TODAY -

SUPERMARKET SCANNERS , LASER PRINTERS , MISSILE GUIDANC � ,  

CORNEA SHAPING, REPAIRING DETACHED RETINAS , COMPACT 

AUDIO DISC PLAYERS - JUST TO MENTION A FEW. 

WHAT ALL IS IN STORE FOR THIS TYPE OF LASER OR 

ITS SPIN OFFS? WE KNOW A FEW OF THE ANSWERS , BUT I 

SUSPECT WE DON ' T  KNOW THEM ALL . 

I SUSPECT WHEN THE PBF REACTOR WAS FIRST BUILT 

YEARS AGO AT INEL THEY DID NOT KNo;; THAT IT �/OULD BE 

EVENTUALLY USED FOR THE BNCT PROJECT WHICH IS A 
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POSSIBLE BRAIN CANCER RADIATION THERAPY THAT JUST MAY 

HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR SAVING THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS 

OF LIVES EVERY YEAR. 

IDAHO AND INEL HAVE A STRONG RELIABLE PARTNER-

3 . 2 . 2 2  SHIP. IT IS MY BELIEF THAT INEL WILL DO ANYTHING AND 

EVERYTHING TO MAKE SURE A STRONG PARTNERSHIP IS 

MAINTAINED . AND EQUALLY, I BELIEVE IDAHO WILL DO 

ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING TO MAKE SURE A STRONG PARTNER

SHIP IS MAINTAINED . 

1 . 1  
I AM CONFIDENT INEL CAN HANDLE THIS SIS PROJECT. 

I RECOMMEND AND ENCOURAGE TH� SITING OF THIS PROJECT 

AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY IS REQUESTED TO 

DES IGNATE IDAHO AS THE LOCATION FOR THE FACILITY AT 

THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY. 

THANK YOU. dn.-V /4/� 
Senator Ann Rydalch 
3 8 2 4  E. 1 7 th Street 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 8 3 4 0 1  
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March 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  
Marsha G .  Lucchesi 
Robert J .  Lucchesi 
4 2 1 1  N . Jenni f e r  PI 
Boi s e ,  I daho 83704 

Untied States Department of Energy 
Dr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operati o n s  Office 
785 DOE Place 
I d aho Fal l s , Idaho 8 3 40 2 - 1 1 3 3  

D r .  Nichol s ,  

W e  w i s h  t o  make a statement i n  oppo s i t i on t o  construction of 

any Special I sotope Separation ( S I S )  Fac i l ity anywhe re , but 

e s p e c i a l l y  not in Idaho . The United States has enough nuclear 

weapons stockp i l e d  to destroy the worl d . The more nuclear 

material and or weapons ava i l ab l e ,  the chances of having a 
, 

nuc l e a r  accident is multip l i e d . The promotion of this f a c i l i ty 

in Idaho so that 7 5 0  " I dahoans " can have jobs is ludicrous . I f  

o n e  l i f e  i s  lost , or one part of thi s world i s  contaminated f o r  

tens of thousands of years , the price is t o o  high. Are we going 

to sell our moral values f o r  twenty pieces of s i lver and promote 

the current m i l itary approach? We say no ! The reasoning that 

the Soviet ' s  are b u i l d ing more weapons is a ' ti t -for-tat ' 

phi l osophy that may destroy the worl d .  W e  have n o  control over 

the Soviet ' s ,  but we do have control over ourselves . If we 

stand up today and say DQ to more nuclear weapons , it w i l l  be u s  

showing the w o r l d  t h a t  o n e  nuclear weapon i s  o n e  t o o  many . 

c:/JPAsL$L<c- c� 
QI; (\ (jhesi / 

Robert � �  
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D r . C l a y  N i c h o l s  
7 8 5  DOE P l a c e  
I d a h o  Fa l l s ,  I D  8 3 4 0 1  

D e a r  D r .  N i c h o l s :  

E 1 68 

Ma r c h  2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  

I w o u l d  l i k e  to e x p r e s s  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  
l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  I N E L  f a c i l i t y  h e r e  i n  I d a h o . 

I o b j e c t  to t h e  p r o j e c t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  r a d i o a c t i v e  v a p o r s  
a n d  � a s t e s  i n  I d a h o ' s  �n v i r o n m e n t .  I o b j e c t  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
o f  p l u t o n i u m  o v e r  I d a h o ' s  h i g h wa y s . I q u e s t i o n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
f o r  S I S  w h e n  t h e  R e a g a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E n e r g y  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  t he p l u t o n i um s t o c k p i l e  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  
a l r e a d y  h a s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  f o r  n e w  w e a p o n s .  
I a l s o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i f  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  i s  p l a c e d  
a t  t h e  I N EL , i f  I N E L  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a w a s t e  d u m p  f o r  o t h e r  n u c l e a r  
p l a n t s .  

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  j o b s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  i s  a c t u a l l y  o n l y  
a b o u t  2 5 0 - 300 , n o t  t h e  7 5 0  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  i s  p r o j e c t i n g .  
T h i s  l o w e r  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  j o b s  w o u l d  m o s t l ,  b e  i n  s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l  
s u c h  a s  j a n i t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  l o w  w a g e - e a r n e r s  s i n c e  I N E L  a l r e a d y  
em p l o y s  m a n y  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  n e e d e d .  A t  t h e  c o s t  o f  
o n e  b i l l i o n - p l u s  d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  o f  t h e  U . S . , I f e e l  t h a t  
t h e  r i s k s  va s t l y  o u t w e i g h  t h e  b e ne f i t s . 

I u r ge t h a t  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  n o t  be p l a c e d  at t h e  I N E L  f a c i l i t y .  
The p o t e n t i a l  r i s k s  t o  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  
I d a h o a n s  e n j o y  is n o t  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h i s  b i l l i o n - d o l l a r 
a l b a t r o s s . 

c c : G o v e r n o r  C e c i l  D .  A n d r u s  
S t a t e h o u s e  Ma i l  
Bo i s e , I D  8 3 7 2 0  

Av- e r n e d  t a x p a y e;.�
.

p a r e n t , 

� -Z�L K a r e n  L .  S i l v a  
5 0 4  W a r r e n  S t .  
B o i s e . I D  8 3 7 0 6  
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Subject: SPECIAL ISOTOi'E SEPARATOR. S I S  

I am. opposed to the construction ot the S I S, in Idaho or any other 

place or location. I request that YOll. consider me reasonina: and tnose 

of others who are here to testify today and decide aaainst proceedina: 

vith the proposed S I S  construction. 

This is a eOMplieated world and the probleJlB increase daily in number 

and _a:nitude. Accordi..nil;ly I believe it is neeessary to establish pri-

ori ties that viII better enable us to reach a proper decision as to the 

S I 3, and its future or lack or a future. It is your responsibility 

to determine the enTironmental impact or the S I S. 

Now let us consider the environmental impact from other areas as well 

as that of the S I S. 

On the Sbe paie of the Idaho Statesman dated March 16 there is a very 

co.-plete article eoncerniDj the unexpected drop in the protective ozone 

layer. Possible resu.lt: More skin cancer. 

i'Mline in Ethopia: Millions starvin" aceount drou.th caused by destruction 

of the water shed. 

Lara:e seale cuttirJi: of timer and destruction of the rain forrest in 

South AMerica. nus for land developMent. Result; decreased raint'all 

and interruption or one 11.nk in replacini o:IYaen in the atMosphere. 

I refer to these other problslI8 in order to iMpress .pon YOll. th.a t there 

is I!.ore than the problell!l ot the S I S. The seriousne8s of polution is 

far "reater than we adl!.i t. 

'There are JM.:ny other threats to the enTironment and each -.y have . 

legitimate reason for the aet that created thell. Kany ot these aets 

that have a hazardous etfec:t on the enTirorunent apply to totally lID.-
related prog:rama. Creation or jobs; land development; natiQnal detense; 

1 . 1  
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housina construction; indastrial. apansioD and the profit Jl.otivo. 

These are arlJU1ll.ents tor the deTelopJlent and expansion of Mny aetiTitles. 

There is nothillj wrong with any ot these lIoals, but they are rated too 

hiill when priority and aport.anee is considered. We place a hiah 

priori ty on Education, Transportation, Recreation, futertainaent, Health, 

and Mny others but there are three thinas that are first on MY list as 

beine: nillllher one. 'nlese three th1nas should be eonsidered as one tor all 
three are ot equal importance and are dependent one upon the other. 

They are CLEAN AlB-PURE WATER-PRODUCTIVE SOIL. Unless we protect and 

1IIprove our air, vater and soil none of the other itelM mentioned man 

exist. The Yery hture ot the earth depends on elean air, pure vater and 

productive soil. We haTe rOAched a point where I belieY6 we haTe done 

IIOre daJu.ae to the enTiroIUftent than ve _an alford. We should not perai t 

any t\lrtner destruction to the ellTironment. Certainly the S I S  does 

not prom.ote elean air. {Jure water and productive soil. 

Certain information troM JUi:azines and artieles leads m.e to believe that 

the S I S  will eTentually eontaminata our undararo1lnd aquit'er. That 

aquiter is so important that we Mllst not even think: of endanaerine: it. 

Nov is the tiMe tor us to aive .lean air. pure vater, and productive 

soU the nUMber one priority. Jobs, the stock JU.rket. transportation, 

education, heal. th and all endeaTors that ve ae_apt as eTery day occurrence 

depends on cleM air, pure water and productive Boil. 

Foreliet the S I S  Just say No. 

State:m.ent of: Alvin W. Joslyn Q.Q.......:..\.v..�J2. 
Meridian, Idaho ,.. Q -� �--. 
.i'onlei)ly ot Glenns .i'erry. 
.i'orwer .eaber ot the House ot RepresentativBs trora 
ElJI.oTe County. 
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DE PARTMENT OF ENERGY HEARINGS 

BOISE , I DAHO 

2601 TERRACE WAY 
BO I S E ,  IDAHO 83702 

I"IARCH 23 , 1988 

I STRONGLY GPOSE THE S I S  PROGRAM PROPOSED BY THE DEPARTENT OF 
ENERGY F OR  THE FOLLOWING REASONS' 

1 w  ACCORD ING TO THE DOE ' S  OWN STATEI"IENT IN �UST I F Y I NG  THE 
CLOSURE OF THE HANFORD REACTOR, THERE IS NO NEED IN THE 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE FOR THE PRODUCT I ON OF MORE WEAPONS GRADE 
PLUTON I UM ,  AS THERE IS PRESENTLY A SUF F I C I ENT STOCKP I L E .  

2 .  THE RECYCL I NG  O F  THE PLUTON I UM  I N  THE NUCLEAR WE APONS TO 
BE E L I M INATED UNDER THE INF TREATY AND THE PROPOSED SOl 
STRATE G I C  FORCE CUT BACK W I L L  PROV IDE AN ADD I T I ONAL SURPLUS 
FAR BE YOND ANY IMAGINABLE NE E D .  

3 .  THE ESTIMATED COST O F  T H I S  PRO�ECT O F  NEARLY ON E  B I L L ION 
DOLLARS I S  AN E X PENDITURE WHICH CAN ONLY BE CLASSED AS A 
" PORK BARRE l L "  PLUM FOR THE STATE TO BE S E l ECTED FOR ITS 

LOCAT I ON ,  AND THIS I S  NO �UST I F ICATION FOR CONT INUED WASTE 
OF TAX PAYERS I1ONEY _ 

4. IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE COST OF CLEANING UP THE 
NOW E X ISTING NUCLEAR WASTE AT THE I . N . E . L .  WOULD BE 
APPROXII"IATELY .30 I"I I L L I ON ,  AND ACCORD ING TO �OSEPH SALGADO , 
UNDERSECRETARY AT DOE , THE NECE SSARY CL EAN UP OF ALL NUC L E AR 
WEAPONS PLANTS ALREADY IN THE COUNTRY MAY COST AS MUCH AS 
$100 B I L L I ON .  WITH THE CONGRESS I ONAL BUDGET O F F I CE 
PRO�ECTINO A F I SCAL BUDGET DEF ICT OF .157 B I L L I ON FOR 1988, 
HOW CAN WE POSS IBLY �UST I F Y  THE CONSTRUCT I ON  OF ANOTHER 
SUPERFLOUB F AC I L ITY WHICH W I L L  ONLY ADD TO THE NUCLEAR WASTE 
PROBLEI"I? 

PLEASE , IN THE NAME OF REASON, USE YOUR INFLUENCE TO PREVENT 

THE IMPL EMENTAT I ON  OF THE SIS PROGRAM -- IN I DAHO OR ANYWHERE 
ELSE . I T  I S  A PRO�ECT WHICH CAN ONLY CONTRIBUTE FURTHER TO 

OUR ENVI R�ENTAL PROBLEI"IS, TO THE BUDGET D E F I C 1 T  I N  OUR 
COUNTRY ,  AND TO THE CONT INUATION OF THE INSANE NUCLEAR ARMS 
RACE IN OUR WORLD. 

RESPECTF U L L Y ,  

C;{�d� 
DR .  CHARLES M _  F I SHER 
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EXECLTIYE SUMMARY 
The U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) has proJX>sed the construction of a new facility for 

Special Isotope Separation (SIS) to produce weaJX:m�grade plutonium. The present report 
analyzes the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on the SIS technology, with pamcu
lar focus on safety issues. The following specific fta ws in the DEIS are documented. 

First, the DEIS does not make it clear that the proJX>sed SIS facility is  based upon a tech
nology that is only partially developed, and is experimental in nature. The technology entails 
handling large quantities of highly toxic plutonium by untested technologies in an c;J;perimentaJ 
context. The intrinsic level of hazard aSSOCIated with the proposed SIS facility is therefore high 
in comparison with mature nuclear technologies such as nuclear power generation. 

Second, design basis criteria that could provide a foundation for accident sequence analYSIS 
do not exist at the present stage of SIS technology development. Therefore, the design basis 
accident (DBA) scenarios evaluated in the DEIS are highly speculative at best. 

Third, several critical assumptions underlying the modeling of accident scenarios in the 
DEIS are highly non�conservative, i. e., the: undefitate accident consequences significantl) 
Non�conservative assumptions include: 

• the assumption of extremely low plutonium source terms (i. e., the assumption of 
extremely small amounts released to the environment under accident conditions). This underes. 
timate results from a combination of several factors, including: a) probable underestimation of 
the dispersible plutonium inventory; b) the assumption, In most instances, of highly efficient 
filtering of airborne plutonium prior to release to the environment under accident conditions; c) 
misrepresentation of release fractions in response to fire (Table 1 ); d) unjustifiably optimistic 
assumptions regarding containment and plate·out. These factors result in effective release frac
tions for SIS accidents that are up to one hundred million times lower than accepted or obtained 
values for accidents in the nuclear power industry (Table 2). 

• dismissal of propagated (sequential) accidents-i. e., accidents in which one even! 
triggers another accident scenario. For example. a scenario involving an explosion followed bJ 
flIe is not considered. Such an omission IS SIgnificant owing to the requisite proximity In SIS 
technology of flamable liquids (thousands of gallons of ethanOl) and gas (hydrogen) with 
powdered, metalJic and vaJX>rized plutomum. 

• inadequate consideration of external iniuators of accident sequences, including especially 
large seismic events and associated ground shear. 

• omission of significant accident scenarios, such as coJiapse of vacuum in interconnected 
separator boxes Jeading to air influx and subsequent fire; and explOSion followed by fire. 

• use of out-of·date computer codes for consequence analysis and resultant understatement 
of accident consequences. 

In order to provide il1l independent assessment of the level of hazard associated the SIS 
technology, the dispersion/consequence analysis methodology of the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) was applied to a hypothetical severe accident at the proposed SIS facilay. 
This analysis permits panial evaluation of the offsite consequences of a severe aCCident under 
COnservative assumptions. 

Such an anaJysis shows that a severe accident would, under the most likely meteorological 
conditions at the site, contaminate downwind locations with plutonium at levels up to one mil
lion times the 1'o�C limit for unrestricted publJc use. Contamination of downwind locations 
would exceed the NRC limit by more than 1 ,000 times up to 30 km (approximately 18.3 miles) 
from the accident site, and remain approximately one hundred times higher than existing limits 
at 1 05 km (approximately 63 miles) downWind from the sire-the fanhest distance for which 

- 4 -

calculations have been made here. Linear extraJX>lation of the deposition curve indicates 
significant cont:amination (i. e . ,  in excess of NRC limits for unrestricted public use) to approxi
mately 210 km ( 1 28 miles) from the accident. Even under much Jess conservative assumptions, 
plutonium contamination would remain several times above the allowable limit out to 105 km 
from the source. 

The DEIS notes that most agricultural land lies northeast of the site, in the path of the most 
common wind direction. In the event of a severe accident of the kind modeled briefly here, Con
taminated farmlands downwind would have to be abandoned or decontaminated prior to rehabi
tation. The economic and social costs of such contingencies are not addressed in the DEIS. 

Major JX>pulation centefi and ski resorts are located within the accident radius from the SIS 
site. Rexburg, Idaho Falls,  Blackfoot and PocatelJo, for example, are all located approximately 
80 kIn (50 miles) from the proJX>sed SIS facility. Boise is likewise within range of such an 
accident (approximately 160 kIn or 100 miles from the site). Ski resorts such as Sun Valley are 
likewise weU within range of such an accident. The human and economic Costs of such an 
accident are Outside the scope of the present reJX>rt, but should be considered in costlbenefit 
comparisons for the SIS facility. 

5 . 2 7 . 2  
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INTRODUCTJO!'i 

Author's Background 

I am W. Jackson Davis. I received the B.  A.  degree in zoology with honors from the 

University of California at Berk.eley in 1964; the Ph.D. in biology in 1967 from the University of 

Oregon; and I studied as a postdoctoral fellow at Stanford University for two yean before join-

ing the faculty at the University of California at Santa Cruz. I am currently full Professor of 

Biology at the University of California. Santa Cruz Campus. I have been licensed as a radiation 

biologist by the University of California. I have published more than 100 scientific papers in the 

biological and behavioral sciences, and I am Chair of the Psychobiology Program at the Univer-

sity of California at Santa Cruz. My curriculum virae is attached. 

As part of my UniveT'.)ily activnies, I have taught courses for the department of Environ* 

mental Studies at the U. C.  Santa Cruz campus, and I have 'WTitten a textbook on the subject. 

Also as a part of my UniveT'.)ity activities, I co*founded the University's Nuclear Policy 

Program-an official Organized Research Activity (ORA) of the University that is, in tum, a 

campus branch of an official Multi*Campus Research Unit, namely, the Institute for Global 

Cooperation and Conflict (1GCC). The purpose of the Nuclear Policy Program is to provide 

scientific and tt"chnical anaJyses of nuclear issues insofar as they relate to the fonnation of public 

policy. 

As part of my involvement in the Nuclear Policy Program, I have researched such issues as 

the transport of radioactive materials through ocean food webs and the dispersion of radioactive 

materials following various hypothetical nuclear accident scenarios. I have analyzed accident 

scenarios involving the incineration of spent nuclear fuel during transport; the incineration of 

plutonium contained in nuclear weapons; criticality accidents within naval propulsion nuclear 

reactors; and meltdown scenarios in commercial nuclear power plants. I have recently published 
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an anicle on these topics entitled " Nuclear Dispersion Modeling as a Tool of :SucJear Policy 

Analysis" in a scholarly collection that is currently in press (University of California Press, 1: J 37 

on curriculum vitae. 

As indications of my experience and expertise in the nuclear area, I have: performed a 

study of the Seabrook Nuclear Power Station at the request of the State of Massachusetts; 

testified before the U. S. Congress on nuclear issues on several occasions; performed a study of 

nuclear safety in Australian ports at the invitation of the government of Australia. and testified 

on the findmgs of my study before a Select Committee of the Australian Senate; and performed a 

study of nuclear safety at power stations and in the transportation of spent nuclear fuel at the 

invitation of the Italian government. 

As further indications of my experience in the nuclear area, I was appointed as Scientific 

Advisor on nuclear issues to the Association of Chief Executives of the Pacific Basin by Gover-

nor Paul CaJvo of Guam in 1982. I represented the Republic of Kiribati as Scientific Advisor on 

the issue of radioactive waste dumping at sea at a meeting of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) in Vienna in 1982. I am currently Scientific Advisor to the Republic of !\auru, 

whom I represented at the Thlrd Review Conference on the Nuclear Non�ProJjferation Treaty in 

Geneva in 1985. On the same issue, I have served as Scientific Advisor to the Republics of 

Nauru and Kuibati at the past six annual meetings of the international treaty known as the Lon-

don Dumping Convention (LDC) at the U. N. headquaners of the International Maritime Organi� 

zation in London. On the basis of a study I perfonned in 1982 documenting the uncenainties 

and hazards of radioactive waste dumping at sea, the LDC imposed a global ban on this practice 

in 1983 that remains in effect today. 

I am the founder and Executive Director of the Environmental Studies Instl1ute, a non* 

profit corporation begun seven years ago and dedlcated to scientific research and public educa-

tion on environmental issues in general and nuclear issues in particular. 
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Owing 10 my expertise in the nuclear �a. I have been commissioned by the �atural 

Resources Defense Council to prepare this analysis of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(nElS) written by the U. S. Department of Energy (OOE) on the Special Isotope Separation 

(SIS) project. 

Background of the SIS Technology 

The SIS project entails the construction of a plutonium purification facility at one of three 

locations, with the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory (IN'EL) designated as the preferred 

site. The stated purpose of the facility is to provide a redundant, flexible, rapidly expandable and 

inexpensive Source of weapon-grade plutonium for the manufacture of nuclear weapons. The 

proposed facility would be based on the Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope Separation (A VLIS) tech. 

nology that is still in the developmental stage at the Lawrence Livermore Laboratories in Cali . 

fornia. 

Accordtng to the DEIS prepared by the DOE, the SIS process would entail processing fuel. 

grade plutonium from the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in Washington State. The fuel would be 

processed at Hanford and transported in the form of plutonium diox.irJe--to the Idaho 1"ational 

Engineering Laboratories (1''EL), where the SIS technology would be implemented. 

At the INEL, the plutonium oxide would be reduced to plutonium metal, which would 

serve as feedstock for the SIS process. This plutonium metal, containing several isotopes (plu. 

tonium 238·242), would be heated and vaporized in a vacuum by electron beam bombardment. 

The resulting collimated vapor stream would then be accelerated to supersonic speeds by an 

electric field and passed through a beam of laser light generated by remote dye lasers. The laser 

light would be selectively tuned to photoionize all isotopes except plutonium.239. The vapor 

stream containing uncharged plutonium-239 and its ionized isotopes would then pass between 

charged byproduct collector plates, to which the photoionized isotopes of plutonium would 

· 8 ·  

adhere. The stream of uncharged (neutral) 239·piutonium would pass between the byproduct 

collector plates and condense upon a product collector plate. This purified plutonium·239 would 

then be removed from the collector plates by hydriding and dehydriding processes, melted and 

casted, and ttansported to Rocky Flats for fabrication into nuclear weapon components. Bypro. 

ducts (the other isotopes of plutonium) would be stored on site for possible future use. Waste 

products would be stored on site, or transported to the Waste Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) site 

at Carlsbad, New Mexico. 

SPECIFIC SAFETY ISSUES 

Intrinsic Hawrd Level of SIS Technology Is High Compared to Mature Nuclear Technologies 

It is important to recognize that the action proposed in the DEIS is to build an experimental 

facility to implement an intrinsically hazardous nuclear teChnology that is not yet fully 

developed or even proven. The SIS technology would, if implemented at the present time, be 

developed as a "concurrent" project, in which the conceptual development proceeds in parallel 

with its technical implementation. Because the teChnology is still in the developmental phase 

and the SIS facility has not reached the design stage, the risks associated with the facility cannot 

be predicted with the quantitative accuracy suggested in the DEIS. 

]t is also important to recognize that the proposed technology is intrinsically hazardous

perhaps moreso than any nuclear technology yet developed. Plutonium metal, the proposed 

feedstock of the SIS process, is among the most toxic materials known. Plutonium is highly 

pyrophoric (burning readily in air), and highly tox.ic (causing fatal cancers in mlcrogram doses). 

Three kilograms (6.6 pounds) of plutonium would, if evenly distributed to each U. S. citizen in 

respirable form, be sufficient to kill the entire American population. The SIS technology pro. 

poses to vaporize several feed·casted slugs of metallic plutonium simultaneously in several 

5 . 1 .  3 

5 . 2 4 . 1 8 

5 . 2 4 . 2 7 

5 . 2 4 . 28 



...... 
\0 

5 . 1 .  2 7  

5 . 2 4 . 3  

5 . 2 4 . 1 4 

5 . 2 4 . 2  

5 . 2 4 . 4  

· 9 ·  

serially redundant separator boxes in two separator lines. The more finely divided plutonium is, 

the more Hamable it is. Vaporiz.ed plutonium is therefore maximally pyrophonc. The vaporiz.a· 

tion and separation process would take place in a vacuum which, if accidentally collapsed, 

would assure the influx of oxygen in air and render the plutonium within vulnerable to fue. 

In the same facility. under the same roof as the separator lines in which plutonium is vapor-

ized, the condensed plutonium would be recovered by hydriding/dehydriding processes that 

employ large quantities of highly flamable hydrogen gas. The DEIS notes that the hydrogen 

would be mixed with an inen gas, that the concentration of oxygen gas (which would render the 

hydrogen flamable or ex.plosive) would be monitored continuously and automatically, and that 

gas sources will be controlled by trained and cenified personnel. These safety procedures not� 

withstanding, the potential for human error and catastrophic accident involving accidental 

incineration and dispersion of plutonium is obvious. 

In a separate but necessarily adjacent facility, copper laser chains would be used to drive 

tunable�waveJength dye lasers to produce the requisite tuned laser light for the pholoionic 

separation process. Copper lasers are highly inefficient from an energetic viewpoint; that is, 

most of the electrical energy needed to drive them is dissipated in heat, which must be effec� 

lively removed to avoid destruction of the laser. These copper 1asers would be used to drive 

adjacent dye lasers, consisting of dye dissolved in large quantities (4,000 gallons total) of highly 

Hamable ethanol. The facility would, according to the DEIS, be equipped. with emergency cool-

ing systems for the copper laser arrays. But the clustering of large heat sources with large, 

fiamable ethanol sources adjacent to a facility in which large quantities of plutonium are deli-

berate}y vaporized has obvious safety implications. 

Even a cursory comparison of the SIS !.echnology with other, mature nuclear technologies 

reveals unprecedented levels of haz.ard. A typical commercial nuclear power reactor, for exam-

pie, contains uranium dioxide as its fuel. encased in metal cladding and contained within a 

· 1 0 ·  

strong core that is in turn housed in an engineered steel�and�concrete containment facility. The 

fission and activation products that accumulate within the reactor fuel contain plutonium, distri-

buted homogeneously among the other nuclear isotopes. In contrast, plutonium in the SIS facil-

ity would be contained not in carefully packaged fuel matrices encased in metal and surrounded 

by strong containments, but rather in the fonn of powder, exposed metal and as a high�Hux vapor 

stream in several large, evacuated chambers. Such a brief comparison indicates that the pro-

posed SIS technOlogy, even when technically mature, would be much more hazardous than 

current nuclear technologies such as power generation. 

The SIS facility is rendered still more dangerous by design features that may, under cemin 

conditions, rely upon administrative controls, rather than engineered features, to exclude poten-

tially haz.ardous contingencies. In the plutonium processing building, for example, the risk of 

fue will be mitigated in part by "administrative controls" . 

"Combustible loadings in the PPB [plutonium processing building) will be admin� 
istratively controlled." (DEIS, p. 4·2 1 )  

A more important case involves criticaliry accidents. A report b y  the Batelle Nonhwes! 

Laboratories--<juoted by the DEIS as its source of estimated plutonium release fractions (Selb)' 

et aI., 1973)-cites criticality accidents as "one of the major safety considerations in a fuel fabri-

cation plant" (p. 67), and no!.eS that four such events had occurred in the U. S. at that time 

(1973). '" The same report notes that engineered barriers are more effective than adminisrrative 

controls. which increase the possibility of human error. And yet, the SIS DEIS suggests that 

under cenain circumstances" administrative control could be the sole barrier to a criticality 

·This accidenl history results in a probability of occurrence of a criticality accident of 0.0009 per year, or about one 
in one thousand per planl per len years. 

"These circumstances entail no mo� than formal analysis and approval in a "SafelY Analysis Repon"; DEIS, p. 
4·22. 
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accident (DEIS, p. 4-22). 

These general safety considerations suggest the need to examine specific accident scenarios 

with special care. In the absence of detailed engineering specifications for the SIS facility (see 

below), highly conservative assumptions must be made-that is, assumptions which deliberately 

overstate the possible impact. As will be shown below, the DEIS fails to identify significant 

accident scenarios, and the underlying assumptions fOT those scenarios that are identified are 

both unjustified and far from conservative. 

Design Basis Criteria for Accident SceMrio AMlysis Do Not Exist 

The primary accident sequences examined in the DEIS are depicted as postulated " Design 

Basis Accidents" (DBAs) (DEIS, p.  4-20), i. e., accidents whose impacts can be successfully 

controlled within the design and engineering criteria of the facility in question. Specific design 

and engineering criteria for the SIS faciliry do not exist, however. The DEIS itself concedes 

this, as follows: 

The accidents described in Section 4.1 .3 .1  and the releases of radionuclides in the 
event of these accidents are based on the best available data, given the prelim� 
inary design of the facilities, and on the basis of experience gained from similar 
plutonium facilities and operations. (DEIS, p. 4-19) 

A 1983 study issued by Rockwell Hanford Operations stated the same conclusion more directly: 

and 

and 

"The current state of the SIS facility design permits only partial completion of the 
[risk] analysis." (Vogt, 1983, p. 4) 

"Block 5 accident sequence probabilities [dealing with non·DBAs] are not fully 
detemlined in this analysis. Estimates quoted from references are based on gross 
operat;onaJ experience and may nor reflect the experimental nature of the facil· 
iry " (ibid., emphasis added) 

- 1 2 -

"Block 6, a precise determination of plant risk, must await completion of accident 
probability determination." (ibid.) 

In short, the preliminary design of the facility does not provide an adequate basis for assess

ing the boundaries of DBAs. And according to infonnation released by the DOE, there are no 

similar facilities known anywhere. Therefore the experience gained from similar plutonium 

facilities is necessarily non-existent. It follows that the infonnation necessary to fonnulate and 

specify DB As (and their associated consequences and probabilities) does not exist at the present 

time. 

This is not to say that accident scenarios cannot be modeled usefully. It is to say, however, 

that the portrayal in the DEIS of design·based accidents is necessarily inaccurate. As a conse. 

quence of the present lack of design and engineering criteria for design basis accidents, there is 

no justification for the non-conservative assumptions that underlie the accident scenarios 

modeled and briefly reported in the DEIS. Specific assumptions that are non-conservative are 

highlighted in the following sections. 

DEIS Assumptions Underlying Accident Scenario Ana/yses Not Suf]iciellIly Conservative 

Source Terms for Accident Analysjs are Unjustifiably Small. One of the most significant 

weaknesses in the DEIS accident analysis scenarios is the assumption of a very small source 

tenn in the event of an accident. Source tenn is defined as the product of two values: the inven. 

tory of plutonium available for release in the event of an accident ("dispersible plutonium"), and 

the assum�d release fraction. The DEIS understates both the inventory and the fractional 

release, resulting in source tenns that are too small to be considered credible. The remainder of 

this section wiU document this point in greater detail. 

For Postulated Accident I, for example, namely a single·area fire in the plutonium process· 

ing building, it is stated that the average amount of plutonium that IS vulnerable to fire in an� 

5 . 2 4 . 1 8 

5 . 1 . 1  

5 . 1 . 1 0 



N 
...... 

5 . 1 . 1  

- 1 3 -

single process area is three kilograms. The total amount of plutonium available in any single 

process area is not stated. however, nor does the DEIS justify the assertion that only 3 kg is 

vulnerable to fire at any one time. Such unjustified and apparently arbitrary restriction of the 

effective plutonium inventory could result in a significant understatement of the actual conse-

quences of an accident For comparison, the amount of plutonium-239 contained in a typical 

operating pressurized water nuclear reactor (3200 mWT) is 336 kg (calculated from the ?WR 

nuclide inventory in NRC. 1975). The quantity of plutonium in-process in a "reference" fuel 

fabrication facility is estimated at "a few hundred kg of plutonium". with about one-half in 

disper.;ible form (Selby et al., 1973, p. 77). 

For Postulated Accident 1 the release fraction assumed by the authors of the DEIS is 

0.05%, or 0.0005 of the available inventory (DEIS, p. 4-21). 'I"lm:e separate cases are then 

analyzed in the DEIS, entailing three different assumptions regarding filtering efficiency. In 

Case 1 it is assumed that two sequential filter systems operate: perfectly, resulting in a sequential. 

dual-filtration to near-perfect efficiencies (99.9 and 99.8%, respectively) (ibid.). These assump-

lions reduce the effective release fraction to the environment from 0.05% to O.OOCXX>Ol %----one 

ten-millionth of one percent.' These fractions are then reduced by a factor of 2 in the DEIS, 

under the assumption that some half the plutonium will plate out prior to release to the environ-

ment. Therefore the effective release fraction is reduced funher, to 0.00000005%. 

The assumption that two filters in sequence each have the same efficiency (case 1 above) 

seems 10gicaUy implausible; if materials pass through the first filter, they should pass through the 

second filter with no further mitigation. Case 2 considers this more plausible condition, by 

assuming that the Mt filter operates at 99.9% efficiency, and the second filter does not provide 

additional filtration. In this case, the effective release fraction to the environment is reduced 

'O.OOOl l(1 - 0.999)(1 - 0.998)1 - O.OOOl x O.OOt x 0.002 - O.OOOOOOOll - 0.0000001%. 

- 1 4  -

from 0.05% to O.()(X)059"o--five one hundred thousandths of one percent.·· Assumed plate out 

reduces this fraction to by a factor of 2, to 0.()(X)025%. 

Case 3 assumes that the first filter operates at 90% efficiency and the second filter fails. 

This is equivalent to reducing the effective release fraction from 0.05% to 0.005o/o-five one 

thousandths of one percent.t Assumed plate�out reduces the effective fraction to 0.0025%. 

In the case of a criticality accident (DEIS, p. 4�22) and also an uncontrolled chemical reac� 

tion (DEIS, p. 4�24), a 1 % release of paniculate matter is assumed (0.01 the original inventory). 

Three different filtering conditions are again analyz.ed, each of which reduces the effective 

release fraction as above. In Case 1, for example, near perfect filtering prior to release is 

assumed, reducing the actual release fraction to the environment to 0.QOOOO2%_two�millionths 

of one percent � Case 2 and Case 3 result respectively in reduction of the effective release frac· 

tion to 0.0CX>01 % and 0.001 %. Plate·out is evidently not considered for criticality accidents. 

In the case of the design.basis eanhquake, a release fraction of 0.05% is again assumed. 

Each of the three filtering cases is again considered (DEIS, p. 4·28), resulting in respective effec· 

tive release fractions of 0.00CXX>01 %, or one ten-millionth of one percent (case 1); 0.()(X)05%, or 

five one hundred thousandths of one percent (case 2); and 0.005%, or five one thousandths of 

one percent (case 3). Plate�out of 50% is assumed within the reactor building prior to release, 

resulting in a halving of the above release factors, to 0.()()()OOOO5%, 0.()(x)o25%, and 0.00250/c,  

respectively. for cases 1 �3. 

The "severe facility accident" postulated in the DEIS alleges to extend beyond the design

basis accident. The assumptions of this analysis, as described in the DEIS (p. 4·30), are: 

•• 0.OOOl (I - 0.999) _ 0.0005 x 0.001 - 0.0000005 - O.ooool% 
t

o.OOOl (I _ 0.90) _ O.OOOl x 0.1 - O.ooool - O.OOl%. 

1
0.ot i(l . 0.999)(1 _ 0.998)] - 0.01 x O.OOt , 0.002 - O.(XXJOOOO: • 0.00000211-. 
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"in the worst case 2.5 kilograms of plutonium might be unprotected against fire 
involvement. " 

"A fraction of .5 x lO�
4 

of the involved plutonium becomes airborne within the 
building/room complex (pNL, 1 975) ... • 

and finally, 

"In the process of leaving the building, 50 percent of the airborne material falls 
and/or plates out (LLNL, 1986)." 

Release fractions for this accident are determined in the DEIS assuming filtering 

efficiencies of 90%, 50% and O. resulting in effective release fractions of 0.005%, 0.025%, and 

0.05%. Assumed plate-out reduces these values by half, to 0.0025%, 0.0125% and 0.025%. 

In assessing the credibility of this "worst�case" scenario, it is instructive to examine the ori-

ginal document from which the DEIS estimate of release fraction is quoted (Selby et a1., 1973). 

With regard to the plutonium inventory and the fraction that is vulnerable to fire, this document 

notes that in a typical mixed oxide fuel fabrication facility (capacity of 1 ]I,fT peT day), the total 

plant inventory of plutonium will be of the order of 1 ,000 to 3,000 kg (p. 9). Of this quantity, it 

is estimated that a few hundred kg of plutonium will be in process, of which approximately half 

is in dispersible form. On this basis the amount of plutonium vulnerable to fire in a "reference" 

fuel fabrication facility might be 100 - 200 kg. 

The credibility of the claim that only 25 kg of plutonium will be at risk in a facility-wide 

fire involving the entire SIS facility is, at best, impossible to evaluate. Proper, independent 

evaluation of this claim requires comparing the dispersible (vulnerable) fraction with the total 

inventory of plutonium in the facility. Independent evaluation of this claim also requires a com-

plete description of the facility processes, so that the underlying assumptions can be made expli-

cit. The total plutonium inventory in the SIS facility is not reported in the DEIS, and the 
·The assumed fractional release of S x 10-4 is equiva1ent to O.OS% 
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fracn'on of this inventory that is allegedJy vulnerable to tire is neither reported nor justified. 

With regard to the release fraction in the event of a tire, the same document (Selby et a1., 

1973) indicates that plutonium exists in many different forms, and "Each of these involves dif-

ferent preparation techniques and different safety characteristic." (ibid., p. I) In other words, the 

hazan! associated with a plutonium facility (such as the proposed SIS facility) depends entirely 

on the fonn of plutonium used in different processes, and on the total inventory of plutonium in 

each of those forms. The DEIS notes that the SIS facility will contain plutonium in several 

forms, including oxide powder, hydride powder, salts of various forms (chloride and fluoride), 

molten metal, metal "buttons", milled metal particles, scrap and scrap salt, cast metal, and vari-

ous other chemical forms (DEIS, pp. 2- 1 3  through 2-15). Each of these forms of plutonium has 

its own separate release fraction, which in tum varies according to the exact accident conditions. 

The literature source that is quoted by the DEIS in support of its choice of 0.05% as the 

release fraction is Selby et al. ( 1 973, revised in 1975, and quoted in the DEIS on p. 4-30 as Pl'-'L, 

1975). Examination of the original document yields a somewhat different conclusion regarding 5 .  1 . 1 1  
release fractions than the one portrayed in the DEIS. For purposes of discussion that follows, 

Table 13 of Selby et al. is reproduced here as Table 1 .  

TABLE 1 
SUMMARY OF EXPERIMENT ALL Y DETERMINED AND ESTIMATED AIRBORNE 

RELEASE FRACTIONS OF PLUTONIUM UNDER VARIOUS THER:I1AL AND 
AERODYNAMIC STRESSES (From Selby et ai" 1973) 

Stress Imposed 

FIRE 

METAL 

Ignited airflow less than 100 cmlsec (2.2 mph) 

% of Source 
Initially Airborne 

om a 
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Partial disruption of molten metal, airflow 
gTeater than 100 emlsec 

DIOXIDE POWDER 

Airflow less than 100 emlsec 

Airflow 100 emlsee 

Airflow gTeater than 100 emlsee 

Involved with ftam.mable material. natural convection 

InyolYed with flammable material. forced draft 

OXALATE POWDER 

Airflow less than 100 emlsec 

FLUORIDE POWDER 

Airflow less than 100 em/sec 

NITKA TE SOLlJTION 

Airflow less than 100 emlsee 

Airflow greater than 100 em/sec 

Gasoline fire, suinless steel surface, 20 mph 

Involved with flammables. natural convection 

Involved with ftammables. forced draft 

EXPLOSION 

LO
a 

0.5 

1 .5 

15.0 

0.05 

40.0 

1.0 

0.1 

0.5 

1.0 

10.0 

0.2 

10.0 

Any explosive mechanism of sufficient magnitude to completely desO"oy the integrity of 
conuinment is assumed to make airborne all the source material directly involved or fll lhe 
available air space with an acrosol which has a mass concentration of 100 mg Pu/cm 
after 10 minutes. 

OTHER 

If air at a yelocity greater than 10 mph is directed upon or through a finely divided powder (particles less than 50 microns AED), 100% of the powder is assumed airborne. 

a. Percent of source airborne associated with particles less than 10 microns Aerodynamic 
Equiyalent Diameter (AED). 
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Table I-the alleged basis of the release fractions in the DEIS-shows that the actual 

release fractions given in this document range from 0.01 % to 100%, depending upon the fonn of 

the plutonium and the narure of the dispersing incident. For release by fi.n:, as assumed in the 

worst-case scenario in the DElS, the range of release fractions sho1NT1 in Table 1 is from 0.01 % 

to 40%. The average release fraction for fire in this Table is 5.78% -- approximately 1 1 5  times 

higher than the estimate of 0.05% used in the DElS, and approximately one hundred million 

times higher than the effective release fraction following the near-perfect filtering and the 50% 

plate-out that is assumed by the writers of the DEIS for the leaST conservative estimate. 

A more recent survey of the literature on release factors for various fonns of plutonium 

under different accident conditions (Walker, 1978) likewise paints a much different picture than 

that given in the DEIS. According to this report, 

"Large release fractions, > 10 percent, appear likely for liquid or particulate sys
tems, whereas small fractions, < 0.01 percent, appear to result from solid 
systems:·(Walker. 1978. p. 17):· 

Actual release factors shown in the Tables of this report (Walker, 1976) range up to 70% 

for plutonium dioxide (Table 4-5; value reported froJ:i. �1ishima et a1., 1968); 8% for plutonium 

dioxide in a different experimental condition (contam.inated flammables; Table 4-8, sheet I of 2: 

value reported from Mishima. 1 978); " < 10%" for plutonium lodged in a cooling line (Table 4·8, 

sheet 2 of 2; value reported from USAEC, 1 966); 10% for plutonium involved in an 

explosion/fire resulting from dropping a can of plutonium chips into a carbon tetrachloride bath 

(Table 4-9; value reported in USAEC, 1 970); and 14% for explosion of a cation exchange resin 

column (Table 4-9; value reported from King and McCarley. 1961 .  

To place the release fractions assumed in the SIS DEIS i n  perspective, it is instructive to 

examine the assumed release fractions utilized by the C S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission in 

overseeing the U. S. commercial nuclear industry, as well as the actual release fraction at nuclear 
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accidents such as Chemobyl. In the case of nuclear reactor accidents, the radioactive materials 

5 . 1 . 1 a are contained much more securely than would be the case for the SIS facility. and hence rdease 

fractions would be expected to be substantially smaller. Instead. they are considerably larger. 

Assumed release fractions for plutonium in the case of nuclear power reactors range up to 

0.3% in the older Rasmussen Report (pWR·I level accident, WASH·I400; NRC, 1975). The 

actual release fraction to the environment for plutonium (whole-core) in the Chemobyl accident, 

as repon.ed by the Soviet Government to the International Atomic Energy Agency, was 2.3 to 

3.2% (SCUAElUSSR, 1986; lNFAG, 1986). "Modern" nuclear accident analyses assume a plu-

tonium release fraction of up to 4.5% for a severe nuclear reactor accident (powers, 1987). The 

release fractions assumed in the SIS DEIS are compared with those assumed or obtained in the 

commercial nuclear industry in Table 2. 
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TABLE 2 

COMPARISON OF PLUTONIUM RELEASE FRACTIONS TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

FOR THE SIS DEIS AND COMMERCIAL NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS 

Postulated 
SIS Facility 
Accident 
(from DEIS) 

1. Single-Area Fire 
(case I )  
(case 2) 
(case 3) 

2. Criticality Accident 

(case I )  
(case 2) 
(case 3) 

3. Design-Basis Earthquake 
(case I )  
(case 2) 
(case 3) 

4. Severe Facility Accident 
(case I )  
(case 2) 
(case 3) 

Effective Nuclear 
Release Industry 
Fraction Literature 
from SIS Source or 
(percent) Event 

1. WASH- 14 00 
0.00000005 % (NRC, 1975) 

0.000025% 
0.0025% �ernObYI ( nuclear accident 

0.{)(x)()()2% (INFAG, 1986, 
0.0000 1 %  SC\.:AE!lJSSR, I986) 

0.00 1 %  

3.  "Modern" accident 
0 00000005 analyses 
0.000025% (Powers, 1987) 
0.00025% 

0.005% 
0.0125% 
0.025% 

Comparable 
Release 
Fraction 

From Nuclear 
Power Plant 

(percent) 

0.3% 

2.3-3.2% 

4.5% 

Inasmuch as metallic plutonium is highly pyrophoric and also highly exposed inside the 

recovery area of tlle SIS facility, it is not clear why a release fraction substantially smaller than 

that assumed and obtained in nuclear power reactor accidents is used. Inasmuch as plutonium 

would exist in many different fOnTIS witllin the SIS facility, exhibiting release fractions up to 

70%, it is not clear why a single, small release fraction (0.05%) is actually used in the DEIS. 

NOT is it clear why the authors who have made tllis and related assumptions in the DEIS consider 

them "conservative" (DEIS. p. 4-2 1 ). 
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A genuinely conservative analysis for the SIS facility would assume a potentially larger 

inventory of plutonium available for release than the 25 kg assumed in the DEIS. A conserva� 

rive analysis would also assume a much larger release fraction than the 0.05% that has been 

assumed in the DEIS. A genuinely conservative analysis would also assume no mitigation by 

filtering. to account for the possibility that fire would destroy or disable the filtering system or an 

explosion would breach the containment provided by the building and its intact filtering system. 

A genuinely conservative analysis would also assume no plate-out (owing to breach of con lain-

ment or resuspension). Such an analysis, described below, suggests a significantly greater offsil.e 

impact than has been suggested in the DEIS. 

Propagated Accident Sequences Are Unjusrifi.ably Dismissed. Given the close proximity of 

the laser facility with the plutonium separation and recovery facilities, and the independent 

hazards associated with each (as described above), an obvious possibility is that an accident 

event in one facility will propagate to another. For example, a hydrogen explosion in the plu-

tonium recovery area could cause collapse of the vacuum in the separator lines of the separator 

facility housed in the same building. As another example, large external initiators (earthquake, 

tornado; see below) could damage the laser facility, leading to an ethanol fire that affects the plu-

tonium separator/recovery facilities. Such "propagated" accident scenarios-i. e., sequential or 

chain accidents in which one causes another-are typically taken into account in probability risk 

assessments of nuclear power plants. and there is documentation of such propagation at nuclear 

accidents such as Three Mile Island and Chernobyl. 

Propagated accident sequences are dismissed in the DEIS, however, as follows: 
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The SIS facilities (i. e., DPB [Dye Pump Building], Stand-Alone Storage Vault, 
and PPB [plutonium Processing Building]) an: physically separate, and studies 
indicate that accidents in one facility would not propagate to adjacent facilities. 
(DEIS, p. 4-19). 

Such summary dismissal of a major class of accident scenarios on the basis of unreported, 

uncited and unattributed studies is not credible, and far from conservative. This major class of 

accident scenarios-namely propagated accidents- is therefore unjustifiably ignored in the 

DEIS. 

In particular. an explosion followed by a fire is a scenario that should be evaluated. The 

data conlained in Table 1 suggest that a release fraction of 100% characterizes explosions; and if 

a fire should follow, the potential exists for dispersing Jarge quantities of plutonium. Probabi!i£;' 

estimates for explosions and fires at the SIS facility are in the neighborhood of one in one 

thousand per year (Vogt, 1983), or one in one hundred in ten years-an incredibly high probabil-

ity for an accident with such severe consequences,· 

Hazards Associated with ExrernallnirialOr Events Are Underestimated or Ignored, Exter-

nal Initiators-large events whose origin is extrinsic to the process technology-are mentioned 

in the DEIS. but their extent does not appear to be adequately documented, and their impact on 

accident scenarios is dismissed without analysis. For example, seismic activity is noted (p, 3-8 

through 3*12), and the historical record is at least partially presented (T '-1  in the DEIS). 

This lable shows that a massive earthquake (Richter Scale 7.3) occurrer! I-e:, ', .. as fifteen 

years ago approximately one hundred kilometers (approximately 61 miles) frorr, �h� � '- , , ! �  

This table, however, describes only those earthquakes that have been recorded ill 

times. The geological perspective on seismic activity-from which an estimation of the like;:, 

hood of near*term seismic events could be ascertained-is not considered. Is the I}.'EL itself in 

.For comparison, the probability of a severe nuclear reactor accident IS calculated at three in ten thousand per re;)�· 
tor year of operation, and measured at seven In ten thousand per reactor year of opera(Jon, mcludJng. only Chemob� 1 
and Three Mile Island as severe accidents 
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an area of high historical seismicity? Has recent activity been sufficient to reJease elastic strains 
that could result in large seismic events? Or is the area overdue for such events now? These 
crucial questions are not addressed in the DEIS. 

The DEIS does note that significant surface accelerations arc likely to accompany large 
seismic events near the proposed site of the SIS facility (p. 3-1 1 ). And the DEIS appean to indi-
cate that even larger accelerations could be expected in other regions encompassed by the INEL. 
Such large surface accelerations can be associated with substantial ground shear. If such ground 
shear were to OCcur at the proposed SIS facility. what would be the impact on the internal pro-
cess systems and functions? Could vacuums in separator boxes collapse, raising the probability 
of plutonium fires? Could hydrogen supply lines in the recovery facility be broken, resulting in 
uncontroIIed release of ftamable hydrogen into an oxygen*rich environment in the presence of 
ftamable plutonium? Would propagated accident sequences then become more likely? What 
consequences would accrue if plutonium were released in large quantity to offsite areas? And 
how far away would significant impacts be fell? 

The DEIS ignores such questions, and instead deals with the "Design*Basis Earthquake" (p. 
4-26), The possibility of stronger earthquakes, ground shear, resultant propagated accident 
sequences, etc., arc all dismissed in statements such as the following: 

Systems important for mitigating offsite consequences would be seiSmically 
qualified for a DBE [Design-Basis Earthquake] (DEIS, p. 4-26). 

The magnitude of a DBE is not given, however. and hence the adequacy of the DBE 

scenario cannot be ascertained. And in any case, and as noted above, design�basjs accidents 

(DBAS) cannot be specified at present owing to the absence of a specific design basis. There-

fore, the section on earthquake analysis is not meaningful. Similar conclusions can be drawn 

regarding tornado-induced accidents, terrorism, nuclear attack, etc. 
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Even simple and relatively predictable external initiators, such as electric power losses, 

appear to be dealt with inadequately. For example, the DEIS states that: 

Emergency electrical power would be provided by a diesel-driven generator. 
(DEIS, p. 2-24). 

It is not reassuring to know that a facility of this size, technical complexity and intrinsic 

hazard, will be supponed by a single diesel-generator for back-up power in the event of a power 

lpss. Absent is any consideration of the possible impacts of power loss on internal functions. 

What if the power were interrupted and the diesel generator and any other backup systems 

failed? What are the possible accident sequences that should be considered under such cir-

cumstances? The DEIS dose not address such questions. 

Sign.ificant Accident Scenarios are Omirred. Several possible scenarios are not considered 

in the DEIS. For example, it is notoriously difficult to maintain a good vacuum in a chamber 

that can be easily disassembled, such as the proposed separator boxes. What will happen if the 

vacuum collapses on rapidly vaporizing plutonium? What effect on accident propagation or pro* 

bability does the proposed interconnection of vacuum chambers imply? In the event of an unan-

ticipated loss of vacuum, would the sudden influx of oxygen ignite the plutonium vapor stream? 

Is the plutonium metal feedstock heated by the electron beam to temperatures that would cause 

ignition or explosion in the sudden presence of oxygen? Of special concern is the interconnec-

tion of separator boxes by a vacuum system, raising the possibility of propagated or widespread 

coupled vacuum coUapse ("common mode failure"). It is difficult to assess L�e likelihood or 

severity of such accident scenarios given the paucity of infonnation in the DEIS regarding 

engineering details, but they would seem significant from first principles. 

Additional accident scenarios that are not consJdered adequately in the DEIS include 

widespread Structural damage caused by Jarge ground shear associated with great earthquakes, 

possible accidents associated with extensive use of untested robotics, propagated accident 
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sequences such as those discussed above, hydrogen explosions in the hydridizing/dehydridizing 

facility. etc. 

Dared Computer Coths Used To Calculate Accidelll Scenarios Understate Hazards. The 

dispenionlconsequence analyses reported briefly in the DEIS rely upon an older computer code, 

called CRAC (Calculation of Reactor Accident Consequences). This code has been supplanted. 

however. with the more modem and updated computer code termed MACCS (Melcore Accident 

Consequence Calculation Sequence). The CRAC code underestimates the health consequences 

of a nuclear accident by at least a factor of three 10 romparison with the MACeS code. The 

improved MACeS computer code is now the official basis for regulating the U. S. commercial 

nuclear industry (overseen by the the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission). The DEIS cense-

quence analysis, therefore, is flawed by the use of an outdated computer code that understates 

the consequences of analyzed accident scenarios. 

In addition the DEIS relies on Dose Conversion Factors (DCFs) from the outdated 

Rasmussen Report (1\'RC. 1975). These have been replaced and updated with DCFs that indicate 

substantially greater harm from inhalation of plutonium-239 (Wilson et a!.. 1 986). 

Comparable Accident Analyses Utililing Conservative Assumptions Indicate Substantially 

Greater Risk 

In order to obtain a general idea of the magnitude of effects that might be expected from a 
significant accident at the SIS facility, I performed a set of calculations using the accepted NRC 

dispersion/consequence methodology, combined however with genuinely conservative assump-

tions. These assumptions were: 1) a total dispersible plutonium inventory of 100 kg (instead of 

the 25 kg assumed as a "worst case" value in the DEIS); a release fraction of 5% (instead of the 

0.05% assumed in the DEIS); breach of containment and consequent absence of filtering (ratheJ 

than the dual filtering to near-perfect efficiencies assumed for many accident sequences in th� 
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DEIS); and absence also of plate-out (rather than the 50% plate-out assumed in the DEIS); 

Under these assumptions, 5 kg of plutonium would be released to the environment (5% of 100 

kg). 

Figure 1 shows the offsite consequences for downwind plutonium deposition, assuming no 5 . 1 .  1 3  

thermal lofting of the resultant radioactive cloud and thennal lofting to 1 00  meters (approxi-

mately 328 feet). As shown in the figure, surface deposition of plutonium exceeds the limits 

established by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for unrestricted public use by up to one mil-

lion times near the source, and by more than one thousand times up to approximately 30 ldlome-

ters (approximately 18.3 miles) from the source. The ground concentration remains nearly one 

hundred times above the NRC limit up to 105 kIn (approximately 63 miles) from the source 

(spatial interval 30 in Figure 1 ) .  Linear extrapolation of the deposition curve for 100 m of ther-

mal loft and the most stable atmosphere indicates that contamination in excess of the NRC limit 

would occur to a distance of approximately 2 1 0  kIn (128 miles) from the accident site. 

Even under substantially less conservative assumptions, downwind plutonium contamina· 

tion would far exceed existing NRC limits for tens of miles from the accident site. For example, 

a 1 % release from a dispersible inventory of 25 kg of plutonium would result in the offsitc 

release of 0.25 kg of plutonium-one twentieth of that assumed in the above analysis. 

Downwind surface depositions would therefore be one-twentieth of those shown in Figure 1 .  

That is, surface contamination would exceed existing :r-..TRC limits b y  250 times u p  t o  3 0  k m  from 

the source, and would remain well above the NRC limits out to the farthest distance calculated in 

this study (l05 kIn or 63 miles from the source) for the least favorable accident cgnditions. 

What would the consequences of such an accident be? The DEIS itself notes: that the 

atmosphere is stable 58% of the time (DEIS, p. 3- 17) ,  which is the most consequential condition 5 . 2 7 . 2  
for offsite effects (Figure 1) ;  that the commonest wind direction is from the: southwest toward 

the northeast (ibid.); and that: 
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FIGURE 1 Downwind Spalial Inler.-al 
Calculated surface deposition ofplutonium·239 following a severe accident at the proposed SiS fa..:IJuy al th� EL. Surface deposition is graphed against downwind spatial ,merval (note corresponding dist.a.n;� �.; lie) 
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The lna irn.med.ialely sunoonding me mEL is either desert or agricultural land. Most of the nearby land used fc. fanning is concentrared to the non.heasl DEIS. p. 3-4). 

In other words, an accident of the magnitude considered in Figure 1 WOUld, owing to condi-
tions at the !NEL, have maximal impact on agricultural productivity in the area, with untold 
regional economic impacts. Agricultural areas contaminated to these levels with plutonium 
would have to either be abandoned or decontaminated-either of which option would be extraor-
dinarily costly. The DElS does not address such economic aspects, concentrating instead on 
health effects. The health effects suggested by the DEIS, however, are based on unrealistically 
low release fractions, as demonstrated above. Therefore, they are significantly underestimated . 
Actual health consequences under more appropriately conservative assumptions have not been 
calculated here. 

Major population centers and ski resorts in Idaho are also within the radius of significant 
effects for a severe accident at the SIS facility, Cities such as Dubois, Rexburg, Rigby, Menan, Ririe, Iona, Idaho Falls, Ammon, Shelley, Firth, Chu bbuck and Pocatello are all approximately 80 km (50 miles) from the proposed SIS site. Boise is about 160 km (100 miles) from the site, 

welt within the radius of significant impact. Ski resorts such as Sun Valley are likewise well 
within the range of severe impact. The cost, both in tenns of humah health and economics, of a 
severe accident has not been adequately addressed by the DEIS. Such Costs are essential com� 
ponents of a rational policy deciSion, which must weigh costs against benefits in arriving at a 
aecision regarding such a facility. 

The analysis perfonned here is based on "idealized" accident conditions, in which the 
radioactive smoke plume generated by a fire is transponed simply in a straight line, without tak. 
ing into account armospheric complexities that in reality e.llist. In the case of the Chernobyl 
accident, the plume was lofted several hundred meters into the atmosphere, and then touched 
do'WTI unpredictably throughout Western Europe, sometimes hundreds of miles from the accident 
site. Real accidents are "messier" than the one briefly modeled here, and could have unexpected 

5 , 2 7 . 2 

5 . 1 . 3 9 

5 . 2 7 . 2  

5 . 1 3 . 1 1  

5 . 1 . 1 3  



N 
\D 

5 . 1 . 1 3 

- 29 -

site. Real accidents are "messier" than the one briefl.y modeled here, and could have unexpected 

and unpredictable impacts on major population and agricultural centers in the midwest. 

Such issues are outside the scope of the present report. Unfortunately,  they have also been 

left out of the Draft DEIS prepared for the SIS facility by the Department of Energy. If such 

issues were adequately engaged. and coupled with genuinely conservative assumptions about 

accident conditions and release fractions, the environmental and health impacts of a severe 

accident at the SIS facility would probably be hundreds to thousands of times greater than those 

suggested in the DEIS. 
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S I S  E I S  PUBLIC HEARING 

Hare h 26 , 1988 
James V. Hawk l n s , Direc�or 

I daho DeparLment of Commerce 

The economic impact of t he S I S  projec� appears predominan� l y  
pos i � ive . T h e  prc·j ect w i l l  crea�e n e w  marke�s and oppor�un J.� i e s  
f o r  I daho � h a �  w i l l  reach i n � o  � h e  n e x t  ce��ury . Success 
in �hese marke t s  w i l l  go a long way toward making I daho a 
comp e t i t ive p l a yer in the arena of world technology . 

The S I S  projec� w i l l  produce many jobs and oppor t un i t ies 
for bus i ne s s , educ� t i on , res�ar( h ,  and vocat ional t r a i n i n g .  
Conserva� ive e s � ima�es show the fo l l owing on-s i � e  and o f f 
s i L e  regional employmen� gains : 

Annual Construct ion : 350-650 
Annual Payro l l :  Exceed $8 m i l l ion 

During Operat ion : 1 , 040 
Annual Payrol l :  Exceed $23 m i l l ion 

We also e s t imate there 1 s  �he poten � i al for increased technical 
support and sp J n- c f f  bus i n e s s  that cQuld lead to additional 
regional employment of 600 j obs wi�h an annual payro l l  of 
$20 mi l l ion by the year 2000 . 
To rea l i ze theE-;e opporl,uni t i e s ,  th€, Department of Commerce 
w i l l  pursue cooperat J ve arr angeme n t s  between the private 
sectc,r and government at a l l  l e ve l s . 

The Department of Commerce c o n t i nues to enjoy a true spirit 
of cooperat i on with l,he INEL . This r e l a t J onshlp will have 
pos i � i ve resu l t s  in enhancing the economic deve lopment and 
Lechnol o g i c a l  diver � i I ication e f forts for the S � ate of 
I daho . 

In c l os i n g ,  I would like to say thaL prospects for substan�ial 
emp lOymenl. should not detract from e f fo r � s  t o  a l l e v iate 
environmental conce-r n s . I am certain my c o l leagues f rom 
other S1,a�e departments w i l l  assure these e ff o r t s  are 
succe�, s fu l . 
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Richard P. Donovan, Director 
Department of Health and Welfare 
Testimony on the U . S .  Department of Energy 
Draft Environmental Impact st atement 

to construct and operate 
a special isotope separation faci l ity 

For presentation at publiC hearing 
March 26, 1988 
C i t y  H a l l  
B o i s e ,  Idaho 

Good afternoon. My name i s  Rich Donovan . I ' m  speaking today 

a s  director o f  the Idaho Department of Health and We l f a r e .  My 

comments w i l l  cover i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  to p ub l i c h e a l t h ,  the 

environment and the proposed Special Isotope Separation Project 

at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory . The Department has 

not analyzed a l ternative sites or the option of not building the 

facility. Those are federal respons ibilities . 

N o w ,  w i l l  o f f e r  s o m e  p r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s  a n d  

observations from the Department . W e  are planning t o  submit more 

detailed comments in writing before April 2 1 .  

Our concerns l i e  i n  three major areas . Those are emergency 

pl anning and response, S I S  monitoring and oversight, and the 

need for technical and financial assistance . 

In reviewing the draft environmental impact statement, we 

have iden t i f ied many questions and concerns about emergency 

planning, training and response. 

We are particularly concerned about the need to coordinate 

and develop approp�iate responses to potential off-site acc idents 

and o f f - s i te impacts from on-site incidents . Response plans 

should involve feder a l , state and local personne l .  That may 

require an explicit S I S  agreement for training and response to 

incidents inside and outside the buundaries of INEL . 

Likewise, there should be comprehensive monitoring on and 

around the s i t e  during e a c h  phase of the S I S  proj e c t .  The 

D i v i s ion of H e a l t h  is concerned about ongoing exposure to 

radiation and its cumulative effect s .  We need assurances that 

r e  l e a s e s  do not e x c e e d  proj e c t i o n s . Regu l ar monitoring of 

anima l s , aquifer, vegetation, emissions and discharges w i l l  be 

required t o  provide that a s surance . 

S t a t e  s t a f f  w i l l  seek maximum inVolvement in monitoring 

every phase of this proj ect , both on and off the site . 

I n  addition, we w i l l  seek maximum disc losure of information and 

data to our s t a f f  and to the pub l i c .  

I f  the S I S  project i s  approved ,  it w i l l  place great demands 

on s t a t e  agenci e s .  We w i l l  need to negotiate agreements for 

t e c hn i c a l  and f i n an c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  from the D e p a rtment of 

Energy . 

I have given you an overview . Now I w i l l  turn to more 

spec i f i c  concerns . I n  the envi ronment al area, we think waste 
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minimization is an essential management policy for the S I S .  

5 . 3 0  . 5 . 6 Reducing the amount o f  wastes generated must b e  emphasized over 

waste disposal and storage. 

5 . 1 7 . 3  Other i s s u e s  sti l l  under scrutiny i n c l ude routine and 

accidental atmospheric emissions , by-product storage, aquifer 

contamination, mixed waste s ,  percolation ponds and inj ection 

wel l s .  We bel ieve every effort should be made to preclude any 

future use of inj ection wel l s .  

5 . 2 3 . 2 5 
The Department of Agriculture has brought another omission 

t o  our a t t e n t i o n . T h e  d r a f t  E I S  d o e s  not c on t a i n  enough 

information about the e f fect of radionuclides on anima l s ,  birds, 

and fish in areas around INEL . There i s  some question about the 

impact on people who would eat those animal s .  

5 . 1 9 . 3  Plans for monitoring dome stic and w i l d  species in the INEL 

impact area could a l l ay that concern. Those plans should be 

spe l l ed out in the final EIS . 

What I have given you today i s  merely an outline of how we 

view the draft E I S  at this time . As you can s e e ,  we wi l l  continue 

to scrutinize this proj ect . We wi l l  pay close attention to the 

information presented in public hearings -- and we wi l l  be in 

close contact with DOE a s  the project develops . 

Thank you . 
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ORAL PRESENTATION 

POTENTIAL ENVI RONMENTAL I M PACT 

MACK RICHARDSON, J R .  D I RECTOR, 
I DAHO DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 

UPON REVIEW OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL I M PACT STATEMENT PREPARED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERG Y ,  AND SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE I DAHO 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT , OUR INTERESTS ARE L I M I T E D  TO THE 

TRANSPORTING OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND TO THE TRA I N I NG OF 

LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL AS F I RST RESPONDERS TO ANY ACCI DENTS 

I NVOLVING THESE MATERIALS . IT APPEARS TH E TRACK RECORD 

ESTABLISHED THUS FAR BY DOE I S  IMPECCABLE, THERE HAVE BEEN NO 

MAJOR PROBLEM S ,  AND WE WOULD HAVE NO REASON TO ANTICI PATE ANY .  

SHOULD T H I S  FAC I L ITY BE LOCATED IN I DAHO ,  THE DEPARTMENT O F  

LAW ENFORCEMENT W I LL B E  CONSULTING WITH DOE O N  THE FOLLOW I NG :  

1 .  I N FORMATION ON DOE TRANSPORTATION ROUTES W I TH I N  IDAHO, 

2 .  I N FORMATION REGARDING T R I P  SCHEDULES , AND 

3 .  I N FORMATION ON TRAI N I NG FOR IDAHO STATE POLICE AND 

LOCAL AGENC I E S  THAT MAY B E  REQU I RED TO RESPOND TO AN 

ACC IDENT I NVOLVING A TRANSPORTER. 

I T  I S  UNDERSTANDABLE THAT DOE RESPONSE TO THE F I RST TWO 

POINTS MAY BE SKETCHY BECAUSE OF SECURITY COMPROM I S E S .  T H I S  I S  

ACCEPTABLE A N D  WE W I L L  BE Q U I TE W I LLI NG T O  WORK W I T H  DOE RELATIVE 

TO MAINTAINING SECURITY OF ROUTES AND TRI P  SCHEDULES. 

FAM I L IARI ZAT I ON AND RESPONSE TRAINING FOR STATE POLIC E  AND 

LOCAL AGENC I E S  IS OF GREAT I M PORTANC E .  WE BELIEVE IT IS 

ESSENTIAL TO PROVI DE EXPERTISE WH ICH COULD B E  CALLED UPON I N  THE 

EVENT OF AN ACC I DENT , TO EDUCATE LOCAL RESPONSE UNITS TO T H E  

ACTUAL R I SKS I N VOLVED IN RESPONDING T O  S U C H  AN ACCIDENT, T O  

REDUCE ? � N I C  I N  EVENT OF AN I N C I DENT BY MAKING PEOPLE AWARE OF 

THE WAYS THEY CAN HELP THEMSELVE S ,  AND PROV I DE A N  OPPORTUNITY T O  

" DE-MYSTIFY" SOME OF T H E  RUMORS REGARDING DOE TRANSPORT ACT I VITY . 

SHOULD TH I S  FAC I LI T Y  BE LOCATED IN IDAHO, THE DEPARTMENT OF 

LAW ENFORCEMENT WOULD EXPECT TO MAINTAIN AN ON-GOING WORK I NG 

RELATIONSH I P  WITH DOE AUTHO R I T I E S  TOWARD DEVELOPMENT OF FURTHER 

SAFEGUARDS I N  TRANS PORT OF THESE MATERIALS . 

5 . 7 . 2  
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COt'V1ENTS 

ON 

SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATOR 

DRAFT ENV IRONMENTAL IMPACT BTATEl"ENT 

TO Tt£ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTt1ENT OF ENERGY 

SU�I TTED 
MARCH 2b, 19B8 

BO I SE , IDAHO 

EMPTY PROM ISES 

The DOE pr oml ses t o  run l t s  nuc l ea r  weapons product I on f a C l l l t l es 
saf e l y .  They promi se I n  the S I S  EnvI ronmen t a l  I mpact S t a t ement 
that the heal th tilnd safety of the general pub l I C  and f ac I l I t y 
workers wI l l  be protec ted . 

The t r u t h  of th. m.tter that the Feder a l  govQrnment 
est�b l i shQd th. Atom i c  En.rgy Act which eXRmpts them from any 
l i ab i l i t y due to i n j ur i es suatalned by t he i r  nuc l ear weapons 
produc t i on .nd te.t i ng .  The Pr i c R-Anderson l eg l s l �t l on gORS on 
to exempt contractors wor k i n g  for DOE f r om l i ab i l i ty mven i f  
i n Juries are c.used b y  gross neg l i gence or f � i l ure t o  fol l ow 
safety regu l a t i on s .  

Wi tness the 1 0 t h  U S  C i r C U i t  Court of Appea l s dec i s i on to overturn 
US D i s t r i c t  JUdQ. Bruce Jenkins f i nd i ng 1 984 that the 
government neg l i gent l y  f A i l ed t o  warn or educate downwind 
rRsi dents of radi A t i on hAz�rdw from tests conducted by the Atom i c  
Energy Commi • •  i on at t h e  Nev.da T.st S i t .  f rom 1 951 t o  1962. 
Jenk i ns '  e .. r l i.er rul i ng C A  .... af ter a t r i A l  of 24 "bel l wether" 
c l a i mg which r epre.ented nRar l y  1 , 200 p l a i nt i f f s  sUing the 
Qovernment for some �OO death. And i n J ur i e  • •  
There w a .  n o  que.t i on that t h e  gov.rnment w a .  neg l i gent i n  
conduc t i n g  t h e  t •• t .  a n d  thAt i t  g A v e  f . l .e and mi s l ead i ng 
i n formation at the tr i al s .  The l .gal bottom l i ne i s  thAt 
Congress cre.ted l aws which .pec i f i c . l l y  .x .... p t  the Qov.rnment 
and any contractors who work f or the government from l i ab i l i t y .  

3 . 1 .  1 

3 . 6 . 1  
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Rad i a t i on v l c t i .... f r om INEL can f i nd no co�p.n •• t i on for the i r  
i n j ur i es .  Not on l y  c a n  they not su. t h e  Qov.rnment o r  the 
contractor. whom they worked for but Id.ho l aw doe. not reCOQn l Z a  
l ong term r . d i . t i on

. 
i � j u�i e  • •  Typi c a l l y  i t  t.ke. 10-20 ye.�s for 5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 5 

rAdi at i on r.l at.d I n J urt •• to surfAce after e�po.ur e .  AQAln the 
l eg a l  bottom l i ne e�empt. even the .tat. Workm.n Comp.n •• t i on 
Commi .sion f r om cover i n g  l ong t.rm r .d l .t i on i n j ur i e  •• 
Promi... m.d. in the S I S  Draft Envi ron .... nt.l Imp.ct Stat em.nt 
must con.equ.nt l y  be vi .wed •• hoi 10M promi.... Ind i V i du a l .  or 
commun i t i  •• h.ve no l eg . l  .t.nding in cour t .  S.fety wou l d  by 
d.f i n i t i on h.ve • l ow pr i o r i ty bec.u.. th.re i. no 
accountab i l i ty .  Produc t i on go.l. for the governm.nt .nd prof i t s 
for the contractor. Mi l l  dominate the p r i or i ty l i .t •• 
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EFFECTS OF M I L ITARV SPENDING 

The report "Empty pork Barr e l : Empl oyment Costs of H i l l  t a r y  

BU1 l dup 1 98 1 -85" es t l mates I d a h o  l ost 1 4 , 4 90 Jobs because the 

Feder a l  Government I nvested In unprecedented peace t l me 

m i l i t a r y  b U l l dup� Empl oyment Research ASSOC l ates � a Lans l ng �  

M l chl gan based econom I C S  consul t l ng f l r m compared the actual 

number of Jobs created t o  the number that wou l d  have been c r eated 

" I f  t h l '5  money had been spent on normal c l v t l l an econom I C  

act i v l t l es � " The DOE annual budget f or 1 98 1  w a s  $3 . 6  b I l l I on .  

I n  1 986 I t  Jumped t o  S7 . 2  b I l l I on .  DOE manages the natI ons 

nuclear weapons produc t i on f ac i l i t I es .  Government spend i n g 

the mi l l t ary has bRen at the expwnse of domest l c  programs. 

Idaho has f e l t  the l oss of Feder a l  

f o l l o� l ng 

shar I ng I n  the 

1 .  Educat i on 
2. Agr i c u l ture assl stance 
3 .  We l f ar e  a�d pub l i c  assi stance 

4. Research and devel opment of ne� i ndust r i es 

5. Road const ruc t i on and maintenance 

6 .  Energy conservat i on and mass trans i t  devel opment 

State revenues have dropped drast i c a l l y  In recent years requ � r l ng 

cut backs at a l l  l ev e l s  of pub l i C  ser v i ces. Local governmen t s  

w h o  a r e  a l so dependent on F�dRr a l  revenue shar i ng h a v e  been 

equa l l y  str essed due to cut backs. W I tness the record number of 

hom�less peop l e  not �een sI nce the Great Depress l on �  

I d ahoans must recogn I z e  t h a t  the source o f  t h e  revenue squeeze I S  

I n  Washi ngton WI th the spendIng pr i or i t i es o f  the Reagan 

Admi n i s t r a t i on .  

The country as a who l e  i s  runn i ng a S 1 76 b i l l i on t r ade def i C i t  

not t o  men t I on a equal l y  l arge nat i on a l  deb t . Put together , the 

two debts and r e l ated i n t erest thRse debts i s  an awesome 

burden to put on f uture gener a t l on§. The Reagan AdmI n I strat I on 

has added debt than a l l prevI ous admi n i s t r a t I ons put 

together� 

The real threat t o  our n a t i onal secur i t y curren t l y  l i es W i t h  

I nternal d I SI ntegr at i on  dUR t o  i n appropr i a te al l oc at i on o f  our 

resources. Other count r i es have i nvested i n  educat i on ,  

produc t I on capac i t y  and devel opmRnt of new i nd u s t r I e s  whIch WI l l  

put them I n  the l e ad i n  f u t ure groMt h �  

Therefore the S I S  Dr a f t  EnVI r onmental Stat ement must evaluate the 

r e l at l ve a l l ocat i on of scarce resources and Just i f y  the 

expend l ture of S 1  b l i l l on the SIS apposed to domest l c  

needs. 

3 

SAFETY CONS I DERATIONS 

INEL has a earthquake z on e  � r a t l n g .  That 1 5  the same seI smI C 

category a s  San F r anC I Sc o .  The strongest earthqua�e of r ec o r ded 

h l s t or y  c a l l ed the Y e l l owstone quake occurred I n  1 959.  T h I S 5 1 0  5 
quake had i t s ep I c enter a n I  y l (JfJ mI l es from I NEL wher e DOE want o;; • • 

to bUI l d  the S I S .  

�::a���ndW�
l l  

p�:to�:���o;;
s l n

� l ��:n l :�
st

b���:
l

Y Wh:�
b s

� �
nc

:o�:�w7n�� 5 . 2 4 . 2 7 
contact w I t h  ThI S makes the produc t I on process very 

sen s l t l ve t o  mal n t al n i ng vacuum cond i t l on s  durIng processin?" An 
2 4  5 

earthquake could compromlse the f aC I l I t I es abI l I t y to mal n t a l n  5 .  . 
� t s  oper a t l ng c on d i t I on s .  A p l utonium f I r e s l m l l ar to those at 

the Rocky F l at s  p l a�t Col oradO wou l d  send l e t h d l  p l umes of 5 1 2 0  
rad� a t l on i n t o  the a i r  and contamlnate the r eg I o n .  

• • 

l he S I S  w i l l  use l asers to separate p l ut on I um other 

l sotopes. These l asers c ou l d  f u r t her compl l c ate the f i r e 

scenar i o  by b e i n g  d i s l odged or ml sal i gned from I t S  f oc a l  p O i nt 

caus I ng f l r e s  dur l n g  an earthquake. Appropr 1 at e  prov l s l ons are 

not consi dered by DOE 1n l t s  Dr a f t  ElS on these conSIder a t i on s .  

The AVL l S  procedures (use o f  l asers to separ ate 1 50topes) l nvol ve 

vapor i z at l on of p l ut o n i um i n  chamber s ,  where I t  c ou l d  

accumu l ate undetected i n  i n v i s l b l e  areas. Over t l me , a 

super cr l t l c a l  amount mi ght accumu l at e  caus i n g  an ex p l OSIon and / or 

f I r e  Wi th a f l ash of r ad 1 �t l on c on t am I na t i ng the f ac i l i t y  and 

surrounding �re�. There wou l d  be 51'!ver a l  k i l ograms of p l ut on I um 

i nvol ved. I n h a l at I on of 1 00 m i c r ocur I e  ( l ess than 2 ml i l l grams) 

i s  l ethal as t h R  resl dents around Rocky F l at s  found out . 

Sc a l e  prototype for the AVL I S  process under constructlon at 

Lawrence L I v ermore WI l l  not be compl eted before construction I S  

t o  begIn on the S I S .  Des1gn def I C I enCI es revealed dur i n g  test I ng 

of t h i s f ac i l i t y  w o u l d  not be ab l e  to b e  i nc l uded I n  the S I S .  

DOE ' s  constructIon of the S I S  p r I er to c omp l Rt l on a n d  thor ough 

tes t i n g  of the prototyp& reveal s the DOE ' s  l ac k  of concern f or 

s a f e t y  and cred i b l e  managemen t .  

INEL has had n i n e  mel tdowns I n  l t S h l �tory o f  oper a t l on s .  Four 

of these mel tdowns were ac c i dents. E x p er i men t a l  mel tdowns to 

test the r ad i a t I on rel eases were conducted w l thout regard to the 

em l SS l on s  exposure to workers and surround l n g  reSI dents. One 

a C C I dent result�d i n  three deaths and serI ouS exposure to 

workers. W I t h  such a gr i m  safety h l story l i t t l e  conf i d ence 

be generated i n  DOE ' s  abl l i t y t o  manage even more SOph l s t l c ated 

and poten t l a l l y  dangerous f aC i l i t i es such as the S I S .  

5 . 1 . 2 2 
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TRANSPORTATION R I SKS 

H I gh l evel n u c l ea� wastes w l i l  be t � ansported f r om Hanford t o  
I NEL for process I ng at the pr oposed S I S  f ac I l I t y and then on to 
Co l or- ad o  s Roc k y  F l at s .  I d aho I S  not prepared t o d a y  t o  d e a l  w I t h 
e>: l s t l ng haz ar-dous mater I a l s  on I t s r o ad s .  Emergency Response 
reams w i t h adequate t r a I n I ng and equI pment V I r t ua l l y  non-
E'): l stent . Due to power f u l  t r uc k i ng and i n dus t r y  l Ob b y  the s t a t e  
i s  un abl e to gener a t e  haz ardous mater i a l s  per m I t  f ees t o  prov I de 
f undJ ng f or appropr i ate enforcement emergency response 
ser V I c e s .  The state has 70% In haz ardous 
mater I a l s  acc i den t s .  

T h e  S I S  woul d dramat i c a l l y  I ncrease h a z ardous mater I a l s  t r- a f f l c  
wI thout any DOE prOV I s i on f o r  l nc r- e a s l n g  the s a f e t y  net necessary 
t o  p r otect the gener a l  pub l i c .  The cas.:s DOE uses t o  t r ansport 
p l u t on I um and other r ad l oac t i ve mater i a l s  have f l un � ed even the 
l en I en t  Departm£'nt of Transpor t a t I on and Nuc l ear Regu l a t o r y  
CommI SS I on c r I t er I a .  D O E  cont I n ues t o  u s e  the c a s k s  because by 
l aw It IS not reqUI red to comp l y  WI th a n y  other agency 
regul at i on s .  I f  percent o f  t h e  contents of 
I r r a d I ated fuel c ask were to escape I n  r esp I r ab l e  f or m  In an 
urban area, ac c o r d i n g  t o  the l atest and most author I t a t I ve 
f eder a l  hea l th ef f ec t s  studI e s ,  thousands of l atent cancer 
f at a l I t I es c o u l d  resu l t ,  as we l l  as $2 b I l l I on in decontam I n at I on 
c o s t s .  

H i gh l ev e l  nuc l ea r  wastes used and generated b y  t h e  S I S  must be 
t r ansported eI ther b y  r a i l or b y  road . To date DOE has been 
unab l e  t o  b U I l d  a cask that WI l l  pass any c r l t er 1. a  other than i t s  

I n c l uded i s  i t s most recent .$ 1 00 m I l l I on Trupact deSIgn 
Wh I C h g r adual l y  l eaks gases that bui l d  Lip due t o  r ad i o l og I c a l  
bombardment WI t h I n  t h e  wastes. 

The DOE ' s  a c t i ons e�p05e I t S dangerous and m i s t aken V I £,W that 
nuc l ea r  t r ansport saf£'ty is not a ser I OUS i S SUQ. Such an agency 
cannot be a l l owed t o  overs.e the next gener at I on of cask desi gn , 
t es t I n g and hand l I ng ,  as d & l egated und.r present p o l I C y .  I t  i s  
essent I a l  that a l l  cask cert i f i c a t I on powers b v  removed f or m  DOE 
and vested I n  the NRC to a vo i d  repvt i t l on of these dangerous 
even t s .  S I mi l ar l y  the S I S  must not be bUI l t  unt I l  such 
tr ansportat i on r i sk s  are adequat el y addr@�s&d for both road and 
raI l s h I pments and a f l na l  geo l og I C repos i tory IS b U i l t  �nd 
tested to reC£'lve the wastes. 

5 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Due t o  the recent f a I l ure o f  the Waste I so l at I on PrOject I n  New 
MeX I C O  Wh l C h  was to S I S  wastes , I NEL WI l l  presumab l y  
c o n t I nue to b e  a def a c t o  nuc l ear dump . One fourth of al l 
ml i l tary nucl ear wastes are dumped at INEL as .... e l l as a l l of the 
Three HI l e  I s l and c o n t am l n a t ed reactor componen t s .  Over 7 . 1 
m I l l I on CUb I C  feet of r ad i oact I ve waste h a s  been dumped here on 
top of the Snake R I ver Aqui f er .  Over 69 b I l l I on ga l l ons of 
r � d i oac t i ve water was i n j ected di rect l y  I n t o  the aqU I f er between 
1953 and 1974.  These d i scharges c o n t a i ned 7 , 5 7 7  cur I es o f  
r ad I o ac t i ve mater I a l s  a c c or d i ng t o  f e d e r a l  repor t s .  Of f I C I a l s  
es t I mate that . 008 o f  a c ur l e  wou l d  k i l l  a person WI t h I n  a month 
1 f 1 ngest ed . 

Even the t i m I d  Envi ronmen t a l  Protec t i on Agency was forced to f i nd 
INEL I n  v i o l a t I on of the Resource Conser v a t I on and Recovery Act 
Wh I C h  was or i g I na l l y  estab l i shed t o  po l I ce p r I vate i ndustry .... a s t e  
managemen t .  Substan t i ve c o r r e c t I ve ac t I on I S  y e t  to OCCur 
because EPA W I l l  not shut down any INEL f aC I l I t y .  Consequent l y  
V I ol a t i on s  i n t erpreted a peer r ev i ew WI thout b e I ng 
bi nd i n g .  No C i V I l i an i n dustry wou l d  be a l l owvd to operate a 
S I n g l e  day under current Federal env i r onmen t a l  l aw U S I n g  INEL 
waste management prac t I ces. 

There IS no h i stor I c a l  evi dence wh i c h  wou l d  l ead any d I scernIng 
Idaho C I t i Zen t o  b e l I eve t h a t  the SIS wast£' management W I l l  be 
any d I f ferent. Even w i t h  EPA mon I tor i n g and W I t h  subsequent 
n ot I c e  of V I o l at I on s ,  cond i t i ons have not S I gn I f i c a n t l y  chang£'d. 

Government esti mates for c l eanup of e� I s t i n g r a d I oac t i ve .... aste 
dumps runs I n  the 1 0 ' s  of b i l l I on s  of dol l ar s .  Some of the 
wastes were dumped I n  cardboard bo�es and pose such a S I gn I f I cant 
threat to wor kers dur I ng e�cavat i on t h a t  DOE considers i t  
" I mp r a c t l  c a b l  e " .  

Waste b I ns bui l t  a t  t h .  New Waste Cal c i n i ng FaC I l I t y  t o  store 
.... astes at lNEL d o  not m.vt earthquak. ac t I v i t y standards. Steel 
that d I d  not meet NRC 5tandards was u�ed I n  the construct I on o f  
th£' b i n s _  Qual i t y control t R s t i n g  of th. stRe} r e i n f orcement .as 
�ot p r oper l y  preformed. R£'ject&d metal §tructures have b&en 
used . Impr oper p l acem@nt of r e i n f orcem.nt has c aused concrete 
strength problems_ I ns p l t e  of th.se d i sc l osur9s DOE I ntends to 
use the b l n s .  
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Cl ear I y DOE ' s  present management 1 s i n competent to manage any 
2 fur-ther f aC I l I t y dev£'l opment such the S I S  and wou l d  best 3 .  . 2  

d � r ec t  I t S e f f or t s  toward correct l nq previ ous b l unders. 
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STATE "ON I T OR I NG D I SCONT I NUED 

Most Idaho c i t ] zens and peop l e  thr oughout the Northwest assume 
that stat� health and envI ronmen t a l  agen C i e s  are mon i t or I ng DOE 
f ac i l l t l es. Most peop l e  b e l I eve that there is a safety net �h l C h 
enforces safety and envi ronmental l aw s .  

T h e  s a d  real i t y  I S  that s t a t e  budgets h a v e  b e e n  drast l c a l l y  
reduced and envi ronment a l  mon i tor i ng cut . I daho and WashIngton 
have agRnc l R5 mandated to mon i tor nucl ear acti v i t l es but eX i s t i ng 
budget restraints hay. forc.d staff l ayof f s �  

States have no author i t y to regulate Feder a l  nucl ear f aC I l i t i es .  
DOE u p  unt i l  a fe� years ago d en i ed state of f i c i a l s  access t o  I t s  
nucl ear f ac i l i t i e5 .  Today DOE h a s  l i mi t ed agreemen t s  a l l ow i n g  
state off l c i a l �  re5tr i c ted acce§s but actual regu l at l on l i es 
�ol e l y  �l th the Feder a l  government . Idaho exempted I NEL f r om 
ground water qua l i t y regu l at i on s  because i t  l S  Feder al 
f ac l i l t y .  As the § i ng l e  l argR§t �mp l oyer In the state It is no 
�onder I NEL swings a l ot of pol i t i cal c l ou t .  

Idaho w a s  abl e  to persuade l NE L  to stop i n j ec t i ng 1 00 mi l l i on 
g a l l on s  per month of r a d i oactlve and chemi cal �a5tes l nto the 
aqUI f er .  Now the w�.tes are du�ped i n to ponds wh l c h  a l l o� the 
wasteli to peculate more . l owl y i nto the aqu i f er .  Radl0actlve 
t r i t i um a l r e�dy ha. been detected the SnakR Ri ver P l a i n  
AqUIfer at l NEL ' s  southern boundary according to a 1983 study b y  
the US Geo l og I cal Survey . B y  the year 2000 the tri t i um wa§te 
p l ume lS ex pected to m i grate up to . i M  m i l es south of the I NEL 
proper ty l I ne ,  according to a mathemati c a l  model devel oped by the 
US Geol ogical Surve y .  

What most o f  these estimates do n o t  t a k e  i n t o  account when 
s c i en t l sts predlct the vp.ed w i th �hich contami nates come back to 
the sur f ace I S  l r r i gat i on .  Agr i cul ture i n  that r@glon I S  
e�pandlng r ap i d l y .  A. . �ar. desert ecology, f a r m l ng rel l es 
sol e l y  on i r r i ga t i on to produce very h i gh y i e l d  product§. So 
Much �ater has bean drawn from the aqui f er  that the water t ab l e  
has been dropPing dr�m.t i c.l l y .  "un i c i pa l  water for 4 1  
com�un l t i e5 al so add. t o  the d r a i n  on th i .  �qu i f .r .  

The i r r i g at i on of over 3 mi l l i on  acres of farm l an d  and r ap i d l y  
grOWIng mun i c i pal water n .. d s  "'1 1 1  pul l I NEL ' .  pol l ut i on back to 
the surface much f a §ter than anyone pred i c ted. Snake Ri ver 
Aqui fer spr l ng s  fReding the Snake Ri ver provide the ent l r e  r i ver 
f l ow We�t of TNin Fal l . .  The r i ver f l ow East o f  TWi n F a l l s  l S  
al most entI r e l y di verted for i r r i g at i on .  The Snake f l ows l n to 
Northern Idaho ... here it turns West at L .... i ston and Joi ns the 
Col umb l a  Near the T r i -Ci t l es .  Any radioac t l ve and chem i c a l  wastes 
wh i c h  I NEL puts i nto the Snake Ri ver AqUIfer Wi l l  eventua l l y  
reach Northern I d a h o ,  Southern Wash l ngton, �nd Nor thern Oregon . 

7 

HEALTH EFFECTS OF INEL OPERA T I ONS 

Over l t S h l story the Idaho Natlonal Engl neer l n g Laboratory has 
bui l t  5 1  nuc l ear reactors - 1 6  ar e oper a t i n g  or oper ab l �  tod a y .  
T h l s  represents t h e  l argest concen t r a t l on of r e actor s I n  t h e  
wor l d .  I n  add i t l on t o  these reactors are f aC i l I t I es W h l C h  
process l arge quant l t l es o f  r ad l oact l ve a n d  c h em l c a l  m a t er l a l s .  
Em l s5 l on� f r om the§e oper a t i on s  have h a d  s l g n l f l cant hea l t h  
e f f ec t s  o n  t h e  surround l ng human and WI l d l i f e  popu l at l on s .  

"Radi oecol og l ca l  E f f e c t s  o n  A n i m a l  a n d  Hum.a.n Popu l a t i on s  Near the 
I d aho National Eng i neer i ng Laboratory" by M l chael B l a l n ,  Phd . , 
Car l J ohnson , Md . ,  Carol Kreider , BS� , and Robert Ni chol as , BS .  
a n d  presented t o  t h e  Amer i c an Assoc l at l on f o r  t h e  Advancement f or 
Science annual meet i ng 1 n  New Yor k ,  N � Y .  May 1984 states: 

"The I d aho Nat i on a l  Engineering Laboratory h a s  r e l eased ml i l l on s  
of c ur i e� of radi onuc l i d es i n  e� haust p l umes dnd I n  I l qU l d  waste 
d I scharges In the past 35 years ( s i nce 1952) form 5 1  reactors and 
a ct,eml c a l  processlng p l a n t �  Envlr onrne n t a l  contami n at i on wi th 
r a d l onuc l l des has been conf l r med b y ' on § i te stud l es of so i l ,  
�ater , p l ant , and ani mal s ,  but not of l oc a l  popu } .t i on s .  Federal 

" d ata on cancer mor t a l i t y and st.te data on cancer i nC l dence I n  
the s i x  coun t l  •• ne�r I NEL werv an.lyzed. When the Idaho s t a t e  
popu l at i on w a s  employed as a control group , t h e r e  was an excess 
number of deaths ( 1 950-69) f r om cancer of the more radi osens i t i ve 
organs ( 17 observed , 9 . 4  expected ) [  80.8% i ncrease] and an 
excess of cancer c.a.ses ( 1 97 1 -80; 1 1  obser ved, 8 expected) [ 37 . 5% 
I ncrease) in C l ar k  county, I d aho do�nwind of I NE L .  T h e  exce�$ i s  
due t o  a l ower than e>:pected number o f  lDal ... cancers ( 2  obser ved , 
2 . 8  expected) and a h l gher than expected number of female c�ncers 
( 9  obser �ed , 5 . 2  eMpected ) [  73% I ncrease ] , p ar t l cu l ar l y  female 

breast tumors ( 6 ob§arvRd , 2.8 expect ... d ) [ 1 1 4 i'. I ncrease ] . " 

" Mormons have a 23 7.. l o  ... er rate of cancer than other popu l a t l on s  
a n d  t h e  s i x  count i es have l arge Mormon popul at i on s  ( r ange = 40-
80% ) . When the Cancer i nc i dence In the counties l S  compared to a 
Mormon control popu l a t i on ,  there i s  an � cess cancer i n c l dence 
( 1 97 1 -80) in Bannock (659 oblOerved , 485 .. 7 eMpected ) [ 35 . 6  �� 
i nc r e.s@ ] ,  Bonnevi l l e <547 ob§erved , 447 . 9  expected ) [  22� 1 % 
I ncrease ] ,  Butte ( 4 7  ob�erv6!d , 34 . 5  expect.d ) [ 36 . 2% l ncrease ) ,  
C l ar k  ( I I  observed , 6 expected) [83 . 3% i ncr •• �e ) .  There l 5  a need 
for a comprehen s l ve cohort §tudy ( 1 9S2-pre5en t )  that considers 
member sh l p  i n  the Mormon Church . "  

The eVl dence c l ear that past-present oper a t l ons pose a 
s l gn l f i cant hea l th hazard to I d ahoan§. DOE 1 9  Ob v l ous l y  
unwI l l l ng to oper ate §afe f ac l l i t l es �  There l S  n o  evi dence that 
the pr oposed SIS f ac i l l t y �hich wi l l  be process l ng several 
hundred bi l l i on m i c r ocur l e  per year wl i l  operate d i f feren t l y .  
Less than one mi c r ocur i e  o f  p l uton i um wi l l  cause l ung cancer and 
death. 
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TESTIMONY OF 
GREGORY S. CASEY 

PRESIDENT , IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
HARCH 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  

BOISE, I DAHO 

RE : LOCATION OF THE SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT AT THE 
IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY . 

Good afternoon . My name is Greg Casey. I am President of the 
Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, or lAC! . lACI is a 
statewide business association formed by a 1974 merger of the 
Idaho state Chamber of commerce, the Associated Industries of 
Idaho , the Idaho Safety Council and the Idaho potato Processors 
Association . 

Today , the association has about 300 members , including all types 
of commerce from throughout the state. Membership also includes 
27 separate trade associations and 18 Local Chambers of Commerce . 

Our membership , excluding associations or chambers , employs 
roughly 7 0 , 000 Idahoans with an annual payroll ot approximately 
$2 b i l l ion. In 1 9 8 6 ,  the Idaho-only economic activity of our 
membership was about $7 billion. That is roughly equivalent to 
50' of the state I s total sales for 19 8 7 ,  as estimated by the 
Idaho Department of Commerce . The association is governed by a 
30 member Board of Directors elected by the membership. 

In March of 1987 , our Board voted without dissension to endorse 
and actively support location of the SIS project at the INEL 
site, barring any unforeseen major problems that might arise from 
the DEIS . 

Subsequent to issuance of that report, we have reviewed the DEIS 
and now support the project ' s  location at the INEL site without 
reservation. I am here today to represent that support on behalf 
of IACI • 
IACI has not been an idle bystander in this proce s s .  

La s t  summer, IACI formed a Technology committee that, among other 
things, visited the site and reviewed the entire project. We 
have also attended briefings regarding the transportation of 
material to and from the site and appeared at public forums 
regarding the SIS that were organized by both proponents and 
opponents .  

RATIONALE : 

1 . 1  

The National Weapons Stockpile Memorandum (NWSM) , submitted by 4 9 4 
the Secretaries of Defense and Energy t o ,  and subsequently • • 
approved by, the president of the united States, addresses the 
need for additional , non-reactor redundancy in the production of 
weapons grade plutonium. Based on the f indings of that 
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classitled document, the U . S .  Congress has authorized and appropriated monies to further the project. 

Theretore , we believe that the question is not whether to proceed with the S I S ,  but where . Questions deal inq with the findinqs of that memorandum seem outside the scope of these hearings . 
After a caretul review ot the DEI S ,  it seems clear that the Department ot Energy ' s  preferred choice of the INEL tor the SIS is both environmentally and economically sound . 
Natura l l y ,  we are very enthusiastic about the economic benefits to be derived by location of the project in Idaho. The INEL has long been one of Idaho ' .  largest and most stable employers . This project will continue to afford us that employment stabil ity and thereby add to the stabil ity of the Idaho tax base. 

We aea very minimal , i f  any, economic i l l  effects relating to the location of the SIS at the lNEL. (We concur with the findinqs of the DEIS in that reqard . )  

Environmentally, the s 1  te 1 a  well sui ted tor location of the project. Ita obvious advantaqes are enhanced by the relatively small surroundinq population. That factor is one ot many that makes the INEL preferable over the Savannah River Site . 
We have also determined that the non-reactor nature of this project, combined with the relatively small amounts of plutonium used at any one time, and the impressive nature of the containment procedure, means the addition of this project to the INEL pose. l ittle additional on-site danqers to e ither the environment or the work torce. 

Our concerns regardinq the transportation ot material from Hanford to the INEL site or from the aite to Rocky Flats Plant in Colorado have been minimized by a better understandinq of the procedure. a l ready in UKe by the Department of Enerqy. It is evident that tranaportation of this material i. Bomethinq that the Department must deal with effectively no matter where the SIS miqht eventually be located . Wa are aati.fied that all that can be done to enaure sate transportation i. being done . Also, it aeems evident that the material will occasional l y  be transported throuqh Idaho even if the SIS were to be built e laewhere . 
We are also excited about the down stream potential ot this project on the atate l s  economy and educational system. The technoloqy that accompanies the SIS w i l l  no doubt brinq with it additional scientific and educational spin-offs beyond what e ither the stat. or the INEL can presently provide . For that reason , we think the alarm expressed by some at the relatively short project duration is , itsel t ,  shortsighte d .  For example, the Boron-Neutron Capture Therapy, presently under development at the INEL site, uses tacilities never intended for use in furtherinq medical research and treatment. We believe the new 

SIS technoloqy brinqs with it similar opportunities. 

If Idaho is in need of anything, it is increased opportunities. 

We bel ieve the DEIS makes appropriate and adequate Use of the 
existing NEPA regulations in developing this document, and that 
the drafters are to be commended for providing a DEIS that is 
clear, concise and understandabl e .  We are deeply troubled by 
recent attempts to propagate rumors that the addition of the SIS 
to the INEL site will damaqe the reputation of Idaho aqricultural 
crops . There is absolutely no evidence that would justify that 
assertion. 

In conclUsion, let me again state that the Idaho Associat ion of 
Commerce and Industry and those we represent, urge that the SIS 
be built and be built at the Idaho National Enqineerinq 
Laboratory near Idaho Fal l s .  

2 . 1 . 1  
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TESTIMONY OF AFI - C I O  PRESIDENT 

JAMES E. KERNS 

S . 1 . S .  HEARING - BOISE, IDAHO 

MARCH 26 , 1988 

MR. HEARING OFFICER EIGUREN - -

GOOD AFTERNOON . MY NAME IS JAMES E .  KERNS . FOR THE RECORD , MY HOME ADDRESS 

IS 1612 NORTH 21ST STREET, BOI SE, IDAHO. I AM HERE REPRESENTING THE 1 6 , 1 2 6  UNION 

MEMBERS WHO BELONG TO 1 1 7  LOCAL UNIONS AND COUNCILS THAT JOINED TOGETHER TO ESTAB

LISH THE IDAHO STATE AFL-CIO ,  AND I AM I T ' S  ELECTED PRESIDENT . 

OUR FEDERATION OF UNIONS SUPPORT THE SITING OF THE SPECIAL I SOTOPE SEPARATOR 

(SIS) AT THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY ( INEL) IN SOUTHEASTERN IDAHO. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DOE) HAS DESIGNATED THE INEL AS THE PREFERRED SITE 

FOR THE SIS PRODUCTION FAC LITY. 

AS YOU HAVE HEARD AND SEEN YESTERDAY AND TODAY -- AND CERTAINLY NEXT 

MONDAY , THE SITING OF THE S I S  IN IDAHO IS AN EMOTIONAL ISSUE, AND BEING SUCH AN 

EMOTIONAL ISSUE, I BELIEVE IT IS I MPORTANT FOR THE COMMITTEE AND THE PUBLIC TO 

UNDERSTAND HOW THE IDAHO TRADE UNION MOVEMENT ARRIVES AT OUR POLICY DECISIONS. 

EACH YEAR, DELEGATES REPRESENTING THEIR LOCAL UNIONS ATTEND THE IDAHO STATE 

AFL-CIO CONVENTION. AT THE CONVENTION, RESOLUTIONS ARE INTRODUCED, ASSIGNED TO 

THE GERMANE COMMITTEE WHERE HEARINGS ARE HELD ON THE RESOLUTIONS. AFTER THE 

HEARINGS, THE COMMITTEE CHAIRS REPORT TO THE CONVENTION FLOOR THE RESOLUTIONS 

WITH RECOMMENDATIONS; THE RECOMMENDATION BEING DO PASS, NO RECOMMENDATION OR DO 

NOT PASS. THE RESOLUTIONS ARE THEN DEBATED ON THE FLOOR OF THE CONVENTION UNTIL 

THE I SSUE IS VOTED UPON. A MAJORITY OF VOTES , EITHER PASSES OR REJECTS THE RESOLU-

TlON. THE IDAHO STATE AFL-CIO HAS PASSED AND ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING THE 

SITING OF ADDITIONAL PROJECTS AT THE INEL, INCLUDING THE SSC PROJECT , WHICH 

IDAHO WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN ATTRACTING , AND THE SIS.  AGAIN , WITH THE DOE 

- 2 -

DESIGNATING THE I N E L  AS THE PREFERRED S I T E  FOR THE S I S  FACI'.ITY - - W E  BELIEVE 

WE HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN THE PROJECT FOR IDAHO -- AND WE URGE THE DOE TO AWARD 

THE PROJECT TO THE INEL SITE WITH THE PROPER FUNDING . 

IT HAS BEEN SAID BY SOME THAT LABOR SUPPORTS THE SIS BECAUSE OF THE CON

STRUCTION JOBS, THE OPERATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL JOBS AND THE SPIN-OFF JOBS 

FROM LASER TECHNOLOGY TO ADDITIONAL SERVICE JOBS THAT WILL BE CREATED ON THE 

SHORT TERM AND LONGER TERM. SO, IT SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE TO ANYONE - 

ORGANIZED LABOR IN IDAHO IS FOR GOOD PAYING JOBS, SAFE JOBS AND UNION JOBS. 

WE ARE FOR JOBS THAT PAY WELL ENOUGH SO THAT IDAHO WORKING FAMI LIES CAN 

HAVE A SENSE OF FINANCIAL SECURI TY ;  WE ARE FOR SAFE JOBS SO THE AGONY OF INJURY 

OR DEATH DOES NOT STALK THE WORKER AND THE FAMILY WHEN THAT WORKER GOES TO WORK ; 

WE ARE .FOR UNION JOBS THAT INSURES AND SUPPORTS THE PREVIOUS TWO JOB REQUISITES 

AND GIVES THE WORKER A SOLID AND LOUD VOICE IN DETERMINING THEIR WORKING COND I -

TIONS. 

WE BELIEVE THE LONG TRACK RECORD OF EXCELLENT LABOR/MANAGEMENT RELATIONS AT 

THE INEL BETWEEN IDAHO CONTRACTORS AND IDAHO WORKERS REINFORCES OUR SUPPORT FOR 

THE SIS FACILITY TO BE SITED IN EASTERN IDAHO. 

EXPERIENCED AND COMPETENT IDAHO CONTRACTORS ARE ALREADY IN PLACE AND CAN DO 

THE JOB. 

A POOL OF HIGHLY SKILLED AND TRAINED IDAHO WORKERS ARE AVAILABLE TO MAN THE 

PROJECT AND CAN DO THE JOB. 

A STABLE RELATIONSHIP EXISTS, AND HAS FOR YEARS UNDER A STABILIZATION AGREE

MENT BETWEEN LABOR AND MANAGEMENT. 

THIS STABLE RELATIONSHIP DOES NOT EXIST EVERYWHERE IN IDAHO -- AND I CAN SAY 

WITH SOME CONFIDENCE _ _ THAT I F  THIS PROJECT WAS GOING TO BE BUILT I N  - - LET ' S  SAY, 

BOISE __ IDAHO TRADE UNIONS PROBABLY WOULD LOOK AT THIS PROJECT WITH A SOMEWHAT 

JAUNDICED EYE. 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3  
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LET ME DRAW YOU A COMPARISON BETWEEN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN BOISE AND 

TIlOSE AT THE INEL, OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. 

NOW, BEFORE I AM ACCUSED OF STARTING A SECTIONAL CONFLICT BETWEEN SOUTHWEST

ERN AND SOUTIlEASTERN IDAHO -- I WILL TELL YOU mAT THERE ARE HIGHLY SKI LLED AND 

TRAINED WORKERS IN BOISE READY TO DO TIlE JOB -_ AND TO DO TIlE JOB SAFELY __ I N  

FACT MANY O F  TIlE WORKERS I N  BOISE AND TIlOSE A T  TIlE INEL ATTENDED THE SAME APPREN

TICESHIP SCHOOLS, FUNDED BY TIlE WORKERS AND TIlEIR EMPLOYERS AT NO COST TO TIlE 

STATE . BUT, TIlE CONSTRUCTION PHI LOSOPHY IN BOISE, HAS, OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, 

BEEN TO HIRE OUT-OF-STATE CONTRACTORS , USING PREDOMINANTLY OUT-OF-STATE WORKERS 

AND PAYING NON-UNION SUBSTANDARD WAGES . TIlE RESULT _ _  FIVE CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 

ARE DEAD -- AND MANY INJURED , SOME PERMANENTLY DISABLED _ _  IN FACT A BOISE CITY 

BUILDING INSPECTOR FELL IS FEET THROUGH A HOLE AND INJURED HIS BACK LAST WEEK AT 

ONE OF TIlE CONSTRUCTION SITES • 
I SAID EARLIER, ORGANIZED LABOR IN IDAHO WANTS GOOD PAYING JOBS , SAFE JOBS 

AND UNION JOBS. AlloIOST NONE OF THESE PREREQUISITES EXIST AT TIlE CURRENT CONSTRUC::. 

TION SITES IN BOISE OVER THE PAST TWO YEAR S .  

WHAT ' S  TIlE RECORD A T  TIlE I N E L  FOR THE PAST F I V E  YEARS , WHERE W E  HAVE IDAHO 

COMPANIES EMPLOYING IDAHO WORKERS? 

NOT ONE CONSTRUCTION DEATIl -- ONE DEATIl DID OCCUR TO A PROTECTIVE FORCE 

EMPLOYEE WHEN HIS WEAPON ACCIDENTALLY DISCHARGED. 

HAVE TIlERE BEEN ACCIDENTS AT THE INEL? CERTAINLY, CONSTRUCTION WORK IS 

DANGEROUS WORK, BUT DEATIl AND INJURIES DO NOT HAVE TO BE COLD-BLOODEDLY ADDED 

INTO TIlE COST IF PROPER CARE, CONSIDERATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF SAFETY IS A 

PRIORITY -- AS IT IS AT TIlE INEL. THE LOST WORKDAY ACCIDENTS AT TIlE INEL IS 

1 . 1  PER 200,000 MANHOURS WORKED -- COMPARED TO 3 . 6  LOST WORKDAY ACCIDENTS 

IN TIlE INDUSTRY, NATIONWIDE. 

- 4 -
TIlE IDAHO STATE AFL-CIO FIRMLY BELIEVES TIlE PRIORITY OF SAFETY WILL REMAIN 

NUMBER 1 AT TIlE SIS SITE. 

WE BELIEVE, SINCE THE DOE HAS SELECTED TIlE INEL AS THE PREFERRED SITE, IT 

SHOULD BE BUILT THERE. 

WE BELIEVE TIlE CURRENT STABLE LABOR/MANAGEMENT RELATIONS WILL CONTINUE. 

WE BELIEVE TIllS NEW PROJECT AT TIlE INEL WILL PROVIDE GOOD PAYING JOBS, 

SAFE JOBS AND UNION JOBS FOR IDAHO WORKERS. 

IN CONCLUSION, MR .  HEARING OFFICER, IT HAS BEEN MY HONOR AND PRIVILEGE TO 

ADDRESS YOU AND URGE YOU TO CONVEY TO CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF TIlE UNITED 

STATES mAT IDAHO ' S  UNION WORKERS RECOMMEND THAT TIlE SIS BE PROPERLY FUNDED 

AND BUILT AT TIlE INEL IN SOUTIlEASTERN IDAHO. 

THANK YOU. 
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Exec u t i ve Sumn� 

DOE p l ana to i ns t, a l l  a raoc i l i t y  t, o p r ocess p l u t o n i u)fl obtai ned f r om 
r e p r oceaoed nuclear F ue l .  D o i ng e o  wi l l  � ncreaBe the number of 
p l u t o n i u m  s h i p me n t s  i n  t he nat i o n  by 50" or more, but the t ra r f i c  �i l l  
b e  concent rated i n  t he Northwest i f  t he f'aci l i t y  i s  p l aced i n  Idaho. 
One exi s t i ng t ype o f  c o nt a i ne r  lo.1i l 1  be used t o  move both powdered 
p l ut o n i um oxide f r o m  Hanf'ord and r e F i ned p l u t o ni um metal to Rocky F i s t s  
uh i l e  an e n t � rel y n e w  cont a i ne r  1",11. 1 1  b e  deve l oped t o  handle 
p l u t o n i um-contaminaced uaete s h i p ped to WI?? DOE claims t hot o n l y  
c o n t a i ners cer t i f i ed b y  NRC o r  D D T  w i l l  b e  used a n d  t h a t  t h e y  wi l l  be 
s h i pped o n l y i n  epac i a l  t ransport veh i c l e s .  But one of' the three 
c o n t a i ne r s  used in the past has been recent l y  wi thdrswn because or a 
seri ous des i g n  der i c i e nc y ,  a second suffered a seri ous manu:fac t u r i nlil or 
ma i ntenance F a .l l u r e  causing l eakage and t he t h i rd m.o.y eurFer From 
several p r o b l ema not addressed in the DEIS. Paet p l ut o n i um s h i p p i na: 
expe r i e nc e ,  '..Jh i l e  not yet i nvo lvi ng many seri ous acc i de n t s ,  has had 
several close c a l l s  du.:,' to contai ner deFiciencies not addreseed in the 
D E I S .  Much of DOE ' s  analysis is theref'ore specul .at i ve  .and may not be 
supported b y  past exper.lence in shi p p i ng p l u t o n i um, .and handli na 
p l ut o n i um-contaminated '..Jostes and '..Jaste from accidents. 

Lolh i  I e  t he S I S  D E I S  does address t r anspo r t a t i o n  ques t i o ns ,  i t  is 
both i ncomplete and mi s l eading in these (and o t he r )  area.e: 

- t he SaFe Secure T r a ns p o r t  veh i c l ee (SST) m.o. y  not necessar i l y  be used 

For a l l  s h i pments , and the accident analysis should not s o ;  use 

o f  other vehic les c o u l d  i nc rease r .l sk i n  an acc i de n t  

- DOE may decide n o t  t o  use NRC-c e r t i Fied c o n t a i ne r e ,  a a a i n  i ncre.asina 
r i sk 

crush/c r i t i ca l i t y  questions and discrep8nciea exist For the 6M 

c o n t a .l ner and should be r e s o l ved 

- the risk a na l ys i s  rai l s  to address hUman e r r o r  desp i t e  p r i o r  DOE 
s t udies in t h i s  area 

- t he r i s k anal ysie does not l o ok at economi c / s o c i a l  consequences o f  
accidentle' a n d  t h u s  obscu res the possi b l e  impacts o f  a s e r i ous accident 

the safet y i mp l i c ati ons o f  " o t he r  fuel s t oc k p i l e s "  should be 

de l i nested; t he y  could i nvolve both i nc reased risk and more s h i p me n t s  

- t o t a l  numbers or s h i p me n t s  ma y  be se r i ous l y  undersstimated i n  a 
number or '..Jays and is never compared to present e h i p p i ng rates 

spec i r i c  shi p p i ng routee should be des i g nated. mads publ i c  and 

checked r o r  any spec i f i c  prob l e ms ; rai l ure t o  do obscures the hazards 

and i nvi tes danger 

- DDE should make ava i l ab l e  the backg round r i s k calculat i o n s  i nvolved 
in i t s  r i Ak assessment f o r  c l oser revieu 

My name i s  L.. i ndsay Aud i n .  I a m  emp l o yed as a mechanical enlili neer 1J i t h  
t h e  p r i vate c o nsul t i ng f i rm o f  Goldman Copel and Batlan a n d  O:xm.an, 1Jhe re 
I head the Department o f'  Studies and Surveys. I am appearlna here today 
as a member o f  t he Special I s o t o pe Separat i o n  ( S I S )  Technical Review 
Bosrd. 

I received my ena.lnee r i ng educ 8t i o n  at Rensse l ae r  P o l ytechnic Inst i t ut e  
a n d  s e ve r a l  N e w  York a r e a  c o l leges. I '...las a part i c i pant in the f"ederal 
Off' ice of' Tec h n o l o g y  Assesement ' s  ( OTA) Nuc le8r Mat e r i a l s  Pack.alil i na 
Workshop ( 1 98 5 )  and edited a p o r t i o n  o f  OTA ' s  study on haz8rdous 
me. t e r i a l s  tr8nspo r t a t i o n .  S i nce 1 98 1 .  I have served as the nuclear 
t ransport a t i o n  consultant to the Ci t y  o f'  Neu York and t o  the Nebraska 
Energy Orfice , 1986-87. I am prese n t l y  cont racted in a s i mi l a r  c8pac i t y  
t o  the State o r  Nevada and t he C e n t e r  f' o r  Tech noloay, EnviroOiftant and 
Development at C l a rk U n i ve rs i t y. I am also a rese8rch :fe l l ow o f  the 
Counc i l  o n  Economic P r i o r i t i es .  a p r i vate, non-prof'it p u b l i c  i nterest 
research organ.i.zat i o n  that pub l i shed "The Next Nuc lear Gamble . "  .a 1983 

study o n  nuclear uaste s h i p p I ng and handl i ng th8t I co-authored. I have 
a l s o  served as a c o n s u l t a n t  on nuclear materials t r8nsport.8t i o n  t o  
members of t h e  U . S .  Congress a n d  t he l e g i s l a t i ve  bodiee o f"  Connect icut . 
Ne1J York. Ne1J Jersey, Bond c o u n t i e s  i n  several states. 

NRDC requested a revieu of issues s t emmi na; :from transportation of" 
p I  u t o n i  um and p I  ut o n i  um-bear i ng vaetes and exami nat ion o f  the DraPt 
Envi r onlJl9ntsl I mpact Statement ( D E I S )  o n  the Spec i 8 1  Isot ope Sep8ra t i on 
P l a n t .  My statement t oday serves b o t h  those functi ons .and f"ocuses on 
the S I S  as it .l S  present l y  p l a n ned f'or �nstal l at i o n at the IdAho 
Nat i onal E na i nee r i n� Laborat o r y  ( I NEL ) . 

D E I S  DOES NOT ADDRESS PLUTONIUM SHIPPING PROBLE� 

Hazards of Plutonium i n  T r a n s i t  

U n d e r  the DOE ' s  proposal t o  c o n s t ruct t h e  S I S  faci l i t y  i n  Idaho, 
p l u t o n i um uould be s h i p ped to INEL after bei nlil p r ocessed 8 t  Hanford 
i n t o  powdered p l u t o n i um oxide . from I NEL to Rocky f' 1 8 t S  as met.81 ( i n  the 
r o r m  of" "buttons . " i . e . , shaped l i ke thick p8ncakes) and f"rom INEL t o. 
the Waste I s o l 8t i o n  P i l ot P l a n t  ( WI P P )  f'ac i l i t y  near Carlsbad. .as waste 
I1IoOI t e r i a l s  contami nated by p l utonium powder and p 8 r t i c les. 

The major s u r r oundi na; t rBnsport o f  p l ut o n ium relate to 
atmoepheric d i s persal in a n  acc i de n t .  Rout i ne radi oac t i ve  emissions are 
aeneral l y  not a problem si nee they a r e  norme.l l y  q u i te 10,,",. except in the 
case of t he concentrsted isot opee present l y  s18ted f"or 20-year st oraae 
o n  a i t e .  While no s h i e l d i ng i s  requi red for the c o n t a i ners i nvolved i n  
t r ansport o f  p l u t o n i u m  r i c h  i n  t he isotope Pu-239 between INEL and 5 29 4 5  Hanrord and Rocky F l a t e .  s h i e l ded casks may be needed t o  handle the • • 
Pu-238, 2 4 0 ,  2 4 1  and 2 4 2  that is to be separated by the Atomic V8por 
Laser Isotope Separat i o n  (AVL I S ) p r ocess and l a t e r  s h i p ped as '-IaSte t o  
W I P P .  

Whi l e  the E I S  d i scusses the toxi c i t y  
the p o t e n t i a l  hazards i nvo lvi ng i t s  
propens i t y  r o r  s p o n t a neous nuclear 

2 

o f  p l ut o n i um. it does not i ndIcate 
reac t i vi t y  and c r i t i c.81 i t y  ( i . e  . •  

c ha l n  reac t i o n )  1Jhi l e  i n  trans i t .  5 . 2 9 . 54 
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P l u t o n i unl ox�de caon cause release of gases. heat to t.emperatures o ve r  

500 deilreeB and r e a c t  w i t h  m o i s t u r e  uhen not. p r o pe r l y  dried. 

P l u t o n l. um metal yields heat and oxidi zes t o  a f i ne power in contact 

w i t h  a i r .  in effect b u r n i n g  at i t s  Burf'ac B .  P l u t o n i um metal par t i c les 

(such those resu l t i ng f r om mo.chi n i nji ua rheada > a r e  of spec i a l  

concern because t he i r  exposed a r e a  a l l oue very r a p i d  oxid8 t i o n .  thereby 

h e a t i o il:  t h e i r  sur roundi ngs end poss i b l y  preeB u r i z i nji t he i r  c o n t a i n e r e .  

B o t h  t ypes of p l ut o n i u m  must a l s o  be handled a n d  separated i n  discrete 

quant i t i e s  t o  avoid c r i t i c a l i t y . U nc o n t r o l led c r i t i c.oi i t y  enoo resu l t  i n  
ext reme l y  rapid nuclear reac t i o n  that c o u l d  lend a arnol l 

e xp l osi o n ,  breach.lnji the c o n t a i ne r s . d i s p e r s i n a  t.he p l ut o n ium emd 

i r rl!lld i a t i na nearby perso n ne l .  It should be noted the.t the fuel-ijE rads 

p l u t o n i um f"eedstock det a i l ed i n  the DEIS haa a Pu-24Q c o n t e n t  of 18. 5 • •  
wh i l e  the \.J9l!11pons ijErade output wi l l  have 6 "  o r  l e e s  Pu-240. S i nce 
Pu-240 i s  a neut r o n  absorber. t h i s , mokes the me t al l i c  \.I9apons-ijEr l!llde 
s h i p me n t s  relat i ve l y  p r o ne to c r i t i c a l i t y  (compared to f'uel-ijErl!llde 

p l u t o n i  urn ) .  

U n r e l e n t i nijE ao t t e n t. i o n  t o  careful packag i ng i s  absolut e l Y  essentiol t o  

ovoid p r o b l elll8 thot c o u l d  compromise packaa i ng i ntea r i t y. 
U n f' o r t u n a t s l y .  several post i nc i de n t s  i ndicate t hl!llt t h e r e  is a need f' o r  

sofety improvements b e f o r e  t.he D E I S '  s o p t o m i s t i c  f o recast of sare 

t r eneit C8n become 8 rea l i t y. 

� Packagi na Licens i ng 
A l l  rodiooc t i ve JQ8 t e r i a l s  c o n t a i ners l i censed under federol 

rejlul l!llt i o ns .  Three aaenc i e s  are empovered to issue "cert i f' icl!lltBs of' 

comp l i e.nce " ,  t h e  U . S .  Department. of Energy (DOE ) .  the f'<Iuc l el!ll r 
Rea u l a t o r Y  COlllmi s s i o n  ( NRC) and the U. S. Depor t me nt of' Tro nspo rtat i o n  

( D OT ) ,  u h i c h  h8s f i n8 1  autho r i t y  o ve r  the t ra n s p o r t o t i o n  activitiee of 
DOE and NRC. The general procedure t o  ott a i n  0 l i c e nse i nvolves dee i g n  

devel op-.- n t  f o l l o\.l9d b y  a S a f e t y  A n a l y s i e  Rep o r t  f o r  Pockogi na (SARP ) 
which IIlUSt demonstrate how the p r opoeed dss i g n  c o mp l i e s  wi t h  federol 

r u l e s .  

Depending o n  the c 8 r 8 0 .  contoi ner d e s i g n s  must be o b l e  t o  withstand 
test.s of' varying i ntens i t y. F o r  the quant i t iee of p l u t onium i nvolved i n  

the S I S  operat i o n .  a l l  shipments IoIi l l  require Type B packall i ng .  wh i c h  
must IoI i t hstaond tests i nvol vi n� i mpac t ,  p u nc t u re ,  f i re a n d  8 u b rqa r e i o n  i n  

wl!llt e r .  I n  add i t i o n .  a crush t e s t  h",s rece n t l y  b e e n  gener81 1 y  8ccepted 

as 0 1iiI: ood idea ( t hough not i ns t i tuted i n  the regulat i o ns ) .  One important 

concept t o  remembe r ,  hO\.l9ve r .  is that o n l y  c o nt a i ne r � 8re 

l i censed. not the c o n t a i ners themselves. The manuf8C- ture and 

ma i nt e nl!llnce of t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  a r e  subject t o  much less sc rut i ny that the 

d e s i g n  a n 8 1 y s i s  and are usua l l y  handled b y  a q ua l i t y  assur8nce ( tlA )  
proaram e n f o rced wi t h  spot checko . 

C o nt a i ners Past and Fut ure 

The p r i mar y  packages used i n  the past to s h i p  e o l i d  p l u t o n i um vere the 

F L- I 0 .  the 6M and t h e  LLD-l . All have been used to ship both power ond 

but t o ns .  Whi l e  other c o nt a i ne r s  exi s t , most are res t r i c ted t o  s mo l l e r  

quant i t i e s  of ma t e r i a l s  a n d  a r e  n o t  l i ke l y  t o  serve the S I S  opera t i o n .  

;3 

Transport of p l u t o n i um-contami nated \J.6s t e .  commonl y c a l led t r8nsuronic 

uaste (TRU ) .  has been a part of t h e  Rocky F l at s  ope r a t i o n  f' o r  a nUMbe r 

of years s i nc s  it usee I f'<IEL as a temporarY s t o ralie fac i l i t y  for the 
wos t e  p r oduced i n  war head mtlnufac t u r e .  T h e  c o n t 8 i ne r s  u a e d  i n  such 

t r8nsf"ers are now c o ne i dered obs o l e t e  or i ne f f i c i e n t .  The advent of' the 

WIPP fostered the need f o r  T r a nsuranic Packalie f o r  T rl!ll nspor t .  

TRUPAC:T. C o n c e i ved ae a large box w i t h  i ns u l a t i o n  and structural 

r e i nforce PllS' n t s .  TRUPACT i s  st i l l  in the design development stalie. and 
wi l l  p r o b a b l y  not be aV8 i l ab l e  f" o r  seve r a l  years. 

The DEIS Rotates th8t o n l y  f'<IRC - or DOT-approved c o n ta i ne r s  1.Ii l l  be used 

f' o r  SIS s h i p me n t s .  thoulih t h e r e  J.S no reli u l a t o r y  o r  statutory 

requirement t o  do so. There have been p r o b l e ma  w i t h  DOE ' s  c o n t o i n e r  

cert i f i c a t i ons ( t he LLD- 1 . cert i f i e d  by DOE , h a s  been w i t hdrawn f r o m  
servi ce ) s o  at. the m o me n t  I be l i eve i t  i s  s o f e  t o  assuma thot t h e  b u l k  

of f u t u r e  shipments of both p l u t o n i um oxide a n d  me t l!lll w i l l  be i n  the 6 M  

(approved by DOT) and t h e  FL- 1 0  ( appr oved b y  NRC ) .  TRU uaetes lJto\!!Iy b e  

shipped i n  a n  NRC-approved c o nt a i ne r  s J. nce DOE ' s  c o n t ract with t h e  

packaae dee i a ne r  requi res that NRC approval be o b t a i n e d .  N o t e ,  h o we ve r .  

t h a t  DOE ' s  F e b r u a r y .  1988 " S I S  P r oduc t l. o n  P l a nt Technicl!ll l I nf o rJlt,lllt i o n  

Rep c. r t " does n o t  me n t i o n  such approval f o r  a TRU woste c o n t a i ne r .  

� iea and Carriera 
P l ut o n i um shipmente of the qusnt i t ies r e q u i r e d  f' o r  the S I S  wi l l  i nvolve 

c a r r i era q ual i f i ed t o  handle S t r s t e g i c  Spec i a l  Nuclear Materials (SSNM ) .  

I n  the pas t , seve r a l  p r i Vate t r uck i nli companies f u l f i l led t. h i s  need but 

the lack of a commarci81 spent nuclear fuel reproceeeina: i ndustry 

( b o n ned i n  1 9 78 )  caused the l OB S  of t h e  major market f' o r  such 

s p e c i 8 l ized t r uck i na .  DOE devel oped ao fleet of spec i a l  ve h i c l e s  t o  

ensure the C8pabi l i t y  t o  move i t s  o w n  ma t e r i a l s  and eventuol l y  q u a l i f i e d  
40 vehi c l e s . k n o w n  as S a f e  Secure T r a nsports (SST ) .  

T h e  D E I S  assumes use o f  t he SST f o r  a l l  shipments a n d ,  whi l e  t h i s  would 

s i a n i f ic a n t l y  reduce t he hazards and l. nc rease sec u r i t y. it i s  n o t  

mand8ted b y  a n y  s t a t u t e  a n d  ma y  n o t  be a rea l i s t i c  assump t i o n .  The o n l y  

rema i n i na c a r r i e r  q ua l l. fied ,<0 h a n d l e  SSNM announced i n  m i d - 1 986 that i t  

\J.6 S  leavinli th",t p8rt o f  t he bus i nsss. thereby i ncreaaina: c o mpe t i t i o n  

f o r  DOE ' s  f l eet . A f a i r  number of p l ut o n i u m  s h i p me n t s  e n t e r  the U . S .  

f r om f o r e i a n  coun t r i e e  a n d  w i  11  n o lol  require use of D O E ' s  S S T s .  so I d o  

n o t  be l i eve t h a t  of SSTs f o r  a l l  SIS-rel ated shipments i s  

guaranteed. Whi l e  use o f  a l t e r nat. i ve veh i c l es ui l l  s t i l l  require 

mai n t e nance of the �u r i t y  i nherent i n  hand l i ng SSNM, the added level 

of" accident res i s t ance that occurs w i t h  the SST �y ve I l  be 

occae i o n81 l y  absent i n  t he future . unless use of the SST i s  mtlde 

mandatory. 

Routi ng 
Qua n t i t i e s  of p l u t o n ium i nvo l ved l. n  S I S  opero t i ons are c o n s i dered 

"hi ghway route c o nt r o l l ed " ;  i e . •  t he y  fal l under DOT rules that mandate 

several spec i a l  req u i re PllS' nts . among them bei ng : 

_ avoidance of u r b a n  areas when ava i l a b l e  b ypase routes exi s t  

'I-

5 . 2 9 . 4 5  

5 . 2 9 . 4 2 

5 . 2 9 . 3 8 

5 . 2 9 . 1 1 0 



.l::> 
(J) 

5 . 2 9 . 1 0 3  

5 . 2 9 . 1 0 1  

5 . 2 9 . 7 4 

5 . 2 9 . 4 2 

- pref'erent i a l  use of' i nterstate hi ghways . wheneve r poss i bl e 

- f' i l i na o f  t he route wi t h DOT ( of'te r  shipment ) 
- analYBJ.s of' the route ' s  secu r i t y  
- driver t r a i ni ng i n  handl i na: raq.ioac t i ve  materials. 

I neti tuted in 1982 . those rules parallel NRC ' e requi rOlllB nte for 

shipments of' spent f'ual f'rom nucle.!!l r pO\.l9r plante. EnforcolIIB nt by DOT. 
howo ... er. hellS been I eee strict than that of' NRC. An exa.m.i nat i o n  of 
routes f' i led for h i g h wa y  route c o nt r o l l ed ehipmante i ndicl!IItso thl!llt aOIllB 
non-interet .!!lte highwaY'S h.!!lV9 been used iJhen i nterstate routes wore 8180 
aveoi l ab l e .  I ntereteote h i liil:hw8ye ( i ndiclIted by the latter " I "  precedi na 
the route numbe r )  .!!I re bui l t  t o  much higher and ae ne ral l y  unl:form rai ni lDUllll 
atand.!!lrde ltond have ei liil: ni:ficantly L O\.l9 r  tIoccident reotes. than most state 

and older feder&l r o&ds. 

The &tt&ched route maps ( f o l l owina the "Referencas" sect i o n )  show t he 
&ctu&l hiahway route used f'or p l ut o n ium s h i plIIB nts betwoen H&nf'ord and 
INEL. proJected r & i l  and hiahwa,y routes to WIPP (& po rt i on of the 
hiahway p&th i s  &n exi st i na route al re&dy used t o  ship t o  Los AJ. alDOs 
N&t i o n&l Labor&t o r y .  also i n  New Mexico ) &nd a presumed hiahway route 

f'rom INEL to Rocky FI&ts ( "presumed" bec&use DOE does not release 

spec i f' i c  routes used f'or claseif'ied shiPlIIB nts c&rryi na woopons-grada 

IIl8te r i & l s )  . 

Rout i na e.nd c o n t r o l  of' radioe.c t i ve  mate r i ll i s  shipments has been a bone 
of' content i o n  betl.lBen f'ederal and st&te bodies in t.he past. While the 
dust has not yet sett led o n  t h i s  c o nf' l i c t .  severe.l itePlS appe.n.r clear at 
this p o i nt : 

- DOT has exarcised i t s  &dmi n i s t r a t i ve  &utho r i t y  t o  rest ri ct o r  
overturn state Oo n d  l oc&l 1 & 1.IB  a ove r n i na nucleOor shipments .. 

there .!'!lire def' i n i t e roles . howeve r ,  f'or ste.tes in rout i na .  
i nspec t i o n ,  fees . emerKency prepeorednsss .!'!lind other forlDS of' 
reKulat o r y  ove rs i aht .  

- DOE has souKht t o  severel y I i m i  10 coveraae o f'  i t s  t r8nsport.!'!lit i o n  

activi t i es b y  &ny o t h e r  &aency. be i t  st&te o r  f'eder.!'!lil . 

Note the.t r 8 i l  rout i ng has received f'ar lsss attant ion thon h i ahway 

routing lind is not covered by the previously ment i oned 1982 rules. I n  
some cases. t h i s  has resu l t ed i n  use o f'  rai l l i nes passina throuah 
densely popule.ted e.re.!'!lis &nd involvi � poor qU8l i t y  t rack. 

DEIS UNDERESTIMATES FUTURE SHIPMENT RATES 

Post and Future Pluto niym Shipping Patteros 

While IIl8ny plutonium s h i pments in the U .  S. have i nvolved ve r y  smal l 

l&bor&tory quant i t i e s .  post surveY'S (stllrt i na in 1970) i ndIcate that 

&bout ten thouB&nd larae ( i . e  . •  severlll k i l oaram) plutonium p8Ckaaes 
have been t rOoneported. many of' them &cross the Northwestern states. 

Sever.el hundred of' them i nvolved l iq u i d  plutonium n i t rate (which is no 
l o naer shipped ) .  the others wore oxide powder and metal buttons. The 
p r i ma r y  cont.!'!lii ners i nvolved have been t.he 6M and the LLD- 1 .  \Jhi l e  the 

FL-l0 has come i nto areater use i n  the last decada. Almost al l TRU 
shipments have been i n  containers no l onaer cons i dered appropri8te for 

e f' f' i cient movement of' such ma t e r i 8 1 s  (most such shipments were f'rolD the 
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Rocky FI&ts plant to INEL , which has served as 8 tempor8ry TRU-lM!UJte 
s t o raae f'8� i l i t y  f'or many yeare ) .  

T o  underst8nd the comment.s t o  f' o l l ow ,  it i s  import8nt th8t t he j.n.raon of 

nl!�!9t1or shippinil: be more sharply def'i ned &10 t h i s  p o i n t : 
"container" or "cask" i s  one e nc l osure, usua l l y  8 c yl i nder 

- & s i na l e  "p&ckaae" i s  one cont8iner shi pped o nce 
- & s i na l e  "shipment " has of'ten c o nsisted of' dozens of' c o ntai ners .  

Thus . & s i nale shipment rep resent m o VIB  PIS nt of 40 
pack8aes. 

Theref'ore. ten thousand shipped packaaes may act ual l y represent o n l y  
sever80l hundred t r uckl oads of' p l utonium a n d  seve ral hundred re-uaable 

containers. DOE at one t i me  owned a l most a thousand contai ners qual ified. 
t o  hold ltlorae quant i t ies of' p l ut o n i um .  but; that i nVlBntory has dwindled 
consider8bl y as  cont8oi ners have been taken out of' service for v8orioua 

These numbers should be compa red to the p r oposed number of shiplIIBnte 

i ndicated b y  Carl Gertz of' DOE and the qU8ntities i ndicated In t he DEIS. 
I f' the S8me shippina patterns c o n t i nue ( i .  e . , the eftIDB number of 
packaaes per vehicle. s i mi l a r  s i zed vehicles. speed. turn-around t 1  __ • 
etc . ) the State o f'  Idaho should expect , o n  aVlBraae, 8 pl ut o ni um ship_nt 

( no t i nc l udi na TRU shi pments ) about every 10 daye. perh8ps once 8 waek. 

dependina o n  how f'ul l each vehi c l e  i s  packed \.lith cont a i ners .  This 

number covers shipments enter i n s:  ond leavina SIS. other states C80n 
exPQct 8 shipmant eve r y  tlJO to three ueek.s. s i nce none are subJect to 

both entering and le8lvi na shipmants. Based o n  my ana l ysi s of paat. 
plutoniuJQ shipp i na records, SIS \oIi l 1  i nc rease the present notional 
plutonium shippina rate b y  approxi mately 50" o r more. 

fyture TRU Wpste Shipments 

The TRU '-IaSte shipments are sl8ted. 8ccordina t o the DEIS, t o  be lIIoved 
by r8i l .  At the 8seumed rate o f'  aene r a t. i o n  (26 cubic IIIBters a ye.n.r ) .  

t h i s  wi l l  require 9 shipments a ye8 r .  The DEIS not es ,  howaVlBr. thot. 

INEL present l y  aenerates 2004 cubic meters of TRU 8nnual ly. 

necessitat i na lInother 77 shipmants a yellr . if' WIPP opens 800 e. TRU 
contai ner becomes avai lable. F i n8 1 1 y. the mass i ve  b8Ckloli of' INEL TRU 
waste ( 76 , 000 cubic meters ) would require, if' it wore to be a l l evi8t.ed 
over a decade-long s h i p p i na c8mp8o i a n .  an add i t i onal 293 rai l shlplIIBnte 

every ye8r. 

Taken tOKether. 8 TRU roil shipment c o u l d  be expected eVlBry day f'or 10 
years, fol l owed b y  one every 4 o r  5 days the rear t e r .  S u c h  a f'everish 
pace is unl i ke l y, however. so one would expec t perhape 2 or 3 shi plD9nta 
per wesk for the next. 30 to 40 yea r s .  The SIS f'aci l i t y  would therefore 
be respons i b l e  f'or onl y 8bout 6" of' the 8nnual TRU waste shipPlSnta 
dur-ina i t s  l i f'et i me .  assuminil: DOE ' s  p r oj ect i o ne o n  TRU aenerat i o n  8re 

c or rect . (Note that this percentage i s  101J only because the non-SIS TRU 
waste backloa is i mme nse . ) It 1J0uld be usof'ul to t rack such aenorat i o n  

s h o u l d  i t  occur. s i nce post p r o j e c t i o n s  o f'  nuclear uas t e  aeneration have 

been notor i ousl y i naccurate. At some cornmerc ial power plants, For 

examp l e .  actu&l 101J-I evel \oIaste generat i o n  has sometimes been as much 88 
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o t i rnEtB 1iii[l""oater theon projected in the plant '0 EIS. 

;hipmotB Que t o  Decommi ssi oning 

�he DEIS assumee that waste f r o m  deconun.issi ani ng ( i .  B . . dislDftntl i Nl the 
>.tant when obsolete) wi l l  yield o n l  y 2400 cubic metera o� TRU waste. 
=eauming thl!lot t h i s  is <!!Il e a  sent t o  WIPP (over eo period of 5 years) i t  
JQuid generate obout 19 shipments a year. o r  twice !Jhat i s  t o  be 
,uc:pected during the SIS ' s  operat i o nal years. There is almost 
experience in deCQrMlUes i o n i na p l u t o nium proceeeina pleonte B O ,  l i k.e t h,e 
TRU waste shipmente, DOE ' s  proJec t i o n  on decommiss i o n i ng \oJ88t9 1 e ,  at 
t h i s  t i lllS . oleo aoroe!Jheot specu l at i ve .  The DE IS should conteoin S olllB 
i n d i c 8 t i o n  of the amount of \Joftste removed f" r o m  the fa"" s i tes that have 
been disJDelntled in the recent past (e. a . . Peo""l i n a .  Ne"" York and 
Ches""i c k ,  Pennsylvania) to g i ve  a perspec t i ve  on its estilDftte. 

�nts DYb t o  Accident Clegnyp 

One i tem lIIissina from the DEIS is el n y  c o n s i d e r el t i o n  of the i mpac t  on 
t rtll nsport tllt i o n  of the ""aete f r o m  possible S I S  accident.s. It 1 s  
i ns t r uc t i ve  t o  note that t "" o  past accidents ( b o t h  f i res ) a t  RocK.y Flat. 
tII nd an experimental ftllc i l i t y  in Powl i n a .  New YorK. both Yielded l ar-ae 
Quan t i t ies of contaminated t rash. much of it in forme (e. g . . \oMItted 
furnishi ngs ) not eas i l y  ptllcK.811ed. Processina s uch \oJ88te cretllt.ed e va n  
m o r e  was t e .  S i m i l a r l y .  t h e  accident tilt . Three Mi l e  I s l a nd  has yielded 
much more \oI8ste than envisioned in Pelst EISs . I t  would be usef'"ul t o  
assess ths d i f f i cu l t y  1 n  cleani ng u p  a lara-e p l u t o n i UJII accident f" r o m  
b o t h  an economic a n d  eo transpo r t el t i o n  perspec t i ve .  For e xa mp l e ,  would 
a maJor accident require cOlDllWl ndee r i na; ra i l  l i nes in order to exped i t e  
removtll l of naeeive quant i t ies o f  c o nteomineonts t o  p u t  the pl ant quickl Y 
back i n t o  oper tllt i o n ?  DOE ' s  press stateroents o n  the ilDPortance of S I S  
f o r  nati oneol secu r i t y  cert e. i n l y  lead o n e  t o  assume t h a t.  not.hing "" a u l d  be 
e. l l oloJOd to delay i t s  restart after an accide n t .  

ShiPments Dye t o " Other Stockp i l est1 

If one assumee SIS would handle o n l y  the exi st i na 12 mo t r i c  t o n s  of 
p L utonium e.t the rates i ndicated i n  the D E I S .  it seems saf'e t o  seoy that 
the e n t i r e  venture ,,",auld be over in a decade. Not e ,  hOYBver, a stateDlBnt 
(3/30/87) by f o r mEt r  SIS P r o j e c t  Meonager Carl Gertz that loIhen present 

s t ockpilss of fuel arade p l u t o n i u m  heove been p r ocessed . driver f'"uel f r O ID  
a n e ""  produc t i o n  reac t o r  " 6 n d  o t h e r  s t ockp i l es of f u e l  greode p l ut o o l UJII 
that becomo avai l a b l s  b y  the year 2000 " wi l l  be fed i nt o  SIS. D r i ve r  
fuel resides i n  a produc t i o n  reac t o r  f o r  eo s h o r t  p e r i od.  of t i me  aod 
therefore would not be expected to c o n t a i n  hi g h  concentrations o f  the 
bet tll- and aallUlloO-emi t t i ng p l u t o n i U m  isot opes . but loIhat eobout thoBe " o t h e r  
stockp i l e s " ?  Depend i ng upon the s o u r c e  of s p e n t  fue l . p l u t o n i um 
refi ned from it ma y  h-';ll ve s i g n i f i c a nt l y  higher levels of radiat i o n  than 
the fuel -arade p l utoniUm present l y  elated t o  come f r o m  Hanrord. A 
d i f ferent t ype o f  container ""auld l i ke l y  be necessar y ,  due to t he need 
for radiation s h i e l d i n g .  The added loJOight of such casks ""ould reduce 
the number th6t could be shi pped on one t ruck eond the SST miaht no 
l o nger be app ropriate : it can present l y  handle a C8rgo of about 10 t o n s  
b u t  shie lded c o n t 6 i ners a r e  e i t he r  much l a r ae r .  or c o n t a i n  o n l y  perhaps 
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a t ld n t h  as much p l u t o n i u m  ( o r  bot h )  when compared to t he 6M. One could 
theref"ore expect a great 1 y i nc reased number o f  more hazardoUB shipllll8 nta 
i f  l£los desi rable fuel stockpi les become elvai leoble for SIS p r ocessi na. 
This pose i b i l i t y  should also be addressed i n  the DEIS. 

Shipments Due t o  a "Cl ean-Up" Program 

Another itsm not d i scussed in the DEIS is the imPact of'" til " c l eeon-up" 
proaram t o  reduce the concent rat i o n  o f  beta- and g8J1l1B1!t,-eaitters i n  t he  
p I  u t o n i u m  c o n t a i  n e d  i n  e X l. s t  i n g  n u c  lear warheads . S u c h  eo n  e f'" f o r t  would 
e n t a i l  re moval of the metal 1 i c  p l u t o n i u m  from bombs ( p robeobly tilt t he  
Rocky F 1 8ts plant ) a n d  shipment o f  t h e  ma t e r i a l  t o  INEL. Wh i l e  60me D O E  
o f f i c i a l s  h a ve  d e n .l e d  th8t t h e  S I S  fac i l i t y  w o u l d  be i nvolved i n  t h i s  
ac t i v i t y ,  such a venture w o u l d  b e  possible us i na 18ser isotope 
separat i o n .  S i  nce there are 1 i t e r a l l y thouseonds of wa r heads contai oi na 
p l u t o n i UM contaminated by undesi rable isotopes. a "clean-up" program 
could add hundreds of shipments to those al reeody proJected. all of'" them. 
i nvolving the more c r i t i cal i t y- p r o ne form o f  p l u t o n i UIII. All such 
shipments .... ould be c l as s i f i e d .  so there .... ould be no eldvance n o t i f i c eot i o n  
o f  emEtrjji[ency preparedness peroonnel o r  state p o l i c e ,  f u r t he r  elddina t o  
the potential hazard. 

DElS UNDERESTI MATES AND OBSCURES SHIPMENT RISKS 

Risk. Aeeessmoot Methodoloa:y 

5 . 2 9 . 3 4 

The eoccident s8fety record w i t h  p l u t o nium ship_nts sho\oMl no deaths due 
to radieot i o n  contamina t i o n .  but t h i s  is part i el i l y  due to the lack of" any 
se r i ous shippi ng accidents. The o n l y  seri oUS accident knololll t o  thIs 5 2 9  2 8  u- r i t e r  occurred i n  December 1980 when a p l u t o n i l.lllt""" bea r i na SST sK.idded • • 
o n  ice and f l i pped ""hi I e  t r ave l i na Rt . 1 -25 i n  southern 
C o l o rado. No l eakage occurred: l i t t l e s t ress p l tllced the 
c o n t 8 i ners i n  t he t ruck, and there was no f i re .  Thers i s ,  therefore, no 
seri oue accident h i s t o r y  t o  anal yze because there have been r e l eo t i ve l y  
f e w  s h i p me n t s .  Al l risk assessment must thus be theoret ical , based on 
general t r uck. accident rates. 

But ho"" is risk queont i f i ed? The general l y  accepted equa t i o n  i nvolveB 
mul t i p l yinjji[ p r obeob i l i t ieo t i mEts c o nsequences to at t eo i n  a c OlIIPa r eo t i va  

��:�n:o r  vel:!�:t�c t i���i e:�O::b�� i t:o
r :�Y

i ::a ' ����!na :cc!::�:r �: 5 . 29 . 1 8  
p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  the number of ve h i c l e  mi le6 d r i ve n ,  so the previously 
proJ ected 50" i nc re8se in p l u t o n i um shipments due t o  S I S  will yield 
about a 50X i nc rease in vehicle mi l e s  and, thus, in r i sK. .  The percent 
i ncrease is approxi mate si nce DOE does not release dateo i t s 
c l as s i f ied shipments of weapons-grade mater i a l s .  Note .. hOWBver, that 
this i nc rease in the national s h i pp i ng rate wi l l  be c o ncentrated in the 
Id8ho reaion. not sp read across the c o u n t r y .  The DEIS should define the 
i nc reased risk. that ""i l l  occur eol o n g  the spec i f i c  shipp i na c o r r i dors and 
not t r y  to d i l ute the danaer among all routes used t o  ship p l u t o n i UJll i n  
the U n i t e d  States. 

The usual method f o r  assess i ng t ransportat i o n  r i s k  is to determine the 
probab i l i t ies of accidents of va r y i ng seve r i t y  ( i n  accidents per mi l l i o n  
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veh i c l e  mi les ) and mUl t i p l y  them b y  the conseque nces of! each Accident. 
The total riSK i s  then the sum of these mul t i ples . The F i n8 1  nuJDbeI'" 
a l l ows comparison between ac t i v i t ies with hiah probab i l i ties 000 low 
consequences (having a t l. re g o  F l a C; ) and act i o ns IJith low probabi l i ites 
and h i Jiilh conseque nces ( h i t t i ng a stone wa l l  at 80 miles an hour ) .  

The DEIS anal yzes various t ransPortat i o n  scenarios and co rrect l y  Fi nds 
that m i n o r  ac c i dents . uhi le common, l ack. the seve r i t y  to couse 
p l ut o n i u m  contai ner to leak.. S i rni l a r l y , it examines extrBJQ91y saVOrs 
accidents that 80re very rare and Fi nds that they could le8d to a 
p l ut o nium release. S i nce the populat i o n  slana most of' the routes i s  
T.!!oi r- l y  sparee, h o we ve r .  the l i kel i hood for any pub l i c  contami na t i o n  i s  
q u i t e  smal l .  T h i s  w;eneral r i nd i ng i s  n o t  i n  dispute. There .!!ore, 
hOWBvo r ,  at least two items m l BB l. na; from the analysis: proper 
account i ng f o r  human e r r o r  and Borne measure of envi ronmental daJlla&8 
other than he801 th effects. 

Human Error Effects Nea:lected 

Hun:t.eln e r r o r  i s ,  to 80 dearee , handled b y  use of' r e o l i s t i c  .occident r.otes , 
but such data; o n l y reFlecte e r r o r  by the d r i ve r  .!!ond pe rhaps the vehicle 
JQ80inte nance crew. I t  is also essent i a l  t o  Fltctor in the possibi l i t y  of' 
error i n  paCK80ii:e des i ii: n ,  manufac ture , n:t.eIi ntenltnce and handlina. One 
study (perFo rUlBd under DOE cont ract b y  Batte l l e  Northwest Laboratories 
at Richl80nd. Washinaton) did ex.omi ne waya in which the containers c o u l d  
b e  comp rom.J.sed b y  mai nten80nce and handl i ng B y  surveyina 
receivers of plutonium packages For problems. BNWI..-1846 ( Ap r i l .  1875) 
was tIIb l e  t o  combine the eFFects of such errors with other events ( e .  a. , 
hetlld on c o l l i s i o n  of two vehicles F o l l owed b y  til F i re )  to 8888S& the �YB 
in yhich some t YPes of human error could corop l i ctllte tII n accident. 

There is no i ndicat i o n  that the DE IS eimi l tllr l y examined hwaraon e r r o r .  
There is thus SOIFle ques t i o n  about its qutllnt i f ic80t i o n  of r i s k .  I n  real 
l i f e .  we hltve seen how hUJQ80n errors at Three Mi l e  I s l tllnd and Chornobyl 
liil retllt l y  i ncre88ed the chances of a seri ous acc ident, pe rhaps b y  til f ac t o r  
of 10, 000 t o  100, 000. so Failure t o  address i t  could be til serioue f l aw. 
Wh i l e  BNWL-1846 was F l awed i n  i t s data col lect i o n  tIInd completeness, I t  
was a t  least a st .!!o rt i n1iil: poi n t that should b e  pursued i n  the DEIS. I 
yi 1 1  d i scuss speciFics in a rnol'b8nt. 

Meosyri ng Envi r OOJl)@otol pomoge 
The absence of .ony other measure of envi rOfUQ8ntal consequence beyond. 
heltlth eFFects s e r i oue l y  obscures t he potential danaer of' 8 p l u t o n i u.  
s p i l l .  espec i a l y  i n  an urb80n a r e a  ( me. n y  of which are n e a r  t h e  l i ke l y  
routes i nvolved ) .  I n c a n t  rast , an anal yais o f  nucle8r t ransportation 
performed b y  a DOE l.ob For the NRC in 1980 ( NUREG/CR-0743 ) dealOostrated 
how a plutoniUM accident t htllt caused few radioloaical deaths and hetillth 
eFFects could lead to b i l l i ons of d o l l ars in decontami nat i o n  costs, 
larae evacuot i o ne ,  social disrupt i o n  and poss i b l e  l a nd 8band.orumnt 1 n  a 
c i t y  due to the d i F F i c u l t y  and oxpenBe of euch a c l eanup. S i mi l a r l y. 
some 80ctual t oxic s p i l l s  have not caused any loes of l i Fe but d i d  lead 
t o  very cost l y  c l eanup o r  abandonment of land and water suppliss to 
8ovoid any he801th efFects. The chaos and conFusion i nvolved in a toxic 
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rel ease 8ccoD'lpanyi ng an accident can lead to precaut ionary (but poss i b l y  

unneCeS88ry) eV8cuat i o n & .  panic a n d  i njury, none o� \.thich arB &ddre8.liMld. 

in the DElS r i sk 6no l )'9 i B _  

F i na l l y ,  t h e  feeor and et ia:1DtI assoc i a t ed w i t h  <'!n accident . e va n  one not 
caus i na i�diate deat hs . can lead to permanent property devaluat ion. 
1 068 of' t ouriam and economic fai l ur e .  It took several yel!H°.e. for 
eX8rapl o .  for the Phi ladelphia hotel that hosted t he f i rst outbreak. of 

Leaionnai re ' s  disease to recover from that i ncident. Deepite the 
resolut i o n  of the problem, the hotel '-laS unable t o  attract cuato .. r-s and 
went bank.rupt , bei na sold at a frac t i on of ita value to speculatora. 

S i mi l a r 1  Y. COlIIPenaat i o n  for social and conuaarcial disrupt i o n  of a st8ta 
capital llW!Ioy be difficult to e i t he r  quantify o r  �naae. In any ceose. 
some attempt to assese t he potent i81 deomaa:e due to conta.aaination would 
make the t ransportat ion hazards more read i l y  understood. eepec i81 1 y  to 
the 10C81 aovernmonts that h8""9 t o  h8ndle much of the elO9raency 
preparedness expense. 

DEIS AVO IDS DISCUSSING PAST CONTAINER PROBLEns 

Previoys Contoioer Syryew 

Two p r i or surveyu of plutonium cont a i ners found that most of' them were 

properl y h8ndled and sealed. BNWL-2288 (\.thich updetes tho contai ner 

survey in BHWL-1846 > .  demonst rates, however. that there i s  a areat de81 
of room for human i nvolveDlBnt (and. thus, hu.man e r ror > due to p resent 

container designe. For examp l e .  s i mple procedurel chenaes between t he  
two surveyu appeared t o  13 1  i m i  nate problelll9 with bol ts. m.iaslna aaak.eta 
and loose or Pliosi na vunt CoOps. But other problerDB c ropped up evan af'ter 
better packaae hand l i na efforts were empl oyud: talDPQr seals were found 
broken, " 0 "  r i nas missina. and a larae number (61 ) cases of contaai nated. 
i nner ""9ssels were noted, 

This survey depended upon packaa ina receivurs not i na down the problelO9. 

and t8ci t l y  assumed th8t al l such probleroo I.I9re ceuaht the f i rst t i DIB  

t h e y  occurred. In cases of other t ypes of r8dioact ive ahipJll8nts. t h i s  
6Hsumpt i o n  has p r o ve n  t o  b e  erroneous. I n  8 study done i n  1986 f o r  the 

Nebraska Ener"y Office. this author determi ned th8t 8 simi18r sur.....oy of' 
receivers or spent fuel contai ners f8i led to f i nd  nUlO9roua defects I n  

maintenance 8nd manur8cturi na unt i l  t he cont8inars h8d been used i n  _ny 
hundreds of shiproents. The import ance of t h i s  fact l iea in the 

roethodoloaY used to factor i n  hUJDl!lln errors in past r i sk. an81yues. By 
assumina t hat a cont8iner defect i s  caU2ht as soon as i t  i s  found. 

instead of after be i na present in 100 shiproents. the effect of thIs 
error i s  nealected by a factor of 100. I n the case of spent fuel 

shiPlO9nts, some of the errors could havu had ser i oue c o nsequencee: the 

cont8iners were perl'fto8ne n t l y  removed from service. No such risk 8nalyaie 

hoe ever been performed. t o  this w r i ter ' s  knowledae. to determine the 

i lllPact of this "eneric analytic81 defici ency. 

In reaard to plutoniulD containers. t here have been et least two se r i ous 

cases of container deficiencies wi t h  potential saf'ety implic8t l o n.e ,  both 

occu r r i na 8fter the last plutonium packaae sur""9Y. so neither h&& been 

eV8luated for i t s  saf'ety i mpl icat i ons . A proper DEIS should &ddreea 

1 0  

these problema and any others available i n  the l i terature o r  wi t h  

potenti81 for occurrence. 

The f i rs t  Near Miss: The FL 10 I nc i dent 
The fi rst case occurred in late 1979 and i nvolV8d t he FL- I O .  am NRc-

certi fied container. Th�s contai ner consists of an i nner welded. 
cyli nder that holds cans of' p l u t o n i um ( s i mi lar to smol l pei nt. cana l  and 
8n outer c yl i ndrical chalftber that is pressurized p r i o r  to transport. 

T h i s  c yl i nder-i n-a-cyl i nder assembl y  i s  in turn contai ned i n  a steel 

druID. l i ned wi t h  a hard. f i re-resistant foam (see sketch 1 ) .  Unknown t o  

the p8ckers of the cont a i ner a t  the West i nahouee Plutonium Fuel 

Development L8borat ory (PFDL ) near P i t. t eburah. t he i nner cyl i nder had 
cracked o l o na: a deFec t i ve  1.I91d some t i me  durina the c o nt 8 i ne r ' s  l i fet i lDl9 .  

When t h e  outer cyl i nder w as  pressuri zed w i t h  hel ium (8 st8ndard teat 
procedure ) .  the liil:lII.S f orced its \oIfty t h r ough the crack. i n t o  t ho i nDlir 
cyl i nder and aradua l l y  pressurized ( over seV8ral daya ) t he cans of' 
plutonium (which are quite of'ten not a i r t iaht > ,  as well && S8""9ral empty 
sp8cer cans used to f i l l  the i nner c y l i nder. 

As the cont8iner was be i na opuned at. the Savannah Ri .....or P18nt . t he  l id 

blew off . the pressuri zed cons popped out . i n  most cases swo l l e n .!!lind 

doforlO9d due to the sudden p ressurizat i o n ,  and plutonium. oxide power 
puffsd out. Out of the ten cans in the FL- l 0 .  se.....on were swo l l e n .  ona 

w.aa c rushed (fortunately an empty c a n )  and one f u l l  can was brel!llChed. 

F i ve workerB contami nated before they evacutt.ted the l a b .  but 

received more than an "acceptab l e "  dose of plutonium. accordina to DOE. 

Dur inliil: the subsequent ex.ominat.ion of the lea.k. i na can. hUlDo!!ln error caused 
addi t i onal probleroe. Wh i l e  t.he l. n i t i a l  exatDlnat i o n  i ndic8ted th8t the 
can had not lea.k.ed. i t  was later found that the t rai ned technici8n hGd. 
been studiously exami ning t he bott.om of 8n upside down C8n. 
proclaimina it to be i ntdct . Further exami na t i o n  found th8t t he l i d  was 
l oose and p l utonl.ulII oxide power was esc ap i na:. The e:x.act illlPact of t h i s  

defect during: a t ransportat i on accident was n o t  deter.i oed, but NRC felt 
it to be serious enouah t o  suepend a l l  plutonium. shi plD.9nts under ita 

control for two m o n t hs  while the detai l s  were sorted out . DOE issued a 
me mo stotina th8t " i t  is poss ible that. such a burst dur i na:  t r 8nsport 
miaht remove one or two barriera cont.a i n i na: t he fuel " ( i . e . tho 
plutonium. oxide power ) .  In the F L - 1 0 .  there are rea l l y  o n l y  throe 

containlO9ot barriers. 

DOF. · s admi n i a t  rat i ve response several months later is also noteworthy. 

I n an eiaht-p8ile legal memorandum, DOE Pl6de 8 poi nt to DOT on t h i s  
i nc i dent reaardina DOE ' s  i ndependence f r o m  NRC ' s  act ions; D O E  felt i t  

did n o t  have t o  comply wi t h  NRC ' s  suspension o f  shiplO9nts. C i t i na: its 

"vital proarame associated with l.I9apons work. research and de""91 0p_nt. 

activitiee and capeules for medical applicat i o n , " DOE comp 1 8 i J-t  that 
" t here would have been a two month i nterrupt i o n  of DOE contractor 

s h i pments of p l u t o n i um oxide i f  DOE \oJ8.9 not exaJIIPt .  Ooe wonders how 

DOE !"!ould deal w i t h  a simi l a r  problem dur i na: the S I S  s h i Plll9nta. 

The Second Neor Miss; Lk�l and C r i t i cality 
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The second flInd seri ous of the two cases of sai"ety-relatad. 
contL.iner def iciencies relates to the LLD-i container. cert lf"ied by DOE 
several t i mes durina the contaiuer ' s  18 year lifetilllB. The LLD-1 
consists of an inner cyl i nder <called a 2R) held in a f ramework of" tubes 
i ns ide a steel box (see sketch 2 ) .  It gai ned not oriety in 1975 \oIh&n it. 
l.Ias used to f l y  p l ut o nium oxide i nto New York City f"rom Europe, en route 
to the Westinghouse lab near Pittsburgh. City orf'icials eventuai l y  
banned such shipments (l.Ihich !JI9 r e  beina: taken across the center or 
Manhattan ) ,  and Co ngress htlll t ed air shiplD9nts of p l utonium until :a 
container could be designed that , unl i k.e the LLD- 1 .  could withstand IS 
plane crllsh. This I.Iritsr IJ6S c l osel y  i nvolved in uncoverina tho •• 
shiPlDftnts CIInd recClll l s  nUlllll9roua pro nouncemente f"rom f"ederCIIl of"f"1ciol& 
stCllt i na: that the contai ners could handle nny punishment reaul t i na f"rolll 0 
t ruck accident . Furthermore , they I.I9re i nsistent that under no 
cjrcYlDBtancee could a nuc letllr reac t i o n  happen dur i na any &Ccident. 
Even I believed them. 

They !JI9re wrona:. I n  tests done in late 1978, the support et ruc'ture 
holdina: the i nner c yl i nder col 1 apse-d , a l l owina it to land on the bott.o. 
of its box- l i ke outer conto!lli ne r .  The support st ructure nnd box are 
des ijined to lIW!IIi ntni n a safe distance betwaen i nl\8r c yl i nders in adJacent 
LLD-1 containers. Di rect contact aMana severe.l i nner cyl i nders couid. 
in the opinion of the NRC , have led to an accidental c r i t icol i'ty. This 
would result in o.n extremely ro.pid heat-up of the p l utonit.DJ and any a i r  
or jias i n  t h e  cans holdi nz t h e  powder or mato.l . The cans t.,IIould explode, 
the i nner cylindera l.Iould burst 
f l ash, lethal t o  bystanders not 
c r i t ical i t ies have occurred e.t 
and even deat h. 

and the plutoniUJD. would escape in a blue 
ohielded b y  bui ldinaa. Such accid&nt.al 

DOE fac i l i ties and have led to i nJury 

This container dea i a: n  error l.Ias determi ned not by DOE but by NRC in 
1980, when NRC rout i ne l y  asked to co-certify the LLD-l so it.s 
l icensees could also use it. NRC dec l i ned to do eo, based on the 
cri t ical i t y problem and several other deaia:n def ic ienciea. Had thia 
request not been made , the LLD-l would l i kely sti l l  be on t.he road. 
toda,y. 

DOE eventUClll l y  ( i n  November. 1982 ) issued a melRO c i t i na: the c r i t ical i 't y  
problem and cal l ed on its labs to beg i n  phasina out the LLD- 1 .  Once 
aaai n. hO!Jl9ver, human error arose DOE headquartera inM'IoI'IIiiIIrtently 
f'ailed to not i f y  Q.l.l. of i ts divisions t o  cease use of" LLD- 1 .  This 
I.Iriter veri fied at leaet 9 shipments, conti nuina for 19 lIIonths nf"ter 'the 
container ' s  termina,t i o n ,  i nvolvina 1 70  p&ekaaes. DOE headquarterll 
i ndicated that the LLD-1 IJ6S f i n8 1 1 y  f u l l y  recn lled (at least 150 copies 
!JI9re in ci rculat i o n )  by mid-1986 wi t h  the issuance of' a new cataloa of' 
approved contai ners I.Ihich did � i nc l ude ths LLD-l. This wi t hdrowal 
of' DOE ' s  ol.ln plutonium containers is the reason only NRC-
DOT-certi f"ied conta,iners ha,ve been considered in the DEIS. 

The LLD-1 is also not an isol ated example of a f l awed desiKn. N...-aroua 
other DOE-cert i f ied containers (most l y  for shippina: spent f'uel ) have, i n  

5 . 2 9 . 4 4 

5 . 2 9 . 4 4 

the last tl.lO �ars , been p�lled out
.

of service af'tor many years of' ua8 5 . 2 9 . 4 2 (fortunatsly Wl. t hout a serl.oue accl.dent to place them under streae) 
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because of' def i c iencies in des i a n .  Hund reds of' ship-.nents occurred \lith 
t hese vuln8rable c o nt a i ners (many of them t h r ouah urbftn areGS ) .  but no 
risk analysis 1oN"II8 performad t o  assess the hidden hazl!ll rda they 
c.!!Iorried ",1 th them on our roads . 

The Stl: Neor Miss in the Maki oa:? 

The LLD-1 problem .aises Quest iona about the thi rd m,aJ o r  \.K)rkhora& f'or 
p l u t o n i um  shipments. t he 6M cont l!ll i ne r ,  certif'ied b y  DOT. The DEIS 5 2 9 . 4 f1 
discusses a crush envir onment in extremely savors accidents (cateaory 

• 
VII or VI I I )  lind states thll� "crush Porcea a n  pack.aa;ea in t he  i..-diate 
vi c i n i t y  of the impact p a i nt could exceed the 611 thresho l d . " Howhere 
does the DEIS i ndicate the impact on c r i t i c a l i t y  if' the i nner cyl i nders 
(the salDO 2R as in the LLD- l )  of' sever.!!lol 611 containers were preaaad 

!;::�� .. rTh�: �!�:� i�r�:��!�r .. ::� � l:":�lC::;l O:::e::�:l��ua::: 5 . 29 . 54 
in the DEIS. could represent a serIous error by the DEIS author.. Thare 
is also a discrepancy bet ... e n  the DEIS and a p r i o r  6M analyaia: tha 
DEIS claiJD8 a f ll l i u r e  threshold of' 70 . 000 pounda. but BNWL-1846 
(produced by Bat t e l l e  Pac i f' i c  Nort hWBst Labs at Ri chland. Waah l na t o n  

u nd e r  D O E  contr5Ct I n  1 9 7 5 )  ut i l i zes a val ue  o f  onl y 54 . 000 pounda. 23. 
lower than the DEIS value. This dlf'ference could a.ff'ect the 
af'oreJll8 nt i oned cruah/c r i t ical l t y  problem and should be resolved In tha 
f i rwsl DEIS. 

The 6M container IDOY have ather problan., aa wel l .  I t  YI!t.8 deaillDed 
under t he  aaa- loose direction as the LLD-l and WIUI nev.r revie ... d by 
NRC. ( A  much dif'f'erent varsion of' the 6M haa been a»proved by NRC. but 
it is authorized. to hold onl y a slD!lll f'ract l o n  of' the plutonltm nor-..al l y  5 . 2 9 . 4 2 
moved in DOT '8 611. ) And DOE, In a 1979 memo, etftted. that "there hav. 
been 80J118 problema in the past [ w i t h  th8 611) r •• u l t i ns In bulains or 
product cans i ns ide tha 2R pipe. " Shodes of' the previ oualy ID8nt i oned 
FL-10 problem, perhftPs? DOE recolDIII&nded thftt "contr5Ctora taka epaclal 

in prepftrins p l ut o n i um oxida f'or ship_nta in the 6M packaa:1 na . " 

DEIS FAILS TO ADDRESS DOE ' s  CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING SHIPPlttO REGUl..AT IOJlS. 

IillLS�TQle of TRUrfJCT-1 

The last contaIner needed. to handle SIS ' s  l..-d.late needs 1. a TRU �t. 
packaas. DOE had i n i t i .!!ll l y  opent ne.!!lr l y  ft $100 zi l l i on on i t .  
deve!opmant of a TRUPAC'T d e o i a n  that required ve nt i ns of' llaaae lIe nerated. 
by r.!!ldiol yt ic decomposItion of plutoni um-contaminated. waate.. DeV'&lopeci 
out of DOE ' s  Albuquerque off'ice, this dea i a n  did not COlIIPl y  wi th DOT 
rules on container !eakas:e. BO DOE souaht a specla! \oII!!Ii ve r  f r olll DOT. 
He", Mexico of'f'lcials and. environmentolists c reated such an uproar that 
DOE denied the request and TRUPAC'T-l died a quiet death. DOE hae now 
contracted "'ith a p r i vate f i rM t o  develop a new TRUPAC'T das i a n  that wi l l  
adhere t o  DOT rules and be certified b y  NRC. Hate. h o  ... ve r ,  that t h i s  
req u i r eJll8 nt is s t r i ct l y  voluntllry on DOE ' a  p a r t  a n d  c o u l d  be l i fted at. 
any t i me .  

It i s  0100 noteworthy h o w  this case revealed conf"l icts betwee n D O E  ' a  

f' i e l d  off' i c e s  and i t a  central headquarters. Such I nt e r rws l  divisions are 

1 5  
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re.rely seen and could af"f"ect the sarety of" SIS' operat. i o ns .  both at t.ha 
plant and durin� t rans i t . In 1985. DOE began reorKa ni z i na ita containar 
cert i f" i cat i o n  s ys tem (previous l y  lert up t o  i ndividual �leld of"�lc .. ) 
due t o  problema wi t h  desians of' paet containers (such as the LLD- l ) .  I 
W88 I nf"orJDed by one DOE o f' f' i c i a l  that. TRUPACT wall ba i na puahad BO hard 
b y  the Albuquerque o�f'ice that DOE ' s  own ne� centra! certi�lcatlon 
o�f'lce was bypassed and the application t o  DOT f'or the epaciai waiv.r 
was done wi t hout approval of' DOE ' s  technical staPf'. Such action ra1 ... 
quest i ona about DOE ' s  abi l i t y  to �uarantee cont r o l  ovar containe� 
should i t  later decide t o  co-cert i f' y  any SIS-relat ed  packaae de_iana � 
8void t roublesolnB " i nterrupt i o ns "  b y  NRC relilulat o r y  I'IC t i o na .  The onl y 
way �c avoid such problema is to mandate NRC-certi�ied containers b� law 
(sa has bael) done in recent amandemants to the Nuci.ar Westa Po l ic y  Act 

�or epent �uel shipmants) o r  else t o  e l i mi nate DOE ' s  certi�lcation pOw. r  
al together. 

Shipment Secyrity 

One other disturb i ng area that receives minor attent I o n in t he  OEIS i. 
the safeauard i na o� shipmants. Whi l e  us. o�' the SST a nd  its aacurity 
systems i .  arati� Yi na .  it i s  not mandatory. DOE . i 8  only raquir� (under 
DOT rule.) t o  match NRC ruies were they to be appiied t o  the sa.. 
shiPDlBnt. In p ... actice. howeve ... . DOE 'has S OllMJt. i DIB8 ctwU'ad. at this 
requi rement. When planni na the shIpments o� damaaed �uai �ro. Thre. 
MI l e  Island to I NEL. �or examp l e .  it �e l t  t"hat G security plan �or 
highway shipments would 8uP�ice �or the slower and mora vul narable TMI 
� ship.anta. Local o�� i c i a l B  a l o nK tha rai l route w.r. di.tur� 
b y  th 1 s .  howeve ... . s i nce DOE . uni i ke NRC. does not require ar..ct ausrda 
on the shipments when they pass t h r ouah c i t i es .  DOT he. not aouaht t o  
e n � o  ... ce its rules requi r i na equivalency b e t  weal, N R C  and D O E  .acurity 
p l ans and would not be expected t o  do so in the caae o� SIS ehip .. nta. 
unlese presaed villorous l y  b y  local and state act ... Oh. 
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exPected short l y. Such act i ona ma y  be wit hdrawn at any t i me .  how.ver. 
with no leaal recourse. Perhaps the best summar y  o� �OE ' s  atti�ude 
toward t l ahter sa�eliluarda ruies was stated i n  a 1980 _.a b y  ita 
Assla �ant Secratary �or the Envi ronment . Ruth Clueen. whe n  ahe wrote, 

"DOE has also exPe ... ienced dl��lculties with so_ NRC -.ai'.
liIuarde requ i rements which require p r i o r  state and i oc � i t �  
route noti�icati ons �rom spent �uel s h i pmenta. This couid 
se r i o us l y  i mpede aome DOE shipments and at t he  aama t i  .. 
i ncrease attent i o n t o  such s h i pments and provide .ora 
opport un i t y  �or i ntervenor act i ons which could be c o ntrary 
t o  the nat i o n.!!! l i nterest . " 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR HAZARD MITIGATION 

There a ... e several wa ys  t o  reduce (but not e l i mi nate ) t he  haza ... da o� 
SIS-re iat8d s h i p me n t s .  Wh i l e  I would not expect a l l  o� them to be 
de l i neated i n  the D E I S .  soma o� them deserve attent i o n i n  that docu .. nt. 

1 7  
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1 .  �NRC shoyld hove full aytho r i t v  oyer poe t roDBDQrt of nyc leAr 
mot@riAls 

Al l contai ners . routes ond sofesuocds procedures should follow NRC 

rules. DOE should be t reated os Any other l i censee. This action would 
e l i mi nate mBny ques t i ons cesQcdi ns container q ua l l f i c o t i o na .  rout_ 

eaPety ond secur i t y  while oere c i na the NRC C&8U!otoCY raview fram.work 
for cooperat i on ond i nvolvement b y  I nterested portie.. NRC i a  not 

perfect . but it has shown scaoter attent i o n  t o  aat a i �  than DOE a nd  
s caater wl 1 1 1 nsoe.. t o  work with non- fede ral official.. SIS ahould � 
i napacted by NRC aa t houah it were Q p r i vate party i n  order to suarant .. 
t hat ma i ntenance ond qual i t y  assurance p r oarasa ara adequate. 

2 .  Fyl l-@gole cootoinara phoyl d be subjected t o  full acol. load. while 
cOntoining mgteriol. cloB@ly aimy10t ips plytgniym 
Oe.ian errore connot be o l i owed t o  sl i p  b y .  via computer ai.ulotiona or 
dee isner .i.coicul ot i o n .  0 1 1  contai ners should be riaorou.ly t .. ted 

under reoi world. not IGboratory. c o ndi t i o n. .  

3. Th@ gO' •• t shipping corr idgre shgyld b @  d@QiMooted mode public. and 
tben enforced by @tote P91 ica ioap.stiona 
Dot i. too iax Gn en¥orcer t o  be G i l owad tbs ·o n i y  resuiatory oYeraiaht 

on route en¥orcumant . De¥ lcient roads or ra i i bede abouid b. avoided. or 
eiee improved p r i o r  to ony abipmants. The eaP •• t t i �  o¥ day and �ar 
ehouid be determined t o  avoid t ra¥¥ic and bad weather� both o¥ whicb 

compl icote s h i p p i ns  a nd  accident handl i ns . 

4. Once corr idor. ora d.signot.d 19901 ODd atot. • .. ra-DAY 
preDor.dpe •• t.... algoa the royte. shgyld be eqyipped 004 sroiped '9 
hondla the woret cMa occident 

Too o¥ten paat t rai n i ns haa been 0 cruel J ok.. with ¥ i re and p o l ice 

peraonnel be i ns  t o i d  bow t o  handle o n l y  minor accidenta and not tho .. 
that could dlr.ctly t b reaten them or the pub l i c .  Stotes ahould consider 

o ehlp.ant tax (os enacted b y  I i l i nois ) t o  pay ¥or such preparedne.e. 

S. vehiclgg shoyld be eqyipped with 90 bOArd ¥ire auppr_ .. lon ayat ... to extingyi sh or mit igot. fi rea yntil l ocal ¥ i r9 depart .. pt_ gAp Areiyw 

Soma paat accidents i nvolvina bazardous materiols have been acco�anied 
by i ntenee and lenstby f i res that couid compromise i ntes r i t y  o¥ damaaed 
contai ners. 

8 .  Begylor (ond ynonnQunced) vehicle and c o ntOi Q@c ippQMCtioQ8 abQyld 
be Yndgrtaken by t r o i ned @tote of¥icials to enforce appropriate .tot
and f@derol regylat i oos 
Thia may req u i re aome states to adopt chopter 49 of the Code o¥ Fede rai 

Resul ationa ond t ra i n low en¥o rcement o¥¥iciola t o  bondle such 

i nspect i o ns .  
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Department of Energy Hearing on Locat i ng the Spec i a l  Isotope 

Separat i o n  P r o j ect at Idaho ' s  Nuclear Engineering Laboratory 

March 2 6  I 1988  
Mar i l yn Bauman , Northwest Regional Coordinat o r , Church Women 

Uni ted in the United States . f'� tL..J.� /f'Jllru..L�J ) { C HURCH WOMEN UNITED ��presents thousands of Chr i s t i a n  

Women from twenty-eight Protestant a n d  Catho l i c  f a i th 

groups . Our f o r ty-eight year history i n c l udes the 

adop t i o n  ( by the Common Coun c i l  of State Pres idents ) o f  

more than twenty-f ive separate Proclamations and P o l i c y  

Statements c a l l ing for e n d  t o  t h e  produc t i o n ,  tes t i ng , 

deployment and exportation of ( Atom i c )  Nuclear 

weapons , }  and advocating i n  beha l f  of a c lean and s a f e  

Envi ronment through t h e  development o f  b e n i g n  energy 

resources . { Today we say , " No SIS i n  Idaho ! " }  or � ����e::� , ��:�i��;O���:;�:��t chose not to heed the warnings 

f rom the mothers and grandmothers o f  this nation . . .  and every 

person i n  the world who share concerns o f  peace and just i ce .  How 

power l e s s  we feel when that which we feared , and 5poke aga inst , 

has come to pass . )  
EXCESS IVE EXPEND I T I T URES ON WEAPONS SYSTEMS PROLIFERATION CAUSES 

WORLDWIDE SUFFERING , AND THE D IVERSION OF U . S .  MONEY FROM SOCIAL 

PROGRAMING SUCH AS JOB RETRAINING , SCHOOL LUNCH AND IMMUNIZATION 

I S  AN IMPORTANT CAUSE OF THE INCREASING NUMBERS OF CHILDREN AND 

THEIR FAM I L I ES LIVING WITH HUNGER , HOMELESSNESS AND INADEQUATE 

MEDICAL CARE . 
(

. The Human Cost Conne c t i on between the Arms Race and poverty 

l among the wor l d ' s  c h i ldren has been we l l  documented . 

The poor chi l d  no longer r e s i des " over there " .  One of every 

three c h i ldren in the U . S .  is poor . .  because the i r  fam i ly i s  

poor . Amer i c a ' s  women and the i r  chi ldren a r e  ful l o f  rage over 

our n a t i on ' s  p r i o r i t i es ; is this POVERTY AND RAGE in the best 

interests of our nat ional secur i ty? ) 

So now , our m i l i tary hog , under the guise of the Department 

of Energy , wants taxpayers to b r i be I dahoans w i t h  dol l a r s  and a 

few temporary jobs , to accept a plutonium reprocessing plant , to 

be located on an earthquake-prone r i f t , a natural sieve o f  

fractured basa l t , above o n e  t h e  greatest underground aqui fers i n  

the wor l d .  Fed f r o m  vast surface dra inage , t h i s  underground 

water i s  the source of l i f e  to arid land , our people and animal s .  

For part o f  i t ' s  journey from t h e  highest and most p r i s t ine areas 

o f  Idaho , this preci ous resource f lows underground at the rate of 

a foot a yea r ,  making p o l lut ion-mon i to r i ng impossible ( and 

p o l l u t i ng in i ts e l f ) ,  unt i l  it is i rrevers i b l e . 

l . 1  

6 . 3  

6 . 2  

5 . 1 9 . 4  

� Where were the geo l o g i s t s  when INEL was pos i t ioned over t h i s  

l iq u i d  g o l d ?  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t r a g i c -comedy i n  the reported p l a n  

of Superfund expend i ture o f  $30 m i l l i o n  d o l l ars to c l ean-up t h e  5 3 0 4 1 2  
s o i :  and g r oundwater po l lut ion f rom INEL ' s  pas t projec t s .  We • • •  

shoulrl i nv i t e  the wor l d ,  and charge adm i s s ion , to v e i w  that 

fut : l e  ven t ure . 
Preve n t i on of p o l l u t ion is our only r a t i o n a l  :;;J0 l icy opt ion , 
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5 . 1 2 . 1  

3 . 6 . 1 

3 . 2 . 2 5 

3 . 2 . 2 4  

3 . 6 . 1  

and a comm i t tment to a non-degradation groundwater po l i cy for ALL 
of Idaho ' s  water must be the next item on our agenda . � { There 1s no evidence that the nuclear i ndus t ry ,  the DOE and 
NRC knows what it 1s c o l l ec t i v e l y  doing ! L i k e  a crazed carrier 
of a deadly disease , i t  has run amuck contam i n a t i ng every partner 
w i t h  which it becomes int imat e . Now the s i ck partners know the 
truth, Nuclear condoms leak ! The o f fsping of these s i ck 

I a l l iances are being kept a l i ve on the Department of Energy 
res p i rator o f  government subs i d i es and out - r i ght bribes of money 
and jobs to states w i l l ing to pros t i tute themselves and the i r  
environment . }  The government-granted immu n i t y  from l iabi l i ty ,  
and the c lass i f ied s tatus o f  i n f o rmation for government and 
proprietory i ndust r i a l  projects , tel l s  us t h a t  our government 
knows that it is up to ears in dangerous bus iness , that would be 
scrapped if only the pub l i c  knew ! 

The Nuclear Regulatory Comm i s s ion no longer pretends i t  i s  
an objec t i ve regula t o r ,  and is scandalized by a pattern o f  
nuclear acc idents and cover-ups spanning decade s . The NRC acts 
to pro t e c t  nuclear indus t ries , rather than publ i c  safety , 
according to NRC commissioner James Asse l s t i ne ,  who has s i nce 
been replaced by N . J .  Rogers , who i s  a board d i rector o f  a 
u t i l i ty w i t h  owne r s h i p  in f ive nuclear power p l ants . 

Even as our Governor speaks hope f u l l y  of more pub l i c  
overs ight , a " Nukega t e "  unrave l s ,  NRC has proposed sweeping 
changes in a number o f  areas that endanger pub l i c  safet y .  NRC 
has proposed stream l i n i ng of emergency evacu a t i on planning rules 
to overr id e  state and local conerns . I t  has p roposed rules to 
a l low d i sposal of c e r t a i n  low-level radioac t ive wastes in 
muni c ipal l a nd f i l l s  des igned to hold sol i d  wates onl y ,  and to 
rede f i ne certain h i g h - l evel wastes as low- l eve l . I t  has moved to 
roughl y  double perm i s s i b l e  radi a t ion exposure levels for nuclear 
plant worke r s ,  desp i t e  increasing evidence of health damage from 
radiation levels previous l y  considered safe . 

Through the P r i ce Anderson Act no one can c o l l e c t  damages 
from the DOE indemnity fund unless they are a b l e  to prove 
"neg l i genc e "  as cause . Furthe r ,  the taxpaye rs pay into an 
accident fund that has been capped at a r i d i c u l ou s l y  low leve l . 
Never is there an opportunity to receive damages from a careless 
or poorly operating i ndustry . Not even sabatours are l iable to 
the c i t i zens for wi l l fu l  acts o f  ha rm . 

In reply to my l et t ers ask i ng for repeal. of P r ic e -Anderson 
Act , Senator Larry C r a i g  wrote "I am concerned about safety , as 
you are , but I bel i eve we must not make the nuclear power 
indus try l i abi l i ty so prohibit ive that it d i scourages e l ec t r i c  
ut i l i t i e s  and equipment manufacturers f rom ent e r i ng t h e  f ie l d . 
I rea l i ze your l e t t e r  d ea l t  p r i ma r i l y  w i t h  t h e  l e g i t imacy of the 
p r i v i l ege of l i m i t ed l ia b i l i ty that the nucl ea r  power i ndustry 
current ly e n j oys . However , s i nce the survival o f  the nuclear 
power industry and this Act a r e  inextri�ably l i nked , I think it 
important to share with you my veiws of nuclear power . "  The 
pro found absurdity o f  such a v e i w ,  ' Encouragement of the Nuclear 
indus try at any cos t ' , was evident i n  Sena t o r  McClures response 
also , where he points out that " contractors p e r f o rm i ng work f o r  
D O E  a r e  indemn i f ied by the Department of E n e r g y  for a n y  t h i rd-

party l i ab i l i ty resul t i ng f rom a nuclear accident . "  
{ GOVERNOR ANDRUS IS NAIVE I N  H I S  HOPES THAT THE STATE OF 

IDAHO WILL BE A PARTNER IN ON- S I T E  MONITORING OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND HEALTH IMPACTS . }  And as f a r  as making sure Idaho does not 
become a Nuclear Waste Dump ing Ground , i t  i s  too late to worry 
about tha t . We are the repo s i t ory for Three M i l e  I s l and Waste 
a l ready, under the guise o f  " t e s t i ng " .  I don ' t  remember be i ng 
invited to a pub l i c  hearing on that , do you? T r a i n l oads have 
be�n a r r i v i ng for years , w i th more to come . ��- Governor , how do you expect to be given any cons i d e r a t i o n  
when the Washington State Publ i c  Research Interest Group h a s  been 
lobbying for independent ove r s i ght of the DOE ' s  act i v i t ies i n  
Washington State and f o r  fund i ng to cover t h e  cos ts o f  c leaning / up wastes dumped at the Reservat i o n  by the DOE over t h e  pas t 4 0  
YEARS , wi thout much success . 

{ One of the most threatening items on the NRC agenda is the 
e f fort to " cu r t a i l  e f fect ive c i t izen input by narrowing s t a t e  
j u r i sd i c t i on " . }  C l ea r l y ,  w e  n e e d  a p r e s i d e n t  a n d  a s e n a t e  that 
want to appoint regulators who w i l l  do the i r  job and e l iminate 
the NRC " c o z i ness " w i th the indus t ry . '-- One example is the case of the " Reed Repor t " , a s e l f -
c r i t ique b y  G E  Company deta i l i ng 2 5  gene r i c  safety p r o b l ems i n  
t h e i r  n e w  M a r k  I I I  nuclear r e a c t o r  des ign . This document was 
marked "propr ietory" by DOE has never been rel eased , in s p i t e  of 
concern by three GE Engineers , and in s p i te o f  NRC c a l c u l a t ions 
that GE ' s  Mark I , I I , I I I  containment designs ( now used in 3 9  U . S . 
reactors , )  stand up to a 90% chance of fai lure . C i rcui t brekers 
connected t o  cruc i a l  safety systems at the s a l em safety plant in 
New Jersey were est imated to have a On� 3 3 , 0 00 chance o f  fai l ing . 
Yet , two c i rcuit breakers ma l func t i oned in one week. Reduntant 
systems , w h i ch are i n c l uded to decrease probab i l i ty r i sks , have 
been destroyed by f i re shut t i ng down the control room and 
threatening catasrophe . � PROBABLE RISK , REDUNDANCY SAFEGUARDS AND ALL OTHER 
PROGNOSTICAT IONS ARE CONCEDED TO BE INVA L I D  IN THE LIGHT OF 
ANTIQUATED DOE M I L ITARY REACTOR S ,  POORLY-TRAINED MANAGERS , THE 
ABSENCE OF REQUIUREMENT OF INDUSTRY L:AB I L I TY BY THE CONGRESS AND 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, AND THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMM I S S ION 1 POL I C I ES OF IGNORING SCIENTIFIC CRITICIZM EVEN FROM ITS OWN 
MEMBERS AND SENATORS . Probable R i sk Assessments and o t he r  
predictions by experts have b e e n  blown out o f  t h e  w a t e r  by the 

.....: .;o"man-mach i n e  interface " , accidents assume catastrophic 
propo r t i ons because all the negative aspects of reactor design 
can be brought about by the operators . U. S .  and German 
Government sponsored studies es t i mated that w i th the expected 500 
Nuc lear Reactors i n  p l ace i n  1 9 9 0 , we could expect one core-I damaging a c c i dent every 2 0  years ; that est i ma t e  has been r e v i sed I upwards to one every 8 years . Swed i s h  and West German s c ientists ls t i ma t e  a 70% probab i l i ty that another Chernobl wi l l  occur i n  
t h e  nex 5 . 4  years . 

American Nuc l e a r  Plants have been plagued w i t h  p r o b l ems , 
early 3 , 00 0  plant m i s haps and 7 6 4  emergency shutdowns in 1 9 8 5 ,  

u p  2 8 %  from 1 9 8 4 . The average U . S .  plant was shut down s i x  t i mes 
in 1 98 5  and the i ndustry as a whole averaged two shutdowns per 

5 . 1 9 . 6  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 6 

3 . 2 . 1 8 

3 . 2 . 1 7 

5 . 2 4 . 1 4 
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day. At least 18 of these a c c i dents could have led to c o r e  
damage . More than j u s t  a s ign of troub l e , emergency shutdowns 
are sudden , violent procedures t h a t  stress a nuc lear p l an t s ' s  
int i cate and cruc i a l  plumbi ng ,  and further impai r  safety . 
S i gn i f icant nuclear incidents have been i n i t i a t ed by hungry f ie l d  
m i c e ,  a worker 1 s  l o o s e  shi r t t a i l  a n d  an improper l y  u s e d  cand l e .  

Because many countries d o  n o t  report accidents a t  nuc lear 
insta l la t i ons , and consider all nuclear i ssues to be state 
secre t s , it is obvious that the l is t  o f  reported incidents 
remains incomplete . 

Aging U . S .  M i l i tary reactors may present more immed iate 

5 . 2 .  1 4  ��:��d:i���:ri��i�n 
c�::��� i�� ���n�������� , 

r:a��;�t ��!�;Orced by 

C ;  hernobl , t the DOE which runs the mi Ii tary I s nuclear 'programs , 
was forced to tempo r a r i ly shut down a l l  the reactors and 
processing plants that produce p l uton ium for nuclear warhead s .  
Independant reveiws showed the p l an t s  were ant iquated , poor l y  
mangaged , largely unregulated , a n d  a danger t o  workers a n d  the 
general publ i c .  For examp l e , c i rcui t  breakers connected to 
c r u c i a l  safety systems a t  the S a l em nuc l e a r  pl a n t  i n  New Jersey 

6 . 5 . 3 ;::e 
c������t��e:�e�:v:a� f���i!�e�3 i�O�n�h:��� . 

of fai 1 ing . Ye t ,  
-

{ NOWHERE IN THE INDUSTRY IS THERE A WORSE SCENARIO THAN I N  
7HE TYPE O F  PROJECT IDAHO HAS B E E N  OFFERED . Reprocessing has 
been one of the most f a i lure-r idden o f  DOE p r o j e ct s ,  which 
explains why it might be o f fered t o  a sparsely-populated , 
expendabl e - in-the-eyes-of-some , n o t  terr i b ly-econom i ca l l y-viable 
Idaho ; Contaminat i n g  forever t h e  land and aqui fers a t  Hanford 
and Savannah River , the DOE con t i nues i t s  promi scuous way . }  The 
contam i na t i on at the hanford s i t e  is extens ive . 

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 4 * 200 b i l l ion ga ; ; ons of t o x i c  and radioac t i ve l iquids have been 
pumped i n t o  the s o i l ,  and 
�One ha l f  m i l l ion ga l l ons o f  high l ivel r a d i o a c t ive waste have 
leaked into the so i l  from corrod i ng tanks . 

This contamination has occurred becouse the DOE is exempt 
from important env i ronmental regu l at ions . If the DOE were 

3 2 1 8 sub j e c t  t o  independent ove r s ight and forced t o  comply w i th • • environmental protect i o n  laws j u s t  l ike any other indu s t r y , 
- Hanford would be l e s s  dangerous . 

5 2 9  9 7  -- The transport i ng of the spent fuel and waste from w h i c h  we 
• • wi l l  process weapons grade pl u t o n ium has many other dangerous 

e l ements b e s i des the p l u tonium . Concerned s c i ent i s t s  c a l l 
transpo r t a t i on of Nuclear m a t e r i a l s  " the Ach i l l e s  Heel of the 
indus t ry " . The apo l g i s t s  who wrote the DOE Environmental 
summary indicates that the conta i ners f o r  the reprocessed waste 
have a l i fe o f  30 year s ,  so that we may have the p r i v i lege of 
playing Russian Rou l e t t e  f o r  thousands o f  years with t o n s  and 

5 . 2 9 . 4 1 tons of dangerous rad ioactive m a t e r i a l . 
In the l a t e  1 9 40 ' s ,  t h i s  dangerous industry was g o i n g  

nowhere because o f  i ts inabi l i ty t o  purchase insurance , a t  a n y  
cost . In order to p r o m o t e  resear c h ,  T h e  U .  S .  Congres s ,  t h rough 
the P r i c e-Anerson A c t  in the 1 94 0 ' s ,  gave immun i ty from l i a b i l ity 

3 . 6 .  1 to the �o s t  expensive , most . non-produc t ive research experi ment 
in the h l story o f  man .  Put t l ng the ent i r e  Nuc lear Industry 

beyond the l aw ,  beyond the Cons t i tu t ion , and beyond the 
Government of the Peopl e .  The p r i c e  for t h i s  Frankens t e i n  has 
been paid many t imes over by each of us , in s e c r e t  tests wh i c h  
endangered our sons i n  the m i l i ta r y ,  as wel l  as c iv i l ians and 
animals of ent i r e  states and regions . THE UNITED STATES CAN NOT 
AFFORD TO ALLOW THE UNCONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS OF PRICE
ANDERSON TO CONTINUE 

B i l l i o n s  o f  taxpayers d o l l ars spent on use less , was t e f u l  
m i l i tary hardware . $ 1 8 5  B i l l ion , a l one , spent by taxpaye rs t o  
sub s i d i ze unneeded a n d  c o s t -over-r i dden-w i th - f raud Nuc lear 
Plants , now r o t t i ng on the landscape and at enormous ( more 
b i l l ions ) c o s t  t o  u t i l i ty ratepayers who had no choice i n  the 
matter . 
---- We a r e  being held hostage by the Department of Energy . 3 2 2 There is an inverse r e l a t ionship be tween l i abi l i ty and • • 

respons i b i l i t y ,  those who had the least to say , have wound up 
paying the mos t . Based upon the legal expe r i ences of Three M i l e  
I s l and , i n  t h e  event o f  a m a j o r  nuclear accident i n  Idaho , the 
involved corporat ions can bankrupt each other t o  recover l o s ses , 
but t��e
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i t ' s  people and resources , as in the cases o f  the Whi te C louds 
and the c oa l - f i red e l ec t r i ca l  ?lant , P ionee r . In both cases , 
time proved the people of Idaho to have SUPERIOR VIS ION AND 
INCREDIBLY GOOD JUDGEMENT . Today we have confidence in our 
better judgement and ask that we not be forced to s e l l  our 
environment f o r  a " redundantcy" . Senator McClu r e , a rank i ng 
member of the Energy Comm i t t e ,  puts more value on unneeded 
weapons p r o g r ams of the DOE than on Idahos resources , i t s  wat e r , 6 .  5 . 1 
land and peop l e . The c i t iens are on our own in t h i s  ba t t le , but 

we have the c o n f i dence of in our h i s t ory of ggod judgement to 
say "NO" once mor e . 

" I t is not mere l i f e  we value , but qua l i ty l i ving--for a l l  
creatures . "  When w e  hear arguments f o r  a few jobs for a few 
short years as reason for se l l ing our env i r onment , we read 
Lester W. M i l brath , who speaks o f  mora l i ty as conformity t o  what 6 . 5 . 2  
i s  " r igh t "  o r  "good" o r  " f i t t i ng " ---goes beyond individua l i sm and 
s e l f - i n t e r es t . 

"Po l l u t i o n  and impoveri shment resu l t  f rom the exe r c i s e  o f  
power wi thout respect a n d  l ove for ear th and peop l e . They f o l l ow 
from the d r i ve to dominate and con t r o l , for thF' .·�<'\ke of a se l f
centered , u n a t t a i nable secur i t y ,  whi ch Inev i t a b l� Leads to the 
v i o l a t i on and and oppression o f  nature and hurr. "" ,  the 
bi ocommun i t y  and , w i t h i n  i t ,  human s o c i e ty . "  

"When we say we bel ieve in the sanc t i ty o f  i ;'l  ..... � ' , ,} ,-, .  1 l i f e ,  
we real l y  mean the sanc t i ty o f  ' carrying capac i t y .  I .., '>/(, �s a 
commun i t y ,  t ry to sanc t i fy every i n d i v idual human l i fe , � Q : e  
l i kely t o  destroy the carrying capac i ty o f  the b i ocommun� • 

" N o  one has the r i gh t  to take an a c t i o n ,  or make a l i v _'. 
in such a way that i t  i n jures o t h e r  humans--or i n  a way that 
i n j ures the b i ocommun i t y .  Qua l i ty o f  l i fe is o n l y  achievable � 
the context of a we l l  func t i oning b i oommu n i ty and a wel l 
functioning s o c i a l  commun i t y .  Those commun i t ie s  can only 
function we l l  if we par t i c pate in g u i d i ng t he i r  development . 
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I d ahoans have a h i s tory of restraining the p o l i c ie s  and 
a c t i ons of those who would manipulate the blocommun i t ies in such 
a way as to injure them. Therefore , we can act pol i t i ca l ly t o  
help our soc i e t y  perceive t h e  complex integr i ty o f  b iocommunl t le s  
a n d  t o l l ow t h a t  perspec t i ve .  I n  1il7 Church Women United suppo r t ed the wyden amendment t o  
the P r i ce Anderson Act which would have estab l i shed c i v i l 
pena l i t les tor Energy Department nuclear contractors who violate 
safety regula t i ons and t o  recover l im i t ed damages from such 
contractors who , through gross negligence or wi l l fu l  m i sconduct ,  
cause a nuclear accident . The amendment was rejected by a vote 
o f  1 9 3 - 2 2 6 ,  a res u l t  of too many pending m i l i t ary contracts and 
nuc lear projects wai t i ng i n  the pork barrel and of too-few 
persons perforning pol i t ic a l l y  as necessary social and moral 
commun i t y .  

{ Idaho people d o  n o t  even know where their nuc lear children 
are ; 5 2  reactors , who has used them? And tor what purpose? Who 
is using those active 15 now? And what harm is being created on 
our so i l ,  above our precious water? ( Al l  i s  class i f jed 
informa t i on , you are not ever going to know . ) Whose ch j ldren 
w i l l  be k i l l e d  by products made j n  our s ta t e ?  Our children? Our 
enemies chi ldren? Does jt really matter whose? There j s  only 
one chi ld , Everychil d . ) 

Attached are s e l ected references which I ask to be inc luded i n  
the record . 

Marilyn Bauman , 9 1 0  East Ash , Caldwe l l , Id 8 3 6 0 5  2 0 8 - 4 5 9- 1 2 2 7  

A Cal l  t o  A c t i o n ;  PETITIONING THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO ENACT STRONG STATES RIGHTS 

LEGISLATION AND NATIONAL POLICY WHICH WILL INCLUDE , LIMITING THE 

TRANSPORTING O F ,  REQUIRING ON-SITE DISPOSAL METHODS , AND 

MANDATING INDIVI DUAL-STATE RESPONS IBILITY FOR TOXIC AND RADIO-

ACTIVE NUCLEAR HAZARDOUS WASTE GENERATED WITHIN ITS BOUNDARIES . 

RESPONS I B I L I T I ES OF THE IND I VI D UAL STATES 

Whereas ; th� Uni ted States Cons t i tu t i on does strongly set forth 

the concept of the r i ght9 and respons ibi l i t ies of individual 

states to determine a po l i t i cal . economic and soc i a l  l i festyle 

tor i t ' s  c j t i zens . Inherent in those rights and t reedoms is the 

accepted respons i b i l ity ot a s t a t e  tor the a c t i vi t ies wi thin i t ' s  

boundaries . 

Whereas ; the United States Cons t i tu t i o n  does not inter that any 

one s tate ' s  environmental qua l ity should be more or less valuable 

or more or less expendable than any other; or that one s t a t e  

should receive economi c  ben� f i ts o t  a n  industry and expect the 

undesirable wastes ot that industry to be rece ived by another . 

Whereas ; respons i b l e  S C i e n t i s t s  and o t f i c i a l s  describe 

transporting o t  the hazardous .aterials to be the weakest ( known) 

l ink i n  the chain ot toxic and radioactive waste managemen t .  

Secret agreements with foreign governments and the class i f i ed 

nature ot research projects w i thin the s t a tes make i t  imposs i b l e  

f o r  s ta t e  and government employees to know what t h e  hazards are 

and how to handle acciden ts . 

Whereas ; the general accountjng o f f i c e  of Congress conducted a 

survey of nuclear u t i l i t ies in 1 9 8 6  Which tound that a ma j o r i ty 

5 . 3 1 . 9  

5 . 2 9 . 9 5 

5 . 7 . 8  
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ot ut i l i ties are w i l l i ng to have greater respons i bi l i t ies in at-

reactor storage and waste d isposal prepara t i on functions . The 

tour ut i l it ies that have been demonstrating at-reactor storage 

and waste preparat ion techno logi�s are a l l  advocates ot this 

aethod ( over Monitored Retrievable Storage fac i l i t ie s ,  tor 

examp l e ) ; proving that there are many advantages o t  At-Reactor 

Waste Preparation and Storag e .  

Whereas ; b y  replacing the need tor a central ized repackag i ng amd 

storage with on-site faci l i t i es , states would make more honest 

appraisals ot the economic and environmental e f fects , ot the 

nuclear and hazardous projects which they a t t ract into their 

boundaries . to their own qua l i ty ot l iving , 

Therefore; c i t i zens of the United States do have the right to 

determine just what hazards they are wi l l ing to l i ve with i n  

the i r  own state . Each state should b e  a l lowed to determine , 

through pub l i c  hear ings , what type of l iv i ng qua l i ty they want . 

Therefore ; neither the Department of Energy, or the Congress of 

the Uni ted States has the right to determine that any one state 

should be the dumping ground of hazardous materials for another ; 

and the interstate transpor t i ng of radioact ive and h�zardous 

toxic wastes should be immediately curt a i led . 

Therefore; waste preparation and waste storage should be 

i ndependent of po l i t ical uncert a i n i t i es about the repos i t o r y ,  

i nc l ud i ng t h e  interstate c on f l i c t  developing over who g e t s  t h d  

pos i t ive bene f i ts of indus try vs . w h o  gets t h e  wast e . 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RESPONS I B I L ITY 

Whereas ; At-reactor and on-s i t e  was t e  preparation and storage 

would not only be safer and le�9 expens i ve , but would make the 

industry more respons ibl e .  

Whereas ; B y  replacing the need for a centralized repackaging and 

storage with on-s i t e  faci l i t ies , states would make more honest 

appraisa l s ,  o f  the economic and environmenta l a f f e c t s  to their 

own qua l i ty of l iv i ng ,  o f  the nuclear and other pro j e c t s  which 

they attract i n t o  their boundaries . 

Whereas ; the general Accou n t i ng O f f ice of congress conducted a 

survey of nuclear u t i l i t i es last year and found that a majority 

of them were w i l l ing to have greater respons i b i l i t ies i n  at-

reactor storage and waste d isposal preparat i on func t ions . The 

four ut i l i ties that have been demons trat i ng a t - reactor s torage 

and waste preparation technologies are a l l  advocates of this 

method (@ over Moni tored R e t r ievable Storage faci l i t ies ) .  

Whereas ; there are many advantages of At-Reactor Waste 

preparat ion and S t o rage , inc luding : 

1 .  Waste preparat ion and was t e  s torage would be independent o f  

po l i t i ca l  pork-bar rel maneuvers , and high-handed br ibery . 

2 .  DOE could accept t i t l e  to the waste at the time of i ts 

storage and lease on-s i t e  s t orage space from the u t i l i ty or 

indus t r i a l  plant . This would accelerate waste accept ance prior 

to operation of the repository . 

3 .  The integrated was te sysytem would have greater r e l i ab i l i ty 

and flexib i l i t y ,  having s c i e n t i s ts and engineers nearby who 

understand the nature of the waste (which highway users and 

truckers do not ) .  

4 .  The reposi tory would have s i mp l f i ed opera t i ons . 

3 . 1 .  5 
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5 .  Expensive and uneeded Monitored Retrievable S t o rage 

faci l i t ies would not have t o  be bui l t .  

6 .  Most importan t l y ,  we would e l iminate a por t i o n  o f  the high ly 

controve r s i a l  hauling of hazardous mater i a l s  on every highway and 

thr�ugh every c i ty in t h i s  nation . 

There t o r e  be i t  resolved t h a t  Church Women Uni ted advocate to the 

Cong r e s s  and the Department of Energy, through i t ' s  sta f f ,  uni ts 

and action planning commi t tees , in behalf of more a respons i b l e  

T o x i c  a n d  Radio-active Hazardous Waste Pol i c y ,  w h i c h  sha l l  

i nc lude the f o l lowing : 

1 .  That the Department of Energy should develope , test and 

l i cense s tandardized dual , and if possible universal , casks that 

can easily interface with repos i t ory requiremen ts . Any new 

generation o f  shipping casks need to meet al l the requirements of 

a safe transpor t a t i on system , as wel l .  

2 .  DOE should pursue development , testing and demonstration o f  

a t -reactor rod consol idation . 

3 .  DOE should provide funding through the Nuc lear Was te Fund to 

u t i l i t ies for development o t  at-reactor and on-s i te waste 

preparation and storage technologi es . 

4 .  DOE should work w i t h  ut i l i t ies to upgrade ra i l  access and 

cask hand l i ng faci l i t i es . 

5 .  DeE needs to arx'ive a t  a standardized waste package design 

that Cdn be used in any geologic media . 

6 .  DOE needs t o  f u l l y  analyze a n  optimized No-Moni tored 

R e t r i evable S t orage opt i o n .  

March 1 ,  1 98 8  

U . S . COUNCI L  FOR ENERGY AWARENESS MISLEADS THROUGH ADS 

Ful l  page color cartoons run in National Geographi c ,  
Business Week, the Hew Yorke r ,  the A t l a n t i c  Monthly ( shame o n  a l l  
o f  them t o r  being ignorant ! )  would have Americans beleive that 
Nuclear Power wi l l  save us tram " ( OPEC ) . .  o i l  dependence that 
again threa tens Americas national energy security" . . .  

Wr i t ing i n  Harrowsmi th Maga z i ne , Jan/Feb 1 988 issue ; Done l l a  
H .  Meadows , a former chemi s t  f o r  t h e  Atomic Energy Comm i s s i o n ,  
uses USCEA ' s  own information t o  debunk a d s  which a r e  i n t e nded t o  
restore pub l i c  c o n f i dence i n  nuclear power , b u t  which a r e  
patently untruthful a n d  "Which show a determined confusion 
between oil and elec t r i c i ty . I I  

Meadows writes "The U. S .  imports about one-third o f  the 0 1 1  
i t  uses ( nearly hal t f r o m  MeX i c o , Canada , the Cari bbean and 
B r i t a i n ) .  The percentage from Arab OPEC countries has risen t rom 
4 percent to 7% since 1 9 8 5 ,  because this period ot low o i l  prices 
has shut down much U . S .  domes t i c  oil produc t i o n ,  and because 
every federal energy-saving p o l i c y ,  from automo b i l e  e f f ic iency 
s tandards t o  weather i z a t i on tax credi t s ,  has been rescinded or 
weakened . 

If one years budge t for the Rapid Depl oyment Forc e ,  which 
exists to protec t the flow o f  oil from the Middle Eas t ,  were put 
into we l l -designed weatherization programs f o r  American houses , 
our dependence on Mideast o i l  could be reduced to zero . I f  the 
average m i l eage of our car f l ee t ,  which has gone up s i nce 1 9 73 
from 13 mpg to 1 8  mpg , were raised to 30 mpg , we Wouldn ' t  have to 
import o i l  trom anyone . "  ( And what d i d  ra i s ing the speed l i m i t  
from 5 5  t o  6 5  do t o  mpg? ) 

Nuclear power provides 1 7% ( in 1 9 8 6 )  of u t i l i ty generated 
electr i c i t y .  However , Nuclear power i s  j u s t  n o t  relevant t o  our 
energy secur i t y ,  if energy secur i ty means o i l  from the Persian 
Gul f  as only . 4% o f  our e le c t i c  energy is produced from Arab o i l .  

America ' s  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t ie s  have ordered no new nuclear 
power p l an t s  since 1 9 7 8  and have canceled orders for 7 5  p l a n t s . 
The average new nuc l e a r  plant produces elec t r i c i ty for 1 2  cents 
per k i lowatt-watt hour , whi le new coa l plants produce it for 6 
cents per k i l owa t t-wa t t  hour . .  ' . .  and three-quarters of the 
e l e c t r i C i t y  we use could be saved by e f f i c iency measures cos t i ng 
1 . 5  cents per saved ki lowatt hour . 

Nuclear power is our most expensive form of energy d e s p i t e  
federal subs i d i es far g r e a t e r  than those t o  any o t h e r  energy 
sector . Subs i d i e s  to nuclear power are about equal to the value 
of all the e l ec t r i C i t y  produced by nuclear p l a nt s .  Per uni t o f  
energy provided o r  saved , they are 2 5  t i mes higher than subs i d i e s  
to renewable s o u r c e s  o f  energy . 
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S ince 1 9 7 3 , energy conserva t i o n  has saved the u . s .  f i ve 
t i mes more o i l  than coal has , and ten t imes more o i l  than nuc lear 
has ; and t o  get away from o i l  and back t o  e le c t r i c i t y ,  . . .  if a l l  
the l ights i n  the U . S .  were replaced b y  t h e  most e f f i c i en t  ones 
noW ava i l ab l e ,  we could save enough e l e c t r i c i t y  t o  shut down ha l f  
the nuclear power plants 1n the na t ion . "  

Ms . MeadowS rec e i ved some interest ing i n formation from a 
group which f ormed f o r  the purpose of exposing nuclear-industry 
propaganda , the Safe Energy Commu n i c a t ion counc i l . " SEeC ' s  
entire budget o f  $ 1 2 0 . 000 i s  equivalent t o  t o  the price o f  one 
USCRA a d  i n  National Geograph i c . The SECC f i l e d  a comp l a i n t  w i t h  
t h e  maj o r  T V  networks about a USCEA ad w h i c h  depicted nuc lear 
power as a "homegrown" indust ry--when 50% o f  i t s  uranium fuel i s  
importe d . "  The ads were dropped because the charges c o u l d  not 
be refuted . Addi t io na l l y ,  60 u t i l i t ies have dropped the i r  USCEA 
memberships as a reult o f  the House commi t tee on Energy and 
Commerce ' s  investigation ( requested by SECC ) into pub l i c  
relations ( po l i t ica l a c t i v i t y )  expendi t iures which found 26 
undisc losed or misc l ass i f i ed paymen t s . 

" A f t e r  Chernob l ,  USCEA put out an ad b l i t z  c l a iming that the 
Cherno b l y  reactor d i d  not have a conta inment s t ructure , that 
American reactors do , and that the U . S .  industry "used the Three 
M i l e  I s land experience t o  enhance the safety o f  a l l  U . S .  p lants . 
The SECC countered by po i n t i ng out that Chernobl did have a 
containment vesse l ,  that some U . S .  p l ants don ' t ,  and that e ight 
reactors o f  the same design a s  the one a TMI are s t i l l  operating 
w i thout safety modi f i c a t ions ordered by the NUc l ear Regu l atory 
Comm i s s i on . II 

Unfortunat e l y ,  the untruthful ad campa ign has been e f fect ive . 
Po l l s  show that most Americans b e l e ive that Russian reactors are 
inheren t l y  i n f e r i o r  to U . S .  ones , and that a Chernobyl can ' t  
happen h e r e . 

II Score one for USCEA , "  says Meadows , " Some t imes , money does 
count . . .  To me the real ques t ion i s  not whether the nuclear 
indus try can keep the truth suppres s e d ,  but f o r  how long . The 
answer to that ques t io n  i s  up to us . USCEA ggoes to great pains 
to " i nform" us , because we are the ones who pay the subs i d i e s ,  
who l ive near the plants , who p l ug i n  ine f f i c ient app l i ances , 
whose chi ldren and grandchildren w i l l  have to dea l w i th the 
horrendous was tes . The future o f  nuclear power depends on our 
approva l ,  or a t  least our s i l en t  compl i c i ty . That comp l i c i ty is 
what USCEA i s  trying to buy w i t h  every one o f  those maddening 
ads . II 
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My nama is Monte D .  Wilson and I am a Protessor or Geology at 
8oi5. Stat. University. I am presenting this statament as a 
member ot the SIS Technical Review Board. 

I hold a Ph . D .  in Geology and a Master ' s  degre. in Zoology. 
bave been employed in geological and geophysical research both 
theoretical and applied to geological resource development . I 
have served on the gao.ciane. taculties at 8ois. Stat. 
University , the University ot Idaho and the University o t  
Salzburg ( a s  a Fullbright visiting protessor ) .  I am a registered 
prote •• ional qeoloqi.t ( I l l  in the Stat. at Idabo) and I have 
dona numerous geological consulting projects dealing with natural 
resource. , land use planning and geological hazards . I hold 
membership and am active in several educational and scientitic 
societies. I have publ ished the results ot several at my 
research proj ects and I bave made protessional pre.entations at 
numerous scientific m.etings including several ot national and 
international scope . 

� 
1 .  The Oratt Environmental Impact Statement ( OEIS) includes an 

unrealistically low estimate ot potential impact ot earthquakes. 

There is • substantial risk o t  bigh magnitude earthquakes along 

major faults which bound mountains north ot the Snake River Plain 

and extend southeastward beneath the Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory ( INEL) . Epicenters ot such earthquake. could be very 

close to the proposed SIS tacility. The O.sign Basis 

Earthquake (OBE) in the DEIS should be increased to one that 

produce. bedrock accelerations at least 50 percent greater than 

those used in the OEIS . 

2 .  The unprecedented 1981 downgrading o t  the Onitorm Building 

Code (UBC) Seismic Risk Zone tor the lNEL trom zone 3 (major 

damage) to zone 2 (moderate damage) is inappropriate in light ot 

seismic risk in the area . In the interest ot public satety and 
� 

fiscal responsibility the Department ot Energy should manage the 

lNEL as being in Seismic Risk zona 3 and theretore re-evaluate 

Whether SIS should be built there. 

3 .  The OEIS understates and misrepresents important tacts and 

interpretations relative to volcanic hazards at lNEL. The area 

in Which the lNEL is located has experienced much volcanic 

activity in the very recant geologic past and it will almost 

certainly be the location ot tuture volcanic eruptions . Within a 

restricted area which includes the proposed SIS site, the 

trequency ot volcanism has been determined to be one eruption 

every 3 , 00 0  years, and not the 3 0 , 000-100 , 000 years cited by the 

DOE . 

4 .  It is unacceptable that the OEIS and supporting documents 

do not realistically evaluate the volcanic hazards nor do they 

even develop a volcanic -accident" scenario. Should the DOE 

build the proposed SIS tacility at lNEL, the tacility would be 

Subject to major volcanic hazards including lava tlows, violent 

steam eruptions, clouds o t  steam, hot ash and cinders . These 

hazards could cause explosive dispersal ot radioactive materials 

and severe pollution o t  an extensive area. In addition, the OEIS 

states that radioactive waste trom SIS may be stored, at least on 
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an interim basis, at lNEL. The possible consequences ot an 

earthquake and/or a volcano on a waste tacility must also be examined . 
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5 . 1 0 . I I .  Cjsglogig BAZ;y:d3 And the SlS I s;.nam c:gpenU 
The Idaho National Engineering Lal:>oratory ( !NEL) , on the 

Eastern snake River Plain, is in an arsa with both seismic and 

volcanic hazards. 

Th. mountain ranqes adj acant to INZL are coundad. by 

extensive taults , many ot which extend wall into the Snake River 

Plain . Mov.m.n�s on these taults have produced larqe 

earthquakes , sama ot which have damaqad INEL tacilities , ( Go�n 

and Guanzlar, 1983) and such movements will almos� certainly ba 

the source ot' major earthquaJc.a. in the t'utura . Volcanism 

produced most ot' the bedrock baneath INEL; much at' this volcanic 

activity occurred durinq vert recant qaoloqic tim. and t'uture 

Volcanic action can ba expected in the area . 

A. Seismic Hazards 

The Eastarn snake River has 10nq ba.n considered (Embr •• and 

5 . 1 0 . 7 others , 1982 , p . ) ) ) )  to be a downdropped blOCK ot the earth ' .  

crust , known as a structural qraban , bounded by northaast-

southwest trending hults . Mabey ( 1982 , p . 147) points out that 

in the !NEL are qaophysical data support int.erpretat.ions made 

trOll surtace qeoloqical studies indicatinq that the margin ot the 

plain is marked cy a large nOr:Jlal tault. A seqm.ent ot this t'ault 

sout..'1 and east ot the Lemhi and Beaverhead Mountains is 

coincident wit� the Blue Creek caldera (Embree and others , 1982 ) 

which underlies eastern and no��ern portions ot INEL. The Snake 

River Plain bas dropped al:>out 300 meters along this bult 

(Sparlin , 198 2 )  relative t.o the mount.ains north ot the plain. 

Mountain ranqes coth north and south ot the East.ern Snake 

River Plain are bounded by extensive hult systems trending 

qenerally in the northwest-southwest dire�ion which is normal t.o 

the axis ot the plain. Amonq these tault. syst.ems are those alonq 

t..'1e Beaverhead , Lamhi and Lost. River Ranqas in the vicinit.y ot 

the !NEL. 

Harold Malde ot the U . S .  Geoloqical Survey has studied the 

Qua:t:.ernary History ot' both the Howe Faul t ,  alonq the we.tern 

m.a.rqin ot the IAmhi Ranqe , and the Areo raul t ,  alonq the western 

marqin ot the Lost River Range (Malde , 1971 and 1985) . He 

nports ( 1985 , p . 207)  that Quaternary displac.,.ents along the 

Areo Fault have totaled at least 12 met.ers and that about. halt ot 

that t.otal was caused by a sinqle event o t  tault m.ovement.. Malde 

( 198� , p . 207) also reports that vertical m.ovements alonq the Howe 

Fault t.otaled at least 15 meters durinq the Quat.ernary with a 

sinqle event causinq at least three meters ot ottset. 

Quaternary tault movements documented by Kalde ' s tiald 

stUdies must have qenerated very large magnitude earthquakes . An 

important comparison can ce made between Malde ' s  dat.a and similar 

intor:Mtion trOll the Borah Peale Earthqualee ot 198) wbich bad a 

maqnitude ot 7 .  J .  The Borah Peak Earthquake produced a ",aximum 

tault. ottset ot 2 . 7  meters ( crone and Other s ,  198 � ,  p . 4 J )  at a 

dis�anc. ot about 80 kilometers trom the INEL. A sinqle offset. 

on �'1e Arca fault is cet.�een 4 . 6  and 6 . 1  �et@r� at. a distance ot 
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about 18 kilometars tram INEL and there is a single ottsat at 
over J meters on the How. Fault only 11 kilometers trom !NEL. 

The earthquakes associated with thesa movements on the Howe and 
Areo Faults must have produced aztrama ground motions at what is 
now the INEL because their .pic�t.rs WOuld have b •• n much closer 
to IN:E:L and tiI.ir magni tud.s signiUcantly qr.ater t.'lan til. Borah 
hale Zarthquale • .  

A detailed .stUdy o t  th e  timing and saqulUlca o t  movements on 
the Area Fault during the Quaternary Period was dona by Ken 
Pierca ot' the O' . S .  Geological Survey . aa raport.s ( 19 8 5 ,  p . 19 5 )  
that , in th .  area ot his study, a total displacement o t  about 19 
meters has Occurred on the Areo Fault during the past 160 , 00 0  
y�. P'Urt.har, ha states that "No t'ault displacement has 5 . 1 0 . 7 occurr� in til. past J O Ka ,  ( J O , Ooo y.ars) which sugg.sts tault 
mOVement is wall OVerdue it strain buildup is assumed to be 
relatively const.a.nt . "  It move.m.lUlt on the Arco Fault occurs and 
matc:.bes the earlier single episode displacament.s ot 4 . 6  _ 6 . 1  
meters dete�ined by Malde , the .tt.�.s could be devastating at 
mEL. 

aecause ot similarities in their taul t systems and ot."er 
geoloqic structures 1 most ot the nearby mountain ranges west, 
nor-...h ,  and east ot INn are considered. by seismologists and 
st:uctural geologists to be part ot �e northern Basin and Range 
or Great Basin structural province . Stain and BUcknam ( 19 8 5 ,  
p . vi i )  list s i x  historical ea�"quakas o t  magnitude 7 . 0  or 
greater with epicentar.s in the Grsat Basin: !ive ot these 

aa.rthquak.es have occurred. during �is cent;,uy . 
It is obvious trom these tact3 that the geologic anvironment surrounding !NEL is c:.baracteri:ed by active taults and large 

.arthquale.s . !n light ot tilis knoWl�g. it s. __ inappropriat. 
that the International ConterlUlce ot Buildinq Otticials acted in 
1981 to modity tll. Unitor:a Building Cod. (UBC) by downgrading til. L� and adj acant areas trom. seismic risk Zone J (m..aj or damaqe) 

to seismic risk zone 2 (moderat. damage ) .  The request tor �is 
c�ange was initiated by people attiliated with EG&G, Idaho , Inc . , 
the prime contractor at INEL. 

It miqbt appear that a reduction in the aBC standards WOuld 
not be important at INEL because those are not the standards �ed 
in design and construction ot nuclear reactors. However, 
revision ot the UBC seismic risk :one did, in tact , bring EG&G 
Idaho , I n c . , as prime contractor at INZL, 1:" .. 0 detinita 
advantaqes . First, it considerably red.uced the design standards 
and construction costs tor ancillar/ buildings and ot!ler non-
reactor stru�ures on �e tacility . Secondly, it enhancad the 
c:.bances ot landing major tusion proj ects tor INZL because suc:.b 
proj ects are not allowed in :one J seismic risk areas. !t 
appears that personnel ot EG&G Idaho , Inc . and their consultants 
were motivatEtd by these potantial corporate benet its when they 
proposed and success tully lobbied tor the revision in the aBC 
seismic risk zone. 

Figures 1 and 2 on the tollowi:1q pages , show the pre- and 
pos't.- 1 9 8 2  UBC Seismic Risk Maps ot the United States . Except 

5 . 1 0 . 6  
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tor the obvious "qe.rrymand.erinq" ot seiSlllic risk zone 3 to 

elI:cluda INZI., the map. are identical . Figur. shows the 

epic."t ... s ot histo .. ical earthquaJc.. in the .. eqion ot this tTBC 

zone 3 and the IlIZL. In the int ..... t ot pUI:Ilic .at.ty and tiscal 

ruponail>ility, DOE decision mak.rs .hould con.id ... IIIEL to be in 

•• i .. ic .. i.k zone 3 .  

B .  Volcanic aazarde 

..... oci.ted wito" the taults which bound 1II0untain .. anq •• in 

the vicinity ot IlIZL .... lIUllIy t .. actur •• which .nand into, and in 

aome ca ... nearly aero •• , the la.tern Snake River Plain. rrom 

• .".. ot th ••• tractur •• th .... hav. b • ." volwainoua eruption. ot 

b •• altic l.va (Xinq, 198 2 :  xuntz and Oth .... , 1979 , 198 2 ) , Th. 

t.ct th.t th... t .. actur.. hav. tunctioned a. conduit. to .. 

volcanic .ruptione i. cited by lI&l:>ey ( 19 8 2 ,  p . 14 9 )  ae evid.nc. 

th.t th.y .nand to qr.at d.pth . 

Within the IlIZL th •• e tractur •• a ... conc.nt .. at.d in tou .. 

.. itt zon •• which a ... . 1.0 the loci ot lIUllIy volcanic v."t. in the 

ar.a (xuntz , 1978 ) . Th •• e ritt zone. cut aero.. INEL with 

northwe.t-.outhw •• t t .. ands that are al iqned with ranq.-lIIa .. qin 

faults ot the Lo.t Riv ... , Lemhi and B.av ... head lIountaina , Th ••• 
volcanic ritt zon .. .... int.rp ... t.d by 11.1 xuntz ( 1978 , p , 9-11) 

to b. the .urtace exp ..... ion. ot continued activity alonq taults 

that have b.en bu .. i.d by lava tlow. which .rupted throuqh th.lII . 

Al��ouqh most volcanism in the area has emanatad tram vents alonq 

��ese ritt zones it is important to k.ep in mind the established 
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�act (XUntz , 197 8 , p � 1 1 )  that volcanic activity has also occurred 

b6tween rift zones. 

Th_ E:astarn sna.k.. River Plain has experienced a qraat deal 

ot volcanic activity during recant geologic tilll. ,  and volcanic 

eruptions must ba axpacted in the !utura .  I n  addition t o  the 

obVious volcanism, Laem&n ( 1982 , p . 1 6 1 - 2 )  points out several 

lines ot avidence tor a �siqniticant th.�l partabration within 

the crust and upper mantle" oanaath "e.ha E:astarn Snake River 

Plain. '1'h.�. lin •• ot avidence include high naar-sur!aca haa1: 

!lov values and geophysical investigations using magnetotelluric 

and maqnatic variomatar soundinqs . 

In a study ot volcanic hazards in the Areo - Big Southam 

BUtta area , KUntz ( 1 97 B ,  p . 27 )  concludad that • • •  "the Areo Rift 

and adjacent area. comprise an a�iv. volcano-tectonic region tor 

the la.t 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  years and ehat this region has bean the !ocus o! 

much o! the recent volcanism in the ESRP (l!!astern snake River 

!'lain) • .  KUntz draws ehe conclusion that !uture volcanism and 

tectonism ( i . e . , !ault movements and earthquakes ) are likely to 

occur in this area. It has also ceen detanlined ( KUntz , 1978 , 

p . 3 0 )  that the Arco-Big southern Butte Area has a mean occurrence 

rata o! one volcanic eruption every 3 , 00 0  years . Boundaries o !  

the INEL encompass part ot the Arco-Big southern Butta volcanic 

area. EXisting INEL !acilities within this area o! high 

!requency volcanism include the Central Facilities Area ( CF�) , 

the Naval Re actors Facil ity (YRF) , the Radioactive Waste 

Management Complex ( RWMC) and the Idaho Chemical Processing Plant 

1 2  
( I CPP) . The special Isotope separation Proj ect i s  proposed t o  be 

built within this area. 

rI. c:.o1gq:ig Bo;fU"!tI 'Dd the SIS Cl2llllMQt:l in BMP9DI. to the 

po« fiS 

A .  Seismic Hazards 

On paga 3-6 it is stated that the Eastern Snake River Plain 

adj oins the Northern and Middle Rocky Mountain provinces on the 

north and aas1: ra.pe�ively. The wri1:ar is apparently unawara 

that the.e areas are considered to be parts ot tha Basin and 

Range cy m o s t  s1:ructural geolog ists , seismologists , and 

volcanologists ( KUntz , 1978 : Scott and others , 198 � ;  Raavaley , 

198� ; and oehars) , sae Fiqure 4. This is siqni!icant in terms o !  

t h e  !requ ency o !  maj o r  earthquakes a n d  ganeral crustal 

instability of the Basin and Rang • •  
On page 3-8 , in coth the !irst and !ourth paraqrapns , i t  is 

suggasted that the northeast-southwest trending !ault bet�ean the 

snaka River Plain and the mountains to the no�-h, may not exist. 

Two ra!arancas ( King and Doyla, 198 2 ;  and EG&G Idaho , Inc . , 1 9 8 4 )  

both puJ:Ilished by t.hA prime conttactor a t  INEL, are cited in 

support o !  this suggestion. It is important to know that most 

workers in the area celieva that such a !ault do as exiS1: (Bonini 

and Lavin, 197 5 :  Mabey , 198 2 ; Taylor and others , 19 9 5 :  and 

ot..."lers) . This !ault which is a regional geologie !=ac'ture is 

believed to underlie INEL along �e margin o! t..."le Snake River 

5 . 1 0 . 7  
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1 4  
Plain, but i t  is not mappable because i t  is covered with 

geologically very young lava tlows and sediments . 

The second paragraph ot page )-8 states that thre. ritt 

zones are "postulated" to exist in th. area . In point ot tact, 

there are tour ot these volcanic-tectonic ritt zonas that cut 

across INEL. 
With rat.rance to the tou..r--...!l paraqraph on page )-8 , it is 

important to keep in m.ind that bob the Arco and Howe Faul t.s 
ext and into be Snake River Plain, beneath INEL, and that both ot 

these structure. must b. consid.ered as active taults. Mov�ents 

ot these taults could be accompanied by major earthquakes with 

epicenter locations proximate to INEL tacilities . 

The tirst tu.ll paragraph on page 3-11 reports that there 

have been only tour earthquakes with epicanters on the !astarn 

Snake River Plain and that j Wlt one ot these was in INZL. 
Presumably this reters to the time since seismic monitoring was 

ini tiatad on INZL. Two relevant tacts need to be made here . 

P'irst, the record ot seismic monitoring on INEL began only in' 

1 9 7 1  ( Dahl & Niccum , 197 3 ,  p . 1 0 7 )  and such a short record does 

not provide an adequate data base tor predicting the absence ot 

tuture .ar-....hquak.s in the area. Secondl y ,  it IllUst be rtllD�ered 

that this is an active tectonic area and as Pierce rl!portad 

( 19 8 4 , p . 1 9 4 )  in his stUdy ot the Arco Faul t ,  there is soma 

evidence . . .  "t.."'lat episodes wi t."'l :nul tiple: taul t displacements are 

separated by intervals ot quiescenc e ;  in this case t.."'le ne::ct:. 

ottset on t.."'lis ( tault) segment could occur eit.."'ler soon or not tor 

5 . 1 0 . 7  
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t e.na  ot thousands ot years . "  

B .  Volcanic Hazards 

The tourth paragraph on page J-11 includes �e very 

misleading statemAnt that "the mean rata ot occurrenca ot 

5 . 1 0  . 9 volcanic eruptiona is e.timat� at betvean J O ,  000 and 100 , 000 

years" and cit •• Kuntz 1978 a. ",all as Kuntz and Oalrymple 1979 

as providinq support tor this statement . In tact, t!le cit� 

paper by Kuntz reports ( 1978 , p . J O )  a volcanic eruption 

occurranca rata ot one eruption avary J ,  000 years tor the Arco

Biq southam Butta area : this include. the site tor the proposed 

SIS proj act. The moat recent volcanic eruption vi thin this area 

occurr� about 2100 years ago ( Kuntz and o�ers , 1982 ) . 

The last sentance in �e tourth tull paragraph ot page J-11 

cites an in-house publication (EG&G Idaho , Inc . , 1984 ) to suppore 

5 . 1 0  . 1 0  the statement that . • • .  "prob luas due to lava tlcws are not 

5 . 1 . 3 2 

anticipated . "  This atatemant i s  not realistic in liqht ot 

established knowledge �at �e area has a recant geologic historl 

ot trequent and volWlLinous lava tlcws and that the area is 

characterized by high heat tlows . 

For a good discussion ot' potential volcanic hazards in this 

area , the reader is reterred to pages 36-40 ot' tha 1978 

publication by Kuntz . The tollowing paragraph is patterned atter 

Kuntz ' s  report to relate soma at its main points to the SIS . 

A maj or hazard to the SIS of! volcanic eruptions '""ould 

be damage to containers ot radioactive materials and t..."le 

1 6  

p o  • •  ible explosive dispersal ot th ••• radioactive materials. 

Clouc:l.s o t  volcanic ash and steam contaminated by plutonium. 

and other radioactive toxins could causa .avare pollution ot 

the air , soil , surtace water and qroundwatar. Radioactive 

contaminants could be carried te.na ot ki�oDl.t • .rs by lava 

tlovs or ash and cinders . Ano�er distinct hazard is 

partia� burial ot SIS and other INEL facilities by lava 

tlcws or deposits ot volcanic ash and cinders . !'fat.rials 

.n� ted by lava tlows could be subj.�.d to temperatura. in 

the l , OOOoC ranqe : there would probably be melting and 

poss ib le volatilization ot radioactive materials with 

e.nsuinq dispersal that could ba e.x1:ansive. Viol ant steam. 

eruptio� could occur i t  subsur"tace maqma mov_ into near

surt'ace sa.turated zones , such as along t.he Big Lost River. 

An eruption ot t.his kind could disui..buta ash over several 

mil_ in layers several metars t.hick and hot anough to 

damage tacilities . 
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EG&G Idaho , Inc . , Idaho Fall • •  
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kUntz , M . A . , O . E .  Champion , E . C .  Spiker , R . H .  Letabvre , and L . A .  
KcBroom.e , 1982 , Th e  Graat Ritt an d  th e  evolution ot the 
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Geel . Survey Open-�ile Report . , 167p . 

, 198 5 , Quaternary P'aUl ting near Arco and Howa , Idaho in 
---Proce.acling. ot Workahop XXVIII ..,n the Borah Peak, Idaho , 

Earthquake , 0 . 5 .  Geol . Survey Open-�ile Report 85-2 9 0 ,  6 8 6 p .  

Piarce, K . L. , 1985 , Neotectonic history ot th e  Arco .a9'llant ot 
the Lost River taUlt, Idaho, ..i.n Workshop XXVIII on tha Borah 
Peale Earthqualee: 0 . 5 .  Geological Survey Open-�ile Report, 
85-2 9 0 , 6 J 6 p .  

Reavalay, L .  0 . , 198 5 ,  Th e  Borah Peak Earthquaka o t  October 28 , 
198 J ,  Summary :  in Earthquaka Spectra , v . 2 ,  n o l ,  p . 1-9 . 

Scott, W . E . , Piarca, K . L . , and Bait, H . M . , 1 9 8 5 ,  Quatamary 
Tectonic Setting ot the 198J Borah Peak Earthquake , Central 
Idaho : ..i.n Proceedings ot WorJc.shop lCX7III on the Borah Peak, 
Idaho , Earthquale., 0 . 5 .  Geol . Survey Opan-�ile Report 85-
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1 . 1 I am speaking in favor of the Special Isotope separation 

facility being constructed - preferably in Idaho - for 3 pri

mary reasons :  (1) National defense, ( 2 )  economic considerationti 

for the State of Idaho and (3 )  transfer of SIS laser technology 

to private enterpr i s e .  

3 . 4  

First, if all nations were willing to live together in 

peace, we could all get rid of our sticks and stones AND 
our nuclear weapons . Unfortunately ,  this i8 not the case and 

aa we all know, one country has AS its goal , world domination. 

Secretary of Defense Carlucci recently stated that Russia ha s  

been increas ing its mil itary strength - not reducing i t  - a 

clear indication of its intent. 

We must maintain a strong defense to help maintain peace 

and protect ourselves from being dominated by another country . 

By necessity, ' that requires the availability of nuclear arms 

as a deterrent. However , it i8 my understanding that, 

contrary to statements made by some factions ,  there would 

3 • 3 • 2 be no "nuc1ear weapons factory in Idaho" since no nuclear 

weapons would be- constructed in Idaho . 

Second l y ,  to say that Idaho ' S  resource-based economy of 

timber , mining and agriculture is stagnant would be an under

statement! This ha s  been referred to very recently by both 
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the executive and legislative branches of our state govern

ment pertaining to funding for education in Idaho . 

It is mandatory that we expand our economic base and 

create more jobs if we ever hope to improve our economic 

c l imate. An article in the Friday, March 25 ,  1 9 8 8  edition 

of the TWin Falls Times-News quoted Mr .  Chuck Skoro, head 

of the economics department at Boise State University as 

saying, " the risks for financial disaster are greater than 

the minimum economic benefits the project would bring . "  My 

question is _ how many minimums does it take to make a maxi-

mum? If we kick 20 projects out of Idaho , each with a "mini-

mum economic impact" , are we not now talking "major economic 

impac t " ?  

The article further quotes Mr .  Skoro as stating that the 

4 4 0  jobs created ab the site wouldn ' t  go to Idahoans since we 

don ' t  have a lot of out-of-work nuc lear engineers and alsO 

that the more than 300 spinoff jobs would be service-oriented 

and therefore low paying . First , I find it hard to bel ieve 

that all 4 4 0  jobs would be for nuclear engineers .  Next, the 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 5  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4  

point that seems to be missed is that these approximately 7 7 0  5 .  27 . 7 . 1 6  
j o b s ,  in addition to those during construction, employ people -

employ people who pay taxes -- people who pay taxes in Idaho ! 

0 P Y 
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ha .. . ..... path, booo ... III . .... gcdtn&ia " ilitotlleldi. �-"tit'C 

/iu ,'" PHI. -r; ... rr·Nf� 
F(l,O'lI l'fII'I"'" ,j£" .",-

According to a survey of 1 6 5 , 0 0 0  interstate moves by 

Allied Van Line� Idaho i s  the fourth most ' o�tgoing ' state 

5 . 2 7  . 7 . 1 6  with 61 . 9 % of the people relocating going out of Idaho rather 

than in . We need to have jobs in Idaho to stem this outward 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1 

migration. 

Thirdly, the SIS would bring the possibility o f  trans

ferring the laser technology for use by private enterprise 

in commerc ial applicatio n s .  That could also bring about 

the possibility of more new jobs. The use of lasers in 

commercial applications was recently documented in an article 

entitled "Lasers used to repair damaged eye ti s s u e "  which was 

published in the Monday, February 2 9 ,  1 9 8 8  issue of the 

Twin Falls Times-News . 

Is there a risk with the SIS facility? Possibly, there 

5 . 2 4 . 2 1  i s ,  but I am confident those risks would be minimized. But 

i s  there not also a risk each time we get into our cars? 

Considering that approximately 4 0 , 000 people are killed in 

vehicle accidents in our country each year, I would say y e s .  

Yet, w e  s t i l l  take the riskS of driving f o r  whatever reasons 

and try to minimize those risks . 

At some point in t ime , we may very well have to take some 

1 . 1 risks to get ahead . I strongly suggest that that time is now 

and that the SIS facility be constructed and be constructed in 

Idaho. 'f 

E 1 83 

7EST I �·lGLI·. SIJF"F'Or:;'T ·JF 7�E SF'EC I ':'L : � O T 'J;::"E :::. E F ':'F= ':' T"! 'IN ;::'ROJECT 

I �PP -I:?<': ) =--';,", � , ·J< ·, l .. )q t: h l ;:  :' r o o ,- t u r n t ;  ... " e : : ;:" : - 1:" 5 :';  IllV . 1 I?W S  C.1l t:he 

Sp Ec: \ � l  i � :, t (.· :::, e  S -=- p � .- =- t : ,;, .-, F" '- Q J"�c:t , S I S ·  \ IT< p e.,- ta,· ,�  1:::. � h l =  
COLIll t ,- "  ·"nr:' C'L'I- s t ", t e  e �  : j ""'t,e, . 

Thb' PU)'pc'se r;'T S ! S  lS te, p .-,:· duce .... e;apc'ns g'-i'Li e  p l l, t r.'\"o.l'.om In t h e  
i ,-, 'te)-est of n .a t l c<)-· a l  d e "f" e n s e .  Defeo.se c.f" t h 1 S  ce'llll tl-y T,-�.m 
enem l e �  be, t h  fe.,- s i gn =- ,"10 tj ome!!!o t l c JIJst h a p p e .·,s to be Co. 
l eg l t l ma t e Tllllc t i on c.f ,::Ol),- fedel- � l  ge,vernmen t .  mand a t e'd b y  OlIo 
Ce. n § t � tllt \Col"1. The Depal-tm'O'nt e,f Defense. men-e t h a n  n,y se l f a nd 

the e'p p o " e n t s  e.f t h 1 S  pl-c' J e c i;  I< nc·w what lS l� eq U l ,-ed te, defend 

our ce,untr'l. 

I s  t h er e a need te. def!!S"nd t h i s c o u n t r y  W i t h nuclaar WE<9pOn� ?  
Sad l y . thel-e i s .  BecaLl';;.e e"f Lend-LIl!.a!iI!. a i d  and tl-ad e .  lC'ilI1S. 
g r .;. n t s .  technc, l e' g y  tl-an!l f er s .  s a l es , 'i!'!iP 1 c· nologe . end (,I i y'!' a W il Y 9 .  
t h lr  S O V I e t  U n I o n  I S;  t h e  'threflt they "' I - It  t c. d ay . 

Is the SC' Y l "O' t  U n i e. n  ttH! enemy and are they a t h n §l a. t 7  L I s t e n  
c,!;I-&fu l l y  t e .  w h a t  M i I. h � l l  Ge,,�bachey .. a i d  C<l' Ne, v&mb el- 2. 1987 
b lt f c , r lr  6 . (lt'l(J Ce·mmu n i s t  P.l- ty t· f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  f ' n � m l  i n  P..- l ac e c,f 

Cc, n g r 6! s se s .  " I n Oc tc, b l!l- 1 9 1 7 .  ""e p .... r t; ed .. n t h  t h lt  O l d  We. r l d , 
r e J ac t l ,'g I t  c·nclt and feo l- .a l l .  W'i! a)'"" me. v i ng t ow,;;T d il n!t ..... 
wc, r l d .  th&> we,,- l d  o f  Co mmun l Bm . 1.1. !.h. l l  never t U r n  c, 'ff t h a t  

rc·ro.d . " 

Th.re g c  . .... ls c c, u l d  ne,t be c l ee.l- er . 
Lola n�ed the d e f"en '5e c ap ab 1 1 1 t i es tc, pl-c. t e i: t  us f r c. m t h l .  
t h r e iil t -- ..... e need S I S  fl�O IT' ill n ... t l o n a l  pe' l n t  o f  V I e w .  

On t h e c, t h e;'r hand . fl- to m  or. Ie.ca l .  s t a t e  p lt r S; p l!!c t 1 v,? t h e  
eCCoJ"1c· m l C  benef 1 t  • .;ll-e l lilmel'.§Llr flb l &> .  

The I-es i d e n t s;  c." f"!O!t5terii I d ah e. whe. il r �  mCol-e d\ t  r I sk b " C i'tllae of 
the l '- Pl� c' �' lm l t y te. INEL tnan t hc. alr 1 n  Sur, Va l l l!'y e.r BO l s. haYe 
we l ghed the r I s k s  .. nd bltn.1 i t .  0" the SIS p r o J ec t .  They h ave 

che'.!tn te, bC c: .p t t h o  • •  h •• l t h and Itnvl l�c,nm.n t a l  I� i s k s  b.cau.e 

th.y al� . 5 0  l nE l g n l f l c .nt cc,mpA,lId t c  t h �  en J o yment c.� the 
be)"1@1 i t 5 c,f" thE! 11'CI-eflsed emp l o ymen t imd Impre.yea f!C0l1e, m 1 !t  .. 

t h d\ t  S I S WC'LI l d  b l� i l,g . 

It 1!1 I mpc·r t ... n t  .... nd s h e'll l tj  be no t �d t h a t  t h 1 s 15 ne. t the f 1 r s t  
t l me t h .  C i t l :: E'l"'l!l! e.f I d a-he. h�Y@ be�n .asked f o r  t h &> i ,- V i ew. c.n ... 
nuc l eal- l S Sll e .  The � r. t e r E  o f  U' l S  s t  ... te- .11thlls i ol' z t. l c a l l y  
.110cq� Si!d a p)-e. nllC 1 "Oi'.\- 1 " 1  t l i.�t i v e  o n  t h e  1 982 bed  1 c' t b y  c.ver 
':'I)�� • 
The m "' J eq- l t 'l e·f I d a hc·al1s ';H'i! ne.t p "" -�I""\e' l d  ",bC'llt l1Llc l ,,!:,QI.- p c. wer . 
nuc 1 ""ar '-E's�a,�cr, .  1:')- nLlC; l e a r  p ,�C.dllC t l e. n .  lo,Ie dc:, I-�a 1 1 :: e �nd 
derna.nd tt",at t;nese .... c t 1 .· 1 t l es h � �'e tc' b t:- c "" - ,- l o:-d Cq.l t "'n t h 
r e s p l? c t;  'fc" - t h E' l )- r l 5 � s .. nd safe t ·. fe . • � ::'yel- :,"c. nF.? 
I feel t t"", a T  the DOE 1)"'1 t h O:- l l- E I S  ha.g c a l� efLi l l y' arJ d r e s s e d  thl!s;e 

r I E L .  and ! f i nd thltm � c c e p t a b l e .  

I d ahe. w a n t s  S I S .  

'�#.Q7� 
1'1atthew C. Ma t h i a s 

7707 Wes 1 ey Dr . 
BC' l se .  I D 837(14 
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-re5���V:::::!EIGN :Ls �� ���1� 
Dr . C l a y  N 1 c h c:: l s  
U . S .  DEPARTKE1;T O ?"  !::NERGY 
785 DOE P I ae'=! 
Idaho F a l l s .  I d3�·:> 0·3402 

Dear Mr .  Nicho!.s;  

S7A"!'E OF i DA:iO 
]lUrch 2 .1. .  1'�88 

For tn� r,=!c ord , I a m  P!l.u l !'!. ::; n t g ;J me r y .  'the S't4t� Co�nder of 'th-e 
Voet e r'l!Ions of F o :" e :!. £ n  'Wars a f th2 Un i t ed Sta ": e s .  repr�5enting the S 't a t e  
at J c!:'1o. Th� \'", -:e r a ns of Fa:r.;! i !:"n W ", r s ,  :!. s a n  a r g a n i = a � i o n  af £.:...1._ !1!.lllQ!! }l[t!n ar..:i 'i::!!!8:n w:;'OTD I2av.; serv2 d t h :' s  cDun'try o'-."e TS-=lI. S ::'n t : 1'tl'i!  . 
at Host i l e Ope:-a't i on s  

For � n y  year-a. t : ' e  V",, 't e- r ar,s :Jl For-2 i g n 'Ja r S  h ", s .  a n d  C ':: :-,t :;, n l..:.:l;S 't .:l  
p'UTsue a l l  a ve n'Je s at a sre.'J.t ."I.nd pe ace f u l N!I.'t i a n . Those .... ho h!l.V2 
served Qv.;rseas d::..lr i ng ·.'�r 't i :ne .  have wi t :'.e sse d t h e  =a n y  a t ros ::, 't .. e;; 
and horrors of W!lT tc:-n ,.a -: :. o n s .  vle n2'J2!" ;.;ant t a  S 2 2  � :-.1! S2 't h 1 n.;o: s in 
this wonde r f u l  '::oun":ry �f 01.::-S. We ha ve a l wa v 5  st r i ve d 1:. 0  a s s i S t -
leaders in roa : nta 1 n i ng ?eac € .  Each yea r .  a '1: ·  our Na 't i cf!.!ll 
Conven t i ons , '\ole pass r1! S O l 1..: ": l ons t o  t h i s e t i e c t. .  HOw'3v� r ,  i t  h!ls 
a l ways been and see ::s i 'l:  .... :, ::. ::. a l '\olays b� , �hat 't o  ha" � a :".a": i oO} :n 
pftace, a nat i o n  4.·..: s '":  0'; s't:-::m:; ::. n  i t ' ;o !!.'� 't :' 9.�1. D�!.:1!!�§: 
'With that t ho ugh": :':. :::' n,:!' , ",: :. i s  i :;  th.f! r .., ,,, . o n  t :;.:l't r a:tl aP?"i!'·!l :- i ns: 
be f or e you t h i s  o!Io i 't�rnoon 1 n D"=.'h!l l t  a t  '1:hE b u i l d i ng a nd opera O: l n g  
the S . I . S . i n  l cia:\o. ::-::-om ", 1 1  o i  ' t n e  'tes":: l.r.lonv. n e w 'S  r� 1 2aSiE :; and 
informa"CiCin 'that i.as �E-:n r 2 l -:ased , 'th9 S .  I . S . - w l l 1  pr07ide a ve r y  
valllable l i n k. i n  -:. n e  lj!l "t i ;:) n!ll. D.e i e nse of 't�e U n i t e d S 't a 't .;! s  at A1'tl9r i<::a .  
and w i l l  he l p us 't o  ma i nt a i n  !l st r ong d e f e n s i VE pos 't u r e . 

'W. are s t r o n g l y  c o n v i n.:: -e.:l. -.: h!lt w i t h  thft l o ng v i !l b l E:  record o f  sa f et y 
and ope r a t i o n s  at t he t r:.!lr.::· 1'i!lt i ona l  :"abora t o r y , tn!l't thor r:'e �a r t J!:""= nt 
at Ener gy can and w i l l  :ut: n"': 3 1 n  a safe anC stro!'lB: opera t l !1 g  ia·:: l !. ! t y .  
From the recar:!. a 't  'toe : o.a:,,::. Nat ion.!! l Lab;:)rata!" v ,  w h i c b  i 5  a ·.'a i l i .!! o l .e  
to eve!"vane , i n  1 t ' $  ", a i e ": Y .  o:;.oera t l Ons and de ..... e l at;.�n't. i c, r  'the 'Dast. 
35 years i t  has t.,;en far ", ·::1o ... e " 

:-epro!lch C C ::::::Ipa r 2 d t �  o"tn2r s l rn i l l � r 
Fac i l i t 1 es or I nd 'Js" r i -= '5 .  

A� t h E!  State C':t�� r.,jer '=i f  't !.".-a V�te:" 3r.o o !  F ::Jre :!. �n wa:-$ In i daho,  whicn 
i s;  ave'!'" 7 , 400 ::::J.e:!:lbers s":'!'"c::;�, i hl!lov.e he ar·:: ,,: h :. s  pro] e .:: ": j . .  scusse::' t:lo!l n y  
t i m9 E> ,  both p r o  a n c.  <:: 0 •• a n d  l 't  i s  -:b-= va.s": :::I3 ,:1 '=i :- i t y  cp .. ::. i on o f  "tn.., 
Idahoan ' s  i n  t: h 1 ;;  �'!'"eo!lo� o; ;;::� ;". !. :;::l!Io t lon of F.!I."': :" l Ct i c D-ad ic"t�1 M.en a:'ld 

'JaI!l"j!n, t hat th"=.' S .  -: S ::.s � 'Jo!Io l '  ... a b 1 7  and :. '?c'?ssary or oj e·: t a nd shou l d 

g�g;�:�;h�;::��E:i�U�;I;:�:::��h�:�;�rm�gi:���;;:���::��� 
the D�par�1DQnt o f  Ene rgy ,  that they J:la y  cc;::1:IIE nce c o ns"truct 10n as soon 
a. P05s 1 b l e  at t he I da h o  Ch'li!I:I.ical Process1ng P l an t located at the 
I daho Nat j anal Engineering Ll'\boratary 

Thank you for prOV i d i ng me the apport-unity to appear before t h i s  group 
to expres. the v i e �  and f u l l  suppor t at the Veterans at Foreign Wars 
and all i t ' s>  members i n  Idaho for this proj e c t .  
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/l/�" � N AM E :  l/-< 0<-02 
A D D R E S S : ?' 6 0 � .  
C I T Y : � /' 't.A. [t 37t? <f 
O C C U P A T I O N : � 

I w o u l d  l i k e to s p e a k  i n  f a v o r  o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e  S : I : S :  

p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I : N : E : L :  

I h a v e  1 i v e d  i n  I d a h c: f o r  ;23 y e a r s : I h a v e  n e v e r  

s e e n  c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k  s o  d e p r e s s e d : I d o n : t  t h i n k 

t h e r e i s  a f a m i l y ,  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t e d  by h a v i n g  

s om e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r ,  o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  

t h e  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  w o r k : O r  t h e y  l e f t  

b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r k  t h e y h a d  p a i d s o  l i t t l e ,  t h e y  c o u l d  

s e e  n o  f u t u r e i n  I d a h o : 

I f  t h e  S : L S :  i s  g o i n g to be b u i l t  s o m e w h e r e ,  a r e  

w e  g o i n g  t o  s a y  " n o "  t o  o v e r  ( 4 00 ) c o n s t r u c t i o n j o b s , 

" n o "  t o  ( 4 1 0 )  d i r e c t  a n d  ( 3 4 0 )  i n d i r e c t  p e r m a n e n t  

p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  a r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  s a y  " n o "  t o  ( 1 , 0 5 0 )  
s u p p u r t i n g  j o b s  w i ( h l n  t h e  c o mm u n i t y a t  l a r g e ?  C o u n t  

t h e m ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  o v e r  ( 2 , 2 0 0 )  j o b s : G o  I w a n t 

t h e  S : I : S :  p r o j e c t  to c o m e  to I d a h o ?  Y e s ,  I w a n t  t o  

b e  a b l e  t o  w o r k  f o r  a c h a n g e : 

1 . 1 
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PUBLIC COMMENT SIS PROJECT INEL LOCATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

DEAR COMMITITEE MEMBERS; 

As a Boise businessman and Idaho resident I would like to go 
on record as opposing construction of the SIS at INEL and favoring a 
no action alternative. 

The areas of my concern are many. The ones I wish to 
address here now deal primarily with saitey. 

First is the transportation of feed plutonium into Idaho and 
waste and product material out of  Idaho. This, I feel,  is the time of 
greatest exposure to accidents. The name coined by DOE for its 
transport vehicle , the SST or Safe Secure Transport has a nice r ing 
to it  but so did the name Titanic. A name that gave its passengers a 
truly false fee l ing of secu rity . Accidents are j u st that,  
unpredictale happenings. With SST vehicles traveling roadways 
shared by a huge crossection of drivers with varying driving skills, 
the DOE drivers skill alone is far too narrow a margin of insurance 
against the many possibilities for accidents. Causes ranging from a 
sleepy commercial trucker to a DUI  motorist veering off course to 
weather related accidents al l  could bring about a worse case 
scenario. 

In  my next area of concern I direct you to the DEIS section 
three, characterizations of the IN EL, sub heading seismic and 
volcanic activity page 11 second paragraph. I quote "Because the 
INEL is located in a province bulit principally by volcanic eruptions, 
there is a potential for resumption of volcanic activities Volcanic 
processes that might affect facilities at the INEL are ' flows, 
earthquakes associated with volcanism, ground defo and 
explosive eruptions". Then in the summary sentance of ;hp- . o . e  ' n q  
paragraph i t  says "safley-related problems d u e  t o  lava flow� � ,  . .  c .  
anticipated." The next paragraph ends stat ing "saftey- r e i _ :  
problems d u e  t o  sympathetic tectonic earthquakes a n d  earthquake 
due to magma movement are not anticipated." M ust we test Mother 
natures patience by not anticipating safley related problems caused 
by her always u npredictable nature? 

With a D E I S  document wh ich 
complete, accurate or useful imformation 

sports a discl a i m e r  for 
printed on the inside of 
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5 . 1 0 . 1  
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its cover how can the DOE expect us to hold it as a credible source 
for safley predictions. 

I urge those persons in our government with decision making 
powers to consider the testimony of concerned citizens vying for 
the no action alternative. 

In closing let us Idahoans not forget that a nuclear weapons 
production facility such as SIS at INEL places us in the Enemy's 
crosshairs as a strategic target for nuclear agression. 

Robert Stauts 
33 1 7  Morris Hil l  
Boise, Idaho 83706 
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In 19£18 Thom.ils. J e f f e r- s o n  !O.a l d ,  �The c a. r e  o f"  h u lTWo.l'l l i f e  And h a p P l n ll S s. ,  

.. n d  n o t  t h e i r  d . � t l"' y c t i o n , i s  t h e  f i r s t ... n d  o n l y 1 . � l t l lTWo. t .  o b j e c t  o f" 

9 0 0 d  g ove r n me n t . n )!'J. t..., .... -t w e .lc o n s l d lt r i n g  i n  t h e  S I S  c �n n o t b e  J u d g e d  to be il d e C I S l o n  1 0  t h e  

t n t a r e s t !>  o f  t h e  l i f • .a n d  h il,p p i n . s �  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  i t  I S  e c o n o m l C .lld l y  

-t: a n u o u s , e n  ... i r o n me n t a l l y h az3. ...- d o u .s. , p $ >' c h o  1 o s!  I c a l l y h a.r mf u 1 an d mOl" OI. l l y  wr o n g . 

Each o f"  us m u s t  s t r u g g l e  th r o u Si h o u t 0 1,.1 '-- l i v lII s w i t h  w h  ... t is g o o d  o r- b .- d , 

w h A t  11. r i g h t o r  w r o n g . Of t a n  !.I .  mu s t  t .. ..: . ... c l o s 8 r  1 0 0 1(  w h a n  

d e c i s i o n s . It m,ay . " . m  g o o d  f o r  t h e  e c o n omy to h ,a, v lI  .a b i l l i o n d o l l  ... r .. 

...d d e d  to Jd .h o . I "t  m<J.Y ... � rn  SII o o d to h ... v v  t h e � .  J o b  • .il.v.il. i l  .. b l .  f o r  "t h e  

u n e mp l o y e d .  I "t  millY " 1iI 1iI 1TI  � o o d - -b u "t  o n l y  .. t il f i r s t  .a. n d  c u r l. o r y  1OI 1  .. n c e . 

I n  "t h e  p r iv s ta 9 4 c t o r  o n e  b k l l  i o n  d o l l  ... rs c o u l d II'Ml a n  S9,'U)(l J o b :i  I n l t  . ... d 

of .. f e w  h u n d r . d . No t o n l y  11. "t h lil S I S  .a. t et mp o r  ... ry .a.nd s h o r "t  r .a n g l n g  

b o o s "t ,  i t  J . a.pord i z a� I d  ... h o ' s  "t w o  s "t r o r ' Sl IiI I. "t  e c o n o m i e s b a c  ... u .. e I t  t • 
.. cc 1 d " n t  I� . i t  I n lil  "t o t, .. !> ., . n , e 1 "t t l e r  ... t t h e . i te or on t h e  h i g h w  ... y s . So , 

11: m,y 5 e e m  9 0 0 d  to h ... ve t h i s  mo n a y  �p e n "t h a r e , b u t  l o o l( i n g  c i a  . . .. , 1 t ' s 
n o 1:  9 " " 0 .  

No "t  o n l y  i s  i "t  n o "t g o o d , i "t  i s.  mo .. ..  l l y w r o n g .  To man u f .il.c t u r . mora 
p l u"t on tum f o r  w lil aF' o n 5.  w h e n  iII l r  . ... d y  h a v e  a n o u Si h  "t o  d a s "t r o y  t h e a n t Ir a 

c r e at 1 0 n  f o r eve .. , to f u n d  iln ..... ms r ac e in t h .  f ... ce of g r o w  i. n g  p r· o b l a nlll. 

... nd o p p o r "t u n i t h ! s  f o r ad .. ' a n t; a s  in m&r d i c a i  .and I. o c l a l  .il.r lll n a S , tt' I S  I S  
w r O n g . W a  a r e  n o t  a s t r o n:;! c o u n t r :,.' w h e n  lol a  d ive r t  f u n d !!.  f r o m  S O C i a l  
p r o Sl " .1ms. , 101 ... a r e  n o t il s.t r o n � c o u n t r y  w h e n  o u r- � lIiI o p l e  a r 'i  h u n Sl " '"  and 

h O lll&! i a s s . We t, a ... e an i n c r e d i b l e f e d e r  ... ! d e f i c i t ,  m.a. i n l y  d'-le to t h e  

d e ma n d 5  o f  s <;! c I.l r i t y  h u n g .<:! r  t h 3. t  i s  o u t  o f  c o n tro l ,  t h .a. t  W i l l  n o t  b a:  

s at i s f  ied  t , y  ma r ", n u c ! e al' w � .a.l> o n s .  

We ar€.' n o t  a. s t r o n g  c o u ntr y w h e n  lol a  i g n o r e  t h e  e t e r n a l l y  d i s as t r a Y S  

e f f e o: t s.  o n  t h a  s; l o b a. !  er,V 1 r o n fTIQ n t . Th e O E I S  i n d i c at a s  w i $ h f u l  t h l n l( i n Si  

t h ai: b o r d e r s  o n  d e c e  i t  I.Ih e n i t  S. U 9 g e S t s  t h at t h e  r l l1o i<. S o f  t r a.n s p ort I r.SI , 
p r o c e !- s i n :il  �nd s t a r  i n s;  p t u t o n i!Jrro c o nt a m i n ate d  (nat iil r l a l  a" l11 mUl l m  ... l ,  

2 . 7 . 2  
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Io t at i ,. t i c a l l �· i n !" i g n i f i c "'1n t  ... n d  w i t h i t ,  tt",e ac c e p t ab l e  r an g t: .  C l a y 

N i c h o l s  s t a. t e s  t h e.  S I S  15- "1 t l( l!'!  .,. h o s p i t a l , n o t  .a. 9 r u b b y  f .a.c t o r y . " 1">11'" . 
N i c h o l 5- ,  w h a t  a ... � y o u  t h i n K i n Si  of "a Naz i h O .l> p i t .-. l , w h . r e  p .... t i . t o" t 5- w . ... . 

. ).( p  . ... l rne n t ll d  w i t h  ... . 'iI .ot.r d I Q s �  of t h . l r  '�nl.ol i l l l. n 'il n . s .J.  to b ll  th . ... . , t o  d i . ?  

Tn I !.  i 5- a P t! c u l  i ar C o r,)p ar 1 5 0 n -o n e  th at e n d e a v o r s.  to c o r,, :: e a l  t �,e 

n a t 'J r ",  of t h i s f ac t o r y  of war "lII.n d  de at h ,  ,. p r Od'J c t l o n  p l an t  w i t h  

P 'J r p o s e : p r o d u c i n g  t h ll  da do.d l i e s. t c o mp o n e n t  o f  n u c l t: a r " b o mb s. . I t  IS n o t  

a t  -1. 1 1 I i l( e  a h o s p  i t .a. l , i t  1 3  o n l y ", , j 4! a t h  f a c t o r y , ... 1 1  I n d u s t r y  wa d o n ' t  

n "! '!! d .  We a l r . ad ),  h a v e  e n o u g h  n u c l e a r  W (i, a p o n s.  t o  d e l. t r o y  a l l  o f  l i f e , a l l 

of U � , a l l o f  c h i l d r " n ,  a l l o f  t h e  R'J s � i ..a.n s , a l l o f  t h e il' c h i l d r e n , 

a l l p a o p l e  e ar t h , .a. l l o f  t h e  c h i l d r fo n  o f  e a r t h , ... 1 1  an i n).il. l s. ,  .a. 1 I 
p I .a. n t s , ... 1 1  1 i f e . 

P l e a s e  d o n ' t  p r e t e n d  to F o u r s e l v lI l.  t h a t  u s. i ll Sl  o n e  b i l l i o n  d .;d l .a.r" s I n  

I d .a. h o  a n d  c r e a. t  l n 9  .. f 'll w h'Jn d r ll d  t e m p o r .a. r )'  J o b s  i s  w o r t h a d d  l n 9  t o  t h e  

6 . 2  .iI. ! r e ad y i n t o l e r ab l e  b u r ' d a n  o f  f e a,' t h  ... t w e  c r lll: .il. t e d  w i t h  o u r  

6 . 3  

m l lo � u  i d . o::! p r  l o r  I t  i a s . 

The DOE c o u  I d I i v a  t o  i t ,.  n a me -O It P ar t rrN n t  o f  Er, . r g y - .a. n d  s p .nd .iI. 
b i l 1 1 1') n  in 0'..11' Io t ..a. t l!t  r ll n e w ab l ",  a rHt r Sl Y  r Q s e .il.rt;h , c o n t r  i b u t a  t o  .a. f u t u  ... . 

f o r  o u r  Iot .. tll .and our c h  1 1  d r . " , avo ld t h e  r l a K  of c o n t .a.rrd n . t  ton  
o f  O'Jr e n v i r o n me n t , .a n d  a n s w e r  w i t h  C O n f l d e n c .  t o  t h e  m o  r .il.  I ilTlP ll r at lvlII o f  

1 i v i n g  i n  t h e n u c l e .r a Sil e . 

�Kw. �� 
'2rd1CL.j �sdl 
1'0 fux ID'tS mCC::u.L TV '6%3ii 
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STIITEMENT FOR HERR ING MRReH 26, 1 988 
I. Why begin SIS before the demonstration tacilitly has ooen 
successfully operated and a tinal plant design prepaired and 
approved? 

2 . 2 . 4  

2. What emergency plans have been developed in the event of an 5 .  7 . 1 0 
accidental spill of radioactive material enroutae to lNEL or trom 
INEL? 

3 .  Why risk such serious transport contamination when the N 
Reactor at Hanford could process "on site" and m1llions have been 
spent at Hanford on the N Reactor. 

4. What about storage problems? Will the SIS waste remain at 
INEL along with the eXisting waste, stored at INEL for over 20 
years on a temporary basis? 

I oppose SIS in Idaho until these questions are satisfactorily 
answered. 

Dee Brazil 
PO Box 1330 
McCall 

5 . 2 9 . 3 1  
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1 . 1 I a..-n writin� to express my opposition to the SIS. 

5 . 1 2 . 1 

6 . 2  

2 . 7 . 9  

6 . 2  

3 . 3 . 2  

I oppose the SIS on two prim .. ry IIrounds. The tirst is 
environmental: To contaminate the Snake River aquifer tor 20,000 
years of tuture ienerations with deadly plutonium waste would be 
unconscionable and the chances: ot doini so are rather high. This, 
carnbined with the chance of enviornrnental contaIn.ination while 
transporting extremely ha28.rdous materials seeross the state make 
tp.e SIS t .. r too risky tor the handful ot jobs it would create. 

My second objection is perhaps .. "moral" objection. The U.S. 
already has enouih bombs to end the world in a nuclear winter 
over 100 times. Thi:s: civilization ending capacity in it..3elt is 
inunoral, ridiculous, extremely dangerous and should be stopped 
and certainly not accellerated via even more production ot weapons 
lV"ade plutonium. In addition, I oppose the use ot tax money tor 

this purpose. 

I hope Idaho doesn't want to trIOde .. mere 750 jobs tor both the 
very real threat to its environment (perhaps forever), and 
becomini the host tor the prod.uction ot even more bombs to end 
this pl .. net. I hope Idaho can be known tor somethinll mor .. 

worthwhile. 

�vC# 
Richard Platt Po (5o,x- 15�O !11cLaJ! .E:I !'5bj'O 
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S t a tement for presentation at SIS meeting 

i n  Boise on March 26 , 1988 . 

We oppose the SIS pro j e c t  because the nation 
is awash in p1utoniulll. and there is no logical 
reason t o  process more. 

And we c e r tainly do not n e e d  i t  for· more 
weapons production considering the fact that 
this country ' 8 nuclear weapons stockpile is 
sufficient now t o  wipe out t h e  world several 
times ove r .  

'fie do n o t  w a n t  t h e  State o f  Idaho t o  become 
a waste dump. Neither do we want t h e  high
ways o f  Idaho t o  b e  used for transporting 
danp;erous waste disposal thru our communi
ties . 

r�f � -{".J_ llk4 (/7te<vy,r",.;A ���eri
1 

E .  Newcomer Emily C. 'Newcomer 

McCall t Idaho 
83638 
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TESTDIONY ON THE SIS PROJECT 
SITING AT THE IKEL 

The Draft Environmental statement for the SIS project is 

concerned with economic, environmental , and safety concerns . I 

am satisfied with the conclus ions in that document . In addition, 

I am in favor of si ting the SIS proj ect at the INEL for the 

following reasons : 

1 .  The Legislative and Executive branches of the Federal 

government have determined that a need for additional military-

grade plutonium exists . The AVLIS process is the least expensive 

method of providing for that need. 

2 .  The INEL contractors have amassed an excellent record 

for sa fety in their handling of nuclear materia l s .  I believe 

that WINeD will manage the SIS project with at least the same 

degree of concern and safety. Furthermore , the proj ect 

represents only a small increase in the amount and burden of 

nuclear materials handled at the site . 

3 .  The j obs represented by the operating staff o f  the SIS 

will be replacements for j obs that are being phased out as 

projects end. Without the SIS, total employment at the INEL will 

decrease and the already depressed economy of Southeas"C Idaho 

will suffer. 

4 .  The SIS offers a significant opportunity for the 

manufacturing economy of the region . Some of the parts and 

subassemblies for the project are within the current capabilities 

of the state ' s  firms. With this opportunity, and with federal 

and state cooperation and assistance, Idaho vendors can upgrade 
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their capabilities to supply more, not only for this project but 

others . 

5 .  Laser i sotope separation, upon which the AVLIS 

technology is based, holds great promise for industrial and 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  
commercial use . This proj ect represents the f irst use of the 

technology in a production s ituat ion . I ndividuals and 

organizations involved at this early stage should have a 

significant competitive advantage as the technology grows toward 

;1d(l((}() 
5 1 8 0  Pinyon �� 

commercialization. 

Pocatello, Idaho 8 3 2 0 4  
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SIS Testimony Pg 1 

I do no t come to the se hearings to speak f� the ec onomic impact , 

nor the environmental affect of the SIS pro j e c t  to the State of Idah o .  

Nei ther d o  I come to bear te stimony as t o  the mili tary rel evance o f  

SIS t o  the national security of the Nation. Rather, I come t o  bear 

t e stimony to the impact of thi s pro j ec t  on the soul o f  the nation 

and specifically I daho . 

The soul is the moral fiber which b inds peo�le tog ether.  I t  is 

the communal sense o f  right and wrong in a s o c i ety. To " sell ones 

saul" as the c l i c h e  goes, impli e s  one has lost or given up 

the int egrity of choosing rightne s s  and wrongne s s .  I t  i s  t h e  soul 

or th �con9cienae�hich i s  v iolated when certain atro c i t i e s  are 

commi tted such as c h i ld abu s e ,  v i ol ent k i l l ing s ,  gross negligence 

in business when environmental conc erns are ignored . 

I b e l i eve v e ry deeply that the construction of thi s plant, with 

i ts primary purp o s e  b e ing to further the proli feration o f  nuclear 

arms ) wi l l  be a deadly blow to the soul of our state . 

No pe' rson can, with integrity and conv i c ti on and faith in a 

divine creator, argue for the production and deployment of nuclear 

arms. There is a fundamental contradiction i n  terms b e tween having 

faith in a divine and bui lding one more nuclear weapons fac i l i ty .  

T h i s  contradiction i s  no more plainly evident than i n  the 

insignia printed on each of our coins.  IN GOD WE TRUST is printed 

boldly for a nati onal reminder, and yet the reality i s : IN NUCLEAR 

WEAPONS WE TRUST . 

When a nation and state lives with this contrn dictbn there begins 

a loss 0 :  intregity with our soul'  

2 . 7  . 1 0 
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SIS pg 2 

The passion by which proponents argue for the need o f  the SIS pro9uction 

can be compared to the passion by whi c h  Hindues i n  Benglidesh worship 

their primary God ,VISHNU. The dedication to Vi shnu is so great that 

a huge replica � th i s  god is built and mounted on huge wheel s .  Devotees 

tug and pull this repl i c a  around shou ting prai ses and �ayingi t homage . 

All is fine until V i s hnu and this huge wagon begins to roll by i t s  own 

motivation down a hil l .  Hundreds are crushed under i t s  whee l s .  But 

thats OK since it is a sacrificeto Vi shnu . Mo s t  of us look at this 

worship as primitive.  

The reality i s  that this worship of Vi shnue is a direct parallel 

t o  our own national obsession with security and pre s e rvation through 

nuclear weapons productbn. 

Arnold J Toynbee has said " the cult of national sovereignty has 

b e come mankinds major religion. Today the national state i s  God. " 

Mi l i tary strateg ist s ,  like the worshipers of Vi shnu , are 

perfectly wi lling to offer up lives of the innocent for the god of 
are used 

mi li tary preparedn e s s .  Terms such as " acceptable l o s s e s " A to describe 

the thou sands who would die innocently i�uclear war .  

We have become dehuman i z e d  and lost the elementar�ense of horror 

and angui sh that nuclear war woUld bring to thi s  c o untry and the world . 

P?yJpIOgists would call this failure to look rea li stically at our 

condition as denial . Most have a mental block to the reality of the 

consequences of an SIS pro j e c t  indthe link to nuc lear war .  

Thirty years ago a huge tidal wave approached the Hawai ian i sland s .  

People were warned of t h e  )0 foot wave approachi�g . Many f l e d .  But 

many stayed refusing to b e l i eve . One school teacher even took her c la s s  

to t h e  waters �dge to wat c h .  

g e t  t h e  distinct feeling , when I hear o f  the great resource 

this plant will have to Idah o ,  that people are refusing � li sten 

o.)..L ...J � lJ � 

to the vo i c e  of t h e ir soul and are rushing to the water' s edge of 

nuclear di saste r .  noes Idaho want to be a part of this tidal waVe 

and rolling jaggernaut of nuclear proli feration? I ,  for one , do not ,  

and nei ther d o  many of the people i n  the Christian tradi tion I represent. 

Larry Haude r ,  pastor 
Hyde Park Mennonite Fellowship 
1520 N. 12th 
Boi s e .  Idaho 8)702 

1 . 1 



co 
w 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4 

5 . 2 7 . 1 . 5  

E 1 9 7 
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Gail Kirgis 
1809 N .  24th Street 
Boi s e .  10 83702 

I have a riddle for you -- What one .... ord will Idahoans respond 
to, almost automatically? -- My answer i s , "Jobs" -- and 
a f t e r  reading the Draft Environmental S t atement (DES ) and 
l i s t e ning to the public relations work the Depar tment o f  Energy 
has been doing i n  the past few weeks I have t o  think that the 
Deparcment of Energy ans .... ered the riddle the same way. 

Jobs __ Yes , our s t a t e  economy i s  depressed right no.... . We all 
know that agriculture , lumber ,  and mining have been hit hard. 
�nd s o  when someone wiggles the offer o f  jobs i n  front of us, .... e 
tend t o  act like a trout going for a f l y .  Howeve r ,  as those of 
you who are fishermen -- or fisher .... omen -- kno .... , a smart trout is 
a .... ary and suspicious creature. So .... e .... ould do .... e l l  t o  look a t  
t h e  supposed j o b  opportunities from t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  l i k e  a trout 
inspecting a fly, and ask some questions. 

Questions like ho .... many jobs .... 111 this proj e c t  really open u p  
for Idahoans? 

We l l ,  the DES says that at peak construction time they .... i l l  
r e q u i r e  a b o u t  440 .... orkers a n d  one-half o r  ZZO of t h o s e  .... ill b e  
s k i l l e d  construction .... o r k e r s .  S o ,  for t h o s e  i n  the construction 
trade s , such as elect ricians , carpenters , SIS offers about 220 
j o bs __ for about t .... o years. And they e s t imate that about 
one-fourth of those .... i l l  be brought i n  from out of s t a t e .  That 
leaves us .... i t h  165 ne .... jobs -- for about 2 ye a r s .  For the r e s t  
of the time , t h e  res t of t i m e  being 7 or 8 y e a r s  s i n c e  t h a t "' s  t h e  
expected life of t h e  S I S  plan t ,  S I S  .... o u l d  employ about 1 5 0  
workers in construction - - a n d  .... hen .... e s u b t r a c t  the out-of-s tate 
worker s ,  that leaves us with lIZ j ob s  for about 7 or 8 years. 

So .... hat does SIS really offer t h e  construction workers of 
Idaho? 1 6 5  jobs f o r  two years and 112 j obs for about 7 years. 

We l l ,  .... hat about operating personnel .... hen the SIS i s  up and 
running? In the DE S ,  they e s t imate that plant operation will 
require 440 people. And guess what -- they e s t imate i n  the DES 
on page 4-6 that a l l , every one , of these j o b s  .... ill be filled by 
out-of-state people. 

Wel l ,  the S I S  promoters have also been t e l l i n g  us t o  consider 
a l l  the j o b s  that will be created because of economic boom 
started by the S I S .  The number used by the DOE t o  guess ho .... many 
extra j obs .... ill be created is , i n  f ac t ,  a most hopeful if not 
t o t a l l y  inaccurate numbe r .  I .... on .. t bore you .... ith s t a t is t icS -
that .... as my lIIa j o r  i n  college but I have come to appreciate that 
not everybody i s  fas cinated by s t a t i s t ics -- Let me just say , 

that the number the DOE uses to produce their figure on new j obs 
might be the right one 1£ -- and only if -- the Idaho F a l l s  a r e a  
h a d  no available housing , h a d  a l r e a d y  crowded schoo l s , and had 
shopping and service indus tries j u s t  barely adequate for the 
people .... ho already live there. Ho .... eve r ,  that is hardly the c a s e .  

S o  .... h e n  w e  l o o k  c a r e f u l l y  and a l i t t l e suspiciously a t  the 
SIS propos a l .  i t  appears t o  offer us slightly over 100 jobs for 5 2 7  7 3 about 7 years , and perhaps bet .... een 100 t o  200 more service j obs • • •  

for that period of time. Wel l , as Senator Symms has o f t e n  said , 
there a r e n "' t  any free lunches around here. So .... hat do .... e have t o  
give up i n  order to get these j o b s ?  

Wel l ,  a s  taxpayers .... e have to he l p  p a y  f o r  t h i s  p l a n t  - - at 
the moment , the price tag is s e t  at about $1 billion. And 
conSidering the s i z e  of the national d e f i c i t  I building the SIS 
makes about a s  much economic sense as a family buying · a Ferrari 
on their .... ay t o  bankrup tcy hearings. 

And , more import an t l y ,  we Idahoans have t o  be .... i l l ing to 
expose those .... ho 11 ve in the INEL area a s  .... e l l  as those .... ho live 
along the transportation routes used t o  carry the plutonium feed 
and plutonium-contaminated .... astes t o  a l l  the possible dangers 
that come .... ith .... orking with plutonium. We have to be .... i l l i ng to 
risk losing our recreational industry i n  southern Idaho if there 
is � trucking accident like the one last year near Riggins . We 
have to be .... i l l ing to risk losing our agricultural industry i f  
t h e r e  are a n y  contamination accide n t s .  And .... e h a v e  t o  p r a y  f o r  a 
very long time , like about 2 0 , 000 yea r s , that there are no severe 
earthquakes in the INEL area. 

Wel l ,  the trout who lives long kno .... s he doesn"'t have to go 
for every f l y  he .... s offered. And frankly, this i s  one Idahoan who 
i s  .... i l l ing to take the time t o  search for some other offers that 
look a t  l i t t le l e s s  poisonous and perhaps a l i t t le more honestly 
dressed. • 

Z ...,,.Jri � 0/0 ,_ "" N. �d _',""'4., .,1111,,;., � Its 
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The nuclear � en i e  has been out of the bot t l e  for a long 
time. No one is �oing to put it back in. The ques t for 
s c ientific knowl edg e  should be encours�ed by society. As citizens 
we do have the obligation and the ri�ht to ques t ion the uses 
that the knowled�e is put t o .  

S IS is a production f a c i l i t y  to produce weapons grade 
pluton iu�. At the present time there is a ' g l u t '  of pluton ium 
in the U . S .  I f  w e  l imit the number o f  s trategic weapons by 
treaty, there will be even more plutonium available. If the 
facility is to be an admitted Iredundancy� why build i t ?  

The nuclear genie has not been trained to handl e  its 
own waste effectively. I f ,  as our s t a t e  officials tell us, 
" Idaho is too great to l i t t er" then why are they wil l ing to 
l i t ter it with nuclear by-products . I d on ' t  want Idaho to 
become an ever-expand in� was te dump loc a t ion , for some o f  the 
nas tiest stuff on the face of the earth. If the materials 
are not s tored in Idaho, then they will b e  travelling our 
hi�hways along with the plutonium oxide raw material from 
Washin�ton and the weapons grade plutonium gOing to Colorado. 
A highway accident could have a serious environmen tal imp a c t .  

T h e  earth is an enclQsed sys tem where everything 
we do a f fect s  not j u s t  ourselves but the entire s y s t em. 
We need to look beyond what is good for Id aho Fal l s ,  the State 
o f  Idaho toward the good o f  all the world . The Chernobyl d i s a s ter 
showed that we can b e  affected by a d i s a s t er h a l f  a world away. 
Nationally we are c u t t ln� funding for social programs in order 
to balanc� the budg et . Can you j u s t i fy the expen d i ture 
for S IS in t erms of long t erm benefit to c iv i l i z a t ion through 
improved quality of l i fe, Scientific advan c e s ,  protection 
from death in a nuclear war? Is the short term financial gain 
to the S ta t e  o f  Idaho worth the p o s s i b l e  long term c o s t ?  

�".��� .�. ;p..r-
Dorothy a. Hansen 
2415 Eldorado 
3 0 i , e ,  Id aho 83704 
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Members of the pane l ,  my name i s  Jerry Carter and I live a t  1224 
E o  Bannock h e r e  in BOi s e .  I ' d  like to offer my thanks f o r  your 

being hereto l i s ten to the t e s t imony concerning the S I S  projec t .  Were 

this forum not mandated by law, I doubt you would grace us with your 

prescence or time , and I hope you w i l l  be able to truly comprehend th 

feeling of the ma jority concerning this mat t e r ,  so again welcome . 

I ' d  l i k e  to read a quote from the draft EIS . " If the S I S  project is 

not constructed and operated, t h e  f l eX i b i l i t y  and contingency in the 

produc tion of weapon-grade p l utonium that would be prOVided by the S I S  

project would not be achieved. T h e  operation of DOE ' s  nuclear 

mater i a l s  production complex for weapon-grade plutonium would continue 

to be delineated on an annual b a s i s .  The no a c t ion a l t ernative would 

not r e s u l t  in changes to continuing operations at the Hanford S i t e ,  

t h e  SRP, o r  any o t h e r  DOE s i t e . Blending fuel grade p lutonium with 

newly produced plutonium o f  higher than weapon-grade purity w i l l  con

t i nue to provide an opt ion for the production of weapon-grade 

plutonium irrespective o f  whe t h e r  the SIS project is constructed 

and operated " .  When the DOE l i s t  no action as a viable option, i t  i s  

beyond me why w e  n e e d  the S I S  in I d a h o  or anywhere . A r e  there no 

other out l e t s  in our country to spend one b i l l ion d o l l a r s ?  Are there 

no more useful pro j e c t s  for s c i e n t i f i c  minds under our employ than to 

develop a technology whose only use can result in death and destruct

ion? Are we a s  a n a t ion so paranoid and insecure about our national 

defense that we have t o  bury ourselves ever deeper in the rut o f  

nuclear proliferation in o u r  w o r l d ?  I f  y o u  or anyone e l s e  can answer 

yes t o  any of those que s t ions , we might a s  well all jump out the 

window because our s i  tuation is t o t a l l y  hope l e s s . 

Our Govenor as we l l  as our e n t i r e  congre s s ional delegation backs the 

S I S  project as some sort o f  golden egg for our s ta t e , forgetting i t  

s e e m s  the mora l i t y  behind w h a t  t h i s  stands f o r  a n d  the p o t e n t i a l  for 

d i s a s t e r  and the short term bene f i t s  for the s ta t e  compared t o  the 

long term drawbacks . Organized labor backs this proj e c t  in an a t tempt 

to regain some dignity after t h e  right to work s lap i n  the fac e ,  and 

s e e  only their own narrow beni f i t s  concerning this i s sue . Whi l e  the 

general populace s t a tewide s tans t o  gain very l i t t l e  from any o f  the 

supposed bene f i t s  o f  this projec t ,  and the high l y  que s t ionable spin

o f f  jobs tha: are pro j e c ted . 
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1 must applaud the DOE ' s  attempt to reassure an unjustly I ' m sure 

hypersensitive pub l i c  that there is l i t tl e  danger in the transportation 

across our roads of one of the most deadly agents known to mankind .  In 

fact the risk of radiological exposure from these shipments is less 

than 1 / 1000 of a percent of an annual dose from natural background 

radiation. Under opt imum cond i t ions , that sounds very s a f e ,  but what 

worries me is the need to proceed at all c o s t  of the safe secure 

5 . 29 . I I I  transports and the DOE couriers . I t '  s enough to share the road with 

plutonium, but when the DOE can operate above the law w i t h  l icense to 

kill to insure that these transports proceed, ther i s  something 

3 . 2 . 2  

l . 1  

deadly wrong with such policy and prac t i c e s . I don' t feel safe for 

myself or my family with any a s surance of the DOE given their past 

history, and our shadow government has shown that i t  has no qualms 

about putting its own interests ahead of an unknowing public whether 

those interests be legal or not . 

So I must vehemetly oppose the construction of the S I S  pro j e c t  with 

hopes that reason w i l l  win out for a change .  Thank you. 

E 2 0 0  

b hib i-r Jf)O 
Mary E. McMurtrie 

343 2nd Street . Eagle. Idaho 83616 • (208) 939.8850 

Testimony ... Public Hearln�. S .l.S  . .. Boise . Idar.o, March 26. 1988 

1 2  and 1 )  .ye ar olds filft :�nto �'1�' classroom 9veryt!ay. 
150 "T SO of them. 

'lie study wore h ,  ideas and ideals. 
W. look at the world around us, past and pre sent. We tr.Y" not to look at the future . 

A simple un1t of study called, "Earth as Home" ... reqlJire d for the 7th Irf'ade. 

Ytl S ,  thev say, i t  1 5  our nom. , but lftI ' re afraid to live 1n it. 
Ytla, thev say, IftI know IftI share it with. the cru.tur'!s, but thev don't stle'll to be sut"Ti"' in�. 
And what of us? thtl.v ask. Can "" sU1"'l'ive ? 
Is this really nome? 

'nley ask the questions , but not too loudly . 
Thev turn instead . to the nelftlst hair-do or shade of denim. 
Thtl,v talk of movies and IllUd c  and partie s .  

Wan t t o  take th9 plllse o f"  Merica tomorrow? 
Live in an adolescent cla!lsroom today. 
"otice the skep�lcal eXDre ssion of a d i s trustin2 lleneration. 
We Uiac� thRI'I about the Con:ottH.ution ar."': �hE' 9ill of Qi'1';''':..!I. 
� re ac +.c :.her'l !'rCl- t!1e Ilre3"', thin .... ers 'lr.d ;noi"'.e!"'s o� •. � .. ·�'o!"'l:-: . 
W no!,,:�e!", !,�e ooetr;' o! v i s ionar ies. 

The-.. 1001.: uo fro- +�he ir bClok!' and 1.!!Ijt;, 
WhY. �b'!(l. do we build ":.�e bombs to blo,,", it? 

,. !ltand ',d.th le�son ? hn� a t  the ready .. :"ead.v !,o l"\ove on to the next c!'ia�ter. 
We da.re not �tay too long to Donder tho�e que �tlon�. We don ' t  have the an�lftIrs. 

The y s.e and s!lle 11 our fe ar • • •  
Then return to the bair-do, 
The moviu and. the mudc. 

fhe.r do not believe in preoaring for the real world. I t  is too fantastic. 
They are not concerned with the future . They are not convinced there 1s one . 

And an this time , 
They knoY there is no�hin� the.v can do about it. 
It doe�n't lI1a�ter how "Iany �pell1ng word.!l the.v mmoriu, 
The isotopt!l.!l �tlll are !leparated. 

The algebraic formulae seems to be quite clear, 
But what difference does 1 t  make 
COl'1pared to water IftI c an ' t  drink? 

The.v listen to our lectures on drug abuse and overuse 
Then turn to see us pollute the ir home . 

Thev know there 1 .!1  notnlnll: they can do about 1 t ,  
A.� they don't � e e  t h a t  an.v o f  us i� tr'finlr. . 
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Is a Who l l s t l c  Health Theran i s t , I as s i s t  ind i v i d ual ' s  to 
take resDon s l: 1 1 i t y  for their personal w e t l  b e l n� . I speak t o d a y  
t o  as� tr.at t h e  government , w h i ch r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  peopl e ,  t a k e  
r e s por.sl":;;1 1 1 t y  for th i s  GOOD EARTH ' s  h e a l t h  and w e l l  be ing . 

I!"! !l.y s t ud i es and trainings , I have b e e n  .sreat lz! !'nfluenced by 
the �A��P. and i t s ' HEALING capac i t y .  In fact , I c a l l  I DAHC __ 
A ?:eal !.ng: Stat e o  WHY? Because o f  i t s '  wat e r s . The l';atlve American 
wen� so tar as t o  ind i ca t e  that the rocks , w i nd ,  plant s ,  four le.sged, 
w l n�ed . trees and wat e r  are a l l  parts o f  the Eart h ' s  :am i l y .  It 
is as i f  th�s globe earth and a l l  who compr i s e  and inhabit i t  are 
inte�connecte�. C e l lularly we are commo n .  

��y '..1nderst:}nd!ng;- o f  Health i s  grest ly a t" f e c t e d  by � y  parsllel 
knowled�e o f  the qual i t y  o f  t h e  �other Earth ' s  WA�ER Syste�s . The 
hUman �e ing is over 90% wat e r .  I f  t h e  wB�er w e  consume i s  i nfected , 
we are i n f e c t e d . �here is no a c c ident that w i t h i n  NATCRE t h e  WATER 

d i s orders involved w i t h  the Ipmpha t i c / i m�une s y s t ems such as ADES , 
CArDI ;)AS , and �IARDIA are .. a:rowing at an epidem i c  pac e .  The COUSTEAU 

S o c i e t y  has �one so far as to report that t h e  ATUNTIC OCEAN wi llbe 
DEA: i:: 12 years unl e s s  mas s i ve changes occur at both the industrial 
and the in� i v i d ua l  oas i s .  It i s  t h e  t i�e t o  b e  i n t e l l �zent and 
we::": i:!1formed about water and not b l i n d e �  by j u s t  " pl:;,tonomiun glut any" 
for so�e future t im e . 

C'lrr'!!n t l y  at t h e  INEL locat i c n ,  nuclesr wa s t e s  are not b e ing 
properly d i s po s ed o f .  We have a lot of c h i e f s  Who want to u s e  only 
t h e i �  :rains t o  und ers tand the impact o f  nuclear s y s t em s ,  but few 
consc ientous c leaner-up�ers actuallY re�oving the dangers from our 
pre s c 1 �us water s y s t e� s . The pure location o f  the IXEL s i t e  over our 
vi�al water bat�o l i th should automat ically nec e s s i t a t e  relocat i on o f  
such earthly he.zard s ,  n o t  b u i l d in� the� u p .  

As a health consultant , I know o f  t�e i l l s  plaquei:1� !DB.nJ' o t"  my 
two-l���ed brothers and s i s t e r s  w h i c h  d i re c�y r e late t o  i� pu�e waters . 
Why are We so unable to h e v e  h i nd s ight/ Our waters m u s t  be protected 
�TCTH . As a f 1 :- t h  J::e!1�r a t iot! Ida.hoan, wit� roots stelIlm ln� t o  SE Ijaho , 
I k��w 0; t h e  pys c � o l o � i cal wound s Wh i c h  were i ncurred by many of my 
pee� zr�u�3 as g result cf s e e ! n� t � e  �us�room t e s t  �o�bs w h i c h  
exp:"o·.l :: e ';  :: 1  t he s k i e s  gbove Yeth d a .  

��e nl �ht�s r i s h  re�e�berl��s hurt s � � l l o  C h i ldret! today are 
wa�i!'!z . star�ed w�th preoccu�ied thou:h� 3 o f  nuc l ear- � y�e wa s t 1 n� o f  t h i s  
ea�"'::-: , 

�e sh�ul� v � ew o�r 1 3 n� s qnj 
C�e ��:-:'- � r  l �su!� to int e l l ! �e nc e c 

(':"1 ", . ' � "' r � � ��8j9 � � � : :  � .  
h e  · �·;!ttlTJ b e lo''-: 9 . .  :; SAC:iZ:C , 
r:C"'? :-:".3 t .... ·.e tac� ::-:e: t he r:-3:L 

C�t ··; g t e �  � ; � : i � y  !s � �  ?rimar� 

Some say we have inherited t h i s  earth ��oc our parent s ;  

Actually we are borrowing i t  fromour ch�:dre�/ 

We are res�ons i b l e  for tommorrow. �e ca�not li7e without 
CLEAN "tia t e r .  

As y o u  cons i d er a s s 1�ning t h e  respons i b i l i t y  f o r  act i ve creation 
o f  a substance that ind i s cri�anantly k�lls • • •  all theEart h ' s  family 
• • • •  study the stat i s t i c  o f  Wife abu s e ,  s e xual m i s conduct with .5G(fC ,de c h i ldren and the DEPRESSION AND lj.A�E • •  tou¥ o,;,tr�geous ev1dent 1?;> 
our SE Idaho commun1 t i e s  • • • • U, \1 tilt) ,  11/'ff 111(,1 -1£1 ' J  -nr::5t, PEOPLE WIlO ARE SE:-:SI':'I'lZ, PA!!:lICTIC ,  FEEE'IlCM 6-cl!I' 1:!dVERS reel 
w i  t h  that eart h ,  w i  �hJ. llt.},le 'II O LENCE rela.ted product that w i t h  one 
Natural phenomena tIIIIi �n CANNOT COrITRol occurs . • • • 

If it ' s  j o b s  and money that equates acceptance of the SIS rts vat 
W?OLIST!CLY it i s  im!Jera.tive to FEEL °o'fhat t s  i t ' s  like to not be �.v".,� 
abl� to DRIN"".l t h e  1iaters . � r- i-J r! tl ( 1)\ 's  

IJvf[ 
� /(� 
)J() . 
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�l.S£!��_!��'£Q£�_i������lQ:..._t�Q�i=! 
::ienat')r VcClure , Dr . , ic h 'J 1 3  <ind the Department ')f l:::n ergy :  
I a m  � e l 1 e  T , b ias , �c Call , :d;�h� 8 , 658 
It is rep'Jrted that there i �  en0ugh a va i l a b l e  plut�nium t'J 

trigger the planned nucl ear weapons , of w h i c h  the '"..,rld is trying 

to rid i t s e l f .  00 why are w e  considering t h i s  d anger"')u3 3 I �  
facility? Re£ardless ':I f  where i t  w'Juld be buill t ,  t h e  ::ation 

w'1uld be C'Jntarninated by it. There i s  n'J s:.lch t h ing as 11 away l1 . 

The I�El , reportedly "'l peratlng for peaceful ';]urp'J s e s , would be 

violated by thig munitions f�lct')ry , t h e  r e 3 earch havin.� been d 'J n e  

e l s e  ...... her e .  

I.ast fall t h e  t o wm J f  R i ggins l 0 s t  t � u r i s t  d 0 l lars when 

there was a cherr, i c a l  spill U P  t·h e :Jl t t l e  "';almcm River. I d ah J ' s  

t0urist indus trJ i s  thrivin& and w e  l o o k  fo rward t o  c � n t inued 

gr�wth , but what tourist would knJwingly put him or herself and 

family in j e� pardy fr�m rad iati?n m i � haps , and mishaps there are .  

rishaps grew fr0m over 2 3 00 i n  1979 t �  over 5000 i n  1983 . 
3 i n c e  that t ime the operati.:lg gr�ups a.�·e permi-:ted t� report 

only th?se mi shaps they s e e  fit t� c�nsid er s erious . I have 

learned tn have n0 f a i t h  in t h e s e  : ;elf-G Arving evaluations . We 

are all at r i sk &s t h i ::; material is hciuled i:1 unmarked v e h i c l e s  

?n s ecret v a r i o � s  h i ghway r l u t e s  �nd w � s t ed into ?ur s treams and 

aquifers . 

It is b eY '1I�d reas'Jn that t h e  s u bmi t t ed Jl':I.J w?uld ask us t� 
accept as !! i n s i f� i f icanttl , i t s  pred i cted increase in rad i J act ive 
vapors and was t e ,  along with incre�sed transportatiln If t h i s  
material w i th a k i l l in g  h a l f - l i f e  , f  � 4 , OOO years . 

To o f f er t r e ) I �  as b e n e f i c i a l ly l u c r a t i v e  t� c J mmunity and 
s tate am0unts t �" c ".;11 C , [ l;:;; eed lure t'" h:)')k t h e  j , b l e s s  and th')se 
predators with ci o l lar s i gn s  in t h e ir eye s .  Cnly a small pr?por
t ion ? f  the j obs wluld g? tJ new l l C � l  pel ple and tlle " b0o m!l , 
if any , wClUld repeat t h e  " b " 1 ffi  and b ... ::> t "  c y c l e  J1 l th er sh::>rt
term pr� j ec t s . 

People d e pj ') r e  t h e  threat of '� I::' � .  l'hey gJ t1 great l ength.s 
t J  prJmJte the !' r i �h t  tl l i f e "  and d � g  deep fJ r a cancer c ur e ,  
� o  reward their c � n c ern f?r l i f e  t y  : J u l i n �  t h e ir � e s t  w i th t h e  
vIJ i s  a savage w�y t') 3 J l v e  t h e  J ve: - p " p u l & t i o n  ?r; b l e � .  
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T h i ::: Coun t r y  I s n ' t  Wor t h  Our C h � ldr'":!n Anymore 

As a combat d i sabled veteran o f  the Viet Nam "'ar and L i f e  

Member o f  t h e  Disabled Ame r i c a n  V e t e r a n s  I t h i nk i ng" about t h i s  

S I S  proj ect t h e  o t h e r  day , ""hy d o  \ol e  need i t . i f  \ol e  d o ,  and ...,h a t  i s  

t h e  purpose o f  a l l  t h e s e  nuc l ear weapons w e  a r e  bui l d i ng . I s  i t  t o  

4 .  13 p r o t e c t  us from t h e  Soviet t h r e a t  t ha t  "' 8  perceive? I s  i t  t o  

r e t a l i a t e  i n  c a s e  o f  a n  a t t a c k  from s ome n a t i o n  t h a t  "' 8  a r e  n o t  

g e t t ing a l o n g  w i t h ?  W h y  w o u l d  w e  need a l l  o f  t h e s e  m i s s i l e s , "' h e n  

6 . 3  

a l r eady have enou<:;rh t o  k i l l  t h e  "' o r i d  many t im e s  over . It has c a u s ed 

me a l o t  o f  l o s l:  s l eep \oI o r r y i n g  about ho'" we can a f f o r d  to spend 

S 1 01 . 000 , OOO , OOO o n  i t . W e  cannot a f f o r d  to take care o f  t h e  

veterans w e  have n o..., y e t  "'e h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  t o  c r e a t e  m a s s ive amounts 

o f  n e  .... ones . 

There are so many needy t h ings to b e  done in t h i s  w or l d ,  

", i t h ou't b u i l d i n g  bombs t ha t  "' e  a r e  supposedly never g o i ng t o  us e .  'We 

('ould repair roads . h e l p  t h e  farmers out o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  crunch t h e y  

are i n ,  b u i l d  manufac t ur i ng p l a n t s  t h a t  c r e a t e  n e e d e d  f o o d  a n d  

c l o t h ing , at r e a s o n ab l e  p r i c e s . f o r  a l l  t h e  f o l k s  "' h o  a r e n ' t  d o i n g  8 0  

..., e l l  a t  t h i s  t im e  i n  our c o un t r i e s  h i s t ory . 'We c o u l d  u s e  i t  t o  p a y  

o f f  t h e  ma S S 1ve n a t i o n a l  debt t h a t  \oI i l l  encumber o u r  c h i ldre n ' s  

c h i ldren and t h e n 

I ' v e got a p a i r  of spurs at h om e .  They a r en ' t  f a n c y  or 

an y t h i n q .  but one o f  my k i n f o l k  o n  my mothers s i d e  "' o r e  t h em .... i t h  

Genera: George Ior'a s h i n q t on at V a l l e y  Forqe , t h a t  c o l d  ..., i n t e r , .... h e n 

c o u n t r y  .... as t ry i ng to get f r e e  from a n  oppr e s s ive k i ng in fara .... a y  

E n q l a n d .  H o lo!  .... o u l d  h e  f e e l  about .... h e r e  .... e a r e  headed t o d a y  .... i t h  a l l  

o f  t h e s e  t er r i b l e  .... eap o n s ?  H e  .... a s  f r om a l i t t l e  t o  .... n c a l l ed 

Culpepper in p r e s en t  day Ior' e s t  V i rg i n i a . It i s n ' t  much as to .... ns g o ,  

but i t  .... a s  t h e  home o f  m y  k i n  f r om a s  f a r  back a s  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 00 ' s .  

t r u c k i n g  f i rm no", t h a t  h i s  s o n  i s  t ak i n g  f o r  h i m .  

My Unc l e  D i c k  j o i n ed t h e  N a v y  and fought Destroyer 

t h r o ugh t h e  Pac i fie campa 1gn . He d i  ed a f e'" y e a r  s a g o  a t  a n  a q e  .... hen 

h e  should have b e e n  t h i n k i n g  o f  r e t i r ement . Some o f  t h e  problems he 

had kept h i m  i n  the VA h o s p i t a l  off and on f o r  y ea r s . 

My Unc l e  Bi l l  "' a s  a l s o  a s a i l or .  He s t i l l  has c o r a l  s c a r s  

h i s  leqs .... h e r e  h e  had t o  c r a ", l  o v e r  t h e  s t u f f  t o  get t o  l a n d  a f t er 

h i s  s h i p  "'as sunk during t h e  night ba t t l e s o f  Mid",a y . I ' ve never 

heard h 1 m  s a y  o n e  .... ord about .... hat it "'as l i ke to b e  shot out o f  t h e  

wa t e r on a dark n i g h t  by a Japan e s e  b a t t l e s h i p . He o p e r a t e s  a s t or a  

i n  C a l i forn i a  n o  .... . 

My Unc l e  Pete fought in Korea w i t h  t h e  Army . He s a y s  i t  

",a s n ' t  b a d .  I f  i t  ",asn ' t  s o  bad , "' h y  .... o n ' t  h e  t a l k  about i t ?  I c a n  

remember w h e n  h e  c a m e  h o m e  from t h e r e ,  and t h e  ne"'s broadc a s t s  .... e 

l i s t ened t o  at n i g h t  i n  hopes .... e ' d  � about h i s  out f i t  and ho'" t h ey 

.... ere doinq . He ' s  a d a i ry farmer l i ke my Grandfather n o.... . H i s  s o n s  

a r e  9 0 1 n g  t o  b e  t h i r d  qener a t i on farmers i n  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e  o f  

Idah o .  

Then came V i e t  Nam . I t  "'as my tUrn t o  g o  a n d  I j o i n e d  t h e  

Mar i n e s . I "' e n t  i n - c o u n t r y  i n  1 965 . I s e  ..... v e d  f o r  14: m o n t h s  a s  a 

rad i o  oper a t o r . Aft e r  c o m i n g  home I found I c ou l dn ' t  deal .... i t h  l i f e 

back homa very "'e l l .  T h r e e  marriages l a t er and a hundred d i f f er e n t  

j ob s  I found out my m i n d  hadn ' t  d e a l t  ", i t h  t h e  h o r r o r  o f  w a r  very 

"'e l l ,  I f i n a l l y  f i gured out .... hy my k i n f o l k  .... ouldn ' t t a l k  about t h e  

.... a r s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  involved i n . I t  .... a s  t o  t e r r i b l e  t o  r e ca l l . A l l  

o f  t h e  l o s t  l i ves a n d  f r i ends t ha t  came home a l l  m e s s ed up . I know 

what I t h i nk about a n u c l e a r  "'at' . No o n e  "'auld b e  safe from t h e  

e f f ec t s . 

The o n e  t h i n q  .... e a l l  had i n  b e f o r e  w a s  t h a t  .... e 

b e l i eved . r i qh t l y  o r  .... r o ng l y . t h a t  our fam i l i e s .... ere s a f e  at home 

.... h i l e  .... e did the f i g h t i n g  i n  some f a r  off p l a c� I) · ... ..v/ '.I .... � � � 
My k i n f o l k  have been f i q h t i n g  t h i s  c o un t r i e s  .... a r s  for 200 

y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  never que s t i oned t h e  v a l 1 d i t y  o f  o u r  d o i n q  s o .  'W e  
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We had some p e a c e  for a w h i l e  and then t h e  Great C 1 V l 1  'War 

a l ong . Once aga i n  the c l a n  en l i s t ed for t h e  qreat n o b l e  c a u s e .  

Our c o u n t r y  was b e i n g  t or n  asunder and my Great-Great grandfather 

Ta .... ny d i ed a t  G e t t y sburg f i g ht i ng f o r  t h e  nort h . On the Southern 

s i d e  my Great-Great Grandfather Cole was k i l l e d  a t  a l i t t l e  p l a c e  

ca l l ed V i cksburg . They b o t h  d i ed f i g h t i n g  for a b e l i e f  and a c a u s e  

t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  be s e t t l ed b y  d i p l om a t l c  mean s . T h e y  weren ' t  famous 

men , by h i s t or i c a l  standar ds , but I s t i l l  have the l e t t er s  t h ey .... rote 

to their fami l i es . 'W h a t  would t h e y  have thought o f  a l l  t h i s ? 

Some o f  my k i n  j o i n ed Teddy R o o s ev e l t ' s  men a n d  fought in t h e  

Span i s h  American con f l i c t ,  NoW" w e  f i nd i t  n ewspaper war t h a t  

got a l l  o f  t h o s e  f o l k s  k i l l ed f o r  n o t h i n g . What w o u l d  t h e y  have 

t h ought? 

Then i n  1917 my Grandfathers b r o t h e r  j o i n ed t h e  American 

Exped i t i onary force a n d  s a i l ed off t o  France t o  f i ght for Freedom 

once aga i n . A f t er h e  came home h e  coughed out h i s  lungs f r om s o m e  

new-fangled s t u f f  c a l l ed M u s t a r d  gas t h a t  was b e i ng used s o  m u c h  over 

t h e r e .  What would h e  have thought of a l l  o f  t h l s  t ha t  i s  going on 

today? 

Then World War II came a l on g  and my kin once a ga i n  ran out t o  

j o i n  up They f e l t  t h e y  c o u l d  h e l p  keep the W"or l d  f r e e  and t o  h e l p  

o u r  a l l i e s  i n  n e ed a c r o s s  t h e  g r e a t  wat er . My D a d  fought as a T a i l 

gunner l n  a B-1? over Germany . H e  f I e  .... 25 mi s s i on s , i n c l uding t h e  

Schwein furt ba l l  bear i ng o i l  f i e l d  ra i d ,  t h e  s h ut t l e  m i s s i on s  t o  

A f r i c a . and many o t h e r s , H e  earned t h e  D i s t i ng u i s h ed F l y i no:r C r o s s .  

H e  a l s o  l ea. r n e d  what i t  was l i k e  t o  have 5 p l a n e s  s h o t  out from under 

h i m .  He was o n e  o f  the lucky o n e s , i n  that h e  came home i n  o n e  

p � ec e .  He s t i l l  c a.n ' t  t a lk about a l o t  o f  l t  because o f  t h e  t ea r s  

t h a t  t o  h i s  e y e s  a t  t h e  memo r i e s . He i s  a r e t i r e d  e l ec t r i c i a n  

My Unc l e  N o r m  j o i n e d  t h e  A r m y  and .... as a f l amet hrower o p e r a t o r  

i n  t h e  i s l and Pa c i f i. c  campai9n s .  T o  t h u ;  day h e  t h r o  .... s UD i f  h e  

sme l l s  a p i e c e  o f  burned meat. H e  c an ' t  t a lk about i t  e i t h er , H e  

have a l  .... a y s  taken qreat p r i de I n  t h e  f a c t  that "" e  w e n t:  t o  d o  our 

qreat 

c oun t r l e s  biddlng . But what: lS t h e r e  no"" . There 

-� .< ' 
Our c o u n t r y  h a s  l J. ed and c h e a t ed us t or many yea r s . 'We have 

b l ed f or a f i nanc i a l  c o n s i dera t i on . 

In t h e  Guada l c a n a l  campaign t h e  Navy sh i p s  t h a t:  s h e l l ed t h e  

b e a c h  f o r  t h e  Mar i n e s  ended u p  pay i n g  Goodyear Rubber f o r  t h e  t r e e s  

I n  

t h a t  t h ey b l ew up; W h i l e  everyone e l s e  .... as making sac r i f i c e s . 

V i e t Nam I rode shotgun o n  convoys t h a t  had no purpose except t o  

guide She l l  O i l  trucks s a f e l y  up a n d  down r o u t e  on e .  T h e  John s o n  

f a m i l y  owned 51% o f  a l l  t h e  S h e l l o i l r i g h t s  i n  Sout h ea s t  A s i a  and i t  

w a s  c h eaper t o  l et American s o l d i e r s  a n d  Marines guard t h e  trucks 

t h a n  t o  pay t a x e s  t o  the VC , 

W e l l  y o u  have l i ed to us b e f o r e .  and I am c o n v i n c e d  y o u  

l y i ng t o  us noW" a s  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  S I S  p l a n t , A l l  

taxpayer s . a r e  d o i n g  i s  t o  a l l ow a f e w  more r i c h  p e op l e  make a f ew 

m o r e  bucks o n  our m i s e r y . 1 for o n e  am s a y i n g  n o  to y o u  and y o ur 

need more 

p r o j ect . W e  do n o t  n e ed m o r e  nuc l ea r  weapon s , nor d o  

p r o j e c t s  l ik e  t h i s  on e .  

I f  t h e  b e s t  t h i s  c o un t r y  c a n  do t o  c r ea t e  j ob s  J. S  spend 350 

m i l l i on d o l l a r s  p e r  j ob . t h e n  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n q  t h a t  \.Ie as c i t l z e n s  

a r en ' t d o i n g . W e  c a n n o t  c o n t inue t o  fund t h e s e  pork b a r r e l  

extravaga n z a s  a t  t h i s  r a t e .  It 1 5  a s h a m  a n d  a shame t o  h a v e  t h i s  

country c o n t i n ue t o  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  j ob s  f o r  p e op l e  that want 

t h em ,  c l o t h  p e op l e  t h a t  n e e d  c l o t h e s . f e ed people t h a t  a r e  hungr y . 

and to e l i m i n a t e  t h e  h u g e s t  debt t h i s  c oun t r y  has ever s e e n . 

1 pers o n a l l y  am ashamed of m y  c ou n t r y  We n e e d  J OOs v e r y  

b a d l y  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  and y o u  p e op l e  a r e  w e l l  aware o f  i t .  You u s e  a n d  

I d a h o  a n d  

manipulate t h es e f ac t s  t o  your own b e n e f i t , T h e  s t a t (>  

h e r  p e op l e  w l l l  n o t  b e n e f l t  f r om t h i s  p r o j ect A l l  ' •. : l e f t 

.... i t h  in t h e  l o n ct  run i s  a 100 b l 1 1 1 0 n d o l l a r  b i l l  f o r  � � .

a p o i s o n e d  a t m o s p h e r e  and aqu i f e r . Y o u r  s a f e t y  r e c or d  1 $  

b e s t  and y o u  expect u s  t o  l et you i n  t o  f u r t h e r  y o u r  o ...... n a l :'.�� 

have no p l a c e  l e f t  t o  go i n  t h � s  c ou n t r y  and I f o r  o n E'  c:..o n ot. wanl 

and 

, t  
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you h er e .  Take your garbage and go a .... ay . Come back ..... hen you can 

show a l i t t l e  respect for t h e  peop l e  and t h e  count ry , 

My son h a s  decided not to serve h i s  country i n  t h e  m i l i tary . 

I for one am very proud of t h i s ,  My country doe s n ' t des erve him nor 

does i t  deserve any o f  our 8 0n s . 'vie have given a n d  b l e d  t i l l  we a r e  

w h i t e  and o u r  h e a r t s  a r e  s o r e  w i t h  t h e  l o s s . 'vie h a v e  been c h e a t e d  

and l i ed t o  unt i l  I am r e a d y  t o  t h r o w  u p  w i t h  t h e  t h ought o f  i t  a l l .  

Be c a r e f u l  gent l emen . 'vi e  revo l t ed back i n  1776 a n d  i f  you c o n t i n u e  

t o  t a k e  us f o r  granted and t o  go a h e  .. d .... i t h  y o u  pr o j e c t s  y o u  m a y  f i n d  

yourselves i n  t h e  unemployment l i n e  .... i t h  t h e  r e s t  of us , Y o u  ca n ' t  

have my sons and daugh t e r s . and you c a n ' t  have 'vie can ' t  be 

bough t . 't',u � �  U< �� . 
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I Would Rather Burn Candles 

The little girl l ifts her head from the debris she once 

called her home . Her arms and legs, burned severely in the 

blast, are already losing their skin. Her eyes are burning as 

she desperately searches the destroyed room for her mother . Just 

minutes ago, they had been laughing togeth e r .  Everything about 

their smal l  farm near the tracks seemed so saf e .  The chi l d ' s  

heart rate accelerates as the radiation begins t o  take its 

relentless toll on her small body . "Mommy , ·  she cries, "Where 

are you? I need you. I. Her unanswered questions met the deathly 

quiet l ike a cold slap o f  reality. 

What has happened here? Can this young l ife be ending after 

such a healthy beginning? It does n ' t  have to . This could be the 

scene associated with an accident involving the transportation of 

5 . 2 9 . 85 nuclear material .  Will it take a tragic accident, such as this 

one, before corporations and governments will not be a l l owed to 

use our public railways, airways, and highways to move nuclear 

products and by-products from other states and even other nations 

to and through Idaho? Why Idaho? Have we enj oyed a hea lthy 

environment far exceeding the national norm for too long? If 

it ' s  not nuclear reactor waste h igh in p l utonium and 

radioactivity being shipped to the proposed SIS project for 

nuclear bomb manufacturing, trains are carrying essential parts 

for the Trident submarine.. Known as the Missile Motor Trains, 

these trains a lready pass through Ada and Canyon counties two to 

three times per month ca rrying the three-stage solid fuel rocket 

motors which propel nuclear warheads into space . The motors are 

- 2 -

transported from the Morton-Thiokol plant in Utah (also the 

makers of Morton Salt -- what diversity) by train to Bangor, 

Washington where the nuclear powered submarines await their 

dangerous and l i fe threatening cargo. Trident ' s  stage one and 

two missile motors are classified as class A explosives ..  They 

require a one-mile evacuation in event of an accident . the solid 

fuel propellant (U-2 3 5 ,  a fully "enriched" uranium) i s  so 

f lammabl e  that no fire suppression is recommended and there is no 

way to put it out. the powdery brown radioactive substance (U-

2 3 5 )  resembles instant coffee in appearance , but that ' s  where the 

resemblance ends .. Should these particles be allowed to escape 

their containment by means of an accidental coll ision, the 

explosion that would occur would destroy anything in its path 

within a one-mile radius of the accident .. 

Train accidents have been and still rema in a reality we must 

contend with . I reca ll waking abruptly from a deep sleep on 

early morning ( 3 : 00 a . m  .. ) and, although had lived in close 

proximity to Union Paci f i c ' s  Boise station for sometime, I did 5 . 2 9 . 60 
not associate the quaking house to be the result of a few freight 

trains passing. As our home is very near the tracks, I became 

concerned as the tremendous speed with which these trains were 

travell ing . After contacting the U .. P .  Transportation Office at 

that early hour, I was assured there was no need for concern. 

The freight trains ( f ive in number) had been re-routed past our 

home due to a collision and freight train dera ilment southwest of 

Boise. This is the same track that carries the Miss i l e  Motor 

Tra i n .  I shudder t o  think of the ramifications had that accident 
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involved nuclear fuel or waste. 

Idaho is not the only state subjected to health and safety 

risks assoc iated with the shipment of high-level nuclear 

materia l .  Uranium, as found in nature , is mined, milled, 

extracted as metal , and then processed into U-2 3 5  at d i f fusion 

plants. The only American diffusion plant now producing fully 

enriched uranium is at Portsmouth , Ohio. The material in its 

solid form is shipped from Portsmouth to conversion plants that 

turn it into uranium oxide or uranium metal -- depending on the 

"custome r ' s "  preference . Each ten-litre bottle contains seven 

kilograms of U-235 and there may be twenty bottles per shipment . 

Conversion facilities are l ocated in Hematite , Missouri ;  Apo l l o ,  

Pennsylvania ; a n d  Erwin, Tennessee. From the conversion plants 

the powerful oxide or metal is shipped by air or truck to fUel

fabrication plants throughout the United States. As oxide or 

metal , the explosive material travels in small cans that are 

placed in a cylinder that is braced with welded struts 

center of an ordinary fifty-five gallon steel drum . 

in the 

The 

cri tical i ty factor is why the uranium is placed in the center 

with the a i rspace o f  the drum around it. If too much U-2 3 5 ,  in 

any form, were to come too close together I nuclear fission 

( atomic e xp l o s i o n )  can occur and irradiate the surround 

countryside and its inhabitants . 

Some people -- engineers, executives , people in the nuclear 

business who stand to monetarily profit by such ventures -- argue 

that the transportation of these hazardous materials is necessary 

for national safety and if we question their sanity, our 

patriotism is questioned . I believa national safety is at risk 

alright; it ' s  at risk if this insanity is a l l owed to continue. 

National safety I in the true sense, would involve an extreme 

concern for the safety and well-being of a nation ' s  citizens. 

Technology has taken great strides in making the production of 

nuclear energy more efficient with the invention o f  the H . T . G . R .  

(High-Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor) .  These new reactors use 

less fuel that their predecessors (the l ight-water reactors, 

which are currently littering the world in dangerous prominence) , 

but the fuel required to run them must be fully enriched "weapon

grade" uranium. Keeping in mind the possibility of human error 

or mechanical mal function, ,consider the fact that this fuel is 

being moved from coast to coast in one form or another each day, 

everyday throughout the year at an ever increasing rate __ and 

now they want to create Idaho ' s  own "weapons-grade" uranium 

factory and call ing it S I S .  A harmless enough name, I mean who 

mistrusts their own "sister?" This would allow the stepping up 

of transportation of nuclear waste for fUrther refinement at this 

proposed nuclear bomb factory from various nuclear power plants 

throughout the nation and even the world. I s  this the legacy we 

want to leave our children? 

After engaging in a panel discussion in December ,  1986 with 

several executives from the nuclear business, I am convinced that 

a l l  safety precautions humanly possible are being taken in the 

transportat ion and disposal of nuclear materia l .  The problem 

being that it is not humanly possible to safely dispose o f  

nuclear waste. Time goes on as time wil l .  I s  o u r  legacy t o  

2 . 2 . 8  
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6 . 5 . 1  future generations to be irrevocable damage to the earth and our 

environment for the monetary profit ot a · clever" few? We have 

no right! 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has almost total control 

over a l l  technological pol icy on nuclear powe r ,  but it has little 

other than advisory influence in the publ ic policy sector, 

outside o f  very refined advert ising ploys sell ing a product that 

4 . 1 3  no one needs "more nuclear bombs" , we only have 5 0 , 0 0 0  nuclear 

warheads on earth right now! Who are those with influence over 

national pol icy? Several maj or decision-makers can be 

identified: Congress, the President, state legislators, 

governors, and the mil itary-industrial complex . The politicians 

respond to pressure ; constituents , publ ic-opinion pol l s ,  and 

lobbyists on both sides of the issue. PUblic hearings are our 

national right as a democratic society. We must speak up , we 

cannot allow this nuclear madness to continue. Our time i s  

running out . 

Both opponents and proponents of nuclear power engage in 

lobbying. The Union of Concerned scientist has a full-time 

lobbyist in the nation ' s  capital and press-relations staff that 

publicizes its criticism of nuclear power .  I� a l s o  publishes 

pamphlets and books , one of which, "The Nugget File , "  contains 

examples from public NRC f i l e s  of astonishing safety lapses at 

the nation ' s  7 0  nuclear power plants, according to a spokesman 

for the group. 

The Nugget F i l e ,  says Robert D. pollard, a nuclear safety 3 . 2 . 2 4 
engineer who was formerly with the NRC and is now on the staff of 

- 6 -

the Union of Concerned Scientist s ,  " is unmistakable proof that 

official safety requirements are being f lagrantly violated by the 

electric util ity companies . 

Bryce Rich, scientific Specialist in Health Physics at EG&G, 

Idaho Division feels strongly that, given our present demand for 

electricity and nuclear powered equ ipment ( submar ines, space 

exploration and weaponry) the transportation o f  uranium is 

necessary and the strictest practicable measures are being taken 

to avoid disaster. Rich further described the precautions now 

being taken to control nuclear waste materials being brought into 

Idaho . The material is being stored in stainless steel 

containers, placed in concrete tombs , and stored in old missile 

silos above ground . The containment o f  this hazardous material 

will be effective for approximately thirty years , at which time 

it will be re-package d .  Technology is working on a better method 

of decontaminati o n .  Radioactive nuclear waste can remain active 

and a health threat for up to 2 5 0 , 000 years . Just think of a l l  

t h e  j o b s  re-packaging nuclear waste alone w i l l  createt That i s  

an argument t h e  Bryce Rich ' s  of the nuclear industry would l ike 

us to consider. How can we , as realistic human beings predict 

the l evel of responsibil ity future generat ions will assume even 

1 , 000 years from today? bel ieve th is to be a real problem of 

the methodology being used for the "safe" packaging of nuclear 

waste today. Should we all survive these trials of our t imes, 

and future generations are produced , it is not fair to burden 

them with such high-levels of destructive pollution. Has 

technology gone too far? Has our demand for microwaves and 

5 . 3 0 . 3 .  1 

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1 2  
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electric toothbrushes bl inded us to the e ffects we are having on 

biological l i fe as we know it? I f  the production of electricity 

means the pollution of our water and earth, not to mention the 

direct threat to human l i f e ,  I 'd rather burn candles! 

Personal l y ,  I feel the threat is not worth the product . 

Although the world is running out of fossil fuel s ,  there are 

other methods of producing electricity through soft technology 

( solar energy for example) that are not pollutants. I know we 

have a sufficient amount of nuclear bombs to destroy the world 

ten times over a l ready stashed across the globe. This fact 

should eliminate the necessity of transporting more nuclear waste 

for refinement or Trident missile motors through Idaho or 

anywhere else . 

We, as concerned citizens can, with effective legislation, 

prevent the transportation of high-level explosive nuclear 

materials from threatening our fami l i e s '  safety. Let ' s  not let a 

tragic loss of l i fe, as described in my introduction, occur 

before we take action. I feel the production of nuclear fuel 

should come to an abrupt halt, at least until a true method of 

disposing nuclear waste is discovered . Maybe then we could a l l  

breath a little easier and for a little longe r .  
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Boi s e ,  Idaho 

He l l o  my name is Becky Nebe l s ick-Ca r t e r .  I l ive a t  

1 2 2 4  E a s t  Bannock in Boise . I ' m  a bookkeeper and homemake r .  

I ' m  here today thankful to par t i c i p a t e  in t h e s e  hearings 

and grateful t o  l i ve in a country where I can exercise 

my democra t i c  righ t s . 

I ' d  l ike to introduce my chi l dren , Gabr i e l , he w i l l  

be seven in April and Rachael who i s  1 1 / 2  . 

I am opposed to bui l ding the Special I s o t ope Seperator 

plant here or e l sewhere in part because o f  my chi ldren . 

Yes arms are for hugging , yes the nuclear legacy i s  

t o o  great already , y e s  chi ldren shouldn ' t  have to l ive 

in fear of nucl ear war . 

But my chi ldren have taught me a more basi c ,  common sense 

but very important l e s s o n .  

I s a i d  before t h a t  I am a homemaker . I choose to be 

very serious in my pursuit of bui l d ing a happy , safe and 

secure place for my children . 

And as chief engineer on s i t e  with my motto as "Safety 

Firs t l t  try a s  I may a c c idents do happen . 

Even in the be s t  of c i rcumstances with the b e s t  laid 

plans , with the mos t  careful l y  chosen toy s ,  acc idents do 

happen . 

Why? Because even under very controlled s i tuations 

there are variabl e s .  

Now generally accidents o n  the horne s i t e  can b e  dea l t  

with i n  one way o r  ano ther and usua l l y  w i thout ma jor 

ramifications that affect no more people than the fami l y  

members . 

But we a l l  as members of a larger family need t o  

hone s t l y  look at a l l  t h e  variables t h a t  t h i s  plant holds 

in i t ' s  proposed form , not to mention the poten t i a l  for 

variab i l i ty i f  i t  were t o  be bui l t .  

To mention a few ; 

Transportat ion of plutonium across our highways 

-adequa t e l y  trained emergency response personnel 
-decaying roads and bridges 
-drunken drivers 
-trucks t o  a lways be in good repair 
-truck drivers using contro l l ed substances 

Disposal s i t e  for wa s te from this plant 

-a s i t e  i s  no t s e cure a t  this t ime nor i s  it likely 
to be in the near future 
-transportat ion que s t i ons for moving this wa s t e  
-exi s t ing unres o l ve d  s torage problems at INEL 
-the nuclear waste p i l e  in this  country i s  at levels 
beyond our abi l i ty financ i a l l y  or otherwise t o  
deal with 

Money t o  bui l d  this plant  

-wi l l  we def i c i t  spend to bui l d  this plant?  
-what i s  the  true price  tag 

And i f  these variabl e s  are not sufficient  re�n for 

us to choo s e  the 4 th a l t erna tive o f  no a c t i on there is of 

course the nuclear weapons i s sue . 

Let ' s  not do exac t l y  what we a c cuse others of doing ; 

talk peace on one hand whi l e  the other hand is building a 

nucl ear ars enal big enough to des t roy a l l  of us , how many 

times ? 

Let ' s  be hone s t  to ourselves and the rest  of the worl d  

and choo s e  n o  a c tion o n  t h i s  propo s a l . 
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As a busmessman and taxpaye . I am"Tiigsrnst construchon of the""'lsotope 

Separation Project . �. many objections can be raised concerning the social. - � 
environmental, psychological, moral and ethical issues of this proposal. from an 

economic view point, ..the question is not whether to locate the project in 

Idaho, Washington or South Carolina, but rather, why we need it at all. The 

answer lies in an analysis of the supply and demand of weapons grade plutoni-

urn . 

1 .  The U .  S .  has approximately 1 2 0  tons of weapon-grade plutonium with 

a shelf life of about 2 0 , 000 years . 

2 .  W e  currently have 2 5 . 000 nuclear weapons. r� l j. A.J;;� fi.. wonJd � �-(J I � � =-« .  - -
.3. <k D o E.  _�l;cl1 a.J�;+-S ;W<.t -JI..-... ;. 'l.? � � .::;,.... 1'1.... pW-. 

With such strong efforts to reduce the budget deficits ,  -it::;;;:alccs 110 cconomic 
W« ,.,....0 "", � pour American taxpayers dollars into manufacturing a product with 
no Cu.!T�t 
� demand . 

1 .  Not only is there � � demand for this product , but we are 

actively engaged in arms negotiations to reduce the number of nucle-

ar weapon s .  �V\ 
� ;, M "...x." '" ;"k�",,� 4'� t-\o.<.. ..,r... �rt� n.u.d fen e!i!!z:::-e 

J" S�'f.. 
In essence , we are � working towards reducing the future demand for this 

product. 

By applying a simple supply and demand approach to this proposal. it is 
obvious that we will be producing a product that is in high supply, low cur-

rent demand , and has a future outlook of a further reduction in demand . 

The S I S  project makes no economic sense. The DOE should choose option #4 

and not build this project at all. 

In fact . I believe that the American people are sick and tired of having our 

tax dollars spent on governmental boondoggles that benefit no one . 

It's time for our government to become more fiscally responsible and stop 

throwing money down a hole . life f . '@ed. 

Thank you. 

Ik F"'f� oj Ic\ �""'" k..." �k.d � +� D� I :>  � �� 
-tle taj(-e&---to "I t-Lc 51 5 � "" ..,L" j-b -,."wJcd � fJ..h..r",,,-s. 
-rk:,. � d". � cYob � 5 ) � � .,.." 
� M � t2---<.. .... 1-&" AMc�f a,o.J �"c� . 
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S I S  STATEMENT FOR H E A R I N G  3 / 2 6 / 8 8  J e a n  O d ma r k , M c C a l l  c� 676ed� 
� i t h  t h e  r e t u r n  of p l u t o n i u m  f i l l e d  a r m s  f r o m  E u r o p e a n d  t h e  

s u p p o s e d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  n e e d  f o r  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s , �t is n o t  p r o v e n  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of m o re  p l u t o n i u m  i s  

n e e d ed . T h e  N a t i o n a l  D e b t  h a s  n o w  r e a c h e d  $ 2 . 4 5 T R I LL I O N  DOLLA R S  

a n d  1 o b j e c t  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p e n d i n g  o f  $ 1  B I L L I O N  DOLLARS 

f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  n u c l ea r  f ac i l i t y  in t h i s  

s t a t e  o r  a n y  o th e r  s t a t e .  

T h e  t o u r i s t  i nd u s t r y  i s  o n e  o f  I d a h o ' s  b r i g h t e s t  e c o n o m i c  h o p e s . 

T h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  p u r s u i t  of t h e  t o u r i s t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  b y  

c r e a t i n g  t h e  i m a g e  o f  o u r  h i gh q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  a p r i s t i n e  a r e a . 

T h e  i m a g e  of n u c l e r a r  w as t e , p o t e n t i a l  s t o r a ge a n d / o r  a c c i d e n t  

p r o b l e m s , a l on g  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  o u r  h i g h w a y s  f o r  t h e  s h i pm e n t  

o f  l e t h a l  s u b s t a n c e s , i s  a n e g a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  a l o n g  t e r m  

e c o n o m i c  i n v e s t m e n t  p l a n  f o r  I d a h o ' s  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t . 

I w o n d e r  i f  a n yp n e  e v e r  t h i n k s  of s p e n d i n g  a v a c t i o n  b o a t i n g  o r  

f i s h i n g  n e a r  3 - M i l e  I s l a n d ? ? ?  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  �6J{ ¥� k ¥ � .2 wu� �.J1 .,{  
diJ .u-.- � ? � -"'� � � C:€-' 
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BOI se H@ar i ng s  Spec i d l I sotop� Sep a r d t or 

WOOdy Hesse l b a r- t f l  
P . O .  Box 815 
McCal l ,  I d a h O  836.::;8 
(208 ) 63 .. -2701 

Thankyou f or t h i s oppor �un l t y  t u  tes t I f y .  

1 4 : ,:",_' seS 5 I u l '  

I ' d l I ke to p r ef ac e m y  remarks b y  saYI ng t h a t  I oppose the 
p ropossd SIS f aC I l I ty b e i n g  bLl ]. l t  a t  a l l .  Anywhen.. . I do so an 
moral ground s a s  an evange l I c a l  Chr I s t i an .  My und er st and I n g  of 

the c a l l of Jesus to b a  peacemakers precl udes suppor t i ng the 
constr uc t i on and use of a f ac i l I t y t h a t  i s  ded I cated to t he 
pr oduc t i on of c ompon llln t !5  for nuc l ear weapons. 

I ·  m c onc er ned t h at the bac k er s  o-t the S I S  a r e  se l l I ng Idaho shor t 
in the r aa l m  of econol1u c s .  T h e  proponents s a y  tll.d.l tire p r o j ec t 
WL 1 1  can sum.. about bl 1 1 1  on t a x p a yer do l l  ars over i t s 
operat I n g 1 1 + e .  T h a t  wor k s  out to about 1 . 3  ,'Il 1 1 1 un d o l i �r 5  
ex p ended f o r  each J o b  suppor ted b y  t h e  p l ar l t  when .i. t 
f unct i on a l . 

I t  I S  f ac t  t. h � t  t ewer· JobS are c n: .. a t � d  by :lhJl1 1 eS spent on 

cap i t a l I n t en S I v e defense r·e l a ted p r o j ec t s  thal 1 by the same 

1 . 1  

4 . 1 3 

��:����ye:�e:�o h:�ts��:nt t h � � e  �:��s t;� . 

yeat.�S wOda n�qt : �I l ��� 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 5  
outdoor recrea t l on and n a t u r a. l  resuur c e  t l e l d s , 1 III aut, a �  ... d a t  
t h e  suggest 1 0n t h a t  t h e  S I S  Wi l l he l p  t h e  peop l e  of Idahu 
ec onomi c a l l y In the l ang r un .  

I n  f ac t , the po.Jten t l a l  damage t l.J  o.JLlr t t  a d l  t I on a. l  Hldustr l e s u t  
tourl sifl � agr- I c u l t u r e .  and f or es t  produc e s  wou l d  b e  dev.as t a t l t 1g 5 . 1 . 4 0 sh ou l d a p l u t on I um r e l ateo aCC i d en t oc c ur- or· -=vefl ue rUlilour ... d t o  
have o c c u r r e d .  No o n e  wan t s  t o  p i  ay I n  a con t a,ll l l i a l ed I alldsL.:a� e ,  
E!at. radl oac t l ve tooo , o r  bUI l d  ... n th r u r e s t  pr oducts l l l "" y  feor � w e  
p o t en t i a l l y  d e ad l y .  HaVI ng l I ved down W I nd of your R o c k y  F- l a t s  
p l a n t ,  I knuw �hdt k l nd 0+ damage p l u t oH l um l ead.-,s a r e  c dp db l e of 6 1 5 
c r e at i n g .  A S i n g l e  p l u t on i um r e l a t ed transpor t a."t l on ac c L de u l  1 1 1  

• •  
the v i C 1 I H t y  of M c Ca l l  ""au l d t u r n  l t  1 I i t o  a.n eCQ'"i\JIl1 1 ":  g l H:J s t  tOWl • •  
P l easoa D o  N o t  Bui l d  Th I S  P l an t .  S d.J- aJ.:t ,  � 
Thanl-: you 

iJ� � 
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Tes t i mony March 2 6 , 1 9 8 8  r e :  Spec i a l  I s o t ope Sepa r a to r  

My n a m e  i s  E l a i n e  Dur b i n .  I l i ve a t  2 1 2 1  N o r t h  1 7 t h Stree t ,  

Bo i s e ,  IDaho 8 3 7 0 2 .  I ' m  6 5 .  

The S p e c i a l  I s o tope Separator proj ect should b e  scrappe d .  

The argument th a t  w e  n e e d  i t  f o r  n a t i on a l  d e f e n s e  i s  

phony. W e  a r e  b e i n g  conned w h e n  we a r e  t o l d  tha t .  Secretary 

o f  Energy John Herr i ng t o n  t e s t i f i e d  February 2 5  before the 

House appropr i a t ions subcomm i t t e e  tha t c l o s i ng the n u c l e a r  

reactor a t  Han f o r d ,  Washington was based S O l e l y  on the deCl i n i ng 

need for p l u t o n i u m .  The S e a t t l e  Times quoted h i m  a s  s a y i ng 

"We ' r e  aW"ash in p l u t o n i u m .  We" have more plutonium than we need . "  

I can ' t  b e l i eve t h a t  was a quote out o f  contex t .  The Depar tment 

o f  Defense can and does produce weapons grade p l u t o n i um from 

f i e l d  grade P l u t on i um through another process called " b l e n d i n g , "  

which i s  much cheaper than the l a ser beam technology t o  be 

used in the S I S  proj ect . Fur th e r ,  it seems l i k e l y  that under 

the INF ( I n t e rmed i a t e  Nuclear Forces ) treaty the US w i l l  

d i smantle n u c l e a r  weapons which have been based i n  Europe . 

The p l u t o n i um from those weapons is the equivalent of y e a r s  

o f  S I S  produc t i on . 

The r i sk to the environment and t o  the publ i c  h e a l th o f  

t h e  people o f  Idaho i s  n o t  acceptabl e .  P l u t onium i s  o n e  o f  

the most t o x i c  substances known . I t  burns w h e n  exposed t o  a i r ,  

and a p i e c e  the s i z e  o f  a p i n h e a d  can cause cance r .  Ac c i d e n t s  

a t  the p l a n t  a n d  i n  transpor t i n g  the m a t e r i a l  could c a u s e  

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  harm t o  t h i s  and f u t u r e  genera t i o n s  o f  I d a h o a n s  

and a l s o  c o n t am i n a t e  the Snake R i ve r  p l a i n  a n d  acqui fer for 

gene r a t i o n s . That r i Sk i s  n o t  accept a b l e . 

The j o bs o f fered b y  t h i s  p r o j e c t  would p r i ma r i l y  be short 

term cons t r u c t i on j obs o r  h i gh tech j o bs to be f i l l e d  p r i m a r i l y  

b y  people f r o m  o u t  o f  s t a t e .  Do we r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  s e l l  our 

soul for a p i t tance o f  a few j o bs , when the funds i n vested 

i n  those j o bs cou l d  have been i nvested i n  some pea ceful , 

prodUctive e n t e r p r i s e  which c o u l d  ful f i l  human n e e d s ?  

Thank y o u .  

Uo�� �'"� 
(fl,� .M!?� '! '1J �/I3'l) 
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aginat the S . I . S .  

Nov everyone i s  s o  happy about getting j o b s  i n  Idaho that i t  h a s  come t o  

I a m  full in faith aginat t h e  S " I . 5  for the reasons I a m  about to t h i s .  Now I am asking a quesi. ion. . t o  the people who are for t h i s  are you willing 

give. I have foune!! more Cons agtnat. t h e  5 ... 1.5. than for i t .  Hear i s  one to give up your irlroment and fellov citieins for a few jobs .. If you don I t think 

of the reasons for keeping i t.  out of Idaho. the plut onium plant vill leak, well i s  a l l  I w i l l  say i s  if it does come to Idaho and 6 . 2  
does leak ve may loses alat o f  vUd l i f e  and some o f  your friends to. 

Few yellrs back Idaho had the Inviro8sfe plant buil to The plant va9 to 80 i s  a job verth more to Idaho then there wild l i fe and beautiful nature. 

hold chemica 1 "'W8st.e that. was produced 1n and out of Idaho. The goverment garenteed 

Idaho the plant ",culd not leak. The goverrnent ate there words becou8� the 

plant did leak. The chances of this plutonium plant leaking is there and 

I am not w i l l ing to take that chance. If it did leak i t  ..,Qu l d  destroy some of 

the wild l i f e  and maybe even some people. I t  ..,auld be even more devist.ating 

because the goverment ..,Qul d  a t tempt t o  cover i t  up. 

Not only is leakage 8 problem but the transpartat.ion of the plu tonium to Colorado. 

This vould create a chance of a spil l ,  because ve have already had tvo chemical s p i l l s  

one i n  F i l e r  Idaho a n d  the other upon t h e  Samon river w h i c h  destroyed mil Ions 

of fish. If one tea spoon of plutonium was spilt i t  vould k i l l  m i l lons of living 

organisms. The plu tonium ve are dealing vith has a t  the least a 20 ,666 year l i f e .  

Th a t  means that t h a t  aria vould be devistated f o r  20, 000 years. 

AI10ther part that plu tonium plays in destroying i s  human 1 ife .. There i s  

a chance of the workers in t h e  plant b e i n g  exposed to t h e  rakiat ion from t h e  

plutoni'um. I f  exposed to the radiation The chance o f  survival i s  v e r y  s l im f  

f o r  yo� v i l l  m o s t  l ik l y  shov up with c a n c e r ,  lucimia , or l u n g  deases w h i c h  i s  
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IDAHO CHAPTER 
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION, INC, 

6729 USTICK ROAD BOISE, IDAHO 83704 

March 26 , 1988 

Dr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations O f f i c e  
U .  S .  Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE P l ace 
Idaho Fal l s , Idaho 83402 
Dear Dr. Nicho l s :  

RE : S I S  Project - INEL , Idaho F a l l s  

{208) 322-4744 

On b e h a l f  of t h e  Idaho Chapter of the National E l ect r i cal 
Contractors Association and its membersh i p ,  I wish to 
express support o f  hav i n g  the Special I sotope Separ a t i o n  
( S I S ) P r o j e c t  bui l t  a n d  o p e r a t e d  a t  t h e  Id aho Nat i o n a l  
E n g i n e e r i n g  Laboratory ( I NE L )  S i t e  i n  I d a h o .  

The I NEL h a s  b e e n  an i nt e gral part o f  I d a ho ' s  economy 
for many years--the amount o f  work at the S i t e  d e t e rm i n es 
the l i v e l i hood of many emp loyee5 in t he immediate area 
and u l t imat e l y  people and businesses t h roughout Idaho . 
It has become a promi nent regulator of I d aho ' s  economy . 

The addition of t he S I S  Proj ect wi l l  b r i n g  much-needed 
new j obs and a boost of m i l l i ons o f  do l l ars t o  Idaho ' s  
fam i l i es and i t s  economy . I t  also brings an exc i t i n g  
new technology w i t h  side b e n e f i t s  o f  attract i n g  o t h e r  
rel ated business a n d  educat i o n a l  opport u n i t i es . The 
pro j e c t  meets the e n v i ronmental impact s t a ndards and is 
a " c l ean" industry . 

We wel come t he Spe c i a l  I s o t o p e  Separ a t i o n  Project and 
look forward to bei n g  a part of t h e  growth i t  wi l l  bring 
t o  I daho and its peop l e .  

s..i:rr�ely , �, �,� 
PATS�ASE 
Off :je Manager 

E 2 1 6  

�'l.h.iblt 7J� 
pT rJ<-I(v So.....k'?cu.J,o...Q-> 

MY NAME IS DIANE RONAYNE. I LIVE lit BOISE. 

I AM AGAINST CONSTRUCTION OF' THE SPEC IAL ISOTOPE SEPARATOR A�RE IN 

THE UNITED STATE S ,  BUT ES��£!.�LY AT THE INEL IN IDAHO. DURING MY 

WORKING WEEK. I PROMOTE THE STATE OF IDAHO AS A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE COME 

TO LIVE BECAUSE OF THE OUTDOORS . BECAUSE OF OUR P'ABULQUS HUNTING AND 

FISHING AND THE OPPORTUN ITIES TO ENJOY THESE ACTIVITIES IN A CLEAN . 

PRISTINE STATE . HOW CAN WE EXPECT IDAHO ' S  TOURISH AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION ECONOMY TO GROW -- AS IT � BEEN IN THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, 

WILE OT..!!£:R ASPECTS OF OUR ECONOMY DECLINE -- IF WE HAV! RADIOACTIVE 

WASTE CONTAMINATING OUR RIVERS AND STREAHS FROM SPILLS OR LEAKAGE INTO 

THE UNDERGROUND AQUIFER? HOW CAN WE TELL PEOPLE IT ' S  SAFE TO EAT THE 

P'ISH FROH THESE STREAHS. OR THE WATERFOWL THAT SWIH IN SURP'ACE WATERS? 

HOW CAN WE EXPECT TOURISTS TO WANT TO SHARE HIGHWAYS AND REST AREAS 
.. 

WITH TRUCKLOADS OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE? THE FEW CONSTRUCTION JOBS THAT 

WILL BE GIVEN TO IDAHOANS ARE NOT ENOUGH TO OFFSET THE LONG�TERH LOSS 

TO THE STATE ' S PROMINENT IMAGE AS wTHE UNDISCOVERED AMERICA· WERE 

PEOPLE COME TO GET �Y FROM IT ALL .  SINCE THERE IS l!2 N�D FOR HORE 

NUCLEAR ARMAMENT CAPABILITY, IT IS FOOLHARDY RISK LOSING THE CLEAN, 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT WE �Y HAVE . REJECT THE SIS I 

k��u 
DIANE RONA ¥HE 

746 SANTA PAULA COURT , 

BOISE, 10. 83712 
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Public Comment on the Special Isotope Separation Project Draft Environmen tal 
Incpact Statement 

Last Thanksgiving B group of Nor th American Indians. peacemakers and healers 
.... ent to the Soviet Union to meet .... ith the Peace Commit tees i n  Lenigrand and 
Mosco.",. My husband and I were among the fortunate invi ted to a t tend these 
meetings. 

While touring the schools. speaking .",ith children . visiting people on the 
Metro. talking with guests a t  parties given i n  private homes i n  our honor 
and mee ting llIith the commi t tees . one stark fact s tood out from all others-
that the ci tizens of the Soviet Union are more dedicated to the promotion 
of peace than ci tizens of the United States. But then. the Russians have 
had more fi��

�
}l.!wd experience .",ith dealing with the disasterous effects 

of nuclear � gone awry. 

"'hich brings me home to Idaho. With the Tf�alization that humani tie 's greatest 
. fear is not aids. or drought or s tarvation--or even the crash of the stock 
market--but the dread of wan-made holocas t .  IlIhy locate a platonium producing 
facility in Idaho. Or in any area of our county. Does the United States 
really need another fear factory funded and constructed i n  the name of "peace "? 
And with all the deticits and financial lIIoes plaguing our country. can we 
afford such a controversial faci l i ty. Can Idaho risk the dangers of housing 
even greater amounts of nuclear .",astes? It; the possible contamination of the 
ground water which area Bgricul ture is dependent upon worth the few hundred 
temporary job generated by the risk? No. 

���\;,� 
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D ROCKY rvDUNTAIN RIVER TOURS 
26 March 1988 

Mr .  Clay Nichols 
I:ept. of fuergy 
750 OOE Place 
Idaho Falls , ID 83402 

Gentlemen : 

E 2 1 9  

Bl. hAiblr -:t\ \I 

My name is Qlve Mills. I was born in Idaho as was my father. 

I am a licensed Idaho River OJtfitter for ten years . 

I say no to the S . LS • •  

There is no logical reason for tris plutonium plant . There is 

enough plutonium to defend the United States for the future • 
Spending money unnecessarily when our nation has a huge deficit 

makes no sense . The storage of nuclear wastes at Cepart...'11ent 

of Fnergy sites is deplon�ble all around the country . 

The land at the LN.E.L. has too many potential problem s .  

The aquifer feeds the Snake River and the whole area lies 

on a geologic fault . 

The future of Idaho is at stake here . Stop the maddness !  

� Ca�!1/� 
cc : G::>vernor Andrus 

Congressional relegation 

POSTQ'F'CE Be. ",; 

CIVIL PIl.,ON. "'P�""'."\.. ' .. VIl.TU ... TIO .... II.,;I'O.'w :O ... '"UO;:" O ... .  UI't;ItYI.'O .. 

...... 1/; .... 1.. ...... " .  ,u,.,.LV 
IIU" II""O" ""0 0" .. ' .... 0. H.,.O."UI.,<: '''.''''''' .. 1...''''O''. IO'WlIl, .... 0 I&WAQI 

,nlUCTUJI • •  OII' COHC"I'I. Y'''.lll. I,""In+ .... 0 "GCO( 

D r .  C l ay N i c ho l s  
U .  S .  Dept . o f  Energy 
Idaho Operations Off i ce 
785 Doe P l ace 
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C A R L Y L E  W .  B R I G G S  
CONSULTING ENGINEER 

BRIGGS ENGINEER BUILDING 

BOISE. IDAHO 83702 

March 1 8 .  1 988 

Idaho Fal l s .  1 0 83402- 1 1 33 
To 1 .  ( 206 ) 526-0306 

Oear Dr . N i c ho l s :  

i?��;b;+- d::)D 
BRIGGS and ASSOCIATES Consultant Enllneers '.1' . • 1.1 ... (0 ' U I  

"'01.'11;"1:0 
10.0. .. 0. O'Ul:OO" . ......... ' .. GTO ... 

MININO-GEOLOGY 

MECHANICAL 

LAND PLANNING 

.1"0,"""'1. .1,1.(11111110". 
cO .... '.CIAL .... " 'NI;IUIlTII'''I. ,'T'. 

S u b j e c t :  Speci a l  I sotope Separator Fac i l i ty Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement 
( D E I S )  H e a r i ng at 6 0 ; s e  C i ty Hal l ,  March 26, 1 988.  

I wou l d  l i k.e to regi ster my support for l ocat i ng the subject faci l i ty at the INEL 
near Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho , and request that th i s  l etter by made a part of testimony 
recei ved at the subject heari ng . 

It ; s  my bel i ef that t h i s  fac i l i ty wou l d  be a tremendouS boost to the economy of 
a l l  of Idaho , as wel l  as surround i n g  area s .  

I h a v e  b e e n  assured t h a t  m y  Congressmen a n d  l eg i s l ators support a n d  are promo t i n g  
th i s  p r o j e c t  strong l y .  As a consu l t i ng and c i ty-county eng i neer , deal i n g  w i th 
po l l u t i on and water products and underground waters i n  Idaho for more than 40 
years , I see no adverse envi ronmental effects from i m p l ement i ng the proj ect . 

I am ava i l ab l e  to h e l p  impl ement the success of thi s proprosed project in any 
way possi b l e .  

Very tru l y  yours, 

/ ·) , <,"u- j.� .h/-4'/'�� 
Car l y l e  W. Br i g g s ,  p .l .  :/;) 
Consu l t i n g  C i t y  & County Eng i neer . 

c c :  Senator Symms 
Senator McCl u r e  
Congressman C r a i g  
Congressman Sta 1 1  i ngs 
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STATEMENT OF: LISA OSTERMILLER 

PO BOX 741 
MCC!LL ; I D  83638 

( 208)634-2428 
Hi , my name is Max Daniel Ostermiller and I live in McCall .  Hi , my 

name is Lisa Ostermiller with My son !'lax here and I � i  ve in McCall 

. t . v L  Itp .... ", .. . "" � '" 1_ t 
tant reason is standing right here next to me . ,  I cannot claim to be 

an expert on plutonium,nor on the econirnics of Idaho, but I can look 

at some of the facts and make my stateme n t .  1. There are 50 , 000 
nuclear weapons in the world today. IJe have many tons of p l utonium 

already stockpiled . ready to make more bombs . . .  why ..,ould we want to 

build more a t  a time when we are trying to reduce the number of nuclear 

weapons? 2. My husband is a fourth generation Idahoan , I  have wanted 

to live in Idaho for at least ten years ,and now here we are-but has 

my dream really come true? I love Iaho for many reasons . . .  the 

beautiful moun tains, lakes and streams . . .  it 's a place to raise a family--

maybe. Fact . . .  the INEL site sits on top of the Snake River Plain 

Aquifer, the source of fresh water for much o f  southern Idaho. This 

area is also geoligically active. We already have evidence 

that "temporarily" stored wastes a t  INEL have leaked into the sediment 

beds. Do the shortlived economic benefits out-lOeigh the potent" · .... 1 

for envi ronmental disaster? Would you raft or fish on a rive' 

knew i t  was contaminated with Plutonium?The Draft EIS is sorely 

t e o  I am in support of the NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE for the S I S .  ldaho ' s  

future i s  more than plutoniu m , Ma x ' s  future 

is more than plutonium. Let ' s  face i t ,  There j ust isn ' t  a future 

in a lOorld where we solve our d i fferences lOith violence. Thank you.  
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BETSY ALBINSO:-.l 

)tanager 
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THE CHAMBER 

�X: M-b , ' t- �_ 
/ 

:'<AMPA CHAMBER Of'COMMERCE 

March 2 2 ,  1988 

To : Dr . Clay Nichol s ,  Idabo Operations Of f i ce 
U. S. Department o f  Energy 

From : The Board of Directors and general membership 
of t he Nampa Chamber of Commerce 

Re : Support of the Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory (I . N . E . L . ) SpeCial Isotope 
Separation ( S . I . S . ) Project 

Tbe Nampa Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors went 
on record June 3rd of 1987 in unanimous support of 
the Special Isotope Separation ( S . l . S . ) Project being 
located at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory 
in Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho . 
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WEAPo!'rs GRA:JE: ?LUTON7:UM �£F:NERY A':' :NE.:s - SAY �IO 
Pa t r i c i a Ha : .l  

read .! �  the curre::t Treasure Va l l ey This Week an a r t i c l e  
Concer�ir:.g t h e  S I S  hearir:.gs . :t s tated , " Idaho i s  cor..s i dered 
the leading cont ende!, in ":: he :Jepartmer..t of E!1e!"gy I s search 
!'or a hoce f o r  the S I S .  i::. pa!" ,,:: !:lecause o f  the existing 
sU9port fa c ! ': i  ties at the INE;:, and part because of the lack 
o f  any s i g n i !' i cant ant!-nuclear :::r.over.:er:t i ::.  the staLe . "  

: would l i ke to point out to our d i s t i nguished Hea!"ing Panel 
that the::-e i s  a ver:y Signi f i cant grass !'oots anti -nuclear 
r.:love::tent !!'! Idaho . Idahoans �o t only support Snake River 
A l l iar.ce . !:lut such organiza t i or..s as Beyond War .  Phys i c ians 
for Soc ial Respons i b i  1 i ty . B e t t e!" World S o c i e t y ,  Sane-Freeze , 
Ground Zero , Nukewa t c h ,  Aoer icar. Peace :'est . P l owshares , and 
+any other church and SOC i a l l y  concerned endeavors that 
promote peace a�d � us t i c e .  Ada f.Qunty � !2.r �� and 
:l!:!:! t i c e  has a :nailing l i s t  o f  2 5 0  suppor ters . 

:'he poss i b i l i t y  of a nuclea!" t.,eapons p:a::.t in Idaho raises 
serious mora': ar:.e ethical ques tions which ! w i l ':'  attempt to 
address . 

If you w i l }  r e f l e c t  for a mOr.'len t , you w i l l  realize a l l  l iving 
t h i ngs are inter-connected and inter-rela'ted throug:: our 
planet home . We all have the sa::o:e life support system . No 
::latter what culture, re':!gior:. or pol i t i cal be l i e f s ,  a l l  
�u::o:ar:.! ty survives becat:.se w e  breath the a i r  sur!"ounding our 
Plane t ,  drink the Earth 1 s water and l ': ve from. our World I s 
resources . 

T!"::ere !'!.ow exists the real po ss ! !:l ! l i ty of u l t i:r.ate h'..U:lar:. and 
ecological disaster - through the impe:'!ding use ot nuclear 
warheads . We have enough t o  dest!'oy au!" world many ti:nes 
over . The stock p 1 1 1 r.g o! these weapo:'!s has c!'ea ted the real 
potent i a l  f o r  the death o f  ou!' �other Sarth, ::'er ".: o t a l  
destruct i o n .  

W e  conti:1ue t o  s t :::" ive for ou!' rights a::.d f!'eedocs . O u r  most 
fundamental !' ight i s  the r i ght f o r  continuing l i f e ,  which i s  
tota l ly t i ed to the su!"'v!val o f  t h e  =:a!"'t� . T h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  
o f  r:.'uclea!' a !' :n s  threatens this !"'igh t .  W e  must v i gorously 
de!!land our rig!"':.t to l i f e a::.d strive to :,:urture i t ,  so we can 
!"'eal i z e  our goal fa!' the future - a d!gni f ied existe::.ce for 
all hU%lankind. with adequate food. hous ! n g ,  c l o thi:':g . :r.edica.l 
ca!"'e and educat ional opportun i t i es . 

':'::'is goal car: :,e a t t a : �ed !:ly act:�g on t::'e pos i t ive hu:::.ar:. 
q',.;.a l i t i es o f  ge!'"leros i t y ,  good Wi l l ,  wiseo:::: ,  compassion a!'"lc. 
love . '!'he antithes!s of these qt;a l i t ': es are greed, parano i a ,  
ignorance , a:'!d hatred . W e  k!'"lOW that each pe!"'son has the 
p o t e n t ': a l  for a l l  these qual i t i e s .  We :-.eed t o  s t re::gthen the 
posi tive side o f  o',.;.!' natu!"e and to recog!'"lize the negative for 
what it i s .  
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:: bel i eve the nuclear weapons pr o l i feration is an e}�pression 
o f  our �egative ��a l ! t i es . :he cont i nued devel opment , 
preduc ion and tes t i ng of these dead':y bo�bs is a crime 
agai :::s �urnar:.ity ar:.d o'\,.;,:' beloved ::ar t :: . We have a :no:::"al 
o b l i ga ior:. t o  !" e s ;, s t  t�e f o !" c e s  that pe!'petuate these 
act:'v;' :es . 

We ::1eed to :"ecogr:.ize t h e  complexity of au:::: hU::':.a::.ess ar..d 
unde::-stand our : i :!l. ':' ta t i ons and shortcomi :::gs , a s  w e l l  as c'...:.r 
s t r engths . We need to r e c o gn i z e  that we , as tax-payers are 
respor..s i b l e  f o !:'  suppo r t !r:.g the nuc':ear weapor:.s ht.:. i ': d  up a:-:d 
the ?oss i b l e  eventua: demise of our �lar:.e t . 

�hose we place in po ': i t i c a l  l eadership are a ': 5 0  respons i b : e .  
So�e use t he i r  power f o r  ques t i onable �otives i n s t ead o f  the 
greate� good . So�e think p r i ma r i l y  o f  s�ort term economic 
gai� rat�er t�an the wel f ar e  0= future ge�era t ! o ns . �or=an 
Cous :�s , a professor o f  Med i ca l  Huoani t i e s  a t  the Un i v .  0 =  
Cal ': : . , sa i d ,  "T�e weapo:!s merchants have a s t rong h o l d  on 
U . S .  9 0 ! i cy . ��ey have an open cha�nel to the C . S .  Treasury 
and �ave �o inte�tion of l e t t ing go . "  I C� r i s t i a n  S c i ence 
Mon i t o � ,  1 / 2 7 / 8 7 1  

The S : S  w i l l  cost we taxpayers 5 8 6 2  = i l l i o n .  

I b e : i eve our tax money wo�ld b e  b e t t e r  spent on hu�an i t arian 
pro j ec t s . 

Accord:�g to Dan � e i c he r ,  pro j ec t  a t t orney for the Nat�ral 
Resources �e!ense Counc i l , " S I S  is perhaps the poorest 
a l t e rnative ava i l a b l e  t o  :::eet whatever need f o r  weapons-grade 
plut onium that =ay exi s t . There are other a l ternatives 
cheaper and s a f e r  . . . .  ? l u t onium is an extre�ely t o x i c mater i a l  
a n d  r i sks o f  radiat i on exposu!"e to worke!"s a n d  the pub l i c  may 
be r e : a t i ve l y  high beca�se it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  handle and 
process . . . .  ? l c t onium reac t s  w i t h  both a i r  and water t o  form 
oxides wh i c h  car. eas i l y e n t e r  the envi ror.:r:en <:: . "  

The serious danger t o  t h e  envi ronment i s  addressed by L i z  
PaUl , J i re c t o r  0 :  t h e  S I S  Education P r o j e c t  i n  X e t c �u= . She 
says , '!:�e ma!"ke t a b i l l t y of our agricu!tural products wi l l  
b e  threatened because o f  a wo r l d  =arket that i s  increasingly 
sens':' t ':' ve t o  low-level r a d i o a c t  i ve contar.:inat i o n .  T o"..!r ,:, s :;: , 
one 0: :daho ' s  : ew growth indU s t r i e s , w i : :  be adve r s l y  
a f f e c � ed b y  t h e  prox i m i t y  o f  a nuclear weapons f a c t o ry . 
C::oa ters o f  the Moon � a t i onal Mor.\;.!::ent , 20 :r. i l e s  :ro:n t:-:e :�rE:' 
bounc:a r y ,  s 0:1 E i g::way 2 0 ,  wh!c::' w i l l  be heav : ! y trave':ed by 
pluton':':;:::. ::oanspo ::: t �J"e� i c ::' es . Wo r l d  fa:no-..:.s SU:1 Va l l ey :s 
just 6 0  ;-::. i  e s  fro� the �NE : .  

do� ' t�ir.k we �eed any 9 l u t or.:�:;: r e : : � e r y .  

" The �eagac Adm: n i s t::oat : on ' s  budget requests 5 8 . 2  � i l l i on f o r  
devel09ing n e w  nuclear weapons . S p e n d i n g  f o r  n u c  ear weapons 
syst e:r:s has :nore than dot:.bled 1 : :'0:::' 5 3 . 1  b i l l i o n  n F i scal 
Year 1 9 8 1 )  s i nce Reagan took o = = i c e . �he Ad� i n i s  r a t i o n has 
received Congressional a?proval � � r  a new 5 1 . 9  bi l i on 
program to expand and upgrade the n�c:ear weapons proc"..! c t ':'on 
: ac i l : t :es . 7 h ! s  program lays ��e =ounda � : o n f o r  bu i l d i ng 
more anc �ore bombs ! o r  decades t o  co�e . 7he Pentagon : s  
p l anning t o  produce 1 1 . 00 0  new nuc':ea::o bo:bs in t h e  next ten 
years . "  ( C orr.:::: i t t ee for a Sane :-luc': ear '? o ': ':' cy ,  2 / 8 7 ) 

N o  one w i l l  s u r· __ i ·fe a n t:. c l e a r  ho':ocau s t . �t would mean t!':e 
extinction of o't:.r spec i es .  � i :' ': :. cns o f  peop':e would be 
destroyed i n  a =rac t i on of a second . t�e remaining wo\;.:'d d i e  
s l ow l y  and pa i n f u l ly o f  radi a t i o n s i cknes s . � h e  e n t i r e  l i f e 
sU9?ort system of the P l an e t  wou':d be destroye d . We must 
stop playing t h i s  s u i c i d a l  ga:ne . :he t h : nk':'ng that !':as 
created th.:s r e a l i ty .:.s a b s o l u t e l y ':'nsane . What can we do t o  
p u t  a stop to i t ?  

W e  can say N O  t o  the 9 ! u t o n i u:-::. r e : ':' n e !"y i n  Idaho . My f r iend 
Kerry Cook s a i d , " Sy saying NO to the S : S . we are saying that 
we w i ': l  not accept a p o ': l u t i ng industry t�at i s  r i s ky to 
human and envir or.ment a :  hea l t h ,  gross ! y  expensive , a!'!.d an 
esca':ation 0 =  t::e :1u c l ear a r::::s race . '! ( !(er:-y Cook , S o i s e  
YWCA . 2 / 6 7 )  

T::'ar.k you , Yo't{L 
? a t r  c ':' a  ::a l l  
4 : 0  �rkway � :- i v e  
9 0 ': s  : :J  8 3 7 0 6  
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S I S  Testimony 
M a r c h  2 6 ,  1988  
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M y  name i s  Gwy n n e  Mc E l h i n ney . I am a r e p r e s e n t a t i ve of the Boise 

Peace Qu i l t  P r o j e c t  a s  a r e  t h e s e  women . We come h e r e  t o n i g h t  to 

l e x p r e s �  o u r  unqua l i f i ed oPPos i t i o n  to  the  p r oposed SIS  p r o j ect . We 

s t a nd u n i ted in a f f i r m i ng o u r  common respo n s i b i l i t y for bequea t h i n g  a 

pos i t i ve legacy to f u t u r e  gene r a t i o n s . The i n h e r i t a n c e  we w i s h  to 

leave i n c l udes : fer t i le s o i l ,  c l e a n  a i r ,  p u r e  water , a n d  a b a l a nced , 

h e a l thy ecosys t e m .  W e  w i s h  t o  le ave safe h i ghways , a sound economy , 

a n d  peace of m i nd - - t h e  peace of m i nd tha t come s w i t h  t h e  global 

secu r i ty c r eated by d e - f u s i n g  n u c l e a r  a r se n a l s . 

S i x  yea r s  ago a sma l l  group of us began to wage peace f r om the 

q u i l t i ng f r ame . NOw , 1 8  q u i l t s  l a t e r ,  h u n d r eds o f  l o c a l  q u i l t e r s  

s h a r e  o u r  comm i t me n t  t o  c r e a t e  a peace f u l  a n d  secu r e  f u t u r e  for o u r  

c h i l d r e n . 

The q u i l t  you see h e r e  t o n i g h t - - f rom i t s i n i t i a l  d e s i g n  t h rough i t s  

comp l e t i o n- - r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coope r a t i v e  e f f o r t .  This  

quilt  was hand- s t i tched by sov i e t  a n d  Ame r i can women . These a r e  the 

I feces o f  r e a l  Ame r i c a n  a n d  Sov i e t  c h i l d r e n . Women c a r r i e d  t h i s  q u i l t  

to Geneva to s p e a k  to t h e  nego t i a t o r s  a t  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  a r ms t a l k s  i n  

19 8 6 .  A f t e �wa r d s ,  t h e  q u i l t  t r a v e l led t h e  wo r l d ,  h a n g i n g  i n  a w i d e  

! v a r iety o f  f o r ums f r om westmi n s t e r  Ca thed r a l  to t i ny cou n t r y  schools . 

Everywhere i t  h a s  been seen we have d i scov e r ed women a n d  men who s h a r e  

o u r  conce r n  f o r  t he p h y s i c a l  a n d  psycholog i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  o u r  

c h i l d r e n .  w i t h  t h i s  back g r o u n d  i n  m i n d ,  l e t  me desc r i be to y o u  why w e  

membe r s  o f  the B o i s e  P e a c e  Q u i l t  P r o : ect adaman t l y  o p p o s e  the S I S  

p r o j ec t .  W e  o b j e c t  t o  cons t r uc t i o n  o f  t h e  S I S  because i t  i s  

a n t i t h e t i c a l  to a l l  w e  ch e r i s h  a s  wor thy o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  

i n h e r i t a n c e .  

We a f f i r m  our c h i l d r e n ' s  r ight to i n he r i t  f e r t i l e  s o i l  which w i l l  

produce abu n d a n t  n u t r i t ious food . 

The S I S  p r o j ect t h reatens c o n t a m i n a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  products and 

t h e  s o i l f r om which they spr i n g .  

W e  a f f i rm o u r  c h i ld r e n ' S  r i gh t  to i n he r i t  c l e a n  a i r  t o  breathe a n d  

p u r e  w a t e r  t o  d r i n k .  

T h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  cou ld j e opa r d i z e  both o f  t h ese n a t u r a l  r e sou rces . 

Across the cou n t r y  o t h e r  commu n i t i e s  which hos t DOE s i t e s  a r e  

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 1  

6 . 1 .  2 

d i scove r i ng con t a m i n a t i o n  r a tes w h i ch cause i ncreased cancer i n c i dence 5 . 1 3 . 1 3 
a n d  h i gher  mo r t a l i ty r a t e s . The DE IS does n o t  adequa t e l y  address

· 

wa s t e  d i sposal f o r  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  i t sel f .  I n  add i t i o n ,  loca t i ng t h e  

S I S  h e r e  c o u l d  c a use I daho t o  become the perma n e n t  t o x ic w a s t e  dump 

for o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  f ac i l i t i es . The INEL pr oposed s i t e of the SIS i s  

located d i rect l y  above the S n a k e  R i v e r  Aqu i f e r ,  t h e  m a j o r  source o f  

d r i n k i n g  water a n d  i r r i g a t i o n  f o r  southe r n  I daho a n d  o u r  a g r i cu l t u r e  

i nd u s t r y . B a s e d  o n  t h e i r  reco rd , t h e  D O E  c a n n o t  be depended u p o n  t o  

p r o t e c t  these v i t a l  n a t u r a l  r es o u r ces . We m u s t  do i t  o u r s e l v es . 

We a f f i r m our c h i l d r e n ' s  r i gh t  to i n he r i t  a b a lanced a n d  h e a l thy 

ecosystem which c a n  only be g u a r a n teed if adeq u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  for 

so i l ,  air  and wa t e r  qua l i ty are m a i n t a i ned . 

5 . 30 . 1 . 4 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  
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The S I S  project des t a b i l i zes a l l  o f  t�ese c r i t i c a l  p a r a me t e r s . The 

DOE has a poor s a f e t y  record at s i t es n a t i o n a l l y .  �he I NE L  is n o  

excep t i o n . M i l l i o n s  o f  c u r i e s  h a v e  been r e l eased i n t o  t h e  a i r ,  

g r oundwa t e r  and s o i l  i n  e a s t e r n  I daho t o  d a t e .  

W e  a f f i r m  our c h i ld r e n ' s  r i g h t  t o  i n h e r i t  a s o u n d  economy t h a t  a f f o r d s  

reasonable g r owth w i t h o u t  s ac r i f i c i ng the qua l i t y  o f  l i fe w h i c h  w e  

t r easure here i n  I d a h o .  

The S I S  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  i nduce a boom-bu s t  econom i c  c y c l e  w h i c h  would 

n o t  be in the best i n t e r e s t  o f  I d a h oa n s . An i n f l u x  b E  people would 

cause taxes to go up to suppo r t  a d d i t i on a l  publ i c  s e r v ices , i nc l u d i n g  

e x p a n d e d  school sys tems . Ye t ,  t h e  l i m i t e d  seven to e i g h t  year l i f e  o f  

the S I S  p r o ject would pr eclude a n y  l a s t i ng economi c  b e ne f i t  to t h e  

s t a t e  . The impac t  of t h e  S I S  s h u t down on local a n d  r e g i o n a l  

economies w o u l d  be u ndoubtedly n e g a t i v e .  Add i t i o n a l l y  t h e  D E I S  does 

n o t  a d d r e s s  t � e  pote n t i a l  cost o f  lost economic oppo r t u n i t i es for 

I daho because o f  t h e  pr esence o f  a n uc l e a r  bomb factory . We feel the 

DElS h a s  f a i l e d  t o  suppo r t  i t s  c l a ims that the S I S  could p r o v i d e  

econom i c  s p i noffs o r  t e c h n o l o g y  t r a n s fe r , The e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  Wood 

R i v e r  J o u r n a l  have s t a ted it wel l :  RWha t ' s  l e f t  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

whethe r the 7 5 0  jobs c r e a ted by t h e  S I S  a r e  wo r t h  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  a r ms 

r ace a nd chang i ng the r o l e  o f  the I N E L  f r om s c i e n t i : i c t o  

m i l i t a r y " . Wha t ' s  l e f t  i s  f o r  t h e  people i n  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l l y-st rapped 

r e g i o n  t o  a c � nowledge t h a t  t h e r e  is such a t h i ng as ' ba d  jobs ' and 

5 . 2 7 . 6 .  9 t h a t  the DO:: i s  o f f e r i n g  a h a nd f u l  of them to I daho a t  a v e r y  h i g h  

p r i ce , R  

We a f f i r m  o u r  c h i l d re n ' s  r i g h t  to i n he r i t  a n  I da h o  u p o n  w h o s e  h i ghways 5 . 2 9 . 1 0 4 
i t  is s a f e  to t r av e l . 

The S I S  p r o j e c t  would t h r e a ten t h e  safety of I d a ho ' s  h i g hways because 

the DOE has said that every road be tween H a n f o r d  a n d  t h e  INEL i s  a 

p o t en t i a l  p l u t o n i um t r u ck way . Had t h e  t r u c k  s p i l l  of V i tavax i n t o  t h e  

L i t t l e  Sa lmon R i v e r  l a s t  December b e e n  pl u t o n i u m ,  R i g g i n s '  w a t e r  would 

n o t  have been f i t  to d r i n k  f o r  2 40 0 00 yea r s  a n d  t h e  f i sh k i l l  could 

have e x tended t h roughout t h e  e n t i r e  Sa lmon and Columb i a  R i ve r s ,  L i z  

Pau l ,  P r o j e c t  Coo r d i natoor  o f  L i f e  G u a r d  I d a h o ,  makes a compe l l i ng 

obse r v a t i o n  when she s ta t e s  t ha t ,  R 7 5 0  e i g h t  yea r jobs is a n  

impove r i s hed prospe r i ty i ndeed when t h e  po t e n t i a l  cost  i s  2 41 0 0 0  yea r s  

o f  dead f i s h  a nd b a d  w a t e r , R  

We a f f i r m  t h e  r i g h t  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  to i n h e r i t  t h e  p e a c e  o f  m i nd w h i c h  

come s f r om t h e  g l o b a l  secur i t y  o f  d e - f u s i n g  e x i s t i n g  nuclear  a r senal s .  

The s o l e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  S I S  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p l u t o n ium f o r  u s e  i n  

nucle a r  weapon s ,  I f  c o n s t r u c t ed , t h e  S I S  would t ra n s f o r m  t h e  INEL 

from a f a c i l i ty focused on peaceable research to a factory producing 

bombs capable o f  des t r oying t h e  e a r t h . The D E I S  does n o t  addd r e s s  t h e  

moral a nd psychological impact ,  espe c i a l l y  o n  c h i l d r e n ,  of l i v i ng i n  a 

s t a t e  or commu n i t y  which is bu i l t  a r o u n d  weapons produc t i o n . C h i l D r e n  

s h o u l d  be f r ee o f  t h e  f e a r  of n u c l e a r  d e s t r uc t i o n  a nd contamina t i o n .  

O u r  c h i l d r e n  c a n  neve r k n ow peace o f  m i n d  i f  t h e y  a r e  l i v i ng i n  a 

n u c l e a r  s hadow c a s t  by t h e  S I S ,  

T h e  c h i ld r e n  p ic t u r ed o n  t h i s  q u i l t  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  and 

s i s t e r s  dese rve t o  i n he r i t  a wo r l d  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  develop t o  t h e i r  

5 . 2 9 . 80 

3 . 3 . 1  
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f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .  Th i s  c a n  o n l y  happen i f  coop e r a t i v e  e f fo r t s such a s  

t h i s  q u i l t  a r e  no u r i s h ed a n d  a l lowed t o  bea r f r u i t .  P r e s i de n t  Reagan 

and secr e t a r y  Gorbachev, backed u p  by t h e i r  people s '  d e s i r e  for accord 

between the s u p e r p o we r s ,  h a v e  given u s  hope t h a t  o n e  day we wi l l  

develop m o r e  sane a n d  s e c u r e  m e t h o d s  f o r  r e s o l v i ng o u r  conf l i c t s .  

E v e n  i f  d e t e r r e nce r e ma i n s  a n  i s s u e , t h e  w h i t e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  DOE , i n  

a p r e s s  r e l e a s e  o n  F' e b r u a r y  1 7 , 1 9 8 8 ,  s t ated t h a t  a d e q u a t e  s u pp l i e s  o f  

p l u t o n i u m f o r  f u t u r e  s t r a t e g i c  d e f e n s e  needs e x i s t  a t  p r esen t ,  w i t h o u t  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S I S ,  

W e  o f  t h e n o i s e  Peace Qu i l t  p r o j e c t  a r e  h e r e  t o  b e a r  w i t n e s s  for t he 

i n h e r i t a nce of o u r  c h i l d r e n . 

We c h a r g e  you and a l l  t h e  men and women who w i l l  d e c i d e  t h e f a t e  o f  

t h e  S I S  t o  r e j e c t  co n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  I d a h o  o r  anywhere 

e l s e ;  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y ,  u nw a r r a n t e d  a n d  immo r a l  • 

P r o t e c t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  and t h i s  p r e c i o u s  p l a n e t .  

S e r v e  t h e  gen e r a t i o n s  o f  o u r  f u t u r e ,  t h e  l i feblood we ch e r i s h .  

T r a n s f o r m  y o u r  powe r t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  e a r t h  i n  i t s  w h o l e n e s s  a n d  

beau t y .  

H e a l  a race t o r n  b y  w a r f a r e  a n d  t h e  mach i n e r y  o f  d ea t h .  ;dc1t1� b� 
,F�!�� We each--

We ill must m e e t  the w i s e eyes o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n . I (Q;trc{ 0M1of We s h a r e  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The c h i l d r e n  a r e  wa i t i ng .  

��r'�:/?{\c;/�c 
Gwynne ''M C E l h i nney a n d  t h e�. 

B o i s e  Peace Qu i l t  P r o jec 
P . O .  Box 6 4 6 9  
B o i s e , I d a h o  8 3 7 0 7  

, 

/ V) n;.;!d) ':;/N ,,( �(C' ) . �-' 4-v",>(,iQ,� 
. n " I . o � o � 7'� r ;j"k'F 

Lb a;�} l-'::c' 7'cf f/" ",,{, y,Mir4 
� acjj0;i�7r-o(j;rQ,u( 

E 2 3 0  

r l ll .J� WJ [J J  n rl :  � IIIJ � J  I F' ( 1 .  , � l Jl  F1 � nil .n R.:� r l rJ  - �l . :,.J rea ' � n r�1 n � 1 n n . n n n LJ ",  
E 1/ ' '' ) 2 ]CJ 



....... ....... U1 

2 . 1 . 1  

5 . 3 0 .  1 .  1 1  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

E 2 3 1 

Idaho conserv:::.l':eague ... a.w ...... ..... o0'701 

TESTIMONY PRESENTED BY MAGGIE B .  COON , THE IDAHO CONSERVATION 
LEAGUE , ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE 
SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT , MARCH 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  

My name is Maggie B .  Coon . I am here today representing the 

Idaho Conservation League , a statewide conservation organization 

with approximately 1200 members . I hold a bachelor of science 

degree in geology and geophysics from Yale University and a 

master of forestry degree from the Yale School of Forestry and 

Environmental Studies . For the past ten years , I have worked as 

a natural resources consultant in the Pacific Northwes t ,  with a 

special focus on water quality issues . I have extensive 

experience in analysis of technical environmental impact statements . 

I would l ike to discuss two major flaws of the Draft EIS 

including I }  its failure to meet full disclosure requirements of 

the National Environmental Policy Act and 2 }  its failure to 

acknowledge the true uncertainties and hazards associated with 

transuranic waste disposal .  

I . �  QE � DISCLOSURE QE INFORMATION 

The Idaho Conservation League stands for the right of all  

Idaho citizens to a healthful environment . We  also  f ir�ly uphold 

the importance of informed decisionmaking . Congress passed the 

National Environmental Policy Act in 1969 to insure full 

disclosure of environmental consequences of important agency 

actions . By requiring the "responsible official " ( and I 

emphasize "repons ible " )  to prepare an environmental impact 

s tatement, Congress clearly meant to qive laypersons 8 S  well  as 

technical experts the basis for intelligent comment on the 

proposed action . 

The document now before us falls short first in its failure to 

take full responsibility for an unnecessary and dangerous project 

and second in its serious information gaps . 

a .  � unprecedented disclaimer invalidates the � 
Attached to the Draft EIS is an unprecedented disclaimer ,  

the  likes of which I have never seen in  all  the  time  I have 

worked with such documents . This disclaimer states , among other 

things , that nei ther the DOE nor any other federal aqency is 

respons ible for the accuracy of the EIS .  It also says that the 

document does not necessarily represent the views of any federal 

agency. 

Incredibly, the public is being asked to comment on an EIS 

for which there is no responsible agency and to accept as fac tual 

several hundred pages of quite technical information for whi ch 

noone is answerable .  What is the DOE hiding? In my view , this 

disclaimer invalidates the entire document as satisfying 

requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act . 

b .  � under lying need for � � � � revealed . 

The mos t  egregious omission of data from the EIS is openly 

admitted by the DOE . Failing completely to explain the need for 

the SIS project , the agency relies on the classified nature of 

Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Memorandum and the fol lowing vague and 

contorted statement : 

"The SIS  Project is needed by DOE to provide redundancy in 
production capability and technological diversity with 
respect to the current dependence of weapon-grade plutonium 
production on reactor availability, and to provide a t imely 
response to potential increases in approved needs for 
weapon-grade p lutonium in the period commencing in the mid-
1 9 9 0 5 "  (DEIS at 1-2 1 . 
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Th i s  i s  j u s t  a f a n c y  way o f  s aying " W e  want to have more weapon-

grade plutonium around i n  case we decide t o  build more nuclear 

warheads ! "  S u r e l y  the pub l i c  i s  e n t i t l e d  to a more thorough 

explanation than this . A f t e r  a l l ,  the dec i s i o n to build the S I S  

would dram a t i c a l l y  i n f l uence d e c i s ions to construct more nuc l e a r  

warheads . 

At a minimum , the E I S  should include r e f er e n c e  to a 

c l a s s i f i ed appendix which addr e s s e s  i n  d e t a i l  the que s t i on of 

n e e d  for t h i s  f a c i l i t y .  Cong r e s s  should have a c c e s s  to t h i s  

information i n  d e c iding whether or n o t  to f u n d  t h e  proj e c t .  

I I . � I.Q ACKNOWLEDGE � � � AND � 

In terms of long term s a f e t y  of the proposed S I S , 

one of the Idaho Conserva t i o n  League ' s  gravest c o n c e r n s  c e n t e r s  

a r o u n d  w a s t a  d i s p o s a l . According t o  the E I S . an u n s p e c i f ied 

amount of v e r y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  p l u tonium byproducts ( pr i ma r i l y  2 3 8 . 

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 8  240 and 2 4 1 )  m u s t  b e  d e a l t  w i t h .  This extremely t o x i c  byproduct 

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

m a t e r i a l  would b e  s t ored o n s i t e  i n  spe c i a l l y  d e s i g n ed stand a l o n e  

s torage v a u l t s  " un t i l  such t i m e  as D O E  e v a l u a t e s  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  

app l i c abi l i ty f o r  o t h e r  pos s i b l e  m i s s i on s " ( D E I S  a t  v i ) . I f  t h e  

DOE d i s c overs n o  other u s e  f o r  the�, t h e s e  w a s te s  a r e  s u p p o s e d  to 

be depos i t ed a t  the W a s t e  I s o l a t i on P i l o t  P l a n t  in C a r l sbad . N . M .  

along w i t h  the o t h e r  t r a n s u r a n i c  wa s t e s .  I n  e f f e c t , t h e  DOE i s  

a s k i ng the pub l i c  t o  s an c t i o n  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  some o f  the mos t 

dangerous s ub s t a n c e s  known t o  mankind without even s p e c i fying 

the i r  e v e n t u a l  d e s t i n a t i o n ! 

INEL has l o n g  b e e n  the r e c ip i ent of other types o f  

transuranic w a s t e  f r o m  around t h e  country a n d  n o w  holds huge 

qua n t i t i e s  i n  supposedly temporary s t orage . T h e s e  awa i t  s h ipment 

to the WIPP f a c i l i t y .  I f  the SIS i s  bui l t ,  i t  would add a n  

e s t imated 440 t o n s  annually to this s t o c kp i l e . Yet t h e  WIPP p l a n t  
5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1  

i s  not even in full operation and is suspected to have serious 

leakaqe problems . Unless d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t  WIPP resolved 

a l t ernative site located , INEL could we l l  continue to house the 

n a t i o n ' 5 nuclear refus e . 

From our perspective . de f a c t o  long term storaqe o f  both the 5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  
highly concentrated and other transuranic wa s t es a t  INEL i s  

totally unacceptab l e .  F i r s t  o f  a l l , this scenario i s  not 5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1 
discussed as part o f  any alternative i n  the E I S . Neverthe l es s ,  

plenty o f  evidence sUQ'Q'e s t s  the folly o f  such a c t i o n .  The 

document admits major earthquake a c t i v i t y  (rankinQ' 7 . 3  on the 5 . 1 0 . 2  
Richter s c a l e )  has been experienced a s  recently as 1 9 8 3  in an 

adjacent seismic belt just 40 miles from the s i t e .  This was 5 . 1 0 . 3  
close enouQ'h to cause perceptible tremors a t  INEL (DEIS a t  3 - 8 )  . 

S i tuated in a reQ'ion built by volcanic action, INEL has the 

potential to reexperience earth moveme n t s  at any time . Brushed 

aside as " l ow maQ'nitude" and " l o c a l i z e d "  in the EIS (at 3-11 ) .  
these danQ'ers remain latent i n  the terr a i n .  

Even i f  transport o f  wastes to a f a c i l i ty o f  uncertain 

s a f e t y  in New Mexico were possibl e ,  i t  solves nothinq. I t  merely 5 . 3 0 . 2 . 3 
translocates a terrible hazard from one s t a t e  to another, with a 

deadly trail in between. 5 . 2 9 . 9 1 
The Idaho Conservation League believes the DOE should know 

wi th certainty how wastes will be disposed before turning a 

sinQ'le spade o f  earth for facility construction. Neither 5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  
Idahoans nor New Mexicans WashinQ'tonians nor Georqians can 

accept the undocumented assumptions upon which this i l l  conceived 

project is founded .  

Thank you for this opportunity t o  comment . 
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Tolal Ranch Planning should Increase with 8)(perlence end LHeratura Cllad 
understanding. Traditionally. we have trained ranchars In Ba.rw:h_d,K.,P. Z'P""I, andD, ZIg_I, ll1.5. L.,aderthlplnd the 
Animal Science, Range Management, Wildlife Management. on. minute mlnl".r, Wilham Morro .... . r'Id Co .. Inc. N Y" N.Y. 1 1 1  
Agricultural Economics, ate. AU of  these disciplines musl be p 
molded In a loglcal lramawork. Total Ranch 88nelltl can OU ••• A.H .. .Ir.l.1.A .. _lng l.ndo .... n.robJectlve. lor .... l1dlile. pp. 
only be obtained by t�inklng and acUng in a Total Ranch �:�!�.�n�n�·!�Op�����·�d:u;�:�=�g�!i-;������:.il�:�� 
conted. Ove�;Imphasls in any phase detracts from the conain CNpter, The Wlldill. Society, MedllQn. 568 p. 
ranch operating a. a unit and oHen over�extends aome ".dd"II, J.1",. Theplanning procea •. pp9HI7.ln·L.D.Whll.and 
re.ources while under·ulilizing other resource,. The man" D. Guynn (Eds). Proceedings 01 Ihe Inlernatlonal Rancher, 
ager becomes a resource manager rather than a cattleman, Roundup. San Angelo, Texas, Texas Agr. Ext. S.rv. Uvalde. 389 p. 
,heepman, rangeman, etc. WI!coIl, D.O. '.2. Th. lmportanc. ol llexlbility In ranch man.g. 

The Total Ranch Management concept provldas an Inle-- m.nt ,Irateglel. pp. 15-26. In. L.O. White and A L. Hoermann 

grated approach to ranch management. Success or failure (Edl). Proceeding' 01 the Internation.1 Ranchefl Roundup. Del 

'till depend. on management. Technologies, computers, RIO, Tex .. , Tex., Agr. Ext. Serv. Uvalde. 472 p. 

end olher "advancements" cannot replace managem�n\. 
They are simply lools and alternatives available when an 
where needed. 

Artl l, .' A 
Ifr ®  

N uclear Accidents and Rangelands: The Effect of Chernobyl 
on the G razing Economy of North Wales 

William A. Kerr and Sian Mooney 

Fortunalely our e)(perience with the ertect. of '.akagaa of 
radioactive materlala reauiling from accldants al nuclear 
power atationa la e)(tremely IImltad. When auch an accident 
doea occur, as was the cue In Chernobyl, USSR, on April 26, 
1986, It provldea lnformation which can be utllizadto reduce 
the conaequences of any tuture accident. A aubttanUal 
quantity 01 radioactive material was releaaed Into tha atmoa
phere aa a relult of Ihe explosion at the reactor. It waa almoat 
a week later on May 2 that radioactivity from Chernobyl waa 
detacted In tha United Kingdom, aome 2,000 km from Ihe alte 
of the accident. Over the weekend of May 2 and 3 lome areal 
of North Wales, Scotland, and Cumbria In northwelt Eng
land received a heavy rainfall which waahed a conalderable 
amount of the Chernobyl material out 01 the atmolphare and 
deposltad much higher concentrationa 01 radioacUve luI)
atancel on the ground than were uperlenced In mOlt 01 the 
remainder 01 the United Kingdom. Sheep and cattle grazing 
are the predominant form of agricultural production in the 
areal of heavy contamination. IncreaSoed radiation levela had 
a major and long-lasting effect on both Iha eKlstlng grazing 

011������·
. tr�I�:'':I�'�r 8�f�:,,,;�c�::��:�����:����e:;3,·::,7.�':;� 

O.p.enm.nl 01 "'grleullurll EconomlCl Ind "' .. killing. Unl ..... lty CoII"ll' 01 
WII ... Al>erylt.ylh. Wal •• "', ,h. tlml 01 writing the ...,Ior author w .. on 
.. bblol,ca l l  .. v.StUCW Abirylt.ylh 

IYltem and the local livestock economies. British offlclall 
auempUng to deal with the problem were hampered at the 
outset by poor or non ..... xl.lent Information. The experience 
gained, however, provlda. con.lderable Inllght. Into the 
likely aHects of future low laYal nuclear contamination 01 
rangelanda and the typea of pollclel which ahould be Impl .. 
mented to mlnlmiza the resulting dlaruptlon. 

The afeal of North Walas affected by radiation Include Ihe 
Island of Angleley and parts of the Wellh counUa. of Gwy· 
nedd, Clywd and Powy., an area 01 approximately 100 km 
welt to .alt and gO km north to aoulh. Within the area thera 
are approximately 5,100 farms. Liveatock rllslng la the pre
dominant agrlcullural aclivlty. Dairying il conducted on the 
better land with eheep or mixed cattle and ehHp operation. 
concentrated on the poorer uplands and hilla. It Is Ihe Istter 
areas which were directly affected by the Chernobyl radla· 
tlon. The grazing Iyatem la known by lIs Welsh name 01 
"halod a hendre" and Involves Iha aeaaonal movements 01 
anlmela from lowland winter paslural to "rough" grazing on 
largely unimproved hili are .. In the eummer (Owen 1981). 
Agrosti� Ipp. il the major planl In the grazing areas. On 
improved pastures either rye--graas or AQro�tls�rye--grass 
mixtures are al.o common. Fescue--Agro�lis paalurel consti
tute the main communitiel of unimproved hill grazing ar ... 
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(St.pledon 1936). Most f.rms h.ve v.rying combin.tions of 
improved pasture and rough grazing along with small amounts 
of er.ble l.nd used to produce root crops or grain sil.ge for 
supplement.1 wInter feeding (Jones and Green 1984). 

Between 19n and 19&4 the size of the Welsh sheep breed
ing flock increased from 3.1 to ".4 million ewes. This large 
increase in animal numbers has meant that the grazing lands 
have had to be more intensively managed (Johna and Haines 
1984) and a finely b.lanced system has developed to maxim� 
ize the retums from the grazing resource. In general, .nimal 
management is dictated by the forage cycle. From e.rly 
September to late October ewes finiah up the remaining 
forage on the hIgh rough grazing areas and then are brought 
down onto improved p.stures for breeding. The in-Iamb 
ewes receIve a root crop diet supplement to help maintain 
condition until just before lambing in late March. Lambing 
takes place over the next month with continuing diet sup
plements, likely sil.g .... based. The ewes with lambs at foot 
are kept on rested improved pasture until the first flushes on 
the hills In early M.y. When possible these lowland pastures 
are rested lor a year to elim inate intestinal worm parasite 
infestatIons in the young lambs (Runer 1975). It  is particu� 
I.rty important that I.mbs not be put on these pastures late in 
the year as this will lead to high levels of infestation. From 
early May until .arly September the ewes and IambS are 
moved to open mountain grazing. At this point a delicate 
matChing of animals to av.ilable forage takes place. Grass 
productivity peaks in mld�June before the lambaareweaned 
and re.dy lor sl.ughter. As the l.mbs grOW their forage 
requirements incre .. e. To prevent overgrazing, selective 
MII�offs of I.mbs take pl.ce in late summer .nd .arly fall. 
Over the l85t lew years there have been considerably higher 
ratums from carrying lambs to finish (Johns and Haines 
1984)and the strategy of Welsh farmers haa been to finish as 
m.ny lambs as possible. Early lambs are finished light and 
aold to maximize the remaining forage for late finishers. In 
addition. those lambs which are likely to be e:Ktremely slow 
finishers are progressively sold (as stores) to be finished on 
lowl.nd pastures in England and Walea. Again, this is in eid 
of freeing up additional forage so that iarger numbers of 
iambs can be finished. Currently 60% of lambs are sold in 
finished condition compared to 20% in the late 1950's (Jones 
19&4). When all non�replacement lamba are sold off, the 
ewes .re left on the high pastures until l.te October and the 
grazing cycle begins again. This lengthy description of thegraz� 

ing syatern ia necetS.ry to underline the balance between 
available forage and animal numbers. Basically a system has 
developed which has two Objectives: (1) to maximize the 
number of ewes which can be succaufully over�wintered 
and (2) to maximize the number of I.mbs which can be 
finished on the farm. Hence. there is linle mergin for disrup� 
tlons to the .ystem such as resulted from the Chernobyl 
radiation. 

Although a number of r.dionuclides were detected in the 
Welsh samples of Chernobyl fallout, those of major concern 
were iodin .... ,31. cesium·134 .nd cesium�137. As soon as the 
escape of radioactive matenal was confirmed, the Brrtish 
government instigeted a comprehensive monitoring pro
gram. Initially, anention was focused on fresh Iruit and 
vegetables plus concentrations of iodin .... 131 in milk. AI� 
though levels rose in the period immediately following the 
passing of the nuctear cloud. recorded levels were well 
within those established in government eafety guidelines. By 
the end of May the Miniatry of Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food (MAFF) was able to report lhat "1 .... 8Is of iodine-131 in 
milk and vegetables in Englend and Wales are now very low 
and are continuing to fall." Anention was concentrated on 
the 10nger�lasting cesium isotopes, p.rticul.rly cesium�137 
with its physical halHife (the period it takes to lose hail the 
activity) of 30 years. Cesium�134 has a physical halHife of 
twO yeers (O'Flaherty 1986). Although there are a large 
number of relatively confusing measures of radioactiVIty 
(Willie 1986), the one upon which policy decisions are based 
In Brrtain is the becquerel (Bq). A becquerel is one radioac· 
live disintegration per second. The pr .... Chernobyl b.ck� 
ground levels tor cesium� 137 on vegetation were generally 
less than 5 Bq per square metre. In the aftermath of the rain 
shOwers on May 2 and 3 readings as high as 1.785 Bq per 
square metre were recorded in North Wales. Radioactive 
fallout is initi.lly deposited on soil, root mats and foliage. It 
may enter the plants either by absorption from the plant's 
aurtece or indirectly from the soil. Perennials .nd permanent 
pastures .re contamin.ted more through the planl·b.se 
than the le.ves as a met of organiC material exisls on the soil 
surtace which treps contamination. 

The Immediate problem in the weke of Chernobyl was. 
however. ingestion by livestock of surface cesium deposits 
on the herbage. Radioactive substances enter the body 
prim.rily through the gut but uptake also occurs in the lungs 
and through skin abaorption. With steady intake. the concen� 
tration of the IsotOpeS in tiasue will initielly increase and then 
reech • plateau. When ingestion Ceases it is gradually elimi� 
n.ted. Once .bsorbed In the bloodstream cesium is rapidly 
distributed all over the body with resultent accumulations in 
the kidney end muscle. The biological (as opposed to the 
physical) helf�life is a measure 01 the period after which an 

anim.l's body contains only half the amount 01 a panlcular 
ingested radio.ctive element, through excretion. Besed on 
e:Kisting models the British government e:Kpected the half· 
life of cesium in lembs to be about 1 5  days end torcanle and 
sheep 40 days. It was :hese estimates upon which policy 
deciSions were initielly based. 

As part of its general monitoring program for toad. the 
government began sampling slaughter animals for radiation 
levels in early May. Given the large reletive body sizeol cattle 

and mature sheep, concentretion levels were never consi� 
dered suffiCIent to werrant eny policy action. Throughout 
May. however. Iamb samples showed increaSing levels of 
cesium concentratIon. These high levels were the result of 
the smaller initial weight of lambs relative to forage inteke 
and additional accumulations due to the young anlmal's 
rapid growth rale. By mld·June sutticient lamb samples in 
North Wales. CumbrIa and perts of Scotland were In excess 
of the MInistry " trigger" level of 1 ,000 Bq per kg and the 
government invoked the powers of the Food and Environ� 
mental ProtectIon Act 01 1985 to protect consumers. On 
June 20. 1986. the govemment issued an order which prohi� 
bited the movement and slaughter of sheep in deSignated 
areas of North Wales for 21 days. The disruption was 
e:Kpected to be short lived. 

So began a wide range of policy initiatives which were to 
affect Welsh sheep farmers and their grazing economy for 
the next six months end whIch may have repercussions for 
their gresslands into the future. It is important to note. how· 
ever. thet the government believed that the dIsruptIon would 
be minImal. thet most of the effect would take place belore 
the need to m.rket lambs to retaIn the balance between 
anImals and forage. and that the policy was besed on the 
prOjections of a relatively short halHife of cesium in lambs. 
I n  the light of the subsequent experience it would seem 
unlikely that such a policy would again be initiated. 

Some 2.5 mIllion sheep were affected by the movement 
ban in North Wales. Initially the SItuation unlolded as the 
government expected. Contamination levels lei I sufficiently 
so that the restrrctions were removed from 1.000 farms On 
July 3 and 750 additional tarms on July 10, all withIn the 
government's onglnal 21�day periOd. However. even by JUly 
3 it was clear that in some areas the levels of radiatiOn would 
not fall below the "trrgger" levels and the ban was extended 
for a further 21 days. As this would extend well into the 
period when farmers needed to sell some lambs to ensure 
suffiCIent forage. the Welsh Ottice Agrrculture Department 
(WOAD) begen adVising fermers to alter theIr husbandry 
practices Lambs which were near sale weights were to be 
separated and put on erees with only suffiCient forage for 
malntalnance to prevent them from becoming over·fat whIle 
late lambs were to be allowed to finrsh out as normal. A 
further 1 ,300 or so farmers were released in the next bannIng 
period but it became clear thet a number of areas would not 
reach sale levels by the end of July and the ban was extended 
indelinately on July 31. Monitorings continued and ell 
through the late summer and fall areas were released from 
the ban as their contamination levels fell below the trigger 
level. By the end of the fatstockseason in late October there 
were still 315 restricted farms. 

lt IS not yet clear why'the computer models used to project 
declining radiatIon levels were so inaccurate. One possible 
explanatIon is that the models were constructed using data 
from contInually grazed pa.stures. Hence. once the first 
growth was consumed. subsequent growth wa.s not contam· 
inated and ingestion virtually ceased. The rough pastures of 
North Wales cannot be continuously grazed and hence 
sheep were progre,sively moving into new ungrazed areas 01 
contamInated forage. Again. however, given the limited 
expenence with nuclear contamlnetion no data lor such a 

grazing system was available. 
By early August the disruptIon to the grazing system could 

no longer be Ignored. Some larms unable to sell off fat lambs 
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to reduce stockIng denSIties, were carryrng twice their nor� 
mal number of sheep (Davies, 1986). Land held for wInter 
grazrng was berng used to maintain lambs In conditIon. 
Further, stock was berng lorced onto rotatIon land where 
worm infestations were high, requiring costly additional 
handling to dose the sheep. Winter leed and SIlage were 
being consumed in some cases. Other farmers were hur� 
riedly seeding late crops of rape,eed to supplement fali and 
winter feeding and the need to Impon feed was immInent. In 
other words there was a total disruption to the grazIng sys· 
tem. On August 13 the government introduced measures to 
allevIate the pressure on grazrng. 

The policy Introduced wa.s known as a "mark and release" 
scheme. Sheep could be moved end sold from restrIcted 
areas If they were marked on the top of the head and neck 
with long lasting parnt provided by the government. Such 
enimals could be sold for further feeding but not slaughter 
and once remOved from the restricted areas. could not be 
returned. Areas were categorized according to the severity 
of contamination. Sheep from "low depOSit areas" (LOA) 
were to be merked in green while those from hIgh deposit 
areas (HOA) were to be marked with blue. As sheep are not 
indiVIdually identifiable by the use of ear tags or tatoos. no 
sheep Irom either LDAs or HOAs could be slaughtered until 
all areas WIth the same desIgnatIon were de-re,tricted. In 
other words as the place of ongin of individual sheep could 
not be identified. no sheep from. say an LOA could be 
slaughtered until all LOAs were declared safe Clearly those 
purChasIng such sheep were takIng a conSIderable risk. 
First, it was not clear how long such lambs would have to be 
held, thereby punlng thelf own grazing systems at risk. 
Second. as many of the lambs from the restrtcted area, were 
already In fat condition. holding them longer could only lead 
to overflnishlng and price discounts. Of course indiVIdual 
purchasers assessed these risks and marked lambs were 
heavily discounted in the market. The government did offer 
sellers compensation for the discounts but these were poorly 
structured to encourage good grazing management. In any 
case. farmers. especially in LOAs. were now laced WIth a 

difficult cholCe-flither mark .nd sell their lambs and wait for 
the. as yet. pOOrly defined compensation or hOld on to the 
anImals. not merk them and hope thet their area, would be 
de-restricted Quickly. In fact thIS choice was expliCItly put to 
fermers by the government in its statement of August 1 3  
whereby "farmers shOuld consider very carefully whether 
they should apPly for consent (to mark and release) now or 
to walt until the area rn which their flocks are located is 
cleared Irom restnctlon" Such a lack of clear direction no 
doubt encouraged some farmers to hold on to their stock and 
to continue overgrazIng. It was not untIl September 29 that 
ail of the LOAs were declared to be within the gUIdelines and 
green marked lambs could be slaughtered. At year's end 
some HDAs were still restrIcted. 

In ItIally there were concerns about feeding contaminated 
silage but quiCk and extensIve testing allayed any fears by 
the end of September and farmers were ableto reduce some 
of the pressure on the grazrng land by early feeding of silage. 
By the end of September there were still an estimated 
135.CXlO sheep which had not yet been removed from res� 
tncted areas. Testing of live sheep scanners-known as scin� 
tlilatlon detectors-had been ongoing and by mid·October 
live monitormg of sheep was undenaken on a Jimited basis. 
PriorIty was gIven to areas WIth near safe le ... els and Individ� 
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ual flocks were tested and safe sheep marked and released. 
By early December almost all animals which needed to be 
moved had been tested and sufficient monitors were availa
ble to undertake the final act. to scan those sheep sold off the 
HDAs which were outside the restncted areas and had been 
awaiting slaughter clearance since, in some cases, mid
August. Clearly the radiation policy had been overtaken by 
events and the persistent high levels of contamination in 
some areas reqUired continued modifications to the scheme. 
Given the constraints to manpower and equipment and the 
sheer magnitude of the adminlstrallon of the sheep move
ment regulations the apparent slowness of the government 
reaction is understandable and in and of itself probably not 
excessively damaging to the range resource. However. com
bined with the deficienCies of the compensation scheme, 
considerably more damage was done than was probably 
necessary. 

It should be made clear that the British government was 
under no obligation to pay compensation to farmers as a 
result of the Chernobyl aCCident. Under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act of 1981 and according to the Mimster of 
Agriculture, it is the established principle that the "polluter 
pays." Given, however, that the polluter was the USSR, the 
need to compensate farmers was recognized from the earli
est statements of the government. Under such circumstan
ces compensation became a much more discretionary mal
ter. The adequacy of the compensation is disputed but it IS 
clear that the methods of compensation and their adminiS
tration were selected primarily on considerations such as 
equity, SimpliCity and budget ralherthan the encouragement 
of activities to bener manage a stressed resource. Compen
.. tion had three elements, The first provided a payment for 
the price loss resulting from lambs which become overlin
ished due to the restrictions. The second provided compen
sation for the discount received for marked sheep atter the 
instigation of the "mark and releue" scheme. The major 
problem With these two schemes was the lag between mar
keting and payment. The marketing delay caused consider
able cash flow problems and thedelay until payment made it 
more difficult for operators to bnng in additional feed to 
alleviate the pressure on grazing resources. In  the case of the 
second program this cash flow delay further encouraged 
farmers to hold on to their sheep in the hope that their area 
would be de-restricted and they would be able to receive the 
full market price immediately. This led to continued over
grazing. It would seem that some means could have been 
devised so that the subsidies were received within a day or 
two of sale. It is, however, the third aspect of compensation 
which was the least detmable in terms of resource manage
ment, ThIS payment was to compensate for extra costs 
incurred-especially expenditures on feed. To encourage 
gOOd resource management such compensation should 
have been implemented very early and it should have been 
tied directly to the importation of additional feed, Thiswould 
have encouraged such imports and had the direct effect of 
reducing grazing pressure. In the end a headage payment 
was decided upon, nodoubt for administrative convenience 
Further. the government was exceedingly reluctant to under
take such a commitment and no announcement was made 
until September 24 with the actual levels not set until the 
details had been negotiated with the farmers' unions. Hence. 
farmers were lett from late June until early October with no 
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assurance that any feed costs incurred to reduce the stress 
on the grazing resource would be recoverable. It is not sur
prising that this. combined with uncertainty regarding prices 
and severe cash flow problems. caused many farmers to 
reduce expenses as 'ar as possible and put most of the 
burden of the Chernobyl disaster on the Qrazlng resource. 

It remains to be seen what the tong-term ramifications for 
the grazing economy will be. It will be the spring of 1987 
before the effects on ewe condition and lambing rates of a 
winter on less forage will become apparent. Further. whether 
or not there Will be carryover effects of the radiation Into the 
summer of 1987 cannot be as yet assessed. However. some 
clear lessons are already suggested for any future nuclear 
contamination of rangelands wherever they occur. 

First, if at all possible. market animals should be moved off 
of contaminated grazing u soon u pOSSible, Movement to 
uncontaminated pasture will prevent the build up of radioac� 
tlve material in such animals and relieve pressure on the 
grazing resource. At low levels of radiation breeding animals 
can be kept on the range to graze off contaminated grass. 
Second. if no uncontaminated areas are available then 
market animals should be sold at the appropriate lime with 
'ull compensation and destroyed. This was actually sug
gested by some Welsh farm organizations but not accepted 
by the government. This would again reduce pressure on the 
range and might also help allay consumer fears that contam
inated meat was finding its way to market. Third, any com
pensation scheme should be designed to explic,tly Include 
incentives to bener manage the grazing resource. Fourth. 
the experience gained in Wales could lead to immediate 
cal ibration of live monitoring eqUipment and help alleviate 
many of the delays and disruptions caused by the post
slaughter sampling methOd. Large quantities of data Will 
soon be available from Wales and other areas of the United 
Kingdom wnere contamination was heavy, u well as many 
areas of western Europe. Efforts should be made to acquire 
such infonnatlon by organizations such as the Society for 
Range Management and others concerned with manage
ment of rangeland resources and studies encouraged to 
determine the applicability for local canle and sheep opera
tions. Only In this way Will the extremely costly information 
arising from the Chernobyl accident not be wasted. 

LHer.ture Cited 
On., A. 1 .... Act Now. NFU Cans lor Lamb Slaughtering. Farmers 

Weekly, 105 ("):1 
.Iohna, P. and Hal"... Y. 1 ..... Sheep Merketlng in Wales. Depart. 

ment 01 Agricultural Economics V C W . Aberyshlr'yth. 292 
.Ion ... W.O. 1 ..... Hill Sheep Farming in Wales-EconomiC and 

SOCial ASpects In: O'Toole, MA (ed) Hill Land Symposium t9804. 
An Foras Tlluntais, p "78-494 

Jon ... W,O. and G,...n, D,A. 1 .... , Hill and Upland Farming in 
Wales. Department 01 Agrrcultural EconomiCS. U C.W" Aberys'
wyth. "2 p. 

O'Flaherty, T. 1 .... Cnernobyr ACCident: What ENects Dur Food? 
Farm and Food ResearCh. 9:87·88 O •• n,.I.B. 1Nl. HIli Sheep PrOduction In: Frame. J (ed), Proceed· 
ings 01 a Symposium on the ENectlve Vse 01 Forage and Animal 
Resources In the Hills and Uplands. British Grassland Society, p 
, .... Aun.f, W. 1815. Sneep from Gras, Bulletin No. 13. The East of 
Scolland College of Agriculture 41 p Itapl.don, R,G. 1131. A Survey of theA9r1cultura' and Wasle Lands 
of Wales Faber and Faber, London 143 p 

WIlli., T, nil'. Radlallon? It's as Plain as Ihe Nose on Your Face 
New SClenl"t, 12 June p 29 

Ar1; v /e . B Lapp Life after Chemobyl /) � TOIIS« . • •  IN _ mountairu and lakes. IN _Irmb. Ina you know � that tlttn is IOIPIdJUng dangerous. oomtthing ilMsible. that am harm your t:hUdren. " � by Sharon Stephens ==-J!titt�'-. Wil !1tf'�tr :t.; .:��=�!� = 
lOlL A twiligbt glow faintly ilIuminata 
stunted bircb tftCs bung with delicate 
mow formatiom. The tftCs rise above the 
dart bills ourrounding 1fuvas.5aImi. the 
reiDdctr 1tnLita, _here migrating reindeer QD(Z c:rcsscd (rom wiDter (entge in rxarby 
forests to summer paturcs 01:1 the high, 
open tundra. The air is 1 r F. The warmth 
and ..." provided by camp6= dnw the 
reindeer herders within their bright cir
cles. Hcrdcn ill traditional deep blue 
Sami eIothiJl8. ooIorfully beribboned. 
waIIt beside others wcariDa I"'w and jean. ... ...." lilYOr)' mcullic-lool:ing 
IOOWIUits. Almort everyone wean; warm 
rei.Ddcer-fur boots., often rtutrcd with 
dried gnwa harvested the previous sum
mer, The herders have arrived by car or 
mowmobilc (or the aftemooo's work-the 
separation of the collective herd so that 
iDdividual 0'ImefS may ICU IOtIlt reindeer, 
alaugbtcr others. and let the lUI go free to 
dig for licbm bettcath the mow crust. 

For the Sc:andinavia.D Sami wbo make 
up the majority of herders in the northern 
mndcer terril«i .. or Fm!and. ocparating 
the herd is a social as well as an economic 
eYeDt. combi.n.ing the busiDc:ss of lOOdem 
reiDdcer nnchi.o.R with the traditions of 
Sami reiDdctr cu1tun:. There is talk of the 
weather. the health aod fertility of am. 
ma.Is, of market pricc:s and DeW govern
ment ben:Iine regulations.. Herdcl'$ also 
Qcbangc village De1II'S. trade traditiooal 
mndcer lore. and improvise OIl old Sami 
Jtorics aod 1CIDp. Reindeer meat and 
fresh blood pa:oc::aU:s CXIOk ewer the fiR 
aod cups of thick. stcamins: black coffee: (aDd often of ltJ"ODger drink as well) 8R JlO"cd rrom Iw>d 10 hand Young people 
8irt UDder the amUKd eyes of their par. 
CElts. while childreD dart in and out of the: 
c:irt:le of 6reliJht. holding aDdm above: 
their beads aDd lassoing ODe another. 

Fmal1y. people mavene in the: oc:ntral 
ocparatioD cxrraL Part 01 the bcrd is 
drive:n in from the larzer waiting pen, and 
the: warm breath of people: and of trotting 
n:indoer rises in the: cliff use glow of geD
erator-powe:mI bulbs. /u herde:rs try to 
identify the: earmarks of the:ir own &Di
maJs.. raucous laughter aDd cccasiooal dis-

" 
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pncs an: _ _  boo< the IIlUI>ds of panl, 
iDa r<iodccr aod bools pcAUldin& the 
frozeD JrtIund. WbeD they fmr:! ODe of 
tbc:ir OViD reindcc:r, bmJen reacb illto the 
IDO'Iin& sea of antJen and drag the recalci
trant ani£rw.I through DaIT'OW chuta to 
.....n Iamily cunIs. 

C\aIe _ be ...... people aod 
RiDdcer lie at the bean of the disti1'lctive 
Sami ethnic identity, despite fUDdamcutal 
c.bangcs ill the berdingway ollife. ""S0me
how for me the randeer rou.adup and 
1CpI1I.tic::m arc CCDtral to what I ICC as 
Sami," _ ywn& s.m; ...... 1dIa .... 
The rhythms or c:uy talk aDd iDtcD:Ie acti\l
if), the sbaiin& or food and putic:ipatioa or 
JOUI1I and old, men aDd WCDICft. the freo
dom or mak:iD& .  liviD, outdoors, from ODe', 
own doer-tbcse thinp and the feelinp 
SIIJ1'OUDCiina them are different from the 
-..y of life or IDOIt ScandiDaviaDa, C¥eD 
thcuab $.ami life hu a1ao c:bana:ed in many, 
many ")'I aiDCC the early 19(Xk. CI' C¥eII 
Ibc period bdcn World Wax II, _benJOme 
of out p&mIu Itill lived ill lCIlU aDd JDi. pLc:d with their bcrda. 

ID December and JIllIIW)' of 198�7, 
I traveled through Scandinavia for five 
weeb in order to study the consequeDCCS 
of the Cbemobyl nuclear accident ill Sami 
areas. 0 had previOU!ly :lpent eighLccD 
IDOnths ill Fmland doing roean:b on � 
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cultural history aod the """""""cs of 
modem butling.) As I .... with pm> 
ment officials and scientists., Sami P"liti
cians,joomaIists. hmlers Il!Id DOIIhcnlcrs. 
I began to ace how Chen>ohyl', radicB<> 
tive fallout had rtruek aDOlber biow 
apinst an alrcady embattled culture. 

O!1Iy about 10 pcrotDt of ScaDdiDavia 
aod FlDiand's approximately 70,000 s.m; 
berd the rqioo" lOO.ooo _. D<> 
pending on the various critma prop::aed 
for ethnic identity-lrom langu.age to aD
cestral connectioo with traditional Sami 
tmitoriea to aeIf-<lesipatia>--SaDU pop
ulatioD c:stimata ill Norway, FIDIand, and 
Swa::len10 IU biahu 100,00:1 or u � u  
3O,(X:'1 (Wc:st.ern lCientists have DOt been 
aDowed to IlUdy the Sami d the ScMet 
Union'. Kola Pe:nimuLL The JOYCIlDDent 
has clis<wraged their ethnic iDdepcnd
CD<C Il!Id coII"";rjzed the Sami with other 
__ ) S_'s """'" ligures dais, 
Dlte u Sa.mi oaly those _bcac families 
live by fulJ.time rtindccrben:iin&. anoccu
potion legislatively prohibitod to others. 
But many Scandinavian and Hanisb citi
uns _bo c:cnsider themselves to be Sami 
..,.. make their living lrom 6shiDg, ItO<k 
farmi.ng and smal1-iC3le agricul�, the 
tourist b11liDcss., cnfu., or IC3JODIl road 
bWldiq or 1ogginJ. Th, work is often 
combiDed with aome form of lovernment 
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we1f� and occasional employment in 
IOUthern cities.. Neven.beless.. the survival 
of a distinctive Sami minority culture 
within IDOdem Scandinavia Il!Id FlDiand 
mnaim clooely tied to the otrcngth 01 
north... r<iodccr bcnIiD&. providin& a 
livelihood for KIUlC and • symbolic tie to 
an aDCient past for many more. 

Sam] bWl1c:n Jta1kcd wild oorthern 
reiDdcer ill prehistoric times and painted 
vivid pictwu of the chase on cliff walls. 
While pbysic:al data poiIIl to _ European 
aDCCSt:ty-StODC Age bunt.en wbo moved 
DOrth with the retreat of the continental 
icc in pursuit of wild �illdeer and other 
Iari' gamo-<h' Sami language belongs 
to the FU1DI)-Ugric la.nguage family and 
-was probably brought to Scandinavia by 
bunting and fishing groups migrating west 
from the Volga �gion. About the third 
century a.c.. "'Sami people" may have 
come into existe:Doe wben the large p::!pu-
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IIIiDm from the D1th CIUDC together with 
amaJkr groups d F....,.Ugric opeakers from the east. 

T ... thousand yean ago, omaII hands of 
Sami bWlttd ar d IiIbcd across the wbole 
d F"I-day FmiaDd. the Kola Ptnin
JU.la: ill oorthwc:stern Russia, and wide � ...... of western Scandinavia. (!leba ... 
about the KlUthcm extent of aboriginaJ 
babitalioD figure promiIxnLly m CWTC1lt 
s.m; titigation lor laud rights.) These 
Sami were IeJDiDomadic., li vinI in bands 
d. five to twenty families that o:::cupied a 
axnmon village ill winter and dispc:nc:d in 
summer to ouLlying regions lO fisb and to 
bunt elk.. bear, beaver, and wild reindeer. 
1be aixtb-a:ntury Byzantine ehronicler 
Prokopias tells of a hardy northern people 
chasing down wild animals over fOO'IiY 
ex pansc$ 011 curious Ila ts of curved 
wood---skis may have been the invention 
of Sami bWltcn.. 
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Sami bunting families very early kept a 
few tame n;indccr, DOt u a !OW'CC of food, 
but u a means of tramP"1 and u decoys 
for bunting wild n:iDdeer. ln the aixta:nth 
century, in response to dimmishing wild 
randeer stocb aDd pressurt from 0011)
Dins maving in from the south, some Sami 
poops migntted into the DlOI.llltaiDOUS 
oorthwesttrn tundn. regions. There they 
expanded their domestic:attd berds into 
food !'CXJ'Vt:S 00 the boof and developed 
the pastoral oomadic way of life that has 
linoc cx:n:nc to rqm::sent, for ma..Dy Sami 
and noo-Sami alike, the "authentic Sami 
c:ul�."Thac independentmounlain DO
mads migrated bundreds of miles with 
herds that IOmetimes. numbered in me 
thousands. VIJPle Scandinavian and Fum
ish repraentatives. of ebu.rcb and state 
railed agaiDsi the bmJen' Jtubborn pa
ganism and p::!litical independence, proud 
"""",tam s.m; groups developed elabC> 

- ,;  

rate clothing and singing styles lO dist.in
,wsb themselves from ocighboring rivals 
for past1lR territories. When oomads rode 
into martet centen, both they and their 
rcindeer were dccora.ted with silver. Sami 
[..;�erman were referred to as "'bsb-slime 
cal!''''' •. and o:then traded with them only 
grud�,. 

Over th� next centuries., reindeer pastl)
ralism rpreao throughout most of the 
Sam.i region. Togeiber with the i.ocursions 
of colonists. berding }cd lO the extinction 
of wild reindeer, whicb ooolid oot compete 
'll'ith the large, protected t.a.o:;e berds for 
scarce past1lR. Some Sami buntin6.'fisb
ing communities fragmented into groups 
af itinerant beggars or were assimilated 
inlO Scandinavian and Fmnisb aetlle
menlS. Others developed the subcultures 
that still persist today: the South Sami of 
central NO!'\lfay and Sweden and the East 
Sami of Finland and oorthwestem RlWia. 
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Altlwugh hodn"S /lOW IIJh mowmohi/u 
ouJOIIwdillg rnps. llwystilllLJ� 
tnJditioN;:l tDtls/or 61ulur and $Iliff 
1M' boou willi drUd ".a.rus. 'I'M trtap 
'-/owslu:!ws IN Jwr.V.st,.tJdUztiolr./rolrr 
CNrnobyl crnsnng tlvough the South 
S4mi laudillg lDNb, 

both of wbom oombintd smaller-scaIe. 
�int.ensive herding with Iocaliud 
fishing, berry pid:::ing, elk bunting. and 
family fanning; and the NOM Sami, in
heritors of the pastoralist tradition. The 
mountain Sami bad br.cn viLal to the 
development of early Scandin.avi.a.n IrB.dc 
and transp:m in the far north, but their 
acographical isolation and pastoralist in
dependence xparatcd them from JU1� 
rounding Scandin.avians. With the trans
formation from a hunting/fishing to a 
herding IOCiety, they were klokcd upon by 
amr: (and IOlQC klokcd upon themselves) 
_ !.be preservers of tnd.itional Sam.i life. 

From the sixteenth century CII1, boods 
bctWceD herders and their reindeer be
ca.me �er more central to the deliDiuoo of 
Sami tradition and identity. Wealthy 
herders were often DOtorious for their ro
luctancc to .daughter their reindeer for 
religious sacrifices or even for family COD
sumption. A diminisbed herd meant a klss 
d (l]C" own substance. Nomads spoke of 
marriages "being decided by the rein
deer," as families came together to OlD-
IOlidat.e herds in the best territories. At the 
umc time. governments began devising 
borders and wuing rc:gulatioru: with IitLle 
regard for natural boundaries or Sami C1U
&oms. A5 herds were: encJos.ed within fixed, 
and arLen reoccd, reindeer districts. Sami 

families began to live in perm.anc:at bousc$ 
ill vilh8es. Altbo'gh )<'UDg men IlilI 
JPmd long periods camping (1lt in the 
forests, and wbole ramilies may apeod 
IWlUDm in Lents or IIU1.alJ cabins Dear 
their herds. compulsory education or 
Sami children (of Len at distant boa.rding 
.c:bools) began early in lbis ocntury and 
tied Saznj berders to village living. 

On 1OOd� reindeer hmling lands. the 
animals run rree ror much or the year and are only periodically rounded up, lOme
times with the help or helicopleTs and 
amalI planes. Govcnu:ncDt advism and 
economic anaJyru counsel Sami benters 
au the economic 13tionalization or the 
reindeer industry. They call for IOOrC effi
cient. productive, and protiuble herding, 
Ilaughtering, and marketing organiza. 
tions. Since World War n, a market ror 
reindeer meat as a luxury ittm has deYd-.. 
oped in Scandinavia and northern Europe. 
and last year-------berore Chmx:lbyJ---tbere 
.. as talk or a major marketing program to 
be launched in the United Sl.at.cs. Rein
deer hides are popular 1IfI'itb tourists., and 
even the anLlers have a market in the Far 
Ea�l, where antier powder is believed to 
have apb.rodisiac POWC'TS. 

Reindeer ODce supplied ben:Iing r� 
ilies with most or their DCCds---fcx:rl, cloth
ing, transportation, and hides ror UDts. 
Today's Sami own radicx, televisions., and 
even vidC(l recorders. They Deed money 
ror housing, rwniture, c1otbc:s., rcx:rl, c:an. aDd mowmobiles (call<d ticp.t< geldings 
by some became at times they ICeDl like 
UD,Iroductive property, capable only or vo
raciously consuming berdm' time and 
IDOD<)'). 

Older berders worry that young people 
.;n Qmle to ICe the reiodcer simply as 
cash-producing: c:ommoditics. But NU 
economists complain that ratiooaliz.aticm 
programs have br.cn hindered by the per· 
&istecce or traditional Sami attitudes to
ward land and reindeer. Gerd Pen.son, 
mother of • South SanU bmIing family. 
uplains: 
Our mea c:a.re tor the reindocr and know 
them. When'reindeer 8R llaug.bLCred, it is 
done in lpeciaJ ways and with respect. We 
.... omen know how to c:a.re far the meat, to 
u.sc every bit----4.he blcx:rl, the hu.d, even the 

feet U. IOUp. We know bow to make thread 
(rom llnC'tl' and bow to � the.kin and (un (or e10thina and .hoes. The 11'01"1£ of our 
hand.s puts (ood on our tables and clothing on our haw. We live our food to our JUesu 
and lend dried meat to our chil�n .... hen 
they 8R ... y ill IiCboal 
EspcciaIJy in smaller-scale herding areas 
in the 1OUtb, people spc:ak or the impor" 
tance oC eating ooe', O'WD reiDdeer, ntixd 
in places ODe knows. 

But there are dangers ror mOOem Sami 
who idectiCy themselves too closely with a 
herding Iivelihoo:1. Government legisla· 
lion bas led to reduced numbers or bC'f'd.. 
en., as small herd owners wbo supple
mented their incomes 1IfI'ith other work 
(tourism, hunting, and fishing) are gradu" 
ally eliminated rrom the berding rorce. In 
Sweden, their descendants two genera� 
boas removed are legally barred rrom ever returning to the herding vocation, and 
thus also lase official Sami status. 

The Sami were a threatened group even 
before CbernobyL (Cheroobyl, observed 
one Sami politician, was Iikc pouring oil 
on a fire.) Fallout rrom the nuclcarrcactor 
expimion on April 28, 1986. affected 
Scandinavia more than the rest or Europe. 
Wind movements and local rpring rains 
caused the bcaviest Callout to occur in 
central Sweden and NOf'YI'ay. 1IfI'ith levels 
do=a.sing _ tho north. Fmland aDd 
the most IOUthem IU'ClS or .. estern 
Scandinavia were ,pared. The primary 
amtam.ina.nt was radioactive cesium 137, 
with a baIf-life of thirty )'Cln. The I'1ldio
activity in plants a.rw::I the animals that reed 
on them pc6cd lCrious problems of wide
opread OOIItaminatioo of laod--miIk. 
aileep. <XIW1. fish, bcrrie>, and "J'OCiallY. 
reindeer. Lichen, the main reindeer graz. ins rood, iI .  "ndiatiau sponge .... With DO 
Imderground root system, Iichem take all 
their nutrients rrom the air, and absorp
tion or airborne cesium 137 by this !Jow
growing reindeer staple means that radio
activity in many northern pasturelands 
may oot drop to "sa!e" levels ror twenty to 
thirty yean. But heated scientific debates 
abound over what iI a safe level In Nor· 
way, legally marketable reindeer may 
have 6,(0') bcquerels or less or radioactiv. 
ity per kilo. compared 1IfI'ith the auTent 

" 
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S_b limit 0( 1.soo. (A b<qu=!. bq, � 
• unit of radicective mc:asun:mcnl.., repro
ICftIing one DUclear disintegnltioo per iCC
aod.) Rnndccr daugbttred in ocntra1 
Norway i.a November 1986 aYCraged 
70.00J bq per tilo (with IOIllC Icvds as 
bich as 137.00J), while t1I'O-thirds of the 
_ daugbttred in oortbem Norway 
..... """or the 6,000 bq per tilo limit aDd 
could be told. No restrictic:ms whatsoever 
were placed on Fumisb n::i.Ddccr. South 
Sami living in central Norway and Swe
deu wm: much harder bit by the fallout 
than Sami in the DOrth and easL 

Hcrden' immed..i.zte fears of c:cooom.ic 
di&asler in heavily contaminated areas 
were cased by Swedish 8.Dd Norwegi..a.n 
p-anment promises to compensalc mn
deer ownm for any slaughtered ailin-...al!; 
measuring above the legal limiL Herder!: 
were camsclcd to slaughter as usual. in 
ardc:r to prt:VCDt serious pasture depletioos 
.aad to mainuin berds for the future. The 
iDcdible meat was dyed bright blue to 
mart it unfit for huma.D ccnsumption and 
was JOld as fodder to fax 8.Dd mi.nk rums 
or simply buried in iarge pits----c:i.SCntially 
DUclcar 1II'1Slc dispc$l arc:as-iD Wlinhab
iIt:d rqions.. Government intervention 
forestalled immediate ccooomic coUapse. 
but in South Sami arc:as---wbcre .small
ac:a.Ie., inlczivc berding Lnvolvesc:spccial1y 
cbc: relations betwo:n �plc aud rein
deer-I W85 told the bsc:s axJ.Id DOt be 
o::mpensated by any amount of mooey. 

.E.oooatnic cor:npcmatioo allowed pet> 
pie to buy food from stores or m..odccr 
meat rrom u..oc::ootamioated regiOllS to the 
oortb aDd cast, but mast of the South 
Samj 'with wbOQ I l'pOu YOiccd fears of 
change I)"Inboliud by the k:8$ of rriatli. 
the meat taken from ODe'S own berd. 1'his  
is DOl. jus t  a matte" of CCODOIllics." aaid 
GcnI .......... 
but cl wbo Y'C arc, haw we live, bow we arc 
CDIlDCCiCd to our reindeer and each other. 
Now we m\lSl buy �erythi.n&. Thread.. ma� 
krial... food. abocs arc ftO'III' all different 
thiDp, wben they uKd to be part or ODe 
thiDa . • • .  Evetl if there comes a time wben 
we can cat the reindeer again. it may be too 
)ate to pass the knowledge of bow to tab: 
and UK niutri aD to our children. 

-one of the worst th.io.g5 is the pret.eDd-

11 N ............ ,u Hisron �2/87 
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S1tl3'WPftObilv. �/(fW. M'l)/II/iolriutl ltedillgl1Ni lIlT now iNiispAsob/� to 1M 
Sami. d�piU sorrw COItU17U l#uzt 1#W...". oftlw moclWtu Iuzv.e Jt.wt tM binI! 
ralt a/tM rdNiurllNi dmnatp.d 1M /ide" "f'O'I which 1M lteds vau. 
Along "";/11 s1tl3'WPftObilv. Iwliroplus. right. an Jt]nVlimn Ja� to =!!::.d,andinthilC4Jt,rranspon1TiJrdu:rCJJTctWv. 
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ing," said Ivar ToYeD. a Norwegian South 
Sami bent.,. 
We Jcnow that the work of our bands just 
ends in animals being thrnwtI into the 
around. But the only ways .... e Jcnow to han
dle the reindeer arc �e �ful waya (JIlt 
r.then taught us and lhat we hope to teach (JIlt children. So we pretend and we bope. 
What elx can Y'Cdo?Tbis is the tile 1 know. 

His wile, Sig-Britt Toven, added: 

It ICCIDS IDIDCti:.:lc:s that t.biI'Ip bave be
come ltnU1ge and malCo-believe. You ICC 
.,jth your eyes the lame IDOWItains and 
lakes, the lame berds, but you know that 
there il lOIlleth.i..J:tg �, 1OIIlethi.na: 
invisible, that c:a.n haJ'1l your children, that 
you can't ICC or UlUcli CI' RDCtl. 

10 the early da)" after the accident, 
rumors spread about u.ni.maginably high 
bcquerel leYels requiring the immediate 
Jlaugbter o(wbole berds., while otberspre
d.ictcd the birth of senetic monstrosities 
during ""'"'" calving ocasoDS- Same 
pregnant women IOUght abortiOllS., while 
otben agonized aver the future of their 
children. Some believe that radioacthity 
can be "caught" by contact with contami
nated mat.erial arid watcb ul fear as beli
copters land to'tc:st &Oils wbere their chil
<1m> baY< ju.t play<d 

Regional differeDCCS in contamination 

cxacxrbated historical diffe�ces be
tween South and North Sami. Radioactiv
ity m:luction prog:ra.m.s--roundinS up 
rciodc:er and fc:cding the:m with uncon
taminated fodde:r� mast feasible in 
the DOrLb. wbere the reindeer are contam.i� 
natc:d only slightly above government licl
its. Northern berders, !c:eDnS to rebuild a 
IU'Ong market for reindeer meat among 
wary c::onsumen. worry that too mucb me
dia attention given to the plight of South 
Sami berder!: may ultimately do Clore 
harm than good to the majority of Sami 
people. A North Sami politician privately 
observed. .. It', simpiy pragmatic political 
ICDSe to �build the: r:indee: ccooomy as 
best we can, I¥)t jusl for the IWT'O'W c;co.. DOIllic good of any ODe group, but for the 
zood of Sami culnm as I wbole." North
c:m berders have plans to bring young 
berden from southern areas oortb tosbow 
them there is a future in mndeer work.. 

in cont.rast. many South Sami express 
anger at wbat they see as oeg!ect of their 
llerious plight The South Santi are a mi� 
DOrity within a minority. Only about 2,000 
strong, the South Sa.m.l have their own 
berding practices and their own dialc:ct. 
South and North Sa.m.l must speak to one 
another in Swedisb or Norwegian. Moo 
Sami politicians. those wbo reprcscn.t the 
Sami at the World Council of l.od.igenous 

��-::_�h·_. -k· . •  _7,.-· - ! 
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SkWwt/"';/fd.."=UUtDYluuogaowoodmtr-s.II<I",,. tMrpiclud.pby 
I,vd,. Not_.gltowbadlytlw 1986ro1ii4Ji""a1!tattitw,.,;..u.r. 
knhn""""'-d.pa/fdsI4Mpt"ttitwaNmals .. """" .... yroll<tddtloDt 
�Ir oftlw Meal lWU CIOIfIlJminaUtIlrwm poiIrled hlwlDflif� to fox tJN! ",iNc 
01' btuied in pits. FOI' 1M Smni wltost Mn:b Iuzw bmtmo.n �/ytlfftatd by 
IIw f'd/JiatiOft. IM quutiOlt u 'rIIIIwtJtn-lMir ptUtOl'alWG)'o/li/t ctI1Iotll/an 
Ilvtw<1lSy"'tlUnyyetsntwlwrds __ .�tti . 

Poopl .. and deal officiaJJy with ScudiDa. 
riIa authorities, are North Sami. 

Both South and North Sami, as ... U as 
Samj in difrerent states, ICC at lea!t ODe 
amscquencc of Chemobyl that will ca.l1 
for • writcd Sami political fl'Olll In re
apmc to the public: outcry apiDst Dir 
dear power roUowin& the Cbemobyl ac:c:i
dcut.. Sweden promised that by the year 
2010it wouJd pb.ucout the twelve nuclear 
reactors that provide JIIiCft than half iu 
aurent CDCTI)'. Unfortu.l:rately for the 
Sami, the most IiUJy caergy alternative 
will be IllUSive hydtoclectric: dcYeIop
ment iD Sami beniina regjODS. 
• N ...... 1:s 0( ... ds and electrical IitIC$ 

already Cf'CI5.1 marc &Dd more of this DOrth
em rc:iodcer raD.I'C (ODe Laplaod bold'. 
tourist brochure describes this "land 0( 
the midniaht IUD" as "'\be world', most 
civiIiz<d wilde""""). o.velopcn 0( ..... 
in&. bydroelectricity, &.ad touri&m in the 
DOI1.b _k Jcpiative prot.cction (or lhc:ir 
apansion into Sami areas whim frBgile 
IichetI pastures .... ..,il Y damagool and 
... to T'Clcnerate. More and JIIiCft rein
deer arc killed OIl the roads, aDd in tome 
areas, berckrs must move reindeer to aca. 
oonaI pastures by InIck. !..argo ...... 01 
rich pastutela!!d ha", bee. ftoodod, and 
important reicdeer river crossings DO 
Jonaer freeze because of aunsive dam 

buildina· l..arze tracts have � let ujde 
for military developments, lucb as the 
NATO bases in oortbern NOI"'Nay. 

In a world wbe� political po .... er is re
lated to the Iiu of voting and lobbying 
constituencies, the lou o( the reindeer and 
the amscquent reduction in official Sami 
census figures pose threats to the ancient 
culture: that become inCT'ClSingly difficult 
to 6ghl In the f.ce of Cbemobyl some 
parents t.c:ac:b their childR:n the Sami lao
guage and &bow- them. bow- to prepare 
IfUSCS for fur shoes or bo .... to aid a calVw 
ing doc. But they fear that Cbemobyl may 
have damaged the c:bikimI's trust ill the 
Sami way of life. 

"When the chiIdmI _ to ochooI 

iD September," laid Na'lwMarie fmm.. 
f)<U.' leacbet at the South Sami ochooI in So8a, 
..." ""'" only 01 bcqumo". They ukool 
ach OIber, "Did you cat fisb from the IakcI 
before you mn1 Did you walk in the raiD 
Jut sprina'!"' They would open their IUDCh 
boIca and "'y, "J CII.D at this meaL My 
rather bought it in the DOr1..h 110 it bas OIlIy 
300 bequereb." But by December I DOtiocd 
that bardly anyone spoke anymon: or 
Cbemobyl. \000 you tbi.nl: ab::lut it?"'" I 
wed. A dinc-year<lld girl replied, "No. it', like war. You bow it', raJ, but far .... y. 
You ClD'1 1CC it. and you try DOt to tbi.nl: or 
it com.i:fta to you and your ra.m.iJy." 0 

BEST AVA I LABLE  COpy 
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Spe c i a l  I sotope Separa t i o n ( S I S )  Refi nery E'fhibi-r :133 
INEL Idaho Fal l s, I D ( proposed)  PUBLIC HEARING 26 March 1988 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

I vote NO.  The Department o f  Energy (DOE } does not seem to b e  able  to manage 
i ts affa i r s .  I have read about the various potentia l  threats to the envi ron
ment and peop l e .  In part i cu l a r  I am concerned for the vul nera b l e  aqu i fer i n  
S E  Idaho . These are not the reasons for my atti tude. 

A s i de from techni cal deta i l s  the DOE presents �he image of a l o s t  agency 
w i th no apparent publ i c  i n terest--not even defe n s e .  I favor a stronger commit
ment to conven ti onal and " l ow tech " defense strategi e s .  Weapons that work . 
Lets bui l d  them i n  Idaho . 

If I were a banker I wou l d  not l end the DOE a dime u n t i l  they demonstrate 
the ab i l i ty to manage and sol ve the probl ems of nuc l e a r  energy . 

Scal e .  The DOE has sponsored a vari ety of l arge- sca l e  production reactors 
s i nce the l ate 1940 ' s .  The graphite core des i g n  was known to be i nherently 
di fficul t to control . Unl i ke the French and others , U . S .  reactor bu i l ders 
have never mas tered the i r  craft a t  the smal l er scales  o f  s i ze which are 
safer and qui te econom i c a l  for power genera t i o n .  

Standardi zati o n .  I f i n d  no evi dence of t h e  D O E  t o  standard i z e  reactors on 
des i g n ,  con struction metho d s ,  and mater i a l s .  Lack of sta ndards l eads to i n
creased safety hazards i n  operati on ,  h i gher costs for construction and 
mai ntenance, and uncert a i n ty of  spare parts to keep the reactors on- l i ne .  

DOE Safety Record.  Uran i um dust, rad i oactive  acids  and sol vents i n  ground 
water, and p l u to n i um f i re s  are wel l documented. B i l l i ons  are now needed to 
cl ean up e x i s t i ng contami n a t i o n .  The N reactor( Hanford, Wa . }  has been 
cl osed for S 70 mi l l i o n  of (del ayed) sa fety wo rk . I regret the l o s s  of  jobs 
but appl aud this deci s i on to c l o s e  Hanford . 

5. Pol i cy .  We are unable  to fi nd any ev i dence of l ong range pl ans or pol i cy de
vel opment. There are no c l e a r  publ i c  statements of the need for more pl u
ton i um .  Nucl ear  weapons desi gners have stated that reactor grade pl uto n i um 
can be used d i rectly i n  nuclear expl o s i ve s .  Why recycl e p l u ton� um? 

SUMMARY 

I am aware of INEl ' s  f i ne safety record and outstan d i n g  engi neers , s c i e n t i s t s ,  
a n d  support staff.  INEl i s  probably t h e  m o s t  qual i f i ed agency t o  operate a 
S I S  faci l i ty i n  the U . S  . .  I am opposed to add i ng $ 1 b i l l i o n  to the DOE bud
get for thi s project for any l ocation . The DOE is not function i ng in a re
spon s i b l e ,  bu s i ness l i ke fas h i o n .  The SIS is a oac i de a  in the l i ght of  the 
current national  debt. I be l i eve the DOE i s  a poor i nvestment at t h i s  time .  
I am prepared to  back u p  these statements w i th publ i c  l i terature, my pocket 
book, and at the bal l ot box . 

I want to thank the DOE staff and a l l  those that f"Jave made thi s hearing  
poss;  b l e .  

,-' . If" t,� ,-( /3 '- ��� � : . ",--
5883 Strea�s i de Pl ace 

Boi se, 1 0  83714 
(208) 375 -3938 
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VETERANS OF FORE I G N'  'WARS 

Dr, C l ay N i c h o l s  U .  S .  DEPARTMF.NT OF ENER{�Y 7 ."3 5  DOE Pl",ce 
I d "" h o  FOo l l s ,  I d i!l h o  8 :j 4 0 �  

D l'! a r  M r ,  N i c h o l 5 ;  

STATE OF I DAHO 

d. 34' 
Mnrch 2 1 ,  198P, 

For the record, I "" m  P a u l  MontRomery, thE! S t  • ."te Commanul'!r n f t: h e  
Veterl'l.ns n f  Fore ifS n <.Jars of th'" Un t t ed ,s t . a t . E! s ,  re pr>'!"'o'! n t 1 n �  t.hf"!  S t .." t  .. 
of I <i "" h n  Th", V � t e r <'l. n s  o f Fnr"' 1�n \Jars, l s  IlIn oq�" n i za t i on n f  ?_ ._ " _ 
."f i J. l l o n M"In i'l.n<i Wn�"n whnm h<'l v,"' serve<i t h 1 5  c ou nt r y ov<>r o;,?i'lS i n t l me 
of -Host 1 1 E! 0p'H i'l t. t o n s  

F o r  IlU n y  Y <? i'l r s ,  t h.� V r,;> t e? r . :I !"\ ';  o r  Pn r "! l K n  W'i'l. rs h .. :l s ,  <'-net cn n-r. l nu"'� t o  
pu rstle lI l l  .�Vl'!nu�s o t  a :,;r"'.'l. t i'l.nd PF';'I.r. p t l l l  N,"'I.t. l nn .  rhn..;p wh n h,'\'lF> 
se rve d overseas <11I r l n?; 'J'\r t i mE'!, h ..... ve w t t. nessl'!d t h e  ITIdny ..... t;ro�:; :. t [ 0 ""  
and horrors of \oIlIr torn !la t i n ns 'J"" ne v.;o,r w a n t  to see t he s� t h i ng,,; i !"\ 
-r h i 5  \oIond e r f l l l  ,-o <l n t rV '-I t ours. 'I'" hov'"! i'l. l wl\ y s  ,.,t. r· l ved t.o .... '..;<.; l s t  n ' \ r  
leartl"rs i n  ma l n ta 1 n i n.w: llF'ilor.e E a c h  y e a r ,  a t  o u r  Nd t i ona i 

Convent t o n s ,  w<'! pi'l.5S r.�sn l u t l n no:; t, o t h t s  e f t ec t ,  HO\oleve r ,  � t  h i'\ 5  
o � ""'l'I. y s  been and s e e m s  i t  w� l l a. l ways bE! , t h a t  t o  have a 
p<?dce, a n "" t l n n  must be ; t c l"l n :>:  tn i t ' s  Nat. i 9 n a .1 De t e ns e .  

'J i t h  t h a t  t h Cl ' l r; h o:  i n  m i n , .! .  � h l s  t ;  t h o'!  reason t ha t  I d l!l  "'!-lp<?.'I. r t n ?; 
De t arI'! you t h t s  <'I t tF' r n o o n  In b�h" l r  o t  the bu l 1 d 1 np; ""nd ope ra t l np; o t  t he $:...l :..S .  t n  Irlaho. FrOm ,, 1 1  a t  t he t e st; irao ny , ne ..... ., r E! l e " s e s  a n ri  
t n t or m.'l t t o n  t h a t  has b e E! n  re l e?aserl, th<? S ,  I S . \01 1 1 1  prnv t de a v e r y  
va l u ", b l e  l i nk i n  -r. he NlI t i on� l D� r .. nse o f  t h e  U n i ted S1: a t e o;  n t"  ,' m<'! r U;i'I , 
and w i l l  he l p  llS t o  ma i nt l'l. t n a S1':rOnp; riE!TAns t V E!  pos t u re 

\J� .are st rong l y .�o n v l n,: e d ,  t h a t  w i t h  the t o nfS v i " b l e  recorri n f  s,'\ f E! t. y  
i'lnri operat i o ns li t  t h e  [ rt " L n  �'1t t o na l  L ", b o r "' t o r y ,  t h l'l t  t h <>  !'''pa r·tm<", ot. r:f E nerg y c lI n  li n n  \oI 1 t 1  1I'.'\ i ill.;'1 t n  a s a f e.  an,] st ran.",: op�r"' t ! n?; t :l,� ! \ ! t y  
From t h e  r"'cnrd a t  t. h,:. : ill h o  �la t t n n.'ll r .  ..... h<)f ,'1 t.or y ,  wh i c h  1 0.;  i'l. vi'l l l l " b l 8  <: 0  e v e r Y Cl n ;i! .  i n  i t ' ::;  s a l 02 t . y ,  ope rll t i o ns a n d  d e v o'! l oproent t or t h �  p�st; 

3'5 Y 8 "" r s  L t. hO!ls bRen fflr i'l hO'''R re {lrn .... c h  c;()mpI'lred t,o n t. ho'! r  "" t m l l t <� r  
F"" c t l i t i e s  o r  l nriust r t e <:;  

. . 

A", t he State Co mma nde r of th� Veter-!'lns of F o re i � n 'J.!I. rs in l d""ho , wh t.::h 

is over 7 , 4 0 0  membe r s s t r <:J n � ,  I h""ve heard t h i S  pro J ec t;  ,ii so:usse,i m3 n y 
t. i me s ,  hath pro and ,:on ,"\nr\ it; is t;he v,'!.st. l"TIlI j or l t y op i n i o n o t  tho'! 
!':i",hoa n ' ,,>  in t h t .., »;rellt ""lr>{!l.nl ::'"i'l t i o n  o f  Pa t r i o t ! .:: Ded j "!'l t e<1 !'{<>n and 
'/r:: men , that the S I S  � s  i'I v:) \ 'Ja h le "'n<i n<>o:ess",ry proj ... c; t  .'l nd ShOll l d r:.,: in Idllho \JE! be l l evp. .... 1 so I;h"t. the Depar t !!lp. n t n l'  En ... rf\"Y has 

� o m p l 02 te<i t ll rp;e an<i f \l : t  s,� ..... ll'! 'i' v o':l t 'I.'!.l; l o n s  in a l l  aspec t s .  dnd WR 
t'J rt hl'! r  b"" l i e v e  t hll t t h e  [ N . E . L 1 ;;  the most 1 o ?; i ;:; a  I p l "" : ""  f n r  1 t " ;;  
cr.Jnst r u<::t l o n . ''/e t h  ... n d o r e  <:; t r n n ,� l y  urp;"" "t h e  p e o p l e  t o  stanri be h l n<i 
t h e  Depart me nt of Ene rgy ,  t h a t  "t h e y  m.'ly commence construc l; i o n  i!lS soon 
as poss i ble a t  t h e  Idl1hn C h 02 rn l c a l  Proc02ss 1 ng P l a n t  located a t  the 
Idaho N"" t i ona l E n g i n ee r i ng Lo.boro.tory. 

Thank you for providing me the oppor t u n i t y  t o  appel\.r before this �roup 
to express t h e  views ""nd f u l l  support o f  t h e  Veter"'ns o f  Foreign Wars 
",nd a l l  I t ' s  members i n  ld"ho for this p r o j e c t .  

y�. O. I'OftIGN WAIS O. TN' UMfTlD STATIS 
DEPAIlMENT Of IDAHO 

Poul ...... POll 30465 MOIl'go", • ..,.. ''-''tft . Nompo. Idoho (2011) -467·!i979 �! 83651 2(l1-4 $0. Po_rUne of" 
Strength through Numben 

JoIn Th. Vet.ran, of For.19n Wan 
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G. K.,... P.O. BoI \13S4 

"'mpa, JC 83152 
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March 2 5 ,  1 9 8 8  

D r .  C l a y  � i c h o l s  
U . S .  D . O . E . , I d a h o  OPS O f f i c e  
7 8 5  D O E  Place 
Idaho F a l l s , I D  8 3 4 0 2 - 1 1 3 3  

Dr . N i c h o l s : 

Attached is a copy of my s t a t e m ents to be m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i ng t h a t  c o n c e r n s  d i r e c t l y  t h e  D r a f t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  
S tatement f o r  the proposed cons truction a n d  opera t i on o f  the S I S  
P r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I N E L .  I a m  s c h e d u l e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  o r a l 
presenta'Cion d u r i n g  the 7 p . m . ,  M a r c h  2 6 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  s e s s i o n  in Boi s e ,  
I d a h o .  

Very t r u l y  you r s , 

[f!:f?t?'/i;r� � 

Namp a , I d a h o  

R o b e r t  G.  Koger 
Nampa , 1D 

ORAL PRESENTATION 

I s t r o n g l y  b e l i eve in a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  S p e c i a l  

I sotope Separ at i o n  P r o j ect ( S I S )  a s  d e s cr i bed i n  t h e  s u p p o r t i n q  

D r a f t  Environ m e n t a l  I m pact S t a t e m e n t  ( D E I S ) n a m ed and n u m be r e d  

D O E /E I S - 0 1 3 6  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 8 8 .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  u t i l i z e s  t h e  

AVLIS proces s f o r  t h e  production o f  w e a p o n s  g r a d e  p lu t o n i u m  a n d  

i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  t e c h n o l o g y  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  a nd f u l f i l l s  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  D O E  h a s  t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  

U n i t ed States b a s ed upon the n u c l ear w e a p o n s  s t o c k p i le m e m o r a n d u m  

( NW S M J .  Fu r t h e r ,  i t  r e s u l t s  i n  g r e a t l y  i m p r o ved s a f e t y  f o r  

o p e r a t i n g  p e r s o n n e l a n d  e c o n o m y  o f  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  c a n  

r e l a t e  t o  - i t  i s  o u r  b u c k s !  Tr. e l a s �  p a r a ? r 3 p h  o n  p a g e  1 - 2 ,  

s u c c i n c t l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  neces s i ty f o r  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  adva n t a g e s  

of t h i s  proce s s .  

I concur i n  t h e  Department of Enerqy ' s  s e le c t i o n  o f  t h e  I N E L  

a s  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  s i t e  f e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

S I S  Project u s i ng the AVLIS proces s .  

The DElS addre s s e s ,  i n  c l e a r  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  AVL I S  p r o c e s s  a n d  

t h e  v a r i o u s  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  f u n c t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h b a s i c  

construction c r i t e r i a  and coverage o f  o p e ra t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  

a s  e m i s s ions a n d  s o l i d  w a s t e ,  t r a n s p o r t  o f  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  

r e q u i r em e n t s .  O t h e r  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t , 

ecology and background rad i a t i o n  in a d d i t i on to the env i r on m e n t a l 

c o n s e q u e n c e s  a s  a r e s u l t  of s i t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  p r o j e c t  

o p e r a t i o n .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  S e c t i o n  4 . 1 . 3  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

1 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

5 . 2 8 . 2  

2 . 1 . 1  
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i m pa c t s  of a s p e c t r u m  of p o s t u l a t e d  a c c i d e n t s  f o l l o w ed by a 

d i s cu s s i o n  of o c cu p a t i o n a l  s a f et y ,  s a f e g u a r d s  a n d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  

unavoidable edverse impact s .  

The e n v i ronmental requ i r e m e n t s  a r e  r e v i e w ed i n  S e c t i on 5 f o r  

a l l  to s e e .  These include execu t i v e  o r d e r s ,  A E C  a n d  DOE A c t s  a n d  

O r d e r s ,  F e d e r a l  S t a t u t e s  a n d  S t a t e  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o t h e r  

Orders a n d  Acts a n d  Regu l a t i o n s .  

I w i s h  t o  c o m m e n d  t h e  a u t h o r s  a n d  t h e  r e v i e w e r s  f o r  t h e i r  

very thorough treatment o f  t h e  sub j e c t  m a t t e r  i n  t h i s  D EI S .  

L a s t l y ,  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  a l l  o f  u s  t h a t  l i v e  i n  I d a h o , 

is t h e  p r o j e c t e d  r e l a t i v e  m i x  of p e r s o n n e l  r e q u i � e m e n t s  f o r 

o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  S I S  f a c i l i t y . I w o u l d  p r o p o s e  t h a t  t h e  m i x  

could b e  a s  f o l lows : 

l O �  N u c l e a u  Engineer s , Phys i c i s t s  & C h em i s t s  

6 0 �  Techno log i s t s  & O f f i ce P e r s onn e l  

2 0 %  C r a f t s  Labor 

1 0 %  Unsk i l led Labor 

[ 2 3 6  

Exhi b i t  236 

Th i s  exhi b i t  beg i ns w i t h  a l etter by Fuj i Kre ider and c o n t i nues with 
32 add i t ;  ana 1 1 etters from LaGrande . Oregon , res i den t s .  The 
32 add i t i on a l  l etters are c o n s i dered part o f  Exh i b i t  236 . 
Exh i b i t  237 wi l l  be found on the page fo l l ow i n g  the f i n a l  LaGrande , 
Oregon , 1 et ter . 
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TES7IMONY ON THE SPEC:AL ISOTOPE SEPARATOR 
::)'RAF:: ENV IRONMEN7AI. lr1PAC;: STATEMENT 

BY C ,  FUJI KREIDER 
2 2 0 4  Geke l e r L a n e  

L a  Gran d e , Oregon 97850 
5 03-963-2 ::' 9 3  

;).3lc 

My name i s  Fu� i K r e l d e �  a n d  l i v� at 2 : Q 4  Geke l e r  La n e :  La Gr3nd� , 
0reg o n . 

Back i n  �e�raar" 1 986 , I l i ved in 3 0 i 3 8  and I t e s � i f i e d at y o u r  
s e op i n g � e a r � n g s . My s e l f , a n d  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  S n a k e  R i v e r  
A l l i a n c e , :he C � a l i t i on f o r  t h e  Sa f � T r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d  Ha n d l i n g  o f  
Hazardous � a � e r i a : s , a n d  ;: d a n o  Orga n i za t i o n s  f or Nuc l e ar S a f e t y  
( I ONS) , a l l  addr e S 3 ed a n d  reque s t ed t h a t  y o u  r e s e a rc h  

t ra n spor=a t i o n  s a f e � y  a n d  rou� e s J emergency r e s p o n s e  preparedn e s s ,  
a n d  medi = a :  f a c i l i ty c a p ab i l i � i e s t o  d e a l  w i t h  a c c i d e n c  v i c t i m s , i n  
I d a n o  a n d  any�here i n  t h e  U . S .  � h e r e  t r a n s p or t a t i o n � o u l d  occur f o r  
t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t . 

I b e l i eved in NE?A a n d  t h e  d e m o c ra t i c  p r o c e s s  at t h o s e  s c o p i n g  
h e a r i ngs . And c on t rary t o  my c o l : e age s ,  I r ea l l y  f e l t  t h a t  y o u  
w o u l d  "..l Z �  � i npu� a s  a framework f o r  y o u r  r e a s e a rc h . 'w e l l ,  I 
e i t h e r  n i eve o r  o n  t h e  w r o n g  s i d e of t h e  i s s u e , b e c a u s e  I am 
apD a u l � c  a: t h e  r e s e a r c h  d o n e  regarding t h e s e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  Dra f t  
EI S !  

Peop l e ' s  h ea l t h , s ec ur i � y , l i v� l i  oods , and e n v i r o n m e n � s  a r e  a t  
s t ake wnen y o u  prepare a n  impact t a t eme n t . � h i s  i s  why i t  i s  
i m p e ra t i v e  � h a t  your r e s e a r c h  b e  h e  m o s t  t h or o ugh , r ea l i s t i c , 
prac t i c a :  and t e c h n i c a :  s t udy p o s  ib l e .  

Us i n g  y o u r  c omp u t e r  m o d e l  t o  d e t er� � e  t h e  probab i l  t 7  o �  
t r a n s p o r � a t i o n a c c i d e n � s  may b e  f i n  and I �as p : e a  e d  t h a t  t h e  
" c h a n c e  i s  l o w ;  b u t , � h e  m o d e l  i 3  : awed b e c a u s e  i o n l y c on .::; i d e :::- s  
?ROBAB"L:':Y : 

F i r s t , it r e s �� e s  t h a t  t h e  c a s k s  are a a t e �  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o �  
T r a n s p o r : a  i o n  h a s  n o t  approved a cas� de s i gn f o r  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  
t r a n sura � i  w a s t e s , and unt i l  t h ey d o , h o w  c a n  y o u  � a s s e s s  
t h e  p r obab l i t y ?  

S e c o n d . e m o d e :  p r e  umes t h a t  t h e r e  is a d e qua e emerge;1cy 
r e sp o n s e  er s o n n e :  �h c h  have adequa t e  equipmen a n d  t r a i n i n g . I t 
p r e s um e s  :;at t h e s e  f r s ::  r e sp o n c e r 3  t-:.r.,)!".,1 <,.,rha:: h e,! a r e  .-!.-: a : i n g 
!".,l i t h .  p r e s um e s  � at t. h � r e  w i : :  ::: e ac.equa t e  a n d  c 0 h '2 s i v e  
c o o rd i � a :  a m o n g  i n  ergovern m e n � a :  age�c i e s h a n d l i n g  
emergen�:/ . 

N'J� l e � ' 3  t a : k  t h e  r ea l i c j  of r e s a a  = � � n g e m e r �  ��y r e� ) n s �  F.,r 
e x a mp � e ,  : nv e s  1 9a ing t h e  r o u t e  b e  wee� Ha n f c r  3 � d  I�E: , o n e  

w o u l d  3 � �?: y n e d  , J  r e s ea r c h  wh at � �  emer�e�c r e = p J n z e  
pr'?pa r ec i ,� i� f':.r a :. :  nd c o u ::' ,:, r.e 
m e d i c a :  3. '7 i :;' i  i e ::: i �  t ;, e 3 e  C O:.1n : 1. e  .:ie:�'- v ;' .: - y ,, :� 
a :r- e  1- e : :  !:g 0:� 't h e s e  c Gt.:.n, i "'! .s '  -: ':.':.:-.e!:a:: i on a n c.  t h e  
t r a n z p : �  � : i )n a nd e:�er3e!lCy r � � i : � e 3 3  e = 3 e � � : �  f ) � : n �  : S ;  y e �  
y o:.... ?!: ) t : e  :: <=;. �  � :� -=y c. ",, ':: e;:rr: i n .:: 
h a n d :' ,_," ;3. '- :l - -: : ..: �� ', : -: �.::- 2 :J �t� a : :-

O r  d o  V Q :';'  know t h a t  t h e  w o r s t  c a s e  " p o s t u l a t ed a c c i d e n t " c a n n o t  b e  
c l e a n ed-up? 

-

I am sorry to r e p o r t  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  to our Emergency Rep o n s e  
Manager i n  Un i o n c oun t y ,  wh e r e  I c u r r e n t ly l i ve , t h e  emergency 
r e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  not b e  able t o  handle even the sma l l e s t  of 
p l u 't o n i um r e l e a s e d  f r om a n  a c c i d en t , a n d  o t h er h a zardous m a t er i a l s  
c l ean-ups a r e  even q�e s t i o n ab l e . 

Not o n l y  a r e  t h ey n o t  t r a i n e d  a n d  prepared--they d i d  not even know 
t h i s  p r � c e s s  wa s occurr i n g �  I t  w a s  me , a for�er I da h o  r e s i d e n t , 
who i n f � rmed t h e  C o u n t y  Commi s s i o n ,  C i t y  C O LLn c i ::' p er s on s ,  and 
Eme rgen--:y R e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l  that: t h i s  DEIS · ..... a s  c o n duc t e d :  

(Now w a s  t h a �  a guaran t: e e ,  o r  a pr oQ�Q i l i t " ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  
i n� ergovernm e n t a l  c o op e ra t i o n ? )  

L e t ' s  f a c e  i t ;  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  n e v e r  l e f t  t h e  o f f i c e  o r  t h e i r  
c omput �r t e rmi n a l s . They never even p i cked up t h e  p h o n e !  

5 . 2 9 . 6 6 

5 . 7 . 8  

Now l e � ' s  t: a l k  pra c t i c a l l y  about m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i c i e s . T h e  5 '2 9 7 1  o n l y  medi c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  d i s c u s s e d w e r e  n ea r  t h e  s i t e . Aga i n , • •  

t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  o f  r e a l i t y  h e r e . How d o  YOu i n t e n d  o n  i n i t i a l ly 
t r ea t: i r.g and t h e n � r a n s p o r t i n g hundr�ds , d o = e n z , o r  even o n e  
p e r s o n , t o  t h e  I da ho Fa : l s  m e d i c a l  fac i :;' i t y wh e n  t h e  a c c i d e n t  
o c c u r s  nundreds o f  m i ! e s  from t h e  s i t e ? 

So you s e e ,  I am f r u s t ra t ed . Your c o n c l u s i o n z  a r e  b a s e d  on ONE B I G  
PROBAB::: :ITY ; A t e c h n i c a l  s t udy ,  y e s - - a  pl-a c ':'.: i c a l  s t udy , n o i  

T h i s  p r o bab i l  t y  i s  c o s t i n g  u s  a c e r t a i n  $ 852 m i l l i o n  d o :;' l a r s , ( n o t  
t o  m e n t � o n t h  i n e v i t a b l e  c o s t  overruns) . ? l � s , t h e  probab i l i t y  o f  
t h e  add i t i o n a  c o s t 3  o f  a t r a n s p o r � a t i o n o r  s i t �  a c c i d e n � , suc h a S f 
c J. e a n - '..lp a n d  d e c o n t: a m i n a t i o n , emergency r e 3 p o n s e ,  e f f e c t s  on 
i n dus � r i e s , h e a l c h  c o s t s  and l i ab i l i t y  to work e � s , commun i t y  
memb ers a n d  t h e i r depend e n t s ,  f o r  t h e i r  h e a l t r. ,  l o s s  o f  wage s ,  
l i ve� i h  0ds , l � n d , me � : a l  a n gu i s h , a n d  0 n  a:l� �� , \oI h i � h  \oI e r �  n o t  
c a : c u l a  e d  i n  t h e  DEI S .  

(Or , i t h e  DOE n o t  g o i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  : i ah i : i t y ? )  

Grant e i .  our n a t i o na l p o l i c i e s v a l u e  n a t i o � a :  d e f e n s e ,  but t h ey 

����i;�:�� ;�;�n
� f  

t
�l:::�

e
; : � i ; � :a�u�;��� s .  : � e S I S p r o j e.; �  i s  

S o  � e  d )  t h e  b e s t  a s s e s s m e n t  p c s s i b ! e - - t e c h � i = a l  f ,, : k s  l i � e  
y o ur s e : 'les , w o u l d  probably do a c c s t -b e r. e f i �  a r. a l y s i s . 

When : � e i �h t h e  C 0 Z : S  of t h �  p r ) � e = : - - t h �  a = : �a l  an d  ? r �bab ! � ,  
w e i gh - � e 2 e aga i n s �  t � e  probabi 2 i : y : a f � : : - s c a : E  r. � c ! ear 
wh e r e  '-,e · ..... 0 u ! 6  :-. e �d m '.)t- e s o:  ),:ko l l e z ;) 0 :' :..1.: ):: � �r:-, ::' -= C 3. '� 3 e 
o� o � r  � eapons . ::: wo�:d be q�i � e � �= =  2� . Why? 

and 

W e :' l  f : � ):1e , I c a r: :. !: irna'.:r i n .::. '.J. �  r :': W,?clp ::. r. 3 ,  b u t  a 1 3 ::'  
::' '''! c a L. 3 -:  :§:.'::'l o f  -,: t; .;:: a r e ll2£.§.£';'�iti� . 
A : : - - e :-: . .: e::>t. ":Ir: -=- :  o? .22._££��[l_�'::'.:;,�!.:r:�;.;'::::.i i :;; t r. �  .::.c : y  a : t € r n a t i v' e 
w i t �� a n �  ': ��;� - 0 � �  h �� : � :' a � ci � :r- a � 3 D 0 r t a t i on 
r i s k ia : � .  S :  a : : :  

-T,Y ,�,:: ) ::. " ,-=, : �  .: 
m G r -: :: ,'l � �  : : ;>. r  . •  : : >2  : � E · 3 .  

:a n a l Y 3 i s "  
o n l y  
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c h o i c e--Th e NO Ac t i on A l t ernat ive--Ida h o ' g C h o i c e ,  w h i c h  many 
c i t i � e n s  o f  t h e  Grande Ronde V a l l ey a l s o  c h o o s e .  

H e r e  a r e  t h e  v o i c e s  of .. He! !t U 1 eio, ... � a n other 32 c i t i z e n s:  
o f  e a s t ern Oregon who c ould n o t  b e  here t oday l 

We a r e  t e c i t i z ens a l o n g  t h e  t r a n s p o rt a t i on r o u t e  who have n 0 �  
b e e n  n ot f i e d  o f  t l1 i s  proc e s s , who have p � e n t y  t o  l o o s e  a n d  n o t  
t a x  d o l �  r t o  ga i :l !  

D r .  Clay Nichols 
785 DOE Place 

MICHAEL A. HETRICK, M.D . .  FAAP 
PEDIATRICIAN, i�f."h. child •• " lind .dollueenh 

/0 1 2  SUNSET DRIVE 

LA GRANDE, OREGON 91850 

hi. phon. (50)) ' 6 3 · '1 1 2 )  

Idaho Falls . Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr . Nichols; 

March 2 1 ,  1988 

As a resident of Union County, which has declared i taelf by public 
referendum a nuclear-free zone, I believe that an informed public has made 
clear i t s  wishes for no more nuclear weapons. The Special Isotope 
Separation project will be contributing t o  an increase in our count r y ' s  

nuclear arsenal a t  a time when our ovn president h a s  negotiated b y  treaty 
with the Soviet Union a reduction in intermediate nuclear forces . 

As a physician I am aware of the t remendous risk t o  the public along the 
transport route the nuclear waste will travel from Hanford t o  INEL . I 
believe our emergency equipment and planning to be woefully inadequate to 
handle even a minor accident involving trace amounts of plutonium or other 
nuclear ma terials . 

4 . 1 3 
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a t  Idaho National Engineering Labor a t o r y .  I fully support the No Action 
Alternative t o  const-ruction of S I S .  

Sincerely Yours . lfY��� 
Michael A. Hetrick , M . D .  
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Dr . Clay Nichols 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls , Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr . Nichol s ;  

D r .  Barbara J .  Hetrie:k 
902 '0' Avenue 

La Grande 9 Oregon 97850 

March 2 1 ,  1988 

I am writing t o  express my concern over the Special Isotope Separation 
project proposed for the Idaho National Engineering Labora t o r y .  I fully 
support the No Action Alternative t o  construction of S I S .  

I a m  frightened of t h e  r i s k  t o  the public along the transport route the 
nuclear waste will travel from Hanford t o  INEL. I am also not convinced of 
the need for more plutonium, and I f e e l  that we should be reducing our 
nuclear arsenals , not building more nuclear devices . 

As a resident of Union Coun t y ,  which has declared i t se l f  b y  pubUc 
referendum a nuclear-free zone , I believe that an i n formed public has made 
clear its wishes for no more nuclear weapons . The S I S  project w i l l  be 
contributing t o  an increase in our country ' s  nuclear arsenal a t  a time when 
our president has negotiated b y  treaty with the Soviet Union a reduction in 
intenned.1ate nuclear forces . S I S  presents a great risk t o  the pubUc health 
and safety and I wish t o  encourage the Department o f  Energy to abandon its 

plans t o  proceed with SIS a t  INEL. 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
7B5 IXE Plac:e 
Idsho ral ls, Idaho 83402 

lAMr Dr. Nichols: 

P.O. Box 6Z7 
La &-anc:t., CF!: 

97Il5O 
(:503) '36:}-«i06 
March :20, 1� 

W,il. AIlE (luto Irmuw Dltfici-.::y 9y'ndront) i. not y.:ji«ticn 
sicknas., it is an apprcpriate .q..ri.v&l.,t. M.ric ... MVIf � t.,. .. tact 
to graphic vi� of AlIE pati.,ts en tal.visricrh WIlt ha'¥I! !!i8!IB'l tt. 
......tif"'ll,;l &ay and cancl!!l'"CU!5 growths this di� prc::a...:... Withcut 
having to wit� r.:ji.ticn di-..se first han::t, ... I'lCIW kna.,I ....... t 
9J'"l·.I&'IICIfI& dlt.aths .w-ld suffering rucllNr waY and ruclear accidl!nts wi 11 
bring. 

La &-anc:t. is en thR I-64 corrida- (both rmlrOild and fr ..... y) avvr 
r..tlich ruc:l&ar' .....a!I't1lS wi l l bR shipped i f  thR SIS is built a.t II'IB... .Just 
l ast  )'WU'" a truck c .... ryif"'lg r.:jia.::iVlf looIB!5te Wl'"l!Cklld near Bakar, o...egc:::n, 
4:5 miles $O.Ji:h of hera, iIOd that-e ha ..... beB'l flDt"'"e than . fIN r.a.ilro-=l 
accidants rwar La Q-andIt in the pa!5t two )9ill's. SafR tran!lJXll"taticn of 
high gr.ade nucl-.r .......tn. i� • f."t.my, 11-EJiE SII'FL..Y IS Nl F"An...SIIF£ .... Y 
10 lRI'IIB'!RT lle£ I1AlERllIt..S. 

I do not apprecia.t� any pet""scn invol \/'Ed with tha f�al 
9C"V'11"r'WIB'lt playif"'lg f..t iIOd l oc:ee with my hee.lth and ... If ..... , not to 
fI'B1tiCl1 the o.el fare of my family iIOd friS"'ds in this cOAIIUlity. 

I look l.p:rl thOSE! � advocate rucl&hilY � .w-ld t ... 
transportatiCl1 of hi� lE'VR1 rucllNr looIB!5te as I look l.p:rl a. blood dcnor 
� knc:Jws he has AIts and dc:natlil'5 bleed an�. The oW1'D..nt of 
plutCl1iLrn necessary to cause It..ng earlCet" is �arcl!!l y  larger than ." 
Alts virus, a"'ld unl i ke an AIlE virus, the plutCl1iun can infect pecple 
by windblo.n cLst .  

I urge yo..J t o  cCI1sider this fact: no cultLD"e has lcng survi"lW!!d 
r..tlich did not firmly e.:ntrol its �ric.- class. In short, � fIl.JSt put 
a firm and rapid step to this SIS ncnsense. 

SincE!'l'"ely, /J��kc-, 
stuart Crcghan 
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Dr . Clay Nichols 

785 DOE Place 

Idaho Fall s ,  Idaho 83402 

Charlene K. Edwards 

2703 N .  Ash 

La Grande. Oregon 97850 

March 18. 1988 

I am adamant l y  opposed to the construction of the Special Isotope 

separation plant at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory because 

it would result in the inevitable pollution of the Snake River Plain 

Aquifer with plutonium just like has happened at e v e r y  other nuclear 

facility around the country. Further , it would require the hauling 

of the plutonium feedstock down the 1-84 corridor . thus paving the way 

for the contamination of all the country along the way .  

Since the INF treaty is going to free up a couple of tons o f  wea

pons grade plutonium I can ' t see how we are going to have any shortage 

of this durable material . 

At the present nme there are no faolities to deal with a major 

spill of radiCl<1ctive material in any of the towns along the proposed 

route of the plutonium shipment s .  There i s  no certified cask for the 

shipments . The D . O . E .  is self-regulating.  in effect it is un-regulated , 

as such it is difficult for me to have much faith in their pronouncements 

on safety matters. 

Don ' t  build the S . L S .  We don ' t  need it. we don ' t  want it, we can ' t  

afford the billion dollar expense o r  the risk of pl utonium contamination. 

I";) ; L/n� K-.�cLwCU(U--/ 

Dr . Clay �ichols 

785 DOE Place 

Idaho Fal l s .  Idaho 83402 

Raymond I .  Ha�ght 

1508 6th St . 

La Grande , Oregon 97850 

:-1arch 2 1 .  1988 

I am against the construction of the Special Isotope Separanon 

plant because of unans\Oered questions on safety matters and the prob

lem of nuclear proliferation. 

So far there appears to be no safe way to transport the plu tonium 

feedstock from Hanford to the INEL . There is no approved cask, there 

are no adequate emergency response teams available in the towns along 

the proposed hauling route to neal wi th a major acciden t .  and the DElS 

doesn ' t  address the problem of clean-up in case of a large scale spill . 

Since there 1. 5  not enough feedstock to operate the plant for i t ' s  

full lifetime 1 a m  afraid that the government w i  1 1  find a way to break 

the �uclear Non-proliferation Trea t y  and start using feedstock from com

merc ial power plants. 

There are SE'veri'll other probl ems facing the SIS plant too, llke i t s  

being s i t e d  o n  t o p  of o n e  of Idaho ' s  largest a q u i f e r s ,  t h e  economic impact 

of contamination on the farming ind usty , DOE ' s  poor track recorri of self

regula t i o n ,  and the very l arge question of whether we even need i'lny more 

weapons grade plutonium in l ight of the fact that the I�F treaty will free 

/" up 8 times as much as the SIS will make. I vote not to build the SIS at 

a l l .  
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Dr . Clay Nichols 

7 8 5  DOE Place 

Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 8340 2 

Dr . Nichols : 

Douglas Romer 

March 1 5 ,  1 988 

I urge you to please take action against the SIS project 

proposed for implementation i n  Intel Idaho . The Whole world 

is on the edge of ann i h i l a t i on because of the nuclear weapons 

race between the U . S .  and U . S . S . R .  We need no more atoaic 

bombs. This is the most serious problem that mankind has 

ever faced . P1ease STOP THIS MADNESS BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE • 
Let this be an indication of goodvill in attempt ing to stop 

the arms race . We ove this responsibil ity to our chi ldren 

and grandchildren not to destroy the earth. We can dismantle 

some of our current over-supply of nuclear warheads as �uel 

for generating plants . 

Tbankyou for listening. /j&J1J � /&/,Y1P 
12 /0 E A!I� Jt::l--6 I!?- v .;-� 0 (/" 
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Dr . C lay N ichols 

7 8 5  DOE Place 

Idaho Fal l s ,  I daho 83402 susie Romer 

March 1 5 .  1 9 8 8  

Dr . Nicho l s :  

I urge you to please take action against the SIS project 

proposed for implementa t i on in Intel Idaho . The Whole world 

is  on the edge of annih1lation because of the nuclear weapons 

race between the U . S .  and U . S . S .R .  We need no more atomic 

bombs . Thi s  is the most serious problem that mankind has 

ever faced . P lease STOP THIS MADNESS BEFORE I T  IS TOO LATE . 

Let this be an indicat i on of goodw i l l  in attempting to stop 

the arms race . We owe this responsi b i l i ty to our children 

and grandchi ldren not to destroy the earth . We can d ismantle 

some of our current over-supply of nuclear warheads as  fuel 

for genera t i ng plant s .  

Thankyou for l i stening . 

�J.� 

IP 

MAN 
DEMONSTRATING HIS 
SUPERIORITY OVER 

ANIMALS. 

f);. R(n�� 
Dear Dr. N i cho l s ; 

G. Le1ghton 1 902 - 3rd St. #106 
LaGrande , O R  97850 

Dr. Clay N1cho l s  785  DOE Plac e 
Idaho Fa lls , ID 83402 

March 20 . 1 988 

This i s  to express s trong oppo s i tion to the proposed 
transport of plutonium from Hanford ,  Washington to the 
Idaho National Engeneering Laborato r y .  

It i s  amazing that s u c h  shipments o f  a dangerous , non
bi�degradable material would even be considered. Not a day 
goes by wi thout a news i tem about a c c i d ental hi ghway s p i ll s , 
r a i lroad car m i shaps and o ther such c i rcumstances that re
quire the eva cuation of wholepopulations to a v o i d  toxic 
poison s .  J u s t  l a s t  December a few ra i lroad tank- cars here 
in LaGrande dera i led containing Il j u s t  plain amo n i a " and 
inhabitants of the ne ighborhood had to leave their ho�es 
at lea st for the dura tion of the emergen c y _  Had it been 
vo l a t i l e  plutonium , what emergency measures c o u l d  be taken? 

Do we r e a l ly need to emu l a t e  the well-knOwn che� i c a l  po l lu ti on 
of Rocky Flats near Denver? 

No self-declared "need" by any Department of the U . S .  '30-
vern�ent can j u s ti fy further destru c tion of land, a i r ,  water -
and people ( c anc er ,  birth defects and s ti l l  unknown long-
ter:::! effects ) .  As to a s surances from the Depart:nent of 
Ener�y , you only need to cons ider the record of too li ttle 
too late from Minnesota to the Mi s s i s s i ppi . 

Not las t ,  there are many o ther pro j ec ts :nore deserving o f  
the $862 !!l 1 ll1on . 

For the Earth, 

/'" / , - /r-,.0 '. ,;2�C',(v.Y I ' 
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1 7 0 7  Cedar s t .  
L a  G r a n a e ,  O R  9 7 8 50 

M.arch 2 0 ,  1 9 8 8  

Dr . c l a y  N i c h o l s  
7 8 5  DOE P l a c e  
I d a h o  Fal l s ,  I D  8 3 4 0 2  

R e :  Spe c i a l  I sotope Separator 

Dear Dr . N i c hol s 1  

Every y e a r  i n  the La Grande a r e a  there are several t r a i n  
derailments a n d  a doz e n  o r  m o r e  semi t r u c k  accidents. 
cabbage H i l l , to the n o r th o f  us, and Ladd Canyon and py l e s  
c a n y o n  to the s o u t h  are treacherous dur i ng m a n y  m o n t h s  of the 
year, and human e r r o r  a n d  c a r e le s s ne s s  compound the r i sks of 
t r a n s i t  th rough n o r t he a s t  Oregon. 

-A recent d e r a i lment in La Grande i t s e l f  nearly s p i l led 
hundreds o f  ga l lons of dead l y  cnemica 1 3 ;  

-La s t  s p r i n g  a trucker who h a d  b e e n  dr i nk i ng w e n t  o f f  t h e  
road nea r  Pendleton wi th h i s load o f  nox ious chem i ca l s ;  

-A derailment i n  py l e s  Canyon several years a g o  dumped 
tons of g r a i n  i n t o  the va l le y .  A l e t t e r  to the e d i t o r  at the 
t ilne noted t h a t ,  were the c o n t e n t s  of those cars p l u t o n i um, 
the canyon would have b�en contami nated f o r  2 0 , 0 0 0  years. 

In my v i e w ,  a n  a c c id e n t  t o  a t r u c k  o r  train c a r ry ing 
nuclear m a t e r i a l s  i s  not a q ue s t i o n  o f  if but w h e n :  it i s  
i ne v i tabl e ,  n o  ma tter w h a t  c a r e  i s  taken w i th conta i ners o r  
t h e  people conce r ned. 

Ho�eve r ,  the m a t t e r  i s  m o r e  than one of pract ical 
t r a n s por t :  I a l s o  be l i eve that there is no need for the 
S . I . S . a t  a l l .  Our gover(lJ.ne n t ,  and that of the Soviet U n i on, 
have recently be g u n  t o  d i .:i m a n t l e  n u c l e a r  weapons for t h e  
f i r s t  t ilne s i nce we began t o  b u i l d  them. Th i s  is a hopeful 
3 t a r t  and o n e  w h i c h  I w a n t  t o  see c o n t i nue. p r e pa r a t i ons to 
make a d d i t ional nuclear wea�on3 r u n  ex a c t l y  counter t o  t h a t  
e f f o r t ,  and s h o u l d  b e  aba n doned. Please s u p po r t  the no 
action al terna t i ve. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

� �:'_o,_ 1_, ' .1,'" 

Glena D .  Records 
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Dr. Clay Nichols 

785 D .O . E .  Place 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

David Pickett 

P . O .  Box 12 

La Grande, Oregon 97850 

March 1 4 ,  1988 

I am wTiting to protest the construction of the Special Isotope 

Separation plant at the L N . E . L .  There is no proof th'at the U . S .  is 

i n  severe enough need of more plutonium to justify this facility and 

the risks that accompany i t .  

W e  already have more nuclear weapons than can b e  justified by 

any but the most paranoid military minds. The signing of treaties 

that are presently in the works will free up tons of plutonium that 

can be used to produce new weapons if the need arises. Plutonium doesn ' t  

wear out , i n  fact i t ' s  extremely long shelf-life i s  one of the major 

reasons for not constructing the S . L S .  

Every nuclear facility becomes contaminated , j t '  s the nature o f  

the beast .  Because o f  plutonium ' s  2 5 , 000 year half-life any plutonium 

processing faCility will be a liability for thousands of generation s .  

Since the S . L S .  will b e  sitting directly a t o p  the Snake River Plain 

Aquifer i t  is nearly inevitable that the aquifer will be contaminated 

like the aquifers at the Hanford site . There is no way to clean up an 

aquifer contaminated with plutonium. 

Finally, there i s  no safe way to deliver the plutonium feedstock to 

the I . N . E . L .  I n  light o f  the numerous rail accidents, shipping b y  rail 

5 . 29 . 9 5  would be akin to playing Russian Roulette with a bow and arrow. Trucking 

the feedstock is no better when you take into account the vagaries of weather 

and public ' s  proclivity for combining mind-altering drugs with travel on 

5 . 2 9 . 64 the high�ays . 

No action at all should be taken on the construction of this f ac i l i t y .  

1 . 1 We don ' t  need i t ,  we don ' t  want i t ,  and it should not be built anyplace, 

now or ever. r--� t Q �.� "'_ J� � 

Jr . Slay � i c h o l s  
7 R 5  J C �  } la c e  
I d a h o  Fal l . ,  I d a h o  QJ402 

J r .  \ i. c h o l s : 

;,.a r c h  1 5 ,  1 9 9 9  

To c o ns i 1 e r the bu i ld i ng o f  another plutoniu� r e f i nery i s  
f o l l y . :�.y p o s i t i o n  i s  firmly based o n  "t h e  no a c t i o n  alternative . 

'?he U . S .  is flo o d e ri  w i th nuclear weapo n s . Our e c o norr:y is i n  
tremendous d i s tr e s s . �e c a n  no longer base i t  on t h e  w e a k  bac� 
of the d e fense i ndustry. �e need to be spending the tax d o l lars 
we have on e d u c a t i ng our people and b u i l d i ng a firm base in 
the w o r l d  market w i t h  industry. 

I t ' s  a sad day w h e n  our two biggest exports are waste m e t a l  and 
waste paper. Americans can ' t buy a VCR made i n  t h e  U . S ,  je ' re 
l o s i ng rapi d l y  our technological f o o t ing in t h e  world e c onomy. 
I n  the end , it will be our ignorance that d e s t roys us, not our 
weaponry . 

The Draft E I S  fai l s  to a d d re s s  the type of emergency response 
that w o u l d  be n e e d e d  to deal w i th an acc ident involvine t h e  
re l e a se o f  p l u t o n i u m .  Oregon i s  j u s t  beginning t o  addre s s  t h e  
i s sues o f  m e d i c a l  treatme n t ,  evacua t i o n ,  cleanup a n d  l ia b i l i t y .  
".ie a r e  currently i n  n o  p o s i t i o n  to a l l ow the transport o f  massive 
quant i t i e s  o f  nuc l ear waste through Oregon a l o n g  the I-84 
corri d o r .  I n d e e d  there are many i s s u e s  yet to be a d d re s s e d  before 
one can even c o n s i d e r  the po s s i b i l i t y  o f  a plant being d e veloped 
in Idaho . 

The bottom l ine r e s t s  on the fact that we HAVE Ef",'OUGH ":EA.PO�S . 

Sincere l y ,  

� . .  25--�� �-''<'-�� 
S h e l l e y  G i m o n  
1 208 F i r s t  St . 
La Grand e ,  Oregon 97850 
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Or. Clay Nichols 
785 OOE Place 
Idaho FaT T s ,  Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr. Nichol : 

403 "M" Avenue 
La Grande,  Oregon 
March 1 7 ,  1 988 

So , 1 , 500 to 2 ,000 shi pments of radioactive materi a l s  a year have been trans
ported to Hanford . And now it is 90ing to be reversed and i t  wf T l  be an esti
mated 222 truckloads traveHng aTT  the way to New Mexico for 30 years ! !  This 
wf T l  be i n  addition to plutonium feedstock going from Hanford to INEL in Idaho, 
whi c h ,  we are tol d ,  is i n  the fonn of pl utonium oxide , a powder that is an 
extremely tox i c  radio active material when exposed to air or water. 

The thought of aTT those radioactive materia l s  being shuffled secretively here, 
there and yon conjures up the image of ants whose nest has been d 1 s rputed. 
They scuttle in a T T  directions and back aga i n  l ooking for safety and many of 
the ants carrying eggs dash back and forth looking for a secure place for them 
but aTT they accompHsh is total confus ion. I t  is so simfTar to what we are do
ing with our p l u tonium and radioactive wastes . 

We are not successful in finding a totaTTy safe reposi tory for them. No matter 
how they are handled and where they are stored , there is a threat from them. 
There is danger from earthquakes, or flood s ,  or leakage or maybe even a bomb 
dropped by somebody or sabotage from within.  Nothing makes them safe. 

However, it does seem to me, that as l ong as we have al ready contaminated the 
s i te at Hanford for 44 years , that we should just l eave the contami nation on 
that s i te and not move it around a l l over the country threatening other area s .  
After aT T ,  a virtrification plant i s  t o  be buf T t  there which wi T T  turn radio
active wastes into g l a s s l 1 ke bars which make it "almost" safe . If i t  is safe 
enough for transporta tion , then i t  should be safe enough to store there and 
not expose other areas to contamination by some unpreventable mishap . 

Thi s woul d  a l so save at l east 862 mf T H on doTTars for the taxpayers. 

WE ARE OPPOSED TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, especi a T T y  on 1-84. 
I t  is the highway we use and it is a l so used by our chfT dren and grandc h f T dren. 
We deeply resent any threat to them from s pi l l s  or whatever of hazardous mater� 
ial s .  We know others using other hi ghways feel as strongly about the wel fare of J)l� i r  c h f T dren and grandl:h!Jdren. WhlcIl two or llW Hves are the most important? 

We value our fam i l y  and do not want to see it hurt by the unnecessary mo\]ement 
and manufacture of p l u tonium stockp f T e s .  The continued production of p l u tonium 
mu 1 ti�H.s the danger of total destruction of our worl d ,  not only by nuclear war, 
but from aCCidents , sabotage , and natural d i sasters. The more the number of 
storage l ocations, the more chances there i s  for a catastrophe. Nature i s  wel l 
known for precipating freak happenings. 

I t  i s  time for us to become rational and use our inteT T i gence to stop this sense
l es s  panicked-ant behavior. 

Truly, 

�� 
Roberta Ba tes 

15Q2 M Avenue/La Grande , Oregon 97850 

D r .  C l a y  Nichols 
785 DOE P l ace 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  I daho 8 34 0 2  

March 1 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

R E :  S I S  
Dea r D r .  N i ch ol s  and D O E  f o l ks : 

No t h a nk you to y o u r  o f f e r  to b u i l d  
r e f i n e r y  i n  Idaho Fa l l s .  

a p l u t o n i u m  

I don't t h i nk about t h e  nuclear a rms r a c e  very 
often. W i f i ng ,  worki ng , f i xing up a house and r a i s ing 
t w o  chi ldren make more urgent demands. Nuc l e a r  w a s t e  
b u m p i n g  d o w n  the h i g h w a y  4 mi les from my home i s  
something very d i f ferent. 

I strongly oppose your plan to s h i p  radio active 
m a te r i a l down 1-84 from Hanford past me and my fam i l y  in 
La Grande, our parents i n  Onta r i o ,  f riends i n  C a l d we l l ;  
Boise and T w i n  Fal ls , grandparents i n  Heyburn, and 
cous ins i n  Poca t e l lo. 

I do n o t  t r u s t  you to transport dangerous materi a l  
s a f e l y .  And there i s  n o  second chance i f  you screw u p  . . .  
which y o u  have d o n e  on several occasions haven't you ? ?  
I n  f act do y o u  e v e n  have a p l a n  f o r  when you s c r e w  Up? 

As near as I can f i n d  out there i s  a l ready p l e nty 
of plutonium a round a n d  i t  stores for a l ong long time. 
So, save me a n d  my f e l l o w  working c i t i zens the 
$ S , O O O , O O O - p l u s  of ref ining more. And don't bother 
sending your trucks a n d  trains past our communities 
o f  --so far--reasona b l y  w e l l  people w i th names , face s ,  
feelings a n d  futures . 

No Thank you to SIS. 

Non-radioactive regards , 

�c.r Jones 
( 5 0 3 )  9 6 3- 3 3 3 9  
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"arch 18, 1988 

Or. Clay Nichols 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 834.02 
RE: Proposed SIS Plant at Idaho National Eng1neerlng Laboratory 

Dear Or. Nichols: 

I am writing to urge the Department of Energy to select the NO 
ACTION alternative with regards to constructing a plutoniUlI 
reflnl!'ry in easlern Idaho. The potentlal environmental illlpact 
goes far beyond the illlpact at the site iteel!. The risk of an 
accident during transportation of this deadly and long-lived 
!lister tal is very real. There is no indication in the nElS of the 
type of e.ergency response which would be needed to deal with an 
accident of thia type, BeCBuse the nsterial would be d ispersed 
tnto the air if a container were punctured, it is obvious that 
an accident of this type WQuld be catastrophic. 

As a resident of LaGrande, 1 alii well aware that the aountain 
passes on either side of our cOlIIlI.unity are alllong the 1II0st 
treacherous on the interstate highway systelll during winter. I alii 
also aware that train derailments occur with frequency on either 
side of us. ( I n  fact, there was a potent ially seriouill derailment 
inside the LaGrande city limits, four blocks frOB .y hOllle just 
two month_ ago. ) In my mind, it is sheer madness to even consider 
transporting a .aterial like piutoniull oxide t h rough this area . 
( Actually, I think it ' a  sheer "adn"sa to risk transporting the 
stuff through anywhere I ) 
All planetary and humanitarian issues aside, the proposed plant 

does not .ake econoaic sense. The economic iMpact of an accident 
in transport or on aite would be devastating to the cOB.unities 
at or near the- accident site. finally, the lifespan of the
proposed site (30 ye-ars' does not jive with the nUliber of years 
it w i l l  take to process the Baterial available at Hanford. So 
what is this plant going to be- use-d for those re-.aining 22 
y •• rs'l It ill i l legal to process plutoniu. re-covered frolll 
coa.ercial nuclear power plants. I sincerely hope this law is 
n.ver co.pro.ised. It certainly seeas ludicrous that you aight 
be planning a facility with that in aind. 

Again, I urge you to choose the NO ACTION al ternatlve with 
regards to the construction of the SIS plant. 

Sincerely, ��� 
3103 Alder 
LaGrande, OR 97850 
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Harch 14, 1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols Robert A. Clayville 

785 OOE Place Route l ,  Box 93 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 Cove, Oregon 97824 

I don I t believe that the Special Isotope Separation facility 

should be built anywhere ,  especially not in southern Idaho on top of 

the Snake River Plain Aquifer that supplies most of the water to that 

arid region. 

Another problem is i n  the shipment . There isn ' t  any safe method 

for transporting the terribly toxic plutonium feedstock. To date no 

one has produced a cask of suitable strength to withstand a train de

railment or a high speed truck '.(["I�ck. Once the plutonium oxide is re

leased into the air there is no way to recapture it -- this fact is 

reflected in the fact that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

doesn ' t  even address the issue of clean-up after a major spill . I 

do n o t  want the plutonium feedstock shipped through the Grande Ronde 

Valley under any circumstance. 

We don ' t  need the SIS . i t ' s  a poorl y  thought out project sited in 

bad place with the intent of producing a poison that we don ' t  need. 

Don I t build the SIS! 

:2� 

March 1 4 ,  1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols Ann G. Pickett 

785 DOE Place 1206 2nd S t .  

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 La Grande. Oregon 97850 

I don ' t  believe that the Special Isotope Separation plant should 

be constructed anywhere. The U . S .  has more than 100 tons of weapons 

grade plutonium, more than we can ever need since j t has a half-life 

of 2 5 , 000 years. In addition to this excessive quantity we will have 

tons more when the INF treaty is put into effect and we cut back on 

our strategiC forces. 

No matter which of the proposed sites is examined they all require 

plutonium from Hanford to be shipped down the 1-84 corridor. This can 

not be done safely. Neither the rail nor the trucking industries has 

a good enough track record in safety matters to inspire confidence in 

me when faced with the possibility of them handling plutonium. which is 

the most toxic substance kno\Oln to man. The draft environmental impact 

statement doesn I t address the clean-up process issue in the event of a 

truck wreck or train derailment -- I suspect this reflects the sobering 

kno\Olledge that the government knows that there i sn ' t  really any \OIay to 

clean-up an major plutonium spi l l .  

I a m  a l s o  afraid that once a l l  t h e  plutonium feedstock from Hanford 

is processed that the government will not shut dO\Oln this billion dollar 

facility but will find some way to justify using feedstock from commercial 

nuclear reactors, even though this is a direct violation of the Nuclear Non

proliferation Treaty. 

Do not build this expensive and dangerous white elephant !  

a� $,� 
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Dr . Clay Nichols 

785 D . O . E .  Place 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

March 1 4 .  1988 

Robert G. Pickett 

1 206 2nd S t .  

La Grande, Oregon 97850 

1 am \IIriting to express my opposition to the construction of the 

Special Isotope Separation plant. 

There doesn I t seem to be any need a t  the present time for more 

weapons grade plutonium in light of the fact '\lie already have 27 , ()(X)  

nuclear \IIarheads. Additional plutonium will b e  freed u p  by miss I e  re

ductions mandated by the INF treaty and thj s will suppl y about 8 times 

as much plutonium as the SIS would produce. 

There is currently no safe way to ship the plutonium nor an adequate 

... ay to clean up a spil l .  P.lutonium is simply too toxic to risk on our 

highways or railroads ... ithout a clear and present need. no such need now 

exists. 

Since the DOE is a self-regulating agency they have one of the ... orst 

records for safety of any government agency. They have polluted every 

nuclear facility that they have ever used . The I . N . E . L .  is located on the 

very important Snake River Plain Aqul fer which supplies \IIater to most of 

southern Idaho. Processing plutonium at the L N . E . L .  will most likely pol

lute the aquifer and since 1 have two children living in Idaho, this is 

total l y  unacceptable to me . 

The SIS is a standard government boC!..dogle and should n ' t  be built any-

where at this time. 

.��. 
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D r .  Clay Nichols 

785 D . D . E .  Place 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

March 14 , 1988 

Linda Clayville 

Route I, Box 19-A 

Cove. Oregon 97824 

My primary objection to the construction of the S . LS .  is that 

it will promote the proliferation o f  nuclear weapon s .  There i s  only 

enough plutonium feedstock to keep the plant running for about 6 years. 

After that the only 'Way to get new material 'Will be to use commercial 

reactor spent fue l ,  which would be a direct violation of the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Trea t y .  Proponents say this will never be done but 

I can ' t  believe that the U . S .  government 'Will allow a billion dollar 

weapons plant to sit idle even if i t  means violating another treaty . 

A secondary concern that I have is the issue of safety during trans

portation. The railroads have a terrible track record i n  safety matters, 

there are derailments almost weekly and human errors due to inattention 

or drugs are d istressingly common. Trucking is even worse when one con

siders the weather conditjons that often prevail along the 1-84 corridor 

and high rate of alcohol related accidents. The draft environmental im

pact statement doesn I t address the issue of clean-up after an accident, 

probably because there isn ' t  any effective way to clean-up a spill of 

plutonium. 

I don ' t  want hundreds of shipments o f  plutonium travelling through 

the Grande Ronde Valley, risking the permanent contamination of the place 

I live and abetting the proliferation of nuclear weapons on this beautiful 

planet that God has given u s .  Don ' t  build the Special Isotope Separation 

plant any'Where! 

� �  

3 . 3 . 2  

5 . 2 6 . 2  

5 . 2 9 . 7 4 

5 . 2 9 . 2 7 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 2  

5 . 2 9 . 9 7 

1 . 1  



L.!) r-- r-- 0 N CO 1.0 N 
....... L.!) O'l O'l <:j" ....... N N ....... N ....... <:j" 1.0 L.!) L.!) L.!) 

L.!) r-- r-- ....... ....... 
N O'l O'l 

L.!) ....... 
....... <:j" O'l 0"'1 N N N 
<::t" L.!) L.!) L.!) 

1 4 7  



'-' 
-l'> 
co 

2 . 7 . 7  

4 . 1 5 . 5  

6 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 1 . 5 

[ 23 7 

An E v a l ua t i on of t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o tope S e pa r a t o r  P r o j e c t  
Dr a f t  Enii ronme n t a l I mp a c t  S t a t e m e n t  ( DOE / E I S - 0 136 ) 

C h a r  I es L. S k o r a  
C h a i r m a n ,  Econom i c s  D e pa r t m e n t ,  B o i s e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y 

( Vi e ws expressed here are n o t  necessa r i ly tha�e of t h e  

economics depa r tment o r  of t h e  u n i ver!& i ty. ) 

An e c o n o m i s t  eva l ua t i n g  a p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t  t e n d s  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  va r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  i s sue i n t o  t w o  cate g o r i e s - - t h e  bene f i t s e K p e c t e d  t o  be a s s o c i a te d  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t  and t h e  c o s t s .  S i nce t h e  DOE h a s  i n s i s t ed t h a t  t h i s  r e v i ew be l i m i t ed t o  t h e  l o ca l env i r o nmen t a l  e f f ec t s  o f  the p r o j e c t ,  I w i l l  f o r e go a n y  ana l YS i s  of the p r o j e c t ' s  co s t s  and bene f i t s t o  na t i ona l d e f e n s e .  B u t  f w i l I n o t e  I n  pas s i n g  t h a t  t h e  e v i d ence has c o n v i nced m e  t h a t  t h e  p l u t o n i um t o  be pr oduced is u n n e e d e d  e v en in the pur s u i t  o f  our c u r r e n t  m i l i ta ry b u i l dup a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  g i v e us a w e a k e r  na t i o n a l d e f en s e  capab i l i ty t ha n  we cou l d  have h a d  w i t h  a l t e r na t i v e  u s e s  o f  t h e  m o n e y .  

P o t en t i a l  Bene f i t s to t h e  I da h o  Popu l a t i on 
O v e r e s t i ma t i on of the I nd i r e c t  Empl oyment E f f ec t s  

T h e  m o s t  g i lil n i f i ca n t  b e n e f i t  t o  I da h o  o f  t h e  S I S  p r o j ec t  i s  t h e  add i t i ona l emp l o y m e n t  i t  w i l l  b r i n g bo t h  d u r i ng t h e  con s t r uc t i o n  a n d  t h e  ope r a t i ng p h a s e s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  T h e  DE I S ,  on p a g e s  4 - 1  a n d  4 - 6  s t a t e s  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  emp l oy m e n t  i a  e x pe c t e d  t o  peak a t  4 4 0  ( appa r e n t l y  f o r  a pe r i od of a b o u t  3 yea r , ) and o p e r a t i n g  emp l oyment i s  e K p e c t e d  a l so t o  r e a c h  440 w h e n  t h e  f a c i l i t y i s  c o m p l e ted . T h e  r e po r t  g o e s  on to e s t i ma t e  t h e  i n d i r e c t  e m p l oyment generated by the new jobs by u s i ng an emp l o y m e n t  mu l t i p l i e r  o f  2 . 36 .  T h a t  i 9 ,  t h e y  c o n c l ud e  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  emp l oyment e f f e c t  o f  an e x t r a  440 j o b s  is an o v e r  1 , 00 0 .  T h e  s o u r c e  c i t e d  by t h e  DE I S  i 9  a s t udy pe r f o r m e d  f o r  I NEL a f e w  yea r s  a g o  b y  C o r  H o f man ( c h a i rman o t  t h e  econom i cs d e pa r t m e n t  a t  I S U )  a n d  coau t ho r s  J o e  Wa l ka a n d  G a r y  We l l s .  W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  t h e  9pace h e r e  f o r  a d e ta i l ed c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  Ho fman n u mb e r ,  e v e n  H o f man et a l  wou l d  a g r e e  t h a t  t he m e t hod u s ed t o  ca l CU l a te i t  i s  a v e r y  s i mp l i s t i c  one a n d  t h a t  tar m o r e  a c c u r a t e  m e t h o d s  o f  ca l cu l a t i ng mu l t i p l i e r s  a r e  a v a i l ab l e . I n  f a c t ,  t h e  U . S .  Depa r t m e n t  of Comme r c e  h a s  e s t i ma t e d  a s i m i l a r  t y p e  o f  mu l t i p l i e r by i nd u s t r y  f o r  I da h o  a s  pa r t  o f  i t s  R e g i ona l I np u t  Mu l t i p l i e r  S y s t e m  ( R I MS ) .  T he i r  e m p l o y m e n t  mu l t i p l i e r  f o r  i nd u s t r i a l  cons t r u c t i on w o r k s  o u t  t o  be about 1 . 9 - - s i g n i f i ca n t l y  l ow e r  t han t h e  2 . 36 
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ca l cu l a t ed by Hof man et a l .  T h e  p r o p e r  c a t e g o r y  f o r  t he o p e r a t i n g  S I S  pe r s onne l i s  i mpo s s i b l e  to d e t e r m i ne g i ven t h e  Depa r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  i nd u s t r y  b r ea k d o w n  b u t  i t  i a  h i g h l y  un l i ke l y  t h a t  i t  wou l d  b e  l a r g e r  t ha n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i on mu l t i p l i e r .  U s i ng 1 . 9  as a m u l t i p l i e r  y i e l d . an i nc re a s e  i n  t o t a l  emp l oyment f r om a 440- j o b  i n f u s i on o f  8 3 6 ,  B u t  J w o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  U . S .  Depa r t m e n t  o f  Comme r ce numbe r s  a r e  h i g h  g i v e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  the economy in the r e g i on .  E x t ra capa c i t y  i n  hou s i n g ,  r e ta i l and a e r v i ce .  w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  that few new con s t r u c t i on pe r s onne l w i l l  be nee d e d .  Nor w i l l  o t h e r  bus i n e s s  e x pa n a i o n s  n o r ma l l y a . s o c i a te d  w i t h  a j o b  i n f U s i o n  occu r .  ( Th e  i s s u e  h e r e  i s  a common one f ac e d  in econom i c s .  T h e  m u l t i p l i e r a  ca l C U l a t e d  a t  I SU o r  b y  t h e  U . S .  Depa r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a r e  � numb e r s .  T h e  r e l e v a n t  m u l t i p l i e r  f o r  eva l ua t i ng a p r o p o s e d  new p r o j e c t  i s  the � m u l t i p l i e r .  I n  a c a s e  l i k e  t h i s  w e  can b e  c e r ta i n  t ha t  t h e  ma r g i na l  numbe r s  a r e  s ma l l e r t han the a v e r a g e  numbe r s . ) S i nce t he e x c e s s  capa c i ty w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  f ew o f  t h e  s p i no f f  j o b s  c r e a t e d  w i l I be i n  h i g h - pay i ng s e c t o r s  l i k e  c o n s t r u c t i on we can a l s o be c e r t a i n  t h a t  the jobs t ha t  are c r ea t e d  w i l l  be p r i ma r i l y i n  t h e  l ow - wa g e  s e r v i ce s e c t o r .  

One f U r t h e r  p O i n t  m u s t  b e  made b e f o r e  I l ea v e  t h e  top i c  o f  j o b s .  W h i l e t h e  DE I S  ca l c u l a te s  t ha t  many o f  t h e  S I S  c on s t r uc t i on j o b s  r eq U i r e  s k i l l s  t ha t  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a va i l ab l e  I da h o  wo r k f o r c e ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a S B e r t  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  o p e ra t i n g  j o b s .  I n  f a c t ,  a l l  i t s  ca l cu l a t i ons o f  t h e  i mpac t  o f  ope r a t i n g  j o b s  a s sume t h a t  � o f  t he o p e ra t i n g  j o b s  w i J  I IiIO to peop l e  c u r r en t l y  I i v i n g  i n  I da h o .  h u s  t h  t ta l ben f i t  o f  t h  0 e r a t i n  b s  t o  0 I e  c u r r e n t l y  l i v i ng in I da h o  i s  t he a d d i t i ona l l ow - wage s e r v i ce - i n  u s t r  em 10 ment t h e  ex e c t e  t n e r a t e .  

P o t en t i a l  C o a t s  t o  t h e  I da h o  Popu l a t i o n  

The on l y  p o t en t i a l  cos t s  t o  I da h o  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i de r e d  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t h e  DE J S  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  o v e r c r o w d i n g  o f  l oca l s c h o o l s  and po t e n t i a l  e x t r a  demands on l oc a l  p r i va t e  and pub l i c s e r v i c e s .  Much o f  t h e  DE I S  ia concerned w i t h  t he pos s i b i l i ty of aCc i d e n t s  in the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  p r o ce S S i n g ,  and s t o r a g e  o f  t h e  nuc l ear mat e r i a l s ,  b u t  t h e  DE J S  con t a i n s  n o  e x p l i c i t  account i n g  o f  h o w  m u c h  a pos a i b l e  s p i l I wou l d  c o s t  I da h oa n s .  A com p l e t e  e n V i r o n m e n ta l i mpact s ta te m e n t  wou l d  conta i n  a s ta t e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  acc i de n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m a g n i t u d e s  n o  ma t t e r  how un l i k e l y  a u c h  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  d e e m e d  t o  b e .  

Poten t i a l  C o s t s  A S S O c i a t e d  w i t h Transpo r ta t i on A c c i d e n t  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t ra n s po r ta t i on r o u t e s  a n d  s c hed u l e g a r e  
t r e a t e d  a s  c l a S S i f i e d ,  t h e r e  i s  a l i m i te d  num b e r  o f  f e a S i b l e  
r o u t e s  a v a i l ab l e  be t w e e n  t h e  Han t o r d  f a c i l i ty whe r e  t h e  t r i ps 
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mUBl or i g i nate and the I NEL faci l i ty .  The major and most 
convenient route rung d i rect l y  through Bo i se ,  the l ar gest  
popu l a t i on center i n  the  state ,  and s k i r t s  or runs d i r ect l y  
through Mountain Home , Tw in  Fa l l s ,  and Pocate l l o .  Furthe r ,  
t h e  route, f o r  most of i t. I enllth .  runs through t h e  Snake 
Ri ver Va l l ey ,  the p r i nc i pa l  a i r i cu l lura l and i ndu.tr l a l  area 
of the a t_te o What coats wou l d  be associ ated w i t h  a m inor 
a p i l l ? A �ajor spi l l ? What La the value o f  crop. that wou l d  
be de8troyed? How many peop l e  wou l d  be k i l l ed? How much 
wou l d  the va l ue of unta i nted I daho crops and other products 
d i m i n i s h  when new. of the acc i dent became pub l L c ?  What 
damage outs ide of I daho wou l d  occur 1 f  the r e l eased mater i a l s  
shou l d  reach the Snake R i ve r -Co l umb ia  R iver  sy9tem? The DE I S  
i s  1 1 1 ent o n  these po inta  y�t a competent a@selsment of the 
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Q2.9.YL. 
Eotent i a l  Co@ta Allociated W i th Process i ng Accident. 

Whi l e  the immed iate area of the t NEL s I te is spar s e l y  
popu l ated, i t  l i ts atop the Snake R I ver Aqu i f e r  and occupies 
a pOl i t ion i n  wh i ch preva i l i ng w i nds can eas i l y  carry any 
gaseoul or  par t i cu l ate d rscharge to impor tant farming areas , 
recreat i on areaa , and popu l a t i on centers .  What damage to the 
alr i cu l ture and tour i a .  i ndus t r i e s  wou l d  resu l t  in the event 
of an acc ident? What damale to the l oca l popu l a t i on? 

Poten t i a l  COl ta A.,ociated W i th Storage Accidents 

In r ecent months the p l anned storage . i t e  for the wastes 
lenerated by the S I S  project ( near Car l sbad, New Mex i co )  hal 
been den i ed parm i . s ion to accept add i t i ona l  waIte mate r i a l 5  
becau.e o f  water l eaks i n  caverns that were supP05ed t o  be 
impene trab l e .  At t h i s  po i n t ,  l onl- term a to,rage of the wagtel 
on the I NEL a i te ia a rea l  pOI. i b i l i ty .  Rea l i z i nl that 
I NEL' s was te storale record i. far f rom unb l em i shed- - i t  hal 
recen t l y  been nomi nated al a "Supe r f und" c l eanup g i te - -what 
wou l d  be the e f fects of a l eakale into the Snake Ri ver 
Aquifer?  How many b i l l i ons of do l l ar s '  wo r th  o f  crop. wou l d  
b e  del troyed7 By how many b i l l i ons o f  do l l ar s  wou l d  the 
va l ue of property i n  the a tate fa l l ? By how many b i l l iona of 
do l l ar.  wou l d  the va lue of other , unta inted crops and other 
producta f a l l becau.e o f  the fact that they were grown i n  
I daho where t h e  acc ident occu r r ed?  Ihe PE l S  i s  s i l ent on 

�nl�keT:t��e'�ocI�!n�:';r:U:!n:rd:e:de:�ege: •• ard " .' o f how 

Paycho l o l i c a l  and Mora l  E f f eots 

In recent year a many groups , i nc l ud i n g  the Nat i onal 
Conference of Catho l i c  B i shop., have ca l l ed into ques t i on 
whether Chr i at ianl are mora l l y  f ree to par t i C i pate in any way 
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in the manufacture, dep l oymen t ,  or use of nuc l ear weapons . 
Even putting mora l cons iderat i on9 as i de there i s  abundant 
ev i dence that generations s i nce the i nvent i on of nuc l ear 
weapons have been p l aced under cons i derab l e  psycho l o g i ca l  
stress by l i v i n i  every day w i th the poss i b i l i t y  that i t  w i l l  
be the i r  l asat .  Sure l y  the l e v e l  o f  s tress and attendant 
patho l og i es associ ated w i t h  such s t ress is h i lher in 
commun i t ies that dai l y  par t i c i pate i n  the manufacture of such 
weapons .  Yet the DE I S  i nc l udes no i n f ormation on the 
pcssa i b i l i ty of such patho l o g i e s .  Can we e xpect the 
occur r ence of menta l  i t  I ness ,  of su i c i de ,  of mar i t a l  
d i sso l ution,  of cr ime t o  r i se a s  southeastern I daho bagins to 
work every day to prepare for nuc l ear war? The DE I S  contains 
no d i scuss ion of the psycho l o g i ca l  or mora l consequences of 
the project.  

Summar y  

The DE I S  i s  f l awed i n  t wo  way s :  i t  overest imates the 
potent i a l  bene f i ts to I daho and it f a i l s  to est imate the 
potent i a l  cos t. .  The overes t i mate of the benef i ts comes f rom 
fai l ura to unders tand a bas i c  concept of econom i c s ,  the 
d i st inct ion between an average e f f ect and a mar g i na l  e f f e c t .  
The proper concept to u s e  i n  t h i s  case i s  t h e  mar g ina l  
concept .  Yet the  average i 9  used . And even that  averaie  is  
overest i mated . 

The major f a i l ure on the cos t s i de a l so comes f rom a 
bas i c  confus ion on how one prope r l y  assesses r i sks of 
projects.  P roper assessment wou l d  i nc l ude cons iderat ion of 
the l i ke l i hood of accidents and the cos ts assoc iated w i t h  
thos8 accidents shou l d  they �ur . The  DE I S  conta ins 
cons ideration whatsoever of the econom i c  e f f ects of 
acc identa--a f l aw that i s  fata l .  

F i na l l y ,  the DE I S  a l so I 1nor8s the quelt ion o f  soc i a l  
and psycho l og ica l  patho l o g i e a  that have accompanied  the 
nuc l ear age and the poss i b l e  menta l hea l th and other soc i a l  
consequences o f  p l ac ing  such a faci l i ty i n  southeastern 
I daho . 
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CO 'rJl!! e n : s  o n  S I S  DEIS 3-26-38 �·a i se ,. I I:'  

1>!y n2�� i.s Pamela G .. Co ml ey . I liv e at 917 !-Hghland View Dr. ::oise Idaho 33702. 

I �'o uld like to s ee an expansi. o n of the f()urt h o � tio r. , that 
ot !10 ::.c ti o n or. ,".n s ,  in the fi r.al :::IS .. !·�any factors c o n c e r::'':'ng t::is 8 � t io n  a!1d no," i t com pare s  ':0 t he o thers were l e f t  o u t .  '.'/oul:=,. like � o  g o  throu.sh s o :n e  c f t h e m .  

':' h e  first ",o uld be t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t he 'No rkers .. I t  !'!l u s t  do so tll e t::i ng to a per2on ' s  !!lind to ':Iork o n  a ,ro j e c t  that has the 
potential to d e s troy the!!ls e l v e s ,  t::' e ir 10'Jed ones and t h e  wo.:-Id .. The ang';ish and s t ress they must t::1dergo to acce;?t such a � o b �  
a n d  t � e  � o r e  accepti ng t hey will be i f  i t s t h e  o n l y  j o b  ar:)und, 
should be r e s e arched. This mental state doesn ' t  o c cur under 
o�tion :10 acti on o n  SIS. I f  jo bs a.:-e t he main pus h  for Idahoans 
to acce,t SIS a be t t er !lPproach w('uld be to 'lave I�rEL s tudy and 
de v elo pe ways to decommission presen t nuclear 9lan t s ,  pro cess 
and con tain nuclear wastes ,. and sa:er transpo r t a t ion o f  w a s t e s  .. 

Secondly , t � e r e  is no mentioll of how o p tio n  no a cti o n -:n SIS 
�v\':c;ld help enco 1..:rag e  and suppo rt OU!' na t i o nal e f fo r t  to ::-i d the .';c rId o f nuclear Y1eapO lls . The en7:ro;J:nental im pac t of thi s is 
wo .:-'!'jwi�e ,  a wo rldwi d e environmental b e n e fi t! 

:'h':'rd1y , th ere would be no new radio"'ac t 1 v e  wastes t o  deal 
with at IN:SL o r on our ro a d s .  The De E ' s  track !"e co rd fa r dealing 
'.v i t h  nu c lear wastes is no t g o o d .  In 1985 I had an o ppo r tun:::.. ty 
ti s e e  �Ol'! WE operated i t a  nucl ear was t e dump si t e at ::'::an fo r d. 
It ;Yas appal!in,:. 1!:i t h i t s  hal f bt.::' : 'J d , an d  co rro de d  ,4umble of 
b::..rrels.. It turns out t::at no government ag ency has the a u t l:ori t y  
to o v e rs e e  De E ' s  dumping o pe ration unlike t h e  pri vat e s e c t o r  t h a t  
i s  l: i c ::- e  c l o s ely 'I1oni t o r e d .  I do n ' t  t r'..; s t  De E  to b e  a n y  �Q!'e Co nsc:"2ncio us a t  r'2L. :':i tt. r:::-::L :!.lreadya _:ro ba b l <>  SU:ge!":�r. ::i  s i t e r de :-: '  t trust t D e  X',� tc ,ro t e c t  t:�e Snake ?iver aqui fer � r..o 

:nat t 0 r  what t : e �:.:::: S say s .  V,·e l'Ii :' }  be sorry if w e  d o .  
S,: e : '9anc o n  t :: e b p n e f i  t s  o f  ::: ; ti o n no a c t i o n  o n  SIS an d t h e n  1 . 1 cO::-::;:3.:-e :::e o t::'"'r o.;:·tions to it and '.C' J.. CTION O�: SIS will s t"l�d :'ut "I. S  t::e :: l � a::-- ·" i r.ner <'or a li ve a bl ,. , e c o no -:! i c a l l y  s t abl e ,  ?,n ::i  s " : e I -aha. 

E 2 3 9  

Testi mony at � h e  � ce c i a l  I s otope Seperator Hearings , b O i s e , ID March 2 6 ,  1 988 
Er.rib"-t 1..:y::; 

An art i c l e  in Fri(lay ' s Idahe Sta-cesman c ommen"ted on the large number o f  c h i ldren r e c e iving DFT s h ots in AQa County r e c e n t ly . There i s  an epidemic of w h o oping cough i n  t h e  c o unty a n d  r e s pons i b l e  parents are a c t i n g  t o  protect ttle h e a l t h  of t h e i r  c h i ldren by h a v i�g them i mm un i z e d  agai nst t hat p o t e n t i a l  k i l l e r .  
There i s  a n  e p i d e m i c  o f  nuclear weapons i n  t h e  world and respons i bl e  c i t i z ens everywhere are a c t i n g  to pro t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e i r  generation a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  b y  saying " No " to t h e  produc t i on of more . Idahoan a l s o must say " No "  t o ·  . t h o s e  who pra c t i c e  t h e  i d o latry of trusting in n U C l e ar weapons for t h e i r  s e c ur i t y .  There i s  n o  cure for n u c l e ar war . Like AIDS i t  can only b e  a v o i ded or prevented . Only a couple hundred warheads are needed t o  w i pe out every city on the e ar t h .  The U . S . ,  a l l eged l y  a c i v i l i z ed , C�r i s t i an, nat i on already has Over 2 5 , 000 . I f  nuc lear warheads are s u c h  a great Source of s ec u r i ty , w)l),'y do we n e e d  so many? I f ,  as tne number we have s uggests t t h ey d on ' t  provide m u c h  s e c ur i ty , why do we want to make more? At leas t t h r e e  members of the Idaho Congr e s s i onal Delegation are s tumblin� all over t h e� s e l v e s  in their eagerness t o  give t h e  m i l i tary- i n d u s t r i a l  complex anot her b l an k  check of the taxpayer ' s  d o l l a r s .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t hat the taxpayers of t h i s  nat i on owe t h e  peonle of Eastern Idaho g o v e rnment j obs . B u t  i f  w e  9 0 ,  a s  t h o s e  w h o  argue in support of SIS because of t h e  j obs i t  WOuld prov i d e  are implying , l e t ' s  pay t h em t o  d o  something that s upports and nurtures human l i fe rather than s o � e t h ing that threatens t o  d e s t r oy l i fe , l e t ' s  pay them t o  d o  someth ing that enhances and e�c ourages the p r c c e s s  of ar�s c ontrol i n s t e ad of w o r k  that und ermines the c r e d i b i l i ty of recent arms control agreements t h a t  t h e  U . S .  and th� Soviet U n i on have s i gned o If no s u c h  j o b s  a r e  auailable in this mora l l y  and s p i r i t ually poverty-s t r i c ke n  land . I '1.'0:.;.10 rathe s e e  Tr.y tax d o l l ars go to pay them t o  d o  n ot h iog at all rather than prOduce a product that , if i ts never us ed , w i l l  s t i l l  be a n e v e r - e n d i ng threat to t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s e c ur i ty of our n a t i o n  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e , and i f  i t s  us e d , w i l l  b r i ng about t h e  end of c iv i � i z a t i on as we know i t .  

Leonard Nolt 3 0 1 6  Arthur St . 
Boi s e ,  ID 8 3 7 0) (208 ) 344-4197 
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AL I SO TOPE SEP 

1 1 5, ONITHE ARA l' ION'! PROJ EeT 

M a r c h  26 19<38 

M i chael Bl a i n  
1012 I '  or t 

Boi se , ID U37�2 

I N TRODU C T I O N  

M y c omm e n t s  f o c u s o n  t h e  sc i en t i f I c  v a l i c. 1 t l  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  a s s e s s "  
rn e n t  rne t h o d o l oby e m p l oyed bl t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  D Ll S .  a u d  .. i t h  tt€ 
u: n s ' s  e s t ima t e s  of t h f' p o t E n t i a l  rad i o l oG i c a l  I m ya r t s  of S I S  o r, I d a h o  � 
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d w i l d l i f e . w o r ke r s .  n n J. pu"h l i ( . I d e.. Wd J1 t  tv a s s 'J r t  f r o rl 
the o u t s e t .  t ha t . L i v e n  t h e  c.ofTl lJ l e :x  d : rl r d c t e r  vf t he c o rlro u l e r  r l o6 rarns 

�J"ld m o del s d e p l oy e d  i r,. t h i s  d o c u m e n t ,  I do rJ o t  b e l i e v e  that " e  ha v "=  f. "J. d  
e n o u�h t i me t o  c r i  t t c a l l y  e v a l ua t e  t h i s  d S S e S & me a t . 

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  t i me c o n s t r a i n t ,  I h a v e  c o n c l ud e d , 0 :, s L1 e n L i f i c  
g r o un d s  a n d  c u r r €J"l t ep i d e m i o l O G i c a l  l-l ra c t t c e s .  t h e  h e a l th a s se s s me n t  i s  
d e �}Jly f l a y e d . 'The :e F l S  hea l t h  a s s e s s rn e " t  s h o \l l d  L e  r e d. o n e .  

M ( l re o v e r , I h a v e  c o n c l ud e d  t h a t  t h i s  d o c u rne n t  i s  a s o }!h i s t i c a t e d  
p i e c e  o f  p r o n u c l ea r p r o.i>dt', a n d n  t h a t d oe s  r: o t  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e T'l::, s t s  o f  t h e  
� e o.i>le l i v i nG " i n  I d a h o  o r  t he n a t i o n a l  Ll t e r e s t . R a t h e r , i �  s e r v e s  t h e  

T r o n  T r i d n e l e  o f  i n t e r e � t s  r e p r e se n t e d  b�1 .... e s t i n G h o u s e  1 l e c t r i c ,  the 
DOr. a n c1  DOD , and t he ll r o n u c l e a r  c on s t i t ue n c i  i n  s o u t h e a s t  I d a h o  r e p r e s -
e n t e d  t ;r  I dd h o ' s Repul1 l i c a n  G o n lj r e s s i o n a l d e l e t;;a t i o n . l'h r e e  F o i n t s  
b e  flldde f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t :  

1 .  The D i l S  s y s t e ma t i r: d. l l , ' c o v e r s- u p  t h �  rd d i oa c t l ve c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  

2 .  

3 .  

I d aho ' s  e n v i ro n rr:E> n t f ro m  lJa s t  I N E L  0 l- e r a t i o n s . 

The 
SI S .  

D r I S  sys t e rna t l c a l l J  " c o v e r s ·  U y '  f u t u r e  r a o i o l o6 i l a l  i rn ,Ja c t s  o f  

..., -sf> 
T h e  D E I S A d o e s  n o t  d e a l  v i  th 
i n t e r r e l a t e d  ol'e r a t i o n of 
( J epp ) . 

t h e  
t h e  

r d d i o l ot; i c a l  i m ya c t s  Q u e  t (l  t h e  
I d a h o  C he rn i c a l  :r r o (. � s s i n6 P l a J. t 

2 . 4  

5 . 1 3 . 1 2 

2 . 1 .  2 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 5 

5 . 2 3 . 2 1 
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� r ; N :' t n � ��' r : �  5 . 3 0 . 1 . 8 
l v...t.ed et"e me n t s  i n  a s t ra t e&y . Tpci t s t r u t e C i  i s  to t U r n  I N l L  i u t u  ::I. 
l a u n d r y  f o r  t h e  n u c l ea r ,  I� i l i t a r;{ - i n d u s t r i d l  com},l e x  ( f o r  i n f o r ma t i o n  o n  

5 23 2 I eP F ,. s e e  USDOF .. E I S  1987 ) . , T h e  a c cumul a t i n �, t h r e a t  o f  t h e s e  o t' e r a t l o l. s • • 1 is c o \, e r eo.-u.tl w j t h  SO�!h l s t i ca t ed p r o n u c l '= d r  ,tJ r o }lab a nd a. ,  dUc,m e n t. e d  b ,';  
d u b t o u �  rn o d e l s a n d  q ua s t - s t a t i s t i c ? l  n u /{ e - s jJe a k .  w h i<:. h  d e l i b e r a t e l .,  
un d e r e s t i rn a t e s  t h e  r a d l o l o5 i c a l  t h re a t s  t h e s e  0p l::! r a t l oil s y o se t o  I d a h o  s 
e n v l r o n rne n t. ,  w i l d l i f e ,  a.nd t h e  he a l t h  c.of w o [ tCe r s d n U  t h e  t'u'L l i c . 

As an e x a m l! l e  of th i s  d e ce p t i o n , I 'Ii o u l d  lJo i n t  to l a b l e  3-2 . Ma j (l r' 
S o u r c e s  of Rad ia t i on F .x p o s u r e  in t h e  V i c i n i t J of t h e  I N l:,� ( DU S  1908 , 
p .  3-;(' 1 ) .  Th i s  ta b l e  rr. l s r e ,:l re s en t s  "' f a l l o u t  f r o m  n ;l c l e a r  w e a  .... o n S  t e s t s ,  
r a d i o a r: t i v i tJ" [ r orn f o s s i l  f u e l  bu r n i l , c ,  d n d  I:<l d i o a c t i v e  e f f l u e n t s  i r o m  
I N E L  o,Jera t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  so u r c e s  a s  � a t u r a l  �dck<; r uu n d  r a 
d i a t i o n "  ( se e  ff, IS 19b8, .it .  3-20 , a n d  f o o t n o t e b 'J e l o w  l a LJ l e  ;::- .<. ) .  
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RA D I OLOG I C AL I M PA C T S  O N  E N V I RO N M E N 'l' AND ' .. I LD L r H .  

HI Ma r c h  1 1 th .  1 9 8 ?  s t a t e m e n t t o  t h e  S I S t, I S  s c o p l n6' h e d r i r,£" s d s �e d  
tha t r d d l o 1 0 1 o � l cd l i m p a c t s  o n  t h e  e n v i r o nllle n l  d n d  w U d l i f e  b e  d � s e S S e (; .  
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  r e q ue s t ,  n o  s u ch a s s e s smen t wa s c O "'!J l e t e a . 

I d o c ume n t e d  t h e  h i s t o ry of r ad i a t i o n  ( o n ta m i n a t i o n  of t h e  e r; v i r o n 
l1'e n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  in t h e  v i c i n i t :.'  of the I N }.r, ( s e e  b l a i n  l Y8 7 ,  <-,.p " 1 -5 & 
T A B L E  I i  :Bl a i n  et €I I .  1 985 ) .  R e s e a r c h  }l u r l i s h e i.l  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t 
e r a t u r e  d o c um e n t s  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  e Z l'o s u r e  f r o m  }O a s t  I N } , L  o l' C r a t i o n s  c f  
t h e  a n t e l o pe , ja c k  ra b b i t s ,  sma l l  b u r r o v i n f; mamm a l s ,  c C/ o t e s ,  Hl a l l a r d  
d u c k s , n e s t l i n (; ra l-' t o r s .  ma r s h  h a  .... k � .  am e r i c a n  k e s t ra l � ,  l o r g - e a r e d  
o\ll i s .  a nd sabe G r o u s e  ( f o r  summa r y  o f  s t ud i e s  o f  a n t e l 0 J,.,'2 , s e e  'l h ll L }  I i .  
I c o n r l ud e d  t \11 0 t h i nt;5 f r om the s e  s t u d i e s . 

1 .  'I'he e n V i r onfllen t in t h e  v i c i n i t l of I N .� L  h a s  b e e n  .;e r rn a n e n t l j c o n L a m 
i n a t e d  \II i t h  N d i oa c t i v e p l u t o n i um d n l.o. i O l! i n e _ 

2 .  'I'he w i l d l i f e  in the v i c i n i t J o f  1 1'.' ]:0, 7. I.a ve b e e n  t:! l. y o se c... t o  ra d i o d l  
t i ve j.! l u t o n i ulfl . i od i ne . s t r o :l t i ufII . d n d c e s i un. re J.. e <J.  s e d  t o  t h e  
b i o s y h e re by ,k.>a s t  I f'.. E L  o pe r a t i o n s , 1-a r t i c u l a r l )  tht' I C:t- !' .  

T A  911 1 
A v e r af;e Rad i a t i o n  D o e s  to l' r o n c.: t; o r n  Nea r t h e I d. d h o  C h e fll i c o l  

F r o c � s s i n G  P l a n  t .  T h e  Re m a i n d e r o f  t h p  I N i L  S i  t !::: d " d  
O f f - � i t e C o n t r o l  A re a s ,  1�??-70 . ;' 

A V t' r a g e  d o se r d t e  
( m ro d /i � d f i 

S ou r c e  
� e a r  

C r i t i ca l  G ru o n  I C C P  

------- ----
;te m a i :l d e r  O f r -

I N i L  S H e  

C 5 - 1 37 
- --- - ----------- - ----------- - - -- -- -- -------------- - -- - -- - - --

i n  mu s c l e  'Ih o l e  hod,:' 0 .  ;) 0 . 2  
S r-90 in bone E n d o s t e a l  c e l l s  4 "  1 ::>  2 "  

A r t 1 ve ma r r o  ... · (:1:/ 'I 1 �l 
Pu-238 . Pu-238 240 i n  l u n t.,  L u n g  \ 0  _ 1  ma .ll i l l l ',uTl G o s e ,' 
1 - 1 3 1 i n  thy r a i d  T h / r o i l!  �5 74 
1 - 1 29 in thy r o i d  I h / r o i d 30 
N u c l i d e s  in r u m e n  Rumer:: 2e, '. 
K-40 in fll u s c l e  ( n a t u r a l ) Ili h o l e  b o a ]  I S  1 5  
N a t u r a l  e x t e r n a. l  r a d i a t i o n* '!II h o l e  b o d j' 1 1 7  1 1 7  

>:< A d a p t e d  f r om M a r kham e t  a I . ,  ( 198�.) J o u r n a l  o f  'O l d U f e  
M a nabeme n t . 

34 

1 0  
1 1  'I 

I a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  :L I S  on S I S  a s s es s the f o l l o  .... i u c  !-,o t e n t l a l  ifnyd C l ':>  
o n  t h e  e n v i r o n rne r, t  d n d v i ld.l i f e : 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

Thf' r. r s  s h (l 1 l 1 d  a d d r e s s  t h t:: y r o b l € m  o f  tile a c c u m u l a t i o n  (If r a d i o a c  
t i ve i o d i n e ,  p l u t o n i um .  c e s i ufll , s t r o r. t hm o n �· d n d  o f f - � i � e  d e S C' f l b e d  
a b o ve . 

The E I S  s h o u l d  a s s e s s  the ifT1}.!l i f a t i o D s  of the a d d i t i o n a l  d C C ""ml, 
1 a  l i o n o f  t h l;' s E.' t o x i c  � u b s t a n (' f' S  on anc O f f - 5 1  t e  d " e  to ti l!:' O r l e r- d  
l i o n o f  t h e  S I S .  

T h f>  F r S  s h o ul d a s s e s s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t <'l m i r. a t i o n  or.- a n d  o r f - � i tp. 
due t o  the e n h a n c e d  o /:,e r a t i o n o f  th::> I C r P  f�U8 to S I S  o..t'� ra t i o n s .  

The E I S  s h ou l d a s � E:' S S  t h e  r a d i o l o 6 i C' d l  i rn l>o c t s  o f  S I S  d ud e n h a n c er! 

J C PF o l-'e r a t i o n s  on the a i r-wa t e r-wa s t � - ,k.> l d n t -\II 1 1 d l i f e r d t .r. \II a j S . L'I' h e  DEI S a d d r e s s e s  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s ! 

5 . 2 3 . 2 6 

5 . 2 3 . 1 8 

5 . 6 . 1  
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2 . 1 3 . 5  

5 . 2 0 . 9  

5 . 2 0 . 3  

5 . 1 3 . 1 7 

5 . 1 3 . 3  

5 . 2 0 . 3  

2 . 1 3 . 5  

5 . 2 0 . 1 

5 . 1 3 . 4  

" 
R A D I O LOG I C AL Ir-IPACIS ON 'fIOhA L n !) , hEA LTh 

I f'  my te s tlrnon; a t  the !1drch 1987 scopi ot: hea r i !lt�5 I a sked that  the 
a s se ssment  i n c lude a deta iled a s se ssme n t  o f  }, f o t <'o ble  lolr'd c t s  o r .  ... · o rk:.!r ' s  
hea l t b .  I SUt;t: e s led tha L the rev i t:wers  u se  da ta ba sed Of! 'by �;a n c u5(' , 
S lr;:owd r t  a n d  K n p.a le ( l Si?? ) have vub l i s he t:. dd ta  on Gimma- raJ t: .\.t!osed "" c rt
ers at the hanford f'; u c lear  s i te in _d sh i Jl..., t o ,l 5 t <J t '2 ,  and nat E i S  o s se :> 5  
t h e  f o l l o w i n G  po te n t i a l  l rn}Jar t s  o n  t h e  Deal th of � � .E L  "' !JI'ke r 5 ;  

1 -

2 .  

� .  

4 .  

The F' l S  should. rel-'o r t  t h e  e x i s t l nti d a l a  on j o b  rela ted h�a l t h  ef ·· 
f e e l s  from fdS t I � lL o pera t i o n s .  

The re sul t 5  o f  Ma n cu s o  e t  a l .  ( 1'::i '(7 j should  b�  em�l oyed d 5  a n  eml" i r  
i ea l  bas e l i ne t o  assess  t h e  imvl i c a t l o n s  of  ':' 1 5  f o r  the d i s ea s e  1m
,t>a. c t s  i n  SIS w o rke r s .  

The r, I S  s h nuld a l s o  a,5sess t h e  heal th irnya c t s  o n  Wo rkEr's d l.<e t o  the 
enhan ced ICPP overa t l on s .  

The a sse s smen t o f  hea l t h  ef fec t s  o n  \lf o rkt:> r s  �ho lJlu. emJJ l ol  the ra nGe 
of hy p o th e s 1 ted rela t io n s h i ps be t \lfeen  rad i a t ion  dose  and hea l th e f ·
f R c t s  ( e . g . ,  i n  cance r ,  the l i n ea r  and  suyra l i::I� a r  rel a t i on s hi !'s / .  

I n  the l a s t  year severa l s tudies  have heen ,t.-ub l ished i n  the s c i e n t i f l C  
l i tera ture \lfhich c on f i rm t h e  Mancuso  e t  a l . ( 1 :0;77 ) f l n d i ll t, s .  Thest' 
s tud i e s  c o n f i rm t he a rgur'le n t s  of nuc lea r  i nd u s t ry c r i t i c s .  hy revor t i tlu 
an  e.xcess o f  a var i e ty o f  k i nrt s  o f  ca nters  amo r.u work.ers i n  the n u c l ea r  
i n 1u s t ry ( "O l k i n s on ,  e t  a l .  1987 j Chetko .... a / ,  l' t "-3. 1 .  l !::tn8 i hir: s:k/ e t  a l . 
I G6o)  a nd su s p i c i o u s  d a ta a ss o c l a t i n(,J occ llya t l un a l  el:,POsures  .. i th con -' 
gen i ta l  ma l f o rma t i on s  in the i r  offspr inG  l ::' e v e r  e t  0 1 .  1 9bfJ J .  

C The tEI S does n o t  con s i der hea l th i'T11)d( t s  o n  \lforkers i n  the l ibh t 
of rer- e n t  research on cancer  a n a.  coneen i t a l  e f f e c t s  uf occu ,tJa t i ona l  er 
po sures  t o  l ow-level rad i a t i on . 

The <'I u t h o r s  d e  r�p o r t  t h a t  c on s t ru c t i or. .. orke r s ,  .. orkin.:,  arcund  tae 
h i (;h l J' !C o n tamina ted v i c i n i ty of the I e p l- .  \If i l l  c � r t a i n l j  be '�) l! osed :: le '  
va ted  l eve l s  of Cdfllma radia t i o n  a r.d m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  ne  ex}-osed f rom  
i n ha l a t I o n  of r ad i onuc l 1des  emi t t e d  t o  t tl;:> a tmo s�tlere f r om I N i!o L  o.tJe l  
a t io n s  a nd  ear th"ork  a c t i v i t i e s .  1 h i s  rea l i tl i s  " covered- l.ijJ " .... i th  re 
a s su r i n(, rhe t o r i c  t ba t  these eX}Jo sur e� w i l l  be Itt' e l l  be l a  .. the l O r  
occupa t i on a l  e "-ll osure s t an da r( . 

I t  i s  c ommon kno.' l eGee t ha t  e s t i mc. t o r s  o f  
w i d e ly ,  a r e  t he  Su bjec t o f  i n tensE' c o r· t rove rs",· amonG 
a re p o t  i n  any way e s tab l i she d .  The au t n o r s  of 
po i n t and  than b O  o n  and ibore i t  \see 1J1lS IS-eo . jJ .  

a o se/restl o n se  vd ri 
the e.l.t'e r t s , and 

the  ;;1 1 5  aU['I1 i t thi s 
P. -3,( ) . 
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1 .  The E I S  shoul d  address the p o t e n t i a l  for  a dd i t i o h a l  hea l t h  impa c t s  
i n  the popul a t i o u S  i n  the vic i n i ti  (I f  t h e  I N r, L  s i t e .  5 . 1 3 . 1 9 

2 .  The po ten t i a l  hea l t h  eff ec t s  should Le a s se s sed ern..> l o i i n(> a JJ v r o !, r i 
a t e  epidemi ol ot:;ical studi e s  of t he � cj.lul a t i on ... h i c h  take a c c o u n t  o f  
i t s  pecu l i a r  derno6ra,tJhi c cha r a c te ri s t i c s  l i . e . ,  rura l ,  rel i b i o u s j .  5 . 2 3 . 1 8  

3 .  ThE" t I S  should a l � o  a ssess  the heal th imi,a c t s  due to the enhanced 
I C PP o pe r a t i on s .  

4 .  The a sse ssmen t o f  hea l t h  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  tJu bl i c  should em.t'l o; the 
ranGe of h,vo the s i zed  rei a t i on shlys  , e t'.een rdula t i o n  dose a r, d 
hea l t h  e f f e c t s  ( e ' G . '  i n  canc e r . t Ile l i near d lld suyra l i n� a r  re 
l a t i o o sh i J!s ) .  f The au thors  o f  the D H S  revo r t  d o  a tl c ress  l h e  i s sue o f  �i.l� 1 1 (  

hea l th i n  de ta i l .  The D E I S  u s e s  t .. o rr. o J� ls  i n  i t s  d s
.
ses sflie n t  o f  hea l -.. h 

effec t s . 
The f i r s t  model cal cula te s  d o se to a tJ O s t lJ l il ted  l n d. i v lQUal OJ. the 

b oundary o f  I N f.L and th� I I'I E1 im�ac t lJo.t'l: l ", t i o n  re s ul t 1 11u fr ulO a tm v ·  
�phe r i c  r e l e a s e s  t o  the envi ronmen t ,  t h e  } r i rnar;  a i r- .... d te r · was te-plan l
w i l d l i fe 'pa t hway t o  h Uma n be i r,es ( AI HDGS hPA i �p. e Dr I S  lSldo, 1" A -3 j . 

The model is s tuffed \lf i th du b i o us and o y t i!l1 i s t i c.  a s s uflll t i o n s  a u uu t  tl.e 
miera t 1 0p. of rad i o r; uc l i d e s  in the e n v i r onmen t .  The a ssurn� t i o n s  d re b:::l seu 
on .., I n d a ve rc:e:;es an�  pOl-'uld t i on da td w !"; i c n  ma s t'>  the l i ke lj  e f fe c t s  0 1  
lone-term Cl tmo sj,he r i c  releases , n o t  to  s l·t:ak o f  the effec t s  due to  an  
<l. r c i den t .  The rea l i tj i s ,  that  t he the l"'redom i n a n t 'on nd -·t)a t te r n  i'>  t o  
ward the C l a rk  a nd Jefferson  c oun t/  lJo}Ju la t i o n s ,  :) o r thea� t d l . d  ea s t  o f  
thp s i te ,  pO lJula t i on s  wh i e n  have a l rL:adl been subje c lec t o  rad 1 a t i or. 
induced cancer e f fec t s  d ue to ,lIa s t  I N l L  oyl!rii t i o n s  ( se e  t' � a i n  e t  a l .  
1985 ) . 

The assump t i on s  the au thors  make <3 uout  t he l i kely e f f e c t s  of e xpo 
sure s  from SIS ope ra t i on s  d re:! a sham . f i r s t , t he  du ttors  el1li'lo.,' 
:B E I R- I I I  a s  a bds i s  f o r  l1lakinL es t irna t�s of rad ia t io n '- i uduced h l a l th e f 
fec t s ,  a n  ou t-da ted deepl ; f l a wed ba s i s  f o r  ca l cu la t i r. c  ti o se response  
ef fec t s .  As I .!Join ted  o u t  i n  the  sco,Pi ng hea r I [l(., � ,  1:1', 1 .'1. - J l 1  s�r i ou s :L ;  
un <1 e re s tl rn a tp. 5 the l nng- tp. rm d o se- l'e S I) OnSe  e f fec t s  o f  i c o. - l e v e l  rad i 
a t i o n  ( see G offman 1 9fJl , �'p . 31 4-32:� ) . H f.U.- I I l  e s t lf11'l t.._ -, <l l't' based  o r, 
a no .. d i sc red i ted i ll t e r}-re t a t i o n  of J a.t>a l<t� se  a tofli t ornt S .... [" .... l ir O r  :ia " a.  
( s ee :Beebe 198 1 , 1982 ) .  

5 . 1 3 . 3  

5 . 2 3 . 5  

5 . 1 3 . 4  
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5 . 1 3 . 1  

5 . 1 3 . 1 2 
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5 . 1 3 . 1 2 

If t h ese c r i t i c i sm s  .. e r e  n o t  � n o uGh to d i s c o u n t  t n e  w h o l e  hed l t h  
a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  t h an g o  o n  t o  s e l e c t i v e l ". d}.lyl,i li � I h - I I I i n  .. a , s  
tha t s e r i o u s l ,  u no e r e s t l rn a t e  r i s k .  

S e c o n d l y , the a u t h o r s  d e c i de t o  i g n o r e  t h e  S U .tI ra l t n e a r  e s t irnd t e s  o f  
n o s e/ r e s Jl o n s e , a m o r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a n d  v a l i d  b a s i s  f o r  rna k i n 6  e � t t rn e. t e s .  
T he l r  o e c i s i oIi t o  u se t h e  l i n e a r  m o d e l  of o o sp./ r e s lJ o n s e  i s  j u s t i f i e d  o n  
t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  " t he l i n e a r  h y � o t he 5 i s  1 5  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  l ea d.  t o  o v e r ·  
e s t i ma t E S  o f  r i sk d u d  ma i o  i n  f a c t ,  l e d d  t o  u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  { D L l !)  l S:l8 6 .  
p .  A-3? } . ' 

A n d  t h i r d ly . f o r  s o m e  rea s o n "  t h e a u t h o r s  c h o o s e  to u se t h e  a v e r  
age o f  a b s o l u t e - a nd rel a t i v e- r i s k  m o de l s  f o r  b o t h  1 0 '00' - a n d  h i&h-1�;'i' ra 
d i a t i o n a s  � b a s i s  f o r  m a k i n g  e s t i ma t e s . T h i s  cie c i s i o n l e a d :,  to s e r i o u s  
und e r E' s t l ma t e s  o f  l o n � - t e rm ca n ce r  t: .:' f e c t s  I n  t h e  I N i' 1  impa c t  p :.  .... 1J · 
l a t i o n .  C o m .iJ a r e  the f o l l o v i n e  e s t i ma t e s ;  l h p  �� l .s  e s t i m a te s ,  f or 1 0 '01 -
a n d  h i �h-LET ra d i a t i o n ,  r e s p e c t i v e l / .  1 2 �  d n d  2f::1l:' c a n t: e r  f a t a l i t i � s  ;J e r  
m i l l i o n  }; e r s o n -rern ( se e  l a b l e  A -1 6 ,  J.! .  A-3c i .  U s i n t:;  e rn ll i J" i c a l  d a t a  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  r ea d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  1980 . G o t f m a n  ( 19tH . iJ .  �n 4 ) e s t i ma t e s  
3 . 77 1  rad i a t i o n - i n tl u c e tl  c a n c e r  d e a t h s  lJ e r  m i l l i o n .... e n , o n ·  r a d s .  d e l i v e r ed 
to a .., o pu l a t i o n  o f  m i xed aGe . G o f fma n ' s  e s t irrla t e s  a r e  o v e r  t e rJ t i m e s  
t h e  e s t i ma t e s  err'plo/ed t y  the D l: I S au t h o r s .  

F o u r t h l y . th e a u t h o r s  make t he r e d o s e  c a l c u la t i o n s  f o r  o n l i  o n e  
yea r :  " T h e  t o t a l  d o se t o  a [;  orGan i s  t h e  s \.lm o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  S 0 - i e a r 
c ommi t t ed d o s e  e\l u i v a l e n t  f r o m  1 yea r of i n l.. d ke a nd t h e  e ;. .t e r nd l  d o s e 
equ i va l e n t  r e c e i ve d  d u r i n t.. an e x p o s u r e  l'e r i o d of 1 .iE ' a r (1" A-'.:-i.  Thi s 
m a n e u v e r  se r i ou s l i  uId i e r e s t ima t e s  thf> a c c u mu l a t e d.  o U e ' f e a r t:.' '; V o s u r e s 
t h r o ut:h t h e  l i f e � t i rn e  o�era t i o n of t n t.:'  5 1 5 .  

O n  t h e s e  tSTounds , I j u d t:; e  the D E I ::.  t o  De f a  t a l l ,)- f l a 'ol e d  i n  i t s  e s ·  
t ima t e s  o f  t h e  hea l t h e f f e c t s  t o  t h e  I N ]o: L  i rn �a c t  Vo�u 1 a t i on . 

CON CLUS I O N S  

I n  t h e  l i Lh t  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s  f l a Y s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t hi s  c r i t i q u e  o f  
t h e  DE I S  o n  S I S  a s s e s smen t o f  l on g - t e rm ra d i a L i o n  e f f e c t s  0 [, t h e  e n v i '  
r o n m e n t a n d  'oI i l d l 1 f e , v o r ite r s .  a n d  the I t"-l l:I, im,i.ra c t VOl-1I1 a t i o n .  DOt 
s h o u l d  do a nev DE I S . In t h i s  n e  .... e V d l u a t i o n t h e y  s h ou l d  t a ke i n t o  a(;-
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d l a  t i  o n .  
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My name Is Ed Wardwe l l  and I ' m  representing my fami ly. I strongly 
oppose the bUlld1ng of the Special Isotope Seperator (SIS).  

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is a flawed 
document because i t  does not adequately address the need for the S I S, it has 
an unprecedented disclaimer of respons1 b 1 l i ty, there is no 10dependent 
agency watchdog over its methods and findings. F10a l ly there i s  no l iabil ity 
agalnst the contractors and a severly l im i ted government l iabi l i ty for 
recourse 10 the event of an acc1dent. 

The need according to the Energy Dept. (DOE) i s  that the SIS w i l l  
"serve a s  a contingency against unant1c1pated shutdowns o f  the reactor 
production fac i l i t ies" The purpose of the S I S  i s  to provide a back-up to 
make weapons grade material for nuclear weapons. In view of the fact that 
we have many times over the nuclear deterrent capab i l i ty needed to respond 
to a Soviet attack, we do not need more weapons. If your m1nd-set was so 
fearful that you fe lt  it absolutely necessary to bui ld more we currently are 
awash 10 plutonlum and so there 1S no need. 

The Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Memorandum according to Sen. 
Hatf1eld has "over the last six years ... a lways overestimated the number of 
weapons to be produced-sometimes by a factor of two" 

The fact that the DEIS has a d1sclaimer that denies any repons1b 1 l i ty 
for this report is unprecedented, arrogant and unlawful You must take 
responsibl l i ty 

The DOE had the audacity to change the seism1c rating for tr,e INEL 
site was an unprecedented consplCacy to compete with other sites for 
future contracts. This I gnores the real earthquake activity. Furthermore the 
DEIS  m isrepresented the volcanic and seismiC activity in the area. The DOE 
does not have any oversight by an independent agency that would keep I t  
honest and out O f  local pol i tics . .  Last o f  a l l  there i s  n o  mention o f  the 
economic impact on the population i f  an accident were to happen. The 
contractors are not l iable and the Drice-Anderson Act severely l i m its the 
l iabi l i ty of the government. The D E I S  IS a flawed document that 
m1srepresents the needs, safegaurds, accountabi l i ty, and the economlC 
l i abi l i ty of the 515.  

My fam i ly and I do not want you to waste our tax money on a project 
that I s  not needed , I t  only produces destructive tools, I t  is not accountable, 
is not responsible and Is Immorale. a tJ� 
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I am ROCky Carpenter and I am opposed to the S I S  project. I have l ived 
In I daho a l l  but the f i rst six months Of my l i fe, that's forty years now. I 
make my l ivel i hood by being a dryw a l l  contractor, therefore I natura l l y  
wou l d  l i ke to see I dahO grow I n  order for me t o  enjoy prosperi ty. 

Being In the construction business now since 1 975, you w i l l  f i nd my 
ads In the Y e l l ow Pages, the Statesman, and several other areas of 
advert i s ing. What I have experienced i s  that I have not'been cal l ed once to 
b i d  any of the many big jobs that are now going on I n  the Boise area. 
Having talked to the owner of a local lumber company recently I asked I f  
h is  business had picked up and his response was that the b i g  JObs were 
awarded to out-Of-state contractors and they order most Of the i r  
materials  from out-Of-state. T h e  b u l k  Of the labor force I s  a l so brought 
In. So, as you can see the construction Of the S I S  more than l ikely w i l l  do 
very l i tt l e  to help the local workers, the ones that are needing the work 
and money. 

I am opposed to the S I S  project because I see no reason to transport 
the hazardous waste from a l l over the country. The experts say that 
everything w i l l  be OK, but I sn't that what they have told us a l l  along about 
toxic waste, remember the toxic spi l l  that occurred last December on the 
Salmon R iver. What If that had been plutonium not sealed properly? Human 
error happens. I t happens every day, that's what happened to the 
Chal l enger and her crew. It could happen here In I daho w i th plutonium or 
I t s  waste products. 

The long term dangers are: I daho could become an endangered state by 
storing plutonium waste. An accident in route is l i kely to happen as we 
w i tnessed w i th the Salmon River spi l l . Our Snake River Aquifer could very 
eas i ly become contaminated and therefore affect most Of Southern I daho's 
farmers and the i r  crops. Tourism would cease because Of the contaminated 
water ways. The dangers far out weigh the short term monetary pocket 
books that only a very few Individuals would experience. 

I don·t want plutonium shi pped I nto I daho from a l l  over the country, I 
don't want plutonium shipped through BOise, I don't want p l utonium 
recycled into any more war heads that this world does not need. Let us 
here In Idaho be an example to the rest of  the world and not prostitute our 
selves for the short term money. Let us enjoy our pristine Idaho, I dahO 
needs c l ean Industry not plutonium Industry. I daho should not be labeled as 
the state that has alot Of land and therefore should be a storage pl ace for 
p l utonium waste. 

I 

�� B � , � � 

Boise, March 23, 1988 

Hearings set on SIS project 
EnvlWlUllCllc;.Il impact hcarmgs wplllsticatcu Jaser IcchIll4U,-,. anu W;IfUl clluor�cmCnl oj �talc Oil the proposcu SpeCial i&otopc then shiplhc procc�scd wCilpons- urfit:lah 

!)cparalor project will be held in grade plutonium In the Ro • .::ky Io.Jah\l ls c()n�l(Jcrcu the IcaulIIg 
lIoisc on March 26 al City Ball. Flals Arsenal in CoJorauu where :ontcmJcr III the Department of 

Two 5Cssions will be held, ill 2 I' will Lx: maoe mlo nuclear Ellcr�y 's l>can;h for a home for 
p.m. and :lt 7 p.m. bomul>. theSIS, m pan bc';Ju�c ()rlhcc:l' 

Although the uC3lHinc for IMing l>Upport fa(;lllIle� lit the 
reglstermg tu make an ofal A sil,!.nificanl portIon of the INEL am] III jJ;JrI becau�e of the 
presentatIOn has passed, written $900 11111110n proJcct Will be spent la(;k of :lIly �ignilicant ;mu-nudear 
COllllllents WIll oc :.c(;epted. in Idaho for con:.tructlOn uf the movement III (he �tate. Abo be-

The SIS project has oc,,:ollle a fa":lllly. III addition to :lIldmg Ing nHl�ldcrcd ale sne� at Han
source of con..:ern by peacc �everal hundred job� .It the INEL ford and .II S:lvanu .. h River JII 
group:.. whu oppose the pruJcd on Uuth thc�e f.lctor� have kJ ttl the South C.lrvhllll 
the ground:. it will be u�d tv help 
build nudearweaptln:', and frum 
environmentalists who arc nOI . 
.�alisfjed wllh the DcpJrtment of. 
Energy's cuntentlon th.lt lhc ship- . 
ment and sturage of radluactive 
materials po� no threat to the en· 
vironment or public health. I 

The SIS is designed to take : 
plutonium pnx.luced III the Han- . 
ford N·rcaelor. separate unwantoo 
IsotOpeS and other elements using 
a newly developed and highly 
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ONLY 40 pen:enl or worken on the Broadw.y/Chlnden project are (rom Idaho. 

i � Local workers miss out on jobsAt 
Construction projects In the "He didn't even try and get Idaho a,nd I I  of those were from I \ 
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ter, but two years after the Right- as head o[ th.e -'�..9��teI:s other t .... o subcontrllCtors working 
to-Work la .... s were approved by union-and who.hlUldlqmucltoL that week were also from Utah. 
the voters, few of those jobs are the building trades business (or the, Only three of their employees 
going 10 union employees, local AFL-CIO office:-ButowMore were from Idaho. 

One ()fthe project� in par1icular ..iIJIportaA&ly, .. • •• fr;;BAas Jaid, out- Although il is not uncommon 
that has dra .... n the Ire of the of'slate c2.ntraClo!s_ .�8:Jor out-of-state contractor.; to 
UIllOns IS t':le Broadw�n .� are not even hiring bring in their own supervisory 
c�n,ncctor, who:oiC prime conirac- Idaho .... o�kers, wheth�r ltJcy afe per.�onncl, Mr. Briggs s�id, 

-jor IS W'5ds .... orth Construction of -members of thc ·�nj.Qn or.Jlot. "usually. mosl of the other jobs 
Salt Lakc Clly. Wadswo� was -- As an exampl�, he uid, during go to local workers: 
the 10 .... bKlder at approximately thc first week In February (the " So J guess lhe...thi.ag.Jhat.reaJ- . . 
SIO million for the first two latest statistics he had avai�able). Iy t'1um�mc.up is�Jll.ll$.in&..SaJt <":;j;::: 4 
phases of the federaJly-fuDded of the '38 employees working on Lake City workers. ,who �re �o- - ,  � 
project. thc proJlX:t. only 16 were from _._. (COIJt:oll-,..-14) 

j ldaho workers lose jobs 
((cont.-fronrpg. Salt Lake City wcre un5ucce�ful. 

Itlg 10 be sending thc vast bulk f " Rlght no ..... ·· Mr, Bnggs said. 
their paychecks back to Utah, "I don't �cc this as a uillon vcr. 
.... hlle we've got people right here sus non-unIOn ISSUC, It·s a mattcr 
whoneedwork," bothumonano lf turnlng dollars around In the 
non,unlon. "The local economy ocal economy," adding that he 
i� being TIpped off big time." he hoped an Idaho company. 
said preferably a union one. would win 

now for a fact a lot of the $[5 million third phase of the ' 
carpenters who tfled to get on connector proJcct 
there. but they just didn't get 
hired . . . �"'-Becausnhe-proreCriITeaerar. 
Iy iunded, there is no requirement 
that Wadsworth hire locally. 
although If it had been a state pro
ject. 95 percent of the workers 
would have had to come from 
Idaho according '0 state law. 

"Therc just isn', a lot anybody 
can do about it except make thc 
public aware of it and hope it 
doesn't happen nut limc," he 
uid. 

Attempts to reach a spokesman 
for Wadsworth Construction in 
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M y  name i s  David Douglas and I am here to voice my objections to the 

S . I . S .  project now being proposed to be located in Idaho. I don ' t  pretend to 1 . 1  
be an expert on atomic matters but I am here as a concerned Idaho citizen 

worried that the S . I . S . schemtrings closer to my home even more of the problems 

of the a t omic arms industry. 

The very fact that this widespread and well advertised series of hearings 

sponsored by the Department of Energy are being held convinced me that the 

problem i s  not of the run-of-the-mill variety but one of such magnitude that 

responsible people in high places want input from such as me. And further, 

this is so not only because i t  i s  required by law, but because they are worried 

if the proposed S . l . S .  project is a proper step to take. 

In order to proceed with the plan, i t  is necessary to bring quantities of 

plutoniwn into our community. Experts assure us that precautions in place permi t 

safe transpo r t ,  holding, and processing of this recognized, extremely dangerous 

material. The very elaborateness of their efforts to assure reasonable 

safety in this enterprise raises more question:=; in my mind than it answers . 

It is evident many others have the same kind of questions as there does 

not seem to be the usual scramble among states and cities to locate 8.n S. T . S .  

installation i n  their communi ties . A s  far a s  1 know, the Department of 

Energy has never considered plaCing the plant close to any densely populated 

areas. 

I have lived long enough to know that life for individuals and communities 

is fi ]] ed with risks. The question then i s  - do the risks taken promise a 

bet tel' future for you and yours? 

In view of the already agreed upon Arms Control Treaty and the promise 

in the near future of a more far-reaching control treaty and the consequent 

reduncancy of existing bombs , the need to add bomb-quality plutonitun to our 

exi sting stores is less than zero in the view of many exper t s .  

Indeed the problem now i s  what to d o  with the 1 2 5  tons of plutonium we 

now have on hand . Were the Department of Energy to launch a real program to 

put plutonium back where it came from, i t  would entail the spending of billions 

of dollars, creating hundreds of thousands of jobs, and taking enormous 

risks, which I for one would be only too willing to take. 
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March 2 6 , 19 8 8 
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Ladies and Gent lemen , my name is Randy S t o l z .  I am 

22 ye ars old and a s e n i or at Boi s e  State Univers ity . Two 

ye ars ago I d i d  a term paper for a geology class on the 

impact of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation on the ground-

water of the Columb ia River Bas i n . B a s e d  on that rese arch 

and my knowledge of INEL an d Savanna1-t Rive r ,  I have serious 

concerns ab out the e ffect of the Spe c i a l  I s ot ope Separator 

on the health and safety of the people of s outhern Idaho. 

I would know like to take a moment and recount a few o f  the 

� more in famous moments in U . S .  nuclear h i s tory. 

� Accidental emrni s s i on s  from the Han ford Reservation have 

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 4 been contaminating the Columbia Basin for ne arly h a l f  a cen 

tury . Twen t y - f ive ye ars ago a series of mishaps at the Han

ford comp le x may have re l e a s e d  up to 1 , 2 0 0  curies of radio-

active material apiece according to Han ford records . By 

compari s on ,  Three Mi le I s land emitted 12 to 16 curi e s . 

In 1 9 7 3  a sustained le al<:: in liquid s t orage t anks at 

Panford t o t a l l i n g  1 1 5 , 0 0 0  gallons went undetected for 5 5  

days e ven though levels i n  those tanks were be i n g  recorded 

daily . N o  one compared current readings w i th those from 

the previous day . 

Last y e a r  it was reported that the location of 55 nuclear 

waste dumps on the Hanford Reservation remain a mys t e rv due 

to mis s i n g  maps , care le s s  d i s p o s a l  practices , and mi s s ing 

- 2 -

s i gn s . In one case a dump s i te was found under a parking 

lot when excavation began for s ome power p o le s . The "mi s-

s in g" dump s ites contain undetermine d  amount s  of plutonium, 

ce s ium , s t rontium, an d uranium. 

The groundwater at the Savannah River plant in Macon , 

South Carolin a ,  is so contaminat e d  with tritium that the 

plant w i l l  have to be kept off-limits to the pub l i c  for at 

least 100 ye ars . Strontium 90 contamination adds another 

2 0 0  years , and i s  creeping into surface streams at concen-

trations 42 , 5 0 0  t imes the EPA s t andard and about 1 , 0 0 0  times 

the DOE s t andard. Due to the Savannah plant , the Tuscaloosa 

aqui fer , one of the n a t i on 1 s  most important , i s  contaminated . 

Contractors are often un challenged by the DOE . For 

example , the draft pe rforman ce a s s e s sment of the Dupont-

operated Savannah River burial ground showed that every theo-

re t i c a l  prediction of the migration of radionuclei de� con-

tamin ation in groundwater made by Dupont was in error. For 

example in 1 9 7 7  Dupont p re d i c t e d  that tritium leaks from 

buried radioactive materials downward into the groundwater 

would not outcrop in to a surface s t ream for 70 years , and 

when it d i d  outcrop it would be very di l ute and quite s a f e . 

The first outcrop actually occured one year later at a con-

centration 3 0 0  times the EPA drinking water s t andard . 

Dupont found out in 1 9 8 1  that the groundwate r  around 

the S avannah River Plant was contaminat e d ,  but kept thi s  in-

formation from its own employees and the DOE unt i l  an i n v e s -

t i gation by the S outh C a r o l i n a  Health and Environmental 
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Ccn�!'ol led � o  s h ut t in g down four d:ti!:.k ::':-:g '"Ta".:er we lls . 

:'oxi c w-aste ?o:'luL":'on i s  ext::'er.-:e ly hez i!!'dous to the 

food c.�ai� . .A.ccordi:12 t o  forr:-.e r  JOE waste :nana�emer:t 

specialist" W i : li am Lawle s s , "Hanford has th e '..Jorst s o i :  

contam:1ation pro!:Jlem i n  America, a n c.  radioac":: :'ve 

tami.:1ation of groundwat e r  is stagge:-i :-: g . "  

S u ch cont ami:1d:tion i n  agrio'-11':',lral areas affects 

the p op u lace of er: t i re regions . Fo!" exe.mp le �.ost of the 

al:alfa grown in the Col umb i a  9asin fee ds da i!'y he!"ds we s t  

of the Cascade s .  ;:'11e m i l k  :rom these cows f e d  tainted hay 

i s  ':�e:1 s o ld i n  ur'!:Jan areas like S e a-:: -::'e an d  Portlan d .  

Pollu't:ion from S I S  ob vi ous :'Y :.Ic ',J : d  pos e a threat t o  

t;,e Snake River .to.qui fe r  and the er:-:i!"e Sou"::;e::'n half o f  

the s t ate . We are t ol d t h a 'C  th e : :::::: s ::: dar"o woul d get from 

this ?t'o j e c't ar� wor'th the risk 'to ou!" quC!.2.itv 0: li fe . 

.;, � D..£! � �. ':'he " s �<!",:-e of t:he ar-:: " in the 

nuc:ea::::, incus -:: ry s t : l l  e n c omp as s e s too l!Ia!'.y ur:k:-.o!.olns . 

don ' t  :>e:ieve t:hese unknowns prA-/:c.e 2.!:y p::-eate::::, :r.<!!"'gin o f  

pt'ot:e -::: "':ion fror.; hu.'r,2.r. e rro:- n o w  ��;..-: -:::-:ey d i d  ::J or 1 5 ,  

ye C!.::::'s a g o .  Peop::'e !!lake m s t: a ;C: e s , ::-:ev d':"d 2 :  ye a:-s ap:o , 

the:r co tocay , and they ..... i:'l tomo!'!':;'"" , S:S !'ep::::'e s e n t s  

anc�::'er r e utl C  : n  t h e  p:ar,:e of nuclear ::'o'': :e "';:-: e , 

;:'od<!v in the S -:: .!!.tes::-tan the ::::,e ',.; a;; a-: <!r"t:'c:e a!::l out a 

s -.:r'Ie:: shc .... :.:1g "';:h a::: Idaho has the ;:',;:::--::h-:arg<:: s-: r2:(0; o f  

cut:-::-.':" grc.-;:icn in the cOL!n"'::-y . S : S  :;; :::-::;o::.ents c 2. a i m  th e ir 

p e -:: :;::,o : e c-: .... ou:d ::::,e �uce t:his t!'e:-. -: .  ?'':-: :::e :':' e ..,e that 

t :..:r:-::'::.� ::: dc.:�.o i:11:o the ar�.? i 1:  0: "'::�. -: ce:-.-:: -"'::::-y Hcu:'d 

inc :::-a a s e  t:::e :ike:ihcoc 

:,;,c':'es 2..'1d Ge:1t:'emen , 

0: peop2.e :'-:�'.':':-: g , 

a li ':elo::g : dah oan , argue that: 

we s::'ou:!.c. re : e ct: S :;: S  :>ecause the r:'$:�s out:·,.,eigh any :ors e e -

a b : e  :: e :1 e f i"t s . There are b e t: t e r  pr0 : ects c u t:  t:he .::'e . 

�Ae� ?a.-:dy S"':c_,," 

E 2 4 6  

EXh ibd- d Lf0 
against the propposed S I S  f or several reason s .  The f i r st starts 

out in Hanford Washington where semi � s  are l oaded with p l utonium and 

then these semi ' s  travel on open roads where they are suscept i b l e  to 

road hazzards, or other veh i c l es wrec k i ng i nt o  them. If they were to 

have an acci dent s i mi l ar t o  the herbac i de acci dent on the L i tt l @  Sal mon 

Ri ver then there wou l d  be l ethal amounts of p l utonium i n  that r i ver for 

250, 000 years. 

If the plutonIum were t o  successfu l l y  reach the S I S  than there i s  

earthquake r i s k .  A few years back the se i sm i c  zone was changed f r o m  3 

down t o  2 .  It i s  the pol i c y  of the DOE not to bui l d  in se i sm i c  zones of 

3 Dr Th i s  was the f i rst downgrade of a sei s m i c  i n  h i story. 

Then i n  1983 there was a $er i ou$ earthquake. Another such quake could 

poten t i al y rel ease ai rborn p l utonium wh i ch is its most dangerous 

state. 

If it got b y  a l l  of those r i sks then it wou l d  travel t o  Rocky F l at s ,  

Col orado where they would make i t  i nto nuclear bombs. Even though 

the Uni ted States a l ready has 25, 000 nucl ear warheads. 

Robert L i nd Bjornsen , age 1 5  

7 0 7  O � Farre l l  

Boise, I daho 83702 
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I would l i ke t o  s t a t e  for the record that I am not a f f i l iated with any 

pro/anti nuc lear group or indus t r y .  My t e s t imony i s  given i n  opposition to 

the S . 1 . S .  project 8 S  a concerned Idaho c i t i z e n .  I am opposed for the f o 1 1 ow-

ing reason s :  

F i r s t .  I can n o t  s e e  any rational j u s t i f i c a t i on f o r  further wepons grade 

plutonium. The current supply is stunningly adaquate for t h e  d e s t ruct ion of 

OUT p l a ne t .  I am not i n d i f ferent t o  the defense needs of Ame r i c a . As 8 _t 
combat veteran I have a sen s i t i v i t y  t O/, concern, howeve r ,  OUT rel iance on a 

de fense system that 1s u s e ful only for s e l f  dctstruction is not in the b e s t  

i n t e re s t s  o f  t h e  Un i t ed S t a t e s .  I w o u l d  s e e m  that i f  t h e r e  i s  a weakness i n  

our nuclear defense i t  would be in the area o f  OUT mutual inab i l i t y  to n e g 

o t i a t e  an e f f e c t ive nuclear a r m s  t r e a t y  w i t h  the Sovie t s .  

Second , I a b s o l u t e l y  d o  n o t  want p l u t onium t ransported over Idaho roads.  

The constant series o f  jackknifed t r a i l er trucks every w i n t e r  on 1 - 8 4  and the 

recent p e s t icide s pi l l  into the e a s t  fork o f  the Salmon rive r i l l u s t r a t e  some 

5 . 2 9 . 6 3 of the dangers o f  t h i s  pra c t i c e . Fu r t h e r ,  has the idea of p l u t onium the f t  

f r o m  a t e r r o r i s t  h i g h j a c k i n g  b e e n  g i v e n  considera t i o n .  The proposed l o n g  

5 . 2 9 . 1 0 9 i n t e r s t a t e  transport o f  wepons grade plu tonium presents a very real danger 

5 . 1 2 . 1  

o f  thiS happening. 

Third , While I t h i n k  that a severe accident a t  the S . 1 . S .  f a c i l i t y  i s  

f a i r l y  unlike ly , the fact that the 1 . N . E . L . i s  o v e r  the S n a k e  R i v e r  p l a n e  

aquafer should n e g a t e  a n y  further development a t  the s i gh t .  In the event 

of a n  a c c i dent re s u l t ing in p l u tonium in the a q u a f e r ,  the consequences would 

be devastating to Idaho. Wh i le there have been no c a t a s t rophes o f  this nature, 

the number o f  c l ose calls and the fact t h a t  D . O . E .  can not account for a l l  

3 . 2 .  1 3  the p l utonium i t  has a l ready produced gives me l i t t l e  comfort i n  the D . O . E . s  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4  

a b i l i t y  to conduct these a c t i v i t i e s  safe l y .  

F i na l l y ,  Jobs a r e  c i ted a s  a bene f i t  of t h i s  proj e c t .  I a m  unconvinced . 

F i r s t ,  the1'l" is no guarantee that the construction firms w i l l  be from Idaho 

o r  that many or any construct ion jobs w i l l  be given t o  Idahoan s .  Second , 

how many unemployeJ n u c l e a r  engineers and technicians are there i n  Idaho 

and how many can be turned out o f  our schoo l s ?  

As I understand i t ,  t h e  usefu l l  l i f e o f  t h e  project i s  seven yea r s .  Then what 

happens to these peop l e ?  Will the O . O . E .  help up pay unemployment beni f i t s ?  

I n  a n y  event no amount o f  'jobs c a n  j us t i fy t h i s  i l lconceived and danger

ous -pr o j ec t .  After all we could put people t o  work growing coca and opium 

poppie s ,  but o f  course that i s  unacce p t ab l e .  So to i s  t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  

(�� r!7�t�y 
P .  

Teater 

Boise 
. 2 2 s t .  

• Idaho 83702 

5 . 2 2 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9 
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ex 11 , '61 1- -:;) 1- 8  
SIS HEARING ON ORAIT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

MARCH 26,  1988 
I am an engineer for the City of Boise, and I speak for myse l f .  

I reviewed the portion of the draft EIS which dealt with 
facility accidents at the INEL. The introduction listed the 
different categories of accidents which might occur. Among them 
was a category called: Accidents of External Origin. This 
category was conspicuously omitted from the final analysis of the 
supposedly worst case accidents. The analysis focused on only 4 
postulated accidents including: a fire, a nuclear criticality, an 
uncontrolled chemical reaction, and an earthquake. The analysis 
also included a 5th case called a "severe facility accident" i n  
which some selected safety features were assumed t o  fa i l .  The 
analysis of the other 4 postulated accidents assumed that critical 
safety systems would fulfill their safety functions and maintain 
their integrity. predictabl y ,  the reported effect of these 
postulated accidents on people outside the facility was 
negligible, with calculated radiation releases at levels less 
than one m i l l ionth of normal annual background radiation for the 
surrounding population. 

So basically the DOE i s  claiming they will build safety 
features into the SIS facil ity which will provide essentially 
complete protection to the public in the event o f  one o f  their 5 
postulated accidents. But, do these postulated accidents 
represent the worst case scenarios of all the possible accidents 
which could occur having comparable probability of occuJ:"rence? r 
don ' t  know. And neither does the DOE. 

r request that the final EIS include al1Jll' analysis of an 
eXplosion of external origin, with failure of all , rather than 
selected safety features. Results should be tabulated i n  numbers 
of dead, injured, or birth defective peop l e .  We deserve to know 
the consequences of such an accident even though the DOE may 
estimate its probability of occurrence to be very low. Because 
that probability is based on a series of assumptions - informed 
guesses - and there is too much at stake here to rely on that. 
believe that once the consequences of such an accident are 
publicized, people will decide in their own self interest that 
plutonium is not just a material with peculiar hazards as 
described by Senator McClure, rather, i t  is a material with 
unacceptable hazards� CJu,.�� �/.<. ... n-id''':i. 

There is one thing we can say with certainty about the SIS 
project and its effect on the probability of a catastrophic 
accident, regardless of where it is built. It will enable the 
United States to build more nuclear weapons. Each additional 
nuclear weapon built will increase the probability that one w i l l  
be accidentally detonated some d a y .  Each additonal nuclear weapon 
built will shorten the length of time we can expect to play the 
game o f  global nuclear roulette. This is the overriding 
environmental issue here and i t  is very relevant to this EIS . 
This is why I believe the "Ho Action" alternative should be 
r:ho",pn . 

Eloise Ann Eccles 5585 Ellens Ferry Drive 
Boise, Idaho 83703 
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D e a r  S i r s : 

I 8 m  wr i t i n g to e x p r e s 3  m y  e x t r e m e  o p P O S i t i o n  to t h e  c o n s t .  

r u c t i o n a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  SIS  fac i l i t y .  From w h a t  I h a v e  r e a d  

on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p l u t o n i u m a n d  i t s  p r od u c t i o n  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t ,  

t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  e c on o m i c  a s p e c t s  t h a t  j u s t i f y t h e  h u g e  r i 3 k s  

i n vo l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t . I h a v e  r e a d  t h e  Dra f t  E n v i ro n m e n t a l  

I mpa c t  S t a t e m e n t  a n d  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  

i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  c om p i l Q  

a t  i o n  o f  d a t a  for t h i s  d o c u m e n t . 

T h e  ma s s i v e  r a d i o a c t i v e  wa s t e  p r O b l e m s  b e i n g  f a c e d  at H a R fO P ft  

a n d  S a v a n n a h  R i v e r  c o u l d  we l l  b e c o m e  o u r  p r o b l e m s  h e re i n  I d a h o .  

T o n s  o r  w a s t e  a r e  a l r e a d y  s t o r e d  a t  t h e  I N E L , a n d  o p e ra t i o n  o f  

t h e  SIS  w i l l  p r o d u c e  a p p ro x . 200 m o r e  t o n s  p e r  y e a r .  

Tr a n s p or t a t i o n  o r  t h e  r u e l - g r a d e  p l u t o n i u m  s e e m s  v e r y  r i S k y .  

I t  t s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t  t h i s  f u e l - g r a d e  p l u t o n i u m  w i l l  b e  

t ra " s p o r t e d  f r o m  H a n f o r d  t o  t h e  I N E L  i n  p o w d e r  f o r m  ( p u - o x i d e ) .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Dr . J o h n  W .  G o f ma n ,  w h o  h a s  wr i t t e n  a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  

b o o k  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  rad i a t i o n , i t  w o u l d  t a k e  o n l y  20 . 8  m i c r o 

grams o f  p u - o x i d e  t o  p r o d u c e  a 1 00% i n c i d e n c e  o f  c a n c e r  i f  i n h a l e d  

( 4 8 0 ) .  I r  a n  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r s  a n d  t h i s  p u - o x i d e  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  

t h e  a t m o s p h e re , s e r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  d a m a g e  

w o u l d  r e s u l t . 

O u r  n a t i o n s  c u r r e n t  s t o c k p i l e  of w e a p o n s -gra d e  p l u t o n i u m i s  

o b v i o u s l y  s u f f i C i e n t ,  a nd t h e  D e p t .  o f  Energy s �  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  

t h e y  � n e e d ft  t h e  SIS  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  o v e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  p l u t o n i u m  i s  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n d e e d . P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  SIS  n e e d  t o  t a k e  a h a r d  

l o o k  a t  t h e  r i s k s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t  b e f o r e  j u m p i n g o n  
t h e  s h o r t S i g h t e d  e c o n O m i c  b a n d -wag o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

� 
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G o o d  e v e n i n g . M y  n a m e  i s  D r . K e v i n  C l i f f o r d . I am a p h y s i c i a n  

p r a c t i c i n g  i n  B o i s e . I am t e s t i f y i n g  t o  u r g e  t h e  D . O . E .  t o  

a d o p t  t b e  f o u r t h  a l t e r n a t i v e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  d r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  - - t h a t  o f  n o  a c t i o n . I a m  o p p o s e d  t o  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  o n  b o t h  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g r o u n d s ; f o r  f i n a n c i a l , 

s o c i a l  a n d  s a f e t y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

F i r s t  of a l l , I q u e s t i o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t .  

4 . 1 5 . 1  W e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a s h o r t a g e  o f  w a r h e a d s  . . .  t o  s t a t e  o t h e r w i s e  

4 . 3 

4 . 1 0 . 2  

4 . 1 3 

4 . 9 . 4  

i s  l u d i c r o u s . W e  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  p r o d u c i n g  o v e r  2 5 0 0 0  w a r h e a d s  

w i t h o u t  t h o  S I S ,  a n d  i t  i s  d o u h t f u l  t h a t  p r o d u c i n g  a n o t h e r  

5 0 0 0 ,  2 5 0 0 0 , o r  1 0 0 0 0 0  w i l l  s e r v e  u s  a n y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  v a s t  

q u a n t i t y w e  h a v e  o n  h a n d .  F u r t h u r m o r e , t h e  I N F  a n d  S T A R T  t r e a t i e s , 

if r a t i f i e d , w i l l  s u p p l y  m o r e  t h a n  an a d e q u a t e  a m o u n t  o f  s u r p l u s  

P l u t o n i u m . 

T h e  b a s i s  of n e e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D O E , i s  m a i n t a i n e d  

i n  t h e  N u c l e a r  W e a p o n s  S t o c k p i l e  M e m o r a n d u m ,  w h i c h  w e  a s  c i t i z e n s  

m u s t  a c c e p t  w i t h o u t  r e v i e w . Y e t  i t  o n l y  t a k e s  a m i n i m u m  o f  

r e s e a r c h  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  m o r e  w e a p o n s  t h a n  a n y  

n a t i o n  c o u l d  e v e r  u s e , c e r t a i n l y  e n o u g h  t o  d i s a b l e  a n y  a n d  

a l l  o p p o n e n t s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  o v e r . 

T h e  d r a f t  E I S  s t a t e s  t h a t  o n e  n e e d  t o r t h e  S T S  i s  to " p r o v i d e  

f o r  a t i m e l y  r e s p o n s e  t o  p o t e n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  a p p r o v e d  n e e d s  

f o r  w e a p o n s  g r a d e  P l u t o n i u m  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  c o m m e n c i n g  i n  t h e  

m i d  1 9 9 0 ' s " . I t  g o e s  o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  S I S  w i l l  a l l o w " r a p i d  

i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  P l u t o n i u m p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a c i t y "  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s . H o w e v e r , n o  o n e  i n  c o n g r e s s  o r  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  i s  

p u b l i c l y  a d v o c a t i n g  e i t h e r  a " r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  P l u t o n i u m p r o d u c t i o n "  

o r  a m a j o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  w e a p o n r y  i n  t h e  m i d  1 9 9 0 5 .  W e  a r e  

a s k e d  t o  p a y  f o r  a p r o j e c t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b u i l d  w e a p o n s  t h a t  w e ,  

a s  a c o u n t r y ,  h a v e  n o t  y e t  a g r e e d  t o  b u i l d .  F u r t h u r m o r e , P l u t o n i u m  

i s  n o t  l i k e  g a s o l i n e . T e m p o r a r y  s h o r t f a l l s  i n  s u p p l y  o r  p r o d u c t i o n  

c a p a b i l i t y  d o  n o t  t h r e a t e n  o u r  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  L e t  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

d e c i d e  t o  i n c r e a s e  w e a p o n s  p r o d u c t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  D O E  d e c i d e s  

t o  s p e n d  o u r  m o n e y  o n  a p r o j e c t  w h o s e  n e c e s s i t y i s  d e b a t a b l e .  

S e c o n d l y , I o p p o s e  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  

s o c i a l  r e a s o n s .  I t  i s  l u d i c r o u s  t h a t  b a s i c  s o c i a l  p r o g r a m s  

s u c h  a s  m e d i c a r e  d o  n o t  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h i n f l a t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  

n e e d , m u c h  l e s s  c o r r e c t  o n g o i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .  

Y e t , i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r s o c i a l  p r o g r a m s  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e , 

in s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we h a v e  a n a t i o a l  d e b t  w h i c h  m a y  

t a k e  d e c a d e s  t o  c o r r e c t , w e  a r e  a s k e d  t o  s i n k  a n o t h e r  8 0 0  

m i l l i o n  o r  s o  d o l l a r s  i n t o  a p r o j e c t  w h i c h  i s  e x p e n s i v e , 

u n n e c e s s a r y , a n d  in t h e  u l t i m a t e  a n a l y s i s ,  p a r t  of a w e a p o n s  

p r o d u c t i o n  c o m p l e x t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  a l l  h u m a n  

1 i f e  t h i s  p l a n e t . 

In a s s e s s i n g  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t s  of t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  

t h e  d r a f t  E I S  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  8 0 0  t o  9 0 0  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  b e i n g  d i v e r t e d  f r o m o t h e r  n e e d y  p r o g r a m s . 

I n a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  of s o c i a l  p r o g r a m s  i s  n o t  a t r i v i a l p r o b l e m .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  a l o n e , I h a v e p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  o n e  a c u t e  

f a t a l i t y d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  i n a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  o f  

m e d i c a r e . M a n y  o f  m y  p a t i e n t s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  v i t a l  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  m e d i c a t i o n s , a n d  m u c h  c o s t l y ,  p r e v e n t a b l e  c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e  

a n d  s u f f e r i n g  i s  t h e  r e s u l t .  

6 . 3  

2 . 7 . 4  

T h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  o f  d i v e r t i n g  t h i s  m u c h  m o n e y  

f r o m  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  i s  v e r y  r e a l  . . .  c e r t a i n l y  o f  a s  m u c h  

s i g n i f i g a n c e  f r o m  a p u b l i c h e a l t h  a s p e c t  a s  m a n y  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  d r a f t  E I S . T h a t  N E r A  d o e s  

n o t  r e q u i r e  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  e f f e c t s  d o e s  n o t  d e t r a c t  

f r o m  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e . A n d  c e r t a i n l y ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h 

N E P A , t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s a v i n g s  o f  t h e  no a c t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e  

s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  E I S  a s  w e l l  a s  

i n  t a b l e s  S - l  a n d  2 - 1 0 .  S i n c e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  

i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  S I S  o n  t h e  l o c a l  c o mmun i t y  a r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  

i t  i s  o n l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  

t h e  g r e a t e r  c o m m u n i t y  ( i . e .  t h e  U . S . )  

5 . 2 . 5  

2 . 1 1 . 1 1 

In t e r m s  of s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h ,  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  

b e  m a d e  i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S  a s  t o  w h i c h  m e t h o d  o f  e x t r a p o l a t i o n  

5 . 1 3 . 6 u s e d  in t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  of c a n c e r  r i s k .  S p e c i f i c a l l y , 

f o r  l o w  L E T  r a d i a t i o n ,  w a s  t h e  l i n e a r , l i n e a r - q u a d r a t i c , 
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q u a d r a t i c  m e t h o d  u s e d ?  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d . 

5 . 1 3 . 6 A l s o , I w o u l d  l i k e  to p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  a d d i n g t h e  S I S  

t o  t h e  f l o w  o f  P l u t o n i u m  f r o m  s o u r c e  t o  w e a p o n  a d d s  a n o t h e r  

5 . 1 . 3 6 ' d e g r e e  o f  c o mp l e x i t y  t o  w e a p o n s  p r o d uc t i o n . A l t h o u g h  t h e  

S I S  m a y  n o t  b e  i n h e r e n t l y  m o r e  c o m p l e x  t h a n t h e  b l e n d i n g  

o f  P l u t o n i u m  a s  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c e d , i t  a d d s  a n o t h e r  

p r o c e s s  i n  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  i n  p l a c e  . .  w i t h  

s u b s e q u e n t  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  r i s k o f  t h e f t , a c c i d e n t s  a n d  

t e r r o r i s m .  

T h e  E I S  a s  w r i t t e n  i s  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  w a s t e  

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1  d i s p o s a l . T h e r e  a r e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  W a s t e  I s o l a t i o n  

P i l o t  P l a n t , a n d  i t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n  a n  o p e r a t i n g  

m o d e  f o r  a t  l e a � t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  p o s s i b l y  m u c h  l o n g e r .  I d o  

n o t  w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  W I P P  h e r e . H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y 

r e m a i n s  t h a t  t h e  W I P P  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  to a c c e p t  w a s t e  from 

the S I S .  No p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h i s  e v e n t u a l i t y has b e e n  made 

5 . 4 . 1 

in t h e  d r a f t  E I S ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  in t h e  f i n a l  E I S  

a s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  N E P A . F u r t h u r m o r e , e v e n  i f  a d e f i n i t i v e  

T R U  w a s t e  s i t e i s  a v a i l a b l e , t h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  f o r  w a s t e  

t o  r e m a i n  o n  s i t e  f o r  a n y  g r e a t  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  . . .  c e r t a i n l y  

n o t  t h i r t y  y e a r s . T h e  a r g u e m e n t  o� a p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  n e e d  

f o r  T R U  w a s t e s  i s  n o t  a n  a d e q u a t e  r e a s o n  t o  k e e p  t h e s e  w a s t e s  

i n  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s . 

T h e  d u p l i c i t y of s t o r a g e  s i t e s , e s p e c i a l l y  in v a u l t s  n o t  

5 . 30 . 1 . 1 1  s u i t a b l e  f o r  l o n g  t e rm s t o r a g e ,  o n l y  s e r v e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  

5 . 30 . 2 . 5  

5 . 9 . 3  

t h e  r i s k  o f  t h e f t ,  t e r r o r i s m  ... a c c i d e n t s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  c a t a s t r o p h i e s . 

T h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  s h o u l d  n o t  be a l l o w e d  to o p e r a t e  on 

t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a d i s p o s a l  s i t e  w\ l l  a r i s e .  D e f i n i t e  

d i s p o s a l  s i t e s  s h o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n s t u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  l i c e n s e d  

f o r  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  f o r  T R U  w a s t e s  t o  r e m a i n  

o n  s i t e  f o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a p e r i o d  o f  1 2  t o  l A  m o n t h s , a n d  

s u c h  a p o l i c y  s h o u l d  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  a n y  f i n a l  o p e r a t i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s . 

An i n a d e q u a t e a n a l y s i s  i s  m a d e of t h e  i m p a c t  of f r e o n  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t . A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s ,  3 / 2 0 / 8 8 , 

t h e  a n n u a l  e m m i s s i o n s  of C F C - l i  and C F C - 1 2  p r o j e c t e d  to 

t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0  a r e  5 5 0 0 0 0  MT . T h e  p r o j e c t e d  r e l e a s e  of 1 8  

M T  o f  f r e o n  i s  o n l y  0 . 0 0 3 2 7  % o f  t h i s  a m o u n t . I l o w e v e r ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  D r .  P r a t h e r , h e a d  o f  a c u r r e n t  N A S A  s t u d y  o n  

o z o n e  d e p l e t i o n ,  a d e p l e t i o n  o f  I - h %  i n  t h e  o z o n e  l a y e r  

i s  p r o j e c t e d  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  3 0  y e a r s  - - a n d  p o s s i b l y  m u c h  

A l o s s  o f  1 %  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  t e n s  o f  
'

t h o u s a n d s  o f  s k i n  c a n c e r s  a n n u a l l y .  O t h e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h i s  1 - 4 %  i s  a d a n g e r o u s  u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n , a n d  a l r e a d y  d e p l e t i o n s  

o v e r  A n t a r t i c a  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  h a v e  r e a c h e d  5 0 %  a t  t i m e s .  

G i v e n  t h i s ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n o f  1 8  M I  p e r  y e a r i s  v e r y  r e a l .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  0 . 0 0 0 0 3 2 7  ( f r a c t i o n o f  a n n u a l  f r e o n  r e l e a s e d  

b y  S I S )  X 3 0 0 0 0  s k i n  c a n c e r s / y e a r  X ] 5  y e a r s  = a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

1 5  s k i n  c a n c e r s .  T h e  r e a l  i m p a c t  m a y  b e  m u c h  g r e a t e r .  

G i v e n  t h e  u n l i k e l y  b u t  r e a l  r i s k  o f  d e a t h  f r o m  s k i n  c a n c e r  

a n d  t h e  m u c h  g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  o f  s k i n  d a m a g e d  s k i n ,  t h i s  i s  

a p r o b l e m  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  m a g n i t u d e  t o  w a r r a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S . 

No a n a l y s i s  i s  m a d e  of t h e  r i s k  to h u m a n  h e a l t h  s e c o n d a r y  

t o  t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  s a f e - s e c u r e  t r a n s p o r t s  o r  o n  

t h e  S I S  i t s e l f ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i g h p o w e r e d  e x p l o s i v e s  d i r e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  S S T s , t h e  P P B ,  o r  t h e  S A S V . A g a i n , t h i s  i s  

u n l i k e l y  b u t  v e r y  r e a l  r i s k  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d p r e d  

i n  t h e  f i n a l  E I S .  

F i n a l l y ,  a r i s k  a n a l y s i s  b y  i t s e l f  i s  m e a n i n g l e s s  . . .  

i t  m u s t b e  w e i G h e d  a g a i n s t  b e n e f i t .  W e  a r e  a s k e d  t o  a c c e p t  

a n d  p a y  f o r  a n  e x p e n s i v e  p r o j e c t ,  i n  a t i m e  o f  a n  o v e r e x t e n d e d  

b u d g e t ,  w h i c h  w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  o r  w a n t ,  w h i c h  h a s  i n a d e q u a t e l y  

d o c u m e n t e d  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s ,  a n d  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  

o f  w e a p o n s  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t e r r o r i s m ,  

t h e f t ,  e r r o r  a n d  a c c i d e n t s .  T h i s  i s  a p r i m e  e x a m p l e  o f  

a t e c h n o l o g y w h i c h  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h o s e  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t , a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  

a w h o l e .  �.. . " E///:/// / J/�p-----� �/ ' v,,-/ / C/ 3/z6;7f> 
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FOR THE RECORD IN DOE\EIS - 0 1 3 6  
PUBLIC HEARING O F  MARCH 2 6 ,  1988 

My name is Michael R .  Jones . reside at 5 6 8 6  Arney 

Lane in Boise, Idaho . I wish to assure you that I am an Idahoan 

having friends 1n Moscow , Idaho, n2t MOscow, U . S . S . R .  

I a m  here to speak about morality, common sense , fiscal 

and environmental responsibility. In other words, 

discuss those things which the SIS project i s  not_ 

am here to 

I f  the SIS 

were truly needed for national defense, were clearly 

environmental l y  safe and really provided safe and long term 

economic growth for Idaho I would support S I S .  But S I S  is not 

needed : it is not clearly safe, nor does it provide for a stable 

economy - look at Hanford, Washington . To say the SIS provides 

all these things i s  a myth . 

At the risk of being didactic I wish to share with you 

another myth . A myth I remember from my childhood. It is most 

reminiscent of what we as a nation are currently facing regarding 

our nuclear madness. 

The myth is about the Phrygian King, King Midas , and 

his desire for a secure and a prosperous and wealthy kingdom . 

You may recall the king ' s  wish was granted and the king was able 

to turn everyday objects into gold by his touch . His Midas touch 

provided wealth and prosperity - until that one fateful day; the 

day when h i s  golden touch destroyed his most precious treasure-

his daughter. His golden touch turned her into gol d .  

The powerful atom and nuclear physics is much l ike the 

Midas touch. It initially promised and provided us with 

security, peace and prosperity. Howeve r ,  it was a fairy tale . 

We were awakened and found this was only a myth . We are not 

l iving happ i l y  ever a fter. Nuclear weapons - the unleashed power 

of the atom can kil l .  Look what occurred a t  Chernyobl ,  a 

"peaceful use . "  

The sole purpose o f  the SIS i s  to create bomb s .  The 

SIS project is "needed by DOE to provide a redundancy in the 

production capacity and technological divers ity with respect to 

the current dependence o f  weapon grade plutonium production on 

reactor availaoility to provide a timely response to potential 

increases and approved needs for weapon grade plutonium . "  How 

awful and terribly frightening is this statement . 

insupportabl e .  There is n o  documented need for S I S . 

The S I S  is 

have reviewed and read the Environmental Impact 

Statement . I find it is myopic in its fail ing to address key 

items . It fails to adequately address the long term d i fficulties 

o f  disposing o f  hazardous waste . It f a i l s  to provide assurance 

o f  the ability o f  DOE to contain a nuclear incident . 

There is little in the document to support a conclusion 

that there are existing safeguards in place or possible to 

4 . 1  
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protect the Snake River aquifer or the Columbia Bas i n .  There i s  

no empirical data provided regarding earthquake stUdies . INEL is 

not the site for SIS - nor is Hanford or Savannah River. Each of 

these sites have the same environmental concerns and each suffer 

the same fatal flaws . S I S  is s imply unneeded : it is an 

unreasonab l e ,  risky business . In other word s ,  SIS is totally 

irresponsible; it is immoral and wrong . 

The only supportable item contained in the EIS report 

is the alternative Which is totally ignored by DOE . It is 

presented on Page 1 . 4  and is Item 3 -Take No Action . - believe 

no action is the best action; it is the only action in the best 

interests of all parties concerned - entire humanity . 

I am afraid we may soon be known as the people who 

committed mass suicide by destroying our world. 

Wouldn ' t  it be far wiser to spend the untold m i l l ions 

of dollars that this project could incur in something that would 

benefit most Idahoans? Wouldn't it make better sense to do 

something most Idahoans would support? Wouldn ' t  it be far better 

to have the Department of Energy cooperate with the Department of 

Transportation rather than Department of Defense? Wouldn ' t  it be 

far wiser and fiscally more defensible and prudent to spend the 

mill ions of dollars improving Idaho ' s  Highway 95? I know I would 

rather have good highways and the ability to swim in the clean 

water of the Snake River rather than swim in the -nuclearw wasted 

dollars that the SIS project would waste . 

I request you, as intell igent individuals , that you 

w i l l  reconsider and review this proces s .  I request that our 

congressmen who support this debacle reconsider your support of 

this continued nuclear madness . We must avoid nuclear 

destruction a s  an addict must avoid poisonous drugs . 

Like any nuclear drug addict, we must heed the First 

Lady ' s  advice and learn to just say no. And today I say no, and 

I wish you and others will say No to S IS ! !  Thank you . 
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M y  name is Helen Ostrogorsky, I live a t  2 1 0 1  North 29th Snee t ,  B o i s e .  Idaho. I 

have resided in Idaho for all of my 30 years . 

I am opposed to the S . l , S .  
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The purpose o f  the SIS is to produce a redundancy o f  nuclear warheads . REDUNDANT 
defined in the Webster ' s  New Collegiate Dictionary means "exceeding what is necessary 
or normal" "characterized by or containing an excess" . To have a redundant supply of 
nuclear weapons is absurd, humankind can only be annihilated once . 

The SIS is unsaE e .  

There i s  n o  proof that the SlS will work, i t  i s  only a theory . There i s  no 
provision made for disposal of wastes . There is no provision for accidents. There is 
a known earthquake fault that runs under the INEL site . 

The S I S  is immoral . 

We need to be investing our resources in humankind. We need to be finding a way to 
end wars not to make more weapons. 

I believe that the best solution to the SIS proposal is no action. There should not 
be a SIS si te anY'"'here . 
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Letter of Testimony 
Concerning the Drart Environmental lmpoct Statement 
Super Isotope Separator 
Department of Energy 
March 26, 1 988 
BOise, Idaho 

Good Afternoon! 

As a partner in a small business in Boise, I have some concerns about the existence of the 
SIS. I have some personal concerns and I have some that go beyond the parameters of my 
life and business. I am spaaklng today from the point of view of a businesswoman choos
ing to be in Idaho and being a part of creating Idaho's future. My business supports and 
promotes two of I daho's strongest resources; agriculture and tourism. 

Our nation is experiencing many changes and because of these changes, there is probably 
not one facet of our l ives that is not affected. Just. a tew days <>,;ll I received an issue of a 
nationally-circulated magazine in which an article appears on "The Rise of New Amer
ica". Within this lengthy article is a map carefully dissecting and rating sections of our 
nation according to the strongest long-term growth In the decades ahead and the quality at 
l ife which w i l l  emerge in them. I was pleased, yet not surprised, to discover that many 
larga sections of Idaho rate the highest and most ideal for the future m igration of indi
viduals from declining suburbia to rural sections of the country with high potential. 

Idaho's geography, history and growth patterns have protected it tram having to make 
quick decisions. The people of Idaho have worked very hard to promote and maintain a 
state with high quality agricultural products and tourism opportunities. I am not denying 
that Idaho does not have problems, but fortunately, much of the pristine Idaho Is still in 
existence. I have some questions to ask the people of Idaho." What w i l l  make Idaho mtr= � to individuals living outside of our state so that they wil l  want to vacation here or 
bring their talents and Skll1S and live here? Aside from the many potential hazards, I 
also ask ,"  What would just the mere placement of a plutonium plant do to that hard
earned reputation? Why do we want to jeopardize what many i ndividuals and other states 
WIsh that they still hac?" 

"Why does It seem so easy to select demise rather than l ife-givIng options with the 
potential of bUllding health and prosper1ty? Why lS it that es a people we continuously 
choose solutions that tempt self-destruction? Why not build on the fabulous resources 
we have and attract activities that w l l 1  assist in that bui lding process rather than to 
destroy? Why IS thare even a question of what to do?" 

The SIS .is. an economic as well as a moral issue, but I see Idaho grasping for economic 
solutions in the name of "JOBS" Unfortunately , in my opinion, the SIS a hasty solution. 
I also view the SIS es a solution for the Old American way of solving things. I hear people 
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j ustifying their support saying, "Let's do It  because lt is an economIc opportunity, no 
matter what the cost" or "Let's make the big stick of deterrence bigger. "  

T h e  people o f  Idaho have a n  opportunity t o  make a choice o f  bui lding i t s  future with the 
resources 1t now has. Part of the New America 1s having a vlslon of what our existence QQ.!.!]Q be and taking steps toward that dream. This might range from picking up l i tter , 
speaking more kindly to another person, and giving something no longer needed to some
one else, to not having a plutonium plant in Idaho's bock yard. It is = simple. Why 
can't Idaho carry the dream of being an attractive, thriving and prime resource for this 
nation? 

Unfortunately, part of the legacy of bui lding a new, alive America is also carefully 
weighing our decisions. We can no longar get away with quick decisions and j ustifyIng 
that we just have to suffer the consequences or that the short-term gain wll l  help for the 
time being. We can no longer keep patchIng the holes. Losing would occur over a much 
longer period than the gam. 

If we remove the labels we cell ourselves, and each other , and our weys of organizing, 
and our j ustifications for the choices we make. what we simply are are human beings 
living on this planet. consuming and abusing the resources that thiS land provides. As 
humans we have no problem to be the caretakers of our homes, our personal property, 
our children, our cars, etc ... , but we orten forget that we are also caretakers of the 
earth. As a whole we are doing a pretty poor job of it. 

As politicel figures, business people, residents, chi ldren, we are all human beings who 
must make our dally decisions with a conscience. I cannot afford the SIS. Idaho cannot 
afford the SIS. America cannot afford the SIS. 

Respectfully submlttac, 

SaIlY�� GsLt V 
General Manager 

1 0 1 52 W Stute Boise, ID 83703 208-342-0836 
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TESTIMONY OF MARK TORF SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT MARCH 26, 1988 

Summary 
The proposed Special lSOIope Separation Project (SIS) would generate significantly more 
toxic waste at the INEL. would store more radioactive and hazardous waste with no sure 
avenues for disposal, and will increase INEL dependency on outdated disposal methods. 
The SIS process will increase hazardous waste generation at the lNEL by 10% and increase 
mixed hazardous/radioactive waste generation by 15%. Unfonunarely. no private or 
governmental facility can dispose of mixed waslCS. 

According to the U.S. DOE, the SIS would produce 220 cubic meters of transuranic 
(TRU) radioactive waste annually. This represents a 2,700% increase in TRU waste 
currently generated at the INEL. While a TRU waste disposal facility is scheduled to open 
near Carlsbad, New Mexico. serious engineering questions have been raised which could 
slow or halt its use. The long-lived radioactive waste would be left to accumulate at the INEL with no other disposal options. 

The SIS would produce 200,000 gallons per day of liquid waste. This waste would be 
combined with low-level radioactive wastes from the existing Otemical Processing Plant 
(CPP) and discharged to percolation ponds. The percolation ponds were constructed as a 
temporary ahcmative to well injection directly into the aquifer. Yet. the SIS would increase 
pond disposal by 12% and increase reliance on tltis controversial disposal method. While 
the U.S. DOE pledges to maintain the discharges within regulatOty limits, it has not 
described the concentration of radionuclides. metals, and other contaminants which would 
be disposed of through seepage into the ground. 

The U.S. DOE has only recently begun to srudy environmental contamination at the INEL. 
It has identified 321 sites at which chemicals have been spilled or dumped. Further, 
groundwater contamination has been detected beneath nearly every major facility at the INEL. The proposed SIS project should be carefully evaluated to ensure that cleanup of 
these sites is neither slowed nor complicated. 

Introduction 
My name is Marl< Too. I appreciate the opponunity to present a list of concerns and 
questions reganding the Draft EIS for the Special Isotope Separation Project. 

I am testifying on behalf of the SIS Technical Review Board. Formerly, I was the 
Compliance Section Manager for the Idaho Deparnnent ofHea1th and Welfare's Hazanlous 
Materials Bureau. My responsibilities included managing the Bureau's permining and 
enforcement of radioactive materials and hazardous waste. Prior to this, 1 was employed 
by the State of Idaho as a Senior Water Quality Specialist and by the State of Ohio as the 
lead chemist for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Emergency 
Response. Funher. I have initiated and managed the clean up of contaminated soil and 
groundwarer at numerous governmental and private facilities. Thus, ] am very familiar 
with state and federal environmental laws concerning waste generation and management. 

Mar:k Torf 
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will focus my testimony on some of the environmental and regulatory consequences of 
siting the Special Isotope Separator at the INEL and emphasize issues which should be 
reexamined in finalizing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

Liquid Wastes 
The SIS facility would discharge an additional ])million gallons of wastewater annually to 
the existing Chemical Pmcessing Plant percolation ponds, according to the DEIS. Section 
4.5.1.3 includes the wasrewater discharge in a list of possible cumulative impacts on 
groundwater. This represents a 12% increase in the total volume of waste disposed in 
these ponds. In the past, the U.S. Doe has repeatedly stressed that the percolation ponds 
wCIt: constructed simply as a teII1JXOI)' alternative to deep well injection of radioactive and 
chemical wastes (e.g. see DEIS, SIS, p. 2-42). Yet, construction of the SIS would 
increase reliance on the ponds. 

Currently, approximately 10,(XX) gallons of wastewater containing radioisotopes and 
residual chemicals are cszmWPed with nearly 2 million gallons of relatively clean wastewater 
and dumped into the pol'lllSr.'Even with this massive dilution, the wastewater seeping 
toward the aquifer still exceeds the State of Idaho's proposed groundwater protection 
standards. The addition of SIS wastewater could complicate matters further. 

Downward percolation of wastewater has likely dispersed conuurtinants through the soil 
and fractured rock toward the aquifer. Chemiea1s bound to the soils could be dispersed 
further with the addition of SIS wastewater to the ponds, depending on the ultimate 
characterisitcs of the wastewater. A similar plume has already been identified beneath the TRA radioactive waste percolation ponds. In effect. while public concern may have been 
minimized by substituting the percolation ponds for well injection, the ponds have created a 
larger zone of contamination. The waste simply takes longer to reach the aquifer. 

U.S.DOE has not specifiea1ly characterized the nature and concentrations of radioisotopes 
and chemicals expected in the SIS liquid wastewater. According to the DEIS, the effluent 
would fall below federal standards for radionuclides in drinking water and chemicals 
defined as hazardous wastes. This does not mean the effluent is not radioactive or does not 
contain hazardous constituents. A more detailed description of the SIS wastewater 
constituents should be provided in order to evaluate possible cumulative impacts from 
combining SIS effluents with those fmm the CPP. What if the proposed SIS wastewater 
treatment is less effective than expected? Will SIS wastewater simply be diluted and 
discharged to the percolation ponds like the CPP wastewater? 

The U.S. DOE discounts the cumulative impact of adcling SIS wastewater to the 
percolation ponds, noting that a new wastewater evaporator is planned for the CPP. This 
would reduce the total volume of wastewater by only 10,000 gallons per day. While it 
could reduce the concentration of contaminants discharging to the percolation ponds, it 
will not significantly rrouce the volume of wastewater disposed in the ponds. The SIS, 
alone, would contribute 200,000 gallons per day. Further, the proposed evaporator has 
not been approved or funded, nor has the design been finalized. What if the evaporator is 
not built or delayed? The U.S. DOE should clarify the possible cumulative impacts posed 
by SIS generated wastewater given a functioning.and non�functioning Cpp evaporator. 
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Waste Management 
According to the U.S. DOE, the SIS would produce 220 cubic met"" oftransuranic (TRU) radioactive waste annually. In 1986, the most =ent period for which data is 
available, the INEI.. generated only about 8.2 cubic meters of1RU waste.' This represents 
a 2,700% increase. While a 1RU waste disposal facility is scheduled to open near 
Carlsbad. New Mexico (\Vaste Isolation Pilot PlanO. serious engineering questions have 
been raised which could slow or halt its use./The long-lived radioactive waste could be left 
to accumulate at the INEI.. with no other disposal options. Construction of the SIS should 
be contingent upon a fully operationa1 1RU waste disposal facility. The disposal facility 
should be shown to be environmentally sound prior to generating or storing more 1RU 
waste in Idaho. 

The U.S. DOE estimates that SIS produced hazan:lous wastes will comprise 10% of the 
total amount generated at the INEL. This is a significant increase. How will the waste be 
disposed? Will the ban against land disposal for cenain hazan:lous wastes, such as freon, 
apply? Which off-site waste tre�nt or incinerators would be contemplated? Is such 
treatment capacity available in the region? 

The U.S. DOE estimates that I I  tons of mixed radioactive and hazan:lous waste (mixed 
waste) will be generated annually. This represents 15% of the total amount of mixed waste 
generated by other INEI.. activities. Ye� there are no facilities capable of treating or 
disposing of mixed wastes anywhere in the country. 

The DEIS stales that mixed wastes generated from SIS production would either be 
transponed for off-site disposal within 90 days of generation or stored at the SPERT N 
storage building, a former reactor testing facility. Since, however. mixed waste cannot be 
disposed of anywhere, it seems clear that the waste will accumulate. The only alternative is 
a possible incineration facility at the INEI.. called the Process E><perimental Pilot Plant 
(PREPP). 

Unfortunately, fmal testing and permitting of the PREPP is at least several years distant. 
iliven all of the engineering difficulties still encountered with the relatively simpler 
incineration of do�stic garbage, burning mixed radioactive and hazardous waste safely is 
obviously no easy task. Administratively, too, it is complex. The PREPP would require a 
federal hazardous waste permit, a process known to require years for smaller proposals. 
iliven the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act which calls for permitting 
existing hazardous waste facilities first, as well as the time needed to address the many 
uncontrolled disposal sites at the INEI.., complete evaluation and permitting of the PREPP 
incinerator would not be finalized until well after the SIS began producing mixed waste. 
What if the incinerator did not meet hazardous waste standards? What if it had to be shut 
down or if it never operated? Answer: SIS mixed waste would continue to accumulate 
indefinitely. 

According to the SIS Project Office, the SIS waste treatment system design has not been 
finalized. Little detail concerning hazardous waste generation at different points in the SIS 
process is available. Section No. 2.1.5.1 of the DEIS, in discussing the waste 
concentrator, states that if the "overheads" (evaporated chemicals) are found to be non-

1 Llner,D.C. 1 987. Radioactive Waste Management Inlormation lor 1986. U.S. 
Department of Energy Publication DOElID-10055(86). 
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radiological and non-hazan:lous they will be released to the service waste system, i.e. the 
percolation ponds. If they are hazanlous they would be re-routed back into the plant waste 
concentrator. Although the U.S. DOE terms the waste return as "recycling," it is not .tn.J..t. 
recycling. Recycling implies re-routing materials back into the primary production process 
for the purpose of generating new material. What may occur here, then, is not recycling 
but additional waste treatment. 

If the waste is found to constitute a hazardous waste, the re-routing back for additional 
trea�nt would cause the waste evaporator to be a hazardous treatment unit. Such a 
classification would require a hazardous waste ttea�nt permit. with all the attendant 
design, planning, and public participation requin:d by the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act. Further, since this would be a new unit, the process could not be initiated 
until a final permit decision by the U.S. EPA. Liquid effiuent processing from off-gas 
scrubbers, leachate from scrap material processing, and bottoms from the plant waste 
concentrator should similarly be evaluated for hazardous waste characteristics and 
constituents prior to 8 final decision regarding the SIS. 

Groundwater 
The DElS makes scant mention of widespread. groundwater contamination at the INEL. 
Section No. 3.1.4.4 does describe carbon tetrachloride contamination in the groundwater 
and plutonium contamination in the Wlsaturated wne beneath the Radioactive Waste 
Management Complex (RWMC). Nonetheless, pervasive low-level groundwater 
contamination at the INEL is discounted by omission. 

In a recently published report the U.S. Geological Survey described the results of a 
groundwater monitoring program in which organic chemical contamination was found in 
42 of 81 wells sarnpled.2 The most highly contaminated wells are located at the RWMC 
and the Test Area North Facility (fAN), although contamination was detected beneath 
nearly every maior facility at the laboratory. The list of compounds detected include: 

benzene 
carbon tetrachloride 
chloroform 
1,2-dichlorobenzene 
dichlorodifluoromethane 
I,I-dichloroethane 
1,l-dichloroethylene 
1,2-trans-dichloroethylene 
1,2-dichloropropane 
1 ,I,2,2-tettachloroethane 
tetrachloroethylene 
toluene 
I , I , I-trichloroethane 
trichloroethylene 
trichlorofluoromethane 

2 Mann, L.J. and L.L. Knobel 1 987. Purgeable Organic Compounds in Groundwater at the 
Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, Idaho. U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 
87-766, 23pp. 
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Benzene is a known human carcinogen; carbon tetrachloride, chloroform. 1 ,2-
dichlorobenzene, 1 ,1.2,2-tetrachloroethane, tetrachloroethylene, I ,I , I-trichloroethane, and 
trichloroethylene are suspected human carcinogens; the remainder of the chemicals found 
variously affect the central nervous system. cardiovascular system. and the liver.3,4 
Trichloroethylene contamination at the TAN drinking water supply wells exceed the EPA 
recommended drinking water standard of zero. When the standard is raised to 5 parts per 
billion in January, 1989, the standard will still he exceeded. 

Certainly. the level of risk these chemicals pose to human health and the environment is 
determined both by their concentration and their potential for exposure. In an effort to 
minimize exposure, the U.S. DOE plans to dilute stored drinking water to reduce the levels 
of the contaminants. Yet, little has been accomplished to rectify the contamination, at 
TAN, the RWMC, or across the INEL. 

These fmdings raise a number of questions relative to the proposed SIS project: Will the 
additional water withdrawals, necessary for plutonium processing. exacerbate contaminant 
flow or impede groundwater cleanup? Will SIS construction activities affect possible 
groundwater cleansing strategies? Will processing and storage of SIS generated TRU 
waste at the RWMC he affected? Will exhumation of buried TRU waste at the RWMC, 
allegedly a source of some of the groundw8ler contamination, become more of a priority 
and thus affect other RWlv1C activities such as certification and storage of SIS generated 
TRU waste? 

Corrective Action Sites 
The U.S. DOE completely ignores the fact that it identified 321 sites throughout the INEL 
at which chemicals have been spilled or dumped. At least 30 of those sites can he traced to 
incidents since 1980. Further. 29 if these sites fall within or adjacent to the CPP, site of 
the proposed SIS. Although the DEIS analyzes the "Mfected Environment" (Section No. 
3) and "Environmental Requirements" (Section No. 5) at the INEL, it does not reference 
these problems at all. Since these sites and the need for further evaluation and possible 
cleanup is not discussed in the DEIS, it is difficult to estimate related impacts from 
approving construction of the SIS. At a minimum, the existence of this contamination 
should he acknowledged and the possible impacts on fuTure cleanup of these sites should 
be �ssed. Will worken come into contact with the contamination? Would the 
increased traffic and activity from SIS related conslrUction spread contamination? 

Section No. 3.1.4.4 of the DEIS states that only the TRA radioactive waste pond is 
currently thought to require "corrective action", i.e. cleanup. The U.S. DOE should 
aclrnowledge that it recently called. for corrective action at the RWlv1C and is expected to 
announce the same for the TAN disposal area. Additional sites, such as those adjacent to 
the proposed SIS facility, may require corrective action as studies progress. Corrective 
action may involve contaminated soil removal, groundwater pumping and filtration, or 

3 U.S. Department of labor 1985. Chemical Information File. Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, Directorate of Technical Support, 342pp. 
4 Kayser. R., D. Sterting, and V. Donn 1 983. Intermedia Priority Pollutant Guidance 
Documents, Chemical Coordination Staff, Office of Pesticides and Toxic Substances, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
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entombing the site(s) in impermeable liners of plastic or clay. Construction of a new SIS 
complex should not proceed without first completing the assessment of the 29 contaminated 
sites in the CPP area. 
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STAT'EHENT FOR THE RECORD 
for the DOE Public Hearing on the proposed SIS Project 

in Boise , Idaho , March 27 , 1988 
JACK VAN VALKENBURGH 
746  Santa Paula Court 
Boise ,  Idaho 83712 

For a number of reasons I believe the " No Action" 
al ternative is the best of the f ive alternative possible courses 
of action identified by the DOE in its February , 1988 Draf t  
Environmental Impact Statement on  the SIS Projec t .  

Actually .  better alternatives exist -- some very popular and 
pragmatic alternatives which the DOE failed to consider in the 
DEI S .  Chief amonQst these is the proposal o f  nine national 
membership organizations.  These organizations include as members 
many eminent scientists , lawyers , statesman ,  and Americans of 
virtual ly every walk of l i f e .  

The proposal is dubbed "The Plutonium Chal lenge " .  I t  is 
o f f ered by the Environmental Policy Ins titute , the Energy 
Research Foundation , the Federation of American Scientist s ,  
Friends o f  the Earth . Greenpeace ,  the Natural R�rces Defense 
Council ,  Physicians for Social Responsibility ,  and the Union of 
Concerned Scientist s .  Signatorie� also include William Colby 
( former Director of the CIA ) , retired Vice Admiral John Marshall 
Lee ,  and Ambassador Gerard Smith ( Chief of the SALT I Delegation 
and Former Ambasssador to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency) . 

Very simply, "The Plutonium Chal lenge " is to declare an 
immediate two-year moratorium on the further production of 
plutonium for nuclear weapons . In addition , i t  would challenge 
the Soviet  Union to negotiate a bilatera l ,  verif iable cutoff of 
the production of plutonium -- as well as highly-enriched 
uranium -- for nuclear weapons . 

There are good reasons to believe that the Soviets would be 
responsive to an American initiative . In recent years ,  the 
Soviets have indicated an interest in a cutof f .  They too have 
aging production reactors and heightened awareness of their 
hazards in the wake of Chernoby l .  The Soviets also have 
demonstrated a new openness towards the presence of American and 
internat ional inspectors to monitor nuclear weapons activi ties . 

Not many years ago The Plutonium Challenge would have been 
considered unrealistic .  Neither the Soviet Union nor the United 
S tates showed willingness to budge f rom seemingly irreconcilable 
positions as to the size of their nuclear arsenals .  

Now that has chanQed. Recently the Soviet  Union and United 
S tates have agreed to a signi f icant arms reduction treaty , and 
there are now beQinning dates for talks between our respective 
leaders to further reduce what we all agree are excessive nuclear 

stockpi les . 
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operated for non-military research and development purpose s .  
Job creation , especially long-term s teady employment , would be 
best promoted by such an exclusive dedication of INEL for 
civilian research purposes . The state ' s  reputa tion would be 
enhanced and its waters and people protected from the real 
possibilities of contamination by plutonium . 

But the OEIS evidences no consideration of this alternative .  
The DOE proposes to tran�for� INEL from a faci l i ty primarily 2 . 7 . 6  devoted to peaceful app11cat10ns of nuclear technology to a 
f acility principally involved with nuclear weapons production . 

The DOE ' s  preferred alternat ive i� of f ered despite the fact 
that the signing of the INF treaty will  free up two tons o f  
weapon-Qrade plutonium and , as reported in the March 14th issue 4 . 3  
of Newsweek . that the Uni ted States is already awash in 
plutonium. If current negotiations on a 5 0 %  s trategic force 4 2 1 cutback are successful , plutonium equaling eight times the amount • • 
to be produced by the SIS will be made avai lable for new weapons 
production . 

The only way the SIS could continue to provide weapon-grade 
plutonium af ter six to

. 
eight years of operation is if plutonium 5 . 2 6 . 2  recovered from commerc1al nuclear power plant spent fuel were 

used as feed . This would violate the spirit of the Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty and set a dangerous world preceden t .  
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for the unnecessary . costly and dangerous production of 
additional nuclear weapons -- i s  an outrage . 
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S , L S ,  EiN I ROflflEiHAL IMPACT STATEllErn HEAR I tlGS - BOISE,  I DAI IO 

flARCl1 26, 1938 
TESTIil0NEY OF ALAN E ,  LEISK 

GEiHLE:1Eil : 

i lY ,lAl iE IS ALAil E ,  LE I S K ,  I Ail A LABOR RELATI OIIS 

CQ,ISU LTAin Aim I RES IDE AT 3D5 FALL I iiGBROOI< LAilE,  BOISE,  

IDAHO 33706 , 
rlY CAREER iii LABOR RELATI OiiS I N  THE COiISTRUCTI Oil I NiJUSTRY 

HAS G IVErl flE THE OPPORTUiHTY TO BE I ND I RECTLY OR D I RECTLY I I IVOLVED 

II I TH THE I IH S ITE FOR TljE LAST 25 YEARS , F ROI'i TH I S  VANTAGE POI NT, 

I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBSERVE fINlY POS ITIVE  CIIANGES IN COilSTRU CT I Ol1 

LABOR RELAT I OIIS AT TilE I NEL CDi'1PLEX , 

DUR I NG THE PAST DECADE THE CONSTRUCT I ON LABOR D I SPUTES IlE-

2 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TIIESE COOPERAT I VE EFFORTS IS EV I DEilCED 

BY THE FACT THAT D U R I NG Ti lE LAST HIO YEARS T I IERE IIAVE BEEN 52 COiHRACTUAL 

Aim J U R I SD I CT I OiML D I S PUTES RESOLVED liITllOUT A S I :IGLE HORK STOPPAGE , 

AllaTHER mpORTAdT STAT I ST I C  I S  THE I I I G H  LEVEL OF SAFETY \1H I CH I S  

EIIFORCED Aim iJAI iHAl ilED Oii COI1STRUCTI OIl OPERATI OilS AT TilE I lIEL S I TE , 

TIHS IS iJEilOilSTRATED BY THE FACT Ti l AT THE SEVERITY RATE FOR CO;I

ST�UCTr o;l AT l ilEL IS 33 , 2  COf lPARED TO 134 , 5  FOR ALL U ,  S ,  COilSTRUCTl OIL 

AS REPORTED BY THE BUREAU OF LABOR STAT I ST I CS ,  TIIESE F I GG RES I ijiJ I CATE 

l :lEL IS /'-1 VERY SAFE PLACE TO lIORI( , 

I Ii ADD I T I  0:1 I HAVE OBSERVED Tl IAT THERE IS A STRONG \WRK 

ETH I C  PRESErn i ii THE LABOR FORCES Ef1PLOYED AT l liEL flH I CI l  RESULTS I ii 

ABOVE ,WERAGE PRODUCT IV  I TY , 

TliEEl1 [IANAGElmH AND LABOR Aim THE J U R I SD I CTI ONAL D I S PUTES BETHEEil FOR Ti lE REASONS OF LABOR STAB I L I TY Aim COOPERAT I O N ,  AN 

UNI orIS, HH I CH OFTErI RESULTED I N  D I S RUPT I V E  tlaRK STOPPAGES, HAVE TOTALLY EXCELLENT SAFETY RECORD, Aim A PRODUCTIVE LAIlOR POOL, I FEEL THAT 

I D I SAPPEARED , f::'4<¢b 
TH I S  IHPROVED LABOR RELAT I ONS CLI ilATE HAS BEErI DUE TO TilE 

:cc,,7Iod �1l MO I f lPLEf lENTAT I ON Oil All EXCELLENT LABOR AGREEimn - KllOWil 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 5  AS THE S I TE STAB I LIZAT I ON AGREEilEln - \iH I CH COVERS ALL CQiISTRUCT I Oil 

AT I iIEL:  THE EilPLOYilENT OF THE S I TE LABOR COORD l iiATOR, A PROFESSI O;ML 

WHO AJUDI CATES J U R I SD I CT l OiiAL iJ I S PUTES Aim AmmnsTERs THE SITE 

STAB I L I ZAT I ON AGREEi1EiH : AND THE FORf'1ATION AND ACT IVE PART I C I PAT l Oii 

OF Ti lE LABOR/IIAiIAGEI'IEiH emlr'I ITTEE, A FORUil COilPOSED EQUALLY OF LABOR 

AiID nA�AGEllEIH REPRESENTATI VES, HH I CH �1EETS REGU Lt,RLY TO RESOLVE 

PROBLEflS AilD TO PRonOTE flUTUAL COOPERAT l ml .  

I NEL I S  Ti lE  IDEAL S I TE FOR TIlE S , L S ,  FAC I L I TY ,  

I APPRE C I ATE HAV HIG THE OPPORTU�mY OF TEST I FY I iiG Oil Ti l l S  

i lATTER, AiiD I IJQULD LI KE T O  LEAVE A P R I inED COpy O F  l'IY ORAL TEST I flOiiY 

FOR THE RECORD , THAlli< YOU 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 2 
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STALEMENT O F  

GREGORY SALl 
BOISE , IDAHO 

IN SUPPORT OF THE SIS PROJECT 

c ){r,,'ba ;).58 

Horch 2 6 ,  1988 

My name 1 S  Gregory SaI l and I am a PhYS I C I S t: and have 

worked 1n the f I e l d  o f  isotope separatIon and nuc lear reactor 

power p l a n t s ,  other techn 1ca l projects and AgrIc u l tura l 

Deve lopmen t .  I have worked at the Savannah River Proj ect a t  

AIken , South Car o l i n a ,  at t h e  AEC Diffusion P l ant a t  

Portsmouth, Ohio , a n d  as a Super1ntendent of P l ant 

Eng 1neerlng and Testing on the SIC Hunter Ki l l e r  Submarine 

Proj ect for Rickover ' s  Nuclear Navy ; and have worked in the 

f i e ld of Integra ted AgrIcultural  Deve l opmen t .  I have l ived 

ln Idaho S lnce 1 9 6 0 .  

We w1sh t o  thank the Department o f  Energy and the 

SC1entists and Ad minis trators of the Spec 1 a l  I sotope 

Separat10n Project for the opportunity to present our 

thoughts on t h I S  mos t  exce l l ent H1gh-technol ogy Proj e c t .  

T h e  Spec 1 a l  I sotope Separation Project 1 S  one of the 

most Important h lgh techn o l ogy projects I n  the wor l d  today . 

Idaho shou l d  be except Iona l l y proud that the INEL has been 

se l ected as the preferred a l ternative s i te for the S I S  

Project . The S I S  Proj ect , i f  prope r l y  admi n i s tered , and 

expanded car prove to be the f inest exampl e  o f  applied high 

tech n o l ogy for peaceful purposes eYer bUl l t  and operated by 

mankInd .  

The large l aser techno logy, the dye-pump laser 

- 1 -
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technol ogy , the photoI o n l zatlon processes a nd equIpmen t ,  the 

I s oLope col lect Ion and sepa ratIon pr ocesses and equIpment , 

the gaseous and wet chemIcal ref I n I ng faci l I t I e s ,  the pure 

product and waste product hand l I ng capab I l I t i e s ,  and the 

overa l l  techn lc a l  support faci l I t i e s  for this present design 

of the isotope separation faC i l I t y  set forth the most 

lmportant sCIentifIc advance In the h igh techn o l ogy of 

Indus t r I a l  mater i a l s  refin ing . 

We are In the Third Leap of Technology today and the new 

bene f I t s  of app l ied technology t hat mankind wI l l  rea l i ze in 

the next two decades wi l l  overshadow a l l  the pas t and present 

dreams of mank ind. Mankind can o n l y  l ive by h i s  artful  and 

reasonab l e  use of the resources of the wor l d  about h i m .  He 

can use the l a n d ,  water , mineral  and people resources to 

become s e l f-suf f l c l e n t  In food , s h e l t e r  and knowledge or he 

can make a nuc l ear bomb and b l ow himse l f  to h e l l and back 

because he lets fear overrIde hIS good sense and l e t s  the 

s e l f - servlnq po l I t ICS of d ictators overcome reason and 

courage . 

The basic fundamental  thrust of technology is that 

tech n o l ogy IS po l i tics of the hIghest order and he who has 

the techn o l ogy also has the great.est pol l t.lcal powe r .  I n  the 

pas t  t h I S  IS what made AmerIca great and kept her free and I S  

t h e  practIcal reason why America Wi l l  be greater i n  the 

future o f  peaceful freedom . 

- 2 -

Therefore, 1 urge a l l  I dahoans to J OIn in s e i z ing this 

wond e r f u l  oppor tunIty,  and togethe r ,  Insist that the S I S  

proj ect b e  brought t o  I daho. I ask a l l  o f  you to s tand up 

and make this e f fort for your s e l ve s ,  your chi ldren , and your 

country. We must see that the present p l an s  for the S I S  

Project a r e  received WIth grate f u l  we lcome arms and that the 

future for Idaho and America is opened to redeem our past and 

enr ich our future . The present plans for the S I S  Fac i l i t y  

must be expanded to support a n d  fac i l i tate a techn o l og ic a l  

b a s e  for a m a j o r  high-technol ogy v a l ley ranging f r o m  Idaho 

Fa l l s t o  BOI s e .  We must work toqether to crea t e ,  in Idaho, a 

hIgh techno l ogy va l l ey that wi l l  serve as a Resource Va l l ey 

for Peace by changing the prImary and i n I t I a l  purpose of 

I s otope separation for nuclear purposes to an isotope 

separat ion faC I l i ty that WI l l  separate the nuclear mate r i a l s  

of a l l  nuc lear warheads i n t o  nuc l ear mat e r i a l s  f o r  peaceful 

purposes . We must work together to e l I minate nuclear 

warheads as weapons that may be used in the future by the 

meanness of men I n  powe r .  We must expand the present S I S  

P l a n s  to include t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  S I S  Faci l i ty to separate 

I sotopes of other e l ements to create the new mater i a l s  of our 

h igh technology futur e .  We must work together to deve lop the 

app l Ic a t i on o f  high technology for peaceful  purposes rather 

than beg I n  another arms race . That nation that does not 

partIcipate In the ThIrd Leap of Technoloqy wi l l  sur e l y  be 

l eft behind in the futur e .  I f  w e  do not deve l op t h e  AVL I S  

- 3 -

5 . 2 8 . 6  



..... 
-.,J 
-.,J 

3 . 3 . 1 

5 . 2 8 . 6  

process for peacefu l purpose s ,  s u n- ' 1 y  oUlf'r nat lons wI l l ,  and 

some wl i l  sure l y  use I t. S  method o l ogy for m I l I tary purpo s e s .  

W e  must n o t  a l low high-techno logy to be born s o l e l y  by 

m I l i tary needs , but by the useful  app l ied know l edge of 

peace f u l  men for the u p l i f t I n g  of manklnds future . The 

present mandate of the I NEL g Iven by congress is to operate 

as a NatIon a l  Englnee rlng Laboratory for the bene f i t  of a l l  

Amer ican s .  Let u s  use the INEL a s  i t  i s  intended b y  our 

e lected offic I a l s  and Congres s .  

We , therefore recommend for your conslderation four 

lmpor tant ma j or reasons for brI ng lng the S I S  Proj ect to 

Idaho . 

1 .  America must have a spec i a l  faCI l I ty to hand l e  and 

separate nuc l ear warhead mate r I a l s  Into other forms for 

peace f u l  u s e  or f o r  safe storage d!sposa l .. 

The S I S  Pro j ect faCI l I t i e s  c a n  b@ uS8d for the hand l J nq 

and separatIon of a l l  n u c l ear warhead mat e r i a l s  WIth a few 

ad d I t Ions .  This capa bI l I ty must b e  ava i l ab l e  t o  faC I l I tate 

and to take advantage o f  the present I nternat ional 

negotIat Ions I n i t iated by the INF Treaty . We must not rest 

un t I l  comp l ete internatIonal agreement is  reached to remove 

a l l  nuc l ear weapon mater I a l s  from m i l i tary arsena l s .  We must 

then have recognIzed and accepted fac I l i ties for r e f i n i ng 

these warhead mater I a l s  so that they can be channe led into 

- 4 -

peac8ful purposes or made I n to forms t h at c�n s a f e l y  be 

stored and out of harms way. 

2 .  The S I S  project faCI l i t ies present a most un igue and 

exce l l ent opportunIty to gain the technologIcal base for a 

new generation of sCIentifIC capab I l I t I e s  f o r  separa t Ing 

Isotopes of a l l  e lements and recomb i n I ng these e lements 

creatIng the new mate r I a l s  requi red for our H I gh Tech future . 

The advent of the use of the phenomenon of 

photolonization sha l l  g Ive sCIent i f IC advances that 

phYS I C I S t S ,  chemI s t s ,  engineer s ,  and other sCIentis t s ,  the 

advanced capabi l ities only dreamed of today . ThIS  new 

techn o l ogy WI l l  be the fue l for the Th i rd Leap of Technology 

by I t S creatIon of new high pur ity mater i a l s  and unique new 

mater I a l s  recombIned by extended pr oce s s e s  U S I ng the S I S  

methodology. S I nce the INEL I S  a National Laboratory, the 

met.hods and processes are open to a l l  prI vate industry and 

commer c e .  Therefore , the SIS Proj ect IS a most reasonab l e  

app l IcatIon o f  the very purpose Congress I ntended for the 

I NEL Fac i l i t y .  But t h i s  t ime the I N EL WI l l  have its maIn 

use for peaceful purpose s .  Let u s  work, fi r s t ,  to Insure our 

peace In a free wor l d  and then work with our h igh tech nology 

In app l Y I ng the wor ld ' s  resources to bene f I t  a l l mankind . 

I daho In par t i c u l ar can be great ly bene f I t ed by having the 

h Igh technology fac i l i ty for produc i n g  the new materia l s  of 

- 5 -
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the futur e .  These new h�qh pur�ty mate r i A l s  are requI red by 

5 .. 2 7  . 9  .. 3 th� new super conductor �ndustry; by the super computer 

Industry , by the m I cro-computer indu s t r y ;  the med ica l hea l th 

care Indu s tr y ;  and by other new techno l ogy of every kind In 

theIr search for newer mater I a l s  to I mprove their products . 

The improved future of mankind resu l t ing from tne app l ication 

of the ThIrd Leap of Technology wi l l  convince mankind that 

the bene fits of peaceful pur s u i t s  are better than bu i l d ing 

super des truct Ive arms for war . Those who do not j oin in 

w� l l  s�mply be l eft beh ind.  Super conducting mat e r i a l s  WI l l  

provIde the next step in major Improvements such a s  high l y  

e f f Icient e l ectr�c power generators and cost e f fective 

e l e c t r I c  power d � s t r i bution system s ,  advanced e l ectric 

moto r s ;  advanced e l ectronics ; and for super semi-conductors 

for faster and more re l i a b l e  compute r s ;  and for the 

soph I s t I ca ted automatIon of processes and robotics so vital 

to h e l p  AmerIca compete aga inst l ow cost foreign l abor; and 

for a new generation of med Ical advance s ,  and an u n l imI ted 

l i s t of other advances . The synergism of the indu5 t r j a l  and 

commercial  appl icat Ions and the poten t i a l  benefits to our 

everyday soc Iety and the improvement of our standard of 

l ivIng speaks so loudly that those who would oppose bring ing 

the S I S  project to Idaho denounce themse lves as beIng aga inst 

progress and against our freedom and aga inst wor l d  peace . We 

must have solut ions not j u s t  arbi trary opposition wie lded 

because we bel ong to some group . 

- 6 -

J .  The S I S  Project faci l l ties wi l l  be needed to creale and 

produce new ma ter�a l s  and processes for the updat ing of 

convent�onal m � l i tary weapons and the surve i l lance egu ipment 

needed to ver I fy compl lance of the comI n g  a n t i -nuclear 

warfare agreements . 

W I th the i n ternational agreement to d i spose of a l l  

I n termediate nucl ear m i s s l l e s  a s  i n i tiated by the INF Trea ty , 

1 5  the return to dependence on conven tional mi l i tary weapon s .  

Th I S  � s  evidenced b y  Pres�dent Reagan ' s  recent t r i p  to Europe 

and the on-goIng d i s cuss ions over conventional weapon s .  I t  

I S  to b e  hoped that eventua l ly man wi l l  have enough common 

sense to beat a l l  weapons into p lows hare s .  But in the 

mean t I me new advances must be made ava i l a b l e  to the 

conven t Ional armed force s .  Our Soviet adversaries are surely 

not going to s top their conven tional arms production and 

I mprovement at this  t i me .  One mate r i a l  that is urgen t l y  

needed I S  a super-armor-p l ate . S u c h  an armor-p late c a n  b e  

made f r o m  s t e e l  encased spent uran Ium.  The S I S  Project 

faci l i ty can produce thls sUper-armor wlth i t s  isotope 

separa ting capab l l l t y .  

W e  recog n i z e  a n d  support t h e  original i n te n t  of the 

Nuc lear Weapons Stockp i l e  Memorandum ( NWSM) g iven by those 

leaders I n  our country as a means of providing sufficient and 

better nuclear p l uton i um mater i a l s  for our National Defense . 

- 7 -
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4 . 1 0 . 3  C l ean nuc lear bombs are better than dir ty nuclear bombs - no 

nucl ear bombs are definitely st i l l  the bes t .  We accept and 

3 . 4  

5 . 28 . 6  

support the fact that present world conditions override our 

preference that no new nuclear warheads be manufacture d .  We 

a l so f i r m l y  b e l ieve that we m u s t  a l l  work together to r emove 

the present stockp i l e  of nuclear warhead mater i a l s  from the 

m� l i t ary arsenals of a l l  natIons before some power-mad group 

triggers an unwanted and unneeded nuc lear no-win war .  But we 

a l s o  know that the adversary pOSition of the major powers of 

the wor l d  is such that the important decisIon of whether more 

nuc lear warhead mater i a l s  need to be processed must be left 

i n  the hands of those p l aced in respon s i b l e  positions through 

our Democratic process . We accept the dec i s ion to process 

more nuclear warhead mate r i a l s  as being made by the proper 

autho r i t Ies and further accept the fact that the state of the 

art of nuclear science must continue to advance to reduce 

costs and to improve present weaponry unt i l  man fina l l y 

agrees to get r id of the nuclear arsena l .  At that time we 

shou ld be ready to immedia t e l y  destroy n u c l ear warhead 

mate r i a l s .  We strong l y  recommend tha t the S I S  project and 

l ts AVLIS process fac i l ity be used for this v i t a l  peaceful 

purpose. 

The SIS Fac i l ity w i l l provide the most exce l lent major 

option for the U. S .  Convent ional Defensive Weapons systems 

because it is the lowest cost method for the separation of 

uranIum Isotopes ut i l i z ing depleted uranium. U 2 3 5  norma l l y  

- B -

constitutes less than one percent of the i n i t I a l  U 2 3 5  - U 2 3 8  
uranium produc t .  Reactor fue l grade needs to b e  about 3 %  for 5 . 2 8 . 6  
use In nuclear e l ect r ic power reactor s ,  the major peaceful 

use of uranium . The density of the remaining depleted 

uranium is so high that i t  can be made into the finest stee l 

encased armor plate for tank s ,  batt l e s h ips . hel icopters , e t c .  

T h e  pos s i b l e  armorplate is v i r t ua l l y  impregnable to a l l  known 

modern anti-tank m i s s i les and weaponry of today ' s  state of 

the ar t .  

The AVLIS process o f  the S I S  Fac i l ity can further 

i s o l a te and separate uranium product impurities having 

unwanted radioactivity to further the safe application and 

use of this next step in high-density super armor that w i l l  

have v i r t ua l l y  n o  radioactivity . 

Presuming that the present trend in INF Treaty nuclear 

reduction negot iations wi l l  eventua l l y inc l ude a l l  n u c l e ar 

warhead s ,  then the importance of improvements in conventiona 

weapons becomes paramount and is the key to low cost 

defensive protection systems . The e f f i c iency and b a t t l e  

worthiness of conventional a r m s  g i v e s  supe r i o r i ty in armed 

force s .  Armament to protect personne l ,  high-tech apparatus , 

tank s ,  personnel car r ie r s , naval vesse l s ,  weapons systems , 

e tc . ,  then becomes the dominant ingredient. unti l  mankind 

can agree on a practical way of r idding h i mse l f  even of 

conve n t ional weapons , we must maintaIn our national defense 

- 9 -
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I n  t h I S  a r e a .  Let us hope and pray that we never a g a I n  have 

to use any conventIonal weapon s .  

Another v i t a l  area o f  NatIona l Defense and o f  extreme 

Importance to world peace is our abi l ity for verification 

that agreements to out l aw nuclear weapons are complied wi t h .  

I t  I S  hoped t h a t  f i na l ly these d i s armament agreements wi l l  

i n c l ude a l so the manufacture and d i s tribution o f  conventional 

arms Inc l udlng the various m I s s i l e  del ivery systems. The 

dIsastrous and inhumane evidence of the use of conventiona l 

m l S S l l e  systems lS now graphica l l y demonstrated in the 

k i l i lng of non-combatants in the Iran and Iraq warfare now 

going o n .  Should we t r u s t  any dictator or fanatic? How sha l l  

we protect ourselves? 

The soph i s t icated surve i l lance and monitoring systems 

necessary for this extremely important peaceful purpose of 

remOVIng warfare capab i l i t ies must be bui l t  as soon as 

pos s l b l e  so that we may gain a meaningful peace for our 

c h l ldren and a l l  mank i nd .  Wlthout our abi l i ty to determlne 

that the Soviets or others were not cheating on d i sarmament 

agreements we wou l d  mos t cert a i n l y  lose our freedom . Then 

a l l  our efforts to out law nuclear warfare dangers would have 

been i n  va I n .  We can o n l y  guarantee our freedom and our 

deslred peaceful future by being strong in our Nationa l 

Defe nse . We must have a surve i l lance system that can a le r t  

us to v l o l a t lons of Wor l d  Peace Agreement s .  W e  can not argue 
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agalnst manklnd ' s  past h i story . Mankind has not yet a r r i ved 

at a position of mutual trust and confIdence wherein we can 

be a s s ured there wi l l  be no fUrther aggression by force for 

whatever cause or rationa l e . We must put our trust and 

re l i ance on our abi l ity to take the leadership in the Third 

Leap of Techno logy . America must build and formulate the 

soph is t icated surve i l lance and monitoring instrumentation 

equlpment and procedures to protect our desired peacef u l  

future . W e  propose that t h e  above I N EL expansion i s  t h e  

proper fac i l lty to begin t h i s  tremendous l y  important task . 

The super mate r I a l s  that wi l l  be produced via the 

photoionizatl0n method and other technical advances in 

superconductor s ,  semi-conductor s ,  super materi a l s ,  etc . ,  are 

the strategic means to gaIn this surve i l lance capabi l i t y .  We 

ask that a l l  Idahoans j oin together to make this peaceful 

purpose a rea l i ty in the immediate future. 

We must use the precedent exemp l i fied by the past 

h i s tory of the INEL t o  again enrich our future . The m i l itary 

needs of our nuclear navy brought to Idaho the SlW Pro j e c t .  

F i f t y  two ( 5 2 )  d i f ferent types of n u c l e a r  reactors have been 

bui l t  and tested at INEL and one honored Arco, Idaho as the 

f ir s t  city in America to be l ighted by e l ectricity from a 

nUClear reactor power p l a n t . Today Idaho has the INEL 

Fac i l l ty valued at $ 3 . 2  Bi l l ion Dol l ars . Economica l l y  i t  has 

provided j obs , income , and tax money to provide a most 

v a l u a b l e  base of support for education and many other 

- 11 -

5 . 28 . 6  

3 . 3 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 4  



...... co ...... 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 28 . 6  

serv ices to Idahoan s .  Ten thou sand people have v a l ued 

employment because of the INEL . The safety record speaks for 

1 t se l f .  More people are k i l led o n  the h lghways o f  Idaho each 

month than by a l l  annual nuclear accidents at a l l  nuclear 

sites in the United States. The nuclear business has been 

exceeding l y  good for Idaho. This achievement happened only 

because the funding for the projects came to Idaho because of 

the requirement for advances in m i l i tary power required to 

maintain our National Defense. 

Today , Idaho aga i n  has the except iona l opportunity to 

benefit from an expansion of the INEL through funding by the 

government of a high techno logy project . The simi l ar i t y  

again today is t h a t  t h e  S I S  Project c a n  be used n o t  o n l y  for 

technical progress in our National Defense, but a l s o  as a 

technologIcal base for the next generation of isotope 

separation processes using the principle of �hotoion i z a t io n .  

I s otopes of a l l  e lements c a n  be separated by expanded designs 

of this process and the high purity requirement for our high 

technology future wi l l  be derived through this new 

methodology. The new rare earth e lements and other met a l s  of 

high purity for the superconductor mater i a l s  of the future 

wi l l  be derived at reasonable costs by versions of the AVLIS 

proces s .  The base for this new and v i t a l  technology wi l l  

come from the S I S  Proj ect . Idaho can not afford to miss t h i s  

lmportant opportunity . 
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Everyone today accepts the syner q i s t l c  I n f l uence - the 

business f a l l out - the domes tic app l ications of high 

technology initiated by m i l itary defense programs. The 

advance in many areas of our d a i l y  l ife from the NASA Space 

program are we l l  known. 

The synergistic f a l l out that wi l l  come from the S I S  

Proj ect in Idaho wi l l  dwarf t h e  benefits of t h e  Space Program 

s i nce i t  dea l s  with the advent of new mater i a l s  now o n l y  

dreamed of in every science a n d  engineering d i sc i p l i n e .  

4 .  T h e  S I S  Project and the a l l ied Industry and Commerce i t  

WI l l  generate wi l l  a l s o  s upply the i n i t i a tive and funding to 

create one of the finest Educat i o n a l  Systems i n  America . 

The greatest benef i t  to Idaho and America however ,  wi l l  

be in the uplifting o f  our Idaho Education System and i t s  

impact o n  our young chI l dren - t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  today and 

those yet to be born. In the past two decades we have a l l  

heard the high sounding rhetoric about what Idaho mus t d o  to 

I mprove our education system . However , s t i l l  today Idaho has 

not integrated its education system to f u l l y  incl ude the 

great technical base it has in the INEL. Idaho ' s  

i n s t i tutions of higher education sti l l  don ' t  have the 

engineering and scientific courses to fit the needs of its 

largest employer , the INEL. Recent l y ,  Idaho lost the SSC 

project because it does not have a recognized system of 
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hIgher educat Ion . Idaho UniverSIties are not even a 

member of The University Association designing the SSC . The 

membership is o n l y  S I 0 , 0 0 0 .  per year . Sure l y ,  the prior it ies 

of our education leaders must be focused on s a l aries and not 

on qua l It y .  We can not a l l ow the treasure we have in the 

INEL to continue to be so poor l y  used. When the S I S  Project 

i s  added to the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, the 

demand for and the opportunity for the improvement of Idaho 

Institutions of education wi l l  be so great that a l l  Idahoans 

wi l l  se i ze this great worthwh i l e  opportunity and j o i n  

together i n  funding a n d  demanding t h e  creation of a n  

educational system throughout t h e  State t h a t  wi l l  r i v a l  the 

best education systems throughout the wor l d .  This High 

technology Educational System must be capab l e  of producing 

leaders in a l l  areas of the sciences and arts and i t s  

ach Ievements wi l l  exceed t h a t  of M I T ,  Berke l e y ,  etc . ,  t h i s  

can t r u l y  happen only i f  the people of Idaho accept the 

c h a l lenge and opportunity now before them. Our po l i t i c a l  

l e a d e r s  a n d  educators are n o w  in a g r e a t  debate on h o w  t o  

Improve o u r  school syste m .  T h e  opportunity l ie s  before them 

begging to be used and has been for 25 year s .  Wi l l  they have 

the foresight and courage to accept this great opportunity 

and build the high level education system that their rhetoric 

c l ai m s  we must have? Wi l l  their lofty statements prove to be 

empty and a farce and a fraud or wi l l  they act with 

responsibi l i ty and insist that the S I S  be located i n  Idaho? 

We , in Idaho , must seize this wonderful opportunity and 
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expand upon it in every way. The futUre in t h e  Third Leap of 

Technology wI l l  belong to those who recognlze its pote n t i a l  

f o r  the coming amazing a n d  outstanding bene f I t s .  T h e  future 

wl i l  b e l ong to those who seize the opportuni ty , prepare and 

educate our c h i ldren in the exce l lence of a l l  inte l l ectual 

d i s c i p l i n e s  and work to build a secure, peace ful future 

through knowledge , wisdom, and the courage to accept the 

cha l l enge to do what we must do. 

When the S I S  Project and the expanded peaceful projects 

are p l aced a t  the INEL s i t e ,  Idaho wi l l  have a Na tional 

Engineering Laboratory f i l led with over 5 , 0 0 0  sc ientists and 

engineers In every f i e l d .  The high tech jobs that wi l l  be 

created by the private Industry and Commerce needed to 

d e s i g n ,  manufacture, fabricate and d i s tribute the m u l t i tude 

of high tech products from these new mater i a l s ,  wi l l  sure l y  

a d d  another 25 , 00 0  high-tech jobs , i f  not 5 0 , 000 such j obs to 

Idah o .  When the industries using these new materia l s  are 

bu i l t  in Idaho they wi l l  hire scientists and engineers in a l l  

f ie l d s  and they wi l l  come from a l l over the world j u s t  as 

they did when S I l icon Va l ley was formed . These leaders in 

technology wi l l  have the experience and capab i l i ty in every 

f i e l d  and wi l l  be working with the INEL scienti fic research 

and engineering fac i l i ty because this i s  where the high 

technology of the new materi a l s  w i l l  beg i n .  They wi l l  create 

and support their own vast research and development community 

with investments ranging in the tens of Bi l l ions of Do l l ars . 
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The bene f l t s  to-Idaho are so great that i t  is inconceIvab l e  

tha t anyone wou l d  oppose t h I S  out stand i ng opportunlty .  On ly 

those who would l ock out progress and opportunity for 

our se lves and our ch i l dren ' s  future wou ld dare to oppose this 

wonder f u l  opportun ity . The INEL l S  the l argest base Idaho 

has upon WhICh to bu i l d  its high tech j ob base .  This high 

tech ba lance of capab i l ities can and wi l l  strong ly i n f l uence 

the future of Idaho and our Country . Idahoans wi l l  never 

have to worry about ch l ld ren going off somewhere e l s e  to 

rea l I z e  the education to reach their dreams and goa l s .  Idaho 

w l il not have a brain drain anymore because the h igh level 

j obs our c h i ldren dream of wi l l  be here in Idaho, not 

somewhere e l s e .  I f  w e  are going t o  improve our education 

system without bui l d i ng a high tech base o f  j ob s ,  we only 

I n s ure that our br ightest ch i l d ren wi l l  l eave Idaho to work 

e l sewhere .  ThIS  wou ld be a continued l os s  of our most 

treasured resource s .  

I n  the Idaho Batho l l th is t h e  l argest known deposits o f  

the rare earths - the yttrIum , Lanthanum , neodymium, etc . 

These e l ements are needed in the new age of superconducto r s ,  

super semi -conductor s ,  super computers , everyday automation 

and i nstrumentation , new mater i a l s  of the future, etc . ,  etc.  

I s  It not fitting - does it not make the most practi c a l  

common s e n s e  to demand t h a t  I d a h o  s e i ze this great 

opportunity to have the S I S  Proj ect at the INEL site? I t  

makes t h e  greatest common sense that a l l  o f  us - the 
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SCI e n t I s t s , eng Ineer s ,  bUS Ines smen , pol I t lc I a n s ,  

envIronmenta l I s t s , eco logIs t s , ant I -nuclear groups , teache r s , 

educators , farmers , l umbermen , mIners , commercial  peop l e ,  a l l  

Idahoans - JOIn together to demand that the Idaho Nat Ional 

Eng l neering Laboratory be establ Ished as the great.est 

SCIentIfIc fac i l Ity in the wor l d , dedIcated and capab l e  of 

per formIng a l l  of the techn ica l tasks to remove nuc lear war 

materIa l s  from an emerging peace f u l  wor l d .  The INEL fac i l l ty 

WI l l  deve lop a l l  the AVLIS proces s methodo logIes for new 5 . 28 . 6  
mater I a l s  I sotope sepa r a t Ion and combInation into new 

mater l a l s  needed to support a peaceful  techn o l ogical future . 

The present p l ans for the S I S  Project wou l d  result  In 

e mp l oyment for about 7 5 0  people wi th about 1 , 0 0 0  I n  the 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
support I nd u s t r I e s .  Th I S  means an annua l payro l l  of about 

SIxty Mi l l I o n  Do l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  the INEL and about Forty 

M I l l Ion Do l l a r s  In support Ind u s t r I e s . When the suggested 

expa n S Ion of creat I ng a hIgh-tech va l l ey from Idaho Fa l l s  to 

BOI se , proposed above IS  adde d ,  thls fIgure WI l l  l ncrease at 

least twenty-f Ive t I m e s .  Therefore , the tota l pro j ected 

annua l I ncome wou ld be more than $ 2 . 0  Bi l l Ion Do l l a r s  and 

I n  the next ten years would create about 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  new jobs 

Inc l ud l ng the support and service j obs on a l l  leve l s  of 

ski l l s  and profession s .  The Idaho S t a te tax revenue on t h i s  

l arge new pay r o l l a n d  new Indus t r I a l  and commercia l property 

wi l l  generate tax revenue In excess of the amount requested 

by the Governor for fund l ng educatIon I n  Idaho. We would 
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prC)F)Ose t h a t  t h I S  I S  the m d n n e r  by Wh I C h  I d a h o  cou l d  b U J l d  

t h �  exce l l e n t  Educa t I on S y s t e m  d e s c r I bed above a n d  h a v e  the 

f I ne s t  ba l ance o f  h l g h  t e c h n o l ogy w I t h  a n  upgraded 

a g r I c u l t u r e  I nd u s t r y , an I mproved l umber I n d u s try , a n d  an 

e n l a r ged and dynamIC m l n l ng I nd u s try . Let us a l l  J O I n  

together now I n  t h I S  wonderfu l oppor t u n i t y  b y  dema n d i n g  t h a t  

t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  be b U I l t  a t  t h e  INEL ! Then l e t  u s  work t o  

expand the S I S  Proj e c t  i n to t h e  peaceful u s e s  d e s c r I be d  

h e r e I n .  

W e  e a r n e s t l y  a s k  a l l  those who Opposed the b U I l d I n g  of 

the SIS Proj ect a t  the I N EL to recon S I de r  t h e I r  j udgeme n t s  

and J O I n  W I t h  U S  i n  s e I Z I n g  t h I S  oppor t u n I t y . L e t  us then 

e n l arge t h e  present scope of t h e  I NEL and t h e  SIS Proj ect t o  

become the m d j o r  R e s o u r c e  for P e a c e  i n  Amer l c a .  I d a h o  I S  a 

g r e a t  p l ac e  In w h i c h  t o  l I ve , l e t s  work together to make I t  

a n  even g r e a t e r  p l ac e  t o  l I ve for our se l ve s  and our ch I l d r e n . 

Oppor t u n I t I e s  t o  improve a S t a te ' s  we l l -b e i n g  s u c h  a s  the S I S  

P r o j e c t  come a l ong once I n  a l I f e t I m e .  Lets not waste i t  by 

shor t - S I g h te d  O P PO S I t Ion because of I t s nuc l e ar content - b u t  

I n s te a d  l e t  u s  w o r k  toge t h e r  WI t h  pOS I t i v e  I n t e l l Igence and 

b U I l d  a brIght peaceful f u t u r e  free of n u c l e a r  war mater I a l s .  

We need o n l y  the courage t o  J O I n  together t o  work for a 

peace f u l  wo r l d .  We c a n  b r I n g  every b l e S S i ng upon ourse l ve s  

a n d  o u r  S t a t e I f  we g I ve t h e  leader s h i p  f o r  peaceful U s e  of 

t h e  S I S  Proj ect . 

- 1 8  -

Let u s  j o i n  together t o  b r l n g t h e  H I g h  Tech Va l l e y  

t o  I d a h o .  Ca l l  ( 2 0 8 )  3 7 6 - 0 3 6 2  or wr I t. e  P .  O .  B o x  7 9 0 6 ,  

BOI s e ,  Idaho 8 3 7 0 7 .  
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FUr: THE HE (..)R I I'lG RECORD ON THE 

IJRAf--l E N V U\UNME.N"l{-lL I MF-'AC". 5-1 {4 1 EME: N I H)h: 

T�l� SPE:.C f AL I Su l UP� SEPARf\ r l ON PkUJ E L I @ I NEL_ 

BO I S E ,  I DAHu MARCH �6 , 1 988 

My na.ffie 1 s tH f r pd M .  Mc G l l  n s k y .  �oJh l l  e .[ h a v e  wor-ke>d and 
I l verl ne�r Namp a ,  I d a h o  f or t en year s ,  I have a l so l i v ed I n  
I d a h o  F a l l s  where f o r  e l g h t  vedra I wor �' e d  a s  a p h Y s i c l s t a t  

I NE L .  I J u t  on t h e  desert , t h �  SPER r P r o j e c t  p r ov I ded 

e m p l oyment f or �).b ou t  .t ()() of us. l.>Je were I n v o l v e d  I n  

c or, du c t l ng s a f e t v  s t u d ]  E" S  (In a var I et y o f  r e a c t or t yp e s .  I,.<Je 
d I d  t h a t  i n  some c ases b y  c a r e f u l l y  a p p r oa c h i n g  a n d . 

eventLI B l l y .  p x c eed l n g t h e  d a m a g e  ttlrpsh o l d s  f or E I ther 

r e a c t or components such a s  f ue l  rods a n d  assemb l I e s  or , I n  

sever n l  E,',: per l fTIfm t s  Wh I c h  haVE' r e c e I ved much p u b l l C. l t y wor- l d  
W I d e .  ev�n f or en t l r- e r e a c t o r s  t h emse l v e s .  Some o f  you m�y 
renlemher t h e d e s t r u c t i v e t es t I n g  o f  the Spert I reac t or I n  

i.. h p  m i d  1 '1'61) ' 5  I n  Wh l r. h  t h e  r e a r: t nr was l n t en t 'i on a l l v  " b l own 

u p " . l W l C P a l ong ser l PS of c a r pf u l l y  c r a f t e d  e : : p e r l men t s ,  

e a c h  mar-e severo t h a n  a l l  t h o s e  b ef ore , r. u l m l n a t ed I n  

super-c r l t l f". .::� l , sF l f l l flu t l n g .  e:� p l o s l v e t es t s �",ti l c h  m e l t E:'d 

f u e l  assemb l i e s ,  e x p e l l ed w a t er f r om t h e  r e a c t o r  cores I n t o  

t h e a t mosph er e ,  and sever l y  dcimaged t h e  r e ac t or I t s e l f .  

Our m I S!:, l on I n  t h e s e  e;: p er l me n t s  w a s  t o  p r ov I d e e : : p e r l ment a l  
d a t a  !,oJh i  c h  c ou l d  b e  u s e d  t o  t es t  c a l c u l a t I on a l  mod e l s b e I n g  

d e v e l oped f or p r ed l c t l n q a n d  d e s c r i b i n g t h e  b e h a V i o r  of 
r � � c t o r s  Wh I C h  m I gh t depart f r om normal t o  aC C i d e n t  

con r h t l on s .  I.<Je were a l ar q l?  p or t i on of t h e  Atom i C  Enerqy 
Commi s s I on ' s  total r e ac t or s R f et y st lldy p r o g r a m .  

1 h a ve b o t her-ed t o  men t I on a l  L nf t h I S a t t h i S  h ear l n q on l y 
b ec a u s e  1 t t- e l  a t e s  to one of t wo c o n c e r n s  I w i sh to a d d r p s!'...:, 

I n  r.on j un c t l(':H1  "1 1 t h t h e  SpeC i a l I so t op e S e p er a t � on p r- o J ec t .  
I t  mi.� y h e l p  u s  t h l n�; c r i t i c a l l y  about work a n d  working and 

j ob s ,  Wh I C h  h a v e  a l l b pan ment i oned a s  I mp o r t a n t  reasons for 
enr.ouraq i n q the c o n s t r uc t I on of t h e  SIS Pr n J e � t  at the I N� L .  

HDWpVpr" � I t  l S  n o t  erlouqh t o  b e  wor·� I n g f or- w or k l n q '5 sc:\�· e .  

I t  1 '>  n ot onouqh t o  h a ve a l o b .  W e  must b r l n q  t h o s e  j ob s t o  
I d aho Wh l c tl a l l ow u s  t o  d o  wor � t h a t  I S  I mpor-t ant t o  d o .  We 

h av e  the p o t ent i a l t o  wor-� I n  ways t h a t  not on l y  en h an c e our 

l I v es In a monetary sense but t h at a l so m a k e  the l i ve s  of 

n t h er s  bet" t p. r- . Our � .... or- � s h ou l d  r e su l t  I n  ac h l ev l n g proqr-ess 

t o w a r d  wor t h wh I l e  g oa l s  Wh I C h ac t u a l l y  e n h a n c e  t h e  I l ve� of 

o t h e r s  cJ.S w e l l a s  t h ose who W i l l  l I v e af t e r  u<:; on t h I S 

bf�iHt t l t u l  p l a net . I� f e w  I l l u s t r- a t l on s  of J ob s  wh i c h f a l l  I n  

t h l �  r o q a r- d  w i l l  m a k e  my p o i n t  more c l ea r . 

Page 

E X AMPL� 1 :  rh e Na:: 1 q lt a r- d s  who m � r s h � l l pd J ew s  l n t o  

I n C J ner i�t nr s <'\t f-)u5chwl t.:, a n d  E" l s�!,ojhpr-p d l l r J n g l'JW ) 1  wer f? 

t h e  p a yr o l l b u t  none of us , I stJspec t , wou l d  � n v y  t h nm 
b e c a U S E? 0-1 t h e  nature of t h P l t �·Jor � .  It J A c f. ed worwtl l l p  

purpose . . •  W3S mor a l l y  c o r r up t .  

E-_ XAMPL E-_ :;::" : l.>Jh l l e most D f  u s  h e l l Fve I n  t.hp t r ee t::?: : r> r p s s l on 

of l cjpas arId are t o l e r a n t  of t. h o s p  W i t h  v i ews q U i t e  

d i f f er e n t  f r- om 8 u r  own , we E"ar.tl t en d  t o  d r a w  t tl e  I l n p at 
s o m e  p O l n t. .  pvr.:n If I f: C.Ds t c, U ' ';  t o  d o  "O n .  l.Je t f' ncj t o  

p.>:er r. I ', E?  <su e h  r E" s t r " c ;\l n t  at t h £? �. t a t p  l evE'1 t aD : !,ojl t r H..' S<.::', t h Q 

r e l u c t a n � c  to per m i t  .1 s t � t e  r u n  l o t t rr y as � m e � n s  to 

� r ea t f? b O t tl r�vpnup � n d  J o b s .  A n d  how m � n y  D f  us w ou l d  

encouraqe ,; a y . l r:-?q a l l ;:: p d  C1i"\mb.L l n q  or" l eq a l l ;;: ed p r o s t l t \ l t l on 

I n  I d aho or p r- oC l c.n m l n q  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s h ou l d  bE'come a 
we l c om i n g h a v e n  f or Nen-Na ;;: l s � 1et a n y  of thesE' . I t  c ou l d  be 

�rguE' d , nl l q h t.  b r I n g  nrl.-J b u <;. ] nesse s , j ob s  and I n c o m e  to h p l p 

r- e l l e ve our s t 21 t e ' s  f l n i:\n c l a l  n eed s"" Not ma n y C1f u s .  I 

s u s p e c t  "10\ 1 ]  d b�l l pve WE? s h o u ]  d c r e a t e  t h e se SOl\ r- c es of 

I n come I n  I d a h o .  l h erc a r- �  some t h l n q s  Wh l C h w� woul d n o t  

d o .  We n e p d  l n com� , y p s .  We w a n t  J ob s  a r I d  t h p  l n d e p e n d e n c e  

t h a t  c omes f r om wor � · 1  n q , you b e t  ( B u t  W ! ?  need t o  b e  proud 0+ 
our spl ves and o u r  wor � , t o o  • 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  I d ea of b U l l d l n q t h e  S I S  Pr o j e c t  I S  n o t  
one t h e  c a n h o n E's t l y  f l ] l  u s  W i t h  p r i d e ,  t h ough I t  c�r' b e  
a r g u e d  I t  wou l d b r l n q  d o l l a r s  I n t o  t h e  s t a t Q  • . •  l l � e 

l eq a l l :.: e d  q a mb J l n q or prost l t. u t l on c 01 d d .  J--is f eW as J �. no!,oJ ,  

t h e  w o r- f  b e l r1 g  done a t  t h e  S I t e  dur I n g m y  d � y s  o f  wor � l n q 

t h ere w�s r � l a t ed t o  t h e  peAc e f u l  use� ot � h e  � t om .  [ h e  S I S  

wou l d  depar t s l g n l t i c an t l y  f r om t h a t .  

I ' m q l ad t h a t  I d l d n t h2.vr t o  e":: p l a l fl t h a t  I h a d  h E\ l p e d  I n  

t h �  " Bu l l d l n q n f  t r I Q C1 � r s  f or n uc l ear- b o m b s  Wh I C h  � l l l  

peop l p " t o  answer those t w o  d � Ll q h t 0r s  o f  m l n Q w h o  Ltsed t o  
meet m e  a s  1 qot of f t h p  b u s  f r  o m  t h E? d e s e r t  .::\nd a s f  m e  w h c:lt 
I h.'-l.d d o n r? that day. I c 2t n  t. h l n � ·  o f  n o  answer- thC\t c O L l l d  b e  
q l v�n t r u t h f u l l y  a b o u t  t h e  nQeri f or an p. v e n  l ar q er st oc f p l l e 
of bomh s ,  e s p PE l a l l y  a s  we c on t l n u p  to n Q q o t ] � t E' t Gr t u r t h e r  

r ed uc t l 0n ,-,; . T h pre a r- e  d o ;;: e n s  of SC I en t i f i c  q UF:st l on s cd: 
c r- I t l C c'l] I mp or· t c'lncp t o  1Tt<"I n ' r.:, ,� ur V l Vi:\ 1 on t h l �� p l anet �" " J c. h  
a r p  nc)t b p l n q  p u r s u e d  b e c duse of a ) � c �  ot flJnd t n q .  A n d  how 

c a n  !,ole t h I n k  of s p e> n d l n q  p r e c l O U S  t a: :  d D l l ar s  on �'i C'\ r h ec1. d s  

t h e  f ac e  of t h e  s h or t a q e s f dc e d  b y  t h e  h o m e l ess peop l e  

l I V i ng I n  t h e  s t r eet s'":' "T h e r e  I S  nr' ":",e n S E? <"I n d  1i 0  p r I d e I n  
t h a t . 

I .  f or o n e ,  �m even a s h a m � d  t h a t  W� f l n d  our s � l v e s  her e 
today h a v l n g  to pr-nteet our s e l ves f r om s u c h  m I s d I r e c t ed 

i n t �n t l on on t h � p a r t  of our qovernmpn t .  l h a t  I Q a d s  d i r e c t l y  
t o  my second m a j or concer n .  

F-" c1.g e  

3 . 3 . 1  
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Mv h o p e .  =� � ou r s e . 1 5  � n at y o u  wno �re c h ar g ed W l � n  t h es e  

p r O C � 5 5 e 5 . a r e  S I n c e r e I n  w l s n l n q  t o  n e a r  f r o m  t he p ub l I C  I n  

or d er � o  D e � t er m a � . e  t h e  b e s t  d ec 1 5 1 �n on b en a l �  of a l l e n e  
p e op l e  l �  � u r  COl�n t r v .  I � d m l t t o  b e l n q  5 ) e p � l C a 1  a D O U �  � h a t  
tholJ o h . - � 2  r e � s o n  f or m v  s � e p t l � 1 5 m I S  t h e  D r a f � 

E " ': l l'" orIlT,er :' -:c, l  I fllP -E.' c t  ;;;:· t a t :?ment I t se! � �·m l c n I hE,'.-e .- c a d  

<: ':<.>" e -t 'J l \ "· ,  z;. n d  \·J n l c h  I S  n o t , 1 r e p e ;; t . 1'.3 No r 2" ,  ,-,n D l 2' : e'J 
d O � L ' m e n �  �5 1 b e l l ev e  I t  s n o u l d h S \ " 8  seen , I n  o r d e r  to best 
5 2 "- ' ( e  tr,e :Jub l l ': I n ter(:,s't . 1-:Co'C h �r- . I t  -. s I n t ",?n'C on f l r c l ng 
t n e  I I�EL '":. r, e  oest pI a c e  to c on st r uc t -:: ':E' p t - r.:u ec: t .  Th I S  

not good SCIenc e ,  a s  w e  2. 1 1 deser- '.lE .  I t  1 S:  p o r l . -t,,,, r T e l  

0 0 1 1 t l = 5 ,  p ' J r e  and s i mp l e .  o f f er e d  ' 5  S C I e n c e .  

I s m  n o �  � r ou d  t h £ t  our v er n men t s emc l o yees n a �e l et � h at 
h a p p e n , Ncr c a n  I u n d er nd how OLlr g o v e r n m e n t  o � i l c l a l s  

WOU l d  t � ! n l  I t  c on S C l on 0 t o  h a v e  wr I t t en t h e  D I SCLAI MER 
wh I C h a p c e a r 3  on tne In I e c o v er oi �he d o c u m en t , w h a t 
t r u t h s , wn et t r us t , I f  n ,  c a n  t h �r e CG t h en I n  any of t n e  
I n + or m a � i on we 3 r e  aE � ec 0 e v a l u a t e �  An d WI th no 
S E E u r a n C 9 E  of a c c u r a c y  n or c o m p l e t e n e s 5  of s t a t emen t s  w l t n l n 
t n e  d oc um en t . one c � n  hone s t l y  a s �  " Wh a t  g o o d  I S l � � "  Ana 

�no�her � ue5 t l on l ocms � " �na� c o n c l U S I ons m l g n t  we D e  ao l e  

t o  d r a w  wn l c n  s h o u l d  b �  t � f en s er l ou s l / I n  th i S  or�ceS5 
T h ,} s .  m y  5 f ep t l c l s m aoout � h e  5 er l 0� 5 � e 5 5  o t  t h e  wn o l e  

i nop� v c �  e q u a l l y  emo a r r a s s e d  a r c  do n o t  l e t t h i S  

c h ar ade q c  
w a E  � �- � � ' t h o r  o i  s 8 " e r a l  p ub l l C 3 t l Qn e  d e sc r l D l r g t n e 

e �, c t or ::'2,": e >: �/ �',or f "  "'E � .... ere a c i n g  ,,=,"1: ;: ,-' 02 S i t ,:? I 2 ;: s ur e 'lOLl 
n ? t  � c c ur 2 C " a n a c o m p l eteness w e r e  cur g o a l s  I n  wr I t I n g and 
r � d u c l n g o u b l l c a t l on s  � or s h ar I n g our e � f o r � �  w l � h  t h e  

e g u l s t l n g � n d  S C l en t l � l C  commun i t I e s w h O  a e p e n a e d  on o u r  

� ", o r f  • 
Y e s .  ! d �n �  � eed 5 Jobs �nd emp l oy men t � c p o r t u n l t l e5 .  Sut we 

n eed a l s o  � o D e  non es t  w l t n our s e l �es � c o u t  our I n � 2n t l on s  

a n d  o u r  mO� l ve s .  We m u s t  b e  a b l e  � o  ] � 5t ) f y  t h e  e : p e n d l t u r e s  

a �  s c ar e ?  "::. 3 ; '  d o l l ar s  a �  c n e  l o c a l . :: � :::,te  a n d n a � l on a l  

l e \' e l s .  �e m0st b e  a b l e  � o  l Oa f  ou r E e l � e 5  a n d  o u r  c n l l d r e n  
O l r e c t l y  l �  � h e e v e  and Q P  orOIJd 0+ � n �  c n o l c e s  we h a ve m a d e  

I n  2.l l oc =" t ! n l? p r e c l ol_I S  r e S OI_l r c '2S . � ,  E L..-:.... I C::'H d o l l: ::-, �- s t o  D '.J l l c  

� � e  5 1 5  l �  I a a n o  or � n y w n e r e  a �  t � l � : l m e c anna� t e  
e ;  ;:: ) ':, l n e8 . I n  t h e  f ac e  o f  T 2!r m eo r e ;.:,' .;.,-s,= , nq r ,!::'<::d s .  -,"here a r e  
m � r ' J o b e  t h � t  w e  c cu l a  b - l r q t o  ! d 2 n � ,  � v e n  � o  I � � n o  s 

I ��L . t �at are wor t h  d O l n q .  L t :: w�r . � Q '� � r �  t h E �  a n d  

::, '=' 1 0  1': . , 8  ·- l S f ::  o f  t r u c l l ni1 p " . .'t:or' l '_',T! � c r o s = ou ... r, q " �"';:;V3 , 
=,� ,:::"c ::: l d \: r � 2:! J  r c· l e.,1 <, I::'" cf I n !  T e" I e:  s '_'e: 
l ,-''=. =, ,::,r, ? �  - '2 ,:;\ C ' i  r, u r Cl e n r:� 8  <;;>1'1'/1 '_'Jn mr:r' + .  e, n !. ': t o  ,=-Or:; "=' t',e 

s t o c h p l l e  of n u c l e a r w e a p o n s  WE' � r e  t r y l n q  hard t o  

e l l m l n a t � .  

1 . 1  Ye£ , stop t h i S  C h a r ad e ,  p l e a s e . 

T h a n k  'lOLl. 

[ 2 6 0  

£>1. ), , '6 / '+ -::Ll.o C  
S I S  T es t i mony 
M a r c h  2 6 .  1 9 8 8  

My name i s  H e i d i  Read a n d  I a m  opposed t o  t h e  cons t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S I S  

p r o j ec t .  

The sole purpose o f  t h i s  p r oposed f a c i l i ty i s  t o  r e f i n e  weapons g r ade 

p l u t o n i u m  for use in a nuc lea r a r s e n a l  a l r ea d y  poised to dest roy the 

e a r t h  over a nd over a nd over a ga i n .  The d e s t r u c t ive poten t i a l  o f  o u r  

a l ready e x i s t i ng stoc k p i l e o f  weapons m u s t  ca l l  eve r y  pe rson w h o  loves 

l i fe o n  t h i s  beaut i f u l  planet t o  t h e  work o f  r e c l a i m i n g  true g l ob a l  

sec u r i t y  const ructed o f  coope r a t i o n  and mutual u nd e r s t a nd i n g  r a t h e r  

t h a n  the sec u r i ty b l a n k e t  o f  nuclear  w a r heads w h i ch we a r e wa k i ng u p  

t o  f i nd a n  uncomfo r t a bl y  i nsecure subs t i t u t e .  

Even those s t i l l  d e r i v i ng com f o r t  f r om t h e  n u c l e a r  a r sena l s  feel we 

have more than enough pluton i u m .  T h e  W h i t e  House a n d  the Depa r tment 

o f  Energy i s sued a j o i n t  press release o n  Feb r u a r y  1 7  o f  this year 

s t a t i n g  that adequate suppl ies o f  p l u t o n i um f o r  f u t u r e  defense needs 

a l r eady e x i s t  w i thout the development o f  the S I S ,  DOE Sec r e t a r y  

H e r r i ngton , spea k i ng b e f o r e  the Depa r tment o f  I n t e r i o r  a n d  Related 

Age ncies Comm i t tee hea r i ng on the 1 9 8 9  appropr i a t ions a ss e r ted i n  

Feb r u a r y ,  - P l u t o n i u m .  We ' r e awash i n  p l u t o n i u m .  We have more 

p l u t o n i um than we need , - There is � j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

cons t r u c t i o n  o f  a dange r o u s  and d e a d l y  f ac i l i ty i n  o u r  s t a t e .  

I a m  proud t o  b e  a n  Idahoan and I a m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  opposed t o  the i dea 

o f  a n  SIS he r e .  I feel the many facets o f  the S I S I  t h r e a t  t o  the 

e n v i ronment have not been adequa t e l y  cons i de r ed . 

4 . 1 3 
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The t h r e a t  to the pr ime wa t e r  source and the r i ch so i l  a r e  hei ghtened 

6 . 1 . 4 by the h i story of e a r thquake and volca n i c  act i v i t y  in t h i s  a r e a .  

5 . 2 9 . 85 I r e ject t h e unconscionable t r anspo r t a t ion of toxic wastes on our 

pub l ic h i ghway s .  

I n  add i t i on,  t h e  S I S  promi ses i ncreased dang e r s  o f  a i r  pol lut ion a t  

6 . 1 . 5 INEL and attendant hea lth hazards posed to the s u r round i n g  community 

in te rms of t h e increased cancer rates , h i g h e r  mo r t a l i ty rates , lung 

d i sease an d o t h e r  s ta t i s t ical l y s i g n i f icant problems that have been 

ex pe r i enced a t  o t h e r  DOE s i t e s .  

2 . 7 . 8  
On a b r oader s ca l e ,  I feel t h e D E I S  � i d  not pay adequate a t t e n t i o n  to 

the fact that the even tual use o f  the nuclear wa r heads that the S I S  

would h e l p  c r eate would have catas t r ophic a n d  lethal effect o n  our 

ent i r e  e n v i ronme n t .  When we suppo r t  the mac h i n e r y  of death with our 

t ax  dol l a r s ,  our land , and even our passive lack of opposi tion; we 

must be prepared to deal w i t h  the results of a nuc lear holocaust and 

the loss of all that we hold dea r .  

I a m  par t icula r l y  concerned that the p r oblem o f  was te d i sposal has not 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 4  been adequately addressed . New Mexico ' s  waste Isolat ion Pilot Pla n t , 

the DOE ' s  hope f or a place to s af ely house the nuclear wastes f r om the 

5 . 30 . 2 . 1  S I S ,  has sprung a leak and t h i s  fa i l u r e ,  i n  the absence of other DOE 

6 . 1 . 8 

a l t e r n a t i v e  plans , could leave Idaho the dumpi ng ground for the e n t i r e  

nat ion ' s  plutonium-waste , w i t h  a noxious a n d  t e r r i fy i ng radioactive 

l i fe of over 2 ¥, 0 0 0  yea r s .  How many o f  us would l i ke t o  vacation near 

t he Chernobyl acc ident site? Why should we want to impo r t  a fac i l i ty 

pregnant w i t h  s i m i l a r  d i saster to our back y a r d ?  The 7 5 0  jobs for a 

total of 7-8 yea r s  a r e  a laughable bene f i t  when compa red to 2 4 , 0 0 0  

yea r s  of r a d i oact ive tap wate r ,  r ad ioac t i v e  campg round s ,  rad ioac t i v e  

Idaho spuds.  

remember d r i v i ng t h r ough I daho i n  the m i d- ' 6 0 ' s ,  a n  easterner 

d r i n k i n g  in the bea u t i f u l  emp t i ness and wild wes t  wonde r .  S t i n k e r  

Stations h a d  placed huge b i l l boards o u t  i n  t h e  m i ddle o f  nowhe re w i t h  

unadorned messages l i ke : - I daho sageb rush . Take some home to your 

mot h e r - i n-Iaw . -

Anot h e r  s i g n  i n  a for saken spot w i t h  nothing but t h e  r hythmica l l y  

d ipping phone l i nes to k e e p  a t ra v e l e r  company a n nounced : -LOnely 

Hea r t s  Club Picnic Area . - I bel ieve t h e  SIS could make that last s ign  

t r agically t r ue for all of I da h o .  

I s t a n d  for a n  I daho w i t h  a s a f e  and healthy f ut u r e .  I stand aga i n s t  

const ruction o f  the S I S .  

Heid i Read 
5 5 3 1  Lynwood Place 
Boise , Idaho 8 3 7 0 6  

1 . 1  
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E't-/'U'bit alol 

Department of Energy Hearing 
Draft Environmental Impact S t a t ement 
Spec i a l  I s o t op e  Separat i on Project 

March 26, 1988 
Boi s e ,  Idaho 

Susan Eas t l ake 
1 1 07 Nort h 1 8t h  Street 
Boi s e ,  ID 83702 

Thank you for a l l owing me an oppo r t u n i t y  to exp r e s s  my vi ews 
on t h i s  important t op i c . 

I am a cert i f i ed pub l i c  accoun t a n t . I am mar r i ed . I have 
t h r e e  t een-aged c h i ldren . My husband, Bi l l ,  is an economist 
for the Idaho Department o f  Wat e r  Resourc e s . My B o n  Dane 
t urned 1 6  t h i s  month and r e g i s t ered for the dra ft . He and my 
1 9  year old daugh t er , Li e s l , wi l l  vot e t h i s  year i n  t h e i r  
f i r s t  pres ident i a l  e l ec t i on . M y  family h a s  l ived i n  Idaho 
s i nc e  1 969 . We have worked and s t ud i ed and played i n  Idaho . 

We f i s h  t h e  Boi s e  River , t h e  Pay et t e  Rive r ,  t h e  Henry ' s  Fork 
o f  the Snake River , S i lver C r e ek ,  t h e  Big Wood River , and 
many others . We walk and ski the h i l l s  o f  Boi s e  and McCal l  
and Ketchum and I s land Park. Our t ri p s  t o  Yel l owstone Park 
or I s land Park or t h e  Henry ' s  Fork are always trave l l ed by 
way of Highway 20 t hr ough t h e  Idaho desert and Arc o .  We 
oft en discuss t h e  ama z i ng fact t hat Arco was t h e  f i r s t  c ity 
i n  t h e  world l ighted by nuclear power . It always reminds me 
o f  t h e  incredibl e accomp l i shmen t s  that we human b e i ngs have 
made t oward improving t he qua l ity o f  l i f e .  

The poss ibi l i ty that t h i s  Idaho c ity may b e  seen by future 
genera t i ons a s  the s i t e  o f  a nuc l ea r  weapons produc t i on 
fac i l i ty makes me very sad . From t h e  h eighth of human 
accomp l i shment to t h e  depth of human deva s t at i o n ,  a l l  w i t h  
t h e  s a m e  sma l l  a t o m  and t h e  s a m e  small I d a h o  t own . 

I ask t h e  D�partment of Energy to prevent t h i s  tragic 
occurrenc e .  P l e a s e  s e l ect t h e  " n o  act i on "  a l t ernat ive . 
Al l ow Arco t o  remain a monument to t h e  peaceful u s e  of t h e  
atom . 

�� 
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A STATEMENT IN OPPO S I T I O N  TO TilE CONSTHUCTION 

OF A SPEC I A L  I SOTOPE SEPARATOR I N  I DAIIO BY 

ROBERT H, CAMPBELL 

2 1 1 9 SUNSET 
BO I S E , I DAIIO 83702 

I am t e s t i f y i n g  before you tonight because I oppose the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  The Department o f  Energy ' s  S pe c i a l  Isotope 

Separator in Idaho , o r  anywhere e l se , for t ha t  m a t t e r . 

I f i nd i t  unconscionable t h a t  you would e v e n  consider 

producing more weapon-grade plutonium when we a l r eady have 

enough to destroy the world many t imes o ve r .  

The few hundred j o b s  t h i s  r e l a t i ve l y  s h o r t  t e rm project 

would create for Idaho or any other area pa l e s  in s i g n i f i 

cance when compared t o  t h e  po t e n t i a l  f o r  d i saster a n d  de 

s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  is be i n g  considered here . 

The fact t ha t  t h e  I . N . F .  Treaty would provide a reserve 

o f  p l u t o n i um from our d i sma n t l e d  nuclear warheads is reason 

enough for ma k i n g  t h e  S I S  compl e t e l y  unnecessa r y . Th i s  

proj e c t , i n  m y  o p i n i o n , i s  counter -produc t i ve t o  world peace 

and t h r e a t e n s  the q ua l � t y  o f  l i fe we c u r re n t l y  e n j o y  in t h i s  

bea u t i ful s t a t e  o f  Idaho . 

The Department o f  Energy has not proven t h e y  can ade

quately guarantee t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  pro j e c t  e i t h e r . Just a 

look a t  t h e i r  s a f e t y  record at o t he r  desi gn and production 

fac i l i t i e s  is bone c h i l l i n g .  

You can I t make me be l i eve t ha t  we need anymore weapon

grade pluton i um t o  protect t h i s  great na t i o n . When wi l l  t he 

U n i ted S t a t e s  e v e r  use t h e  1 20 TONS of weapon-grade p l u t o n 

i um a 1  reildy 1 n e x i s t e n c e ?  NEVER , I hope . 

MARCil 2 6 ,  1 98 8  
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March 26,  1988 
Statement Against Proposed C onstruc tion of the Special I sotope Separation 

Pro j e c t  at I daho Engineering Laboratory or Anywhere E I s e l  

I ,  A thena Evans-C ampbell of 2119 Suns e t ,  Boise Idaho oppose the 

Department of Ener�y ' s  construction of the Special I sotope Separation 

Plant. cannot see logical reasoning for continued production of 

pl utonium when the United States c urrently has at least 120 tons in 

stock-piled weapons and storag e .  

A recent N ewsweek magazine article of March 14,  1 988 , entitled 

"The Plutonium Factor" examined the serious operati onal and enviromental 

problems plaguing the Savannah River plutonium producing plant in South 

C arol ina. There i s  particular concern over waste c ontamination seeping 

into their underground aquifer which suppl i e s  drinking water for South 

Carolina and several surrounding states . We too , rely on the Snake River 

Aquifer for our drinking water. 

I do(mot bel ieve their i s  a safe method o f  c ontaining or storing 

plutonium waste products for 20 , 000 years . I see the transportation 

of radioactive wastes across our highways as incredibly dangerous-

accidents do happen--can we afford this potentially harmful or evenly 

deadly risk? I say no , the risks are to high and too dangerous and 

the supposed need unwarranted and unnecessary . 

In l ooking toward a future for ourselves and generations to come 

produc t i on of plutonium i s  a self defeating measure in efforts toward 

peac e .  

TJ-:(,'f1NOf,() (; Y  

The Plutonium Factor i 
We're awash in the stuff---�� why risk problems? I 
ThC situatIOn Illlgl.lt be rom,c(ll-.i� i
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slill further Carolina and �rvf'fal olher SUIlc!> Pnt 

Al thl' saml' tlllll', sajrty concrrlls havl' WluUield, IJO";';;aSSL�k'\(\t rnall,lgpr jorl'lI 
forccd all hul or1!' of the Departtnent of vlronnwnt,�rl'ty and hl'alth nt llw plnnl. l 

���
r
�;

'
;I:�;

r
���r�

t
'��:�'��:)�'��r:

l
i�;gp�:��: :�i�I����� ��::�

e
l� 

I
;O;;��

ll
��� 

'
�;')�:::;c��(� I Tht tnd product; Warhca<L� ro:;::�";fX"'� 

���:;;�u�;r:�t�
I
�'�O���

I
�!�'�!�

II
�o�;� ���W;��

l
r
t
�a���t�,I��t

l
��I

I
��� �:���u����� I from .obsolele WC3poJIlS, �IVLng DOE a vast 

?��;=��r��I:
r
t�u;��n�:�n ���[:;o

t
�����;�� �f� t

t
�e

p
;�������w��:�

r
:rni����i���

e
ul; I �1����

I
���: ������l��������;��;:n

a
i� 

sclentl�ldor Du Pont, wbich runs the faeil- own people," says Sen John GI!'nn, one of ! urn slockpded III weapoJns, 10 more \.ons III 
ItyforOOE,d,scov('redy('tanothererrorln S('v{'ral lawmakers scekmJ: tl�hter con· stora�e and an additional 10 lonSlll avaLl· 
the neat calcul(ltlon� "It wa.<; a clear siR- troIs at th(' DOr: planls. I able scrnp H('tiring about 500 warheads 
nOli," �<ud one government Investigator, Sluw d.t.ly: Doc5 th(' natlOn really )wed undl'r the INF' aJ:r('{'ment could supply 2 
"thattheYHreconcE'rncddownthercabout I the plul.QnlulII Savannah [tlver IS produc· [11ore tons, the START accord could Yield 
the ability of the emergency core coohng : ing? DOt; supply·and df'fIlatld fit:"llrE'S are yet another 15tons,lly�ontrast,theSav3n. 
sysl<'m\.oconiam<lcaL'lStropim'accirlenl." : classlfil'd But Thomas Cochran. coauthor rmh RlvE'r reacLorprovlliesonlyaboutone
Given the pluLomum �\!rplu�, CritICS say It I of thE' Nucll'ar Wl'apons J)at'lh(�)k, I'!>l!. 
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March 28 t 1 98H 
My name is Leila Ne i l s o n .  I ' m  a homemak e r ,  m o t h e r  a n d  grand
m o tne r .  

I ' m  strongly opposed to p u t t i n g  the 3 . 1 . S .  pro j e c t  a t  l N E L  o r  
anyplace . 1 .  • •  We don ' t  need i t .  We have an abundance o f  plutonium, 
m o re than e n o ugh for the forseeable future . 

2 . . •  It ' s  a waste o f  roone y , since we d on ' t  need it in the first 
place . 

3 • • •  It would be geo graphizally unsafe . It ' s  a well known fact 
that tne IN�L is situated in a potentially active earthquake 
and v olcanic location. 

4 . . •  The e c onomic impact o f  an accident or e v e n  the rumor o f  an 
at;cident would be d e v e s tating, to Idaho. 

5 . • •  There 18 no safe place t o  store the waste . Since the New 
Mexico facility will most l ikely be abandoned because o f  leaking 
groundwa t e r ,  the waste would have to be stored at lNEL, a d d ing 
220 metric tons o f  waste to tne already leaking m e s s  presently 
stored a t  the site , which the l NEL hasn ' t  been able to properly 
deal with f o r  the past 20 years . 

6 • . •  It would further contam inate the Snake Hiver aquifer, 
which is o u r  l l.fe I S blood . s upplying water for crops , live
stock and drinkl.ng wa ter for count l e s s  c i t ies and towns. 

', • • •  There ia much concern about transporting the plutonium 
to and from S . l . S .  via trucks traveling au our h ighway s ,  es
pe c ially conside ring tne numerous accidents alread� involving 
radioactive material s .  

SAil ,!!Q T O S . I . S .  ! ! ! !  

It is economically waste ful , imprac tical , immora l , env iron
mentally unsafe , irro s p o n a i  ble and unjust! fie d .  

�� 71 /7 . 
L/ /  � 
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Exfu '6 a - � lO b  
March ? A ,  1 !)$$ 

�ly name is Diane Schiffler. I ' m  here today in opposition to 

the proposed SIS. Enere;y Secretary John Herrillgton haeo made 

the decis ion to uuild the SIS. Yet. he slates lhal the nation 

<tlready has too much plutonium. Is l nt this a n  interesting 

cont radiction! 

1 have many que5t ions concerning tht� �l[; proposal .  Hainly_ 

'/hy do we need nlore plutonium �Ihen there is already an 

Cl.bundance? iThy i5 the DUL corwidcring mEL as t.he preferred 

5ite for building t,his project. when there is such a risk of 

wastes leaking into our precious aquifer? Why i5 the DOE 
saying there will be 440 new jobs creat.ed but in actuality 

these jobs will be temporary jobs lasting only 7 or 8 years? 

How can the5e expert5 say there is negligble risks when any 

accident could be potentia lly dangerous? 

How can we ,8.:; moral, peace-loving people , accept such a 

proposal? � 

1 . 1  

4 . 2 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 5  

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 7  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 2  

5 . 1 . 4 2 



I--' 
� 
I') 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

6 . 2  

1 . 1  

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1 0  

2 . 7 . 8  

3 . 4  

[ 2 6 7  

The decision o f  whether or not t o  accept t h e  SIS in Idaho, 
whould not b e  based merely o n  t h e  question o f  jobs, national 
d e f ense o r  a much needed I shot-in-th-arm' to our s t a t e ' s  
e c o nomy. Nor should i t  be based o n  the miriad o f  long term 
advantages o n  which proponents would have us concentrate. 

This decision must no t b e  and cannot b e  made only by those who 
live near the si t e ,  need jobs and or believe they would benefit 
by t h e  presence o f  SIS. No , t h i s  decision must b e  made by ALL 
o f  u s .  The people in power in Washington and i n  Boi s e ,  who 
are e l e c t e d  to represent us--to vote the will of the people-
are in an emotional tug-o r-war. They have a l o t  of unput 
from those who would gain i n  t h e  short run ! They need more 
input from those of us sho are opposed t o  SIS. How do we 
provide this? We ' n e twork ' . Everyone of you can contact at 
least ten p e o p l e .  Friends, neighbors, aquaintan c c s  and ask 
them to c o n t a c t  at l e a s t  ten more people. The challenge, 
t h e  question i s  t hi s :  Does this ' possible j o b ,  this ' possible' 
boos t t o  our e c o nomy really mean so much that we can want t o  
p r o v i d e  m e a n s  t o  p r o d u c e  the most horrible v e h i c l e  0 f total 
destruction ever divised??? Do e s  t h e  end justify t h e  means?? 
We mus t take responsibility ! A responsible citi zenary must 
consider just WHAT i s  being propo sed ! Our survi val and 
ul timately the survival o f  the Earth depends upon i t .  

I t  i s  time t o  say NG ! Nuclear science has advanced mankind ' s  
progress immeasurably. The price i s  tremendous. Aside from 
dollars, t h e  price is the accumulation of nuclear waG te. What 
d o  we do wi t h  it? What are t h e  far reaching e f f e c t s  of storing 
it? What d o  we do when ' things' go wrong? Are negative 
e f f e c t s  reversable? We have already seen illnesses and death 
to our Earth, its creatures, its peopl e ,  i t s  aqui fer and i t s 
atmosphere . Nuclear Energy, for peac full use is tough enough 
t o  deal wi t h ,  i n  terms of protecting Earth and its inhabitants. 

Now, we are being asked, here i n  Idaho, t o  make possible the 
building of components for nuclear BONBS ! How far must we go? 
How much nuclear wast! can our earth store? Our curators d.o 
n o t  know, with certainty, how t o  handle that waste and admi t t edly 
d o  not have acceptable answers. How much indidious destruction 
do we Human Beings want to inflict upon our Nother Earth? Must 
we utilize nuclear science in ALL i t ' s  powerful appl i c a tions? 
Must we use it to make bombs? --Nuclear BOMBS--for t h e  purpose 
of KILLING? Killing anything that happens to live? 

I t  i s  said that this i s  a det errant to war. If t h e s e  end products 
of, SIS are buil t ,  i t  follows wi t h  grim c ertain ty, they will b e  
u s e d .  I t  i s  t i m e  to say NO ! Mankind must say no ! NO to S I S ! 
- - n o t  here, n o t  anywhere ! We must direct our energi c s ,  toward 
Peaceful application 0 f this awesome power. 

b"Y/u» {/7J;d .. �.---J 
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SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DEIS) 

REGISTRATION FOR ORAL PRESENTATION 

D MARCH 2 5 ,  1988 IDAHO FALLS , IDAHO 

D MARCH 26,  1988 BOISE , IDAHO 

D MARCH 28 , 1988 TWIN FALLS , IDAHO 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN ORAL PRESENTATION ON THE DE IS AND HAVE NOT 
ALREADY SIGNED UP.  

uJ�_ 22� � ,." 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY REGARDING THE 

SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT AT 

THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY 

(TWIN FALL S ,  IDAHO , MARCH 28 , 1 9 8 8 )  

T h e  C i t y  of S u n  V a l l e y ,  I d a h o ,  is opposed to the 

Department of Energy ' s  (DOE) construction and operation of 

the Special Isotope Separation! ( SI S )  proj e c t  at the Idaho 

National Engineering Laboratory/ ( INEL) . The processing 

of plutonium ( primarily plutonium- 2 3 9 .  or weapon-grade 

plutonium) conflicts with Idaho ' s tourism industry in 

that it negatively imp a c t s  marketing efforts to promote 

our beautiful s tate as a desirable place for people to 

v i s i t  and , hence, impacts the s t at e ' s  economy _ This is 

not an emotional issue . I t  is a � issue . 

Tourism is fast becoming the primary industry in 

Idaho and Sun Valley is the catalyst -- regiona l l y ,  

nationally and internationii l l y .  T h e  C i t y  is located i n  o...c.c.<o ........... %.<i'..O .;;..o r 
Blaine County which .Aee, $ 6 , 4 83 , 1 0 7  in State sales tax in 

1 98 7 .  Sun Valley and ne ighboring Ketchum generated approxi

mately $ 4 , 000 , 000 in S t a t e  sales tax that same year from 

their tourist-based economies . Since its inception in 1981 , 

the Idaho Travel Council (which is dependent solely on 

revenue from a statewide 2% bed tax to market Idaho ' s  

P.O. Box 416 . Sun Valley, Idaho 83353 · 208/622·4438 
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per year . {I. In 1 9 8 7 , the ITC collected exactly $ I ,  7 3 5  :ooo-:I �,,(\ '\ �Df � . �" ...... d-o ko" 
Region 4 which includes the county of Blaine with its tour1s -

0'; ¥...,,""(, c..o..._ t> "'  ........ " C ... �d. � jO  
based economy\ was responsible for $ 4 2 2 , 000(\ second only to �J. 'I WoJ-- , 
Region 3 ' s  $53 1 , 000 (which includes Ada County with its !;-or , 

..c . \ �,,,-,.(; � """-,,, ,,,\ 
business-based economy) . ..)u..f\ vcJl «{  6..U.1 �""",, \ , rn 
c� "'�\:'VI..\-\ "li" \-0 '\("--\:",, l{'l tfAj �.a, OO o  ......, a"3 ll J7 <J , 0 0 0  c.. !'- <.o Y "7c:, 

Since the Draft Environmental Impact S t a t ement ( DEIS ) ,  

prepared by the DOE for the SIS proj ect a t  the INEL. compares 

population "for assessing potential environmental consequences" 

within a 50-mile radius of the INEL to Hanford and Savannah 

River , it is. essential to consider Sun Valle y ' s  unique fac-

toring in this arena. The City is located 5 0  air miles west 

of the INEL . The year-round r e s i dential population is 635 

( 1980 U . S .  census ) .  With year-round, nation-wide marke t i ng 

and cooperative weather conditions , it routinely expands to 

7 , OOO-plus in Winter and Summer (with Fall f a s t  keeping pace ) . 

Corres pondir.gly Ketchum ' s  population of 2 , 20 0  ( 1 980 U . S .  cen-

sus) increases to 8 , OOO-plus for a combined resident/ tourist 
�. 

headcount of 1 5 , OOO-plus � 7 - 1 0  months of the year. 

According to the Sun Valley/Ketchum Chamber of Commerce 

(Lodging Association) , 7 0 , 000 tour i s t s  v i s i t e d  the area the 
':>''''1' 

Winter of 1987 ( average stay : 6 . 9  Q.y&e) and 50 , 000 the Summer 

of the same year ( average stay : 2 . 63 days ) . Such "buzz-words" 

as weapon grade plutonium, warheads and the l ikeJwhich are 

readily reported in national and international media, would 

interfere with our efforts to increase these figures . 

5 . 2 7 . 5 . 1 
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With rare exception, our guests  are energetic young 

familie s ,  business and profess ional group s ,  and conventioneers 

who gravitate to the area to participate in the numerous 

recreational activities offered : alpine and cross  country 

skiing, gol f ,  tennis ,  hunting , fishing , camping , hiking, 

horseback riding , bicycling , ice-skating , swimming , sailing , 

wind-surfing and floating Idaho ' s  clean , white waters .  

Appro�mately 90% of Sun Valley ' s  present year-round resi

dential population h�ve out-of-s tate origins and ca�e first �<tJf'>, "\:, Q��' 0.... GC>�'>�O 'l\"') ,""''''''''' 
as guests in hotels , then as renters of condominiums . �and -;s<.J,.\\e� ' ''" 
ultimately� a� owners of houses . They are doctors , dentists , 

lawyers ,  s tock brokers , accountants , developers , realtors , 

contractors , architect s ,  engineers ,  hoteliers , retailers , 

res taurateurs , wxiters , artist s ,  mus icians , dancers , actors , 

educators - to name a few profess ions (not to mention the 

anc illary profess ions ) that funct ion profitably and health-

fully in a resort/recreational environment . 

The Sun Valley Resort Area is in tight competition w i t h  

o t h e r  r e s o r t s  a c r o s s  t h e  United S tates . In addit ion to marketing 

by the Idaho Travel Coun�il (a division of the Idaho Department of 
'\v\£-C,� 0' '5 ....... ..J ... \h"i lI...b ....... 't-;:S, , . 

Cononerce which. N'ftrttlthEticalty. should give equal::-- if not
. 

mo� 
attention to the State ' s �g tourism industry as it appears 

to be directing a t  the S t a te ' s  un£roven hi- tech indus try) and to 

marketing by the private sector , the City of Sun Valley allocated 

$15 0 , 000 in fiscal year 1987- 1988 to the Sun Valley/Ketchum 

Chamber of Commerce for �he purpose of expanding i t s  marketing 

effor t s . The City of Ketchum did the same . The locat ion of the 

SIS proj ect 50 miles away a t  the INEL may well be counterproductive 

to these State and local efforts to increase tourism to this 

internationally renowned resor t ,  the surrounding recreational 

area and the S tate of Idaho . 

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 4  
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Resolution No . 359 

SUPPORT FOR NO ACTION AL TERNATlVE RESOLUTlON 

The City of Ketchum supports the no action a l ternative and thus requests 

that the U . S .  Department of Energy not construct and operate the SIS project.  

On February 18. 1986 the City of Ketchum passed Resolution No.  295 ( Sane 

Testing Resol ution) which called for the U . S .  to join 'ifith Russia in mutual lind 

veri fiable superv i s i on of nuclear testing as a first step to'ifards freezing and 

reversing the IInns race. 

Last year Ketchum contri buted $150,000 to the Ketchum-Sun Val ley Chamber 

of COrmlerce to promote tourism in the Ketchum-Sun Va l l ey area. The central theme 

of our marketing effort is the qua l i ty of l i fe we offer and II peaceful l i fe style 

free from the tension and vi olence that infects many segments of our society. 

The processing of plutonium, a radioactive and hazardous substance, for nuclear 

weapons approximately 60 miles from Ketchum severely confl icts with our tourism 

promotion and economy. 

The Draft Envi ronmental Statement (Section 3 . 1 . 2 )  provides , in part , :  

"Other major industries incl ude food processing, tourism 
and phosphate mining. No recent statistics regarding 
tourism ( e . g . , number of tourists and number of v i s i tor 
days) for the lNEl region are ava i l a bl e . "  

This statement ,  regarding absence o f  tourism stati stics,  i s  a total abroga� 

tion of the Department of Energy ' s  duty to assess the importance of tourism to 

the region and determine the impact that the SIS project wi l l  have upon that 

tourism. Idaho tourism contributes approximately 1 . 3  b i l l ion dollars annually 

to the States economic well being and employs over 29,000 individual s .  The Draft 

Envi ronmental Impact statement fai l s  to address how the occurrence of the four 

postulated accidents (Section 4 . 1 . 3 )  would impact tourism and the 29,000 individ� 

uals employed 1 n  that industry. 

The recent study by the National Academy of Sciences has questioned the 

safety of the future nuclear waste s torage s i te i n  New Mexico and thus plutonium 

brought to the INEL for processing may be stored i ndefini tely at the INEL as 

opposed to being forwarded to the New Mexico s i te .  I t  i s  almost impossible to 

successful ly  promote tourism i n  Ketchum-Sun Val ley while  we are gain ing national 

attention as a nuclear waste s i te and plutonium process i ng faci l i ty .  

Therefore, i n  conclusion, the Ci ty of  Ketchum agrees with Department of 

Energy Secretary John Herrington when he recently told a House of Representathe 

appropriations subconrnittee. 

"We ' re awash  in plutonium. We have more plutonium than we need. II 

Copies of this  Resolution sha l l  be forwarded to our Goyernor and the Senators 

and Representa t i ves compri s i ng out Congressional delegation. 

PASSED this 21st day of March. 1988. 

�if h Mayor 
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March 2 8 ,  1 9 8 8  

D r .  Clayton Nichols 
SIS Project Manager 
V . S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DDE Place 
Idaho Falls , 10 8 3 4 0 2  

Dear D r .  Nichols : 

The mission statement of the Greater Twin Falls Area Chamber of 
Commerce is . . .  "to support and create a profitable business 
c limate . "  We therefore take this opportunity to support the 
Special Isotope Separator Project as proposed for the Idaho 
National liIngineering Laboratory in Southeast Idaho. 

We do so based on the following in formation : 

1 )  For nearly 4 0  years , the INSx;. has been a n  important: , 
aSSet for Idaho, ranki ng: as. one of the state ' s  l-a.rqe$t' 
and steadiest employers and: � national leader in t.�oh'" 
nOlog:.ical advanceme n t .  t,t · deserves the support . . ol ' 
of bus iness cmd the c i1;;izenry for its contributi�:ms to ; 
the economy and our t�� '$��uoture. 

2 )  The' proposed SIS ProjS;¢..t will add more jobs , n�� taxeSli.,. ' 
and· new edUcational opportunit.;l.."s to Qur state·._t ·a, . .  � . .. ' 
a critical time . Our aqriculture,"'basec econotg,y, � •. maJ.n� 
depress.ed and the infuIJiOl); Qf·,·the' .. COn.$t.ructioli . d�ll_.,t:!J pl�S tbe 8 0 0  new jobs and '�nuo1\l .operating expen4�#<ur.ea · 
of $50 mi l lion w i l l  come at. ,. �O$t. opportune t.itn8 io-'· 'i �� , _  
will also provide Idahoans the.·opportunity to prov� 
that we are serious altout econotnic diversification .. 'and 

, t:be deve lopment of a more stable revenue and employm��t 
ba •• , 

3) Additional economic benefits include the possibility 
Of 1I\any industrial and edUcational spin offs , a share 
of national defense expeodlitures , .tp.e tric,kle-down 
effect of .the creation Q.f mo�e th�� ...•.. thoUsand projec ted 
support jobs , and the sl�j.t1� 4,� "

.
Of;. 

US C"'mbll,oIC<lm"",.c. 

a .  population loss 
b. a diminishing tax base , and 

the f a i lure to provide our children the oppor
tuni ty to stay and work in Idaho. 

Am.,lun C�.m�' oIComm.fC. e'KYIIY1l. :::::::::::::::�"::::;.·o� �n:��;'ce 

""'''.'8''.ln.u8y, .. yoIT" .. ." .V.II .... 
A"oc,.I.dl .. p.y.'.olld.�o 

D r . Clayton Nicho ls 
Page 2 
March 2 8 ,  1 9 8 8  

We are aware o f  the moral is sues and environme n t a l  dangers i n 
volved with t h i s  pro j e c t . R i s k ,  however , is a part of l i fe and 
the bus i n e s s  world . In t h i s  i n s tance , we believe the bene f i t s  
outwe igh a n y  negative aspect s .  

Therefore , t h e  Greater Twin F a l l s  Area Chamber o f  Commerce , repre
senting over 500 busines ses , profe s s i o na l s ,  and individuals i n  and 
around the Twin Falls area , f u l ly endorses location o f  the Speci a l  
Isotope Separation Project ( S I S )  a t  t h e  I N E L  s i te .  

S i ncer e l y ,  

5 1  
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M a r c h  28 , 19B8 

Hear i ng O f f i c er 
U . S .  O e p a r t m e n t  of Energy 
A e : S p e c i a l  I s o t o pe S e p a r a t i on Pro j e c t .  

a m  M a r k  M o o r m a n , V i ce Pre s i d e nt o f  t h e  Bur l e y  
Chamber o f  Commer c e , 1 4 0 1  O v e r l a nd A ve . ,  B ur l e y ,  
I d a h o  8 3 3 1 8 .  

O n  beha l f  o f  the Bur l e y  Chamber o f  Commerce I w i sh 
t e s t i F y  in favor o f  the 5 I 5 p r o j e c t  a t  INEL : 
1 .  W e  be l i e v e  it is e s a f e  p r o gr a m . T h e  

p o s s i b i  l i t y f o r  a m a j o r  a c c i d e n t  i s  s o  remote t h a t  
i t  i s  i n consequen t i a l .  

2 .  A t m o s p h e r i c  p o l l u t i o n  and r a d i a t i o n  danger i s  
f a r  l e s s  than that o f  .,. o o d  b u r n i n g  s t o v e s , a n d  o t h e r  
smog created i n  our c i t i e s  .. h i ch "so c a l l e d  
e n v i ronmenta l i s t s "  a r e  happy t o  t o l er a t e . 

3 .  S i nce a l l  h a z ardous w a s t e s  are to b e  s a f e l y  
c o n t a i ne d  at t h e  s i te , thers w i l l  be n o  hazardous 
p o l l u t i o n  t o  our Snake A i ve r  P l a i n  A c qu i f fe r .  

4 .  N u c l ear S c i e n ce i a ,  a n d  'lt i l l  be , the b a s i s  f o r  
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  o u r  f u t u r e  h e a l th and m e d i c a l  'lt e l l  

be i n g .  N u c l e ar t e c hn o l ogy 'lt i l l  a l s o  s o l v e  many o f  
F u e l  and energy prob l e ms , a s  i t  has d o n e  i n  

E u r o p e a n  commun i t i e s .  
5 .  T h i s  p l ant w i l l  b e  b u i l t ,  and 'lt e  a p p r e c i a t e  

t h e  opportun i ty o f  k s e p i ng I d aho o n  ths c u t t i ng edge 
of h i gh techno l o gy . 

6 .  The S I S  l o c a t e d  in I d a h o  w i l l  prov i de 
appro x i m a t e l y  BOO ne'lt j o b s  'lt i t h  commensurate 
bene f i t  t o  the I d a h o  economy . Constru c t i o n  and 
operat i ng po s i t i ons 'lt i l l  be f i l l ed m a i n l y  by Idaho 
r e s i de nt s . 

The Bur l e y  Chamber o f  Commerce c o n t i nu e s  to support 
t h e  estab 1 i shment o f  t h e  S I S  pro ject i n  I daho . �'iij;;;::;;;Y t o  t eG t i f y .  

'-_______ "Crossroads to Idaho" on the Snake River I 
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TE5TI"ONY ON THE SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 

PRESENTED BY: Garth Cates, Executive Maaage r ,  Idaho Chapter - NECA 

To: M r .  Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operatioas office 
185 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 8)402 

1'Iy name is Garth Cates and I am Executive Manager for the Idaho Chapter of 

the National Electrical Cont ractors Anociation. NECA has served the 

interests of the electrical construction iadustry throughout the Uni ted 

States since its founding in 1901 and is looked upon as tbe managemeDt 

spokesman for the industry. 

"embers of the Idaho Chapter are electrical contractors who are Idaho 

businessmen living, working, and raising their families in our state. 

Chapter members are found in aU parts o f  the state and collectively do a 

majority of the cOlIIJD.ercial and industrial electrical construction in Idaho. 

I alll here to express their collective support for construction and operation 

of the Special Isotope separation Project at the INEL. 

As cit izens of this country aDd this earth, we ahbor the possihility of 

nuclear war. \Ie urge continuous and relentless efforts to bring about 

nuclear weapons reduction agreements with all countries who possess the 

capability to build such weapons. We happen to helieve that such agreements 

can only be negotiated from a position of strength, and construction of the 

SIS has been determined to he an important step in maintaining tbat 

strength. Until such agreements are reached and in place, we believe we 

have little choice but to properly fuel the weapons in our arsenal. The S I S  

is needed to carry on that function. T h e  defense policy o f  t h e  United 

States calls for the construction of the facility and the INEL is the 

preferred site . 
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An extensive enviroDJllental impact study has been completed and assesses the 

IIIL site in a very positive manner . It haa taken into cODsideration risks 

to human life, a8 well a8 the environment, and concludes that such risks are 

so negligible that they are virtually nonexistent. 

The business impact of such .. project would give Idaho ' .  ecoDomy and tax 

base . much needed boost .  Construction would provide .any needed jobs and 

spin-off businesses throughout eastern Idaho. During aDd atter construction 

Idaho would benefit frOID the stilled workers the project would attract and 

an annual injection of over SSO,OOO,OOO to the state ' s  economy. 

In conclusion, the United States Defense Department , Department of Baerg-y, 

Rational Security Council, and the U . S .  Congrels have all agreed that the 

Special Isotope Separation Project is needed. According to extensive 

studies, the project has been determined a • •  afe to hUman life and the 

envirooaenL Idaho ia the preferred aite and the State need. this project . 

Let ' s  .ove ahead with the SIS in an intelligent, infor.ed and unemotional 

.anner. 

IDABO CHAPTER - IECA 
6129 Ustict Road 

Boise, Idaho 
83704 
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l HE U"AI- r l. J S  t.:.NuUH:"'Lb fo.\ t-'�Jkr..1 'y �t-I:.LlJl A l I V E.  I ECHNOLUbY 

[0 r-e!>t""te m'l Pl"l 5 ! t l ,-:ln , L suppor-t the "No Act I on " .... l t prnat l Vp. .  I r ri\l SIi! 

pOl n t. s  wll . e ll 1Il11<;; t II£,> a(hJr-e5serJ 'i .. t l sfrlc l or l l y  In t hl::' f. I n  ... 1 E:. l S  ( FE I S J . 

l<ar r I nQ Sc.t 1 5 1 ac. t o r- y  �' �5�5"'mHn t ,  th� �dG "'1I5t not bl? t: o n s t rl'cted .... nd 

oper-dteu. 

l H�. I-'kU l:.kh'EIJ AI H kNA [ i V E  lh["Uh:l:.::J nil:. UnNGE:.k ut- kl:..::JUHtO VOLCANISM 

1 1" . 1:$ .  A l l  <.< c. r unyms �HHj .... blJr-ev I Clt l c.m s  t o l l ow t h e  CCln v e n t l o n s  'l>et in t h e  

U t. ! S  s e c t u,:,Hl !;o  AC "on u  H IJ . ) 

On pdq!? ';'-- 1 1 0+ ttlt' UI:. 1 5  I t  .5 P O l f , l lO'U out tll ... t the most recent V01 C " H l l C  

.ac t I V I t y occ:urr-Ild ",bout 4 1 1  mI l es !Olluthwest uf t h e  proposed I> l tli! of the S I S  

d t  t h e  I NEL. .. b o u t  :': 1 1l!J y � d r S  olYO . ", ljCJ o g l C ol l  t I me 5.coll e ,  .. vol c a n I C  

event ::! 1 1J1.I yedrs .;0. 9 0  1 5 n o t  J. t h l n q  of thE' d l s t d n t  p a 5 t .  

I h e  [Sk!·' I S  comp l et L' l y  0+ v u l c o/ ' l !';  " r l g l n .  Hot s p r I n g s ,  C I nder cone!>, 

- � -

r- l + t  .- on�5, l .,l,v"", f l o,"""" ",nrJ hllye c o J l d e r a !'>  dot tt)e l andscdpe of liIoutheatotRrn 

Idaho. Lon J n d e r- l n q  the p o t en t l a 1 'l or r ... sump l l on of v o l c a n I C  a c t l v l t l el!; .at 

the I NEL , ttll.! S l S ... houlu not b(! Ct'll ... tr-llcted there. 

IHI:': UfiAFT ElS t-AILS TO I-'hUPERLY ])UCUMENr S E I S M I C  ACT I V l TY 

15 p O l n tp'd out Dn p.aq!.! �'- I:I ,  dn ear-thquake occurr-ed on October- :l�, 1 '183 

wh i c h  m�.a511red 7 . 3  011 the H i chti'r- s c a l E> .  T h e  e p l c e n l e r  of t h l l>  qu ....... e Nas 

oli l y  dbout 60 nu l e'lii fr·om ltl� pr-opn!ied !;, l !;'  !'. I t li!'  ... t the INEL. 

The OEIS d I smi sses; t tl l S  eVlo'nt wl t tl t h e  phrase .. the shoc.. �. wa'lii f e l t "  on page 

-5- 1 1 .  I f el t lhcot !;ohoi,.:�- person.:1 1 1 y .  tt,e mornlng o t  :l l:J  Uctober 1 '>'1:1,5 I NdS 

s t a n d i n g  on sol i d  qrotlnd_ A rOor l nq uf oiIn .. p p r- O d c h l n g  f r R l q h t  t r a I n  

+ l l l ..-d m y  o .a r !'> ,  d n d  t h e  �lround IJI tc.hed under- n,y f e e t  aJ§ I f  I weru aboar-d co 
bOdt on t h �  Peop l c  w e r e  f l e e i n g  f r om ncar-by homes I n  t he i r  

n l gh t c l uthes. I h e  5tlaf'lnq WE'llt ro n  t or· b o t  ween J v  olnd 45 seconds , and dur- l nq 

the mOllt I n tensE' p o r- t  of t h t? l�Vl:rl t. J t e .lrt?d th""t I would b e  thrown t o  t h e  

gr-ound. 

I j,Jre!>ent ltl l S  person",l cmecu()te t o  'iiU b s t oln l l d t e  my asser- t l on that thli! 

IJE J S  should be marC! !'> ' " I t.'nt l f l c  I n  I ts c ovE"r- age of l h l !>  maJor earthquake. 

I ' m 5ur-e the sho...: 1 W d 5  f c l t  dt t h e  IN�L. However the UE I S  f a l l s  to mRn t l on 

the magn. tude d c c e l e r a t l o n  olt t h e  INEL o f  t he :.!I:l Uct ober- 191:13 

eolrthquake. 

I n  order t o  pr-oper l y  .a!'o�!.!S'" U,(: UBI:. £.tdndards p u t  forth In 

t h e  SIS f'P!:l, t h e  ver t l c d l  and tlOr- u : on t a l  bedrock a c c e l e r- a t l  .... 
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vllilr t l ca l  and h o r l ;o: o n t a l  ground acceler a t i on .. at th� INEL .assoCiated w i t h  the 

'::':l:I Oc.tober 1983 t#arthqu .. �'e mUlit we l l !>t�u 1 f1 th6! f E I S. 

I HI:. OHAFT E:. 1 5  FAILS ro AODHESS 

LUMULA 1 I VE:. I Mf-'AC'T S LJI- kA I S I NG fHl:. l::IAct<.GROUNIJ HAD I A r l ON 

2 . 1 1 . 3 
Tne D E 1 S  f d. l l s  to dei- I ne the k£.·)! termli "bac kground r a d i Oio t l o n " , "natural 

rad l ol t l on " ,  and "n�tur,ll lJacl�qrOLlnd radl ... t l on " .  Tnelie terms nlLl'lit be defl nild 

1n the ul os5dr}', and eXp l .a l n�d at tne head of section 3. 1 . 6. Theee undeflned 

term'li are non-tr i v i al , and thelr defi ned LIse lihould bil cOnlOllitent thoughout 

the 1- 1:: 1S.  

"1:Iackground r cld l a t 1 on "  I S ,  to me, a vOIoque, general term m&aning t h a  l evel 

at e i t her ALL SIJUHCES ot r old l a t l on which an average I n d l vl dual O)(perlenceli 

I n  a g i ven l oc at i on (which musl b� !>peC l t led dS h.avlnq c er t . u n  geogr a p h i c a l  

borders )  o r  I t  m a y  mean the comblned e f t e c t s  ot c e r t a l n  1J1SCHEET r qJ. U l a t l o n  

( w h 1 (.: h  m u s t  be 5peC l i- l lo'd o!:> tu lYlJes, 1 . 1"' .  c o s m u :  r ad i at i on ,  .tOIlIlC 

wl:!apon lll f a l l out , brick and stone bUl i d l n q s ,  et c . )  or I t  may mean 50meth l ng 

other than e l lher ey.amp l � .  

T h e  UI:. I S  acct"?pts t a l l out trom nucl eolr weapons tust .. a li  part o f  the 

5 . 2 3 .  1 3  "backgroLlnd r a U l d. t l o n "  I n  l ab l e  '3-:!, b u t  careful l y  I t ellll Z&>s sources of much 

s.ma l l er doses at r a U l a t l on such a� d. l r  travel OI.nd oc;(:up;!! t l onal e>-:posure to 

med i c a l  and dental personne l .  

" N;!! tural r d.t h d. t l o n "  i s  .. n u n d l;! f l nrd term. Some .Qman t l C: l !';t� p l oilce the 

"natur a l " wor l d  apart from the "human" wor l d ,  othilr'li argue convi n C i n g l y  that 

- 4 -

human ... are a p",rt of ttle nd.tur",l order. [he phr ;!!'>e "n",tural bOloc:kground 

r oild l d t l on "  tlll?refore l ",c. � ", d�f l fl l t l un d.� wel L .  

I n  order to ddequ ol t e l y  assess t h e  cUmU l oi\ t l ve I mpact of 5 y n t h e t l c  

( "mdn-mad e " )  r qJ.d l a t l o n  E!' X p o s u r e s ,  I t  1 5  nec:essary to c l ar i f y  T a b l e  �-2 o n  

p "' g e  3 - :;:  J of t h e  DE I o .  I n o w  1 nc I Llde three tab I es o f  Al l 

I n formation c o n t " l n e U  t h e m  !.<Ias d..-awn sol e l y  trom I nformat i on prOVIded I n  

the OE. I S . J f "' l l ed t o  t l nd t h e  on s i le averaQ� I ndl v l d u a l  year l y  dose of 

r du l a t l on l i s ted i-or the Huntord s l t � ,  .. nd t e e l  t h Ol t  t h i S  I n torma t l on Shou l d  

be I nc l uueu I n  U l e  F E I S .  

S e c: t l o n lii � . 1 . 4 ,  4 . :": . 4  a n d  4 . -':> . 4  adu..-es!> occupational liia f e t y .  The ... nnual 

dose I ncrement t o  a c.OIlstructlnn worker at each ot the three . I t&>rn ;!! t l ve 

lii t t es stloL, l d  be c l edr l y  � t ", \ ,,,d . i n ", t E'<Id CIne 1-. ab�en t ,  dnd another ;!!ppears 

to b e  I n correct due to d m l s p l d(:eU deCIOld.l pOi n t .  The oi\nnu",l dose I nc rement 

t o  d construction ... or�,�r wou J u  !>ee,n to me t o  be �:! . U  percent ( :2'.fUU hours per 

yeoilr a t  the J ob s l t e l  of the o n � l t e  avcr·� ... gl? e}: ternal r ad i a t i on l evel s .  

E x t e r n a l  r3rl i a t l on on l y  I S  c.OIlSl darL'U ... 1. ttn s t i me lJ�cdL,se the I n t e r n d l  dose 

by I nhal a t i on IS d 1 s c r.Rlnted dS " fi m eo. I J. " .  " l n s l qn l t l c�\n t " ,  dnd "neg l l q l tJ l e "  

f o r  t h e  three a l tcrnd t l ve sl teo; I n  t h E!'  Dt: l b .  I fIl",J.e t h e  assump t l on th.t t h e  

r d.U l a t l on d o s e  trom w�ter anu f o o u  cor,<"umed b y  the construction wor-kers I S  

e q U i v a l e n t .  I:.}: ter-nal r ad i a t i on 1 5  ttle sum ot two forces: COs.ml c r d.d l . t l On 

and e):tern ... l terrE!'s t r l d l  r a d l d. t l on .  In my T d.b l e 1 "bac�:ground" r- ;!!d l at l on 

tal l ows the uet l rl l t l 0n assumed tor t i l e  Tab l e  3-2 on pClge 3-:":1 In the DEIS. 

As w&> !bl!e I n  T ab l ", 1, at th� bl-:I-' . :2:.!H >: 6� '" 1 4 . 1::12 Inr e m / y,..- OCCUp;!!t l on Oio I  

exposure. Howeve r .  cit tt,!? HdntorLl S I t e  . :':::8 ;1 7=.0 ,., 1 "1 . 1 mrem/yr. The DI::: 1 5  

, -
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Olppear-s to h<!.vt:' n n s p l dc""d 01. ut:'Cl m,)j p U I J l t  durlng these c a l c u l a t i on s; .  as I t.  

a59umes; o n l y  :2 mrem/yr. r l n a l l y ,  any such f i gures for the INEL l OC oiI, t l on ",re 

conspl cuoLl s; l y  absen t .  by a d d i n g  the + l r r.t two numbers; in l ;ltJ l e  ,5-2 on page 

3-:.!1 I obtol.ln clll e), t t.' r n d l  dos'" W)S l t � at the INEL ot 1 1 1 . 0  mrelll/ y r , oiInd 

mul t q ) j y  t h i S  f l glJre b y  . �:':I::I to derIve '..:..6 . 7  mrem/yr wh i c h  IS; qUite c l os;e to 

the Vl:. l �  e s t i m a t e  o f  :;.u mrem/yr COristrUc. t l on- worker e1<poaure g i ven for the 

INcL. Perhaps tne onslte e,:terncll d05e IS s l i ght l y  h i gher In t h e  JCPP clrll!OI.. 

as t h i S  wuu l d  e): p l a l n  the s l i g ht d i screpancy between my c Ol. l c u l "" t l OnS and the 

D E I S  f l gur- e s .  

1 would w e l c o m e  a c l ar i f i ca t i on 0+ a l l  t h i S;  Wi th a m o r e  complete FEI5 

s. e c t l o f  4 . 1 . 4  oI.ddresslng occupat i on a l  I mp a c t s;  ot t h e  Preferred Al ternOl.tive. 

I n  f ac t ,  1 f ee l  t h a t  It I S  a rt.'qUl n�ment that the fE15 OlddrYIiS; thes;&! 

p O l n t  ... . 

My 10l.tJ l e  :::. I!> a c l t:'  .. r summary o� the del l ne oil t l o n  between '·noiltur .. l "  or 

non-synthet I c  r ud l Ol t l on ",ncl " man-maoe" or synthet I C  r a d l a t l on .  The .3() 
mretn/yr f l qure fur ra.cl i o a c t l v e  e t f l uerot':i t r-om IN!:':L operations ",as; dQrlVed 0I.1i 
t o l l ow !il :  TtlE' "background r ad l d t l on "  at the INi::;L found on pOlye5 3-21 OIInd S-� 
( 1 44 mrem/yr) "'uS COJIIl-'uf ed W i th ttlto' me ... n dl1nual TLLl e)'POSUre5 for bounu;lry 

",nd more u i s-tant I m:. a t l o n s  ( 1 1 0 t o  1 1 � mrem .l.S ,.hown on page 3-23. ) S � mlJ l f;'  

subtral; t l un prov�L1eu \. I , e  reSlLl l t  ut trom :.:"9 t o  ;:'4 addlt.lonai r ad i at I on 

from INE.L uperdt l UI1!>. Ay.u n , df.d l n l l: l un ot hey In the fEIS could 

enhanc;e ddd l t l on ", 1  underst .. n d l n g .  

fab l e  I S  pruvI LlI.'L1 t o  !ooUJl"n .. r l ": ""  current t?):ecu t l ve and l e g l . 1 ",t. i v� 

constrdl n t s  on (!nv l r onmenta.l l l?v p- l s  ot r ... d l a t l on V i a  assorted pathways. 

fAtJLt I. kel a t l ve Averaye I n d l vl duOll Do,.e 1n mrem/yr 

50Uf(CE ( D E I 5  pOl.ge *s respec t i vel y )  
O f f  s i t e  "background" (3-;;::3 . S- El , 4 - � I )  
O n "i l t e  "b.u:: kground" (S-5 , '"> , 4-�6) 
Construc t I on worl-er e)'po'5urp. (S-9,S- ... . 4-�b) 
Ex t&rn.al d05e onSl te ( ':;-;,,> 1 , 4-47 . 4-':..6) 

INEL Hanford SHP 

1 1 u-1 1 5  lou 
1 44 7 
30 
1 1 7  /5-130 

93 
UEl 
15 

65 

T�\BLI:. :.! .  Sour cello ot Han l a t l on Expo,"ur& .ilt the INE.L 

NON-SYN"I HEI IC ( " NATURAL " )  RADIATION 

C0!5J111 C  r Ol.d l Ol. t l o n  
Tarrf;'J; t r l Oll (extern .... l d.nd l n t e r nd l ) 
Tot. 01. 1 

SYNTHET I C  ( " NAN-NAD!:': " )  kADIAT lON 

Med i c Oli l  r Old l a t l on 
R a d l o a. c t l v lf  eff l uents from I NI::.L operoil,tluns 
l:Ir l c l: and stone bUi l d I ng s  
Con.umer 1 51J1  , I nd u !l t r y ,  a I r  travel 
Nuc l ear ",eapons telit5 f "" l l out. 
TotOl.l 

GRAND TOTAL 

Do.e to ;lver;lge 
l nd l v l d u a. l  f'erCQnt of 
(mrem/yr) 

4 9 . 0  

60 . 4  
1 09 . 4  

<,12. 5  �O. O  
:.::O . U  5 . 0  4 . 6  152. 1 
261 . 5  

e)(po'lloura 

4 1 . 8  

58 . 2  

IUO 

l Al:ILE 3. L i m I t s  tor HOI.ul a t l on EHpoliure 

RE(jULAT ION OtIS p .. ql.' .. 

501.f9 Dr I n k I ng Water Act 
40 eFR 6 1 . NESHAP ("'hole b o d y )  
D O E  O r d e r  541::10 . x x  ( d r a f t l  
DOE Order 548.) . 1 fj Ch""pter )( 1 
DOE Rad i at i on Protec t i on StoOl-ndanJ 

:i-ll 
�-7 

5-5 
�,-::-.. 
4-}.4 

- , -

Level (mrem/yr) 

25 

luv 
�I.)t) 
�000 

C: . n  wOl.ter) 
( I n  OI. l r )  
( to publ I C )  
( to publ I C )  
( t o  worker) 
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l HE OkAt- 1 I:. l S  t;;LU!::>51:.5 OVER E X l f<ENE HAZARDS 

The r a.d l a. t l on dose J mparted V I ol  I nh d l d t l on at r ad l onuc l l des from ongoIng 

aplI!r .. tlonl5 ilt t h e  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t I v E'  til le50 111 d 1 5countsd .... "5ma l l "  at 0 . 4  

mrlfm/yr ( p .  4-56 ) , " l n s l g n l t l c OI,n t "  d t  Ie.s than 1 IIIr-am/yr ( p .  4-4-') . 
"n._gI 191bl lO''' at l e s s  than 1 mrem/yr ( p o  4-33) In the D E l S .  It 111 h 1 U h l y  

lrrR!Opan S l b l iil  d n d  I Tl l s l e Ol d l n q  t o  u s e  thc",E' terms to da,.cr i b H  t h e  t O X I C  

. f f e c t lO  at i nh a l . t l on uf r a.d l onuc l l de£o s u c h  as p a r t I c u l a t e  f o r m a  of 

p J utonlum and -.mer l C l urrt I sotopes. I-'l l.t tonlum Iii d.n d i pild.-eml tter , and once 

l odged In t h e  hum.an i llllg pOSE's .. l .... r q E' ,  s l g n l f l c .).nt dnd tiubst"'n l l v e  r l ak of 

Induct.lon. Une thouSdndth 0+ d qrd.tIl at p l u t o n I u m .  l nhOil e d .  W i l l  

caUlie f l bros; ' 1i  I n  Ulli l l!n q li  and c1edth W i t h i n  a few hourli. Un e  m i l l i on t h  of 

a gram of p l uton i um ,  1+ l i l ha l e d ,  15 enouqtl L a  c ... Lllie cancer. 

l Hk:. ORAF I U S  '-AILS Iu AlIUHI::.S!:> ENVIHLrNMEN fAL 1::.f.f't:.C H:i 

Increased bac� grOLlnd rLld l ",t l on ( • .tI 1  ar t l t dc t of atmolipher l C  a t o m i c  

t e � t l n g  a n d  u s e ,  t h E!  ChernobyJ nuclear a C C i dent , repeated l nJ E' C t l O n  o f  

r a d i a t i on I n t o  t h e  r i ver system£. d n d  OLedOS Ot t h e  wor l d , IitC , )  I ii  r a l li l n 9  

t h e  m u t  ... t l on rate uf Ear t h ' §,  b i o t I C:  commu n i t y ,  

T h i S  prOVide" d comp",t.e t l VE' adva.ntdqe t u r  organlS;ms W i t h  r a p i d  ganer a t l on 

rotteli and S i mp l e  Qenel l c Ibt.r-uc ture<:>, 

Hi l S  adv .. n t  .. qe Iii abVluUIio, Humans £oval v ... not .. t ... 11 In t.went y  years (one 

- " -

gener a t l on l .  t l mL' ""J� qLll t_os deve l op s l g n l + l c Ol. n t  re!Ol stOlnce t.o 

o u r , !oiyph l l 1 us d",v",l op la  s I gn l t l c",nt r e l H s t. a n c e  t o  peneC l l l i n ,  new 

ml cr'oorgclln l !>ms evo.lve to I l V� 1n elnd con o;;,um6.' synth6.'t l C  Lh!ii'ml c _ l  qf f l uent 

from petroLheml L d l  f act or i e s ,  Viruses such .u. A l LIS and the common cold 

undtc'ryo ChdnqeS III t h "' l r  e): l er l f.)r s t r u ..: t u r e  �lh l Ch thwart. our bodls,, ' and 

our soc l et y ' s a t l l:' m p t o;,  tu control 

rhl:'sl:' chdngl:'s dnd evol u t i on s  do r e  ..- J l  Llep",ndanl upon mutagens. Mutagenli 

are ... gent s ... h l Ch Cduse mut ol t l on s .  k.ad1 ",t l on 1 10;  ol ll'iutagan, 

Evoilitlon I S  the prol.:ess by wtl l ch lIIutdnt chOirOlict er u . t l c li  OIIre r e t Ol l n e d  

t h e  yeneral POpu i Ol t l O" ,  A n y  1 n c r e a � e  1 n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  r old l a t l on l evel 

resu J l g,  I II o:l cor-rtc'!>p(.lI1dlny 1 I1Crea!.Ic! In t h to"  m u l a- t l o n  rolle. TherB I ii  no tiuCh 

t h i n g  a!> d s..-te r- ad l d l l on l e vel . 

When conSidering ttlto" t!f t e c: t 5  a sO-L..-l l ed " s _ f lc! "  r a d 1 a t i o n  d 0 5 e ,  t h e  

r l '5l( management theor i s t s  dnd .md ed I t or s  of t h l li;  [lEIS o n l y  

conSidered somd l l c.. ettl�Llo:. suc/) 1 n Ilurn .... ns and {}Ilnet I c et f ec t � tiuch 

as develotJment.a1 chdrrqe5 1 n unborn humdn chi J dren. 

T h e  t a 1 1 ure ot the Lll:.lS  l o  .. Lldre&5 t h e  l �sue ot I m p _ c t .  of I n creased 

r a d l a t. lon an ml cr oorq aln l sm� 15 d. seriOus d ef i C i enc y ,  Ml croorg .an l limli 

1001 1 ,  dl r and ..... ter p l dy a � ey r o l c  In our enVI ronment. 

My T.able 2 1 n d l c  ... tes thdt �I:l . �  percent ot t h e  r Oli d l at l on receI ved b y  

I nd I Vi d u a l !!>  dt the l Nt::L trom "man-ma.de" or synthet i C  .ources. 

Ml crOQrgafll!>m", r ... � l d l ntJ In or on lile b o d i e s  0+ tho�e I nd I V i dua l s  receivs the 

50lllle amount .and propor t l un ot s Y l l t h E.' l l L  r d U I "It I 0n .  the gene t I C  I:' t f e c t §  of 

- , -
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duc h t l 0nai synthet i c  r d d l d t l Cln on m l c roorq",nI�ms mU9t not be I gnor �d I n  the
, 

[- u s .  

I HE UhAI' I L l :,  U l �hLL,,-'hLJ!J I t ll:. l ·hr..l-�kr.EU HL I k-.I�N?� l l VI::. ' S  

H l bHLk I'IAU I'Il!M I N L d V I UlJAL ULJ�I:. LMF�h l � D  1 0  I DI�HLJANS 

paqe S - I :: I t  I !>  p O l fl tt!d out. t t l ", t  Ul� c: . � d c u l d L e d  I ml.Jm I n o l v l duill do�� 

t u  the [H.JPLt l d L l on !,urrOunu l ny th� p ropu�ed SIS S I te a t  the INE.L I S  h I gher 

Ltldn that whletl wuu l d  t.Hl ri_' L e l VL'U lly popu l ilt l on� around the ot her two 

proposiCd s.l t e � .  (:Iu t ,  D e c <l. u s �  lilt.' p OpU l d. t l on �urroun d l n y  the INE.L l lii somoll i l er 

"the ot f Sl t �  s o c l e l d J  c on sequerH es . . •  drl? l e s ", . " 

Let LIS for d mOlluH1 L t tl l n k 0+ <l,n d n a l Cl g y .  Suppo6e two a l t er n a t e  10COl,t l on� 

�:: l st 1 11 wtllch t o  tJLu l d  d wuod-t l r eo p o  .... er p l ant . At une l oc",tlon ... c i t y of 

l , UUU l n h a.b l t d n t 'li  re!,H d", 1 [ \  th", drPd. I he w;>lsle h�at f r om the p l iln t  wou l d  

t�mperdtUrl� u +  t h e i r  'H.,mes by dverdqe ut 1 degr e� , tor an 

e f f e c t  of 1 , '.)()U perSall-degrees ( 1 , U(,U :' 1 ) .  OUler 011 ternat l v� 9 1  t@ haa 

on l y  1 l nh01b l tdn t ,  but t h i S  perSoon ' s  home I S  so c l ose t u  lhe p ropolO",d p l ;a,n t  

ti l t e t h Ol, t  the t �mper- at ur � wuu l d  be r d 1 5ed I�() degrees, tor an ef fec t of 750 

person-deyrecos . 

1n t h i S  c d lO e ,  ttle sma l l �r SOC l p. l d l  cons�quenc�5 do not have ... bearI ng on 

tto� al ternat l VE' d c.ou,pa",slon",te l nd l v l dua l wo\..d d lOel ec t . I teel that tholO� 

uf Ulii 1 n  Idaho are h d V l fH,I our hum",Il l t y  str i pped from US by t h l lO I n '''oc;a,t l on 

of so-c", l l ed �rn�d 1 ef' �oc 1 e t. 3 1  c C1rl s e qup.ncI"�. 1 be l l ev� my E')(ampl � pOi n t ", out 

t tle t l a  .... In your d t tt'mpt to us� �. comput er to pr-ove tholt Ida.ho 1S the best 

- J.(l -

p l ace to l r r dd l ate peop l e .  In t. he l- iO l S  pl ease e)(p l Ol, l n  why Wit OI,rQ be"t. 

$Ul ted t o  .... l th5tand h i gher rad l d t l on l �ve l s than popu l a t i on 5  at al ternative 

IO l t e 'S .  

I HIi UkAF I u s  IJl::.MUNS1R/HES AN H I S I UR I C  F A I LUf.:E 

I U  CUN I A I N  kAI.H UNUCL lUl:.b ANI.) I U X l C  SUl:IS TANCI:.l:. AT INEL 

Pdge 3-16 l nd l c .,. t e s  tholt core saml-l l es at tha RWMC hilve detected p l u ton l um 

OI,t depth" of 1 1 0 feet and 230 f e e l .  

P a g e  4-3.5 not es . " !Jur i n g  IOome P"'lDt l:ons t ruc t l on ae t l v l t l e. OI,t t h e  I NI::L ,  

r ol d l  oact 1 v e l  y con t ami nat ed soi 1 dnll mater 1 <Il l  B h;a,ve been encounter ed. II 

P ... g� 3-1 p O l n t lD  out that u+ t h� �� r edCo tur 'S bUl l t  at the INEL through 

1984 , on l y 14 are st l l 1  ac t i ve (operat i ng ) .  Is I t  not true that �ome of the 

r-eactor-$ .... h l l:h dre not operat l n q  tl"Jd ollY ... ere "te5ted" b y  .. 1 10W1 ng t hem t o 

el-l p l ude or- lI\� l t  d o  .... n, W i thout c. ontal nment dornelD t o  r-elOtr i c t  re5ult .... nt 

r- ad l o a c. t l v e  r l? l e<llses? ltu," IN�L l� ctl"'r ollcterl lOed ..If> "an l lDo l ated 101:0I,tl on " ,  

but t o  thoy. o f  u s  who l i ve ne",r by , l t  I SO  no $ 0  out-of- the-way ao;;; I t  I S  to 

Siomeonu from Wole;h l n g t o n ,  DC. 

On pOflge 3 - 1 6  I t  15 obsoer"'ed thdt the I RA .... _sote pond requlre6 correctlvH 

.... c t l on due to the d�tec t l 1)n of chr-omlum In the per ch",d ground WAter 

underneath the pond . l>Iow the let·'t,· <1. 1 50 usoe5 di scharge to perCOl Ol, t l on pondlD 

an I n ter un method i ur Ul SpCI�<"ll 0+ I l qU I U  e f t l ul? n t s ,  deSp i t e the prob l ems 

... t t he I RA pond . 

- 1 1  -
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On page 4-� I t  I S  p O i n t e d  out trl� ... l t h ",  S i S  '.aC l l l t y  wi l t  dl sch<J.rglO' 20 ton,; 

uf Freon per ye"'-r to the Cllu,,>spllttre. Freon h.a.5 been I m p l l cClted In 

... tr atospher 1 c dep l (,!t l on ,  dnd be@n banned alii an aerosol 

prope l l d n t .  !:Iu t ,  because lilt' Ct-IA al l ow!ii Fr eon d i scharge , DOE would not 
m I t i g ate t h l p potenl l .l l l y  har'"mtul prac t l l: e .  

Un page :.!-:":6 d l 1 udes t u  ttlE' " I-.W ","!iic r l bed adml n l Sl t r a t l v I;'  l i m i t "  tor the PPfj 

'IIlack mon i t or- t o  al arm r-eq""r d 1 f14 dbnurma. l l y  h i gh rddl onuc l l de l evel s .  Th i S  

l l ml t 1 5  g l V"-'1l n o  +ur'lher e " p l "tnCl t l on .  I he p""o� l e  o f  J d <J.ho deservI;' t o  know 

at wha.t I E-vel the l i mi t 1'!O t o  be �e t .  

T H E  DkAF1 £ 1 5  F A I L S  -IU AOI:::UUATELY DELINEATL:: HYDROLOGIC EFFECTS 

Thw ICPP I n j e c t i o n  wei ! W"' !ii u!loed to dl lOcholrge l ow-l "'v� l radloac t 1 v� .., .... te 

to the subsurface from 1 9::'3 to 191J4. 

On p.ge !:.- 1 :.!  It IS pOlnled out that I n J �c t l on o f  rddlOOlc t l ve m ... t e r l .:l l !ii 

though an ex 1 st 1 ng w e l l  or .bove ol dr I nla ng w ... ter sourc" l !il  proln b i  ted by 

Id ... ho stOlt" regu l a t l On .  NonlO't h lO' l p s  .... . on p ... ge .... �-1 5  .,nd 3- 1 4  I t  1 10  atdited 

t h Ol t  th& I n j ec t i on we l l  ilt leFt" rem"lns; In use for emergency !ii i tu Ol t l o n 5 .  I f  

Id.ho s t ., t u t lO'  pertnl t s  U 1i e  of d r l  I n J �c t l 0n w e l l  f o r  emergency d l llpO.OI l o f  

r ., d l o a c t l v e  e f f l uent at ICPP. polgt? ::"- 1 :':  s h o u l d  be .,mended to r e f l � c t  t h a t  

re.,1 1 t y .  

On t h e  oth�r h.,nd , I f  I C P P  l rl J e<.:t.lon of r d d i o il c; t l V IO'  ef t l uent 1 a  c.ontrdry 

to IdOlho stdte regu l a t i ons under a n y  c l r CL,mlitolnCQS, the �"EIS <ahou l d  r e f l " c t  

.,l terna t. l ve cont l nyency p l dn s  for emergency d l SpO'iial ot r"".,d l oac t l v9 l i qU i d  

- I :!  -

ef f l uen t .  

THE. Uh:AFT t.:. l S  F/HLS 1 U  fbS�S:.J fHt: I Mf-'AC I U N  I DAHO ' S  ECONOMY 
Muc;h cl. t t u l l l l o n  In Idaho hci.S bL'l.11l t ocLlsed on the of potent) 011 Jobt; 

derived from constrUC t l on .. rid op['<rc\tl0n of ttll'� �l� t OlC l l l t y . 

5 . 2 7 . 1 . 1  l mportolnt to I d ahoan s ,  c1nd t or t h a l  rea�on 1 feel t h ol t  di f u l l 
di n a l Y S l $  shouJu be a mdnd .. tory c O(llponent tJt the f- E I S .  

Agr1 c u I  ture and tour 1 !O m  OI r e  I d""ho . s 1 IO'adl n g  1 ndustr I e lO .  /:loth caul d b li'  
I m P ol<.:ted by S I S  oper .. t I O/1. I::.ven under normOlI oper a t I ng C l r""CUtTlI.t .. n c e lil ,  .. 

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 4  nuc l e  .. r .. eo1lJons pr"oduC l l on f OlC l l l t y 1 5  no qrli'a.t boon t o  fOlrmerli or dr .... for 
tour l lO t 5 ,  olnd In the event of oln .. c c I dent the neg ... t l v9 YCOnOmlC I mpacta 
c o u l d  br.> w): treme. 

On pagl:' ':;-4 thi S 1 s�ue 15 5i l r t ed wl ltl the e): p l �nat l 0n .  "No rec;9nt 
$toltl Sotl C S  r e q  .... rdl n 9  tOLl r l S I1'1  for t h e  I Nt::L regIon are .. val l .b l  e. " Some 
�td t l JOt l (' S worth L O n S l d e r l n g  the f o l l OWi n g :  S u n  Val l ey . 01 I ", .. dl n g  
dest i n at i on re !iiorl 1 5  sl t u � t ed about I:JI) ai r-mI l es from th� propo$ed S I S 5 . 2 7 . 3 2 si t e .  During November though .... pr l J  0+ 1 985-86 there .. ere 393,689 " ' p i ne 
JO k i er"" d .. ys on /:Idldy. Nordl!: 5 L 1 ll1() �nd other sports are a l so qU i te popu l a r ,  
dnd account for another J "" 'ge �ie'gn,ent at t h e  touriSm t h l !O ",rea IoIelco"'IO'5. A 
loc .. l op t i on ta): IS l eV I ed In some Wood H l ver Voli l ey C l t l e!ii such as Ketchum 
.. nd Sun Va l l e y .  For the aforemen t l onlO'd purlod at t i me ,  t h e  l oc .. l option 
tOl):elil generClt�d $411:'> ,1:Ji'3. Ali th� t "' ; : e s  are .. I i'. t.l): on ret a 1 1  Ii ... l e. and .. 2 f. tax on room � ,  COndomlnl um5 and l I quor: I t  cOIn be diSsumed t h a t  they 

- 1 ::. -
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r",pr�!;;e n t  d I,l r r.JS5 val u,,,e 1 11 "'):CI?SS ut "-:'" m l l l i un .  

Cr",ll?rs of t hu Muu" N",t I on ", !  Monument" ""h l Lh tl  .. S llll!' pUlen t l d l  l o  becOllle 

ld .. h o · s;  T l r s l  N cl. l l onal P��ri l l el> I.., n l �' ",unlit 1'"1 mI l es t o  the southwesL of lhe 

I t'>lEL .  

Ef.l do l n� COll l . L y  t , a u  l i n !  tol (jtir;osl p a p u l �' l l on growth r d l e  I n  t h e  INEL a r e  .. 

between 1'"1/0 dn,j l '"l lj o .  IH ,l l ne I.rAtnt y · s  g r tl w l h  r Ol l e  at " 1 . 2  perCQnt 

Clt. tr l bu l d b , 1:.'  t. o  lhe pr"'UOm l f1dnl l y  lOUr l �'In - r f;' l d t �u economy of l h  .. l Olr€'a. An 
acc i den l ,  or even rurnor U1 .... n .;!'(. c l ut.'nt. , ",1. thl<' I NI:.L c ou l d  CClU6e l rrepoillr Ol.b l e  

h"'r"ln l o  l1 i .a l nu COLHl l y · �  PL lInom','. 

l HE Ukm: l E I S  !-fi I LS ·1 0 f··kU!·l:hl , l  L:UN:'; 1 1J1:.1i r·1l:: I IC( )kULUU 1CAL CUNU I 1 I LJNS 

!-·age n-�l u ;: p l a l f1 �  l tlLIl t i l l.>  "n ' H I ·  -;;.pe,,·d mlo.'dSL1rl.'menl l l e I g h t  LI!ied l o  d e r i v e  

r a d l cl.t l un dos£?s l rn p d r h..'u t Il tt l f.'  pU[lIlI . .  l l lJfl « s s o c I  .. led W I t h  r e l e.ases frum t h e  

S l !:i  f ac I l l l y  ""t t t l li.'  J Nt:.L 1 ,) metIU· S .  l .. b l f.>  A-6 on p .. qu A- I !  I n d l c .J. t e s  

! ha l  l h e  S l dC I t , E H qhl for t t ,.,' � J b  1 5  36 . (., fT<et. �r s .  1 0  ur.aw 01. vCl l l d  

SC l en l l f l C  c.onc l U 'lO l un .. bout t tl ""  r �\d l a t l on d051<' d I sp e r S i o n  c.hcl.rcl.ctr.r l &. t l C S ,  

same e f f o r l  fnL,st b", ",due l u  d"'IIIOl l s l r ",t.lt l t l d l  thl?re l !i  cl. d I re c t  correl a t i on 

bet.ween the Iool l nd 5pl<'",d and d i r ec t i on <It lhe lwu 5epdrate hel g h l s  con .... ldered 

I v  meLto-rs ar,d __ '!::J . 6  mf�ll:'r � ) .  I he lJ£ l S  t d l l �  l o  cl.ddress t h l �  

hypothet 1 ccl.l currel .. t I on .  

I HI:. IJhAfOl �. I S  !j" LLUU .. I I:. �  nHUIJ ! H 1 GH-LI:.Vl=.L WAS'l l:-. S l Uh:f\lol:. 

! tle summcl.ry e}: p ' '' l f1 S  on Pcl.Qc 5 - 6 ,  " 1 h:U ..... s t l?  WUULO BI::: packaged, Cl;!r t l f l e d ,  

.... nu tr ol.rls p u r l e u  t o  the W l l-'F' n e a r  Car l �u .. d ,  N e w  Mtl:� l CO . "  (emphoill� i &  added) 

f il l s  I S  pur l? l y s p e c u l ",l l on ,  d'" Lh� W I F"I-' 1 <>  not yet I n  1 h e  w l !-· .... III .... y 

nol br. p l dceu In Sc:'r V l c t!  due to d hU.:lh r a t e  u f  w .. t�r I nf l ow .  10 be a §; a f e  

rfjposl lor y tur t i l qh·-l eveJ r a u l oiH t l ve "' do H l e ,  lht: W l  .... 1-' must comp l y  wi l h  ttl€' 

I:..f�A 5 l a n d ol r u 5  f a r  d l sposcl. l . l he I:.t··A standard!i r e q u l r i!'  t h "" t  ground ...... ler 

travel l n y  f r om the r",pos l t. ory l u  lI.", dol.cl:' 5 !.n t J l e  enVI ronment C oillnnol t ... ke l a66 
I , OUll ye .. r� for th� Journey. 

I n  .. c l l.,,,, l l l y ,  dS pOJ I l l e d  Dt(t un .:- 1.17 ,  t h e  /RU ..... §it€' 1.011 1 1  be l a l  E!11 to 

l i t e  SWE!-',... .. t. It.,,, lNI:.L HWI'IC. l hcn,' t h e y  '"Il l !  be "held I n  !ii torage areas 

OI.dJacE!nt t o  tl1u SWEf'"f'" dl>, a l t J I lY t.r.:al,spur t . "  The&e wastes W i l l  be fOlted to 

wal t for .. scd n t l on to th.� vHr y s p r l Oll� qUE!stlon o f  Whdt to do "'I th 

h l gh-levl;li "'osles ... h l C h  remdln d':ln<1C'ruu� for over I U , LIVO ye .. rs. 

I hl<' FE I S  must not. be bClsed on S P f> {  u l  .. t l o n ,  but must I nlio t e  .... d r ... t l l!'c t  f Ol.c t .  

�pecul a t l ve s l dtemen t. s ,  a s  lh� urH�� u n  p .. qes :"':-4'1 and 4 - 1 � ,  WhICh pr esume t o  

be t a c t IJ .. I hdve no p l  ... cj,! , n  t �l l �  u(),umen t . 

[ HI:. UW,,· ! US I- H J. L�� [0 "UI:.UUIHI:.LY CON5 IUI:.R W J LULlFE 

Un paye ':'-4 Il I'  . .  p O l n t ,", d  {JLIt. t h a t  "qr"'z l ny 15 prohIbIted WIthin 3 
I l l ofTI� t ,", r �  0+ any nUL I I� .. r +U("l l l l y . "  F""'ljE> �'- l B  notes t h a t  "por t I on s  of the 

INEL !iIte <ire IJrazed by c. a t l l e  Clnu sheep . " Page .5-2':' descrIbes; t h e  1985 
t. e s t l l lCj o �  m u !:. c l e  ar.u I I Vr:r !:.�� m p l e s  t r am shj,!ep that had gr .. ..:l,1d In the 

nurthern "HHj E!a"Otern gr· a': l nq dr�ClS oi the INI:.L SI t e .  ThOlt pClr"" oiIIgraph 

I� -
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concludeli, "Uetectab l u  c;onc;enlr ... t l e>'H' of 1 0d l nw- 1 -5 1  I n  m i l k  and celuum-137 

WE'r& mea'5ured In 1986 t u l l owlnlj the Chetnubyl a c; c; l d en l . "  

G l v�n t h a l  radlO;J.c t l v l t y  h ... � b""lO!n mon i tored +or sh&ep. I t  f o l l o  ... s 

pronyho .. n ... oulll prel&elll <II casE' "'ICWUl 5ll�llYlng a l so. l-'aqE' 3 - 1 9  ,.tate� l h . t  

$(11. o f  J d d h o ' s  totdl pronghorn popul at i on 1 9.  pres"nl at the INEL "Ill;> dU"lng 

the "'lntE'r- fllon lhs. Pronghorn are hLlnt.,.d to,.- their meat. l hey r e p r e s e n t  oil 
f ood .. ource for I d aoharH. and an econom i C  .. esource t o  outf l t terli and g U i d e s .  

N o  men t i on I S  m d d e  of the P " ll' c  .. u t l ons laken to prohi b i t  p .. ongho .. n from 

9 .. a;: l ng c.lo�L' t o  n u c; l e a r  t a C I l l l l eS .  

T h e  FE I !::> , III o .. de .. l o  p r o l e c t  "" l l d l l t e , ;as wel l a� the he;J.lth OIo n d  .... f e l y  

5 . 6 . 7  of those who c;on�ume Wi l d l I fe ,  must stUdy ;and address .. ;ad l o l og l ca} I mp a c t s  

0 +  s;ynthet u:: .. .;adl onuc l l des o n  W I l d l I f e .  

H I E.  ORAF r t I S  F A I L S  T O  Al.)l.)KE.SS OCCUPATIONAL SAFE: fV 

f-·;J.ge 4-3:': defe .. s lhE' I ssue o f  an I n-dejJttl &tudy of onsl t ... worl,er 

consequences lo 01. l el t e,.- dat e .  f- l fJure 14-:": on p;age A-B Slho"'ls .. forec;a,.t year 

�ulv popul ... l l on o f  ;:ero In the V- l o  t V - m I l e  .. ;a d l u  ... . whi l e  po1.gY 4-35 pOi n t .  

5 . 2 0 . 6  out. "Cu .. ..  en t l y  there .. r-e an est l melted tllUJ emp l oya ... ,. "'Io .. k l ng I n  the lCPP 

o1.r-aa W i th I n  a I -mI l e  .. ""dlus uf the S I S  P"oJt!cl !l l l e . " 

These people Wi l l  be el':posed , at c l o e ll'  range, to the ef f l uent of the S ' S  

PrOject f o r  about :..!OVI) /lours per Vi:'ar , Yl!l the O E I S  dOIHi n o t  ... ddre�a l h l S  

- In -

l HE kf'lNbl:::: UF P U � ' l I L A l 1:. 1)  HLCIU1:.N ' �  CUN!;>JDIOREc;U I N  lHE URAFl E. l S  

I S  I liD L l f'llT1:.U 

Sec t i on 4 . 1 . 3 . 1  of the Ot I S  t!xamlnes four po,.tulated oiIccld&nt !5iCenarIO� 

and e:�amlnes t.he POten l l a l  consl..'quences. I h e  fou .. p o s t u l a tE'd a c; c l d e n t li  are: 

1-'1-"1:1 t i r e .  nucl ear Lr i l i c a l l t y ,  l\IH:ontrol l ed cheml c a l  .. e.;ac t l on ,  and D1:lE. None 

0+ these "'CCl Ue'lls dr-e LJeyolld lJe l l {· t .  

A p l ulonlum f i r e  occurred ... t k(.)(. k )-' t" l a. t s  I n  1 '169. 

I n  196!:J lhe G-L-l rea.ctC!r d l  t he INLL sut " ?red <lin une)�pected c. r l t l c a l l t y ,  

.. eiiu l t l n!j I n  dI b U I  t dllP U +  titeam trolll a n  o v  ... rhli!ated reactor core. Th i S  

bUI l dup c.J.us ... d t h e  r ll' d c t or v""s��d t o  JumlJ i n to the a I r ,  s p r a Y i n g  r ;ad l oac t l ve 

steam a s  It d i d  so. l tlrli!e peop l e  l'Ie .. e � l l i ed In the I n C I de n t .  

An u n c o n t  .. o l l ed C.henl l C cl J  reClctlon I n  1:lhopcll , l nd l a  demons;t .. a l e d  th e 

per n i C I OUS .ll.Jl l l t y  of th ... LHlpred l c. l db fe lo occur. 

l:.arlhqu a � e5 tl",-ve been surpr 1 5 l n�J Hm�r l c dns; for d!l long ""5 Amer i c Oi  h;a,. been 

on Uus c o n t I n e n t .  

Eillch of the f u u r  p u s l l l l d l "" d  ",-ct l dent.,. I S  ... POSS l b l l l ly ;  f i re ,  C.rl t l C a l l l y .  

uncon t r o l l ed reaction o r  ecl.rthq('l"�· ii! .  't e l  none ",re e):amlned adequ;atel y "'I t h  

r"'gard t o  thr.· ranqe uf poss l b l ""  envi ronmental r e l e;alOes ot radl a. t l on .  I n  

each i n s t;anc; e  the Pf"u st"uctLlre I S  a.ssumed t o  rem;aln I n t ac t ,  and the 

puslul dt",d r ... l Cclses ",l �"joly� e), l l  "0'1 '"  the HLl-"A f l l tr" al i on lOysteln and th" PPI:l-
s1.;ac;�:. I II edch ot lh�'SH f Oil'" even t s ,  the Hi:.PA f I l ter ef f I C i ency 1" on l y  

- 11 -
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e:,amLned tor'" the v -<l l u e s :  f u l l Il;' f t l C l l.!nl: V ,  "''>'-per'"c:ent 0,. 9v-perC6?n t .  

1 0  Lr'" u l y e::oI,fII1ne t hE.' rdnQe a t  �u�s l tJ l e  I.'nv l r on men t al con &.equenc:e� o f  thesil 

OlCCl uent sc:enol.r 1 Oi; , ttle r'"ClOl .. t l un tics!:' In remlP must dl so b e  d l &p l .yed f o r  

=.,1)-plO'rcent .Hld !J-per"(.f!Jll t i l ler nt t l (.: l lo'flCY v d l u e � .  

�ec t l on "+ . 1 . :  . •  : ;':  d 1 6C U'ii&lU' the Lun!DeqU£!flCe� of oil pO'iOtulOl.ted 5ilVllrtl' f aC l l l t y  

oI,c c l d  .. n l .  I tl l "  SoL'v ... ,..e t �tC l l 1 t y ""Cf� . derll 1 &  e .... en t l  ... l l y  01. t I re ;lnd oil 1 0  • •  of 

g l ovv-bo:: d.nd �PB f i l t r at i on .  I n  l �� t d e  "+ -- 1 1  on p .. g e  4 - 3 1  WI!! f l n  .. l 1 y  'II •• t h e  

p r o p e r  .. t:t 01' f l l t.ar" Wf+ l t:. l ilncy s t c<.t 1 S t l t:.  .. .  However , "  l ac k  of c r.at l v l t y 

IS dYmcmstr.atwd In dllli i g n i n g  t h tll �o-cal J ed "severli f ac I l i t y accld.nt " .  

f lO! il l  t. h  .. t "'" • •  ver9 f ol.C l l l t. y  ioIt:: C. l dll!flt WlllJ l d  conald.r lIomlll t1 l nQ c .. t .. atrop h l c:  

liuch .. s l u r c r ,J. f t  i lllp ac t  r.JlU l t l ng I fl 1i! : : p l O W l o n  And .. brll"oIich of t h .  F'F'B 1'1 .. 1 1 ,  

plilrh .. pB 1i'): p l O Jl l V Irtl  VOle"dn l t.  ""rlllJ t l Un W I l t"1 re .. u l l.nt compl .. t lP  destruclion 

of .... PB and t:on t wn l •• 

I t  molY bs tllill op i n i on 0+ the prep .... rlPr. of t. h l .  LJElS t h  .. t auch liiv.n t  • .a r e  

not vflr y p r ob ab l y .  rtlll' 'IIam. m l 'lo t. on C ftp t l on m.y h a v e  b e a n  h e l d  by tho •• who 

l .aunc.hed the ap .. ce .�u.l t t l a  [.ll . l l engur . or tho." who oper a l sd Lilernobyl , or 

tho'lls who a l l oHllld ths l hree M i l le  i ," i O!l.nd r .. act.or cor� t o  m. l t .  Tha 

uneHp�c t. ed .. rid i mprull a l l l b'  d()t:c'� (Jcc ur , "'lid tha r cld i oill i on r o l li'  •••• r •• u l l i ng 

frum the SCerlclr l OIl 1 h avD pUl - f o r t h  nstlld t o bq made pub l i C for eonal d.r a t l on 

.. � p ar t  uf tllw 5I� r E I !:> .  

Sec t i on 4 . 1 . 3 . 3  C'::olllline'll l r oilnllpor t .. l l on a C C i d e n t  I m p il c t a .  Pag. 4-32 
e:: p l . l n s  lhdt t r Ol n g p u r t a t l DIl r uu t" ... to b w  uali!d wer ll" a var l ab l .  In the 
kf4.lJ TRAN I i I  _nO!l.l y � u s. .  r�olge A-4t;1 furUler e): p l .ll n s  t h a t  reprt.sen t a t l vu 

I n lvr�tatq h I ghway rout ills wen� Qen er at l!d b y  the IN1ERS I A f  r ou t i ng n.t wor k 

- 11:1 -

cods. However, thiO' DE15 t . u l s  t o  spec 1 f y tho r'" out e  gen&r atvd by INTER-STAT. 

L ac k i ng tt) l �  CruC l oil !  ] nt or m,.ll uln , I n t ormed oil n oil l y s l lI  0'* t he DE l S ' s  

conC l U to l On s  coiInnot b" l he FElS must sp&c l f y the actuilol rout ... 
gener .. tlil!d by INTi:.RS fAT f r olll H.lntur·d lo the INEL, olnd from t he INEL t o  Rocky 

FI ... t • •  

Holl::: Uf.;AFT E IS FAILS I U  IJUCUMENT A N  EVACUA I I ON PLAN 

On p ... g • .11 -62 I t  1. pOHl ted O\.lt th .. t ... rl Ef-'Z for th. S I S  Proj.ct "MQuld b. 

dltv. l opad " .  I rl olhli!r word & ,  t l ll,o'I- s  1 i1  now n o  II'murljiluncy p l an developed for 

t h e  SIS lu t .  t o  p r n t lf c t  on ili l t . per"'l!ionnlll l , the pu.b l l c  h .... l t h  .and a . f . t y ,  or 

the .nvironmltnt. 

A .p.c l f l c  .volcu.ticm p l Ot.n for the !:iIS PrOject ahoul d b e  I nc l u.ded In th. 

FElS.  

THE DkAFf E l S  FAILS T U  AUDRE!;iS EMEF�GENCY MEDI CAL TREATMENT 

On paljillil 4-64 it 1 &  pOl n l vd out t.h .. l E I HMC wou l d  i n jur.d 

r ... d l o  ... c t l V. l y  contAmlnated p .. t l l:ml ( tI )  p.r an Ot.qrlil.mun t .  How.v.r t he DEIS 

f ... l l a  to 4nllln t l on the q u l a i f l c .;a t l O n &  of I:::: IRMl.: WI t h rlil!g ... rd t o  treatment of 

riidl Ot.tlon a l e lmll'aa ( v . g .  numb"r of tJ.d. aVoll l ab l ,, ) . Camp l .t . l n f ormation on 

E I RMC qUoill i f i c  .. t l ona .haulu be I nc l uded in the FI:. I S .  

- 1'1 -
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THt:: DFo:AF r I::. I S ENlJURbES A PURELY SF-'I:::CULAT I VE T E:.CHNULOGY 

The AVL I S  Pr'"oce5l>, a s  El): p l a l ned In §; e c t l o n  2. 1 . 1 . 1  .lJundlii qU i t &>  P01Ui l U l fl .  

So do m a n y  ," C I QneQ f l c t l on book .. I r'"E'ad as; a C h i l d .  

1 cOlIn f i nd flO OI,t1eql� a l {J  l n i or'"rn", t l tln I n  t..h� putJ l l l!ihed II C l e n t l t i c  I l terOlt.ur-e 

whlch wou l L l  l (;'oOId me t o  bel l eve that th i S  P'-OC�1>5 wi l l  ""o'-k I nd u 5 t r- l a l  

sc.l e .  F-'",rhoil.pli my l i teratur e r eVlf,OW W cI �  l n JOuf t l C l en t  d u &  to t l mQ 

con!O;tral n t lO .  1 t U1I'1 l h  .. t the FE. l �  W i l l  hav&! to bw much more Bub Q t an t l vll' I n  

l tli .:trqument thd.t th� AVl l S  p r c.lcPsli wl i l  f u n c t i o n  I n  OlI n  lndu1itr l Oil l  & lI' t t l n g  

016 h y p o t h Q I H  s e d .  

COI�CLU!:> 1 UN 

Con&trltc t l ng and oper . t l nQ the S I S  ""rOJllct ,.hoWIi oil d l lirllQOIIr d  f o r  

envI ronmental concsrns do n L l  publ i C  ht,o_l ttl c l n d  lli a f Q t y .  I-' l u t o n l u m  110 a t OX I C  

el &ment W i t h  a l o n g  h ... l f - I l f e .  Humans; hav& not ye t  g .l I ned the abi l i t y  t o  

liat- e l y  u t l l l ;t O  tll i li  e l t!men l ,  or t o  d l spo�e of the byproduct. of I t  .. 

ut I l I  tV • 

I suppor t the " No A c t I o n "  il l ter"n ... t l ve .  

- :': 0  -

[ 2 7 9  

TESTl:MONY ON THE SIS PROJECT 
SITING AT THE IlfEL 

The Draft Environmental statement for the SIS project is 

concerned with economic ,  environmental, and safety 

am. satisfied with the conclusions in that document . In addition, 

I am in favor of siting the SIS project at the INEL for the 

follo .... 1ng reasons : 

1. The Le9!slat!vB and Executive branches of the Federal 

governm.ent have determined that a nead for additional mil itary-

grade plutonium exists. The AVLIS process is the least expensive 

method of providin9 for that need. 

2. The IHEL contractors have amassed an excellent record 

for safety in their handling of nuclear materia l s .  I believe 

that WINCO will manage the SIS project with at least the salDe 

degree of concern and safety. Furthermore, the proj ect 

represents only a small increase in the amount and burden of 

nuclear materials handled. at the site. 

3. The jobs represented by the operating staff of the SIS 

will be replacements for j obs that are being phased out as 

projects end.. Without the SIS, total employment at the INEL will 

decrease and the already depressed economy of Southeast Idaho 

will suffer. 

4 .  The SIS offers a significant opportunity for the 

manufacturing economy of the region. Some of the parts and 

subassemblies for the project are within the current capabilities 

of the state ' s  firms. With this opportunity, and with federal 

and state cooperation and assistance, Idaho vendors can upgrade 

l . 1  
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their capabilities to supply more, not only for this project but 

others .  

5 .  Laser isotope separation, upon which the AVLIS 

technology is based, holds qreat promise for industrial and 

cOmlDercial This project represents the first use of the 

technol oqy in a production situation. Individuals and 

orqani:tations involved at this early stage should have a 

siqnif icant competitive advantaqe aa the te�hnology qrowB toward 

cOmlDerciali zation. 

J. Frank Harmon 

547 South Ninth 

Pocatello, Idaho 63201 

CIRCLE 4 CATTLE CO., Inc. 

March :W , 1988 

Dr. Clay Hichols 
Department ot: h.nergy 
785 DOE i>lace 
Idaho lo�alls, ID 83402 

Dear Dr. Nichola, 

[280 

£ X n,'b,"+- ;280 
JEROME, IDAHO 833J1J 

PHONE 32".2277 

I .:un in the cattlu Uus';'I1eso southwest ot Jerom�. with my wifa 
anu ton salaried anployees , we operate Circle 4 cutt le <';0. \�c 
maintain iln i nventory of lOJrtb 1 1 , 000 head of cattle on feed 
y£J«ir around. 'rhree walls furnish water for the li voatock. olt 
our placC' and u multitude of wells are used by my neighbors 
to irl"igoteo and for culinary use. I anl concerneu that th(> 
propoacu location for the 51:) facility i8 only a short distance 
from the channfll of the nie Lost Hiver and within 7 or 0 miles 
of the lliq il.l'}d Little Lost Hiver sinKS. Our aquifer is far too 
procious to be jeoparoized in any mann€lr. though you say the 
ChanCGB 2.r C"  rlJll'llote. In light of what i,:;YA states may be massive 
cont4lTllnation problESns at INi,:;L. l.Jo we ...,ant to aoel t.o ".he 
potential contamination of our aqui fer7 

In light ot the INf' treaty and the pro.pect s for a reduction 
i n  lonq range mi8sile!l. ooas i t  make any aense to add to the 
nation' 8 otockpile of plutoniwn? 

I believe that \ole in the Magic Valley should say no to the 
proposed SIt:; facility. 

Sincerely, 

�,j-C. 2-;¥"� 
Erno.t ii;. France 
Preaident 
Circle 4 Cattle Co. 
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March 2 8 ,  1 988 

Testimony from Judy Ruprecht , 1 5 20 Pri nceton Dr . ,  Twin F a l ls , 1 0 8 3 3 0 1  

Department of Energy Public Hearing on Special Isotope Separator 

I ,  too, am speaking against the proposed SIS plant to be 
bui l t  at INEL. To me , this is another " pork barrel "  project and 
is abSOlutely not needed . 

According to John Herrington , U . S .  Secretary of Energy, the 
u . s .  now has stockpi led approximately 1 0 0  tons of weapons-grade 
plutonium. To quote Hr . Herrington "We are awash in  pluton i um . " 

And this plutonium has a she l f  l i fe of 2 0 , 000 years . 

The Signing of the INF treaty w i l l  free up 2 tons of weapon 
grade plutonium.  I f  current negot i a t i ons on a 5 0 %  strateg ic 
force cutback are successful ,  plutonium equa l ing 8 times the 
amount to be produced by the SIS will be made ava i lable for new 
weapons product i o n .  

The SIS p l a n t  is abSOlutely n o t  necessary . 

TESTIMONIAL 
DOE HEARING ON THE PROPOSED SIS PLANT 

TWIN FALLS , IDAHO 
MARCH 2 8 ,  1 9 8 8  

PETER A .  RUPRECHT 

I DON'T WANT THE SIS 
'CAUSE IF THERE'S EVER A LEAK, WE 'VE GOT AN AWFUL MESS. 

lliEY SAY IT WON'T  LEAK, lliEY SAY IT ' S  CLOSED UP TIGHT, 
lliEY SAY NOTHING'S  GOING TO HAPPEN Bur YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT MIGHT. 

I DON'T WANT PLurONIUM OVER MY WATER SUPPLY 
' CAUSE IF IT SOAKS OOWN IN THEN WE ALL MIGHT DIE. 

THE SWFF WILL BE TRUCKING OOWN OUR ROADS AS WELL. 
IF SCJiE SHOULD CRASH ours IDE YOUR HOUSE, YOO'RE WELCCJ.!E TO 

A LIVING HELL. 
NCM MAYBE NOTHING'S  GOING TO HAPPEN, MAYBE IT 'LL PASS THE TEST, 
:sur IF IT OON'T, THEN FOLKS, WE 'RE THE CHERNOBYL OF THE WEST. 

1 . 1  
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March 2 8 ,  1 9 8 8  

Testimony from Jeff Ruprech t ,  1 5 2 0  Princeton Dr . ,  Twin  Fal l s ,  ID  

Department of Energy Public Hear ing on Speci a l  I sotope separator 

I am speaking aga inst the proposed SIS  installation 
anywhere , but spec i f ically in Idaho . 

I am compel l ed to speak because I am a husband , father , 
fol lower of Jesus , and an inhabi tant of the earth . 

The faci l i ty is to produce ingred i ents for nuclear weapons .  
Nuclear weapons are anti -peop l e ,  anti -earth , and anti -God . 

They burn t i ssue , blister ski n ,  blow matter to bits , 
contaminate the earth, and snuff out l i ves indiscr iminatelY , 
including souls who have not yet come to know a loving savior . 

Does the world need more of thi s ?  Is thi s  our vis ion for 
the future? Is this what-W;-want our chi ldren and grandchi ldren 
to think was important to us? 

Come on Idaho ! We can do better than this ! For several  
hundred j obs , many of which are of doubtful tenure , many of  which 
would go to people not now living in  Idaho , this price is too high . 
Idaho , we can and must do better than this ! 

E 2 8 2  

SfafemeY\T 
SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJ ECT 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (oElS) 

REGISTRATION FOR ORAL PRESENTATION 

0 MARCH 25,  1988 IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 

0 MARCH 26, 1988 BOISE, IDAHO 

0 MARCH 28 , 1988 TWIN FALLS, IDAHO 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN ORAL PRESENTATION ON THE DEIS AND HAVE NOT 
ALREADY SIGNED UP.  

NAME DVfh<d ( J (( 1/5((;) �CJU/ 
REPRESENTING _____________________ _ 

ADDRESS If!:. J H,u..2rJ0.fY1JSJ / (WZ'I\ J3&fs 7 If) 
CITY STATE ZIP PHONE 73?-- 7&7 2  

( uJ (M {- -frJ fvOjecr !  R. '/. (!/V1+ I«j e!,lp �f7c.. qJp05,'h;" 
�('IA)4. Ja-�cfl;J1W 

-f?J lkz.. 5/S  
1 . 1  
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S I S 

I .... t • •  TIS • 1. e .... r .c ttl. S I S  Pr.jaat. Since the Ript t. Werle Bill 

...... 4 1. I ..... , tbe .pl.,..., .n-"'IIII1 .. .... Y. at •• 1I11, , ••• tlWJl hill. 

I reel that 1e th. real re .... w. 1 .. , the S C ::; t,; ,raJaat, aet � ...... • t 

au ..... u .,.t .... Far the, eftl4 have •• 41 •• 0.14 ".y. �._ .,...tetl. 

1_ .. Ulden Cr.�tuall,..,.elC anti I either ha ... ,. luve nrpb,..nt er d •• 

leavtI the atate. I ... ., MIn h ... Qui Inti 14 ..... , •• 1 ... 1ac 18 Da' te .. t-
1�le • •• t ft .. ..  4 na, 1A the ftlt.ue. I oan flee the a",""Rn1 •• at the S I ,j;a; 
,reject Car tuture -.u.,..., t� IIUIMretie .t ... ,le. It. eu �. tou .. kilt« 

5 . 24 . 23 
at ItI ... ,. tiuacia.l floeall_. J.. t.he dht,1en .t. ..... 

,
with 118 i.tlll.try h s-

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 9  

peak: at e-s. .. te ItI.h., it vi�l ... n �. 4 ••• rt .,aiR. B.CI •••• pea,la h .... 

t. . ..... . UrtDl ar _lB. 1 .... , .. 4 wba" Du� le.r ,.,.1' ill alr •• tlr at. til • •  
81t.., lean ••• na _" OD,er vit.� Plut,Q1ga. Plartq � ••• uti ... ,. te .. fl. 

r-(R� r ,&1.a ••• n, .. upl.,.. at. t.he alt.., I b., �\. hu4 th • •  att, pr".Rn •• 
that an •• aAtlre" t •• n..re b a� .. lut..IT •• ,..e1�llit, .t .�r •• 
SAJ'I:\'I PllOOIIllUS All STftICTLT IIPOIU:ED.BJ "'lI!Tar. AT TlII SITI Au/ATS. 
Th • •  ".rtWli •• t.r tutlU'C...,I.,..nt are l1a1U ••• 04 t.r tlut re .... al ... 
1. • .... tI un t.r pre," ••• 
WII, ."ftl4 Detur .tat.. .. t vll.at 14a" . .. .... ,.r.t.l' ue". t • •  ...nn. 
What .yu .... ...... ta ... rl .. k �. the t .. ,_ plu.t •• a i . ..... tar ... , " .... 

.,..J .. u ... 1_ ".f.uy • ••• ,.... J .. , wa.lId.RC .. t .t ,.u.r ,,_ .. tI tIr1rt .. 

5 . 28 . 6  '."'-l' Gar ,.... .. ... 1I. ...... r .. the 5 l �. 

/1-� ;(n:aL "//cFcJ,f" � ;f � -£-"  
/ P ?  ¥ ;l. d""""O �- .::I � z:q 
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I y.t. "TiS " t. tu S I S  Pr.ject. I have rutl ... tari_l .n the Jtre,ject. 

Watch TV aa4 bear .. the pUe anll cene .n the "rejeet. My hue.anll is a 

Uni.n Cran.man anll has •• rkell .t the e1 te .n nUIII"reu.!l "r.jecte e. I kaew 

.ith.ut hninl' been .n the .!lite, �ut frem hb experieneu the Safety Pre-

cellur"e taht are lIuch a part .f an; "r.ject at the flite. De fere any ,r.ject 

18 etarte4 It. the craftemen,they all ,e t. sclle.l f.r • perioll .f ••• Ire, 
4.,..n1ll.1nl' en the "reject. This al.ays c.vers Safety Proc elilures anlil all 

em,l., •• e: mU.!lt knew thellll. The .'"est •• jecthn. I hr-"" bearll 1s the .Ullil1nl' 

.f liIefeneive We.,.u. Wet the liIan,er ef Plut.,,:' ''!. Kyeelf) I feel .e ftee4 

Defensive W •• ,. •• • I f •• l mueh eafer knMlinc v. lIave thelll . Th • •  ,,.rtun1 •• 
fer tutu...-errtpl.}'Ment is enll1ess. Iliah. nee"s the S I S . 

, . ��I:V :( C���� /) " " ZI rJ G.� ./d, V;.c�,0 
//;7 AI c:z� L ! 
&-U� � 
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Melissa Jasephy 
Post. Office Box 2 0 4 4  
H a i l e y ,  Idaho 8 3 3 3 3  

March 2 8 , 1 9 8 8  

£ 2 8 5  

Open Let.ter t.0 the People o f  Idaho : 

The St.at.e of Idaho needs more jobs and more indust.r ies. 
But. the people o f  Idaho are allo ..... ing their desperat.ion 
and their hunger t.o blind them t.o t.he realit.ies of 
plut.onium product.ion in t.heir own back yard . 

What.ever t.he fact.s are in the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile 
Memorandum, t.he world does not. need another molecule o f  
plut.onium. Cert.ainly t.here a r e  more t h a n  enough nuclear 
weapans--we don ' t  have t.o st.ockpile them l ike bullets-
one or t ...... o are adequate to ..... ipe out the world. 

lnst.ead of considering producing more o f  a subst.ance 
unquest ionably hazardous , ..... e should be considering what 
to do ..... ith the wastes and the stockpiles ..... e already have . 
perhaps the technology and t.he ne ..... jobs that. Idaho needs 
could be in t.he realm of world cleanup inst.ead of ..... orld 
polut.ian . 

And so we get. a few jobs for a decade. What. new companies 
and new people are going t.o move next door t.o a plutonium 
plant.--and who ' s  going t o  buy pot.a t-ocs and alfalfa watered 
wit.h nuclear ..... ast.e. We ' l l  have t.o change our license plat e :  
Idaho - Nuclear Pot-at.oe s .  

Hope f u l l y  submitt.ed , 

\) , ,\ \" \ " " " \" " ' ( 
Melissa Josephy " 

TO : S n a k e  R i v � r  A l l  i A Il (; P.  
G r o u n d wa t e r  A l l i a n c e  

FR OM : B i l l a n d  R o s e  M a l l o r y  
P . O .  B o x  1 0 1 4  
H a i l e y .  1 1.1 .  8 3 3 3 3  

£286 

W e  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  p r o  a n d  c o n  o n  S I S .  

W e  b e l i e v e  we m u s t  l o o k  b e y o n d  s h o r t  t e r m  bene f i t s ( j o b s , e t c )  
L o  l o n g  r a n g e  e f f e c t s  o n  o u r  S L a t e  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n l .  We 
c a n n o t  j e o p a r d i z e  the f u t u re  f o r  our chi I d r e n  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d -

W E  A R E  A G A I N S T  S I S .  

s i g n e d  o n  M a r c h  2 7 , 1 98 8  k !lfd4-ty= 
../t;£{ 74Cd/'",,,, (/ 
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Herew1 th I am recording my strong and calculated objection 

to the construction and operation of the proposed Special Isotope 

Separation ( SIS ) plant at Idaho Nuclear Energy Laboratory ( INEL) 

located some 17 miles west of Idaho Palls for the foillbw1ng 
reasons : 

1. There is no apparent need for continued production of plu

tonium-2J9 commonly known as Itweapon_grade plutonium , U a 
highly toxi c ,  dangerous substance intended solely for the 

manufacture of a fission explosive in hydrogen bombs . 

The Draft EnVironmental Impact Statement prepared by 

the U . S .  Department of Energy in all its approximately 200 

pages is strikingly devoid of substantiating a need. for 

th1s plant and its intended production. The nearest approach 

to such substantiation is found in the vague , ambiguous 
reference to a DOE allegation that it is needed to provide 

II flexi bili ty, redundancy and technological di versi ty. II Note 

the amazing admission, " redundancy. II 
It is common knowledge that there already exi s t  some 25, 000 

nuclear weapons in the arsenal of the U . S .  Government ,  each 
of which is estimated to have a fire power 100 times that 

of the Hiroshima bomb of 194-5 -- a sufficient number to 

devastate every sizeable city throughout the world, and 
render the rest of our planet quite uninhabi tabl e .  

2. It is morally equivocal a nd  a travesty upon respoIlB ible 

statesmanship to proclaim publicly that the u . S .  Government 
is for nuclear disarmament , While at the same time most of 

the country ' s  technological and eoonomic resources continue 

to be expended on more and more annaments .  plus new and 

prohibitively costly _ inventions of mass destruction. 

When i s  enough enough? 

). According to the public press ( e . g .  Los Angeles Times ) the 

DOE has admitted that !the Government ' s  plutOnium s t ockpile 

is sufficient to meet foreseeable demandS for new wea pOIlB . n 
4-. Moreove r ,  in the event the INF treaty is s igned , which calls 

for a 50% cutback on strategic weapons , an enonnous amount 

of plutOni um, estimated at 8 times the proposed produc tion 
of the SIS plant . would be made available. 

5. Whereas the Draft Environmental Impact statement 18 

purportedly intended to address the impact upon the 

environment of the proposed SIS plant , this important 

consideration is not sufficiently explored. 

To be Bure, it is s tated that contaminated waste 
materials are to be disposed of in a New Mexico approved 

dump, such disposal collocation however 1s not in exlstanc€ 
and the pilot plant project thereof 1s beset with serious 

problema . 

6. It is patently impossible to minimize an environmental 
impact from the operation of the proposed SIS at this 

time aince the experimental pilot plant at Livermore , 

California has not yet been tested -- to say nothing of 

a reliable evaluation of the actual environmental impact 

of such SIS plant when in operation. 

It is probably too early even to determine with accu

racy any environmental impact of the existing INEL plant 
near Idaho Fal l s .  

7. I t  is well known that t h e  IKEL plant is located on a 
seismic fault. It hasn' t occurred to date , but who will 

predict a damaging quake wi ll not take place at some fu

ture time? The location of an SIS plant i n  a spot subject 
to dangerous earthquakes is inviting catastrophic 

devastation. 

8. A life-preserving aquifer underlies the area of the pro

posed si te of the SIS upon which thousands of inhabi tants 
rely. Please don ' t  risk contaminating this aquifer' Even 

now there are legi timate concerns about possible contamina
tion of this aquifer from the existing INEL plant and its 

waste materials. 

9 .  It is a myopic assumption that construction and op�ration 

of the prop,osed SIS plant will materially benefit the 

economy of Idaho Falls and Pocatello. Ask ci tizens of 
Hanford, Was h . , or Augusta, Barnwell and Williston, South 

Carolina. 
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1 0 .  Regrettably, claims and official pronouncements of various 

U . s .  Government agencies have sometimes haeL..a leBs than 

desirable M track recordM for full disclosure and truthfulness.  

A few random examples : the U-2 spy plane ( Powers, pilot) 

shot down over Russian terrttory May 1, 1960. This spy miS

sion lIl8 categorically denied for many hours unt i l  the truth 

could no longer be suppressed because of the Br1 tlsh press . 

Again, there was the incident of the container ship "Mayaguez" 

within the 12-mile limit of Cambodia resulting i n  the needless 

deaths of JJ Ameri cans plus an unknown number of Cambodian 

c1 vilians. Or , recall the KAL Korean airliner incident which 

was vociferously pronounced a savage, deli berate and provoca

tive s laughter but which has Since been disclosed as a highly 

controversial affair. Then there was the official U . S .  Gov 1 t  

figure of 78 , 1.50 killed in the Hiroshima bombing, whereas 
Japanese records , accumulated through protracted patient 
research showed that probably well over JOO,OOO were scorched 

to death. Nagasaki official U . S .  figures listed 7 J , 884 casu
alties while Japanese records totaled some 128 , 00 0 .  Once more, 

full assurances were given regarding the safety of the Nevada 

desert nuclear tests. Were they? Or, does anyone today be
lieve that the full truth surrounding the Iran-Contra disgrace 

has been adm1 tted? 

But perhaps the ultimate in questi onable credi bili ty is 
found on the inside cover of the OBIS where the following 

"Disclaimer" is found: 

"This book was prepared as an account of work sponsored 

by an agency of the United States Government. Neither 
the tint ted states Government nor any agency thereof., nor 

any of their employees , makes any warranty ,  express or 

implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility 
for the accuracy, completeness , or usefulness of any in

fonnation, apparatus , product or process disclosed, or 

represents that its use would not infringe privately 

owned rights • . • • • . . •  II 

�I,"",� �/B:;:;;���"'--- , 
Twin Falls , Idaho 
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SIS TESTIMONV 
MARCH 28, 1 988 

PRESENTED BY 
CLINT STENNETI 

Good afternoon. My name is Clint Stennett I own KWRV Channel 1 3  
television in Ketchum/Sun Valley. Until recently I published the 
Wood River Journal, a weekly newspaper in Hailey. 

I am a conservative businessman who has with a lot of hard work 
and a little luck been able to make a living in Idaho in the 1 980's, 
not an easy task to be sure. However, because of tourism my 
business' have grown and prospered. 

While I object to the SIS on moral, enviromental, and philosophical 
grounds, I am here today to talk about the economics of the SIS. I 
am here to challenge the economic sense of creating these jobs for 
the SIS project. A project that could endanger the fastest growing 
segment of our economy today. 

By the year 2000 tourism will be the number one industry in the 
world. Idaho can capitalize on this growth. With our blue skies, 
pristine back country, clean rivers and unhurried lifestyle, we can 
offer a wilderness mecca to the throngs of people who are now 
caught in the urban jungle. 

Idaho is appealing to these urbanites. Tourists come, spend money, 
and take only pictures and memories home with them. Tourism is 
clean, renewable and profitable. Tourism employs 29,000 Idahoans. 
Tourism, with over one billion dollars in annual revenue is Idaho's 
second largest and fastest growing industry. 

Vet here we are, talking about potentially kicking the legs out from 
under this industry by creating this monster in the shadow of the 
Lost River Mountain range. A monster that has the capability of 
conjuring up the same images that now shroud places like Savannah 
River, Hanford, Chernobhyl, or Three Mile Island. These names don't 
make you feel all warm and fuzzy inside, nor do they compel you to 
get out the atlas to begin planning your summer vacation. Bring your 
kids to swim at Savannah River just doesn't sound right in a 
marketing brouchure. 
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The cost of this project, the lack of proven need for this project, and 
the potential for disaster (either at the plant or on our hiways) 
which would turn our tourism industry upside down are economic 
reasons enough to NOT build the SIS. 
Risk taking is part of doing business. A smart business person 
minimizes risk by careful planning. We are not planning here, we 
are gambling that nothing will happen at this plant. The economic 
upside is 750 jobs and the downside is the potential for economic 
ruin of the only bright spot in our economy today. It is not worth the 
r i s k .  

The only argument I have heard in favor of this project is Jobs. I 
think JOBS are the very reason to NOT build the SIS. Thank you for 
your time. 

E 2 89 

3/27/88 

Hr .  Clay Nichols 

785 OOE Place 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83�02 

Dear Me. Nichols. 

My vife and I ,  as very concerned residents of thIs State are totally AGAINST 

the proposed S . 1 . S .  facility. Our reasons are stated very clearly by the Natural 

Resources Defense Council, The Snake River Alliance , The Idaho Conservation League . 

and Life Guard Idaho. These organizations are doing a remarkable job in detailing 

and summarizing the effects of the S . L S  - mainly on the State of Idaho. 

We would find it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to express our views 

any better. 

/�:::;(j /U�tM 
Ben an�ri1yn Walker 

Box .t..99 

Bellevue. Idaho 83313 

1 . 1  
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HavIng stated our formal position I would like to add a final thought. 

In all of mankinds history he has never been confronted by the lUlseen enemy of 

human life - atomic radia tion. What we do right noW" has irreversible effects to 

the human race as long as we are on this earth. We are not making decisions here 

today that can be changed tomorrow - what we are doing now !Jill be with us forever .  

� ,  1 \;'0 - P8 ' J i;Jevi ku- - F� � 

£2 9 0  

FREITAS LANCASTER �'!!'!!!t! ... .. " " .. , ... , •••• "" .. " '==.",. 
AHO FALLS, It) 8)+0' • (lOS) 519·0698 

"PEACE" 

t..""",+- .;}- 90 

�lCST OF US HERE H� TH I 5 ROO!1 HAVE LOVED DtJES AND F R l  ENOS WHO 

OVER :HE YEARS IN ONE WAY OR A�lOTHER HAVE 8EH! EFfECTED BY WARS 

AND CDtrFL J :15 . THOSE FEW PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE NEED TO KNOW 

REALlZE THAT T H I S  PROJECT I S  mlE OF THE IMPORTANT I N G R E D I E N T S  

THA: W i LL HELP TO E�JSURE F U T U R E  B A T T L E S  ARE fOUGHT AT THE 

cmlFERENCE TABLES A�m NOT I N  T H E  F I ELDS .  

D I SREGARDING A�JY EMOTIONAL F E E L I NGS CONCERNING THE 

HUt'1AN I T � P. I A N  ISSUES SURROUNDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND WHETHER OR 

NOT THE\' ARE R I GHT OR WRONG. EVERymJE HERE HAS TO ADM I T .  IF THEY 

ARE EE H,G H'JNEST WITH THEMSELVES; THAT THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR 

CmJFU :::T HAS KEP-; THE WORLD FROM ANYTH I NG APPROACHING WORLD WAR 

I I FOR SOME 'is YEARS NOW. 

I AM NOT QUAL I F I E D .  AND FEW HERE A R E ,  T O  ADDRESS THE 

NATI ONAL r�EEO FOR THE S I S .  SMARTER PEOPLE THAN HAVE DETERMINED 

THAT SUCH A PROCESS IS NEEDED, N O W ,  TO UPGRADE OUR NATIONAL 

NUCLEAR ARSENAL , FAR BE I T THAT I SHOULD HAVE T O  SECOND GUESS 

SUCH DEC I S I ONS . 

GRANT I N G ,  T H E N ,  THE PREMISE THAT THE S I S  PROCESS IS REQUIRED 

FOR OUR NATIONAL S E C U R I T Y
, 

T H E N ,  T H E  ARGUMENT REDUCES TO THAT OF 

WHETHER OR NOT THE F AC I L 1 T Y  SHOULD BE BU I L T  I N  I DA H O .  

:i N  tlY O P I N I O N ,  AS A P R I V A T E  B U S I N E S S M A N ,  THE S I S  SHOULD BE 

BUI :...r AT THE INEL . VOTE YES FOR THE S I S .  

/;/ / / :/ -/ 7A&/�/��-" � Jl�Q ,  
f/��g WBE MBE 
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I am here to spe olk. out aqainst t.he ST<; proj � c t .  I a m  a Roman Cathol�c 

Priest a n d ,  spedking a s  such, I believe veJ:y strongly that the S I S  project 

i s  ).mmOl:al You cannot separat.e the. manufacturing of plutonium from the 

u l t imat.e goal of producing more nuclear wea.pons The l a s t  thing the .... orld 

n.eeds today i s  more nucledL weapons 

To c l o th(" I house , feed and provide basic health care and education for 

a l l  those who don ' t  have it i n  the world would c o s t  u s  17 b i l l ion dol l a r s  

it y e d r  ( the a.mount o f  money t h e  human r a c e  1. 5  spending every two weeks on 

,",eapons) - this ). 5  an obvious i n j u s tJ.ce . That the Uni ted Stat.es would even 

consJ.der spendJ.nq the incredible amount of money this project viII require 

for completion ..,hen thousands and thousands of Americans are .... i thout 

adequate houslny and food 1S an outra ge . That peo�le 1 11.  Idaho uhould 

support. t h l S  project on the grounds that l.t. .... ill provide some 850 jobs 

d scanddl 

ArchlJishop Raymond Huntausen , the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Seattle 

has c a l l e d  the trident Nuclear Subma rine Base i n  Bangor , Washington -The 

Ausch .... 1tz of the puget Sound . ·  The concentrations camps of the Second 

wo"(ld War provided j ob s  for people but that didn ' t  justify their 

existence . the SIS project whel:'evel:' i t  may be built i s  just as lmmol:'al , 

if not more immoral , than the German concentration camps of the Second 

World War era The world condemned the people of Gel:'many who failed to 

spedk out dgainst the atrocities their government. .... a s  l,'1erper trating. the 

t1.me has come fo"( us to speak out l oudly and clearly against our o .... n 

government pollcies lhat aJ:e l:'esponsible for des tl:'oYl.ng hUlllan life oJ l l  

ovel:' the plane t . W e  c a n  no longer S l . t  back and a l l o  .... our government t.o 

spend bi 1 1  ions of dolars on ar:maments when incredilJle numbers of l,'1eople 

the world are s t arving Lo dedth. 

Even l. f  these weapons were never used , the damaqe i s  already be1ng 

done . M 1 1 1 i ons of people a l l over the \Jorld are alre ady dy1ng as a result 

of lhe productl.on of these .... eapons. 

I urgently plead , theref ore , that the S I S  project never be allo .... e d  to 

become a red l i ty ,  e i t her here in Idaho, or anywhere e l s e . 

/9.r. �� 
3/1 ,;;.� � S .  

� , ...Jl..l...h- J'JJJ3 
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SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

COMMENTS 

by 
DeWitt T. Haill, Ph . D . ,  P . E .  

My nalle is , DeWitt T.  Nail l ,  most people )mow m e  as Tal . I a m  a 
pro feasor of engineering at Idaho State University. I have 
worked in and around the nuclear industry for the past )0 years . 
For 20 of those years, while a professor at ISU, I have also 
worked with most of the IHEL contractors as a rasearcher ,  a con
sultant and a plain hired hand on a wide variety of engineering 
projects . I have already completed one small consulting contract 
on the SIS project and I hope to have the opportunity to complete 
others .. 

The SIS draft EIS is a good, thorough job. The SIS physical 
facilities will have a minimal impact on the INEL environment 
since thay are relatively small when compared to other INEL 
projects . 

There is already a lot of plutonium on the aite ; it is a natural 
by-product of fission reactors . Both EBR I and EBR II ... ere 
specifically aimed at makinq enough p1utoniulZl to, in effect, 
generate more fuel as p1utoniuDl than they consumed as uranium. 
A1thouqh the SIS project ... il1 be the first to specifically pro
cess plutonium in a refined metal form, plutonium is not ne ... to 
the INEL. 

The SIS project ... i11 involve transporting plutonium off the INEL 
and over the public high ... ays. Ho .... ver, the public and ... orker 
risks from such transportation are thousands of times less than 
the general transportation risks as stated on p. 4-32 of the 
draft EIS .  It ' s  just sad that ... e can ' t  qet the other high ... ay 
hazards do ... n to the level of the p1utoniuDl transportation 
hazards. 

The ... eakness I find in the EIS is the failure to address the 
positive aspects of the SIS project. Environmental impacts 
aren ' t  all negative and EIS ' s  aren ' t  restricted to considering 
only negative ones. 

One of the greatest positive impacts of SIS is that it is the 
industrial demonstration of the AVLIS process for isotope separa
tion. Thera are many isotopes, both radioactive and stable ,  
... hich have great beneficial potential i f  ... e can reduce the cost 
of separating them. One casual example might be the enrichment 
of mercury 198 from its 10 percent natural abundance to say 2 0  
percent. Such enriched Hercury might significantly improve the 
efficiency of fluorescent l ighting. 

The AVLIS process promis.s a signi ficant reduction in the cost of 
isotopic separation and ... a ... i11 surely find a large number of 

- 1 -

benefits from it . However ,  it ' s  a fact that we need some over
whelming benefit to justify the development coats . That benefit 
i. national defense in the form of nuclear weapons employing 
plutonium. 

4 . 1 5 . 4  

The SIS draft EIS goes a lot further than any previous document I 
have seen towards justifying the need for the plutonium. It is 4 . 9 . 4 
clear from the EIS that several committees at the h ighest level 
have certified the need for plutonium and the SIS proj ect. The 
US Congress has agreed by its funding decisions. 

Most "pro" comments I have heard or read about SIS over the past 
few months have been directed at j obs and the attendant economic 
impacts to eastern Idaho. Most of the "con" comments have cen
tered against plutonium for weapons. This battle on two com
pletely different levels is perhaps typical of most public policy 
debates and the reason such decisions are so difficult. 

Now I am definitely a layman when it come. to national defense 
and nuclear weapons. Nevertheless, I bel ieve we must have 
nuclear weapons to defend our territory, our institutions, and 
our culture . We couldn ' t  afford the necessary conventional 
weapons even if they could, by some stretch of imagination, do 
the j ob .  We should recognize that our fleet of submarines, per- 3 . 4 
haps our greatest deterrent to war, are themselves nuclear 
weapons. Even total nuclear disarmament is of questionable 
merit. Most alternatives to nuclear weapons are equally dreadful 
and mUCh, much more expansive . Our goal should be to avoid ever 
having to use nuclear weapons ,  not to el iminate them. 

So, in conclusion , I support the SIS project because its many 1 . 1 
potential benefit. outweigh it. potential con.equence.. The 
draft EIS seems very thorough in addressing the consequences or 
negative impacts but a bit deficient in addressing the benefits 6 . 2 
or positive impacts. 
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Teatimo.y for tal! Heariag Record 

Today, 'I.ssn Suicide 15 one of our hie' !>roblems . 

TONonow and Today our biR" problem is Global Suicide. fiby can't we , 

.s adult:J see t1l181 Nuclear Yiea?ons not only kill , but. breeds r.ar &.nd �tre d .  

Jur next. president is �oiDf" t o  b e  .Dtt_nuclear 1I'e.�on!l . Tberf' have .,111'&,.5 

oeen .. lot of us again!!t nuclear l!eapons but we kept. quiet. NQlII we realize 

tbllt by keeping quiet the rlinority were w1nniD{ .  

Tlie silec.ce bas eruied. 

Tliere are .. lot more of U8 then robat yolO see bere--- but SOKl!!! bltld Job 

c olt�i t tllle nt;:< • 
People .. 11 over tlle \'farld "re spe. kinf!: out. for neactl &nd a cle.a 

eoviroDlrocot . 

If 10U 'CaDt to be .. �rt of tllis movellent and "",ark 11.8 .. sellli. t.or or 

represec.tative, tileD you £.1dll voice your support loud aAd clear. 

We are Dot a D.  i�nor.nt ma j ority anymore . 

It' s no lOl\8er just "God bless AmeriCA" it ' s  "God, bless t.lIe E .. rt.Ia." 

valE NO> SIS 

� (l1c �  
I f  0 fYl� 
BcJ-t /� -;J.. �J �� 

e(J 3/3 7 8 g -d ;; () � 

Clay Nichol, 
785 DOr. Placf' 
Iddilo r.us, 1D 8)402 

Dear Ch., Nicbols: 

[ 2 98 

�*rch 23. 1988 

1Ie ar� froll Bellevu�, Id . ... nd we "ant ' it to bft knO'lln tbt Ire arf' 

against nuclf'ar 'Ilea pOllS beiag IllAde .ere 1n Id.lao or an7"'laere QIl tile 

!Artb. 

i1e are I:ore lntelll,ellt .u .... n belilis tlten to be producing weapolls to 

kill one .notlter. l7e call prodUce const.ruct.i!.! jobs, ratber titan 

� j ob8. 

. ..",-"trqUt � o ....J 
�".n2' ?J'.r-I(.p.� 
. (:) �H.'ua;w:d 
Lind. Downard 7'if1�81(; 

(I ..,.,4 ..,. Grf'1' KDoepi'd 7';3� -� "0"1 

'IJIh-" 'l!vw- r:ldk � lJZ< 'f);u; J1.:1 &� LA 1.-<.4 (L�/L� I
T f,f ,3,-;>" 'J -)� 

SiDceraq, ) Y r-� "2 1 0 '3 
M..rt.1ta 1I'rigbt )0\ '''-1-i7� L  ri1��m'�3'7 

-----7 7Y n -J , � � 7""-4'0 / 3  
rl!Vis<.> D"",'tH-OW5i<.; � u..-�ZC2. 
�P--- (�,- ' " " '�3 
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o� M... /.-.. 
A Proc I amdi on for l i fe 

I n  Deuteronomy 30 : 1 9 , 208, the prophet "\oses presents t h e  
f o  I I O� i n9 e h e  I I  e n g e  to the p e o p  I e of h i ll  t i me ,  10 T h  i II day I ca l l  
heaven and earth 88 w i tnesses aga i nst you that I have set before 
you l i fe afld death, b l es s i ng s  and curses. Now Choose l i fe, 80 
that you and your ch j I dren may l ove the lord your God, I i  .ten 
to h i s  v o i c e ,  and ho l d  fast to , h i m . "  

Every generat i on j II eft I I ed to mal..e t h e  e h o  j ce for I j fe 
or death i n  concrete, spec i f  i c terms. Today, 'we are fac i 09 
the dec i s i on of aga i n  choos i ng «I God of I i fe or deat h ,  88 
it r e l ates to the deve l opment of I!I certa i n  type of techno logy, 

8 techno I o�y whose 8 0  I e purpoee i 8 to produce weapons of deat h .  
The part i c u  I 011 1'" man i festat i on of t h e  God of Death, w h  i c h  w e  
oppose, comes to 1I� i n  t h e  form of t h e  Super I sotope Separator, 
wh i ch has one plolrpose, to produce weapons grede p l uton i um. 
Th i s p l uton i um has one purpose, to make nuc I ear weapons. 

Not on I y is the purpose of S I S  death, but the way it ltD. 
been presented by e l ected and appo i nted off i c i a  I B has been 
fu I I  of m i  srepresentat i ons and ha I f-truths. The Department 
of Ener�y says in i t s  Draft Env i ronme�ta I I mpact Statement, 
"The S I S  Project is needed by DOE to prov i de a redundancy i n  
product i o n  capac i t y  • • •  " . I n other words, w e  can now produce 
the p l uton i um we need, but we want to have a '"'redundancy'" 
cepac i t y .  Why'? Because w e  are add i cted to a techno l ogy of 
death. 

Our e l ected off i c i a  Is want u s  to spend money we don ' t  have, 
for what we don 't need. I f there ever was a "pork barre I project'"' 
S I S  is i t I  Our e l ected off i c i a l s . may verba l l y  oppeS8 def i c i t  
spendi ng, but a s  l on� a s  they vote for unneeded projects, they 

cont r i but i ng to the a dd i ct i ve ment a l i t y  that says more, more, 
And I i J..e a l l add i ct i ons, t h i s  too w i  I I  l ead to death . 

We the peop l e ,  who h a ve o i ned together i n  t h i s  c.nd l e l i �ht 
W a l t.. for l i fe ,  do aga i n  reaff rtn our commi tment to the God of 
l i fe .  We w a l k  because we des re to choose l i fe j l i fe ,  for our
se l ve s ,  our ch i I dl"en and future Qenerat i ons. We wa l t.. w i th l i fJht 
in our hands, to proc l a i m  thst the l i ght of God l eada u s  to l i f e .  

We ca l l  u p o n  our e l ected off i c'i a l s  to jo i n  w i th u s  i n  our cho i ce 
for I i fe .  We ca l l  upon them to say no to S I S and i n  that no, 
they wi I I  j o i n  us in say i nA yea to l i fe .  Today, the cho i ce i .  
b e fore u s ,  choose I i fe o r  death. W e ,  who have gathered, w a l k ,  
because we choose l i fe .  

Respectfu l l y ,  
T h e  Ma� j c  Va l l ey Fe l l Owsh i p  
o f  Reconc i i i  a t  i o n  and those 
who w a  I ked fol" l i fe on March 
22, 1 988 in Tw i n  Fa l l s ,  I daho. 

DOD 

T�l ll  Karch 2 8  1 988 ExA� 300 
Bri�.t G l l.a ar  

I l i y e  in the W o o d  Riyer Valley beCAUse i t  

offer • •• a qual i ty ot l it. that I t •• l I would 

no t be abl e  to find anywhere e l s e .  !be possibi l i ty 

ot the S I S  plant h&a threaten.d that. Ky .tuLly 

a.nd I would haye ,to seriously con si der if we 

would w an t  to c on t i nue li ying w i th in s u ch clolle 

pro x i m i ty to a plu ton l um plant a.nd all the rlsks 

l t  lnyolyes. 

The IIEL ' s  orlglnal .1 s . 1 0n W&a to be a 
nuclear reac tor t . s t i D g  s tat10n - peaceful 

app l l c at i on s  ot nuclear technology. The S I S  plan t  

a t  I I EL  would change that w l th t h e  prod u c t 10n of 

p l u to n l um for the u s e  In nuclear weapon s .  The 

fact that !REL s i t s  on top o t  th e Snake R iyer 

Aqu1fer. and that it ls also ln a geologi cal l y  

ac t  l Y e  ar e a  m ak e s  th e !REL a poor cho l c e  for th e 

S I S .  

Touri sm i s  cru c l al  to Idaho ' s  economy a.nd 

I feel the S I S  pla.nt wo uld have a negat l Y e  

e f f e c t  o n  th i s  y l tal source o t  re Yenue. T h e  S I S  

p l a.n t  l s  n o t  t h e  remedy for S . E. Idaho ' .  ecoDomlc 

1 1 1s . The DOE does no t e � en men t l o n  th e impac t 

a.n ec c 1 d en t  �ould h&ve on the tour l s t  l Ddu8try 

i f  sucb a catas trophe w e r e  to oc cur. 

�s a natlon we are suppo eed to b e  mo y lDg 

towards a more peaceful era. The S I S  plan t  would 

be a con t r� i c t ion to th 1 s .  w e  d o  n o t  need t h l s  

pluton i um plant anywhere, l e t  al o n e  i n  m y  back 

yard . 

Th ank you for l i s tenlng. 
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TESTI MONY W R I TTEN BY ED MOFFETT FOR S I S  HEARINGS 

t ""as borr. 11'", I t a l y  t o  AMlitr ican par.nt ti .  and r a i sed lr. 

Argel'".t l na. My par�rrt5 have a l way,&- bReI'"! a V I d  out doorsrIlun. f i Sh i ng, 

hUr'lt l r.g, Sk i i l"rg, h i k l ng and back p a c k I n g .  Wh i l e  I was growing u p  we ""'.I"E' 
a b l e  t o  d o  thlitse t h i nr;Is 1 1"1 the w i l d 6  of a l l  the mAjOr South Aln.ricar, 

cCour,t r l v B ,  wa l l  A9 t h e  wv&t err, United St Ate .. . 

S i r,cfl' my ch i l dhood I hav� bven fortunlilte to t rlilv.l R M t v n 6 i v . l y  

around t h e  world, l i V I ng w i t h  foreigr. peopllils a n d  obsvrv i n g  t h e  progress 

of devfl'le.pinQ nat ior,s. 

I cc.nt lr,us t o  loake Il1y hOlne i n  Idaho becliluse it offerii the best 

of av&!'ry world I ' ve knowr,. P r i 6 t  i nt!! er,vl ror,'ner, t ,  a h i gh levvl of hfu\ l t h  

per-capl t a, 4! M ce l l &!'r,t outdoor recrvat i or,. 

It .eell1S very claar to rl1li1' thlilt olJ.r r e l a t  ion&h i o  W I t h  th. natural 

world i ii  ir,separable from our Ii'H i st er.ce. Rvgard l e s B  of whethffr or not 

i00i& t a k e  advar. t a g e  e.f w i l darntr iii s .. r,d t h e  out of doc.rs, we a l l brll'.th the 

a i r  ar,d d r i r.k t h e  &lilrl1a "".tllPr. 

l r. ev&ry s i r,g l e  breath of a i r  we bl'vsthe there al'lf Il1o l ec u l e 9o  of 

t h a t  have beer, i n  t h e  l ur.gg o f  some other human at &OlI1V point ir. 

h I s t ory. Th i ii  true ""hvther you t o p  of Mour,t EverHiiit ,  or i r, 

Ar,tarct l c a ,  or i r, t h e  Sr,ake R I V&r Va l l ey .  W. l i t era l l y  Wlhare the saaeo 

. l r  w i t h  c.ur ar,cel!5tQr�. and we w i l l  cor.t inue to share t h a t  tiur w i t h  our 

d e  .. cer,d ar.t s. 

P l utor. i ull1 sornet h i r,g we w i l l  .. hare w i t h  Ol.lr dfi'6Cer.dar, t s  w h i c h  

we DO N O T  s h a r e  w i t h  our ancestors. 

You car,' t Q&'t rid of It or.CI!! it i90 re f l r.ed. Everywhffre i 'l; go.& 
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i t  lea .... eE; t h e  r l s k  of da.ng""r t o  1 1 f� a s  kr.o"", i t .  

W e  a l l  kr,ow that arms reduct i or. a r .... c�&sary 

ce ... t a i y. l y  hope that our speci�ti is e .... ol .... l y'!l te· the PO l l",t that we dc-r,' t 

ha .... e to us£> 5'Jch weapor,s- e i t her for dest ruct i or. or for dRtel",te. 

W i t h  arrl1S reduct i or. comes the ret urI", of p l ',lt on i um a l ready 

"",arheadfi. Why is thHre e .... er' ar. E?ffort t o  r(lar,ufacture morH p l u t o n i u m  

w h e n  t here 1 9  a l ready morH p l utor.i url1 t h lilor. i s  r.eeded t o  d�stroy H""stry 
5 i l", g l e  form of brea t h i l",g l i fe 01'" eart h ?  

W e  I",eed t o  "", o  ... k t e'gethE'r ""' i t h  50-ca l l ed el".em ies • • . •  Nori.<'. 

t ogethlilr for peace. The ... e i o;;; 50 much in .... ested ln t h H  machinery of war 

that thos� in .... ol .... ed ha .... a lost t h e i r  .... i S 1 0y. of a peace f u l  fut ure w i t hout 

""'hich car. anni h i l a t e  t h E'  eart h .  

E .... eryone knows t h a. t  w a  car. r.e .... e r  u s e  tho&e weap.;:.r. , .  ThH S o v i e t s  

know I t .  We know I t .  T h e  m e n  1 1'"1  t h ll  m 1 5 s 1 e  c o n t r o l  cent.rs "",ho 

push the but t on know that the "",eapons car. ne .... ar be used. 

You kr,o"'" i t  and I kr,ow i t .  

50 why b u i  I d  mor�? 

Why mar,ufact ure sOfl1eth i y, g  that haE; no use? Why r i s k  t h e  

e r  ..... i ror,f"ent w e  I i .... e i n ?  

My brother used t o  b ... an er, g i r.eer at Hanford- thE? r.uc laar power 

p l ar.t ay,d p l utor, i um product i or. faci l l t y  which was a form ... r car,d 1 d a t liJ  for 

thH S I S. He d e 5 i gr,ed robots ar.d automated &y6t �rI1S for breeder r ... acte'J�s. 

Bre&'der reactors are a potent i a l l y  peace f u l  m.ar.s of generat l r,g 

e l ect r i c i t y ,  but they ca ... ry such h i gh r i sks ar.d dar,g.rs t h a t  t h H  long 

t erro resu l t  is r,ot pract ica l .  

Breedl!'r rHactor� a l so produce p l u t o n i um. 

The pROp I e  who 'l1ade t h R i r  l i  .... l.ng or, th� �conoMY of the Hanford 

5 1 t e  ""'ere a l l  too "",i 1 1  ir.� to t a ke oersonal hea l t h  r i sks lr. e)(change fe.r 

a t efl1porarl 1 y  h�a l t hy ecor,omy. 

They a l so sUODortHd a r l sk WhlCh our descel".dal",ts w i l l  l i  .... 9 w i t h  

for t er.5 of t h o usal".ds o'f years. 

The en .... i ronf(lent aroul",d Har.fe.rd lS no l or,ger s u i t a b l e  for l i  .... i n g .  

T h e  so i l  COI",t am i r.at i or. 1 n  cert . l r, areas l ti  dar,gerous l y  h i gh .  

Or,e of t h e  problems i s  t h a t  nobody rea l l y  kr.ows what 

" d al",gero u s l y  h i gh "  rea l l y  iE;. N',lclear phYS1CS is st i l l  a your,g 

There are r,ol",-Ul".i or, r.u c l ear wot�kers whet are .,l1ploYli'd to clean up 

cert a i r, ti i t es .  They go 1r,to storage S i t e s  ar,d cor.tarn i r.ated areas t o  do 

work wh i c h  6')(ceeds the RAD l i rn l t s  a l l owed by OSHA. T h e i r  r,i cl(nafoe 1n 

t h �  indutitry is " g low worms . " 

Th&y dol',' t be l i e .... e )�ad ioact i .... l t y  is tiO harmful to t h e i r  hea l t h .  

They ""'ant t h e  .Job. 

Thelr hea l t h  probl erl1s may not surface for t wer.ty years, at wh1Ch 

t i r(lQ it may be i m pe.�s i b l e  t o  est ab l i sh a legal cause for t h e  i l lness. 

But they h a  .... e fami I ies to feed. 

Th&y .... ota for the pol i t i c ians who perpet'Jate thll "",ar-t i m e  use of 

nuclaar technology. 

Hanford waE; not choslilr. fo)� t h e  S I S  because Hanford i s  a l ready 

t oo pol l uted frofl1 nucle.ar waste. I t  i s  so po l l u t e d ,  iI", fact. that i t; 
w i l l  r'e .... er be rest ored to a c l ear, 5 t a t e .  

T h e  d o l l ar amoul".t i t  ""'QuId C O ti t  t o  c l e.ar, up Har,ford t o  the o o i n t  

where i t  i s  n o t  host i l e  t o  humar,s would m a k e  t h e  e n t i r e  20 y e a r  budget 

of the S I S  1 i ke a drop i r. th6! bucket. 

50 the d ec i s i or, was madH t o  br i r'Q t h e  SIS t o  Idaho. 

My brother no long.r works at t h e  Har.ford s i t e .  H 1 S  conSCl ence 

5 . 1 3  . 6  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 5  

2 . 2 . 1  
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w o u l d  r,ot let h i m .  He fQt,l'"ld another .l ob where h i s  educat l o:.,r, ar,d t a l erlt s 

as a s C l er,t l s t  c o u l d  be put t oward research and devel e,proer,t wh i o::-h ..., i l l 

orov l d e  a sust a l r, a b l e fut ut-e for mar, k l r,d. 

Pee, o l e  may t h l r, k  t h at their J o b s  are deper,der,t. or, the ""ar� 
rl1i01c h 1 r,e, arid 50 t h ey tl111st be h e l Ded t.o f i nd and create r,ew J e,bs , r,ew 

i n d ust r l es W h l C h  use t h e l r  t a lerrts. 

Look at i t  t h i 5  way . • • •  ...,e may be the most i nt e l l i ger,t form e,f 

l i fe i I'", t h e  unlverse. The stat i s t i ca l  odds, however, are that 

r i g h t  1n t h e  In i d d l e  o f  t h e ir,t e l l l t;ler,ce spectrum ; that t h ere are 

many C l v l l l z at l o r,s irr t he ur,iver s;;e that .are less irlt e l l l [l er,t t h ar, 

t hfi>re a)'e C I v l 1 1 Za t l or,s that are more ir,t e l l i ger,t t h a n  tiS. 
We have t a l ent . We have 1 r,ger,u l t y . 

Wher, there is ne. derl1and fc.r t i lrluer, t h e  l o g gers f i r,d other work. 

ECO:'I'",Ol"ll i e s  char,ge and demal"",d for pro:.d'.Jct 5 changes accord i r,1.) I y .  
W i t hout t h �  t h reat of w a r  t h e r e  wO:'l.l l d  b e  no demal'",d for 

p l ut o n l url1. That ' s  a d erl1ar,d wh lch we car, chanoe . 

The war eco:.noll1y can bf!.' rep l aced . Le.ck he.w t ech no:, l e.gy l eaped 

"", i t h  t h e  Apo l l o  space rrl i s s i or,s. It was as t echr,o l O:'9 l cd l l y bel'",e f i c i Oll I tc.. 

6 . 3 human l l fe as any "",ar , w i t hout the S I d e  e f f e c t s _  

There several proposa l o:;.  for .) o l r,t US/Sov let rol i s s i on!<. t e.:· 
Mars. Pe ace f u l deve } o Ploler,t bet"",een t h e  St.lOef�pc.wers W h 1 C:' "",.:, u l d  af fect 

the econom i e s  of t h e  w o r l d  In B. oC's i t l v e  ..., .... y .  

I t  wo u l d  prov i d e  J o b s  fot� U S  ar,d Sov l e t  s c i ent l st s  al'",tl lay-

pec. p l e  w h o  loY,ger ero p l oyed by t he nuclear arr.lS i n d u s t r y .  

T h I S  rea l 1 t y  w h i ch we are f a c l n y  t .�.d ay, r,o"l; s c i f,'nce 

f l c t l o:.n . 

My quest lOr. "t o  you is s1100le- Are we g o i r.g to let oeoo l e  whose 

.lo:,bs and l l vel l h oods depend or, r, ucl ear t echrlo l e< !;IY dec l d e whether or not 

we have t o:, l l ve w 1 t h  i t ?  None of '.15 want those pe':;. o l e  1.. 0 su ffe)' . But 

t h ey car, hard l y  mak£> an object lve dec 1 s l or,. 

It 15 O'Jr t'espon s 1 b i l 1 t y  to we i gh t h e  )'lsks. The r i s ks as 6 . 2  
know th£>m are great er t h ar, anyt h I ng kr,own t o  mar, k l n d .  H 1 story has 

had t o  dea l w l t h  t h l s  k I nd of orobl efl1. But we II1USt deal w i t h  I t .  No""', 

Nco c,ne 15 w .. t c h l r.� out for u s .  S l r,c£> 1t i s  a r,ew pre. b l ern ,  

l r,ver,t l n g  t h e  r u l e s .  

Let ' s  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r u l fls we i r,ver,t er,S'.lre a c l ear, 

env1 ror,rrlerlt for e.ur descer,dant s. 

1 run t w o  b u s i ne5s@s 1r, Ketchum, iit l l o f  which depend or, t our i stl1. 

To ur l Sfl1 15 Ol',e of I d ahe.' s b l ggest sourceliO e,f rever,ue, ar,d cRrt a i r, l y  t h. 5 . 2 7 . 2  
most rewar d l ng .  I t  on l y  takes one 5111a l l  so i l 1  or n u c l ear acc1dll!rtt t o  

como l e t e l y  I d ah o ' s rep'J t at l on ; t o  p u t  I d a h o  t h e  map of ol ac.s 

to avold. Can you lmag l r,e eat i n g  potatoes and beans f)'9'11 Threfl! M 1 l e 
I ,. l an d ?  Hershey ' s choce. l a t e  gales p l '.lfoet t ed aft!;!r ThrRe M i  Ie I s l �l""Id .  5 . 2 7 . 3 . 4  

The ecor,om i c  �' l s ks are ar,orrl101.ls !  

R i ght now, t h ere are f l ve b l i l l o n  people c'r, t h i s  p l ar,et . That' s 
people t h ar, have ever been a l i v e  at or,e t i me In o'Jr h i st ory. 

That ' liO  pee, p l w  breat h i r,g t h e  same a l r  t h oll.n ev@r before. 

SholJ l d  our short term need fo:.r o l ut or, l um a l l ow us t o out t he 
wo:.r l d ' s enviror,frlent at r i s k ?  

Most s C l er,t 1 f l C  endeavours er,qage some r i  s k .  • •  Borne ur,i-tr,o""'r, 

factors. The KNOWN r l !i!i k  factors ir, p l ut on i l.lfr1 deve l o pfr1ent are gr.at.t� 
t h an oilr,y t h i r, k i r, g  being wo u l d  ever ce.n s i d e r  safe. 

But, what t he h e l l .  • • •  i t ' s a J o b .  
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I Bay NO t o  the S I S .  NO i n  Idaho. NO i n  the ,",orld. 

Ch.rnobyl taught aome of .. l e&50r, • • •  thst t h e  world 

gvt t i n g  .",a 1 1 8'1"', .."nd t h e  i Ma g i nary borders b.t ""It&I". cour'tt�i9S1 are- not 

rrrcogYll ziild by ocean currsr,ts, we.the .... patt ernB or m i �rat i n 9  .r,i fllB; l�. 
Nuclear wast. ar,d nuclear \PO l l ut ion has r,o regard 

nat l ona l i t y .  \ 
STOP THE S I S !  

E d  

----�� 
Moffett 

P. D. Box 8 7 1  

Ktttchl.lIl1, I d .., h o  833�0 

208-726-4016 

for race, Cl"IlQd or 

[ 3 0 6  

03-23-88 

TESTI MONY WRITTEN BY JENNIFER MOFFETT FOR S I S  HERRINGS 

A . .. 14 year re.ident o f  Ketchum, I d  .. ho. I W i 6h t o  IItJIC pre.s lilY 
gr •• t concern r.gard i r,g thll proposed S I S  faCl l i t y  which p l a n s  ia p l ar-.n.d 

for a locat i 01'"1 one hour from Illy backyard. 

I wa. born and ra i sed 1 r, HOI"".i i lll"".d 1974 l.ft t h a t  trocical 

pa""ad i ... for ar, even more i d  ... l l i f.",t y l .  hRr. i r, 'K&tchuM. Idaho. L i ke 

R...,aryor, • •  1 •• who hag chosen to l i v. her., I p I a-c. a vttry h i gh v a l UR on 

the cl.an q ua l i t y  o f  l i fe "". have car.f u l l y  upheld. 

R5 friend. i r, other stat ... corn p l . i l", about i rlcrtra.ing po l l ut lon 

ir, th.ir food, wat.r, arId air Wtr cont inu. t o  boa.t o f  Idaho' s wlil' l l -kr,owr. 

b9aut i f u l .  S T I L L  un.poi l.d natural wi Idarr.ttBs ar,d claan Itl".v i ror.ment. 

What a tragic m i .t a k e  t h a t  Idaho lola .. ev.n e..,r-mark.d for .uch a 
5 . 2 7 . 1 0  

d •• t r u c t i v e  chore ! I t  i s  i r(lpo"Bi b l v  t o  i ma g i r  •• that our Senators ar.d 

Cor.gr ••• tn.n would IIV.I". cor.c.iv. of such a short -S i gh t ed " t rad. o f f "  for 

a b r i . f  ar.d comp.ra� i "" e l y  i n s l gl"li f i cant incr •••• i r. econom i c  iMpact. 

I a . k  thos. who w i .h t o  i m p l em.rlt t h i s  dang.rouB proJ.ct "Have 

you b.en to th. Camas Nat i on.l W i l d l i f. R.fugs? Hav. you wal kvd through 

Idaho ' . l ucious forvst . ?  Hav& you s k i ed t h  • •  l o p  •• of Sun Va l l.y and 

gasp.d at th • ..., i e w  of th. land from t h e  t o p  of th. MOUl"lt . l r. ?  Ha...,. you 

.vRr wal ked t h .  r i M  of t h .  Snake Riv.r ar,d ••• 1"1 i t a  ur.dRn i a b l y  maJ.a t i c 

""at.rf. I I s ?  Ha...,. you RVer o l ck.d a.paragl.lS in the farm regionll of t h e  

HagRrrnar. Va l l ey ?  h a...,. y o u  t a k.n t i m. t o  oba.rve t h e  eagl_, coyot., 

ant.l oo., rabbit and othRr d ••• rt w i l d l i f. in t h . i r  hOM. on the Sr.ak_ 

R i ver P l a i na ?  " 
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Wel l  • •  ven 1 1' you haven' t ,  I cannot lInd.r.t .r,d your l ack of 

apprec i a t i on and .waren" •• 1'01'" t h i .  l"rag i l e arid uniQue Reoay_ta,.,. 

5 . 6 . 5  A l ready, a i g n i l" icant l e  ..... e l _  o f  rad i a t i on have b •• r, found i l'. the 

w i l d l i fe of t h i a  region, radioactive po l l ut ion h •• b •• r, found 1 •• ki .. , g  

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 9 
lr.to thlP aqui fer i r. the •• d i tnent bed. ben.ath t h lP INEL, Arid abl"lorma l l y 

h i gh car,cer rate" hava been f"ound to .>e i st Ju.t downwind l"rom the INEL. 

5 . 1 3 . 1 3 Th. huge .,"ount. of radiOAct i ve and Chemical w •• t. that h •• 

a l raady be�m du'"oad into the Snake Rive,... Aou i far. the l i f. I i ,.,1t o f  

5 . 3 0 . 4 .  I Southerr. Idaho. ;'5 beg inning to take i t s  t o l l .  How car, know how 

Much oermanent contamirlat i ar. a l ready a )( l Bt s  i r. our food cha I n ,  

•• Dlitc i _ l l v 'f i sh ,  IPOQIi and M i l k ?  

W i t h  a l l  that Wit know and are a l ready oay i r,g for , how can 

t h i r,k of h a v 1 r'g p l utorl i uM cavort i n!l across our bit loved a t a t lt  . t  

5 . 2 9 . 9 2 .Journeys V 1 a  our h i ghways 'from Har,ford to t he INEL? 

Th i g  way of t ran.cort i ng TONS of p l utoni urn h.� r.ltver be.r, 

at t .mot.d ."eeltpt t •• t fac i l i t i e • •  Onlt a"'a l l  . o i l l ,  ar,d I d ahc" could 

5 . 2 9 . 8 1  be r u i r,.d. No tourist wou l d  Itvltr vltnturlt n.ar • o l ut on i UM aOi l l ,  

wou l d  .. g a i r, buy ootato •• o r  other farm prodUCIt frOM Id.aho. 

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 1  Why arlO' we I dahoar,B bRing a'S�.l!'d t o  cOMprorn ise c.ur very l i veli for 

the short t.litl""tI1 ecor,OM 1 C  ber,. f i t .  of 700 Job& perfortl11r,q t a !l k s  i r. a 

fac 1 l i t y  t h a t  wi l l  b. obsolltte 1r, a Few year!l, a f t .r oo i r.g a Job t h.t 

4 .  1 5 . 4  d U jr,' t r,eli'd d01r,g i n  t h e  "firt;.t p l aell"? ! 

Jr, t h i s  tllOnUIlIl!r, t a i  veal" o f  oeace t a l ka ar,d d 1 sarMa,.,ltnt t r�eat i e. 

w i t h  dveisi or,s made to d i slllant iv nuclear w� .. por,& i n  EurODIt ( t h e  

p l utor, i wn "frOln w h i c h  1 S  th. ea u i v a l er,t of years o f  S I S  oroduet ior, ) , how 

car, we be asked t o  support add i t ior,a l weaDons oral i ferat i or, ir, our own 

back yard s ? ! 

Wh.t is to b. donlt w i t h  t h i s  mu l t l - b i l l i or, do l l ar ref i nery 

d u r l nc;l the It)Ct ltnded 20 y.ars of i t &  o l artnltd l i Fltt i"'lt? l . 1  
I have no int er,t i or, of 1 1 v i ng i r. t h v  ahadow o f  a botllb fact ory. 

I i M p l orlt you t o  raMvrllbRr that t h i s  It.rth i s  our 1 ifeblood, and 

Idaho is aareat e)Carnpllt of or,. of i t ' &  last bRaut i F u l  ur,aDo i l ad 

Itnv 1 ron,.,ltr,t !I. It w i l l  be a gravlt Itrror and an It )C t rlt,.,a l y  nltgat iye 

Btat &rnltr,t rltgard i r'Q our fut ur. i r, Idaho and our futurlf on t h i s  p l arllft i f  

t h lt  S I S  faci 1 1  t y  i ii  i M o l ltlllli'nt ltd. 

P l eaBe don' t &&1 1 Idaho chea o ly. Sett&r yat, lifts say NO to 

t h lt  S I S  faci 1 i t y now, and .et a Bt rong precedent t o  proud l y  uphold our 

intltgr i t y  o f  a clean l i fe i n  I d aho. Maybe other �iill Y!:!!UI2i!!Ht Btat •• 
and eCtur,t rie. w i l l  fol l ow. 

1 YO�
£l

#--R�SDect f c'l Y '= ,fr 
. 

P. O. DOle 871 
Ketchum, 10 833�0 
209-726-7393 
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March 2 2 ,  1 9 8 8  

To Whom It  May Concern: 

As a res ident of the s tate of  Idaho , I want to voice 
my opposition to the S I S  proj ect . I need not list  
my obj ect ions to this proj ect as they will all  be 
mentioned at the hearing but I want myself  and my 
chi ldren ' s  opinions to be added to the list  of  those 
oppos ing this proj ect .  ""m.� � 

� J� �/f 5;JJ< 
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Tt!lJtiliony before the Depart_ot o f  Enal:gy 
Public Hearing8 on tbe proposed Spacial I_orope Separation Plant: 
Much 28th. 1988 
By Lowell R. Gre.&lthou .. (FUar. Idaho) 

I of far ., tasUlIOny balor. this body today in oppoet1on to the propolled conllt-ruction 
o f  the SIS Plant. I do 80 for II nu.ber of reasons; however, ........ I'd 11k. 
to ahara but one. 

Recantly, l i v e  becOllie .onll and !lore concerned IIIbout vhat 1 call "the Up8t1:eelll 
SyndrOllle" and "the DO¥n8tH!8111 8entillle n t . "  1 think lt rillatila to the SIS laaue 
before u�._ today. a8 If.ll. 

--Let -me- take a· moment to explain what I ' m  talking about . . . .  Aa 
the years have paDDed by, I ' ve noticed that qain and again 
there is a tendency among thODe of UD who live on this 
planet to have one of two attitudes, depend!n" on whether we 
live "upstream" or "downatream" from the issue at hand. 

I ' m  aure YOU can probably "uess where I ' m  headed with the 
story, but let me alive YOU .-. examplMl of how it works in 
praotioe. -... ::h..., N'ir� tL Jih WMib&d ---�- ----� the proposed. SIS 
\ �peClal Isotope 5epar;"ation) p l ant that may be located at 

"" the Idaho National Kngineerin" Laboratory in Idaho Falls)�t" lo .. Iu�k....L 
10 b ... -'t�).) _ alot could be lIaid about whether or not we need more . 

t..o. } nuclear weaponll in a world that i s  al ready oapable of 
blowin" itaelf up aeveral tilDes over. And while thh has 
som.thin" to do with how "upstream" and "downstream" 
thinkin" work., there i. a far olearer;" looal eXllZIIple related. 
to thIs hsue which we ahould look at. 

AD I understand thin"s, the ar"ument aloes somethin" like 
this . . .  _ The "UplltrelUll Synd rome" on this issue translates 
into jobs . Those who are supPort in" the SIS plant are saying 
that given the cond i t i on of the economy in Idaho the jobs 
that w i l l  be oreated by SIS w i l l  be a great blessing to the 
atate. I t ' s  always hard to arQ"ue with the need for joblil when 
people are out of work. 

But there are a number of people who happen to live 
"downstream" and are ooncerned. about what SIS will mean for 
them as we l l .  Some years qo, The Idahp Stntesman , which was 
al ready concerned about the waste dispoaal of radioaotive 
by-products, wrote the following editor i a l :  "The INEL site 
is one of the worst p l aoes . to atore wastes. It sits on top 
of the Snake River Plain Aqu ifer, the source of fresh water 
for much of southern Idaho. And it is also in a 
"eo"raph ically active area. The potential for problem, is 
too ,reat to i"nore . " And others have expressed a concern 
about what it means to have toxic wastes traVeling along our 
h ighways uninspeoted. on a regular baaia. For those of U8 in 
the Magio Valley, who l i ve "downstream " ,  we may face some 
"do'lmstream" consequences to an "upstream" decioion. And 
that decision could effect our farmo, our water supply, 
Way of Ufe in this part of tbe country. 
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Now the issue w i l l  be decided in the coming days, but the 
question that comes to mind for me as someone who l i ves � , 
"downstream" is what that decis ion w i l l  mean for me and for 
my family and what the consequences w i l l  be for my 
.reat-great-.reat-great .randch i ldren when the toxic wastes 
that SIS produces remain radioactive for the next 2 4 , 000 
years. These are "downstream" quest i ons that only 
"downstream" people can ask because all too often " upstream" 
people simply aren ' t  as concerned about them. 

This was true when I watched the news some years ago and sat 
s i lently as I saw men rol l ing barrels of toxic wastes off 8. 
ship and into the ocean. I wonder if these "upstream" people 
ever considered the faot that maybe one of the barrels might 
break or leak and f i l l  the sea with pollution. It was also 
true a few months ago when we all felt a bit embarassed as 
Americans when the "garbage barge" from New York sai led for 

thousands of mi les. looking for a country that would take 
our garbage and found out much to our chagrin that we 
COUldn ' t  even s e l l  our garbage to "downstream" countries . 
Finally, the barge had to turn around and s a i l  back 

"upstream" to the site where it came from. 

Well as someone who lives "downatream" from INEL, I don ' t  want the "garbage barge" 
called SIS to come to my state. I don ' t  want to buy i t ,  and I don ' t want to send 
it to someone e ls e ' s  neighborhood ao that they have to worry about what the 
effects will be on their dr inking water, their farms, their great-grest-great
great grandchildren, their way of life. 

I wish the "upstream" thinking people a t  the Department of Energy and at IHEL 
would stop the proposed SIS project before more "downstream" cities -- like 
Chernoby1 and 3-Ki1e Is1and-- make the news. Only this time, l ' m  afraid we ' ll 
be able t o  locate them on the map without any difficulty. They'll be located 
along the precious Snake River, and they ' ll be towns like Pocatello, Twin Falls, 
Filer and Hagerman. 

Please stop this "upstream" thinking before it ' s  too late. Thank you. 

Sincerely, ;;fiJWlj.{ r2. �� 
Lowell R .  Greathouae 

E 3 0 9  

�1arch 2 8 ,  1 9 P. '1 !  "':'estirnonv for S I t=:  �earino a t  ':f",1in Fal l s  

su�an Fallow� ield : Box l l 2  , �etchum , Idaho , q l l 4 �  
( 2 0 Q )  7 2 6-9666 

t come to this hearinq in opposition to the proposed SIt=: 
project to be located in Idaho Fall s .  I lived i n  the fiun Valley
I<etchum are3. in the late l q fi l') ' s  and left the renion until 
my return 3 years ago. ny majot&.r:Toal ,.,as to returntehe environs 
o t:  Idaho . This goal was fed by�ack o f  contamination in Idaho and 
a general level ot: thinkin0 that �ocused on priorities to maintain 
this purity . This level o f  thinkinq seems to have rlegenerated. 
Our elected representatives must not allow thi s intolerable 
project to become a real ity. It stands as a hlatant contra�iction 
to the image Idaho has establi shed--and can hope � u l l y  maintain--
a s  a refuge 'for those wantinq beauty and authenticitv in 
their l ives.  

. 

�he environmental impact study makes no concrete provisions 
for dealing with an accident or catastrophe . r.an anvone al low 
this proiect to Move any t:urther to becominn a realitv without 
even a base concern t:or human life , other than the claim that 

" this facility ..... ill be run as sat:elv as possihle?" '"'nlv an 
idiot would start a �ire without a hose near-by. 

There are so many times in l i "::e that we are forcerl to c1.eal ",ith 
ci rcumstances and mistakes that are irreverseahle. "lease, let 
u s  have the ,.,isdoM to take advanta!"}e o.f this rare opportuni tv 
to prevent a �istake before it happens . 

;J;;;/;;;;;� 
Susan Rutt Fallowfield 
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SylVia Green 
P . O .  Box 1575 
Hailey,  I d .  83333 220 Robinhood Dr . 
Hailey 

I ' m  SylVia Green. I ' m 38 years old , born in Rupert , raised in 
Rupert 3nd Paul . I grew up on a small farm , I ' ve driven ��tatoe 
truc k ,  moved hand line sprinkler pipe i n  the wheat rields 01 
Norland and my mother worked 12 years in the trim room at Simplot ' s .  
My husband and I have three children- 2 or which were born i n  Idaho. 
v/e ' ve lived in Ketchum and Hailev for 10 years. I want it down on 
the record that we are not out-of-state infiltrators brought here 
for these hearings a s  was suggested on the news. 1 1 I believe we should prot ect our heritage at a l l  costs. The • 
proposed SIS 1"a c i l ity is a threat to our clean water, a threat 
t o  our clean a i r ,  a � to our highways , a threat to the birds, 6 1 2 fish , animals , and human beings that should have the misfortune to • • 
l i ve around its perimeters. The SIS is a threat to world peac e .  
We have enough bombs ! We don ' t  need anymore ! 

I ' m ' ngry that you politicians are willing to sell my childre n ' s  4 1 3  future Idaho i n  the name of more jobs. Why not promote our • 
beautirul state ror rilm-making, and tourism. I can ' t  imagine 
people rlocking to Idaho t o  View a plutonium-rerining bomb plant. 

The way inrlation i s  gOing, it looks like the only inheritance 5 2 7  my husband and I will be able to leave our children i s  this state . . 3 . 3  
and country we . l l  love and enjoy. I say WE DON ' T  WANT THE S I S  
IN IDAHO OR ANYWHERE ! I 
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Statement Oppos i ng Construction of the SIS  Project 

I am 38 years old,  mother of two young children. I have l ived in Idaho for 12 years.  I first came here for a vacation with no real idea of the incredible beauty of this state. I fel t compe l l ed to stay because of the clean air and pure and unspoiled condition of the area. Thousands of people v i s i t  here every year to enjoy a bre i f  respite from the general po l l ution of their own part of the country and return horne refreshed and wi th renewed hope for the future of our planet. 
Now the OOE wishes to play Russian Roulette with this irreplaceable national resource.  I t ' s  bad enough that the INn exists here, posing an inmedi a te threat to the residents of Idaho and, with wider reaching effect s ,  to the Snak.e River Aquifer. JI,�,. "!-1':",l/t: .... "' ��I I; Me. nj6: .+,ct\ �CCIQ.�Kt . 'f"trl"£ i. lJwI. �l:Ik.' 

�'" n�cmrtst1 n�e"'cNb1:�s���·o1 'tht�"'
p�j��i�'tt:-i f�a

/: '::: �s"t:f7!tion for i ts exi s tence. It is not needed . I am conservative politically and bel i eve 5 .  1 . 4 2 in a strong national defense. 'At the same time, I am in favor of a reduction arid eventual el imination of nuclear weapons. Any sane person must desire the e l i mi na� 4 . 1 5 . 4  
4 . 1 3 

4 . 4 . 6  
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tion of the threat of nuclear suicide, The real i ty i s  that we do not need more bcrnbs. Bu i l d  new ones if you must, but retire some old ones and use that plutonium. The Trost frightening a spect of this project is its perfect i l l ustration of a goverrvnent gone wl 1d spending non�exi stent funds on unnecessary projects. You are going to bring this country and maybe the world to i ts economic knees with your irrespons i b le and short-s i ghted overspending.  I feel 1 i ke a husband cern; n9 home and saying to his wife, "Honey, yOu keep buyin!=! a l l  these expens ive gadgets that we don ' t  need and can ' t  afford. and you ' re charging them on your credi t  cards. Where ar-e we gOing to get the money to pay for this?" Tha t ' s  the same question have for you . Where 1 s the money goi ng to come from to pay for thi s?" 

linn Kincannon 
Box 4B2 
Sun Valley, 10 8JJ5J 
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I am IUlen Glaccum and I too am concerned about the purity 
01' the Snake River Aqui1'er and 1'ind the Draft EIS of the proposed 
Special Isotope Separation Pro ject woe1'ully inadequate on this 
sub j ect . 

was interested to read the lead story in the March 1 8  � � ,  detailing the likelihood o f  the I N I!L  being added t o  the 
SuperPund clean-up list. wayne Pierre from the EPA is quoted as 
Baying that the INi!:L has a nWllber of corrective orders to deal with 
and thn't ha:!.ardouB waste has already contaminated the Snake River 
Aquifer. " i>le know we have a releas e .  The .rent i s  to the future 
01' the aqui 1'er , "  the EPA official i s  quoted as saying. 

The newspaper article further elaborates the scope of the 
problem by listing the following contaminations of the Snake River 
Aquifer by the INEL. 

-tri tium contaminaticn of' the aquifer that is already 13i 
grating o f f  t h e  I N EL  property I 

-mercury contamination 01' i n j ection wello at the Chemical 
Processing Plant, 

�radioactive waste contamination of the groundwater at the 
Chemical Processing Plant. 

-trichloroethylene i n  drinkine water at the Test Area North, 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 5 
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-chromium in water above the aquifer at the Teat Reactor Ponds , 

-trichloroethylene and carbon tetrachloride in the fTround
water at the radioactive waste management compl ex. 

But yet this dra1't EIS bli thefully aSsures us that there 

will be no contamination of the Snake River Aqui1'er by the SIS . Who 
are they ki ddi ng? 

The aquifer is the life blood 01' Southern Idaho . The 

entire popUlati o n  i s  dependent upon i t .  Without use of the. aquifer 

nOll!: of us could live here any longer. Can we afford to risk all of 

5 . 1 2 . 1 
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our futures t o  build an incredibly expensive factory designed to last 

only ? years which will produce something dangerous that the Sec retary 

of Energy himself says we already have too much of? This is like a 

cartoon from The Far Side - let ' s  reject it for the bad joke it i s l  

Testimony ofa 
Ellen R .  GlaccWD 
Box 1 173 
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 
March 2 8 ,  1988 
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DID YCXJ EVm. HA.VE 10 HME UP YO.E HIND? 

(a N) SIS antlon) • . •  wlth lIpl101iea to John Sebastian .m:l Lewin' spoonful I 

chorus: DID YCXJ EYal HA.VE 'IO MV:E UP m.R HIND 

St\Y !l!5 'IO LIFE, /H) rEAVE 'IHE WARHEAIl3 BEHIrIJ. 
IT TNCFS SCM!: ANAQENI!SS, 10 PREV:ENI' BEIK; BLIK> 
DID YaJ EVm. HAVE 'IO Mf\KE UP m.R MIND? 

You lOYB rdab:;l's blue skies, her potatoes er:rl riYBI'S 

rut this SIS plont, it 91 .... ycu the shiYBI'S .  

'cause just whoo ycu th:ugh t  tMt this state i s  tiE. beet, 
alon:;J cnre BOre strangers with l!I n..cl.�r mess . . .  

dx>rus: HID 'I1iEN YCl..l � YaJ '  D � M\kE UP YaJ MIND 

AND 8M YES 'IO HJ!'AL1H, AND Ll'AVE 'IHE CI\Kl!l{ BEHIND. 
NELL, IF YOO'R£ rvr GmEDY, 1HI!N lOJ IrQ,I'T BE BLIK> 
DID l(lJ E\IJ!Jt HAVE 10 MV:E UP m.R HIND? 

well, tcurists lOYB this stl!.te, BpeOO ItOOE!y to vislt btt 
until they get distracted by her SIs-ter 

'QJZ in walked the D.D.E . .m:I took ycu in line 

Mid, "yoJ'd better go b:::n'e, folks, WE'VE nIi!!Ide up ycur min:l. "  

dx>rus: WEU. 1HI!N YCl..l � YaJ'D � FINN..,[.y JE:IDE 
10 SA'!. YES 10 LIFE, HID I.EI' PLUI'CNIu.t RIDE 
IT TAKES .s:ME AKfIRENESS, 10 mEVENI' BErN:: BLIND 
DID 'iCU EVm. 'IO HAVE 10 MN<E UP YCI.R MIND? 

Lefeat last chorus . . . .  

1 . 1  
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DATE: Karch 28, 1988 

SIJIIJt:CT: Spec hi Iaotope Separation Project 

To Whoa It Kay Concern: 

10.8 an ower and operator of • Trout and Sal..on Far. 1n the Hagic Valley ara_. 
the potential Qr ru-.or of • plutonlU111 accident would be devaatatina to the 
Uah industry. 

If cont_in_tion to the SnalLe R.iver aquifer occurred there would be an i_adiate 
drop in aa1a" and consumption of Idaho rai.ad Trout and S.1-.on. 

Thb 18 ellactly "hat happened to the Hauhey COlllpany following the Thra. Hila 
hland accident .  

Currently th_ waata ator8g8 fac111ty 1 n  the New Mellico area has been found to 
be leaking into the groundwater. I_Sine what a siallar aituation ln Idaho 
would do for our agriculture . recreation. and tourisDi. How valuable ara 400 
to !lOO joba in coaparilon to the reputation and styh of lhing that ve all 
enjoy ln the atat. of Idaho. 

ilIIapectfully, �� 
Terry Whiu Owner/Operator 
Deep Cr .... Trout Faraa 
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IDAHO JOINT APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING COMMI'ITEE FOR THE ELECnUCAL INDUSTRY 
POCATELLO AAEA 

P.O. Bo . ... 1 566 W •• t Canter SI,", 
Pocatallo, laM a1201.o11r 

Pho ... (201) :132-4300 

BOISE AAEA 

8721 U,Uck A.,.d .o .... Id.ho .37� 
Phone :122·7117 

March 2 5 .  1988 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

RE: SIS Project - INEL , Idaho Falls 

My name i .  Don B. Ivory. I alii an Idaho re.ident l ivinQ' in Ada 
Coun t y .  I am employed by the Idaho Electrical Joint 
Apprenticeship and TraininQ' commi ttee as a TraininQ' Director. We 
maintain offices in Boise and Pocatello. Hy duties are to 
recruit and process applicants for the Electrician APprenticeship 
proQ'ram. I also maintain records and supervise the traininQ' of 
the APprentices while they learn their trade. 

APprenticeship is a structured proQ'ram where individuals are 
employed by a private contractor earninQ' waQ'es a t  the same tille 
they attend evening classes to s tudy and learn more about their 
trade. Our proQ'ram requires five years from the time the 
apprentice starts until he completes and becomes a journeyman. 
The traininQ' of the electrician does not stop a t  this time. He 
continue. to a t tend cIa •••• to keep abrea.t of new technique. and 
wirinQ' method • .  
DurinQ' the pa.t I S  years I have been workinQ' with this proQ'ram, I 
have had the opportuni ty to become acquainted wi th hundreds of 
electr icians . 

The INEL has provided more construction jobs and tl. aininQ' 
opportunities than any other source within the State of Idaho. 
Thousands of manhours worked a t  the INEL have been converted into 
taxes and bene fits for all Idahoans , as well as the many small 
businesses that exist because of the INEL construction jobs . 

The INEL safety work record is superior--there have been only a 
very few minor accidents ; and, to my knowledQ'e , there has never 
been any radiation exposure to our electricians workinQ' there. 

I have personally been provided Q'uided tours of the facility on 
many occasions . I am very impressed with the well-orQ'anized 
manner in which the employees perform their jobs a t  the Site . 
There is absolutely no doubt in my mind that every precaution 
possible i s  taken to ensure safety . 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 4  
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SIS Project - INEL 
Page 2 

Anyone who takes the time to s tudy and inform themselves of the 
many benefits that the SIS can bring to Idaho would surely 
SUpport the Proj e c t .  Idaho needs SIS and SIS needs Idaho. Let 
UII not stand in the way of the people who know best about OUr 
needs for this Project and let ' s  give them our Support and move 
ahead. 

$�lJ �  
DON B .  IVORY 315 Clear Creek Drive Meridian, Idaho 83642 (208)  888-1385 

Distance I n  mllel 10 
EIR·I road )uncnon 
trom: 

Arco 

Blackfoot 

18 
40 

Craters of the Moon 46 
Idaho Falls 50 

"<lJI.07M-1CJM.A.Q2 

While you're in Idaho 
see the world's first 
nuclear pOwer plant... 

In December 1951 the 

wintry landscape In Idaho 

was illuminated by eleclrlcal 

power trom EBR·I, the world', 

first nuclear power plant 

-I 

1'/'37- I� <g"'dO 1//515 
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I ave y� aver seen a 
nuclear reador? Ever won· 
dered how electrtdty ts 
generated trom nuc)ear 
energy? SatIsfy your curt· 
osIty by v!s111ng' the Expert· 
mental Breeder Reador·1 
(EBR'I) v1s1lor center. located 
on US HIghway 2026 
between Idaho Falls and 
NCO (see map on bade.) 
'The facU1ty, a NationaJ 
HtstoJ1c Landmark where 
electrlcl.ty was tlISt gen· 
erated from nuclear energy 
In lQ5l, is open to the publk:: 
from Memorial Day week
end through Labor Day 
weekend...seven days a 
week..1rom 8 a..m. 10 4 pm. 
Admission Is tree. 

Youll see two nuclear 
reactors, a reador control ICXlffi. remote hand.I1ng 
devices tor radJoacl1ve 
materta1s. radiation 
detect10n counters, and J'TlOI8, much more. You'U 
-., how eleclrtctty II 
plOduc:ed !rom apUttlng atoms and. see nwnerous 

npIanaIory dlaplays and 
exhibit!. You can walk 
Ihrouoh the plant ustng the 
printed tour Imtructions. or 
lake a guided klw wtth one 
Ol the tour guides on duty. 

Aner Labor Day weekend. 
group tows are ava1lable 
on weekdays only, by 
advance arrangemenls. 
For more truormation call 
(206) 5260050 

Also. don't forgel to v1s1t 
CrateIS of the Mexm 
National Monument only 
46 miles west 01 EBIN on US 

• Htghw;ry 2Q.26. 

J O J.athzT1 1: • •  r.:.arvf'l 
Eo x  1 60;> 
Hailey, Idaho 83333 
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I havE' drivl?n seve nty m i l e s  today to e:p eak out against 
th e i n stall ation of the Sppcial Isotope Separation rro j e c t  
p r o p o s e d  for I d a h o .  T h i s  pro j e ct i s  not needed b y  any 
strptch of imagi nation. The reasons pro v i d ed for our 
presumably credulous public consumption mention redundency, 
technical diversity for plutonium pro duction, and th e ability 
to rb.pidly increase the pro duction o f  ... :eapons grade plutonium. 
�'; hat are these people try ine to tell u s  ? They are saying that 
production of nuclear ..... eapons i s  a more valuable Uf;e o f  
our natio n ' s resources than any o f  th e miriad needs o f  the 
people 'lrrh i ch currently go unmet. I f  our h o norable :::i enatoTs 
f. cClure <.:.nd Symms could arrange it, I see innum er�bl €' .... ·ays 
that 1 billion dollars could be spent i n  Idaho to ben€'fi t 
hundreds and hundreds of communi fiea i n  our Sta t e .  Let ' s  
tak e o n e  r:impl e exampl E';. suppose .. e took 2 5 0 , 000 , 000 dollars 
for one y ear and prov i d e d  public \IIorks jobs. Th i f"  alone ,.:ould 
prov i d e  10000 jobs at 2 5 , 000 dollars each; th('n .,.p could take 
the rE'tllBinine 750 mill ion dollars and inveE't it i n  80me 
reaso nably cons('rvativp "" ay to provide 65 million dollar!:"' 
a year in funds .,..,hich could pro v i d e  in perpetuity 2600 
jobs at s: 2 5 . 000 per year. ::very to ... m i n  Idaho could 
r epav� its entir(' street system ('very five yeare "" i th funds 
of this magni tude. �'hy do our elected politicians pretend 
they ar e  serving our interests as residents o f  Idaho by 
suggest ing .... e be grateful for a pro j e c t  ""hich could provide 
4 40 technical jobs but whosp operative life may be no lo ngrr 
than seven years and ""hoee residues may b p.  poisoning our 
d e s c e ndants for 2 5 , 000 years. Th i s  project should not only 
not be built i n  I d aho . it should not be built any"" here. This 
country i t'l  i n  the midst o f  the greatest opportuni ty in 
arms control since the bginn ing o f  the atomic age 43 years 
ago ; an opportunity at least partially created by th(' most 
conservative not to say E'xtremi st President the country 
hap ever seen. If his pfforts are succes sful fully 60" 
o f  the existing nucl ear arsenal ""ill have to b e  d i smantled 
'fIo' i thin the nf"xt ten years. 't' here will all this plutonium 
go then ? ""ie do n ' t  have any way to store the ""8.stes no ... .' . 

�:ltn�� :����n!�m:r��!u:u�� ������n���� e�e
a�h!�: i��e�s 

years if this plant is built. None o f  us should br;> 6urpr is('d 
that this plant proposal has come forth to be built in Idaho. 
I read y p !;;terday that Troy i' ad e 'was quoted 6S sayinF" thet i f  
t h f" Y  can ' t  g e t  i t  b u i l t  1 n  Idaho , they can ' t  g e t  i t  b u i l t  anywh ere . 
',; ell , that ' s  8 good sign, because it means thflt .... ' e .  the residE'nte, 

4 . 1 5 . 4  
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o f  Idaho are finally taking our r e spo nsibi l i t i e s  seriously 
about the kind of environm ent 't. e w i sh to l eave for our children. 
Thi �  plant i s  a logical manifestFotion of the sort of thinking 
wh i ch has riven u s  t h e  largest m i l i tary- industrial cokplex 
ir: thf' 'lliorld. A complex ..,: ho s e  mzny �lI"lc. go� l B  include it ' s  
o'.n gro""'"th and perpetuation. T h i s  proj ect i s  a fundamental 
ceconstration of th e moral cretin ism o f  th e knee jerk 
supporters o f  ever l arger mi l !  tary appro priations. Our 
government is paying large sums to peopl e at all the l!ational 
S c i ent i f i c  laborator i e s  to d evelop �: eapon8 i d eas wi th th e 
eo l e  goal of making their j o b s  more secure. The 90 mi l l io n  
dollars spent a t  Lawrence L i v ermore for th i s  i so to p e  separation 
pro cess i s  �.'ast ed because when Congress comes to its senses 
ther e "ill b e  no funding for th e S I S .  DJ(XJIujIJIllIlHIIXilf 
IIJD'YtUPiI'( The po l i ti cal supporters of th i s  pro j e ct show 
a...'Pl industrious abed! ence to weapons and �:ar-maklng capability 
to th e  utter exclusion of moral qual ity .  That is the Simpl e 
truth of t ra e  propo sal . The security of th e United Stat e s  
requires n o  more plutonium , t h e  Depar tment o f  Energy r equi r e s  
n o  more plutonium, th e S t a t e  o f  I d a ho  n e e d s  n o  plutonium, 
our ch ildren and their chi l d ren need no pluton�um. v:ho n e e d s  
t h e  SIS ? l : e  do n ' t ,  and l et ' s  /liliiii'-. *'" stop�no". 

Jonathan H. Marvel 
Box 1 602 
H a i l ey ,  I d aho 83333 
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Local Union No, 808 
1ltnite� �t'DfI!er4oo� of Q}lIt'pcllfers 1I11� ;noiners of c1\.Jnerica 

Dr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Id . 83402 

Dear Mr. Nichols : 

....... '" 
284 WEST BRIDGE P.O. BOX 1068 

BLACKFOOT, IDAHO 83221 
(208) 785·7353 
t-800-356--9950 

Hac"h 2 4 ,  198B 

My narne is Gene Bergstrom, 1 live at 102 Rosewood Pocatello, Idaho B320" 

I have come here today to testify in favor of locating the S. 1 . 5 .  in Idaho 
at the INEL site. 

I represent Carpenters Local # 80B in Blackfoot, Idaho. we have helped build 
the INEL with our Carpenters and M i l lwrights • .  We are proud to have been a 
part o f  making the INEL what it i s  today . 

When I send a member to work at the INEL, I can rest as sured that this member 
will be required to go thru sa;ety training which will enable this member to 
work in as safe as possiable manner. 

I hear these people tesifying against the S. 1 . 5 . ,  who have no idea what i s  
going on out at t h e  Inel. 

Plutonium is not someting that i s  new out there, t!hry have deal t wi th 
Plutonium for many years i n  a safe manner. 

I think that D . D . A .  has done an outstanding job with their many techenations 
i n  the area o f  safety o f  materi a l s .  air and water. 

Safety doesn ' t  just happen you have to work a t  i t .  seven days a week twenty 
four hours a day. 

I know there are a lot o f  people who are mostly from out o f  state trying to 
i n f luence the good people o f  Idaho into beleving that the S . L S .  i s  not good 
for Idaho, I for one don ' t  believe this hogwash . I believe we can have a clean 
environme n t ,  with clean air and water, I believe that we can operate the S . l . S .  

' "  Idaho, i n  the most safe and secure manner possible. 

1 . 1  
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March 2 4 ,  1988 

I be lieve we as Idahoans have an opportunity that comes but once in a l i f e 
time to be a p a r t  of bringing t h e  S . 1 . S .  to Idaho. 

The benifits of the S . 1 . S .  are so many that I find i t  hard to put. down 
on paper what we as Idahoans can gain from having the S . l . S .  built in Idaho . 

Monetarily this would give us a much needed shot in the arm, the j ob ' s  that 
this would create are many and are needed to keep our young people in Idaho. 

The new technology that would be gained would benefi t our, oollage ' s and 
would be a plus in attracting and keeping the best young minds in Idaho 
for Idaho . 

We as carpenters and millwrights want the very best for Idaho , we are a l l  
United in o u r  effort. t o  be a p a r t  of t h e  future at t h e  INEL. 

We in Idaho know how important the INEL Site is , we have received so many 
side benefit s ,  both monetarily and technologically. 

The 5 . 1 . 5 .  would f i t  right 1n, so I say Mr. Cha irman, this is why I 
support locating the S .  1 . 5 .  in Idaho. 

T("j'd You, :3 �.. 
I '!-d.l2--t.aJ /'=) §� 

Genf! Berqstrom 
Business Representative 
Carpenters Local It 808 
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Comments on the D r a f t  Envi ronmen t a l  Impact Statement 
for- the 

Spec i a l  Isotope separ-at i on Pr-oj�c:t 
by 

Alber-t E .  W i l Eto n ,  PE , PhD 

gut my s t a r t  in the nucl ear busi nesii over t h i r t y  years ago 
at Lus Al amos, New Mex i co and I am pr-oud to say I have been a 
par-t of i t  ever s i n c e .  I have been a Professor of Nuclear 
Eng i n eer i ng at Idaho State U n i ver s i t y  since 1966 and dur i ng 
the past t".u�nty two year-s I have a l so had c l ose contact w i t h  
t h e  nuclear programs a t  I NEL a n d  el sewhere i n  the n at i on .  I 
was a member and V i c e C h a i r man of thu Idaho Nuclear Energy 
Commi s5i on from 1967 to 1975. I served two years on the Board 
of Governors and f i ve years on the Sc i en t i f i c  and Tech n i c a l  
Advisory Comm i t tee f or Argonne Nat i onal Laboratory. I have 
spent several s;umme r- s  wor k i ng on var-i ou� r&>sllar-ch p r o j e c t s  at 
INEL and one summer at Lawr-ence Rad i at i on Lab in Li vermore, 

Cal i for n i a .  Mor-e t o  the pui n t ,  I was a member of the Blue 
Ri bbon Commi ttee ap p o i n t ed b y  Governor Andrus in 1974 to 
review the Draft En v i r onmen t a l  lmp.act Statement concer n i ng the 
h an d l i ng of nuclear waste at INEL. The Committee unani mous l y  
appr-oved a f i n a l  report t o  Governor Andrus which was very 
c r i t i ca l  uf that E I S  and r- ecommended that the r,lovernment c l ean 
up i l s act . I a l so presented testi mony to that effect at 
hear i ng s  i n  Wash i ngton , D. C . , and Sa I l  Lake C i t y ,  Utah on 
that E 1 S .  

As t h e  h i stor- i c a l  record w i l l  show, I have a l so been very 
cr i t i c a l  of sever-al other Envi ronmental Impact Statements 
prepared b y  the Department of Energy in the past for projects 
at the I d aho Nat i onal Engi neer i n g  Laboratory. I was therefore 
sur p r- i sed, and very p l eased, to f i nd the subject EIS to b e  
we l l  wr i t ten and t o  cover- a l l  of the top i c S  which I fel t were 
i mportant. !:ii nce I am a resi dent of Poc a t e l l o ,  a c i t y which 
c o u l d  be i mpacted if there were a major ac c i d en t ,  I was most 
i nt erested in Chapter 4, Env i r- onmen tal Consequences and most 
of my comments wi 1 1  be d i rected toward t�at chapter and to 
Appen d i :: A of the E I S .  

w a s  p ar t i c u l a r l y  p l ea':ioed t o  see t h a t  t h e  hazarus assoc i ated 
w i th P l utonium were p l aced in proper perspec t i ve .  We all know 
thal P l u t o n i u m  is til. haz ardous mater i a l  but it is NOT the 
u l t i mate lJoison that most of the an t i -nucl ear act i v i st s  would 
hdve the publ ic bel i ev e .  Far too often the d i re predi c t i ons 
of the " d n t i s "  are accepted b y  the med i a  as fact even though 
they ar-e c.omp l et e l y  unsubst a n t i ated. Th i s  d r a f t  E I S  presents 
a c l ear r-epresen t at i on of the hazards assoc i ated w i t h  
P l u t o n i u m  a n d  p r o v i des t h e  b as i s  for t h e  deter m i n a t i on s .  I 
f eel that the pres�n t at i un i s  c l ear and c o n c i s e  and correc t l y  
l eads to t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  that t h e  proposed act i v i ty c a n  b e  
undertaken w i  thout undue r i  sk to anyone. 

(more) 

2 . 1 . 1  



N c..n CO 

5 . 2 4 . 2 2 

Page 2 

My u n l ,  real c.omp l a i n t  o f  t h e  E I S  i s  t h a t  the SeverE;> Fac i l i t y 
Ac c i dent considered ( p a g e  4-28 f f )  i s  so u n l i k el y as to bE' 
l uLl i L rous. Thi:' severl s i mu l taneous i t ems wh i c h must occur 
(page 4-30) for t h e  a C L i denl t o  happE'n a r e  just too much. I t  

i s  unfortunatE' t h a t  t h e  ODE must spend t i mE' ,  and ta>:payers 
money, in anal yz i n g  such a comp l e t E' l y  i mposs i b l e  event . 
HuwE'ver , i f  the scenar i o  had not.. beE;>n c o n s i dered, I P m  sure 
�umeone do L  one of these hE;>ar i ng s  wou l d  have comp l a i ned that 
the "worst case" had been i g n or e d .  Fortunat e l y ,  even in t h i s  
r i d i c u l u�s c.ase t h e  conse4uences wou l d n o t  b e  a l l t h a t  b a d .  

I n  c on c l u s i  o n  w i  1 1  s t d t e  t h a t  c u n s i  der the proposed 
act i v i t y  to be envi ronment a l l y  ac c e p t ab l e  and appropr i at e  t o  
t h e  Idaho Nat i on a l  E n g i neer i ng l ab o r d t o r y .  I h a v e  f OLtnd t h e  
maler i a l i n  t h e  E I S  t o  b e  wel l documented and presented i n  a 
very c l l::?ar mann l:O'r . A l l of my ques t i on s  concer n i ng t h e  
en v i r unmen t a l  i mp a c t  of t h e  p r o j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  c l ear l y  a n d  
conc i se l y  dnswer-cd . I feel that t h e  pl ann i n g  wh i c h  has gone 
i n t o  the �roject wi l l  c er t a i n l y  p r otect t h l:O'  h ea l t h and wel f a r e  
uf l h �  pub l i c  and t h e  r eg i un .  

wou l d  l i k e t o  c ongrat u l ate t h e  Oepartml:::'n t  o f  Energy and the 
many autllors of t.he document for pr epar i n g  an e;,: c e l l en t  D r a f t  
En v i ronmen t a l  I mp a c t  Stateml:::'n t .  

Submi t t l:::'U b y :  
Al bert E .  W i l son 
5 1 30 Muhawk St . 
Pocat e l l o ,  10 83204 
(�08) 234-0925 

E330 

cOl'll'lent II o n  the 

SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATOR 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

I have Just cOl'lpleted a review of the Dreft Environl'lental blpact 

S h t el'lent ( DE I S )  for the SpeC i e !  I sotope Separat ion ProJec t .  

That revlew includad , but was not 1 1 1'l i t ed t o ,  reeding i n  t he i r  

entirety Part I ,  Appendix A ,  a n d  t h e  INEL apec i f ic aections o f  

Per t s  3 and 4 .  I would l i k e  to go o n  record w i t h  t he fol l owing 

rel'larks concerning the D E I S .  

T h e  inforl'lation presented appears approp r i a t e l y  referenced a n d  as 

such, indicetes that en honell t  effort t o  accura t e l y  r e f l e c t  t he 

per t l nent srguJOlents has been I'lede . 

The personnel that cOl'lp i led t he various sections of the report 

appear to be properly Qual i f ied. 

I n  genera l , approp r i a t e l y  conservative aSllul'lptiona have been uaed 

for ana l y t i c  purpollea , however I aOl'le of t he aSllul'lpt iona used for 

tha transport ana l Y ll i s  in Appendix A are conserva t i ve i n  the 

extre",e , and as such indicate conseQuencea IIIore severa than can 

actua l l y  be expec ted. 

In conc lUS ion , I found the DE IS t o  be u t i s factory , and feel it  

de"onatratea that the S I S  can be built o!Itnd operated at the INEL 

wi th conf 1denc e .  

DaVid levinakas 
542 S. 6th Ave, 

Pocate l l o ,  ID 83201 

208-233-9068 
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T e s t i mony ag a i n s t  S I S  

M a r c h  2 8 .  1 9 88 
To w h o m  i t  may concern ; 

As f a r  as I c a n  t e l l t he r e  are t h ree ma i n  reasons why we a r a  
b e i n g  t o l d  t he S I S  i s  n o t  on l y  s a f e  b u t  n e c es s a r y  a n d  benef i c i a l  
t o  I da ho .  None o f  t hem h o l d s  wa t e r . The f i r s t  reason i s  t ha t  
S I S  w i l l  prov i d e  a m u c h  needed boost t o  I d a ho ' s  economy . The 
boost it w i l l  p r ov i d e  is p r i ma r i l y  a t empo r a r y  one t ha t  w i l '  d r aw 
peo p l e ( many f r om ou t s i d e I d a ho )  to t he a r e a  a n d  t hen l eave t hem 
j o b l e s s  w i t h  mortgages and l oa n s  to pay of f .  New l y  bu i l t  houses 
a n d  bu a i nBsses w i l l  s t a n d  empty w i t h  out t he permanent job m a r ket 
t o  s u pport t hem . And what happens when t he S I S  is bu i l t  a n d  t he 
I N E L  r ea l i zes t he r e  i s  n o t  t he need for weapons g r a d e  p l u t o n i u m  
t ha t  w a s  an t i c i pa t ed and t he w ho l e  p l a n t  i s  s hu t  d o w n ?  I n  t he 
mea n t i me I N E L has l os t  out on l on g e r  l a s t i n g peace-o r i en t e d  
proj ec t s . T h i s  boom - bu s t  economy is u l t i ma t e l y  more d e t r i me n t a l  
to I d aho t h a n  o n e  w i t h  n o  boom a t  a l l .  

Secon d , t ha t  I N E L  ha s a very good s a f e t y  record . T h i s  may 
be t r ue , it m a y  n o t  . be .  W i t h  c u r r e n t  mon i t o r i n g  and regu l a t o r y  
p r a c t i ces i t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  a s s e s s  t he s a f e t y  o f  
I N E L ,  however i t  i s  n o t  r e l evan t h e r e . What i s  r e l evant i s  t ha t  

t he s t a k es � r e  too h i g h  t o  p l a y t he game , n o  mat t e r  h o w  good o r  
bad a p l a ye r  I N E L  i s .  A n u c l ea r  a c c i dent o f  a n y  s i z e wou l d  b e  
a b s o l u t e l y  i n t o l e r a b l e and t o  r i s k  i t  i n  a n y  way i s  i na n e . 

The t h i r d  reason , pe r ha ps t he mos t s i g n i f i c a n t  one f o r  t he 
n a t i on ,  is t ha t  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e &  needs more weapons g r a d e  
p l u t on i u m . We c u r rent l y  have t he n u c l ea r  c a pa c i t y  t o  b l ow u p  t he 
ent i r e ea r t h .  t he H i m a l a yas . A f r i c a . I c e l a n d . Tw i n  F a l l s .  many 
t i mes over . What more d o  we n e e d ?  The c a pac i t y  t o  b l ow it a l l  
u p  many many t i mes ove r ?  O n  a more ma t hemat i c a l  n ot e .  
recyc l i ng ,  f o r  examp l e  t he d i sma n t l i n g  o f  weapons c a l l e d  f o r  i n  
t h e  recen t l y  s i gned Nu c l ea r  Nonpr o l i f e r a t i on T r ea t i es w i l l  
p r ov i d e enough weapons g r ad e  p l u t o n i u m  t o  s u p p l y  a n y  new weapons 
project s .  

I n  conc l u � i on ,  I w a n t  t o  reempha s i z e my c o m p l e t e  oppos i t i on 
t o  t h i s  projec t . in I d a h o .  o r  a n y  p l a c e  e l s e .  

s 1 n��vi#� 

E l i s; e Lu f k i n  
Box 1 8 54 
Ke t c hu m . 10  8 3 3 4 0  

£ 3 3 5 

Testimony Against SIS 

March 28 . 1988 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am opposed to bringing the SIS to Idaho or anywhere elsel My 
reasons are ; 

A) The production ot aore w.apone grade plutonium in a ti •• 
when the superpowers are in the process at cutt ing back on 
nuclear weapons is rid iculous ! 

8) The bene f i t  to the economy will be short lived and wi l l  
keep the INEL trom receiving projects that may have • long 
term economic and beneticial ettect tor Idaho . 

C) The chance ot an accident no matter how remote would have 
a terrible environmental ettect and an adverse ettect on 
touri •• and tarming. 

�A:;. 4. c::;:� 
Robbie A. Preund 
P . O .  Box 1 ' 70 
Ketchum. Idaho 833'0 
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28 March 1988 

Testimony against SIS in Idaho 

Regarding the proposed plutonium project at INEL in Idaho: 

The fact that Idaho is one of the last frontiers of unspoiled wl1demess in 
the country is irrelevant. The fact that the Idaho economy depends 
increasingly on tourism is irrelevant. The fact that the Idaho potato 
comes from an area with the purest soil is irrelevant. 

What is relevant is the tremendous glut of plutonium already on hand I n  
the form o f  stockpiled weapons. What is relevant is that the United States 
already has at its disposal enough fission force to blow the entire planet 
into small pieces. 

The issue, therefore, is not� plutonium should be manufactured but 

� 
The only premise that makes less sense than making more plutonium is to 
make that plutonium in one of the few unspoi1ed areas left on earth . 

lS�� 
Barge Levy 
80K 905 
Ketchum, 10 83340 

Lo...� 
Karen Oswalt 
80K 905 
Ketchum, 10 83340 

[ 3 3 7  
� B s t 1 mony a g a i n s t  S I S  

M" r c h  2 B .  1 9 8 8  
T O  whom i t  may conce r n : 

As " c i t i z en of I d a h o ,  I am s a y i n g  NO to t he i n s t a l l a t i on of 
a s pec i a l  i s otope s e pa r a t o r  at the I N EL . I do not w a n t  to s e e  
more weapons g r a d e  p l u t o n i u m  p r o d u c e d  i n  I d a h o .  o r  anywhere e l s e 
o n  t he p l anet . My oppos i t i on to t he S I S  is b a s e d  on t he 
f o l l ow i n g  reason s :  

The J o b s  c r e a t e d  b y  t he S I S  p r o j e c t  a r e  not s t a b l e  n o r  l on g  
� e r m .  A b o o m  a n d  b u s t  economy has a demea n i ng a n d  l ong 
l a s t i n q neg a t i ve ef fect on " commun i t y .  

T he r e  i s  n o  need f o r  more weapons g r a d e  p l u t on i u m .  

T he r i s k  t o  t he hea l t h  ( a n d  l i ves ) o f  t he peo p l e  l i v i n g 
t he p l a n t  i s  not wo r t h  t a k i n g . 

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  cannot f i n a nc i a l l y  a f f o r d  i t . 

nea r 

S i n?ll: ' 

h/' . / /Ji� /�r.� 
A f i n a l  n ot e :  

D i a n e  K a r ba n  
B o )(  4 6 0 7  
Ket c h u m .  1 0  8 3 3 4 0  

J u s t  f o r  t he r e c o r d . i t  d i s g u s t s  m e  t ha t  I a s  a human be i n g .  
have t o  a s k  you . my f e l l ow human b e i n g s . not t o  d e s t roy t he 
Q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  human be i n q s , in o r d e r  t ha t  you m i g h t  m u r d e r  
human b e i n g s  i n  ot her l a n d s  w i t h  you r f i l t hy bombs . 
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FOR THE HEARING RECORD - SIS PROJ"ECT 
March :Z 8 .  1988 

TN!n Falls . Idaho 

Senator McC!ure. Senator Symms . Congress::!.an Stall ings . Governor 
Andrus and lIt!:Dbers ot the Department ot Energy : 

My name 1s Cindy Thiede . I am a 15 year resident ot Idaho and 
current!y the Oeputy Dl:-ecto:" ot t�e G lobal Envi ronment Project 
Ir.st!tute - a pub.!lc education organization involved with global 
environm.ental issues. I am also a ;nother who is deeply concerned 
with the health and safety ot my children . • .  and theirs . 

I believe the Special Isotope Separation plant threatens that satet., 
by endangering our a!r,  our water, our !'ood, our state ' s  economy -
and, a! cou:'se , by ;l::"oduc !n; more ruel !'or nuclear bombs, I bel ieve 
the SIS u!:!mately endange!"s l i t e  on planet ea:th . 
I am concerned because the OOE will be playinQ' with plutonium - one 
o! the most toxic materials in existence . More carcinogenic 
materia:s wi!! be t :::'ansported oac!c and !ort� across our highways , 
more hazardous wastes w i l !  be generated at the INEL, more 
rac!oact!ve and ct:emical pollutants w i l l  seep into the air and 
perhaps into Idaho t s snaxe R!ve: ?lain aqu!!er - a major source ot 
t:-esh wate!' tor drin1ting and ir!"igat ion. 

I am concerned because the SIS wil! be built on a seismically active 
area at the I:'iEL - a site already under consideration tor supertund 
cleanup dollars. I am concerned because we are spending a b i l l ion 
dollars to c.eate another nuclear mess betore cleaning up the tens 
ot b! : :ions 0: dollars o t  environmental damage al ready done at other 
weapons mate!'ial s i tes.  

We are sett!ng ourselvl!!ts up tor an env ironmental disaster in a state 
renown tor its natura l ,  unspo i led beauty. I !  the SIS is bui l t ,  
Idaho ' s  !'eputat!on w i l l  sut!er . Central Idaho ' s  expanding tourist 
economy will be at risk , hunting and tishing may seem less 
attrac t ive , agricu.lture and Idaho ' s  tamous "tomatoes" will sutter 
too . And tor what?  For a bomb tuel plant we don ' t  even need . 
It we are "awash wi th plutonium" as Ene!"gy Secretary .John Herrington 
$lays, then there is no rational just i t ication tor the SIS plant . It 
is unnecessary, unsate,  and uneconolllical . 50 please don ' t  trade away 
Idaho I S sate and heal thy tuture tor whatever short terlD gains you 
lDay envision. Remember your children. Remember theirs. 

Sincerely . 

Cindy Thiede 
Box 895 
Ketchum , 10 83340 
( 208 ) 7 2 6-7726 
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TESTIKOIIY BEFORE THE 28 HARCI! 1 988 D . O . E .  HEARINGS O N  THE S . L S .  PROJECT 

My name is Stuart Backstatter. I am B property owner 1n the Hailey 

and Ketchum areas of Blaine County, Idaho which are not rar from 

the proposed locat ion of the Special Isotope Separation Pro j e c t .  -:&"" _ ... Ie. " .. Ito r' .... 'Io"T c .... ( ...... (t.E� ..... ".c ... , ... , ... " jill ... ') ...... If .......... 4- .II �l,_. II . V .  
E' ..... r ......... 1!i" -p,,....IT 1II� .. IIt'> II . 'J8  _0 , . ... ...... 11 ... 1t4C. .  

I am s trongly opposed t o  the ' 5 . 1 , 5 .  pro j e c t  and t o  spending any 

more ta)( dollars on the S . I . S .  project ' s  construction. 

Intelligent human beings d o  not endeavor to create things that are 

not need e d .  There is !!.2. demonstrated need for more plutonium and 

therefore no need for the S. I . S .  project. The lack of need is 

especially eVident in light of recent weapons treat ies , potential 

future weapons treatie s ,  and the desire of the vast majority of 

the people of the world not t o  d estroy ourselves with plutonium 

based weapons . 

The argument that the 5 . 1 . 5 .  is needed to create jobs is especially 

irrational in light of the .!.!..£.! of need for more plutonium. find 

the D . O . E .  's desire to spend part of the 30%' of my hard earned 

money that I pay in taxes on a useless project to be aggravatingly 

unconscionable. I do not want my hard work given to other people 

for a needless task. This i s  not good economic s .  

Even if one could find a need for more plutonium there are many 

1Q0re arguments and issues that would require attention prior t o  

the 5 . 1 . 5 .  project ' s  initiation. Particularly ugly among these 

iaauea are that : there is � effective waste treatment , the S . I . S .  

tecbnology is not yet prove n ,  and i t  has not been demonatrated that 

"'O'(!� L 

2. 
the S . 1 . 3 .  technology is t he  most econom i c a l  process to create this 

plutonium nor Idaho the most economical location t o  create this 

pro j e c t .  

Thank you for t h e  opportunity to voice m y  opinion. 

/bi�t.� 
7. o. --S:><. Z.!-S l 

k'�T""u'7, 1) . .8!� fb 
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COMMENTS ON PROPOSED SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 
PUBLIC HEARING - MARCH 28,  1988 - TWIN FALLS, IDAHO 

Frolll : Anne L. Hedge (Mrs. David J . ) ,  Box 164 8 ,  Sun Valley, 10 

Follo...,ing a r e  my concerns regarding t h e  proposed SIS tacility a t  
I N E L .  IMcause ot these, I recommend t h e  S I S  project not b e  
built. 

My greatest concern ia the lack ot a secure dspository tor ...,asta 
produced by the SIS projact. Within the laat several weeks, the 
National Academy ot sci.nce recolIIIDendad a !ive-year study of the 
Na .... Mexico wasta aite, with stringent l imits placed on any waste 
to be deposited there during that tila.e. The INEL presently has a 
surplus of waste which can not be sent to New Mexico as scheduled. 
The OOE should not, undar these ci rcumstances ,  consider building 
this SIS project anywhere until the New Mexico sit. has been 
guaranteed secure. I t ,  after the five-year study, thie site is 
declared unusable because of leakage problellls ,  another secure site 
or ",ethod must be found before there is any further consideration 
ot the SIS project. No lone;er should the OOE assure the Allerican 
people, espechlly those in Idaho, that by the time the disposal 
site is needed, one ""ill be available. A nuclear waste crisis 
exists in this country at the pre.ent time, and a satisfactory 
solution to that cri.i. has not been suggested. The OOE must 
accept responsibility for the entire project - from ita beginning 
to the safe and pertrlanent disposal of SIS waste products .  

secondly, I have serious reservations about potential damage t o  
tha Snake River aquifer underlying the INEL. It has b.en damaged 
before. The aquifer is cOlllposed of very permeable lava flo..." 
which can allow severe contamination should waste be discharged 
into this. The Snake River would then be the recipient of any 
damae;ed wate r ,  due to the 50-mile section of springs feeding its 
volume. Unfortunately, any accidental or other introduction of 
plutonium waste into this system would cause irreparable damage 
faIt fltr beyond the INEL. 

The geoloe;y of the INEL area can not be ignored . Idaho is not 
without seismic activity. As lone; as earthquakes occur i n  the 
INEL area, geologic factors must be addressed for plant design, 
worker and cOlllDlunity satety and temporary storage provision. 

The tact that the SIS demonstration facility is not yet completed 
indicates thorough evaluation of the cost, safety, risk, and 
accident precautions has not occurred. It is eS.Bntial that the 
demonstration facility be comp leted, operat ing , and tully tested 
before the decision is made to build the SIS project . Ho..., can one 
evaluate the many facets of thie project if no preliminary data 
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Anne Hedge 
SIS Comment - page 2 

exists? Does one have valid proof that the demonstration facility 
is the best design for the task, and that it incorporates the 
necessary safety features? If a process has not been fully 
tested, is one certain this is the best method? 

In addition to the factors related to the INEL site and SIS plant 
design, one must consider the cost. With the high federal budget 
deficit, is the cost of this proj ect justified when one considers 
absolute need? The DElS does not clearly explain this need. I f  
need is based on classified information, that should be attached 
to the DElS for congressional review. I f ,  indeed, a critical need 
does exist of which the publ ie can not know, the DOE should 
present cost comparisons to show that the INEL SIS project has the 
best cost/benefit advantage relative to existing plutonium
production sites such as Savannah River or Hanford, or to 
less expensive methods such as blending. This project is l imited 
in its existence . The present plutonium supply wil l provide only 
a seven-eight year life for the SIS . With the federal budget ' s  
providing funding for this SIS project and the Gramm-Rudman 
funding limitations, is there any guarantee this funding will 
continue for the l ife of the project? 

I feel that no SIS facil ity should be bui l t ,  especially in Idaho. 
The state of Idaho has a valuable environmental balance which 
should not be damaged, and its economic stability is too fragile 
to rely upon more federal government funding to support its 
economy. Aside from my particular concerns related to Idaho, the 
DOE has not fully addressed the critical issues of permanent SIS 
waste disposal ,  compl ete evaluation of the SIS plant design 
relative to its prototype operation at any site, and the 
obj ective evaluation of positive and negative economic effects 
related to a limited plutonium supply and the federal budget 
deficit. 

Attached to these comments , you will find a copy of the letter 
sent to Governor Andru s ,  Senator McClure and Representative 
Stall ings in January detailing my concerns about the SIS and 
Idaho ' s  association with this project . 

cc: Governor Cecil D. Andrus 
Senator James A. MCClUre 
Representative Richard H. Stallings 

� ;;. � 

Governor Cecil D. Andrus 
Statehouse 
Boise, Idaho 83720 
Dear Governor Andrus: 

P.O. Box 1648 
Sun Valley, 10 8 3 3 5 3  
January 1 1 ,  1988 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter I have sent to Mr. 
Nichols, the SIS project manager for Idaho. I feel that this 
project has too great a potential impact on the state of Idaho for 2 . 8 6 
a portion of its citizens to be denied the privilege of attending 

• 
a hearing in their region. I hope you will agree that a fourth 
hearing should be added to allow a maximum representation of 
publ ic opinion. 

Aside from the request for a fourth hearing, I feel that our state 
leaders should consider some of the major impacts this project 
will have on our state. In the first place, INEL has served 3 3 1 primarily as a research facility since its inception _ it has not • •  
been involved in nuclear production, refinement or weaponry 
manufacture . To change its emphasis with the establ ishment of 
this project will set a precedent for future proj ects . Does Idaho 
wish to become a base for major mil itary nuclear industry? 

INEL is also known as the major employer in this state. To add 
even more employees dependent on this one enterprise causes the 5 . 2 7  . 1 0  
state to become more financially dependent on federal government 
funding and political decision. The state of Washington has seen 
many times in the past what has happened when Boeing has seen a 6 4 4 decline in its industry . Fortunately, Washington has had other • •  
industries to fall back on, but the entire sta'te has been 
negatively affecte d .  Idaho ' s  economy is not broad-based enough to 
support a major negative decline in INEL employment. 

I agree that the SIS would bring badly needed money into the Idaho 
economy with the added construction jobs and eventual SIS 
employee s .  It is in error , however, not to look at the costs to 5 2 7  1 1  5 the communi ties surrounding INEL and to the state government . • • • 
Additional citizens require support services at the local level _ 
school s ,  road s ,  basic municipal services . In addition, the state 
finds it necessary to provide additional funds to that area for 
state-supported services. This project is limited in time -when 
the stockpiled plutonium has been refined and there is no more 
availabl e ,  this refinery is of no more value. The neighboring 
communities of INEL are then faced with an economic decline due to 5 2 2  4 the departing SIS popUlation. Surplus real estate • • 
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and schools are only two signs o f  a depressed area . 

I am concerned with the theory that is being promoted that the SIS 
will generate laser research projects at INEL. It is my 
understanding that the laser technology that is to be used in this 
project is an existing technology_ It will s imply serve the 
purpose o f  refining the plutonium to a weapon-grade substance -
this facil ity w i l l  be a refinery, not a scientific research 
facility. The people of Idaho should not be incorrectly led to 
believe that major scientific research will be an outgrowth of the 
SIS project. 

In add ition to the many economic factors that must be considered 
for the short and l ong term, one must consider the potential 
hazard to the state ' s  environmental balance. INEL has had 
problems in the past with disposal o f  nuclear waste, causing 
damage to the underlying aquifer in that area . I f ,  as has 
recently been pointed out, the waste from this project can not be 
shipped to New Mexico for disposal as was originally planned, does 
INEL then become a nuclear waste site by default? It appears that 
a serious problem has been presented which has not before been 
contemplated. Only if a critical evaluation of this problem is 
made should this project even be considered . 

My final concern about the SIS proj ect is its necessity. 
Especially in l ight of the recently signed INF treaty, the need 
for add itional weapon-grade plutonium is non-existent. If the 
united States has any need for that substance , it w i l l  be 
available from dismantled warheads currently in Europe. 

Idaho has a great decision facing it at this time, one which could 
irreparably change its futur e .  Considering the potential 
economic, envi ronmental and social ramifications of the SIS , 
does the state of Idaho want to tie itself to a project which w i l l  
not guarantee a steady economic growth f o r  the stat e ,  a n d  which 
could lead to sustained economic, environmental and social 
decline? 

Thank you for considering my points o f  view. This is not a 
decision I feel should be made on the basis of only short-term 
economic gains. Idaho has a unique quality of life that must not 
be j eopard ized . 

Enclosure 

cc : Senator James A. McClure 
congressman Richard Stall ings 

Yours truly, 

Anne L. Hedge 
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FOR THK SIS HEARING IlECORD 

\ \IE HAVE IINOUGH BOMBS 111 OUR AR311NEL TO KILL EVERI lIAN. WOIlAN AND CHILD 
ON THIS PLANET 7 TL'!ES OVIR-----7 TIMES O'fiRl 

\IE HAVB 100 TONS OF PLUTONIU,� NOW IN RB:SIRVB. 

WHAT WE HA VB NOW IS OVER1UIL. 

\IE 00 NOT NEED ANY HeRB: PLUTON 1011 BOIIBS. DOUGH IS IINOUGH. 

IF CHERNOBYL TAUGHT US ANYTHINO IT WAS HOW FAST RADIOACTIVE FAUOUT CAN 
TRAVEL IN THE WINDS AND THAT COUNTRY BORDEas HAVE NO Ii!:ANING. IF WE BOlIB 
SOI'liONE ELSE THE PLUTONIUM FALLOUT WILL COli!: HO.'G: TO ROOST. WE KILL OURSELVES. 

IT IS TI:« TO STOP THIS ABSURD. DESTRUCTIVi AND HATEFUL THIIIKIIIO PROCESS. 

\IE AIlE BANKRUPTINO OUR COUNTRY ' 3 ECONOMY BY PUTTING BILLION3 OF ooLLARS 
INTO PRODUCTION THAT HAS MINL'!AL rurrURN ON Till INVEST1IIINT. 

STATISTICS SHO" THAT PIilJPLi ooWNWIND FROM ROCKY FlATS. COLORAoo WHEIlE 
PlJJTONIUH IS NOW PROC�SED HAVE A MUCH HIGHER INCIDENCE OF CANCER AND BIRTH 
DEFECTS TiIAIi NOR.'lAL. CANCER 13 AN UGLY DEATH. 

THE SIS W-JULO POISON IDAHO ' S  IIOST PliECIOUS CO:i.tlDITIES---OUR CLW WATIR 
AND AIR. OUR HOST PRODUCTIVE LAND. AND OURSELVES. 

Till PEOPLi OF IDAHO 00 NOT '.ANT THAT FOR THE!I.:lELVE3 OR THEIR CHILDIlEN. 

OliOLOOICALLY THE INEL SITE IS RIDDLED '.n:TH FAULT LINES. I ' M  SUIlE \IE ALL 
Rll'lE.iBER lOA�O' S  ' 198) EARTH·.UAKE '.!flICH REGISTERED 7.� ON THE RICHTER SCALI! AND 
\/HOSE l:PICENrER '.AS LESS TI!AN 60 MILiS FRO,. INEL. TO BUILD THE SIS OVER Till 
SNAKE RIVER AQUIFER AT IIIEL WOULD BE INSANITY. 

I WOULD HOPE THAT SANITY PIlEVAILS AND THAT. THE SIS IS NOT IHPLi.'G:NTED ANI\/IlERI 
MUCH LiSS IN IDAHO. 

IT IS TIMS TO PUT OUR IIJNtrl INTO SOHET�INO HORI PRODUCTIVE FOR THE PlOPU: 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF Io.'!ERICA. THANK YOU 

LiE WHITING 
BOX �ns 
HAllEY. IDAHO 8)))) 1 0 ,  � '\f.clt fi. /f. OVa, 
I MIL S  JI,�""" tJII 

J- flNJ:. 
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March 25 , 1 988 

T e s t imony ror 5 . 1 . 5 .  Hear ings , Idaho . 

Submi t t ed for the record by Andrew H a r d ing o f  K e tchum , I d a h o . fa, � �6VO 

As a resident o f  t h e  s t a te o f  Idaho , I ' d l i k e  to v o t e  a g a I n s t  

t h e  proposed 5 . 1 . 5 .  p r o je c t .  F rom w h a t  i n fo r m a t i on I ' ve read 

t h e r e  does n o t  appear t o  b e  t h e  need in t h i s  coun t r y  t o  process 

more p l u tonium. Who In t h e i r  r i g h t  m i n d  would suppo r t  spending 

one b i l lion d o l l a r s  on a p r o j e c t  that i s  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  

and t h a t  w i l l  also c r e a t e  p o t e n t i a l l y  hazardous e n v i ronmen t a l  c o n -

seQuences . 

Proponents o f  the p r o j e c t  c i t e  economic bene f i t s  that t h e  p e o p l e  

o r  I d a h o  w o u l d  rec e i ve . P e r h a p s  t h e  money could b e  b e t te r  s p e n t  

on Idaho ' s  educ a t ion s y s t em w h i c h  w o u l d  bene f i t  t h e  populace on t h e  

whole rar more than a w e a p o n s  grade p l u t onium p l an t .  Perhaps t h e  

money should be spent on research on t h e  s a fe d i s p o s a l  o f  the nuclear 

wastes al ready produced r a t h e r  than producing mo r e .  I f  t h e  g o v e r n _  

ment i s  d e t ermined t o  s p e n d  one b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  for the bene r i t  o r  

t h e  people then there a r e  b e t t er w a y s  t h a n  building t h i s  5 . 1 . 5 .  
p r o j e c t .  Jus t s a y  NO t o  t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  I da h o  i s  t o o  g r e a t a place 

t o  w a s t e .  
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that any proe ... involving plutoniua ahould b. proven •• fa--frOil the Urat �ot 

of production until the plutoolua d.co.po.... Aad yat. "8 Mv • ••• 0 accidant_ 

at nucl.ar planta that have allo_d plutonlw. and othar radioactive product. 

to antar tb. 8nvlro_n t .  trantlportation aceident. have added .,.ra htbel 

radioact iva poi.ona. And parhllpa .,.u appaUi1:la of all, "8 have 00 .at. •• thod 

of ator ••• • ad diapo •• l or nucl.ar product_ and va.t... Incredibly, ,ivan tb. 

lathal natura of plutoniua and our di ••• troualy poor •• faty record, the DOE 1. 

propoalna to build tb. SIS on top of ona of the -.oat vulnerable and iaport.nt 

aqulhn 11:1 tb. country. Thh 1. _dn.... I daaJd that tb. DOE ra-n •• ln8 ita 

•••••• _at of anvll'oDllantal danger. A tboroulb. objaetlve analyat. nIl 

ahow thll t the SIS ahould not be buiU:. and .ore apacificany. ahould not ba built 

on Idaho ' a  Snake livar Plain. 
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Honday. March 2 8 ,  1 9 8 8  
tly n alll8 t.a J u d y  W l d .�. r .  I l i v. at 601 A d d i a o n  Avenue W •• t ,  

Ywin F a l l a ,  I d a h o ,  

F i r a t , I ", t. a h  t o  t h a n k  the .. a n y  'P e op l e  who h a v e  worked hard 

t o  b'rLns t h i s  h e a T l n s  hare, a n a b l l n l  u a  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  1n t h e  

deMocratLc p r oc . . . . And I .., l a h  t o  thank tho •• who , for t h e  f i r s t  

t illl8 ,  s t a p  fO'rvard t Cil  qu •• t1on lI u t h o 't' l t y .  

tho •• who b e l  l e v .  1t lill the people that. mattU', 1 would 8110 Iii". to request 

that public h •• rins_ b.'hald aftu the publlcatlon of the final ElS. 

I aEII 11 8 l1 h u t  t h e  SIS p r o j e c t  .t the IMEL ( or .nywh .... " • •  1 • •  ) .  

T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r a f lna p l u t onLu. [ o r  nucl • •  -r "a.pon l .  

N u c l e a r  ", • •  pona a r a  b u i l t  w i t h  the i n t a n t 1 0 n  o f  a n n i h i l . t in s  

l a r s _  nUllbCII'['1I o f  p e o p l e ,  vhole co._un i t i e .  o f  p e o p l e .  T h e y  

d e . t r o y  1II0 . t  l i v i n s  t h i ns . .  N U C L E A R  W E A P O N S  ARE UiSTllUHEliTS 

O F  tlASS MURDER! The u . e  o [  such v e . p o n . ,  even t h e  intended u s e ,  

i .  hllllo r s i . Ho p r o . i . e  o f  j o b s  v i i i  e v e -r  j u s t i fy t h e  p -r o d u c t i o n  

o f  .uch veapon . .  N o t h i n s  c a n  j u a t i f y  t h e  r i s k s  t h s t  v o u l d  

accolilpany .uch p r o d u c t i o n  nor the t o x i c  v . s t e .  t h a t  wou l d  

r e a u l t  fro'" i t .  W e  knov b a t t a r .  W e  do n o t  andor •• the S I S .  

W .  d o  n o t  choo •• sponao-r such i .... o r . l i t y  h .... " e  in I d . h o .  

I h o p .  t h a t  you a n d  e l e c t a d o f f i o i a l _  v i i i  ul t i", a t e l y  a s-r.e 

that the b o t t olll l i n. i .  n o t  e c o n o lll i c a ,  but 1II0 r . l i t Y I  n o t  i n c o ", e ,  

but i n t e s r i t y .  

I r e l i n q u i a h  t h e  . .  . .  hdor of . y  " • • to:p.... Vpn \..l�" � 
ytWd'- � ..... 

March 25 , 1988 
Clay Nichols 
Hearing Officer 
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Kay Phillips 
P . O .  Box 1340 
Hailey , Idaho 83333 

Special Isotype Seperation 

Dear S i r :  

Plutonium - what is it - how can it b e  disposed a s  t o  not 
hurt the environment - as we know it is a total loosing 
proposition. You have to answer these long problems before 
we decide where we should put this disaster facility . Much 
more research is needed and thought towards our future . 

These short range scare tactics , showing our opponents 
we are more powerful with this plant can only backfire on our 
own people in total dis truction in years to come . S trength 
is shown through personal integrity not the toughest and 
meanes t "guy on the block. I I  Let I S S  tart moving in the right 
direction - - spend our tax payer ' s  dollars towards a more 
pos itive future ..-�-.. .............. , .. and helping our people - not aiding 
in the future distruction of them. Greed and money is the 
only objective here - it ' s  time for love of mankind I 

�� I -fj� 
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March 2 5 .  1988 

Clay Nichols 
Hearing Officer 

Jackie E Vork 
Box 7 7 4  

E350 

Ketchum ID 83340 

Special Isotype Seperation 

Dear Sir: 

I, Jackie E Vork, a permanent resident of Ketchum , Blaine County,  
Idaho for the past seventeen years'., would like this letter to be 
acknowledged as a "HIGHLY OPPOSED" statement/petition to the cons truction 
and operation of the Special Isotype Seperat ion Proj e c t .  

T h e  processing o f  plutonium, a m o s t  highly radioactive and hazardous sub
stance, for nuclear weapons . to be built only fifty (50) or so miles 
away . is indeed a danger to those of us residing in this beautiful area. 

I also strongly feel that , because we are a resort area, this by no means 
will help the local economy. As I believe , the government has not yet 
established an additional need for the production of plutonium. Mankind 
has l ived without it to dat e ,  why start now? 

Instead of wasting our hard earned taxpayers dollars , (as I am sure , this 
controversy is costing us plenty l ?  lets spend the money more sanely i e :  
the homeless , poor, better environment protection and use ,  and the l i s t  
can g o  o n  and on. I appreciate t h e  efforts that environmental agencies 
are doing , however, a good portion of these agencies are funded by private 
contributions and not the government . Hence , the Petitions and public 
response to this issue . Does the government think that they can "slide 
by" with something as big as this magni tude? God, I hope not . Do you not 
think that enough taxpayer dollars have been wasted. Let ' s  think about 
people and our given earth now and not the "wars" of tomorrow I 

As a native of New Zealand , born and raised, my country is one of the 
most clean, beautiful and nuc lear free countries of the world. 
Many people have asked me why I am not l iving there. My answer is, I 
left many years ago and landed in Blaine Coun t y ,  Idaho and , after much 
conS ideration, my love of my friends , Blaine County and Idaho, I decided 
to stay . This is what I call "Home" .  I for one, do not wish to see it 
destroyed. 

�, � to this proj ec t . 

ully submitted , 

E3 5 1  
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to: j..""'�'''r �,," 
Dr. C l ay Ni chols 3/23/88 

U . S .  Department of Energy 

785 DOE P l ace 

Idaho Fal l s ,  I d .  83402 

Dear Mr. Ni cho l s :  

Thank. you for the opportuni ty t o  appear before you this even i n g .  I am 

Gl enn A .  Ph i l l  i ps ,  a pri vate busi nessman and a former State Conwnander 

of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the Uni ted States, for the State of 

Idaho. feel pri v i l aged ton i ght to appear before this hearing i n  

behalf of the Mi l l i ons o f  Veterans and private busi nessmen speak.ing i n  

support o f  the � project . 

Fi rs t ,  as a private busi nessman in the town of Area, l ocated in Butte 

County, the County in which nearly ei ghty percent of the I . N . E . L . is 

l ocated, and Area, the County seat and a C i ty very near the s i te where 

the � is to be constructed , I bel i eve that we have a reason to 

share in the future of this project. The c i t i zens of 8utte County who 

l i ve the cl osest to the I . N . E . L .  are greatly i n  favor of constructing 

the hLl.,. at the s i te .  These Great Americans have 1 i ved with the 

Atomic age s i nce 1950, and most of the residents have ei ther work.ed at 

the site, or have had fami l y  members work. there. Being good 

Ameri cans , if they had any doubts about the safety of this project, 

they woul d  be the fi rst to make the i r  concerns known and work to stop 

any project that carries an undue el ement of danger to the i r  

co"",u n i ty,  homes, o r  fami l ys .  

The profess i onal i sm that the operating people of the s i te has shown 

over the past thi rty-eight years, has g i ven our C i t i zens the feel i ng 

of be i ng safe and secure even in this  close proximity to the s i te .  

Al l o f  us must also understand that i n  a l l  we do, there i s  the el ement 

of danger. There is noth ing sacred in this  modern 1 ife style where we 

work and p l ay,  however, as a s i de note on the subject of safety. I 

must relate the fol l owing.  I was a Security Guard on duty at the s i te 

when the S L 1 Reactor had i t ' s  tragi c  i n c i dent in the winter of 

196 1 .  This is to my knowledge is the only i nc i dent where death 

occured. Here, three people l ost there l i ves during the testing and 

operation of a reactor in Idaho. On the other s i de of the coi n,  I 

have had my only son, Two G�anddaughters, a nephew and an Uncle ki l l ed 

as a result of DRUNK DRIVERS on the hi ghways. There is l i ttle doubt 

in my mind which of these two events carry the most tragic and 

probabl e  loss in thi s day and age. 

As a Past State Conmander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, an 

organi zation of over 2 . 4  mi l l i on Veterans, a l l  of whom have served 

th i s  great country of ours , have fought for the United States of 

America over seas in theaters of combat during Host i l e  operations, 

can assure you. that each and everyone of those Veterans are convi nced 

that we need , and we must have a Strong National Defense to assure al l 

Americans of a peaceful nation . Not one person whom has wi tnessed or 

seen the ravages of war, wou l d  ever want any part of it on this  Great 

Land of Ours. The Best Way to prevent i t  from ever happining here i s  

to have a strong National Defense. Thi s  i s  where the � becomes 

a vi tal l i nk  in the preservation of peace which we a l l  hol d  so dear. 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 
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Peace is the one th ing that A l l  Americans and most other peopl e  around 

the world hope and pray for. No one wants it more than those men and 

women who have seen and pa i d  the cost for this peace and the pri vi l ege 

of l i ving i n  thi s  free and wonderful land.  Every year, si nce I have 

joi ned this Veterans Organization, the National Conventions have had 

strong Resolutions urging a Strong Defence to maintain our Nations 

peace. These men and women support the theory, that we cannot 
,"of' 

continue to enjoy the many freedoms , peace and contentwe have in this 

Grand Country of ours,  unless we protect these Uni ted States of 

America. 

Aga i n ,  I feel very strongly about the future of my fami ly,  my 

business, my friends and my country. I urge and support the bui l d i ng 

of the � at the National Engineering laboratory near Arco, 

8utte County, Idaho. 

Thank you for the honor and pri v i l age of appearing before you th i s  

evening.  

Glenn A .  Phi l l i ps 

P . O .  80x 181 

Areo, Idaho 83213 

£3 5 4  

SPOCIAL IOOIOPE SEPARATI(If PROJB:T 

First of all, I would like to thank you fot" letting me make this 

pt"esentation het"e today . 

My name is Clarence F .  8ellem, and I wIll give you a bt"ief 

back£t"ound of myself so you can undet"stand the pet"sonal intet"est I have in 

the S.LS. I attended the Univet"sity of Idaho, Schcol of Mines: enlisted 

in the U.S.A.F. dut"ing Wedd Hat" II; Pilot Officer with 2,000 flight hout"s, 

meciium i:xxrbers, tt"al"ll5p:1t"t planes ; Hooot"able c1ischat"l3e in 1945. I started 

farming by purchasing 40 acre fatmS which YeA bac11y et"cded via wind and 
water. I leveled them making it a highly pt"Cxlucti ve farm. I run 1Di!IIt"t"ied 

and have t"abed eight (8) childt"en. CUrrently I am a Minidoka County 

Conmissionet" . I cat"e fot" tha quality of the ait", water and land, and like 

all othet" farmers, we are the ot"igi08l environmentalists. 

Idaho's tax baae 18 being at"oded by feeet"a! land put"chases, 

inct"eased wilderne5S and othet" services costs. Yet, we have to try to 

maintain status quo with these entities et"0810n3 . With thi:s in mind, the 

additional payrol l  and other expenditures at INEL .ould be a welcome t::oost 

to the State ' s  at"oded economy. Idaho is appt"oximately 85\ (edet"ally and 
state owned. The fedet"al govetT'lln8nt pays .10 cents pet" act"G fot" some land. 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
and .75 cents pet" act"e fot" other land. The State of Idaho pays nothing to 

cOlinties that contain these lands, including maintaining thait" t"cads , 

giving fit"e pt"otection and a long liet of other services. Looking at this 

"sE08t"lo" w now have lots of people infiltnlting the state ft"om othet" 

states that have hobbled us ",i th law8 of devastation because they p:>lluted 



N 
-.J 

� 

5 . 2 9 . 3 2  

5 . 27 . 9 . 2  

5 . 23 . 23 

5 . 1 2 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 2 

theil:' 0""" state . Aftel:' they held theit" nose , dl:'ar-ic bottled watet" 

( frem Idaho) ,  walked on roads and soil with COIYbat boots, made theil:' 

fOl:'tune, they al:'e here now telling us in Idaho how to l.Uf\ our state. 

Fine • • •  w welcome you, but be realistic. Help Idaho advance , not go back 

to the dark ages . 

The radioactive matedal in various forms is going to be 

transported through Idaho; ei ther to Colorado, New' Mexico, South Carolina 

c[" ArCO. We in Idaho have a lot to gain frem this faciUty and its 

technology. The pro�l of -technology transfer- vould have far-reaching 

advancements for Idaho ' s  educational system. OJr students and instructors 

will gain fran the laser and advanced c�tor technology out of S . L S .  

procedures . usually, advanced bceak-throughs are made during such 

procedures which can further benefit Idaho and its people. Further1'OOre, 

our riskS of receiving over-doses of radioactivity are far greater frem 

fallouts that occur frem poor nuclear devise testing pt:'ocedures that sre 

ongoing both vest of us (line of our prevailing winds) and all over the 

world, than could happen frem S . L S .  if located at Arco. 

OJr state being seated atop the colunt>la Lava Flow, which starts 

in Canada and e� in OC'egon, is another reason for alarm - water 

pollution. Any where along that route, water pollution of MY kind can 

occur; yet, nowhere is it monitored foc pollution as closely as at the lNEL 

facility. Here in Idaho, we have to do all w · can to keep the state 

financially sound . 'tIe have large PJPUlace areas dictating the poliCY for 

our resource management. These entities are mandating policy with no 

financial assistance and at the same time eroding our tax base. yet, IdahO 

has to maintain rOo!lids, services, and schools at levels ccrrmensurate with 

the rest 0" the nation. S .  I . S .  would be a source of status-qtX> IN!Iintenance 

fot" Idaho . 

lNEL has been around a long time. Their M;fety record has been 

impe":.able .  with the addition of S . L S .  to the lNEL, I caMot fore:see any 

deterioration of safety or degcadation of the environment. The employees 

of lNEL have been citizens of Idaho for a long time. I caMot see them 

Futting fellow Idahoans in a greater risk m::Oe by the addition of S.I.S. 

we incesM;ntly get op{X)8ition fran resort areas of changes that 

my occur such as wilderness extensions ("IC S . L S-type projects . Especially 

in reg3rd to nuclear construction, hydco-power dams, or coal fired 

facilities. yet frem the same areas come mal!!sive delN!lnds for electricity. 

t�ely in the form of massive structures with five to six furnaces , heated 

swi:mling pools, saunas , hot tubs and water beds. Multitudes of demands 

frem the system5 they continuously fight A9ainst. Where must this 

increasing demand for electrical energy come frem? Someone else ' s  b!lck 

yard ! In light of more ·wilderness" w 5U!!tain loses in mining, ll.lft'ber and 
industry, therefore w definately need S.IoS. to help sustain ou[" eroding 

tax base. 

S.LS. will prarote jobs, new construction, neW" technology 

advances, constant monitoring of our ["esources, and a general uplift in 

Idaho 's economy . I undoubtedly support the S. LS. project to be an Idaho 

advancement. 

Respectfully sut:mitted, 

Clarence F. Bellem 

3/29/88 
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Tes t imony of 

E l i zabeth Paul 

Li fe-Guard Idaho 

Campaign Coord i nator 

Snake R i ver A l l iance 

Regard i ng the Draft Env ironmental  Impact Statement 

for the 

Spec i a l  Isotope Separa t ion Project 

March 28, 1988 

The Snake River All iance is a public pol icy citizens 
group based in Bois e .  Idaho . The Snake River All iance has a 
membership of 600 . The All iance is supported by membership 
fees . contributions and foundation grants . 95% of the 
individuals who support the Snake River All iance live in 
Idaho . 50% of the Life-Guard Idaho campaign income is 
received from Idaho . 

The Snake River Alliance is opposed to the construction 
and operation of the Special I sotope Separation ( S I S ) 
plutonium processing facility. The draft environmental 
impact statement is inadequate and unacceptable . The 
document omits critical data, including the fact that the 
mission of the SIS will last only seven to eight years , and 
includes numerous inaccuracies . 

The inclusion of a disclaimer on the inside front cover 
which states that the United States Government is not l iable 
or responsible for the accuracy or completeness o f  the 
information contained within the document is alarmina . This 
is not a one time mistake on the part of the Department of 
Energy .  The Environmental Asses�ment on the Fuel Process ing 
Restoration at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory 
which was released last year also includes such a 
disclaimer . 

In view of these facts the Snake River All iance 
requests that the Department of Energy reissue the draft 
environmental impact statement. 

I am submitting a list o f  grievanc�s in regards to the 
hearing procedures . These arievances include , but are not 
l imited to the follOwing : the DOE ignored numerous requests 
from citizen groupS and elected o f fiCials ,  and refused to 
schedule hearinas in Pocatello and Lewiston . These requests 
had been made for good reason; hundreds of people had 
expressed interest in presenting comments . The additional 
hearings would have accommodated many people and lessened 
the burden on the Idaho Falls and Boise hearing s .  

Having refused t o  schedule additional hearings o r  act 
in any way to accommodate the hundreds of people who were 
silnina up the DOE was faced with having 70 hours o f  
testimony and only 2� hours i n  which t o  hear i t .  
Th i s  situation was clear a t  least two weeks before the 
hearings , but the DOE waited until the morning of the 
hearinas to do anything about it. 

The solution was to ask people to come back another 
time . Many of these people traveled many miles and took time 
off of work in order to come to the hearings . Just the day 
before the DOE had published a list which had ass igned a 
general time to everyone who had pre-registered . Only when 
they arrived at the hearing did these people find out they 
may not have chance to testify . 

There is no excuse for this lack of planning on the 
part of the DOE . I can ' t  think of a better way to discouraae 
public participation and limit public input . 

Operation of the SIS calls for a cons iderable amount of 
planning and foresight as well as the ability to respond 
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quickly when nece�sary . The DOE ' �  handling of these hearing� 
should be a warning to us . If this is an indication of the 
way they wil l operate the SIS facility I am truly fearful . 

The Snake River All iance would l ike to go on record 
requesting that the DOE schedule hearings to receive comment 
on the final E15 . We request that l�O hours of hearings be 
scheduled . At the rate the opposition to the SIS is growing 
the SRA expects to have double the numbers at the next set 
of hearings . We request that hearinis be held in Idaho 
Fal l s ,  Pocate l lo , Twin Fal l s .  Boise and Lewiston. A 90 day 
comment period is also requested 

The Snake River All iance has argued for the last 18th 
months that there is no need for additional weapon-grade 
plutonium and therefore no need for the S IS facility. The 
United States already possesses an enormous stockpile of 
weapon-grade plutoniumi this stockpile has a �helf-life of 
20 , 000 years . 

On Friday , March 2 5 ,  DOE official Troy Wade admitted 
that the Snake River All iance was correct. He said that 
there is no known need for additional sources of plutonium 
in the near term or in the future . 

But l ike a chameleon the DOE has now changed its color. 
The DOE has developed another way to justify this billion 
dollar laser toy . The DOE says we need th� SIS to provide 
redundancy and technoloaical divers ity . 

Redundancy to produce something that there is no need 
for. The comparison that came to my mind is buying diaper3 
for children who have no need for them . The SIS makes as 

much sense as buy ing 1000 Huggies a year for children who 
are into make-up and fast cars . 0= maybe you want the 
diapers around to provide your household some technological 
divers ity . I suggest that the DOE buy the Huggies , they have 
something to put in them . 

Serious ly . what kind of line are they feeding us? 
There is a finite supply o f  legal feed material available 
for the S I S .  Any abil ity the SIS ha� to provide redundancy 
or technological diversity will diminish as the feed supply 
dwindles and will vanish entirely after seven to eight 
years . 

I hear rumors that the DOE is , once again, suggesting 
that the SIS be used for what ' s  called weapons return. That 
will mean the eventual processing of over 100 metric tons of 
plutonium in the SIS and the transportation of that 
plutonium into and out of Idaho . 

Or maybe the DOE hopes that the Hart-Simpson amendment 
will be repealed and they will gain access to all of the 
plutonium now locked within commercial nuclear reactor spent 
fue l .  

The DOE has repeatedly refused to inform the public o f  
its long term plans for the S I S .  The Snake River Al liance 
demands that the DOE disclose its plans for this facil ity 
and evaluate the consequences of all possible SIS miss ions 
in the reissued draft environmental impact statement . Idaho 
has a right to know . 

The SIS has been l inked to national security . Some 
think that the SIS would increase our national security . The 
Snake River All iance bel ieves just the opposite. The SIS is 
estimated to cost close to one bill ion dollars . Where is 
this money coming from? I t ' �  coming from other government 
programs . 

Programs needed to educate . hous9 and feed Americans . 
Pro�ratn:;; n.CI'dCfd t.;) fix our h.i�hwilY. ;and cl,,;an up toxic 
waste� . Programs needed for basic research and industrial 
redevelopment. 

The SIS will not solve these fundamental problems , no 
more that a few more life preser/ers would have saved the 
people on the Titan i c .  The answer to America ' s  problems will 
not be found in the production of more weapon grade 
plutonium. 

This country needs jobs , Idaho needs jobs , the union 
workers need jobs . To some , a job refining p lutonium for 
nuclear weapons may be better than no job at al l .  But what 
kind of choice is that? Americans deserve jobs they can be 
proud of . 

McClure . Symms ,  Stall ings . Craig and Andrus al l say 
they want to provide j obs for Idahoans . If they can ' t  think 
of any better way than the SIS to provide jobs I suggest we 
replace them with someone who can. With �omeone who is 
willing to speak out on the behalf of both the unions and 
the scientists . and bring some real jobs to Idaho ; jobs with 
a future and jobs for the future . 

The INEI is a vital part of Idaho ' s  economy . Let ' s  put 
our pol iticians to work to secure funding for peaceful 
research and develo�ment . Let ' s  put Idaho to work on solving 
America ' s  energy problems and America ' s  problems with 
hazardous and nuclear waste . Let ' s  put Idaho to work 
building a stronger Americ3. 

The SIS can be stopped and it will be stopped . These 
hearings may be the largest ever to have been held in Idaho . 
The overwhelming maj ority of speakers have opposed the SIS 
in Idaho or anywhere . Our elected o f f icials must now speak 
out against this horrendous waste of tax payers dollars , 
this plutonium factory , if they are to represent I daho ' s  
people . 

I want to thank everyone who has made this campaign 
such an outstanding succes s .  Together we will stop the SIS 
and build a stronger more peaceful world. 
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FOR THE HEA�!NG RECOR!) 
SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

TWIN FALLS . IDAHO 
MARCH 2 8 ,  1988 

My name is Judt !h Hawkes. Thank you tor giving me the 

opportunity to testify this evening on behalt ot the 

Global Environment Project Inst;'tute . Our purpose Is to 

educate cit izens and students regarding the local 

connections to global concerns ot popUlation, environment 

and development .  We show how people right here in Idaho 

make the world a better place tor present and future 

generations to live. 

I t!llnk t!lat tew here tonight could disagree that the wor ld 

would be a better place it  there was not a need to construct 

a nuclear weapons tac!lity such .s the 5I.5 project . Vet our 

elected ot!icials tell us that we need more weapon ' s  grade 

plutoniUJI. They claim aince the SIS is going to be bui l t .  

why not i n  Idaho? I thought our purpose in examining a 

dratt .n�ironJlental statement w.s to determine whether or 

not it can be built s.tely. Then. is  it a given that the 

DEIS wi ll be approved in spite ot the seriouS! reservations 

to it. accuracy that have been raised? Is this hearing tor 

real? Do the concerns at the .verage citizen at Id.ho 

really .atter? 

Page 1 

Yes . I be lieve that you and I do have a voice in this 

process , and that we can stop this project tram being bu i l t  

i n  Idaho--or anywhere else . Just look around the room to 

see that most a! t�e concern expressed here tonight is not 

over a tew huncred short-terM jobs ,  it is the concern tor 

t he long-ter� health and we l l - being ot the residents ot this 

stat e .  at this country, ot the world . 

One at the biggest concer�s I have with the DElS is the 

" D isclaimer" at the tront ot the document . It states that 

"Nei ther the United States Government or any agency th.r.ot . 
nor any ot their employees , mak •• any warrant y ,  .xpres. or 

impl ied .  or a.aumes any l.gal liabil ity or responsibil i ty 

tor the accuracy, completene.s , or usetuln ••• ot any 

intormat i on ,  apparatu. , product or process di.clo •• d . . . .  " 

I don ' t blame the us government tor t aking thi s precaut ion . 

Atter al l ,  what happens it that inevitable big earthquake 

rocks the toundation ot the INEL and the plutonium leaks 

into the Snake River Aquiter? Or the ground opens up like 

it did on Double Spring. Pass t ive years ago and swallows a 

truck transporting the waste trom Hantord. Plutonium has to 

be handled in a vacuum at al l  t imes . I t igni tes instantly 

when exposed to a i r .  and a piece the size ot a pinhead can 

cause cancer .  
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I ' m  concer�ed about our respons i b i l ity to the rest or the 

world i t such an accident happened . The repercussions of 

Chernobyl have touched many l ives outside or the soviet 

Union . Today there are chi ldren dyi�g or cancer in Sweden 

because ot s:mple human error in a country far away . It we 

haven ' t  learned to control our own mi stakes , how can be 

hope to control what mother nature can do? 

Say we ' re lucky and no "mistakes" happen , and that no 

earthquakes , or highway accidents occur . What about the 

radioact ive freon that wi ! !  be routinely released into the 

atmosphere through the operation of this !ac i l ity? Our 

precious ozone layer 1s being depleted at an alarming rate 

causing skin cancer and immune det ic iency problems 

worldwide. Freon i s  known to have an adverse at �ect on the 

ozon� laye r .  What about proper storage of the waste? I t  

the WI?? plant i n  N�w Mexico cont inu�s t o  hav� leakage 

problems , it may not b� a suitable s i te--and yet ,  the DOE 

has no alternative plans tor waste disposal ot a substance 

that is lethally dangerous tor 2 , , 000 years . 

The proposed S I S  weapons plant is not a good bet tor Idaho . 

The DE!S does not adequately address health and 

environmental satety tor people or the p lanet . It ' s  not a 

good bet tor the ear t h .  I t ' s  n o t  a "given . "  People just 

l ike you and me can stop this proj ect . People like you and 

P"1ge 4 

me can t ind better jobs , long-term jobs tor those who need 

them--Idaho doesn ' t  need to get into the bomb making 

busine s s .  Even & 5 star general , Dwight D .  Eisenhower ,  

could see the writing on the wal l :  

"Every gun that i s  made , every warship launched, every 
rocket t ired s ign i t i e  •• in a t inal sens. , a thett trom those 
who hunger and are not ted , those who are cold and not 
clothed . The world at arms i s  not spending money alone . I t  
is spending the sweat o t  i t s  laborers , t h e  genius ot its 
scient ists, the hope ot its children . "  

And those who do not learn trom history are doomed to repeat 

i t .  Idahoans , we can do better a t  the INE� than the SIS 

pro j ec t .  The w o r l d  w i l l  thank us tor our vision . 

� �  
�udith Hawkes ,  Director 

Global Environment Project Institute 

P . O .  BoX 1 1 1 1  
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SIS I-l l:Tl J< / lYG .J/..;>5'se Jn€.ta:Vot.)I�'1 R> (l  (10)' Pi,,�bo Ib H}-;ARING TESTIMONY 
evenln9 seSf:;ion 

3 / 2 8 / 8 8  presented .;l t  Twin Fal l s  a t  the f?334cY 
(Sol l u t a t ion/3) 

e)L\�\:,, \- 357 ,P,""bo, J.T) ,  My name i s  Janet OCrow l e y .  I have the honor to be the Chairman O J:  T h e  Committee F o r  Idaho ' s  lIio;jh Deser t .  thf' only env i r onmental organization conc:erned exclusively wiLh the desert public l ands of Idaho. We have a record o f  having scrutinized every major land use action i n  the l a s t  7 year s ,  analyzin9 i t s  effect upon the r,o i l s ,  wa ters , a i r ,  wi l d l l ff', \I,�.,e tati(ln , s';(>nic charactel" j � .itc-s lind e:.;thel. j c:  qua l i t. y .  Wl� havl� th�n madE> (,ur l· ccomlneJlda tioll� t o  the l,H",{j agcncy invnlved , Our c:oll!)tolnt conc�r.1l is fOI. pH'!;("'J"l,rdtjon of eJ3s<'lltiil} cnardc'..el· i s i tc!; thil' make the hiqh d(>fd�l t. IoI"t, (I: I il i s ,  a · re:wrvo i r  of lIa lu ral f'l'()syst€'m�, opeldt.ing a5 u. �ollnl.�'l."ba lancC' t.o the tlXt.n'"I!) mc'lnlpu l a tion practlced upon the hc.l tdrIC(· of the !,ta t e ,  lhe (,ccupicu por t lons Where na ture is a viG i tot and dues Ilal rema i n .  

W E  a t;  iI Pl:ople lJdVf� beo;j un t o  appreciate thl' higll  degJ.l:!e o f  artistry that. nature showf!d i ll h'·! r  al·ranyemen t o f  mOlAn taim;, river , val lies and v(>gf!t.a tiun. We have qrown more cautious about do1111min9 a r j ver va l l ey , or destroying large areas of growing l h i n<) 8 ,  We have learned thib the hard way, because our mistakp.s have a l wuys r e t urnE>d to ho1unt U 8 .  Wht'n ear l y-day miners cut a l l  t.he trees in  a narrow canyon, lhcj r hom�s "'ere wiped out by f l oods ilnd mudsl idE!:J . 

III�""L 
� .... ", ' 

ln the world of tE'{;hnology, no lcl.>� thaL of trees, rivers and o;j c i z z l y  l)car li .  nature reignfJ supreme with l aws that are sel f �n(orcinq. The atom and t.he galaxy a l l  obey the nature of their bl;'jtl<). Man ' s  ('(fnrt mu�t be t o  d iscover the laws i n  onJer to live 

�j) -

��f,.:fJ 

in harmony with them . 

I'lf'a!;e l i slen clota'l}' : Th(� <)f,>VI;.'rnmcnt �resell t ly h" t: 90 tons o f  p l u t.onj um i n  weapon s ,  1 0  tOll!; 1 n  storafJe, 10 tons i n  salvage, 2 t"OIlS on weapons aiJout t.o be wlthdrawn, dnd 15 tons in long range \oIeapnn5. Thele it; no safC' plao:.:e to s tore t h i s  p l u toniUm and it Celnno/. be used w i t hout oE'slroyinq ourscl veLi and others. In the proC'",,.s G r ex t r  <H;i 1 nq .HlU t"e r.i n iny i t.  we h�ve contanlina ted large .o;:pa.C(·!,  0.1. tho:> earth : tnjnf�s, uti : J t' ,  B l a�l heaps, river[; itnd uwlerq l 'Juntl ..... a t C'! bUppJ j " B . J · \ · t l l u n  t l ldt there ur� 1 � n:1r:. s t;ocku 01 �.�otpl!lf · Y {.� j cl1 t;.t(]j • . . '_' j h/r '.J["(' i.· . .  · :  r e l. l w.'(j p.I.·oducts '�l<lklnq spots t holt '.d I t  be u n i  u}" d, 1 1.�J l d e  l"lIr ill,nd["f!ds of cpntur ies to ("'ome. '111'. 'I" '''l !lW!�!lj "bpp1,] be la!tj!J{! the J ead jl, piorlp.ecin<J s�.e ;ri 5!,'u'jfll of wha t i t  has brollqh t·. t.o l i fE'. ONly this .is worthy of our nlaximum eHort, Ll!44J: It '(ou Wwfl.. �.\I(j It- ..... ,.1 '  lo Q.vo.�� do ___ 4, II. Any {;ivi 1 ian branch of <)overnment now �bides by the commonse�Ele 
tc!Q."'lo,y �:;���t��� ��m!�O�,��1r��!��� . 

it 
l:.e:r�d��!O 

t�:y c����o�h�h:if:��; on kJ('." ... . resource s ,  the long-term gainEl and losses and publishes an environmental impact study. No city government would put in a sewage plant without hav i ng a place for the effluent to run. No state plans a major highway without specifiying exact l y  the product and reqUiring a performance bond . No banker wi l l  loan you 

1II0ney to buy a house if he can ' t  see your income being SUfficient 
to keep up the paYme

,
r;:

i
�:'''' 

t'.v.'ft. '6 v II  p tu..."'td I;' C!.�� This DOE can be eXcused if they are not used to accounting for the 
effects on humans , /or having to abide within a fixed cost, or having to explain what their action wi l l  do to the resOurce s .  But ,I(:,.

0ne might reasonably explect them to have ill proven d i sposal for 
tl'their effluent. They don ' t .  Sinking i t  into .!ll salt cavern is not 

.,' {l.# neutra l i n g ,  not •• king i t  hormless, nor keeping i t  out of reach. NO �'l� .. "'" And l a s t ,  but almost a s  important ,  you would think they would d o  "if"'1/"" :.n�:; What the banker does. make sure i t  is within our a b i l i t y  to pay 
V for without bankruptcy. 

\w� } 

The DOE has not addressed the effect on human l i f e  of refining 
more plutonium. The cost estimate of this SIS goes up with every 
edition of the pape r .  We have not yet been told any compe l l ing reason why the plutonium we a l ready POssess is not too much . They 
have no plan in sight that will dispose of of the Waste harmlessly. And there hasn ' t  been one person i n  the Legislative 
or Executive branch of government affirming that deficit spending 
wi l l  not come due and payable in the near future. What banker wou l d  loan us a b i l l ion dollars .for something we couldn ' t  eat, wea r ,  sleep i n .  nor drive away. even if h e  could stick our children for the principal and interest when we turned up our toe s .  

These a r e  a l l  commonsense objections dealing with the economic and 
�t. Social nature of the pig i n  a poke that DOE wants us to sign a 

rfJ�� mortgage for. S eakin for the dese r t :  there are no benef i t s .  ( ,-t-il' cb �:��/!�e 
p:��e��m=i���: t��u t  st�e:m� f�e :ureau of Land 

m of r:)��l:J� Management says "Thst 'Would cost $3000. a mile to build and $90.  a 
�. year to maintain. Your government doesn ' t  have that kind of 

C mOney . "  A l l  the BLM Districts in Idaho are asking for Volunteers 
to take OVer sma l l  chores l i ke patrolling camp grounds, because the land management funds have been reduced again this year. Who 
is gOing to stand up and say these nickels and dimes have to be cast into a big pot for the DOE ' s  use when they haven ' t  showed us anything good we ' l l  get for it? 

When the Commi ttee For Idaho ' s  High Desert ca l l s  BLM to account 
for not reseeding a burntover winter range for deer. we are told 
that only the Director in WaShington can approve reseeding because 
that fire wans ' t  in the bUdget. We are not just tired and angry 
that money is continua l ly drained away from the the basics needs to keep the range surviving in its present pitiful state. We want 
a bi l l ion dollars now for BLM to restore the native grasses, maintain the road s ,  the fences , protect the archaeological S i t e s ,  
provide Visitor edUcation centers, restore degraded streams a n d  �nt..1 J j. stop soil erOsion NOW , (\ ",,,d I()J I . The people of Idaho were never giVen the choice of 'What to buy with a b i l l ion d o l l a r s .  We were just offered a protection scheme : "give us a b i l l ion and we ' l l see that you get a thousandth part of i t  back in jobs . "  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 1  

2 . 1 . 1  

4 . 1  

6 . 3  



N CO (J'1 

5 . 30 . 4 . 1 4 

6 . 2  

# 

Only tht:! pooJ. ost. nalions �onsullle their substance i n  day to day 
l i ving and leave nothinq COL- the future. 1'here is no way the 
Un i led States can keep paying a b i l l ion d o l lars to clean up 
Ferna ld , Ohio; � l O O .  bU l ions at Hanford , BEi Unden,ecretary 
Joseph Salgado dea l s  ...,i t h  suell :lUmIJ, onE' hundred bi l l ion " i 8  
probably i n  t h �  b ll U pDrk" f o r  t h e  hundrt:"ds of s i t e s  DOE has 
p o l l u t e d .  So let ' s  not talk "bout building <lny new ones. 

AS for. thf! splnoff
.
s t h i. �. 9n'."1I; propo5al ()lfer�: an unpayable debt 

t h a t  our chi1dr�n ""i l l  know a8 an ugly :'itepmother snatchinq the 
btead o ( f  t.he tablH; a l.:heckerl:Jnard of �Iltombed con tami nated 
6ite� "'herf� to intrudf' meanr; radl<"lUon and slow death; our basic 
heritagp. of gr een lands, pure Wal f'1' and cInar a i r  a l l  f;old fOJ: a 
mest; of plulonium. 'rhE! ugly stepr;islt>n; got it a l l .  

The Departm n t  o f  Enet�y has not ad�r .r-sed the effect o n  the human 
race of ree nin9 lIIor�' plutonium. Th cosl estimate o f  lhis 
6pecial isot pe scpiraUo� p lant 90 s up with eve y issue f the ncw6phoper.  � ha yttf not 1� t  been 

. . 

o l d  a n y  comp 1 1n9 r e a s  n l o  
r e C i n e  lII!"lre l u t e  ' UIII , w e  \have no /gualdnt.(�e a! he price ag . we 
have no plan in ght tha� w i l l  c;)i3POS� of th(> waste harm essly. 
and we all r _ l i  e that a Ib i l l i9'n dopars lo uilt:l, "'<'Iny i l l ion5 
to operat,e, f )r a product we b'ave a , surplus of a l ready d no 

�:�:e�
l

;�:l�
O o��r�� i: �j r l ;��

t
d���J;�

u
:� :�!e:hi��g:! ;ou���� l 

( ·",t. w{'a r ,  f; ,-,p i n .  nor ' ri'\,e away, f.'V('n i f  hr. knew our ch i l dren 
would have t make 900d 0 jthf! loan I r> n  e rii€'d . 

The8� arc 1 1  common aensE'/ bjectionB cl a l ing with thlconOhl1C 
nature of 'he pig in a p,6k t.hat COY. ts U 5  to 8ign mortgage 
for . Spe kin lor the dea r t :  lhel"f� rp. no be>nef it.r; Eltch t ime 
the Comm ' llee for Idah ' s  l i g h  D�sel' t ' skn that a m1 e of fence 
be inst.m .. to ke"p:t' t t  fro", dc. ,/nyin" a ,o i l .  0 , tream"ed , i��, ��t h:�d"� I,:�

d $�6 :9;: '�t t�d�\��i:! I:: � w
��\�u g��:;I�I!���O d��sn' t 

hav� tllat k i n  of mlncy . - A l l  th:';! DU' d i � t r i{;lS i...ll Idaho are 
asking ro�' vol nteers to t !I.e ovel/ �lI1al .. hores I f);.e pdtro l l i ng 

�::�n 9����d�; r. ��t��
e 

y��e t!
a

�
d 
m:���q���d [;���s t�:�

e 
y��

e
�h���

u
c

ed 

these nicke l s. an,d dimes hay to :be casl iI�to a big pot for the DOE �'o use, when hty haven ' t  ev"n :showE'u u s  a'nything we ' 1 1  get for 
1t? / ., I \ ' " \ 
When 'rhe Com te E'or Idaho ' s' Il1gh Desert ca l l s  DLM to account for 
not reseedin burn tover winter habitat for !pule deer, we are 
told that w U l� take a l'ipec.i.al request a l l  the' way to the 
Directol ' s  e s  in Washington, bec<1use tthe (ire was n ' t  in the 
budge l .  w(� are not j u s l  lired and angry that money i s  continua l l y  
drained a ay fl'om illJportant thing s that the range needs j u s t  to 
!;urviv(.' i ll i t ll prehenl. ( J i t i f u l  slllle . The peopl e  of Idaho were n ' t  

, 

I 
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TESTIMONY PRESENTED AT THE SIS HEARINGS 
TWIN FALLS, MARCH 28, 1988 

Tony E. McNevin 
600 N. Lincoln 
Jerome, Idaho 

As ';� the case �ll such phenomena arising from our internationally " 
warlike and domestically violent society, the SIS controversy is rooted more deeply 

in the soils of political intrigue and economic greed than in those of pure science 

and rational nati);mal interestr· ·  /IfL<1.i 
This nation has attained - I would say degenerated to,  given 8n� eCCort 

to prevent it - 8 stagnant trade situs vis 8 vis the world community. Our greatest 

export ('rom the harbor of New York is scrap metal, and that Crom 8 large west 

coast harbor is waste paper. Both of these exports are molded into products by 

other nations and sold back to us. 

,.;r 
But there is one sphere in which the United States reigns supreme. 

That is/\ the manufacture and worldwide selling of destruction. We are gunrunners 

to the world, selling to any regime promising continued subscription to our reCipes 

for hUman misery. And if these machines of war cannot be sold with the 

collaboration of Congress, they can, as recently demonstrated, be surreptitiously 

peddled by heroes of the military - industrial alliance. 

President Eisenhower, an authentic military hero, 5d against the 

perils of a society dominated by the manufacturers of weapon�oug their political 

lackeys. We have, as a result of shortsighted greed, failed to heed his warning. 

And now, Senator Symms, a shameless prostitute to the arms industry, 

a man who Res- drank the wastewater at INEL to demonstrate his subordination, 

and a man who has publicly delighted in the tragedy at Chernobyl, is magnanimously 

cutting Idahoans in on international crime. taur farmers, builders, miners, loggers 

and ranchers may senJ their children to the SIS project where they will earn coolie 

wages for Wiping sweat from the brows of white-coated scientists who have traded 

personal and professional morality for the opportunity to pursue knowledge. 

We, the citizens of Idaho, must rise against the perversion of our moral 

and ethical traditions. We must refuse positions at the foot of the table set by 

the arms merchants. We must, while the� Mll time, set limits to the extent 

we will stretch our morality for the jingle o�silver in our pockets. 

E)l�\);t- 3 S 1 
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TESTIMONY OF IAN H.  VON LI NOERN. P . E . .  Ph . O .  

R e :  Draft Environmental I.pact Statement Speci al  Isotope Separation Project 
( S I S )  - Harch 28. 1983 - Twi n Fal l s .  Idaho 

My name i s  Ian von L i ndern. I reside at 4250 Snow Road in Moscow, 
Idaho . I was born and rai sed on our fami l y  farm i n  Buhl . I daho twenty m i l e s  
wes t  of Twi n Fal l s .  I sti l l  manage that farm a n d  h a v e  l i ved thi rty of my 
thi rty-ni ne years a t  that l ocation. I testify here as a l ocal resi dent 
whose l i fe and property can be affected by thi s project. 

I al so tes ti fy a s  an expert in the f i e l d  of hazardous wastes and 

envi ronmental engi neer i ng .  I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical 

Engi ne€r i n g ,  Masters degrees in Air Po1 1 ution and Publ i c  Heal th and a P h . D .  
degree i n  Envi ronmental Science and Engi neering from Yal e Uni ver s i ty i n  New 
Haven , Connecticut.  I have been a l i censed chemical engi neer i n  the State 
of Idaho for the l ast thirteen years . Four of those years were wi th the 
Idaho Department of Health and Wel fare. I was the regional envi ronmental 
engi neer for t h i s  part of the State. and had juri sdi ct i on over. among other 
i tems , the Snake Ri ver P l a i n  Aquifer. For the l ast ten years I have been 
consul t i n g  engi neer in the hazardous waste f i e l d .  I ' ve consul ted on both 

national and i n ternational projects, served on national cri teria commi ttees 
for tox i c  substances , been a v i s i t i n g  scienti s t  at federal i nstitutions . and 
currently work on seven Superfund si tes in Uni ted States . 

I have revi ewed the Draft E I S  for the S I S  project and , despite my l evel 
of expert i s e ,  f i nd i t  vague, non-speci fi c  and genera l l y  l acki ng i n  the 
deta; 1 necessary to form a defi nitive opi n ;  on o n  ; t s  adequacy . It seems 
that for the general publ i c  thi s document offers l i ttle for meaningfu l l y 

asses s i n g  the project ' s  impacts . As a l ocal ci tizen , farm owner, and member 
of the general publ i c ,  I must state thi s document i s  whol ly i nsuffi c i ent for 

me to judge the degree to wh i c h  thi s project w i l l  harm my l i fe ,  heal th , and 
property. 

As an expert I can be more sped fic and offer some questions and 

comments that should be addressed before thi s project can be gi ven ful l and 
appropriate considerat i o n .  My comments are l imi ted to waste d i sposal i ssues 

al though the general l ack of speci fics  app l i e s  i n  other areas , a s  wel l .  As 
best as  I can i nterpret thi s document, the waste materi a l s  and by-products 

from S I S  w i l l  be d i s posed of in three mai n  pathways .  They wi l l  ei ther be 

I NELS I S . RPT -

l andfi l l ed on-si te at I NEL, transported to a TSD, or stored on- s i te until  

accepted by the W I P P .  The only references to how these procedures wi l l  be 
accomp l i shed are through numerous versions of the fol l owi ng sentence: " L i ke 

hazardous wastes , mixed wastes wi l l  be handled i n  accordance wi th DOE Order 
5480 . 1 8  and RCRA as i mpl emented by 40 CFR 260-280 " .  

A s  anyone wi th experience i n  the toxic and hazardous waste business 
knows , comp l i ance wi th RCRA. is easier said than done. In  the absence of 
speci f i c  informat ion on hazardous ,  mi xed , and TRU waste ; we must rely on the 
DOE ' s  record in handl i ng these waste s .  Some basic  fi gures can put that 
record in perspecti ve . The total budget for the entire domestic  Superfund 
effort to c l ean up i ndustrial and publ i c/muni ci pal waste dumps i n  thi s 
country ; s  1 0 . 5  b i l l i o n  dol l ar s .  The latest estimates for DOE range from 
100 to 250 b i l l i on dol l ars.  Thi s country wi l l  have to provide more than ten 

ti me s  the amount of money requi red for al l Superfund efforts due to c i  ti e s .  
count i e s ,  states and i ndustries j u s t  to c l ean up t h e  messes l eft beh i nd by 
DOE and i ts predecessors . Each and every one of those projects was preceded 

and justi fied by the generic sentence, "wastes wi l l  be handled i n  accordance 
wi th DOE pol i cy orders and appl i cabl e federal regul ations" . That has not 
proved suffi ci ent in the past, and thi s document offers nothing spec i f i c  to 
suggest the performance of S I S  wi l l  improve on that record. 

The negative effects of DOE ' s  waste handl i ng record cannot be over
stated. Even if S I S  coul d perform adequatel y ,  the devel opment of weapons
rel ated production-scale faci l i ti e s  on the Snake Ri ver Aquifer could have 
serious adverse impacts . A.lmost al l of DOE ' s  p l utoni um producti o n  and 
proce s s i ng faci l i ti e s  have suffered great controversies regardi ng thei r  
adequacy i n  handl ing  hazardous materi a l s .  The notoriety o f  such projects as 
the SRP di scharge s ,  the N-reactor, Kerr-McGee, and Rocky F l a ts have caused 

grave concern to the; r nei ghbor s .  
A notable accident, mi shand l i ng o f  material s ,  or the i nabi l i ty t o  

properly di spose of accumulating wastes (whether o r  n o t  they pol l ute the 
aqui fer) could have a devastating effect on our abi l i ty to market food 
products grown wi th water rumored to be pl uton; urn contami nated. Al ready 

INEL has i njected p l u tonium i nto our aqui fer, and there are rumors of buried 

wastes at I NE L  that are dangerous even to assay ,  let alone excavate or 
encapsul ate. Such i nformation, coupled wi th the adverse publ i c i ty that i s  

sure to fol l ow the nati on ' s  p l u toni um scrap to Idaho, coul d seriously affect 
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our State ' s  abi l i ty to market i ts food products. aquaculture, and pristine 
natural resources . No consideration of such impacts i s  i nc l uded in the documen t. 

Throughout the document there are numerous references to the u l timate d i spos i ti on of hi gh-level wastes as being the WIPP faci l i ty in New Mex i c o .  T h e  heavy rel i ance on thi s  faci l i ty r a i s e s  several questions . Fol l owing the ori g i na l  WIPP Draft E r S .  the State of New Mexi co had grave concerns regardi ng the potential  impacts. A series of Consent Agreements evolved in which 
ODE admitted and agreed to ame l i orate many of the adverse effects associated 
with the transport of WIPP wastes i nto New Mexico. Those concessions 
i ncl ude 

- i ndemn i fication of State l i abi l i ty resulting from acci dental rel eases ( $500 mi 1 1  i on in coverage) 

- funding for necessary road upgrading ( $190 mi 1 1  i on i n  i mprovements sought, S58 mi l l ion in f i rst 4 years )  

- funding for on-gOing emergency preparedness and emergency response 
- monitoring of transportation of waste through the State 

funding for, and a s s i s tance i n ,  conducting base l i ne health studies of i nhabitants in neighbor i ng conrnunities and reasonable period i c  monitori ng thereafter 

- funding for, and assi stance i n ,  post operation mon itoring of the s i te 
requiring DOE to comply w i th a" "app l i cable" federal and l ocal standards, i nc l uding a" EPA requi rements 

I n  view of the wel l -known condition of Idaho ' s  publ i c  fac i l i ties,  
h i g hways ,  envi ronmental and l aw enforcement agencies and thei r respective budgets; it is d i  ffi cul t to unders tand why Idaho doesn ' t  deserve the same 
consi derati ons . If thi s mater i a l  i s  so dangerous as i t  passes through Hew Mexico ( a fter WIPP pre-process i ng and packaging) why i s  i t  of no concern i n  Idaho? I n  Hew Mexico i t  i s  transported over prepared roads , wi th exten
s i vely trained personnel on ready status, to s a l t  caves w i th thousands-ofyears rated l i fe ,  and buried deep in dry geologic formations.  

I n  Idaho it  is  transported , prior to WIPP preproceSSi ng, to temporary 
storage fad"l i ti e s ;  pre-processed on some unknown schedul e ;  transported to l imited-l ife s torage vaults; held i ndefi ni tely unti l WIPP acceptance, and 
then transported on unimproved roads through i l l -prepared communi ti es. And 
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a l l  of these acti vi ties occur on top of our State ' s  l argest and most 
important water supp l y .  

How c a n  DOE admit a n d  support the need for such expensive a n d  thorough 
precautions in New Mexico and ignore the same i s s ue s  in Idaho, where the 
conditions are arguably more l i abl e to effect severe consequences? Al though 
thi s  Question shou l d  equa l l y  be d i rected to our own State off i c i a l s  and 
representatives, the DOE shoul d address thi s apparent d i fference in the 
level of concern d i rected to Idaho versus Hew Mexi co . 

Fi nal l y ,  we must examine the WIPP ' s  capacity to accept these wastes. 
The most recent Consent Agreement between Hew Mex ico and DOE and the Record 
of Ded si on regardi ng the WIPP project. 1 imi ts the amount of materi a 1 that 
can be d i sposed of at WIPP.  That vol ume was a l l ocated to projected waste 
production or wastes currently s tored at government s i tes.  Of 3 . 657 
shi pments projected for WIPP in total , nearly 30% are to come from I H E L .  
There ; s  n o  i nd i cation t h a t  thi s capacity was a l l ocated t o  ( or even con
s i dered ) waste currently buried at INEl. let a l one S I S  produced wastes . The 
subject is not addressed in thi s document. It should be d i scussed. 

Moreover . i n  the last two weeks , in response to i ndependent scienti fic 
i nq u i ry ,  DOE has s tated "that it  would entomb l ess than one-Quarter of the 
1 25 . 000 barre l s  of waste it i n tended to pl ace in the cave over the next fi ve 
years . FOl l owi ng the recommendation of S C i entists,  the department wi l l  
study the cave ' s  leaks to determine i f  more waste can be accepted . "  

There seems a certainty that the precious space avai labl e a t  WIPP for 
TRU wastes wi 1 1  become even more coveted in the immedi ate future. State 
offi c i a l s  in Oregon and Washi ngton fear that WIPP delays and i nsufficiencies 
w i l l  delay cleanup and d i sposal schedules for the Hanford S i t e .  Hanford is 
projected to send only about hal f the number of shi pments to WIPP that I NEL 
projects. If Oregon and Washi ngton are concerned for their share of WIPP 
space, shouldn ' t  the security of Idaho ' s  capacity be addressed? And why 
i s n ' t  Idaho concerned? Other DOE faci l i ti e s  w i l l  be competing for thi s  
space. Ava i l ab i l i ty of WIPP d i sposal may greatly i nfl uence various D OE  
s i te ' s  abi l i ti e s  t o  compete for the hugh c l eanup funds forecast for the next 
decade. 

Wi l l  IHEL be successful in competing against other s i tes whose budgets 
may depend WIPP access? Wi l l  INEL even try to obta i n  a large enough share 
of WIPP  space to accommodate SIS wastes and TRU wastes currently buried or 
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staged on-si te? If  I NEL has to y i e l d  a l l oca ted WIPP space to other s i tes or 

;s deni ed ,that space due to W I P P  i n suffi ci en c i es .  what waste w i l l be 

retai ned on the Snak.e R i ver P l a i n  Aqui fer? It  seems that there ; s  a 

si gni ficant probabi l i ty that S I S  produced wastes wi l l  be stored at INEL for 
a very l ong time. These wastes are the fi nal refuse of the p l utonium 

program. Hav i n g  thi s scrap and waste mater i a l  moved from Hanford and SRP to 

INEL and hol di ng it on the Snak.e Ri ver P l a i n  Aqui fer for Qur l i fetimes i s 

not i n  the best i nterest of Idaho.  Thi s document does not even mention th i s  

pos si bi l i ty .  I NE L ' s  access t o  W I P P .  absol ute contractua l  obl i gation s by 

W I P P  to accept these waste s .  and a pre-committed schedu l e  of removal from 

I NEl shoul d be pre-requ i s i te to thi s project. These i ssues should be 

thoroug hly di scussed and as ses sed i n  the E I S .  They have been i g nored i n  the 
current dra ft. 

I n  the last analys i s  we must ask. why the considerations d i scussed here 
have not been i ncl uded in thi s document .  The reason may wel l be because 
bui l di ng the SIS at I NEl entai l s  e S

,
tab l i s h i n g  a producti on-scale pl utonium 

faci l i ty .  Doing so requi res a new category of  efforts i nvol v i n g  i )  waste 
and scrap transportati on to provi de raw materi al s ,  i i )  hand l i ng much greater 

vol umes of weapons-related materi a l s .  and i i i ) very l i kely , the i ndefi n i te 

l ong-term storage of scrap and refuse resu l t i n g  from the nation ' s  weapons 
program. 

Were thi s document to objectively assess the costs and impacts of 

establ i s h i ng this p l u tonium faci l i ty ,  the types of concessions made to New 
Mexico wou l d  be made to Idaho. The types of concerns Or�gon and Washi ngton 

have wou l d  a l so be addressed. The DOE wou l d  properly consider that I NEL may 
l i kely become the nati o n ' s  p l utonium scrap and refuse reposi tory for the 
next generati on .  

The true costs o f  fundi ng those conce s s i on s ,  and the problems i nherent 

in mov i ng and i ndefi n i te l y  stori ng the p l utonium refuse from Hanford and SRP 

to I NE l .  wou l d  be enormous . Objectively assessing those costs and needs 

wou l d  l i k e l y  show that SIS i s  more cheaply . more effi ci entl y and more wi sely 
l ocated a t  Hanford or SRP.  These s i tes al ready are in  the business of 
i ndefi n i tely storing and stag i n g  p l utonium scrap . INEL may have a vested 

i nterest in not addressing these costs and the l evel of a ssi stance provi ded 

to other state s . Do i ng so mi ght show that a l ternatives 2 and 3 shou l d  be 

favored on a cost basis  alone.  

INELS I S . RPT - 5 

If there i s  the real need to provide the technol og i cal redundancy i n  

weapon s-grade pl uton i um producti on . then mor@ consideration should b e  gi ven 

to the adverse effects associ ated the possi bi l i ty that SIS wastes may have 

to reside on-site for a generati on.  or more. I n  that case, DOE should 

carefu l l y  consider the fu1 1 costs of creating another temporary storage s i te 
for pl utonium scrap and refuse. Those materi a l s  and the S I S  are both , much 
better l eft at  Hanford. Al terna tives 2 through 4 shoul d be g i ven more 

thorough exami nati on,  and the factors i nvolved i n  selecting I NE L  as the 
favored al ternative should be reconsi dered . 
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(i , //-') STATI: rll" r;r;\-I r·" ::\T("n, px r,'1.  I 
.n·:,.·.· .. /I:" :·:·I'�/. A' � .,r;,,"." ·:·'I:"r� J , 
O[ l ilt! :;1,,1,: 'J' :;" w ;:"'xi,'u, ) , ';",) '!-;:;-, 

Ploo i nt i. ( r ,  ) (:rvrJ, Ac'rl/ 'Il '.0. 
I:Il�O:Jt.) JU , , , 

TilE UN!Tt:O S'r,\T/;:' Ut:I''''�''!t.:,,·r ) or t:Nl::llGY, '-'to 011..  ) Ii' tr., � 1) :::;;�.�� ti�J� , 
Ool�ndo)nt&. ) ------------, JIll Q 1 1�.1 

JOINT HO'fION TO STAY I\LL PROCE!"DH!C:; (.) 
Cc.. nov Plaint.Hf and Dofondants and. aovo'-d..� 

Honorable Coul;t :or an Ordel; grantin9 a .ta�-
o��iip=ro4.� � . .l""';'�� 

c •• dings iA this action in accordance with th.ir St.ipulated 

Ag're"'nt .  

I n  Support. of this Motion the parti •• • t.at.e • •  follow., 

1. That. t.hey have antered into the at.t.achad Stipulat.ed 

Agn"'nt dated V� 'pitt . according to wbich they 

haW! e9re.d to abiC!a by t.ha provivons th,u.in .lIt. li.u of 
90ing fonr&rd wit.h thi. liti.'L'ati.on at the pre.ent U ... 

2. '!'bat the StipuJ.ated Agr .... nt .. Jr. •• • ny fu.rther 

p:roce4lCling. belor. thi. Court prior to FebrUAry I, 1" 1 u.a.-
Dec.."ry, and, 

3. '!bet u.. partie. will advi.e the COW't on Feb1'Ua%]' 

1, 19'2, on the statu. of the ca.e. 

Dated; V=i '/" '¥-I , 1981. 

//"�L�.� �p:.ri�'L�·� 
.JUF BINGN:"'N 
Attornay Ceneral 
St.ate ot Ne'" "'axico 

or COtr.:SZL: 

CArLI!: MANGes 
Field Solie! lor eu .... ru.allt. u[ lhu Inl.u'!o.(' 
Sant..1 Yo, Now Koxico 81S01 

JOliN P .  McNET'I' 
MuiJ;t.lnt ChiHt Cuun3a1 
Dap.3rt.cut (Of t:nor'TY 
A1b\KJu�!r.,uu OI'ur.lt, ionll ()[[ icC! 
AJ bucJIoIU1'CI"u, H",,,, �1o.: • .lCO al"llOJ 

".pectful1y sut.itted, 

� 
Auhtant u.s.  Atto,:ney 

It.E. THa-tPSON 

Unit.ad Stat • •  Attorney 

'1.:'Y.:::r:ri·�I---
PATRICI,\ oJ .  DZNtlO£ 
Attornoys, DcF"rtlllont ot .Justiee t.l • .-J ",nd I:.lluroll it.:raourl!o. Diyi sion 
Donjo11111 n  I"rankUn SI:.:ation P.O. DOJt 1415 
Washin'JlOn, D.C. 

!ly. . \( , (, ,) e �, " ', ) , !.. : 
IN TilE U:IITCO �TAT:::!; 1)!!;l'RICT Blll't E D 

FOR TilE DISTRICT OF NEW H,;';i,liig,,,,u DI.�1r.Icl r.ClJU 
AlIUQUUQul. H.I.W M"AlW 

STATE OF NEW NEXICO. ex reI . 
JEFF BINCA.'1Ai:{ , A ttorney General 
of the S ta t e  of New :iexico. 

Plaine iff • 
VO . 

THE UNITED STATES DEPJ.Rr.'IENr 
OF ENERGY. et a1 . •  

Defendants . 

JUl 0 1 1981 
.-0� CJ� 

��:-.=; .. : ::--':':: . :. 
CIVIL ACTION NO .  

81-0363 JB 

O .ll 0 E R 

Upon. consideration of the Joint Kotion To Sr::ay All 

Proc •• dings fi1.d this day with th. 'Cour t; 

Anel, considering the Stipula ted �\greement d.ated July 1, 

1981, to which the parties hereto have agreed., it i8 on this 

ht day of .July, '1981: 

ORDERED that theae proceedings ,are atayed until February 

1, 1982, in accordance with the agreement of the partie, as 

atat.el in their S tipulated Agreement; and the parties ,hall 

in good faith comply with the provisions of the S tipulated. 

Agreement. and further. ehat the parties advise this Court 

on t ha t  date on the status of ·the case. 

JUAN G. 81 JRr.IAlil\ 
UNITEDS'.rA'J.'J::S DIS1'!UCTJlJOCE 
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TilE utllTCD ST�TES D!;:rARTrlCNT 
OF ENERGY, et a I . , F I L E D  

oefondolnts . 

STIPULhTCD AGREEM£NT 

Ir.fITtD STATU Dlr.l:::�l t:OlRT AII",liUti�"f, �'VI MUJ� 
JUl 0 1 1981 

F.. � "  . 
Where .. , the plainti f f ,  State of Ne.., M.xi��""f�� 

Jeff Bingaman, Attorney General, h •• brouqht this· action to .. 

address fou.r major concerns of the State of N • .., Mexico; and, 

Where •• , the.e concerns include: (1) that the final 

decision point for commencinq construction of a permanent 

WIPP repository and it. operation should not be reached 

until all interested partie. including th�' State of Ne.., 

Mexico knOW' the result. of actu.l .ite and d..ign validation 

t.sts and the SPDV program in general ,  and (2 )  that the St.te 

of Mew Mexico be given the opportunity to have a tinal 

re.olution of all e.sential and inteqral off ... . ite state 

government concerns involving hea lth, safety, and public 

vel fare issues prior to a final decision to cOlllAlence con-

.truction of permanent WIPP facilities; and (3 )  that the 

State of New .1exico be entitled to a binding and enforceable 

conaultation and cooperation aqroement that does not waive 

any right by tho State to judicioll revie.., of .ny federal 

.qancy action ..,it .. rospact to tho WIPP project: and (4) tho 

C'oncorn tholt the withdr..&"'..&l lJl."uviwion& o( lhe Federal [...).nd 

Policy and Molnaqcment Act bo complied with, includinCJ public 

hearinCJt; to be held b�CorQ .l decision io m..:ade to withdraw 

Cedcroll lolnd:. Crom the puulic do"",in (or tho WIrP project; 

and 

Whl.' r l'�'U, 1lC'(l'II'!.lIl 1 � ; do " 01. , 1(:knlJwl c�<l' J'" I I  .. ' v,l l j o l i t y  o f  
a n y  ul p l  . . j ll l i l l : ; '  {: I " J m:; 1 1' ) 1  " duu l. l h" t  "II\, " I  oJ,' I , ·" , I,"II.;,'  

OIctiollt.: to c..I .. lu in coJl 1"{iI1'J uut tht' W I "I' l'f'U' I L "ll Ii-Iv\, In:':/\ 

in viol.:1tion or the Uni lt',l ::;t.oltr.t.: Con::.litution or .:1oy 1.:1101 or 

rcgul.:1tion oC the Ullil�d S t  ... tc:.; or thc St.:1tc of Nc'" Mexico: 

and 

Whereas, the scheduled. ph.:1sed conctruction of the Wlrr 

project, subjoct to COllqre�!';ion.:1l apP.l:oval, entolils the 

excavation of the SPDV portion of the project and the complotion, 

or substantial completion, of site and design validation 

te.ts prior to tho com.�flncement of the construction of, and 

excavation for, the permanent WIPP projoct; and 

Where.a, Wlder tho pre.ent schedule between September 

of 1983 and the hll of 1988 construction will continue and 

further exc.vation of the waste experimental rooms are to be 

cOlllpleted as ..,ell as the comple tioll, or .ub.tanti.l completion, 

of the .imulated ..,aste experiments; and 

Wher •• s, plaintiff and defend.nts waive no righta 

hereby to l itigate any h.ues ..,hich they W'ill attempt to 

4ispo.e of by neqotiation between no.., and the trial" on the 

.. rita .hould tho.e negotiation. fail to achieve the deaired 

results; and 

Wherea., the partie. agree to carry <?ut in good tai th 

the raandatory terma of this Stipulated Agreement aa fully 

.et out in this document. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereby stipulate and aqree 

foll0W'8: 

1 .  Simultaneous w i t h  t h e  entry of this S tipuhted 

Agreement, the United StatG8 Department of Enerqy and the 

Stat., of t:ew .:�:·:!.co 3!l.lll ";':�'::J�e .:a con::ult.ltion .lnd cooper<:ltion 

agro8Jft1!nt ..,hich sha l l  provida for the tillK:�ly exchanqo of 

inforllWlt.ion about. t.ha WIPi' project and pro{;cdurQs for thom 

to fol low t.o attclllpt to rcsolve conflicts between them 

rel.ltinl] to the puulic heollth, Ool(cty 0.1: weU .. re of the 

citizens oC tho Stolto nhould any !Ouch canClicta olriGo dul'inlj' 
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tho C'ouruo oC lll.lt (ll'o j,·ct:. Tid:.; con:'. u l t . l ti.UIl 011141 coop\�r.l-

tiun 'PJ1·l'.:ml'nL �;h . . l) hI' ., IJl ndl n' j ,  (·nf'Jt"l'( ·. Ii,j ·., ,1,,"" " .11, '111. 

bC LWC(·t1 lite /)"�I '''I·t ''''·III, 0: ':"" 1 ' 1 (  .1I.d t h. ·  :a . d , ·  l.j rr··. �1, ;'; 1 I:n 
and :.:;h.,ll elo.:l'rc:;:;] Y I'rl)'" i.;k 1 I i d t  iL do ... ·:;; Ilot ... ·un:.1 j Lilt t' .1 

w']iver by tht� .5 t o.l tc o f  ;.r.y r i 'Jh L  1t may h;.Ivc to Judic i"l  
review o f  fcderal ':HJcn.;�· .:Ie t ion:'; wi Lh respect 1;0 the WI I'!' 

project. The consultJt.ion .l nd cooper.:lt.ion .l<Jcecmen t is 

a t tached to .:1nd incorporated herein LI S  lIppendix 11 hereto. 

The provisions and mand.ltes o f  this S t ipula ted Agrl!ement arC! 

in addition to the provisions and obligations of that consultation 

and cooperation agreement and to the extent that they are 

incons istent, i f  a t  a l l ,  this Stipu lated Agreement contro l s .  

2. The United S t a tes Departr.lcnt o f  Energy shall 

prepare and provide to the S t a t e  of New Mexico and the 

public a forDW!l l ,  public document containing a summation of 

the results of all experiments and studies conducted during 

the SPDV phue and site ..... a l ida tion Ehase of the WIPP project 

a t  least sixty (60) days prior to any decision as to whether 

the information obtained from the SPDV program and .ite and 

de.i9n validation teats .... arrant. the commerlcement of con.truction 

of the permanent facility for the full WIPP reposi tory which 

decill ion is now estimated to be no earlier than September of 

198J. Within such 60-day period the State of New Mexico and 

interested members of the Public shall have an opportunity 

to conunent on that document as i t  relates to the decision to 

commence construction of the pormanent facility for the full 

WIPP project. After rece iving, reviewing, considering and 

re.ponding to any comments made by the State and intere9ted 

members of the public, the Depar tment of Energy shall enter 

a final decision on whethor the information obtained from 

tho SI'DV progrur.l .:Ind s i te .:I.:1� c!e:;ic;n v.llic:b tion tests WlIrrllnts 

tho cOlMlencemcnt o f  permanent facility construction for the 

WIPP project. The State of New Nexico is not barred trom 

seoxinC') or obt.J.ining judici",l review o( th.J.t decision by 

• 

th J u  fi L!pUJ d t" \I I\.'Jr t,'/'llIl'n t .  r,,'rll'l.lU" n t  C..ll.:i l l Lj' cun:.;LrtlcLioll 

t;hJ I J  bt.! d ... ·\'I·l�·.J I.u (!uw:\ ' 1 • .' 1'  , ·U I , '' '' .,, ,; .. r r h i : . 1 ''' '' ' ' ',I'. Il'h 

with CJlC<lVIItiun () I t il': l li J J d  :.II . .  L t .  
J .  The D,·pa,'ll,"·Il l.. u f  r:n,:rtJY : . h  . .  l 1  l'repdCC 1;.1 ,(' curnpr(.-

hensivc topical rcpol'L: .. . 1111.1 conduct the site ... nd dC3itjn 

valid ... tion cxper imen t::; und other prel imin..lry cxperiment!> and 

studics sct forth and .J t tached hereto as Appendix 11 of this 

StipuloJ.tcd lIgreement and Ghall provide tho S t a te and the 

public with final or intGrim reports on tho r •• ults of those 

experiments prior to tho 60-day review period ordered in 

paraqraph 2 above. 

4 .  To the extent that additional funding becollles 

available, the Department of Energy shall also conduc t the 

studies and experiments set forth and attached h"reto as 

Appendix C o f this S tipula ted Agreement and provide the 

State and the public with final or interim reports on the 

results of those experi.ments and studies prior to the 60"day 

revi ..... period ment ioned in paragraph 2 above. Th. o.partment 

ot Energy shall maxe a qood faith effort to, arranqe for such 

fundinq prior to February 1, U12. The DepartJMnt ot EnerllY 

shall prepare and provide to the State ot Naw Mexico by 

September 1, 1981 , a report a ••••• ing the IMrits and costa 

of their experirnants and studies .. t forth in Appendix C. 

Inabi li ty of DOE to arrange for fundinq for the studies 

liated in Appendix C will not preclude the State from raising 

the need for such studies a s  an issue in any trial on the 

merits. 

5 .  The Department of Energy will prepare and provide 

to the State o f  Ne .... "Iexico a fornt.'l l ,  public document con'" 

tainin9 a summation of tho rasults of .U final or intari. 

E'!xper imants .Jnd studius rel.J tl!d to ( 1 )  the e)o;.:u:Jin<lL ion of 

the 80 called "dis turbed %ona or zono of an,JrIlOlou8 soismic 

rotlection dol to,- tho southern boundary o t  which lics in an 

Eaat-Wast d i. rection bi::ecting Sections 1 6  olnd 17 in Township 
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22r., n;,anCje )11::; , U . H. r . H . , in 7,OIlU 1 o[ wlI'r :ll t\�, ::L.1rtln<j 

.:Ippl'oxinL.lt��lY 1-1/2 mih':' 1111)"1 h of J;Wll\ I ') ,  .l llll ( 2 )  .111 

oiruu).JtcLi w.) :;l\:t! 1..').:]II." l" ll:v " n l : ; .  p r i o r  I t) tIl!' l)"dr,�pn)"lol l i on of 

� w,liSte inlo th.:! S l .:J \.; C  o C  �k'w lo\':): .lCO ('J)" cnll'l,Jcc,ncnt .:It 

the Wlrr site . The Department o f  EnerCJY ::.holll olfforLi the 

State of New "Iexico and intcrc:;ted members of the public a 

4S-day review dnd comment period and shall consider and 

respond to such convnents prior to the! decision to transport 

!!!X ... aste into the State for emplacement at the WIPP aite. 

This Stipulated A9reement shall not bar the State of N .... 

Haxico from seek.in9 or obtainin9 judicial review of any 

Depnrt.lrlent of Ener9Y actiona and final decisions in that 

respect. 

6. I f  not requira,d by federal laws or re9ulations 

existing at the time, the Dapart.rnent of Ener9Y ahall, never

theless, provide to the State of Ne ... Mexico and the public, 

A reasonable revie ... period prior tQ. any decision to change 

the nature or acoope of the WIPP project to that of a permanl'!nt, 

hi9h level wasta r.pository, or • decision not to retr ieve the 

hi9h leval .... aste placed in the repository on a temporary 

ba.is which hi9h level .... aste the Department of, Ener9Y intends 

to remove at the conclusion of the experimental period of 

approximately thirty (30) years in duration. 

7. The defendant, DO& .. shall make a 900d faith effort 

to assist the State of He", Mexico in resolvin9 the State ' s  

off-site state 90vernmental concerns . I n  order to carry out 

its obligations under this para9raph, the defendant, OOE, 

shall prior to February I, 1982.  seek to establish and 

participate in a State-Federal task force comprised of all 

federal 90vernmental agcncies .... ith juri sdiction over or 

re.ponsibility for activitivs reldtcd to HIrP <lnd shall join 

with the Stator ... here ,appropriatB, in soekin9 ,and rccommondin9 

federal or Congre:osional resolution of the (ollo .... ing S tate 

concerns rel .. 't�d to the WIPr project; 

(a) the 'J\I\l �tion o[ r.tat,.r. li .,hi U t y  ;u"i : .inl) froln 
OIcchk'nl:i; 

(b) fundin'! l ol)" 11<°';\.::.1 .. ,1 ry ru,1I1 111 " 1 1  " , , 1 ' 11<\:  

(c) funLl i n ]  ,JIIII 1.,",J i n in'1 [c,r onql)j l " 1 l'ml:r'I'o"cy pre-

paredness and �lI'iCrgenc.:y rc:;polI:;e; 

(d) IIIOnitoring o [  tran�portytion o( .... ante throulJh the 

State. 

'el fundin9 for, and <Jssi atancc in, conductin9 baso

liDe bealth 5tudio. of inhabitants in noi9h.borinq communi tie. 

_ar the WIPP site and reasonable periodic monitorinq there-

After; 

(£) fundin9 for, and assistance in, post-operation 

.,.u.torinq of the WIPP sit • •  

lJ1 the event that the Stat. o f  H .... Mexico i s  not satisfied 

bJ' Pebruary 1, 1982 (or a ID\ltually a9ued upon date th.re

af"wr) , that such concerna will be !esolv.d prior to the 

�letion of the SPDV phase of the WIPP project and any 

deci.i.oa to authorize the commenc.ment of perman.nt facility 

CQIUJUlICtion for the WIPP project, the State of New Mexico 

..,. rai .. tho •• issues in any trial on the mari ts. 

I.. The SPDV phase of the WIPP project currently 

u:adazvay shall not exceed. before the decision as t.o whether 

the iaLor.ation obtain.d from the SPDV proqram and d te and 

deai9D valid.ation testa .... arrant. the commencement of con

structioD of t..'la full pOr=lil!'lent HIPP repository, the excavation 

of approxu.ately 115. 000 tons of salt and four acres of 

excavated area. as sot forth in the Department of Ener9Y I s 

'!'ME 3063 doc�nt on SPDV publish.d i n  October of 1980. 
t. TIle daf.ndants, Bureau o f .  Land Managemont and 

DepartClCnt of Intorior, f:h=lll, in accor�.:mc(l with DOl wi th

dravol reljlulationa, conduct public hoarin98 on July 14 and 

15 of this yeAr on 00&' s pending .... ithdn .... al application 

rolotinq to tho prop03ed public land aito fOI:" the WIPP 

pro)cct� That application, notico of ... hich ... as publhhed in 
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45 t .. cu. Heg . ' � 7 (i U - (i ?  { november 1 7 ,  l ? fl O }  : ; I , t d�n lo rC:lcrve 

t
'
he li.lm1 (or the " :--: I ' l u: : j vn U:;'.� or UOI: ( 01' t J l. ,  pUI'''O�;C o (  

prate-c l i nt) t h e  ' J , 'u ] o' J i . : , i l i n t r')l· i t.)' o f  1 . 1 I l '  : , ; I.t' f (JI' the 

rcscolrch .:lnU devclol 'J:It : I IL of .J. WI I'!' {'J.'o ; , ' c' l.:  ,"lnd 1'I...'c{()rm.i n'1 

SPDV. 

1 0 .  Th-is Sti pul.:J tcd fHlrcemcnt dOf':!i n o t  ol f fect the 

validity of the Rccord of Decision entered by the Dcpolrtmcnt 

of Energy for the WIPP project on January 2 2 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  nor docs 

it obligate DOE to undartake any addi tionol l steps in the 

NEPA process with respect to the WIPP project beyond that 

required by law. Notwi thstanding such Record of Decision, 

the Department of Energy shall comply with all of the terms 

and conditions contained in the previsions o f  this Stipu lated 

Agreement. 

11. The Department of Energy shall cooperate with 

County Commi ssions of Lea and Eddy Counties to permit the 

Counties to provide opti�um road access to the WIPP site 

from population centers of both ccun�ies. 

12. The application o f  plaint i f f ,  State of New Mexico, 

for preliminary injunction i. wi thdrawn by the plaintiff 

without prej udice to any of the cleims in its Complaint. 

13. By entering into this Stipulated Agreement, defendants 

do not waive any defenses they may have to this action. 

14. All proceedings in this action should be stayed 

until February I, 1 9 8 2,  at which time the parties agree to 

report to the Court on the status of the case . Any such 

subsequent trial on the me r i ts shall be limi ted to the 

issues o f  State concern addressed in paragraphs 4 ,  7, and 9 

of this Stipu le ted Agreement. 

� I f)n.:l t url.' : 

."or t h/ '  I ' J d i n t. i f f  � ;l . l l f.' () I 
New Me x i co 

�ift{(/r/(� �� ���r GanC �� l  

APPROVED : 

For DefenQan � � � r 

� i ()'hl tun! : 

Fol' t il{' D� , rt:II(J , 1nt : �; 

R. E. THOMPSON ] 
United S t.:1tc� Attornc 

e;;y, ;7 L.. . r(, /1." r. :-irJ. ., � ) 
MYLES FLINT ' U . $_.) Dcpar tmcnt of Justice 
Wa� Hington, D. C . 2 0 5 3 0  
Attorney for Defendants 

'? '/��T-'00«" 

tf!ha�!,;,. '","d., For e£en an ... 
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Ar.Rf nlrtlT I no rp:nll TI,l l nll Mill (oOl'l llnTW" 

This ft,9rC"l'T:'f>nt i �  rn1 �r('(f i n�n C· ffN.t i vl' ., .. , Ilf'r(' i ll " f \ ('r prnv i rl,·rl hy 
and hrlwl'cn tLL' S l i'l t l' of l;l'W !.', , ·x. 1 CLJ  (IH· f l· i n.l f t rr fl · I ( 'rn.'d to 1)\ th,� "St ,lt,, '" 
and ti,e Un i ted StLl t.CS Ul'par lr: ".'n L  of li lergy (htn' l lhl l ll'r rf.:fer rcd to &;s, " 00( " ) .  

IIHEREAS . DOE i o  procoedi n "  with pl ano for tho 1I,'oto lool .tion P i l ot 
Plant project (herr i nai ter referred to a� "Ul PP" ) in UCYI �:cx.ico,  cH, more fully do�cri bod b o l o" ;  

IIHEREAS . t h o  parties rrco�ni zo:  ( 1 )  the Unitod Sta too Governmont ' ,  
respons i bi l i ty for notional oecuri ty; (2 )  COE ' s  rooponsibi l i ty for 
envi ronmental a�?ect!; in deve l o;li nl) p rocedurrs .. !.y!.ter.1s and faci l i ties 
for � a fe d;!.po� a l  o f  radi o a c t i ve lia:.tes a r i s i ng from cast and future 
conduct of the "ati o n ' s  defen�e procra:-:l$,j and (3) the Sta t e ' s  respor.s i bi l i ty 
for the ... ,el fare of i t !;  c i ti zen� i nc l uding,  but not l i mited 
to , publ i c  hea l th and s a fety , en .... i ronr.ental and socioeconomi c: a!.pect� of 
the tran!.portati o n ,  handl i n � ,  storage and disposal of radioac:tive "'la�te� 
in New Mexi c: o ;  

WHEREAS. the De�a rt",ent of Energy Notional Securi ty and 111 1 i tary 
App l i c a t i ons of I:uc l ear Energy A"thori zation Act of 1 980 . P. l. 9F.-164 . 
Htached ao Pp�endix A. provideo only with respect to I:I PP that the 
Secretary of DJE oh. l l  enter i r.to a written agreement wi th the appropri ate 
State offi c i a l o  prov i di n9 for con$ u l tat ion and cooperation >11 th regard to the 
publ i c  heol th a"d sa fety .. pee to of the orojec t ;  

HHEREAS . under P .  L . 96-164 the Stote nas t h e  r l  ght t o  co",,".ent o n  and 
IMke reco"c.endations wi th regard to the publ i c  heal th and oafety aopect$ of III P P ;  

tlHEREAS, the  Sec:reUry sha l l  receive, con�;der t resol ve and act  upon 
the co".",ents ar.d reco"",endation$ made by the State within time framoo 'Deci f i ed 
in Art i c l e  IX of this �£reement ; and 

.JIiEREAS , the Agreement h .. been reached in accordance with P. l. 96-16". 
NOW, THEREFORE. the partie. agree .as fol lows : 

ARTICLE I - PURPOSE �ND INTEIIT 

A. This Agreement affirms the intent of the Secretary to con.ult  and 
cooperate with the appropriate of ficl !lo of the Statp with respect to 
the publ ic  hea l t h  and oafety concerns of the State. an1 to oi ve 
con�ideration to suc:h c:onc'ern� lind cooperate " i th �uch offi c i al s i n  re.olving ouch concerns consi otent wi th P . L . 96- 1 64 .  I t  a h o  a f f i r",. 
the intent of the c,overr.or of the State to expre�s suc:h c:oncern!. in a 
timely manner and to make a l l  reaoonabl e efforts to cooper.te with DCE 
in res. olving !ouc:h conc:ern!. . 

n. It is rceor,ni7.('d t h 'l l  \,'IPP w n :'>  nn onr:oinr; f,roJ('("t ftl U.e t i m r.  the 
parties C'om lll c n e L'd t heir n c r, o t l nti ons of t tll� Ar.Tt�f: m ellt . In thl! event 
the \\'JI'I' m i ;.�,i on ns dC'ser lbrd i n  Ar t i cl e VI of this Acrcernent is  
lubs t o n t i u H y  ehnnr,ed , whet her lJy a m en<::n ent to P . L .  !J(i .. 1 64  or 
otherw ise ,  the p n r t j t:s m ny m ut un)) y nr:rl!e to no lons::er be bound lJy this 
Agreement or pro .... isi ons of it nnd t he p n rt i cs shnll not be bound to 
comply with  cert n i n  provisions of  t he A r.r e e rn cnt if such chanr,es in the 
WIPP mi$Sion make u p ar tit"ul or p r o v i s i o n  i m possible t o  perform or 
enforce. Any such agreem ent shall bc reflected in a modification to 
this Agree m en t .  

C .  The purpose or this Agreement , in carrying out the intent expressed in 
Paragraph A of this A rti cl e t is to desicnate Key Events; set time  
frames f or r e v i ew , eomment a n d  resolution of  comm ents; and  establish 
procedures for review of "'"IPP and for resolving conflicts . 

ARTICLE n - DEFlSTTlOSS 

For purposes or this Aireem ent: 

A .  The term "State" means the sovereign State of New Mexico, IS 
represented by the Governor of the State of New !-texico or his duly 
authorized representative; 

B. The term "DOE" me.ns the United States Department or Energy .. 
represented by the Secretary or his dulY .Jluthorized representative; 

C.  The term "Secretary" means the Secretary or the United States 
Department of Energy, or anyone serving in  that capacity, or an)' duly 
authorized representative of the Secretary; 

D.  The term "pu�lic health and .arety· m eans the potential impact upon the 
eitizens or New Mexico resulting rrom activity Ittendant to WIPP, and 
Includes any environm ental errects which can impact the health and 
lafety of New Mexico c i tizens; 

E.. The term "defense waste" means radioactive wastes resulting from 
defense activiUes and d�fense programs of the United States Government 
exempted rrom regulation by the United StHes Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. The term excludes. any radioactive waste generated by the 
eomm ercial nuclear power industry; 

P .  The term "transuranic waste" or "iRU waste" m eans defense wast e ,  other 
than high l evel waste or spent reactor fuel , containing alpha emittinG' 
transuranic elem ents (ineluding Uranium"223 ) ,  with radioactive half 
Jives greater than one year , in excess of 10 nanocuries per gram of 
wastei 
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o. The t � r m  "hir.h Jev�) WAo:te" ru "'nn� (lcf("l1!->f' W't�,t t" ,  In t h �  for rn or th� 
lol i d i f i cd product or t tlc f l r � t -r.yd c ! ,o)Vt'nt c x t r tJ c t i oli or �.i nl l l n r  
process by m cn ns of w h i ch uruni urn Ulld pJutonium u r e  r e c o v e r ed from 
irradi a t e d  reactor fueJ; 

H .  The term ")( ey [vt"n t" mcnns 8 s i C n i f i C"nnt ac ti vi t y in t h e  deve l o p m ent ,  
design, cons t r u c tion , opera ti on ond deeontomi nat ion ond decom missioni ng 
of WIPP; 

J. lhc trnn "Hf 1 r� ton(,'" "'I'.HI!. ., " d c t i nn lIh i e h �1 , ,1 l 1  I If '  ,lc h ; ('vl'l1 pdor to 
tho: COI:.;;;encel;:r�nt bv DOL of " rr·y ' ... ent;  hq�" " .T r .  i t  l!o retlJ('II1 .rcl thil t 
t herc 1:",1Y tJl� r(' v i s

'
i on!. to " i l l':. tone l1o('u:; cnl,l t i on il fter C.olllll.l'nc.cra(:nt of 

the f.cy (vcnt i nv o l v e d ;  4l n d  

J. The t("rm """ork i n9 AClr�erT'(' n t "  mpans. thC' l1oc.un1en t ,  i ncorooratrd hC'rrin 
by r("frrcnce as. Append i x S, 'r/i"ri ch c l ilLorales on the deta i l s  of this. 
Agreement .nd sh.l l b. further devel oped pursu.nt to this A�reement. 

ARn CLe I I I  - EFFECTIVe DATE 

As required by P .  L. 96-164, this IIgreement sha l l  beco",e effective upon the 
el apse of forty-five days whi l e  Congre" is in sess i on unle" the Committees 
on Amed Services. of the Senate and House of Representative s ,  in "/d tin�,  
waive any portion of such forty-f i ve d.yS ; the forty-five days to corm:ence 
running upon su b",i ssion of th i s  koree",ent as s i oned �y the p.rties to the 
Conrni ttees . C8E sha l l  .dvi se the St.te in writing .s to the date on· .,h i ch 
the foregO i ng requi rerr,ent has been fu l f i l l ed .nd such d.te sh. l l be deemed 
to be the effective d.te of thi s Agreement. 

ARTICLe I V  - POH:TS OF CmmCT 

A. The Ch. i rm.n,  R.dio.ctive �:.ste Consul t.tion T.sk force, State of Ne" 
Mexico, or slJch other person as. desi cnated by the Governor , i s  the 

· princip., represent.tive of the St.te for ",.int.i ni n� l i . i son with COE 
and for the consult.tion a":I cooper. tion process .  

B. The H.n.ger, Al buquerque Oper.tions Offi c e ,  DOE (Il.nager, ALO) , or  
I nyone serving i n  th.t c.�.city ,  is-desi �nated by  the  Secretary as  
the pri nc i p. '  represent. t i ve of DOE for m.int. i n i n g  l i a i son with  the 
State and for the consul ta tion and COoj)eration proces s .  

C. The princip.l representatives m.y design.te appropriate i ndividuals 
or groups to conduct d.y-to-d.y acti vities for the .... 

ARTlnE V - l'.O!lIF'l CATIONS 

A. The parties to this Agreement recognize th.t future develoPI!Ients, includin!, 
but not 1 imited to changes in appl icable law, incl uding but not necess.r i l y  
l imited t o  P .  L.  96-1 64 ,  m.y ma k e  i t  desirable or necessary for one o r  both 
parties to seek to .. .edify this Agreement. E i ther party to thi s  Aqreement 
lIIay request a review of the terms and conditions contained herein upon 
written notice to the other party, settino forth the modi fication or 
IIOdi f i c.t ions requested together with the re.sons therefor. The other 
party agrees to consider the request,,! "od i f i c.tion or mod i fi c.tions, to 
respond to the re��est i n  wri t i ng and to enter into negotiations in good 
faith >li th i n  30 d.ys of receipt of the request. 

B. Pursu.nt to P .  'L . 96-164 ,  the Secret.ry sh.l l notify the Corr:mittees on 
Armed Services of the Senate .nd the House of r.epresent.tives of 
modifi cations to this Agreement'. 
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A. P. l .  SG- l tJ·, iHlf.h,.,rl :f·d I J l III' .,�. 11 j'Crrn!.r jtrt i v i t v  o f  Of;r for t i ll' 
CJ(prC�5 p�Jq)�)SC of !: , "pV i tl i fq ...l n r, r-.lrch llnd clI'V"l <li'r;'I ' n t  (,Il i 1 1  f y  to 
d(·l!lon!. t r J t c  tiLe' !; " j c  (: l " i ""'"ri of r.lrl l o<.J, t i v{' w," · t r" , rt�'�1I1 t i flq rrom 
defense acti v l  t ics i!nl1 d·: , 1 t·nr.f"I Jlror1r,:;;�� .. of the tl. S. Governmcnt 
exempted from rcqu li.l t i on by the Uni tl'd Stoltcs fluclei'lr Rc�u l a t ory 
[omni ssion. 

8. WI PP is intended to i nc l ude rece i p t .  handl i nq and permonenl di 5posal 
of transurani c \'Ias t c  and tc:""porary 50 toragc for c,;pcri rhcr.ta 1 purposes 
of a l imi ted amount �f h i g h  level ".sle. lhe .mount of radioact i v i ty 
sha l l  be as sel fort� in tho S.fety Analys i s  Report referenced in the 
.:ork i ng P.sree::cent under P rti cl e II J .  Al l radi o,ctive material used i n  
high level "Iaste ex;>er1r.:ents sh, l l  be removerl from t h e  IIIPP s i te on 

. COr.tpletion pf the eJ:pe-r-lr.:�nts and prior to decontamination and decem .. 
mi s s i onin9. Transur a n i c  'rlastes sha l l  be subject to a period of · 
retrievabi l i ty prior �o per",nent di sposal as set forth in the 
Retri evabi l i ty Plan referenced in Article IV of the I:orki ng Agreement. 

C. DOE or its successor ,overnlrental agency shal l not abandon the I!l PP s i te 
without deconta:-=lination and �eccr.:;::i s�ionino havinn been com�leted . As 
stated in the �orking "greeren t .  the �ilesiones and associ ated consultation 
and coo�eration process prcvisi ons covering the decontami na t i on and 
deconmi ssioning of WI,P st,�l l be negotiated py the parties in the future. 

ARTICLE V I I  - KEY EVEI1lS �::D r·:I LEsIOtIES 

A. DOE shal l consu l t  and r.o�pera�e >lith the State as  the project pror-resses 
through Key Events an� !·�i l estones hienti f i ed i n  Paragraph C of  this 
Articl e and in the liork i no Aoreer::ent. Such consultation and coo�eration 
shall be on a regu i a r .  on9Ciiig bas i s  to fac i l i tate an  orderiy process of 
State review and evaluation.  I t  is recoQnized that neither the Key 
Events nOr the �H1 estcnes so identified are necessari l y  sequential . 
particul arly s i n c e  so�e Key Events and lIil estones may properly be carried 
on Simul taneously under thi s  Agreement. 

B. DOE shall give pri or written notice to the State of its intention to 
comaence Key Events i dentified in Paragraph C of this  Arti c l e .  

C. The fol l owi ng are currently identified I S  Key Events : 

1 .  Draft Envi ronmental Eva 1 uation ; 2. Prel iminary Engineeri ng - Title I ;  3. Final Envi ron�r,tal Evaluation; 4. Site and Prel imi nary Design V a l i dation (SPDV) Construction; 5. Detailed Des i gn - l i t l e  I I ;  6 .  Construc t i on of Co"struction Exhaust and Salt  Hand l i ng . Shaft ; 7. Construc�ior. of Ven t i l ation Su��ly and Service Shaft;  
8. Constru c t i on of I:aste Hand l i ng Building; 

9. UIlc!C'!"f'}r(l!/nt"l rJ, ..... l"l or'flc'nt ; 
10. (on:;lrllt t l C,n uf " " < ' YIL' Y r'/'''t'rr.ltor r.u i h l i n!l ; 1 1 .  COII', t nlc t l 0il of I' '. : , ' ' .  , . , 1 t �  
12 .  C(HI:. t ruc t i orl (If ', , :'1 .,1 1 , '  r , h IlJ!'.t r i l !('r l�u i l ,I ; II'I ' 13 .  CO!'J1f' u t l' r  In!. t ,, l l '' �. l on f o,- lhr r dl i l i l i (: �  A l .. u m .  Control ilnd 

Huni t or i n'.l !:Iy!.tl " : :" ; 14. O�lcr.J t i o n !. ;  15 .  RctricvJbl l i ty D, · r i s ion for lRP Ua!. tc ; 16. High lc\'cl I:.l �t(� I d .. i f: .... l1  and Shippin!,, : and 17. [lcconta:TI.inJ t 1 0n i:rlc! rJr·co· ... -i ss i on i n':' . 

D. Other s i oni ficant J c t i v l t l {'s '·JY from timc to t i r" 1:!  be t�rel!d ujlon as 
key [vents or or:e or r:'!,,)rc Cof the above Key Events !Tay bl:! C:�l c tcd or 
revised pursu.nt to the pro, i s i ons of raragraph A of A r t i c l e  I of 

.the Working Agreoment. 

ART ICLE V I I I  - CO�:�UL TATIO:: A';J CO�PER"TlOIi 

A. DOE sha1 1 keep the St,te currer.tly end ful ly advised rel H i v e  to IlIPP 
in  accorc!ance t:i th thi 5 ,'\oree:;:ent and the rec:;ui re;:-.2r.ts of the 'hork i "g 
Agree",ent so thH U:e State r: .• y �.ake i ndependent revie." on pu�l i c  
health and safety ccncernS rel a tive t o  I!lPP . 

B. The dlta.  reports and otMer ",aterial to be furni shed the Stete in order 
to .. eet the foreg�in; r.qui re�ent as to a plrti cular Key Event shel l te 
identified in the �!oric in; t-gr!er.!ent as  \lork pro�resses tO�','ar� achievin� 
thAt Key Event. The types of �ata . rep:rts an� other ",aterhl DJE she l l  
furn i s h  the State i nch • .::!e ,  b!Jt are not l i r.li ted to . draft anc! final  
environ;.er.ttl ir.:;·tc:t lssess:"':ents and sta tei."ien ts i tech:"l i �al  re;:lrts !nd 
progrl:ii\ p1l:ns j !c!::-: ;fii s t ra t i ve .ant: technical proljress reJ;'·"rts ; the s 5 fe�y 
anllys i s  re�ort anc! a"'e�d":,,er.ts i constru:tion ar.d tn�ineerin� �esi�n 
docu,"eots; en� leshlHive l and witITdre"al oropos a l s .  

C. In  order for t h e  State to '",eke the i nde?en�ent revie;:s o r.  pu� l i c  health 
and safety under thi s  Arti c l e .  the State sha l l  hive the ri,ht tel conduct 
reasonable i ndeper.dent rr.�nitorin� and testi" 9 of on-site acti v i t i es 
related to the WIP? project ;  �rovi ded . however. that such ,"cr.i torin. 
and testing sha1 1 not unreasonably .interfere with on-site activities.  

D. It i s  recognized thlt IS activi ties on l!IPP are CArried 0" . the 
Milestones i nvolved in particular Key Events shall  be ider.tified 
with mort preciS ion. 

E. The parties have negotiated a Horki ng J9ree..,ent . i dentifying for each 
of the eArly Key Events the appropri ate JoInestones . the docur..nts DOE 
is to subr.:i t to the State . the ti",i n� for such sub.-i ssion s .  the tir:in� 
for the State to identi fy publ i c  heal th and safety concernS and the 
proces� to be fol l cl·:ed to try to e l  iliiinatl:! H.ose concerr.s befon' t�ere 
is recourse to the proced"re set forth in Art i c l e  IX of t h i s  A9r!e� .. nt.  
Fro .. time to ti�e the I:orking Agree"'ent shi l l  be chln�ed and ed�ed to 
IS therei n  prO'li �ed by ag"ee"'ent of the parties i n  consonance with the 
intent of this A�ree"'ent. 
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F. 

G. 

Th� Uork 1nQ /l.'tr rp r-n 1 .  I' �. Mlrr" 'd upon �Ilrl ll"�Wl"rl ,1 1111 ,,\,I,h·11 to from 
time to t i ll (, . �".l l 1  I "  , " . l I t or t ld o, r,l I r l'f':;U 'nt  'P. I\l'pr·TI.l i x  H. P(' v i �, i ons 
to the �/od. i flq A.ln'f" " n l COn-:. i �. t l·llt �·: i t "  ttl" I" ov i  ... i on� o r  tl1 i �  
Agreemen t � h J  1 1  n:"lt I.::. con:. i c1l'rr'd il', ff'OfJj f ; ( . ! t  i nn:. t o  th i !>  "�:rl'cmc:nt 
for purpo.c. of ".r.'jr.ph a of A,· t i c l e  v of thi . Agrcer.rent. 

Hothin9 i n  this �nrer�ent sh,1 l l  precl ude the State from m.kin9 
av. i l able to the pu� l i c  coric� of all dJt • • reports .nd other materi., 
furni shed the �tate by oo[ pursu.nt to tI,e prov i s i ons of this Arti c l e .  

ARTICLE I X  • courL I CT ReSOLUTION 

A. 

B. 

C. 

O. 

E. 

In the event that actions under Art i cl e  V I I I  of this Agree",ent do not 
sati s fy the State's concern or concerns a s  to the publ i c  heal th .nd 
safety ( i nc l udi ng the i denti f i c a t i o n  of Key Events and Mi l estones) . the 
p'rincipal representHive o f  the State .nd the Manager. ALo sha l l  meet to 
di scuss the "'.tter in detai 1. fJi th i n  1 0  cal endar days after conc l u s i on 
of the d i s cuss ion . the N .... ger. ALo sha l l  .dvise the State in wri t i n g  
what DOE acti o n ,  i f  c! n y ,  i s  cOf1te�;Jlated wi th respect t o  the State ' s  
particular concern Or concerns. I f  the St.te i s  not s.tisfied by the 
written deterr::i na t i on of the �:an.ger. ALa. the Governor shal l not i fy the 
Secret.ry in wri t i n g  wi t h i n  1 0  cal endar days of receipt of such detenr.in.
ti on th.t the State i ntends to invor.e the provi sions of thi s Arti c l e  
• nd the rusons therefor. ihe Governor ",ay not dele�.te his  .uthority 
under thi �  Par.graph. A copy of the notific.tion sh.ll be furni shed the 
M.n.ser. ALD. 

Within 3D deys .fter notification ·under P.ragr.ph A of thh Arti c l e .  the 
prIncipal representative of the State .nd the 1·1an.ge�. ALo sh.l l eppoint 
one ( 1 )  mutually .greed upon rec09ni zed . independent expert in the 
p.rti c u l a r  fi e l d  i nvolved as the confl i ct resolution hearing officer. 
The confl i ct resol uti on hearing officer may employ as m.ny experts in 
the parti c u l ar fi eld or fields invol ved Ind support st.ff as he Sha l l  
d.termine are necessary t o  a s s i s t  h i m  i n  .. aking • reco .... nd.tion or 
recomnendations on the ... tter or matters before him. 

WIthIn 15 c.l end.r days after the .ppointment Of the confl i c t  resolution 
hearIng officer. the princip.l represent.tive of the St.te and the ".an.ger, ALO sh.l l e.ch sub;r;it to th� hearinq officer . written st.tement of their 
respective pos i t i ons and the b.si s therefor. The hearing officer m.y hear 
oral present.tions by the .State .nd the llanager, ALD. 

Nothing in thi s Article sh.ll preclude the St.te or the 11on.ger. ALO 
from a s k i ng for anc recei ving from the hearin9 officer a re.son.ble 
extension of t h e  ti r::. l ;,;, i t  se t  forth i n  Para�raph C of this  Art i cl e  
for good c�use'. such � s  recourse t o  the .dvice o f  outside experts i n  
the p.rticul ar f i e l d  o r  fields.  inVOlved. 

The conf l i ct resol ution hearin9 officer sha l l  comp i l e  .nd maint.in an 
Iccurate record of al l .,ritten submi ssions and . transcript of .ny 
or.l presentations m.de to him pursuant to Par.graph C of this  Art i c l e .  

F. 

G. 

H. 

I .  

The con f l i c t  rr''';(ll u t i nn " f' " r i n r"  of f i cer �. 1,.1 1 1  ron:'. idl'r ·al 1 w r i t t('n 
s ul.Jlll i !. � i o,. . • •  II,lt 1 " ' 0 1 1 1 " ' ' '. 1'1 1 1 ,, 1 1 (111', 1 1 1 1 );.' 1 /'l l : I d " nri I r.lltr, r r l flt  
r(:qu i n'J Ily 1 ' ,o,) ' ; I',q I ,  I cd 1 1 1 1 �. flr- l ' ,  I "  .1I1d ',/i., I 1 III.l�.I' ." r i t l,'" 
rccC'lr.-':llC' n:l ... t i nn-, (m �r;(·  nlJ t t r r  o r  n.,l l ; ,'r', ,,, " l U I I' h im \lh i r h  !. t"l l l rrfcr 
to the �p(':- i f 1 C ( J e t ', in t h d t  n:r(Jl'll n:l i c'd Ilj'UIi I,y h i m. lh(' 
re�pon!> i 111 1 i t y  f ( . ,' 1" ' i  lIQ Wr l  tt (" 1 r' ( C'�:. " I l : � . ;  � If)n':. under thi � r,lral)rllph 
sh.l l IIOt be d�lc9ald �y the confl l ct re, o l u t ion h�.ring offlcer. 

Th!' con f l i c t  resol u t i on ho::-adnQ o rficrr !-lIi1 1 1  transmit his wri t ten 
recol;r.,enda t l on� d l ofl'J " .. j th .J CtlPY of the rec.ord and tran�cript to the 
S�cretary . UIC' pri nc i J.lal rC'prc5':'nti! t i ve of the State and the tianlger. 
ALo w i th i n  30 c . l en�Jr c.ys fo l l o\·lir.g hi s  rece i pt and cons ideration of 
all written sut:.::lh� i ons and ora 1 prc!lo entat  ions authod zed by Paragraph 
C of thi s  Art i c l e .  

Wi th i n  1 0  cal endar d.ys fol l o,,;nQ receipt o f  the written reco:mrendatlons 
of the confl i ct reso l u t i on hcarin� officer and the record and transcr i p t .  
t h e  Governor a n d  t h e  nan'ger, AlO may submit their own "/rilten COir.tenU 
Ind recot:",Ten�a t i ons to the Secretary whi ch s h a l l  he made a part of the 
record required by Para�rap� E of this Art i c l e .  An infonr .. tion copy 
of .ny such co=.ents .nd reco:;::rendati ons by e i ther party sha l l  be 
tr.nsmi tted to the other party. 

Wi thin  25 ca'endar days follol<ing receipt of the written recoIII!II!ndations 
of the confl i c t  reso l ut i on hearino officer and the record and transcript • 
th. Secretary Sha l l  i s s ue . written dec i s i on on the matter or m.tters 
before hi", .,�ich  sh�l 1 incl ude the basi's in the record for .such decision 
In� sh.ll consti tute fi nal �gency �ction on and resolution of the matttr 
or matters un�er this Agree:::ent. I s s u ; ng a deci s ion under this Paragraph 
may not be deleg�ted b; the Secretary. Copies of the deci s i o n  sh. 1 l  be 
tr.nsmi tted to the Governor .nd th� Manage r .  ALO. 

J. Upon noti fic!t lon to the Secretary under Paragraph A of this Arti c le  
th.t the SUte intends to invoke thi s  Arti c l e .  DOE s h . ll  n ot cO"'oence 

K. 

L. 

any Key Event if the co","encemen t  of such Key Event is incons i stent with 
the concern or concerns of the State ""cer consideration under thi s  Art i c l e  
,,"less spec i f i c a l l y  authorized i n  wri ting by t h e  Secret.ry or .greed to i n  
writing by t h e  Governor. In t h e  event that the Secret.ry decides to 
luthorize DOE to comence .ny Key Event pursuant to the provis ions of this 
Plrlgr.ph, that bTitten authorization Sh. l l  incl ude the bas i s  for SUCh 
deci sion and a co�y of it shal l be transmitted to the Governor .t the 
SIJIIt time that it is transmitted to the lI.n.ge r ,  ALO. The Secretary ... y 
not delegate h i s  euthority under thi s  Paragraph. 

The dec i s i on of the Secretary under Par.graph I of this Art i c l e  sh.l l 
be Impl emented by ODE . 

Not h i ng in thi
'
s Art i c l e  sha l l  preclude the .li thdraw.l . tt the State ' s  

request, of a r.'Iatter from fu'rther cons i deration under thi s  Arti c l e .  

-7-
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M. HothinC in th is Art i C"l e  shnll prcclude! the Stote rrom 5cekinr. writ ten 
publie input at the S t n t c  l('vel which sholl be tron:. m i t ted by thc Stote 
to the conflict resolution t 1 l '1lrinr: orriccr Dnd sholl be m nde port or 
the record rcquirt"d by Pllrof�ruph [. or this Article; provided, howevcr , 
that ncith�r such 50li cit o t i on or input nor the input itsctr shall 
delay the conrtict resolution process bcyond the lime limitations set 
forth in this Article. 

N .  Nothing in Arti de IX shall be construed to be I waiver by the Stlte of 
New Mexico or judicial review or any nna1 egeney aeti ons or the 
Secretary or DOE or or the Secretary's arorementioned written 
authorizations to eom m ence Key Events . 

ARTICLE X - DOE ASSlSTANCE 

The par ti es recognize that in order for the State to comment and make 
recom m endations under this Ar;r eement it must have adequate resourees 
to carry out an independent review 01 WIPP. DOE shall continue to 
assist the State in  obtaining the resources necessary ror the State to 
undertak e  I meaningful independent review 01 the public heallh Ind 
safety aspects 01 WIPP. 

ARTICLE XI - SCOPE OF AGREE�!E"'T -

A. It Is reeognized thlt I num ber of State and U.S. Government egencies, 
In addition to the Task Force and DOE, have jurisdiction over variouS 
matters involving WIPP. This Agreement does not supersede , li mit , 
modify, relinquish or waive the authorities, rights, jurisdio tions or 
responsibiliti es 01 such agencies . The parties recognize that such 
authori t i e S ,  rights , jurisdictions and responsibilities do not 
necessarily remove a matter rrom discussi on . 

B. this Agreement is a binding enforceable Igreement between the State of 
New Mexico and the Department of Energy . The provisions of this 
Agr eement and the .... orking Agreement incorporated herein shall not be 
oonstrued to li mit , mod i l y ,  reli nquish or waive any right which the 
State, the U.S. Government or their citizens may have to seek 
administrative or judicial review of any aclion by the Secretary, DOE 
or the State on any matter relating to any activity conducted in 
connection with the riI?P proj e c t  vurSuililt to any Ilppli cc.bl e regulation , 
law or eonstitutional provision or the State or the United States . 
Nothing In this A�reement shall confer or be deemed to conler any right 
to Judieial review or any action by the Secretary exeept as 'Otherwise 

providcd by ony nppl i enhl e rc'r;l1ht i on t lnw or cons t i t utionnl prnvi .. ions 
or the S t o t e:!  or the Unit e,' Stu t e s .  The cx('("ulion or this f\j�rc(:fM('n' or 
itsetr docs not c(}ns t i t u t ('  Stu\c nrl'rovnl o r  nny :!'ir)f:c i r i e  pnst or 
future action or omission by thc FederRI Government with  respec t to the 
WIPP projcc t . 

IN IHTNF.5S WHEREOF . thc porties have signcd this Acreement In leverll duplicate origin&1s. 

STATE OF NEI� MEXICO UNITED STA,TES DEPARTMENT OF ESERGY 

�M-k�� Governor') I 
.£.LU 

� 3 0 1SS1 
"j � I/ f/ 

(Date) '(Oate) 
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PUB L I C  LAW 96-H.� ( S . 673 ) ;  Oecer.:ber 29, 1979 
DEPARTMENT OF r r:[RGY r:,'TIC':AL SWIR I T Y  MlO Im ITARY ,.PPLI CATIO:IS Of NUCLEAR [I;[RGY AUTJlU;U Z,;T / o:r ACT OF 1980 

TITLE II - C(t;[RAL PROVIS IOIlS 

WASTE ISOLATiON PILOT PLMIT, DELAIIARE BASIIl, NEW MEXICO 
Sec. 213. (a) The Secretary of Energy Sha l l  proceed with the lIaste I sol a t i on P i lot P l lnt conHruction project authori zed to be carried out in the Delaware Bas i n  of southeast I:ew I�e x i c o  (project 77-I3-f) i n  accordance with the author i zat i cn for Such project as mod i f ied by this  section. tlotw i t h s t anding any Other pro v i s i on of l aw, t�e Waste I s o l " ' i on P i l ot P l a o t  i s  au:hori zed as a defense act i v i ty of the Oepl"t>:lent of Energy , adt:li n i s tere1 by the Ass i s tant Secretary of Ene"gy for Defense Programs , for the express p"rp:se of providing a researCh and deve l op,�ent f oc i !  ity to d':::onst""te th. safe d i sposal of rad i o a c t i ve >lastes resu l ti n g  fro::: the cefe",e activities and progra"s of the United Stl�.S exempted from regu l ation by the /luc leer Re." l a tory CO",-:; i s si on .  

' 

(b ) (l )  In carry i ng out such prOjec! , the Secrehry Sha l l  cons u l t  and cooperate w i th the apprcp"i ate off i c i a l s  of the State of Ne" I':exico, with respect to the publ f c  health and safety concerns of such State in reg!rd to SUCh project and Sha l l ,  conSistent with the purposes of subsec t i on ( a ) ,  g i ve coosideration to such conc!!rns and COoperate with such off i c i a l s  in resolving such concerns . The �onsultation and cooperation required by this paragraph shal l be carried out as provided i n  paragraph (2). . 
(2) The Secretary Sha l l  seek to enter into a written agree:nent with the appropri ate of�i c f a l s  of the State of New Mexico,  as provided by the laws of the .state of New /lexico, not l ater than September 30, IgaO, setting forth the procedures under whiCh the consultat ion and Cooperation require1 by paragraph ( I )  sha l l  be carried out. Such procedur e s  sha l l  inc lude as a mi n imum __ (A) the r i .ot of the State of New I'lex i co to cement on, and 1'iI!k.e recor:"l:'lenda t i ons with regard to, the pub l ic health and safety aspects of such project 

Consultation 
and Cooperation 

Written 
agreement 

befnre t he' OCCUrrf'rlCC of (crta l n  key CY('nt� 1(,1,' n l H ird fn thr. f' 'lr ('(:rr, ' " n l : 
( U ) ' pr(I( 'O"Uf l'!"" i nc h:d i n9 '!'.pcc i f ir. . i mp fr.'mL'�, . for th.:- Sl'Crt.'t .lr-y to rt·rt· j v" ,  r:orl�HIf·r. rr· \ o l ve .  Mu1 act upon corr:;c: n l �, ill . I rt'C O,;;::t;f1dJl i ons n • .;rlc h.Y the S t ate of IIL'w I : � " c o ;  " nd 
( C )  procedure5 (or the Secretary and the appropr i a te o f f i c i a l ,  of the S t .te o f  I;.,w r�'-' x i co to per i od i c a l ly rev i ew, amend, or mOd ify the agrccmc n t .  (3) As soon as practi Clble a f t e r  t h e  date o n  which the agreement referred to in paragraph ( 2 )  is entered into by the Secret ary anj the a ppropri ate Off i C i a l s  of the State of Ne" �lexico,  bu t not o,ore than IS days after such dat e ,  the' Secret ary sh. l l  trans,.it t o  th. CO","itte_s on Armed Ser vices of the Senate and th. House of Represen tat i ves copies of Such .g"ee�ent, and a period of 45 d.ys sha l l  e l apse wh i l e Con;ress i s  i n  ses s i on �efor. such agreement becomes effect i ve u n l ess the Co . .,.." i tt_es on Armed Servi ces of the Senate aod the House of REpresentat i ves , i n  wr i t i n g ,  waive a,y portion o f  Such CS-day period. The Secretary sha l l  pro,"ptly notify such cO""'ittees of any amend:ne"t or mo� i f i ca t i o!'l mad;? to such agreement under parasraph (2) ( C ) .  

( c )  N o  Tal< eoacted .fter the date o f  the enactment of this Act s h a l l  be held,  con s i d  .. ed, or construed as alll.ndin�,  superseding,  or otherw i s e  modifyf'ng any pro v i s i on of t h i s  section unless such l aw does so by speC i f i ca l l y  .n� exp l i c i t ly .,.ending, repea l i ng, or superSe;jing t h i s  sec t i o n .  

Approved Decemher 29,  1979. 

Sub:nittal  tQ 
congress iona l 
carmlt t tees 
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TlI'P[tIDIX n 

\.:0r.Y,1 !l.r0';r;.; I rr!:l, rop. r n::'.l il 1 1, T l O"J':::" , Iyol'r 111T 1 0:1 
Thi s  \!o r k i n'1 r'iJrrc:-r":"'It for Con':'.ul t .1 t i on ;,nr1 ( � ol'''r,Hi on form'!. pel r t  of the 

Agreement for C c n s u l  ... .. l t l on " nd (O('l;'lf! r � t l r"ln t'r:h:I' ('n ltll! State of lll'\Ol nl' X i C O  (�t"re iflr'a ft{'r refcrr('d to <'I� t h e  " ::. t il t (· " ) . ao:. r ( 'prc!..cntcd b y  t h e  Chai rma n ,  
Radi oac t i ve \o: a s t c  Consul t a t i on l a -:. k  For ce . a n d  t h e  Un i t ed S t a tes Ucpartr.u�nt of 
Energy ( here i n a f ter rc (t·r rc d to a s "00[ " ) .  t1S rc�rc�cnt('d 1:<:1' the Hananer , 
Albuquerque O;:,e r � t l ons Of f i ce ( here i n a f ter referred to as the "r.ana9cr , I,l(}" ) ,  
and i s  i �en t H i e d  as Ap_end i x  B .  

ARTICLE J - PU,POSE AND P!HtIT 

A. Thi s Work i n g  Agree�ent i s  �es i gned as a dynami c docu::-ent >Ihich s ets forth 
the "/ork. i n9 c e t� i 1 s  of the consul tation and cooperation process conte-p l c: ted 
by the und e r l y i ng A�rf::!rent for CO:1su l ut i on and Cooperati on . The r'ana;er , 
ALO and the 5 t a t e  s h3 1 1  revise thi s Horking Agreement fro� time to ti�e a' 
is agreed to be i.,utu� l 1 y des i r�b'e  to fac i l i tate and rr.axir.:ize the benef i ts 
of the i n te:1t:!ed process of consult�tion and cooper�tion. Any revi s i on 
may be i n i t i ate� at the "ri tten re�uest of e i ther party settin? forth the 
revi sion or rev i s i ons requestet! tc�ether wi th t�e re�son or re�sons therefor 
The other party sha l l  ccnsider the� reql.:ested rev i s i on or revi s i ons , sha l l  
respond t o  t h e  rec=uest i n  ,Ir i t i no a!";�  sha l l  enter into necoti ations i n  ooo� 
faith wi thin  3� days of receipt of the re�uest.  

• -

B. I t I s  agreed that the p,cce" �escri �ed !n this Horking Agree ... ent for t�e 
key Even ts and :ti l estcr.es shal l est�!:;!l i s h  the �eneral pattern to be f01 1 o  ... :e� 
in the cons ul t��;cn an :  COOj:'era ti cr. proces s ,  subj�ct to such ii.;-roverents 
as are dee..-ed ces i ra � I e by t�e port tes ,  for the addi ti ona 1 Key fven�s and 
Mi lestones to be adced to thi s I;or"i"g Agreement . 

ARTICLE 1 1  - GE':E�AL 

A. DOE shal l give prior ,,,.itten not i ce to the Stete of i ts intention to co�-ence 
Key Events identi fied in this lIorki ng Agreerr.ent. 

B. If the State hes any concern or concerns as to publ i c  health and safety , 
the State shal l us e  I t s  best efforts to advise DOE on such concerns or 
concerns "lithin t he t i  ... e frarr.es speci fi ed in thi s \'!orking p.greei':':er.t ; 
provi ded ,  ho"ever, that not,/i thstanding any ti",e fre"'es spe c i f i e d  in thi s  
Working Agree�ent , the Stete may a t  any ti ",e advise DOE o f  I ts concern or 
concerns a s  to publ i c  he�l th and safety. I t is rec09ni zed , however, that 
the s tatus of I: I P P  at the t i ,.e the State rai ses a concern I'Iay i n  i tsel f  
place a l imit o n  DOE ' s  abi l i ty to accom!1odate the concern. 

C. The Sta te Md DOE sha l l  d i scuss the State connerots ,11 th a vie" to'lard 
provi d i ng c1 a r i  f i c a t i o n  and s a t i s fy i nS any concerns ttle State rr,ay have 
as to publ i c  h e a l t h  and s ofety . It is reco�ni zed that thi s sha l l  be an 
ongoi ng proces s ,  w i t h  a l l  reasona b l e  efforts bein� made to r�sol ve the 
"",tter by both part i e s  et the l owest level of local  authority. 

D. In the- event th,)t �cti\ln<; unr!!' ... r.'r.lllr.llIh C of t h l �. I' r t  ic1r do not 
sat 1 '> f y  th(' S t .l t r ' !, C('IH trn nr ( 111)(, ,"'n', d'� t i)  1 ftl' (Hil d i e  h" ,i l t h  t)llr1 
safety , the prO'll�'On� of "rt l c h- IX of the UlUll'r I,v 'fl': A�ln·I ·.m!nt :.hd l 1  
b e  followed. 

£. Th� partie� rcco')ni z e  that prior con�ul t a t i on cannot be carried out 
for those Y-('y [vl,nts or ni l t"stones that h.we a l ready corrt:lenct'd or been 
tOlnl'1lrted, such as l i tl e 1 de� i 'Jn . Howpve-r. the State I'ilay CO:lJT.ent and 
IIIolkc rcco� .. nendations on Key Events Ind Hi l e'tones co"'pleted or unden<ay.  

F. Where a State or rederal permi t i s  I prerequi site to any ac tion  by DOE 
(e. g. , acces s  road s ,  s i te devel o�",ent or di.charce o f  pol l utants ) ,  th�t 
action shal l not be carried out unt i l  the appropri .te permit has been obtained. 

G. The data, reports and other m.terlll to be furnished to the State by 
DOE and to DOE by the State for each r." Event after co."..ncement of 
that Key Event sha l l  be as agreed to by the �lanlger ALO and the Stat e .  
Each such aore."'ent shal l b e  reflected in  . ..  ritten modification t o  thi s 
Working Agr;'e�,ent . 

ARTICLE I I I  - SAHTY PIALVSIS REPORT 

A. The Safety AnalysiS r.tport (SAR) , IS ..... nd.d from t lr::e to time , consti tutes 
the most co",prehensive dccu",ent concerning WIPP both in  general and 
speci fical ly  as related to p"bl i c  htalth and safety IS wel l as other matters. 
The SAR is  a dyr.amic docu:rent describing a l l  aspects of the WI PP des i gn and 
shall b� a�ended by 'lay o f  revi s i on and additions throughout the entire 
WIPP project. The dearee 'of detai l provided i n  thi s Arti c l e  a i ds in the 
nepoti ation of Articl ; I V  of thi s Worki n� Agree,,"n t .  

B. DO E  shal l  furnish t o  the State t h e  various ch.pters of the SAR and a",end",ents 
to the SAR in order to afford the State �oth the opportuni ty to revi e'l these 
chapters and e� .• nd�.nts Ind tht opportunity to express to DOE any publ i c  
heal th and safety concerns the Stitt r.I, ha.... I t  I s  Inticipated that the 
furni shing of this  mHeri a l , the StltI ' s  revi ew ,  the Stlte ' s  cor.rnents and 
reccnmendltions and DOE ' s  r,sponse shi l l  b, In onqoing process in  accordonce 
with the procedures identified in Parl,rlphs C and 0 Of Art i c l e  II Of thi s 
Working Agree:r.ent. Th. Stlte shill b. represented by the Di rector of the 
State ' s  Environ",ental Ev.luation Grou, in IIltttrS relatin� to review o f ,  
and conrnents and rlcomnendltions on ,  the SAR Ind lmendments and references 
thereto. 

C. The SAR shal l contain the fol l owi ng ateri il : 

Chapter I - Introduction ,nd General Description 

This chapter provides an overview of  IIIPP and sets forth general infor .... ti on on specifiC features of \/ l ' P .  Incl uded I s  information on : 
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1. Locot Ion; 
Z. M i �s 1 0n : 3. Org.,n il.,Uon; 4. F ae f l i t i co;, ... both �urf .!�r. and tlnrfcrqround; 5. Opc·r: t i ons .. 1 nc l u�i n ... rl'tr h'v .) l ; and 6. Research tnd Deve l or","nt progr.,m, . 

Chapter 2 - Sit.  Charactrr h t l c s  

Informat ion I s  I nc l uded I n  the fol low i ng areas : 

1. 
. 2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 
,. 

10. 
il. 

Goography and Denography - Including det a i l s  on location, site 
descr iption. trar r ic p.tterns, popu l a t i on distribution, land and 
wlter uses and agr icul ture; 
I/urby Industri a l ,  Transport ation and M i l i tary F.c l l ities _ 
Including current as we l l  as growth projections; . 
Meteorology - Including regional c l imatology, local meteorolo:lY, 
lIIelsure:::ent pro;ra"s , d i ffUSion est imates, paleocl i'Datol01Y an1 
C l lmat l c  chano�s; 
Surface Hy:lrojo;y - Including a hydrologic description, fl oods , 
d&:. f a i l u re s ,  effl "eots an� chemic al/biological cOOlposltion Of 
adjacent water courses; 
Subsurface Hyerol ogy - includ i n g  ground water systems, 
uti l ization an:l "'�n l t oring;  
Regional Geology - Incl"d i ng physi ography. geomorphology, 
history. strat i graphy, l i thology. �ectonlcs and plelstocen! 
cl imate of the site region; 
Site Geol ogy - Inc l ud i ng further deta i l s  for the Site simi l ar to 
6 above; 
Vibratory Ground fl,ct lo, - Inc l udi n g  seismicity,  tectonic 
activity and potent ial  for etrthqua�es; 
Surface Fau l ting - InclUd i ng di scuss i ons of capable faults and 
resul ts of Investigations to date; 
Stabi l i ty of Subsurface Materi a l s  and Foundations _ Including 
.aterlals  properti e s ,  soil  and rock characterls.tlcs. ground 
water, design criter i a  and Instrumentat ion: and 
Slope Stab i l i ty - Including b?rlng logs . 

Ch'pter 3 - Prlncloal Deslon Criteria 

Specifically addressed art criteria on: 

1. Definition of misS ion - Including waste characterlzltlon, 
rep�sltory functlons , . storage clPac lt les, retrievabll ity and 
by-product s ;  . 2. Structurll Ind mechlnicil d�s l gn - Inc lulling wind, tornado, 
flood, blCkf l l l ,  missile,  seismi c ,  snow, thermal and soil 
erosion; 3. Safety protection criteria - Including confinement ,  hlndllng, 
emplace"'ent, retr i evll , 1.lre, explosion, radiologicsl , 
crlt l c i l l ty Ind m i ne safety: 

4. DC!.i!}n c 1. ,�. :; j f ic .' t i n" - irt!"" lud ln!) ("'{ l n i t i on of r1'.�'ii !}n r. 1 a-:.�.t.'!. 
.nd !.,:v("rc n�' l Ilr." (·YI·n t -:. ;  ;lnet 5. D�c Olml j 'i s l (1ni n{j - i l"lc l urJ i fH) drcnnti!'TIi n.l t i {ln , It.lck f i l l inlJ,  S�l l i ng , rcconJ nM l nt l:n.:mCl' lIn.1 s i te rftJrkcrs. 

Chapter 4 - Plant O�' i Q" 

This chapter providos a detai l od f .c l l i ty deSCription. This chapter 
sha l l  be "'ore froquent 1y up�'ted t � �n aoy other SAP. c�.pter :� 
ref lect the ongoing de s i gn and con.truclion processes . I nc l uded are 
det a i l s  on: 

1. Locltlon det a i l s ;  2.  Surface f ac i l i t i es . Including a l l  bu i l d i ngs for waste handl i ng 
and Support func t i �"s; 3. Shifts and subsurface fac i l i t i es _ Includln1 s�afts and storage 
and experimental lrelS; 4. Servlc! and u t i l ity sy,te"" • Including vent i l at i on,  e l ect r i ca l ,  
fin protection, \taste water, salt  handling, radwastl!, 
transportation ,  a h .rr.'lS , r:'.a intenance, cOr.1pressed air and 
underground fue 1 ;  5. Emphce",ent and Retri eval - Including equipment for a l l  waste 
forms; �l"Id 

6. Underground excavation equl p",ent - Including mi ners , roof 
bo l ters, etc. 

Chapter 5 - Process De,criotion 

This chapter describes the processes ut i l ized I n  trlnsport ing, 
handl i ng .  e:::p l !, i n, and retrieving 1111 waste forms . Processes 
diScussed Include: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 
6. 

7. 8. ,. 

Contact-handle1 (CH) waste hlndl ing; 
Rem�te-�andlej (RH) waste handling; 
Experimental handl ing; 
Pl ant generated radwaste: 
General processes - Including I nstrumentat i on ,  crltlCl l l ty 
safety and waste logging: • 
Underground excavat i on - Includ i ng methods of .. ater l a l s  
han�l1ng, vent i l a tion and backf i l l :  
Control room; 
Analytical  Sar.:� l I ng; and 
Retr1evabi l I ty of al l waste forlllS .  

Chapter 5 - Radiat ion Protect ion 

This chapter i s  provided to address DOr requlre"'ents and exl s t i n 9  
federal hl<s governing occu� 3 t innal expnsure" IS " e l l  IS to provide 
1nforma�lon on norm.l oper�tion dose consequences . I nforma t i on 
provided Includes: 
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1. A\ low .'. rI..,..nn .,! , ly .ch i c  •• bl c (AlAnA); 2. Rad l il t lun �1"H l · · '. �  3 .  Rt\d i ,ll ; on prCllfor t l on ;  4 .  On- !. i tr do�e 'P .. ' ( �, ·.l'1'll'nt; S. Rild i o l c � i ( ," t!l ' . t rnl prol)r.lm; ... nd 6. Off -s i tc do,o ."c"mont . 

Chapter 7 - AccJ.�� 

This chapter pro.id�s the e.alu.tion of potent i .l Impact on pub l ic 
health and safety of cperational accident' wh ich could ros" l t  I n  
off-site rad iological  releases. Spec if ica l l y  Included are: 

1. Accident c l a s s i f i cations; 2. Source terms an1 analytical met�ods; al>d 3. Accident des cr i pt i o"s and actual analyses. 

Chaeter 8 - lona Term Was te holatlon Assessment 

This chapter covers the long term impact on pub l i C  h�a1th and saf�ty 
following decomm i s S i on i ng and s i te control termi nation. Incly1ed are :  

1 .  Identification o f  potential CQ::lllunicatlon .,odes; 2. "odel l ng mtthods ;  and 3. Con$lquence analyses . 

Chapter g - Con�'Jct of O?erat Ions 

This chapter provides I nformation on faci l i ty oper Hlons spec ifically 
including: 

1 .  Organl zatlo·nal structure; 2. Accept!"c! t'!sts; 3. . Training; 4. Operatlr.g procedures ;  5.  Securi ty; and 5. [ ..... gencl es . 

Chapter 11) - Operat Ino l imits
· 

and Controls 

This chapter provides l imits on operation based on preservation of the assumptions used In the design and s afety a�alyses. Spec ifical l y  
covered are: 

1. Design limits _ I nclud i ng hut generation rates, waste content 
and cont a l n�rs; 2. O;1eratin; l i",it s 0"1 sune i l l anci requi rements - Including 
l IlIIl ts on conveyances . loading, underground fuel storage and 
backf i l l ;  3 .  Des i gn features; 

4. Admini str.l t t vr (on t ro l �. ;  i'lncf s. Cui ctl" i nc" � fu" tJll' (1I ,\,,",1 1 1 nl) ()r",ln1 7 .1 ti on � inc 11Jdifaf"J mrmitnrlnl) 
in�tru:1;(·nld t itl n .  C: iL- l t r  Iloll pu'll'r �.y·.lut'" .Hld t d d l  i t i c:.. . 

Ql,''p'tcr 1 1  - Ou.).1.1..t;:'::·:·.,,!:.� 
This chaptrr prov, d('� i n form,ltion on nrn(' m i 7 a t i on.ll and admi n i s trative 
programs durinq s i t e  i n\'e� t ;��ti on . dc!. i c;n , con�truction and operation .  
Qual i ty As�urance prOl"'rl!:'r:S a r c  prc!.l:n trd for each of the primary 
contracting orSlnl za t i on> as ... 1 1  as DOL 

A'tTlCLE IV • KEY [I'ElITS MID ASSOCIATED Im �STC::[S 

Where a Key Event has already co"",enccd or been co�=· leto1 . D�E shal l ,  
I t  the State ' s  request,  revi ew \ii th the State the lnfcrr::.l t i on al ready 
furni shed by 00. to the State .n� previde such ,u�,l o-�r.t.ry i nforna tl on 
IS may be agreed u�on. I t  is recogn i zed, h:l ..... � '  .. � r .  t�,�t C-::: ' s  abi l i ty 
to resDon.:! to any oa�tiC1.rl a r  St�t� cconcern liJy r-e l i,:"i t�c:! a fte r the 
conwr.eecerr.ent or co:::p l e t i on o f • �ey Event or Hi l e ; t�.)c .  

A. DRAFT E�'VI ROm:EIITAL EV;'LU;'T10:1 (al ready cor.,::er.ced) 

B. 

1. Issuance Of Geolcgi cal Charact!rizotlcn P.eport - GCR 

this background �o:u"'ent has �.e" f.rnlshed to the Stue. 

2. Issuance Of  Draf: Envi ronr..er.:al I"pact State:::ent 

(a) (b) 
(c) 

DOE has furnis�ed thi s d::c-ent to t�e Sta:e. 
The State h�s rev i eT!ec lr.':: co::-::-e:.ted i n  acccrd!�ce ..... i ti': 
DOE has acknc ... ;ied�ed thE: S:ate ' s  CC.7.!:-.ts �ft�r t".:l i c i n ;  
.dd1tl�nal hearings at tr . •  S�ate ' s  re,"e,t . 

PRELlHIt:ARY EI;GI�EERING - TITLE I (al ready co:>:::enced) 

t. Conceptual Desl;n And Design Cr i teri a  

The State has been furnished t h i s  documentation. 

2. Title I Des ign Repor t 

I;E;>t.. 

(a) 
(b) 

The State has been furnished the technical portions of the 
Title I design report. 
DOE sha l l  furni sh any suppl ements to these portions >:hen co:':pl eted. 

3. Issuance Of Safety Analysis Report ( Sf.R) For T itle  I Des ig n  

(a) The State has been furnished the SAR I n  five volumes. 
(b) The State ' s revie" is in progress .nd sh.ll be an·  on��i ng 

process. 
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(c)  

(d)  (e) 
OO[ 1 <  re.pondin9 and 'hal l continue to respond to the St.lte ' s  conll1"'n t �  . . Con·. u l t 'I I �,nn '.t..I 1 1  ront in, ,'" , 
DO[ - l n l t l o..l tnJ UI,:r'Jl''', to the SAH �.ht11 1 fol lo\'I thh �.Jn,(!' on�oin!J procC'�� . 

C. fiNAL ['IVI ROr;:·�[NTAL LI'Al ur,T 1011 ( o l ready co."n'nced) 1 .  DOE �ppl ic.tions ror State  And Federal Permi ts Or �pprova1 s  
DOE sha l l  transmit copies  of appl ications and Supporting docun:entat ion to the St.te at time of appl icat i on .  

2. Issuance Of F inal  Environ",ental Impact Statement (FEIS) 
OOE Shal l furnish  copies to the State at the time of approval by the Secretary. 

D. SITE AND PRELIMINARY DESIGN VAL IDATION (SPOV) CO:/STRUCTJOr: 1 .  Institutiona l ( For Info",..at ional Purposes). 
(a )  
(b)  
(c) 
(d ) 
( �) 
(f)  

FE IS and P.ecord of Deci s i on Any required BU1 coo;>erative agreement Any required right-of-way acqui sition Any l eases that are requi red 
Al l appl ications for stHe and Federal A l l  approved State end Federal permits 

on land use 

permits and cl�arances and charances 2. SPOV DeS ign 

3. 

Any State co","!nts as to publ ic.  health and safety concerns Sha l l  be provided to the ODE �IPP Project �ana£er wi thin 60 calendar days after recei?t of decu;r.entation from DOE. DOE shal l respond to the State co"",ents .. i th i n  30 calendar deys after receipt of such cor.rnents. Nothing herein sha l l  pr�clude further disCUSSions of the matter or .ny updates prepared by DOE. P.e:soneble ti",e fra"'es for State co"",,er.ts and OOE respons� to any DOE updates shal l be as negotiated by the principal representatl ves of the parti es . !�l 
(c) 

DeSign cri teria 
SPOV experimental program su"",ary (SAR amendment - see Article  I I I ,  Paragraph C ,  Chapter 1 ,  Item 6 )  Technical portions o f  the SPDV design (furnslhed a s  d i screte construction contract packa�es) 

Noti fication (For Informational Purposes) 

(a) 

(b) 

30 cal ."d!r dey Mti ficHion prior to site mobil i zation of first SPDV ·construction contractor Basel ine SPDV schecul�  sUr.'�l1ary 

·wtierever documents are i ndicated in this Workln? Agreement as being furnished "for i nforma tiona 1 purposes " ,  the furnishi ng of the document: Is Intended to provide backqround i nformation  for other 'Ii l es tones or K�y Events .  'hi lc  the State need not furnish cOll7llent s .  the State "lay discuss such documents wi th DOE under this I/orkin� A�reement . 

£. DETAILED D[S I GN - T I l L E  I I  

1 .  TITLE I 

(I) Title I design padagc 
DOE has pro.idod this docunent'tlon to the State. Any State C","",cnts i s  to  [>\Ihl ic  hco l t h  .,nd safety concerns sha l l  be prov;ded to the (lQ[ W l rp Projf"ct f�dnilqer within . cal endar days a fter receipt of docu�cntation from DOE . oOE sha l l  respond t o  the State corr.-;:ents " i th i n  calendar days after receipt of such co�"'ents.  Nothino hemn sha l l  preclude further di scuss ions of the , .. ttet or Iny updates prepared by DOE. Reasonable ti"'e fromes for Stlte co�nts and DOE response to any DOE vpdates sha l l  .e os nepoth ted by the principal representatives of the parties . 

(b) Title I desl;n crlterll 
DOE has prOvided thi s  document to the Stlte. Any State comments IS to pu�1 i c  hulth and .. ftty concerns sha l l  be provided to the DOE �1JPP ProjfCt �ana9.r within cllendar days after receipt of docur.:entotion from DcE .  DJE sharrres�ond to the State co"",ents with i n  _ cllen�lr days Ifter receipt of such co"",ents . Nothin9 herein Sho l l  pr*cl �de furth�r di sCUSSions of the matter or any updU" pre?e,ed by DOE . Rtuonlble time frames for State CO�ents .nd DOE res?onse to ar.y COE U;>dltts shal l  be as negotiated by th� principal reprts�nt.ti v�s of the p,rtlu. 

(c )  Wast� .cc�pianct cri teria 

DOE has pro.ide� thi s �OCU!:1entitlon to the State. Any State co""'�nts IS to ,,"�l I c  htllth .nd sofety concernS sha l l  be provided to the OOE WIPP 'roj�ct I1.ln .. er within calendar days aft.r receipt of documentltion from 10£.. DoE sh.l l respond to the State co""'ents within c.lendlr d.ys .fttr rtcelpt of such co"",ents. lIothl ng here i n  iIii1 1  precl ude furthtr discussions of the matter or any updates prtp.r�d �y DOE. �usoMble tll:ll! fromes for State co,""ents .nd OOE respons� t. Iny 00£ updates sh.ll be IS negotiated by the prlnclp,l r�pr.sentltives of the plrties. 
(d) SAR amendments 

R�asonable ti"'t l imits for Stat� review .nd co"",ent and the correspon;jin� DO:: r�5�cnse !=> t�� St�te sha l l  be l!;Jreed upon between the State ,nd the D\lE WIPP Project ManaQer for each amendment.  . 

'Wherever in this .orki ng Agr�,ment tim� r�qulr_nts Ire l eft blank , I t  Is intended that such r�quin1ments be negotiated by the principal representatives Of the parti es . 
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2. Ins t i t u t ion.ll ( F,.r In forn;J t i onal rurl'ooc, ) 

rE1S and Record (If OC'c 1 5 i on ( furni�l,cd for i nformJ:tinndl purposes 
under· IV . D. 1 .boyr) 

3. Notification (For I n format i onal ?urpo�e, ) 

Perio�ic �rogrr" rrports . if any. for SP9'1 

F. CONSTRUCTIO:: OF CO:1STRuCTl O:r EXHAUST AND SALT H.�NOLHIG SHAFT 

The fol l owing r:i l es tenes are currently estab l ished for this Y.ey Event. 
Addi tional f!i 1 es tones . tegether >li th reasonable  tir.·. l il:lits for State 
eor.ment and DJE respen.e. sha l l  be negotiated in the future. as ap;>ropri a t � .  

1.  T i tle  I I  

2. 
(a )  Technical portions of the Title I I  des i gn pac�ase (b) Title  I I  ar,en��.ents to the SAR 

Insti tutional (For Inforr:;.tion!l Purposes) 

I:l le )  
(d) 
(e) 

Fede"l l an� .·!i thdra>lal 
St.te l and acoui s i  �ion 
Lease acqu;s ; :;on 
All  appl ications for State .nd Fede"l perMi ts and clearances 
A 11 approved SU te and Fecer.l penr.i ts and cl earances 

3. Prel imin�ry Geotechnica' Sui tabi l i ty Deter,:;lnatlon 

(a) !�l l:l 
(f) 

Tectonic  stab i l  i ty 
Deep dissol utien 
lIesional h;lGrology 
S i te structural stabi l i ty 
brine reservoirs 
Breccia pipes 

4. Prel l .. inary Transportation £v.luation 

(.) Radio 10Si c� 1 impocts und�r nonnal condit ions (b) Raciolcgical i:::;>acts under accident condi tions 

5. Prel iminary E.ptrkental Pr09ram 

Prel iminary h i gh level .,aste experimental �lan 

6. NotificaHon (For Informatiooal Purposes) 

(�)  (b)  
(e) 

Progress reports on S�DV 
At l east 30 cal en�" day ODE net i f i cation to the State prior to 
s i te mob i l  i zation of construction  contractor 
Basel ine schedule su"",ary 

G.  COflSTRUCl I OIl Of  v[ln I l f,TJQII SUPPLY Mm  �[I!V I C [  slinn 

The fol 1 0\i'in!'! r11 1 o:"�. t �lll·\ Jrc c:urrrnt l y  c o;!.abl i ':.t.l'd for t h i '!.  rr·y EYl'nt . 
AdcJi t i on']l �:l l r ':o 1.f,:'l· . : . •  t o!.Jr·tlwr ',� i 1 h  l"(,,)',(ln:iI, l e  t i ll;� l imits for !-ttJtf' 
CQnr.lent and COl rc�pcno;c, shal l be nCYClt lo 'l tcd in the future ,  a!. appropriate.  

1 .  Title II  

(I)  Technical �ortions of the l i tel I I  des i gn pac�age (b) Title  I I  .�.end�ents to the SAP. 

2. Notification (For Infor",tional Purposes ) 

(a) Progress rrports on SPDV (b) At least 3D cal endar day DOE notifi cation to the State prior to 
s ite mob i l i zat ion of construction contractor (e) Basel ine schedule su�'nary 

H .  COnSTRUCTION OF liASTE HAIIDLl r:G BUILDING 

J .  

The fol l o,dng rlnescnes are currently establ ished for this Key Event. 
Addi tional r·!nestone •• tooether >li th reasonabl e time l iMits for State 
eonr.:ent and DOE respons e . '  shal l be negotiated in the future. as appropriate. 

1. Title II  

(a) Technical portions of the Title  I I  desi gn package 
(b) Title II amencr.;ents to the SAR 

2. Notification (For I nformation;l Purposes ) 

(a) Progress reports on SP9V (b) At l east 30 cal endar day DOE notification to the State prior to 
site mobi l i zation of construction 'contractor (e) Basel ine schedul e  su"",ary 

UrlO£RGROUrrD OEVELOprlENT 

The fol l owing �nestones are currently establ ished for thi s  Key Event. 
Additional Hi l estones. together wi th rusonable time l imits for State 
eo"",ent anc DOE response. sha l l  be ne90tiated in the future . as appropriate. 

1. Title 1 1 
(a )  Technical portions of the Title  11 design package 
(b) Title 11 arnend;:,ents to the SAR 

2. Notificotion (For Informational Purposes) 

��l 
(e) 

Progress reports on SPOV 
At least 30 calendar day ODE notification to the State prior to 
site mobi l i zation of construction contractor 
Basel ine schedule  su"",ary 
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J. CONSTnUCTlOII or [I:l RGn;cy r.[/l[l:rd6n r.Ul lnJ/IG 

Thf! fol lo"tin'1 '�i lr·r.t(Jn('5 ifrc curr('ntl .v ("·. t "I I1 i !".h�d for this rt'y E vent. 
Add i t ion" l r l i l l'�. tor1(·:" to'lt'tller w i t h  n'o.!'.oll,d . ) (· t ime l im i ts for State 
colt.llcnt ilnd OO( rc:..�'on:; (' ,  sllJ l l  Le ncyot id l{"d in  the future, as 
appropri at e.  

1.  Ti tl e  II  

Ca)  Technical portions of tho Title I I  design package Cb) Tit le  I I  a�endments to the SAR 

2. Noti fication CFor Infonnational Purposes) 

Ca) Pr09ress reports on SPDY Cb) At l east  30 C31enda, day DOE notification to the State prior 
to s i te ".obil  i zotion of construction contractor 

' 

Cc)  Base l i ne schedule s""""ary 

K. CO�:STRUCT ION OF lIASTE SHAFT 

l. 

The fol l owing Mi lestones are currently establi shed for this Y.ey Event. 
Additional ":i l estones , to;ether with re.sonabl e  time l imits for State 
eonment and DOE response ,  sho l l  be ne.otioted in the future, as 
appropri ate. 

1. Title I I  

C a )  Technical portions of the Title " design package 
Cb) Title II a"endMents to th� SAR 

2. Noti fication CFor !nformational Purposes) 

f�l 
Ce) 

Progress reports on SPDV 
At least 30 calen�ar day DOE notification to the State prior 
to site o:obi l ization of construction contractor 
S.sel ine schedul e  sumr.ary 

CONSTRUCTION OF STORAGE EXHAUST FILTER BUILDING 

The fo11O\<ing Milestones are currently establi shed for this Key Event. 
Addi tional I-:i l estones, together with reasonable time l imi ts for State 
eonment and DOE response, sha l l  be negotiated in the future , as 
appropria te. 

1. Ti tle " 

Ca) TeChnical portions of the Title II design package Cb) Title II amend",ents  to the SAR 

2. Notification (For Informational Purposes) 

Ca)  Cb) 
(e) 

Progress reports on SPDY 
At l east  30 cal endar day DOE noti fication to the State prior 
to s i te mobil hat ion of construction contractor 
Sasel ine schedul e  sunmary 

.1. COI'lPllTr1l 1 11',11.1  I f, T I Ii:1 J on TII[ rACll I T I l �  ALfII:l1. CUlI1J:OL Alln 
tlON I T O H i llG �Y, 1U:; 
Th� fol 1 owino r�i l f.' � �crW!i Jrl' ctJrrrr t l y c�t . I ! I1 i �hrd for this  Y.,'y [vrnt. 
Addi tionJ t H ih,� ton(": .. to!]eUI('r with r(,J!.Olh)btc time l imi t$ for Stdte 
comr.ent and DOE respon�ef !..h .. 1 l 1  b e  n�gotl c1t("d i n  the future, as 
appropri ate. 

1. Title " 

(a) Technical portions of the Title " design package (b) Tit le " .fl'endments to the SAR 

2. Site  E.ergency Response 

Site er..ergency response manual 

3. Noti fication (For Inforll'.ati onal Purposes) 

(a) Progress reports on SPDY (b) At least 30 cal endar daj DQE noti fication to the State prior 
to s i te ",oo i l  i zaticn of construction contractor 

(c) BaseHne schedule sUl:'",ary 

N. OPERATIONS 

1 .  Fin.l Faci l i ty 

Any State cOl!1,r.ents as to pub l ft  health and safety concerns sha l l  be 
provided to the DJE ,IIPP Project 11anager wi thi n  calendar days 
after receipt of docu",entation fro., DOE. COE shill respond to the 
State corments >li thin calendar days after receipt of such coments. 
I/othing herei n  shal l precl ude further d.iscussions of the matter or 
any updates prepared by ODE. Reasonable ti",e frames for State cClr.l1!ents 
and DOE response to any DOE updates shal l be as negotiated by the 
principal representatives of the parties. fa )  Final facil ity amendments' to the SAR 

b Operating procedures el Final s i te e.,ergency response manual 
Cd) Final waste acceptance cri teri. 

2. Pre-Operational Testing 

Any State comments as to publ ic heal th and safety concerns shal l  be 
provided to the ODE \{I PP Project 11anaoer within calendar days 
after receipt  of docu",entation from ODE. DOE shill respond to the 
State co"",.rots ,Ii thin  calendar days after receipt of such comment s ,  
Nothing here i n  sha l l  precl ude further di scussions o f  the matter or any 
updates prepared by D�E. Reasonable time frames for State comments and 
DOE response to any ODE updates sha l l  be as negotiated by the principal 
representatives of the parties. 

Pre-operat ional tes t reports 
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3. f i na l  Tril l l�rorl.\l i on [vt.lluJt ion 

(a)  

(b) 
(e)  

Opp;)r tIT:rnt of Tr;lno:. ror t .) t l on C('rt i f l C I1 l lOn{!;)  of !;hippin'J ca�H s )  

( for i n for:' I t i nn.11 p1tTrl1��(·':. )  
S a fety AnolY', i o  kf<port ( s )  Oil P" cL" q i n� ( 5ARP) 

Infonna tion on the mode of tran�vort tlnd routing as avai lable 

4. Final hper;r:;cntal Program 

High level waste experirr.cntal plan and schedul e  

5. "ot l fi cation (For Informational Purposes) 

(a) 

(b) 

(e) 

Seven cal endar day notification prior to RH/CH TRU and h i gh level 

was te retri eVilbi 1 i ty demons trat ion 
Seven cal encar day noti fi cation prior to expected start of 

operations ( i  ,e . •  recei p t  of first waste) 

Peri od i c  progreSS rfports on ful l faci l i ty construction and 

SPDV experiments 

RETRIEVASIL ITY CECIS10tI FOR TRU WASTE 

The fol l owing �li l es tones are currently establ i shed for this Key Event. 

Addlti  onal Hi 1 es tones , together >Ii th reasonob I e  time 1 imlts for State 

comnent and DOE response. sha l l  be negotiated in the future. as appropriate. 

1. Faci l i ty Perfor:r.ance Eval"ation 

2. Status Of Experkental Prograr.:; (Especi ally Borehole Plugsing) 

3. Final Geotechni cal 5ui tabi l i ty Deter!'!i notion (Update Of Preliminary 

Determination I ncorporat i ng Any Additional Data Acquired) 

4. Final Retrieval Plan ( I f  Retrieval Is Requlre�) 

P. HIGH LEVEL WASTE RETRI EVAL AND SHIPPING 

The fol l owing Mi lestones are currently establ i shed for this Key Event. 

Addi tional Mi lestones, together with reasonable ti",e l imits for State 

ecnrnent and DOE response. shal l be negotiated i n  the future, as appropriate. 

,. Decor.m! ss loni ng And Decont.minatlon Pl an For Experimental Faci l i ty 

Un�erground P.rea 

2. Transportation 110des r.nd Routes (AS Ava i l able)  

Q. DECONTAI"INATIOti AND DECO:';mSJ ONWG 

The fo l l owing l"i lestones are currently establ i shed for this Key Even t .  

Addi tional I;i l e s tone s .  tose:her wi th reesonable time l imits for State 

eooment and DCE respons e .  shal l be negoti ated i n  the future. as appropriate. 

1 .  Decommissioning Plan  ( I ncl uding Borehole PluS9in� And Decontamination 

Of Surface Faci l i ties)  

2.  Monitoring P l an 

3. 

4. 
Site Control Tc r", ; n"tion Plan 

Retrieval Of last Experimental Waste 

5. Shi pment Off.i te Of last Experionental li.ste 

6. Publ i c  Health And Safety Radi a tion Standard. Plan 

ARTIClE V - I KT ERPRETAT ION A�I� I�PlEI-:EfITAT ION 

This Working Agree:::ent sha l l  be i nterpreted and impl emented In a manner cons istent 

with the underlying Agreer:-ent. 

MAR 2 4  1988 
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COMPlt F.l n:N�l\'l: TO P IC fl L  H l:I'OIITS 'rn 1'1: �t flflr: flVflll,flnLE TO 
lNVIHO:;:,l i .:nAI. r:v.� l. t;,\TtOl; ' ; l « l UI '  l l l ;FO H E  Ti l E  

DECISION T O  CONSTltUCT T i l E  1'[H,\t A N ENT illil'OSITOltY 

1. Deep Di�solution: includinG' aU available pertinent up-lo-date data and 

argument. ror and agoinst the hypothesis oC decp dissolution In the Delaware 

Buln and Its potential eCCect on WIPP. 

2. Disturbed Zone: Including all available pertinent up-to-date data and 

analyses or the nature, extent and potential signiCicance to the reposi tory . 

3. Breccia Pipes: including all available portinent up-to-date data and 

analyses concerning the existence oC breeeia pipes In the basin and the reeC , 

potantlal ror ruture breeeia pipe developmen t ,  and their signHlcance to WIPP. 

t. DMG Hydrologv: Ineludlng aU available pertinent up-to-date data and 

analyses or the hydrologic charac teristic , ,eochemistry, potential and rates Cor 

.... t removal, and directions or Clow -and possible comm unication with other 

aqulrers e . , . , ree( aquICer , San Andres Limestone aQulrer and .hallow aqulrers . 

s. Regional Hydrol ogv: Includln, aU available pertinant up-to-date data and 

analyses or the rachar,e and dlschar,e area, now times and interconections oC  

aquJr e n  near tha site. 

e. Natural Ruo"rees: Includin, dataUed plans to control racovery or potash 

and hydrocarbons without dlsturbin, the repOSitory, and tha evaluation oC 

poten Ual consequances oC these plans . 

f. Results oC SPDV Site Vali dation EXDerlm ents: Including all pertinent 

results and analyses oC experim en ts as listed in WIPP-TME-2975, pp. 15-16.  

8. Plans Cor SPDV Design V.lid.t ion: Updated , detailed plans and rationale Cor 

the proposed design validation experiments as outlined in TME-3058 and TME-3063. 

9 .  n�sul t s  of 5POV nt"<;��.I�E!! .. !!-.r�,.�: imf"n_� Includi nr. all pertinent 

results Gild unnly�c£ of C'xper i m e n ts os ogr eed t"y DOE and EEG . ( F urther rrsults 

. 
to be later provi ded per notc bel o w .  

10. Plnns (or Si m ul n ted WAstr.S F.:II:pcr imc-nts: Updated ,  detailed plans and 

rationale for the proposed e :ll:peri m cnts.  

11.  Resul t� of Simul a t e d  W 8 � t e  E :II:per i m en ts: lneluding all pertinent results and 
. 

analyses oC experim ents as arreed by DOE and EEG • 

°
NOTE: To be completed prior to the 45 day review period and prior to the 

deelsion to proeeed as set Corth in Paragraph 5 oC the Order. 
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ADDITION /'I. 1�IVF:;"'lr, "\Tlf)::!,". 1'111' fll'SUI.'r.> OF W I I Jr l l  TO 111' ��;\lm 
AVf\lLf\lJl.1: TO l ·: � I V m () · ; '.li:�l'r·\L 1·:V.\ l . u ATt()N ( : H () U 7'  nEFOT: !,: 

THE DEC1SIOll TO Cm;S"' IweT Till': I'EIDI M ' l;Wr llLi'osrrOll Y 

1. Test Bri ne Rcsr.r\·oir in n�rormQtion 1.on�! Reopen ERDA!"6 and allow it to 

flow Cor at lo.s\ 1 0  days to m easure the deplotion oC prossure at regular 

Interval. In this well , and It aooe.S oan be obt�lnod, In Pogo I I  Cedoral 

well. Perform other necessary tests to determine the size, age, origin ,  and 

possible associ ation with aquif ers or other brine pockets. 

2 .  Report on Brine Reservoirs: Provide a eomprellensive topical report en 

avallable in!orme.tion concerning brine reservoirs in evaporite beds found in 

the Delaware Basin Inol uding the results oC tests on ERDA-6.  This should 

Include avsilable information on the loeation, sizes , quantity, prl!'ssures, 

quallty, idus on origin and m ethod. oC handling in mines . 

3 .  Horizontn! E�olort.tion o !  t h e  Disturbed Zone: At the earliest possible 

.tage oC Caoility oonstruotion and beCore omplaoement oC any waste at the 

WIPP reposi tory, provide Cor an additional 3000 Ceet oC driCt north oC 

presently planned station 1 2 ,  whioh is approximately 2500 Ceet North oC 

ERDA '9,  and drill 3000 Ceet horizontal oores to the north CrolD this new 

looation. 

4. Fraeture Flow in Rustler AouiCers: Evaluate the extent oC Craoture Clow in 

s .  

the Rustler aquiC ers and provide a report on t h e  eCCeet o C  Craeture flow o n  

t h e  resultant release pathways considered in the PElS. 

Study of  Aq u l ! er C h n r n c t cr i s t i c s :  Using I n- s i t u  m e thods,  asseSS 

qunntl tnti voly nnd qunli tinti veJy tho lithology, porosity, pormo.bill ty, 

bulk, donsity and distribution oooerioionts oC tho Rustler aquiCers. 

10 
1 1  I 
12 

I 
1 3  

I 
14 

I 
15 

I 
18 

I 
17 
lSi 
lei 

I 
20 
21 
221 
231 

2 
251 
281 

�7 l81 

MAK � '1 l':JtHl 

]1r C' '' ' ''' l" , .  ( -; � 1--

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DI STRICT OF NEW MEXICO 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO , ex re l . ,  
JEFF BINGAMAN , Attorney Gene r a l  
of t h e  S tate of New Mexico 

P l a i nt i f f  , 

v o .  
NO. 8 1-0363 

J B  

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY ,  et a 1 . , 

oe fendants . 

SUPPLEMENTAL STI PULATED AGREEMENT 
RESOLViNG CERTAIN STATE OFF:SI11f 

CONCERNS OVER WIPP 
- --
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SUPPlZMENTAL trrIPUIATED AGRIZIIEIIT 1ES0LVIlIG CERTAIN 
STATE orr-SITE CONCERNS OVER WIPP 

INDU 

I. INTRODOCTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
II • .  SCOPE OF AGRlDIENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

I I I .  Orr-SITE STATE CONCERNS ADDRESSED AIID RESOLVED 
A. trrATE LIABILITY • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

1 .  Su ... ? of the Stilt. of Ifw "n.ieo ', � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
2. Stipulation. and Alreem.nt. for a •• olvins the State I, Concern. in the Area of SUte Liabi lity • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

a )  Confin.ation o f  Price-Andereon Ac t  Coveuae for the Stue of Mev Mexico oa !!!!! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

(2) yr.-eat to AIIend the WIPP 
Optutinl Contrac t to bprellly •• cogni&e Coverale for the State of Mev NIIxico • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

b )  Prot..: tion Alainu LOll of 
Price-Andenon Ac t  Cov.ral. lecau •• of D.O.I. i, Futur. Dile ntionary Action. and lecau. of Other "actor • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
(J ) lac luliaa o f  Prici-And.r.aa Ac t  lad •• ity C l au .e in Contract • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
(2) De ! i!!!!_ 

of All WIPP Contract. to the BIi._Ii. • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
(3) Oplrltion of WI "  01" fran.portatiaa of V .. U to VI" by ".dlra l Alent • • • • • • • •  
(4) Caalin.ltiaa That the Stat. ' .  Ova In.uranel Coveraa. wi 11 !lot Rave to be lah.nted lefon the State cc b. lade.Hied From the Pr ice-Andenon Act "unci • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

� 

( 5 )  CoQli�.tioa n..t 500 Mil lion Dolhr Price-Ander.on Act Fund Wou ld Mot b. "int Depleted by Inv'Uia.t ion C?'�' .� Exp ..... of 
LIt lilt loa • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

c )  y r  .... D t  by D.O.!. to PlY the COlts of Ch.n-up in Illation to WIPP 
tran.portation Acc ident • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  0 

d) Increased lluc l •• r Acc id.Dt In.unne. Covin I Onder Price-And.r.on Ac t  Durin the Tr.n'por t.tlOD 0 Bi,h Lev. l Nucl.ar W.,e. 10f' !xpuwntal Purpo ••• Throulh lI,v ",:lieo to and Fro. the WI" Slt • • • • • • • • • •  
. )  A . .  ht_nee to t he  l u te o f  I.., Mexico by D.O.!. in Pr ••• a t fy the Stau " R.co ... ndation• to Conu· ••• lad the ".I.C. for Am.ndiy the Prie.-And.r.on Act to lacna •• Pinane ial Prouc ti aa  for � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

B. DlEltGENCY RESPONSE PREPAREDNESS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
1 .  a_ary of the Stlte of Mev MeKico ' .  Concern. 
2. Li.itltioa. IllPoeed Upon D.O.!. ia Auht in, the Stlt. and Need for Stlte to a.oraaaia. fOT raerl.nc:x ae.pone. Preparedoe •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

3 .  Stipulation. and AcTle.",u for 1.,o lvi!lJi the State '. Concern. in the Ar .. o f  .....rl.ncy ... paa.. Pnparedn ... 

a )  "adertl eo..i tIIant to le'pond to and Effectively Dea l With a WIPP-Re lated Radiololical rauleney in Rtv Mexico 
b) Alrea-.st to Provide Opdat.d ••• oure. Dee. an the ".deral ..... r'.ney I •• pon •• Cap,bilit! • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • •  
c )  Sr __ .nt to Coordiut. the 0.0.1. .....rl.neY ".paa .. Prolra. for On-,ite WI" Op.ration. With the Stat.'. "rl.uc! I •• paa •• hOlra • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

ii 
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11 

11 

12 

13 

13 

14 

14 
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.) "naaerlt to ... in tha luta in 
Dav.lopu'l .nd I.pl •• ennal a Stat. 
'adio lolica l .ul.aCy .... pOft •• Prolr .. . . . . .  . 

( 1 )  AcknCJlll1.dl ••• at • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
( 2 )  A're .... t to Provid. T.chnical 

� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
( 3 )  yr •• lMftt to ... ht the Stat. ia 

ObtaiaiDI T.chnical A .. hUDc. and 
!aul.ncy .... pOft •• FUDdinl ad 
""i,.,.at Tbrollih Oth.r P.d.nl AJeDC1 •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

(4) yr .... at by D.O .I. ".,ardia. DirKt 
'iuac ial ... t iltanc. or "Ia-l.ind" 
A .. ituac. to tbe Stat. if tbe 
lut. it !aerlency ... .,an •• 
Preparadne .. '.que.ta an not 
Sati.tied by Oth.r I.daral YaDc i •• 

C. lIUIISP(ltTATlCII HOIlITOItIIIG OF VI" IIAm . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

1 .  Su.ary of tb. Stat. of lIav "n.ico'. Coacern. 

2. ltipulaticma .nd Alr .... n.U for ... . olvia • 
the Sta tt ' . Conc.rn. in the Arta 0 f 
traa'port.tlan Man l tot'lnl • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
. )  .. re •• .rtt to Allow Iad.pandeat 

transportatian Mc .. dtoriDI by SUta of  
lie" Mellico • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

b )  yr._.nt to AllCJIII Sute ""iwo of 
Trln.portat ioa. ... cord. 0 • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

c )  Mr.lIt1lt to AllCJIII Stat. B •• lth 
Sdentist kca .. to VIP' Site to Conduct 
Mmitorin • •  0 • • • • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

• ) !&n.lMftt to AllCJIII Point of Entry 
InlpKtIOD • • •  0 • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

• ) yn.lMftt to AlIOllr Poiut of Grilin 
" .... !tori'" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

f )  yn .... t OIl Oa. of Bilhwy 
tran.porudOft "wt •• for Shi" .. nt of 
".dioacti .. e w •• t. to VIPP • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  ' 0 '  
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16 

16 

18 

18 
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19 

19 

20 

20 

21 

,) Asreellent for Con.ultatiOft an Sh ip.nt 
of WIPP ladIO.:tiv. W •• te by Railroad 

h) Al,rument to Provide Prior lIot ifiutioo 
to the Stat. of lIuclear Wa tte Shipmentl 
to the \lIPP Sit • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

i )  Alr"m.nt to Pay for EquiJl!t1lt .ad 
Peuoane l for Coaduc tins Tunapor tatioa. 
Mon itorln • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

D .  ilIFf OPE1IA1IONS ENVIllOIlHENTAL IIlIlITORIIIG BY 1IIE 
STAn: OF NEIl HEIICO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

1. SUllmarv of tha St.te of lIew Mellico ' .  Concenl' 
and SUllmarv of D.D.E. le.poe •• , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

2.. Stipulat ion. and Alre.Mat, for It •• o lvins tb. 
State ' •  Concerti' in the Aru of !WIPP Opeuttoo. 
Monitor ina and to Furtl ilh IndepaDdent 
Verifie.tiCft to D.D .E. of itl EnvirOlUl.nul 
Monitorinl Prolr •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

a )  Overview o f  WI "  Environmental 
Mon itorin, Prosr.1I • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • •  

b )  Alret1llent to Coordin.te D.O.E.  " 
Env ironmental Monitorinl Plan With the 
State of Mev Mexico', Plan and to 
Provide Enviroamental Data to the StaU 
of lIev Mexico • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

e )  AsreelPnt "by D.O.E.  to Fund the State of 
Mev Mexico ' s  Proposed Monitorins Prolram 
for \II" and Present E.t i.ate of Co.t. 
to Fum i.h MCftitorial S.rvice . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

d) Stat. ' .  hennt E.ti.ate of Coats to 
Fum iJh Ver ihcation S.rvice, Pursuant 
to AppaDd ix A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  . 

22 

22 

23 

23 

23 

2� 

2� 

2� 

26 

27 

a) Alrel •• nt for State Bulth Stud i.. . . . . . .. . . . . .  28 

f) yre.1IID.t to Continue Fllnd inl for the 
Stat.'. Eaviroam.enta1 Evaluatioa. Croup 
tbroush 198� and to M(f:lot i at a Itelud inl 
an Indapend.nt Stat. Review C.pabi lity 
� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
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28 
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E. UP(;RAJ)ING OF STATE RIGRIIAYS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
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I N  TH E  UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO, ex re l . ,  
JEPF BINGAMAN , Attorney Gener a l  
of the S tate of N ew  Mexico 

Plaint i f f ,  

v s .  

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OP ENERGY, et al . ,  

De fendants . 

NO. 81-0363 
JB 

SUPPLEMENTAL STIPULATED AGREEMENT 
RESOLVING CERTAIN STATE OFF-SITE 

CONCERNS OVER WIPP 

11/1 I .  INTRODUCTION • 
12 Thi. Supplemental Stipulated Agreement is entered into by 

13 the Uni ted States Department of Energy and the State of New Mexico 

14 for the purpose of addressing the_ State of New Mex i co ' l  off-aite 

15 concerns over the proposed constr uc t i on and operation of the WIPP 

18 nuclear wa.te fac ility near Car lsbad , New Mexico. On July 1, 1 9 8 1  
17 the part ies entered into a St ipulated Ag reement under which D . O . E .  

18 c o  .... i t ted to making a good faith effort to assist the State in 

19 resolving the State ' s  off-s i te governmentAl concerns over WIPP 

20 through a State-pederal Task Force . The State of New Mex ico and 

21 D.O.E. have completed the ir negotiat ions on the State ' .  off-lite 

22 concerns through th is State-Federal Task Porce and have entered 

23 i n to the following addi tional stipulations and agreement. w i th 

24 re.pact to WIPP . 

25: 
28 

I 
271 
28 

I I .  SCOPE O P  AGREEMENT . 

Thi. Supple.ental Stipulated Agreement addres.e. the 

Sta te ' .  o ff-ait. concerns over WIPP in the four major areas of : 

A. State liability, 

B .  Emergency relponse prepar ednel. ; 

- 1 -
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c .  Independent monitoring o f  WIPP by the State : and the 

D. upg r ad i ng and r.pair of .tate h i ghway • •  
The following ag r .... ents seek to finally r . .  olve the 

State ' l  o ff-lite concerna al though leveral •• pect. of certain 

issues remain to be negot iated by the parti.s at later dat.s 

according to the ti .. e sch.dules set forth in th is Agr .... ent . It 

is r.cogn i zed by the parties hereto that the .gr ..... nt. and 

stipulations herein ar. contingent upon ( 1 )  • decision by D . O . E .' 

to proceed to construct and operate a permanent W.lte fac i l i ty a. 

cur rently author ized by P . L .  96-164 :  and (2) cong res.ional funding 

there for . (It i. also noted that D .O . E  . ..  ust obt.in further land 

u •• author ity pursuant to applicable ' l aw pr ior to actual 

construc tion of tho por .. anent wa.te fac i l i ty) . Th. D . O . E .  h •• 
adv i •• d the Stat. that a d.cision will b . ..  ad. a f ter tho 

co .. pletion of the SPDV construction and site validation phases in 

1 9 8 3  whether to construct .nd operate the per .. anent WIPP fac i lity, 

and this Agreement does not serve to prejudge that dec i s ion by 

e i ther party . 

I I I . OFF-SITE STATE COHCERNS ADDRESSED AND RESOLVE D .  

A .  STATE LIABILITY 

1. Summary of the State of New Mex ico ' s  concerns . 

It 1. the State of Nev Mexico ' .  concern that • nuclear 

inc ident relating to WIPP may result in financ i a l  liability being 

impoled on the Stat., and that the prov i l i ons of the federal 

pr ice-Ander son Act •• y not ,  in all circumstance s ,  adequately 

indemn i fy the State and fully protect it. c i t izenl seeking 

fi nanc i a l  re l i e f  ther.under .  The State has sought to have D . O .E . 

i asue a legal opinion of it. General Counsel anlwe r l ng certain 

- 2 -
2 3 5 0 z  

1 

1 0  

1 1  d 
I 

13 1 l' 1 
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question. ra loed by the State conc.rni.ng the application of the 

Pr ice-Ander.on Act to WIPP 00 .. to con f i r  .. ind.mn i f i cation 

coverlge for the State thereunder ,  .a vell al to hIve D . O . E .  

sep.rstely indemnify the State for any l i ab i l ity it .. ight sustain 

as a result of WIPP activiti e s .  The State also s •• ks c.rtain 

•• endment. to the Price-Anderlon Act to i ncr •••• the Act ' .  

coverage and protection to the publiC in the event o f  a WIPP

related nuclear i ncident in Hew Mexico. 

2. the State ' s  

pollowing di.cussions with r.presentative. of tho State 

of H.w Mexico, the General counsel o� the oepar tment of Energy hal 

pr.pared .a memorandu .. entitl.d Opinion of the General Coun.el on 

the Application of tho Price-Anderson Act to tho Wut. uolation 

P i lot Plant project, addressing question. and concerns rais.d by 

the State with r •• pect to the coverage of the Pr ice-Ander Ion Act 

and the policy and intention. of the Depart .. ent of Energy in 

implementing the Indemnity prov i s i ons of that Act in contracting 

for the WIPP . A copy of that .. emorandum i. being provided to the 

State of Hew Mexico .imultaneously w i th execution of this 

Stipulated Agr.e .. ent but is not made a part of this agr.ement . 

In an .ffort to accollllftodate the concern. ra iled by the 

State of Hew Mex ico about its possible l i ability in the .vent of a 

nuclear i nci dent ar ising out of the WIPP , the oepartment of En.rgy 

.tipulates and agre •• al foll""s l 

a )  

2350z 

Confirmation of Pr ice-Ander lon Act cove r .  • 
or t e State 0 New Mel co on NIPP. 

(1) Application of the P r i ce-Ander son Act to !!ill. 

- 3 -
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1 
It 18 stipulated that I 

( i )  D . O . E .  h a s  the author ity to extend 

the P r i ce-Anderson Act indemnity coverage to the operation of the 

WIPP fac i l i ty as author ized by P . L .  96-164 for the emplacement of 

deten •• waat. and to the related transpor tation of that v •• te 

through New Mexico to and from the WIPP Site, 

( i i )  The term "persons indemn i f ied" a s  

used in the P r i ce-Ander son Act and implement i ng indemnity 

agr eements preacribed for the operating contract for WIPP includes 

the State of New Mexico and its political subd iv18ions and 

mun i c ipa l iti . . .  

( i i i )  The D . O .E . ' s  author ity to COver 

·per aona "indemn i f i ed- other than parties to the Pr i ce-Ander aon 

indemnity agreementa applies to WIPP even though that facility, as 

author i z ed  by P . L .  96-164, is not now, nor is it expec ted to be, 

li cenaed by the u.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commisaion . 

( i v )  That while the "waiver of 

defenaes" provision of Section 170 n of the Pr ice-Ander son Act for 

-extraord inary nuclear occur r ences· would b. i napplicable to • 
nuc lear incident at the WIPP site itself (becauae WIPP is not a 

·production or u t i l i zation facility· or a -dev i c. - ) , the .waiver 

of defenses" provision would be applicable in the event of an 

-extraord i nary nuclear occu rrence- vhicb would occur i n  the COu r s. 

of the tr anspor tation of nuclear waste to the WIPP s i te from "a 

production or u t i l isation fac i lity" because the wastes would be 

-.pee i a l  nucl.ar .. ter i . 1 - or -by-product .. ter ia1 • •  

( 2 )  A r eement to Amend the WIPP 
Contract to Ex rea. Reeo n 

or t e State 0 New Mex co. 

2350z 
- 4 -

1 
21 

The "D . O . E .  agrees and atipulates that D . O . E .  

v i II amend and include in the existing WIPP Westinghouse Contract 

and include in any nev or mod i f i ed con tract for the operation of 

W I PP upon completion of ita construction, a specific mention i n  

the standard Price-Anderaon Act Indemnity Article that the phr a se 

·per aona indemn ified- under the contract. i nclude. the State of 

Nev Mexico, its mun icipalitiel and polit ical aubd iv i s ions by the 

i ncluaion of the fOllOWing clause: 

10; 
11 
12 i 
1
3
1 

14 
I 

15 I 
18 I 
171 
18 I 
19 

1 
20 

1 
21 
22

1 
23 

I 
2'1 
25

1 
28

1 
271 
28 

The te rm ·Persons Indemn i f i ed - haa the .eaning set 
out in 42 U . S . C .  Sec. 20l 4 ( t ) , and , without 
limitation, includes the State of Nev Me xiCO, its 
mun iCipa lities and political subd iv i a i ons.  

b) Protection A a inst Los. of Pr ice-Ander lon Act 
Covera e Because 0 D . O . E  • •  Future 
D scret onary Act ons an Because of Other �. 
( 1 )  Inclusion of Pr i ce-Ander lon A c t  Indemnity 

Clause In Contracts. 

The part ies recognize that Price-Anderson Act 

indemn i fi cation coverlge for the S tate is dependent upon D . O . E . ' s  

exerciaing its discretion to include ouch II clauoe in the WIPP 

operating contract. The D.O.E.  has a l r eady determined that the 

WIPP operating contract involves -ac t i v i t i es under the r isk of 

public liabi lity for a aubstantial nuclear i nC i dent . "  In 

accordance vith th is deciaion, a statutory indemnity article has 

been i ncluded in the contract v i th the Westi nghouse Electr ic 

Corporation ,  the current technical Suppor t contractor for WIPP and 

a potential operating contrac tor for the completed f ac i lity.  

Pursuant to this deciSion, i t  is D . O .E . ' s current intention also 

to exerciae i ts d iscretion in such a manner as to include a 

atatutory indemnity ar t i cle in any WIPP oper ating contract. While 

D . O . E .  conaidera that a reveraal of th is deCision is h i gh ly 

2 3 50% 
- 5 -
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unl i k e ly ,  D . O . B .  cannot stipulate avay its �iscretion in this 

reg a r � .  sovever , D.O.B. �oes agree an� st ipulate that the State 

of Ne� Mexico shall be given at least 6� �ay s '  prior vr itten 

notice of D . O . E .  ' a intent to rever •• the cu r r ent dec ision to 

inc lu�e a Pr ice-An�er son Act In�emnity A r t i c le in its operating 

contract for WIPP. Such notice shall also set forth the reasons 

for the �ec is ion an� shall provi�e the State of Nev Mex ico an 

opportun ity to comment on such a � ec i s i on to D.O.B.  an� have its 

co.-ents consi�ere� by D.O.B.  before any such reversal of such 

10 �ec i sion is g iven e ffect. Th is stipulation �oes not vaive or 

11 othervise preclu�e the State from taking such other a�ministrative 

12 or j � ic i a l  actions as it may see f i� v i th respect to such 

13 rever s a l  �eci. ion by D.O . B .  

( 2 )  Delivery o f  All WIPP Contracts to the 

State . 14 
151 

1811 
17 

I 
18 

1 19 
I 

20 
21 

1 22 
1 23 

24 
251 

1 28 
I 

27 
28 

The D.O.B.  ag re .. an� stipulates that it ,,111 

. �e liver a� f ile vith the State of Nev Mex ico copies of all 

WIPP-related contract. , or portions thereo f ,  which relate to the 

P r i ce-Ander lon indemn if ication coverage for the State of New 

Mex i co and its citi zens in order for the State to revie� them to 

insure that such protection. are be i ng provi�e�, inclu� i ng but not 

limite� to ( 1 )  the WIPP operating contr ac t ,  ( 2 )  pr ime contracts 

for the operation of any ·pr�uction or u t i l ization fac i l ities· or 

other f ac il i t i es wh ich may be the source or �estination of any 

nuclear vaste transport� to or f r om  the WIPP l ite , In� ( J )  any 

contracts vith the transpor ter s  of the vaste to the WIPP s i t e .  

_ eration of WIPP or Trans ortation of 

waste to WIPP Y Fe eral Agents . (J)  

- 6 -
2lS0z 

It is D.O.E. ' .  current intention to us. 

contractor employee. for the operation of WIPP an� the 

transpor tat ion of vaste to or from the WIPP site shoul� a �ec ision 

be .a�e to construct an� operate the fac i l ity al authorize� in 

P.L. 96-16 4 .  While D.O.B. recognizes that if it chooses to 

oper a te WIPP, or transport the vaste to or from WIPP by fe�e r a l  

agents , p r i ce-An�erson in�eanif icat ion for the State an� f inancial 

protect ion to the public her eun�er voul� be lost, D . O . B .  cannot 

agr •• or stipulate that it voul� not eo use such fe�eral agents . 

10 Sowever , in the unlikely event that D.O.B • •  houl� reverie its 

1 1  present decis ion to us. contractor employe • •  for the operat ion of 

12 WIPP an� the transporation of va.te to or f rom WIPP, D . O . B .  agrees 

13 an� stipulates that it "ill g ive the State of Nev Mex i co at lealt 

14 60 � ay . '  pr ior vr itten notice of its intention to reverse its 

15 present �ecis ion vhich notice shall inclu�e its re.sons for 

18 rever.ing such �ecision, an� D . O . B .  shall a ffor� the State the 

17 oppor tunity to comment on the reversal of it. �ecision an� have 

its comments consi�ere� by D . O . B .  before it is e ffectuate�. This 
18, 
19 

I 
20 
21 

1 22 
23 
24 

1 25 

stipulat ion doel not vaive or othe rwise preclude the State from 

taking such other a�min istrative or j u�ic ial actions as it may lee 

fit with respec t to such rever s a l  of D.O .E . ' s decision. 

( 4 )  Con f i rmation That the State ' s  own 
Insurance cove r age will NOt Bave to be 

Ex auste Be ore t e State can c. 
Indemnified From the Pr ice-Ande r son Act 

Puna. 

The D . O . B .  agrees .n� stipulates �at, in the 

2811 context of the WIPP proj ec t ,  the State of Nev Mexico ' s  own 

27 f i nanc i a l  protection available through its own liability insurance 

28 or l eg islative appropr iat ions voul� not have to be exhauste� or 

- 7 -
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III applied to pay for it. public liability before it would b. 
indemni fied und.r the Price-Ander son Act. 

( 5 )  Con fi rmation That 5 0 0  Million Dollar 'rIce-Ander son Act Fund Would Not 6e FIrst Depleted I!Y Invud adon COlr. and Expenlel 0 LItIgatIon . 
Th. D.O.E . ,  .g r ... and .tipulatu that, 

pursuant to ita procurement regulation., the Pr i ce-Anderaon 
indemnity ar ti cle includ.d in WIPP-r.lat.d contract • •  h.ll provi�e 
that the 500 lIillion dollar Pr ice-And.r aon Act fund "ould not be 
H r a t  deplet.d by the co.t. of invut iglt ing or .ettling claims loll .nd def e nd i ng .uit. before cla imant. "ould be p.id therefrom. 11 

121 
c) 

13: 
The .... t .. to b • •  h ipped to or froll WIPP .h.ll be 1 ... o .. ned by D .O . E  • •  nd .h.ll be .hipped to WIPP by tunlport.tion IS 

I 
18 
171 
1 8  

I 
111 

I 
20 I 
21 
221 
23 

I 
2.1 
2S 

I 
28 I 
271 
28 

I 

contractor. engaged by D.O.E.  or it. contractor. or in v.hicle. 
o .. ned by D . O . E  • •  In the unlikely .vent of I t ransportat ion 
accident involving such sh ipments , whether or not such an accident 
Ihall result in the exposure of any such vastes to the biosphere 
.. ith in the State upon or adjac.nt to the tran'portation corr idor s  
i nvolved , D . O . E .  ahall caU l. , at it. expens., the clean up and 
removal of any such wa.t •• and the decontamina tion of any are.s 
.. ithin the St.t. wh i ch .r. e xpo.ed to radi.tion by .uch .... t •• to 
• lev . l  •• • pec ified in D.O.E . ' .  WIPP Em.rg.ncy R •• pon •• Plan 
.. h i ch Ih.ll be con.i.tent with n.tion.lly .cc.pted r ad i ation 
protection .t.nd.rd • •  nd 01.0 "ubject to con.ultation with the 
Stat. a. provided for her.in.  

Th. obligatio", of D.O.E.  to the Stat. described 
.bove .h. ll not be (1) conting.nt upon the rel.a.e of r adioactive 

2350. - 8 -

10 1 
11 
12 

I 
13

1 
1 4  

28 

1 
mater ilIa into the biosphere a • •  result of such an accident or ; 
( 2 )  con.trued to reli .ve oth.n, includ ing CO .... on c a r r i on of 

r .. pons ibility for .uch accident8 oq (3)  withheld or deni.d by 
r.a SOn of the contributory Or comparativ. · neg ligenc. of the St.t. 
of N ... Mexico, it. municipaliti .. or poli t ic.l .ubdivhionl with 
rupect to luch an accid.nt in tai ling to properly r .pa i r ,  upgrade 
Or maintain New Mexico highway. ,  br idge., r a i l road croas ings or 
other road interaection. Or for f . i l i ng to prop.rly p r ovide 
emergency response to such a transportation acc iden t .  

d )  Increased Nuclear Acc ident Insurance Cove r age Under Prlce-Anderlon Act During the Tr anspor tation of HIgh Level Nuclear Waste for E er imenta Pur oles Throu New Hex co to an From the WIPP S t  • •  
The pa r t i  • •  recog n i z e  that the lI .. illum prot.ction 

currently avai lable under the Pr i c.-Ander son Act of 500 m i l lion 
dollars may be incr .... d up to 560 million dollara i t  D.O.! . ... r. 
to requ i re it. contractor to provide and maintain add it ional 
nucl.ar lhbility in.uunce in the amount of 60 mi ll ion dolla r a .  
The parti • •  acknowledge that the ne.d f o r  . uch add itional 
insurance , if at 1111 , vould be dur ing the transportation of the 
h igh lovel .... t .. for . lIPer imental purpo.u through the State of 
New Mexico to and from the WIPP aite , par ticula r ly when n.ar 
population centers. 

Th. D.O.E. Ihall UI. it. be.t .ffort. to obtain 

luch add itional in.uranc. 10 .1 to provide da i ly COve rag. dur ing 

the daYI in wh ich luch high l.v.l W.lt •• are Ihipp.d within the 

St.te of N.w Mexico, e i th.r to Or f rom the WIPP l i t e .  

Should D . O . E .  det.rmin. that i t  il illpoll i ble to 
obtain .uch addi tional inlurance, D . O . E .  ag r  ••• • nd .tipulat •• 

2350. - 9 -
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th.t it .. i l l  g ive the sut. of Ne .. Me x ico .. r itten notic • •  t leut 

60 daYI pr ior to the f i r .t .h ipment of . uch h igh lev.l .. a.t. into 

the State of its deci.ion not to r.quir. such add itional 

i nsurance . Such notice Ihall commun icate the r ••• on. for such 

d.ci.ion and provide the St.t. the oppor tunity to .comm.nt on the 

8 d.c i .ion and have its comment. con .id.red by D . O . E .  pr ior to the 

7 f i r .t .uch high lev.l .. a.t • •  h ipment . Th i • •  tipulat ion do.s not 

8 .. a i ve or oth.r .. ise p r eclude the State f rom taking .uch other 

9 admi n istrative or jud icial .ctions a. it may .e. fit .. ith respect 

10 to luch dec is ion. 

1 1  
12 

I 13 
e )  Alsi stance to the State o f  Ne" M.xico b D . O . E .  

1 M  Presentlng t e tate I Reco_en at lons to 
onar •• s and the N . R .C.  tor Amend ing the 

pr ice-Afi(!er lon 'ACt--to Increase pinane i l  
Prot.c tIon lor the PublIc . 

1 .  Th. p a t t i  • •  nC09n iz. that, in 1915 , the cong ress 

H I  prov id.d in the P r i ce-Andenon Act that the Nuclear Reg ulatory 

18 Comm i s s i on must submit to cong r e  •• by Augu.t 1 ,  1983 a detailed 

17 report concern ing .the need for continuation or mod if icat ion of the 

18 p r ov i sions of the pr ice-Ander lon Ac t .  

19 The D . O .E • •  g rees and stipulatel that i t  .. i l l  

20 ••• i lt the State in presenting the State ' s  recommenda t i ons for 

21 amend ing the Pr ice-And.r.on Act to incr ... e public protection to 

22 the Nucl.ar Regulatory Comm i . sion and to Cong re •• under the 

23 procedur • • • et forth in the pr ice-And. non Act .. h ich 

2. nco .... ndati on. includ. but at. not lim 1 ted to: 

25 ( 1 )  Incr.a.ing .ubstantially the amount of 

28 protection f rom the present 500 M i l l ion IlOll.r l.v. l ,  

27 ( 2 )  Equa l i z ing the maximum amount of coverage 

2811 through government indemn ity for nuclear acc idents occu r r i ng in 

- 10 -
2 350. 

the cour •• of D.O.E.  contract oper .tion • •  uch •• WIPP .. ith the 

coverage ava ilable for nucle.r incidents occur r i ng for N .R . C .  

licensed ac tivities,  

( 3 )  Making the • .. a iv.r of d.f.n • • •  • provis ion 

51l apPlicabl. in the .v.nt of a nuclear incident at the WIPP site 

8 .v.n though WIPP i .  not . ·production or ut ili zation facility" and 

7 whether or not it is an -extraordinary nucle.r occu r r ence l · 

81 ( 4 ) Extending the 20-y.ar limitation on the 

9 ·waiver of defenses· prov i sion perta i n i ng to Itatutes of 

10 limitation and mak ing similar • ... iv.r of d.f.n ••• • provis ion 

1 1  .pplicabl. to the fed.ral gov.rnment ' .  own liab i l ity under the 

12 Federal Tor t  Claim. Act in the .v.nt of • nucl.ar inciden t ,  

13 (5)  ExtencUng the d. finition of "nuclear 

1. incid.nt" to inc Iud • •  ituation . ..  h.re an .cc id.nt occur. but the 

1 511 threat and releale of r ad i ation n.ver occu r. 10 that evacuation 

1811 co.ts would be elig ible for indemn i t y  cov.rag e ,  

17 ( 6 ) Exte nd i ng the Pr i ce-Ande r son Act coverage 

1 8  to cove r  nuclear incidents occasioned by c r iminal acts of theft or 

19 sabotag e ,  whether the incident occu r s  at the contract s i te , i n  the 

20 courle of transpor tation or after a successful d ivers ion of the 

21 nuclear mater i a l .  

22 The foregoing stipulation and .g r •• ment doe. 

23 not requ i re or imply D . O . E .  concu r r ence in �ny State 

2. r.comm.ndation for .mendment of the price-And.r son Act or any 

25 oth.r 1 .... 

28 
27 I 28 
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B .  EMERGENCY RESPONSE PREPAREDNESS 

1 .  Summary of the State of New Mex i co ' s  Concerns . 

It il the State of New Mex ico ' s  conce r n  that the WIPP 

11 -
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project and the resulting t r a n s por ta t ion of nuclear waate through 

New Mexico for d i sposal or e xper imental pur pOles at the WIPP s i te 

w i l l  impose . ser ious financ i a l  burden on the State to provide In 

emer g ency response capabi l i ty and p r eparedne... Therefo r e ,  the 

5 State haa requested that D . O . E .  and other tederal agenc ies a s s i s t  

6 the S t a t e  i n  plann i ng ,  coord i na t i ng a n d  implement i ng a 

7 comprehen8ive State Rad iolog ical Emergency Preparedness Pl a n .  The 

e S tate is also concerned that the State w i ll not have the necessary 

9 rad iat ion detection equipment and t r a i n i ng which will enable the 

10 State to i ndependently mon i tor pote n t i al WIPP-rela ted nuclear 

1 1 emergencies and wh ich w i l l  help the State make the key dec i s ions 

12 to request federal emergency r e sponse a S S i stance , to declare an 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

18 
17 
18 
1 9 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

28 
27 
28 

emergency or to evacuate persons i n  the viC i n i ty of an acc iden t .  

The State is further conc e r ned whether the federal government can 

and will re spond and effec t i vely deal with a WIPP-related 

rad iologi cal i ncident in New Mex i c o ,  a t  the State ' s  reque s t ,  on a 

timely and adequate bas i s .  

2.  Limi t a t i ons 1 m  osed U o n  D . O . E .  i n  �ss i s t i n  the 
State an Nee or S tate to Reor gan l Z e  or 
Emer gency Response Pr eparedn e s s .  

The pa r t i e. acknowledge t h a t  the fOllowing agreement b y  

D . O . E .  t o  . . .  1st t h e  S t a t e  m u s t  b e  r e a d  i n  t h e  light of the 

federal government ' s  cu r r ent adm i n i s t r at i ve policy l im i t i ng 

cer ta in type. of d irect f i nanc i a l  suppor t to the States by federal 

agenc i es for the !2l! purpose of developing an emergency response 

capab i l i ty within the Sta t e .  

The pa r t ies also ack nowledge that it i .  impe r a t i ve that 

D . O . E .  and the State each develop an e f f ec t ual emergency r e sponse 

plan related to WIPP so as to assure an approp r i ate profes s ional 

2 350. 
- 1 2  -

r esponse to any emergency related to WIPP . It is also recognized 

that the State l ,  plan w i ll encompass matters u n r e lated to WIPP and 

will involve federal departments and agenc ies other than O . O . E .  

Finally , the State h a s  acknowledged t h a t  i t  i o  

incumbent upon i t  to reorganize certa i n  of i t s  operations i n  order 

to provide a cohesive emergency response mechanism w i t h i n  the 

State and to meet ce rta in minimum qua l i f i c a t i o n s  for assistance 

through prog rams admi n i stered by other federal agenc i e s .  In every 

911 i nstance in wh ich suppor t and a s s i s tance by O . O . E .  i s  described 

1011 below, the pa r ties agree that the State w i ll ma k e  a good - f a i th 

1 1 11 effort to ta ke all reasonable leg islative and admi n is t r a t i v e  

1211 acti ons required to qua l i fy the State for other federal assi s t ance 

1 3 before seeking the ass i s tance""" of O . O . E .  It is the intent of the 

14

/ 

partie. that D . O . E .  shall use i t s  o f f i ces to a s s i s t  the State i n  

15 dea l i ng wi th ouch agenc i . .  so a s  t o  auure that ava i lable federal 

18

/ 

prog rams a r e  u t i l i z ed by the State to the max imum exUnt 

17 practicable. 

18. 3 .  St lpulatlons ana Acreements for V_ �n'u ; nn the 

19 
20 
21 

a )  ,ederal Commi tment t o  Respond to Ind 
Effec t , vely Deal W , th a WIPP-Relatea 
Rad lol09 lcll Emergency In New Me x l C o .  

Res 

22

11 

The D . O . E .  ag ree. and s t i pulates that in the event 

23 o f  any WIpp-related rad iolog ical accident or emergency occurr ing 

24 e ither on or off the WIPP 8 i te i n  the Stat. o f  New Me.ico, the 

25 D . O . E .  will prov ide,  in r esponse to a State request for assistance 

26 i n  carrying out the State ' s  emergency response responsib i l i t ie s ,  

27 all appropr i ate and reasonably a v a ilable fede r a l  emergency 

28 reaponse re sources w i t h i n  D . O . E .  control at the ear liest pos s ible 

2350. 
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time and will continue to prov Ide those resources u n t i l  all 

s ign i f Icant ra�iolo9 ical r i sks have been e l iminated and damage s  

mit igated to the m . .  imum extent practicable. 

b) A r eement to provide U dated Resource Data on 
t e Feder a l  Eme rgency Response Capabl ty . 

The D . O . E .  agrees and stipulate. that it w i l l  

provide t o  the State o n  a timely , per iod ic an d  updated bas i s ,  and 

at least annua l ly , a status report contain ing detailed informat ion 

on the available fede r a l  rad lolQ9 ical response resources so that 

the S tate can evaluate the capab i l i t ies of D . O . E .  and other 

federa l agenc ies so as to assure itse lf that an adequate and 

t imely f ederal response can be provided to the State in response 

to i t s  request for fede r a l  a s s i s tance in dealing w i th a 

radiological accident or eme�ency related to WIPP . 

c) A reement to coord inate the D . O . E .  Emer enc 
Response P r og r am or n-slte WIPP Qj?e r a t 1 0n s  
W l t h  the State ' s  Eme r g ency Response Prog r a m .  

The D . O . E .  ag r ees and s t i pulates t h a t  i t  w i ll 

coord inate its WIPP Emergency Preparedness Plan for the on- s i t e  

operation of W I PP ,  i nc l ud i ng ,  where applicable, other federal 

emergency re sponse programs and resource agenc ies av a i l able to 

O . O . E . ,  w i th the State of New Mex i co ' s  o ff -site Rad iolog ical 

Emergency Response program and plan by , among other th i ng s ,  

( i )  a llowing the State t o  r ev i ew and comment upon O . O .E . ' s  WIPP 

Eme� gency Response Plan and by cons ider ing any such State 

comments; ( i i )  p r ov id i ng access for the State ' s  Emerg ency Response 

program Representa t i ve to all relevant WIPP emergency re sponse 

data and related informat ion ; and ( i i i )  by par t ic ipat i ng in 

- 14 -2350% 

app ropr i ate j o i nt train ing exerc i ••• w i t h  the state and local 

211 emergency responders on a r easonably per i od ic basi • •  
3! d )  

8 

A�re.men t  t o  As s i s t  t h e  state in oevelo in and 
Imp ementing a State Rad 10109 ca Emergency' 
Respon se Prog ra m .  

( 1 )  Acknowledgemen t s .  

The State and D .O .E .  acknowledge that although 

711 no nuclear waste mater ial for WIPP is p,Fesent ly scheduled to be 

8 transported through the State for WIPP before approximately 1989 . 

9 other f ederal and nonfede ral nuclear mater ials aa well as certain 

10 types of dangerous chemical substances are already being 

1 1 t r ansported through New Mexico which requ i r e  the State to further 

12 deve lop a State Emergency Response program at the present time. 

13 The State aTld D . O . E .  fur ther acknowledge that 

1 4 other fed e r a l  agencieS and programs c u r r en t ly have a cong reSSiOnal 

15 mandate and f u nd i ng to a s s i st the S tate i n  the area o f  emergency 

16 re sponse preparedness and that the State ahou1d make a good-faith 

17 a t tempt to u t i lize these federal agenc i es and the ir resources to 

18 
19 
20 
21 , 
22 

the extent practi cable du r i ng the nex t  f i ve ( 5 )  yea r s  to assist 

the S ta t e  i n  mee t i ng its emergency response preparedness needs 

before the State should request D . O . E .  to d i rectly provide 

f i nanc ial a s s i s tance in a s s i s t i ng the State in meeting thOle need s .  

( 2 )  Agreement to provide Tech n ical Ass istanc e .  

23 The D .O . E .  agrees and . t i pu1ate. that it will 

24 p rovide advisory and tech n i c a l  a.sistance to the State for itl 

25 emergency r esponse preparedness by , among other th i ng s ,  helpil19 i n  

26 the development and review of the State and loc al emergency 

27 response plans and pr09 rams, and by p r ov i d i ng available t r a i n i ng 

28 and educational mate r ials and equipment to the State and local 

- 1 S  -
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211 appropri ate Information to the publ i c .  
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In furtherance of this Igr.ement to provide 

technical a.slstance to the State of Nev Me.lco in the a r ea of 

emergency r •• pons. preparedn ••• , the pa r t i e s  note that certain 

in formation, data and a model state radiological emergency 

re.ponse plan are cur rently being deve loped through D. O . E .  funding 

of the Sand i a  Laborator i •• ' -Task Force on Transpor tat i on 

Accident. Program . "  This study is ut i l i z i ng the State of Nev 

Mexico for I study mode l .  Information, data and any model plan 

der ived from this etfor t · vl l l  be furnished to the State of Nev 

Mexico. 

( 3 )  A reement to Ass ist the State In Obta i n i n  
Tee n c a  Ass stance I n  Emergency !.sponse Fundlng and EqU Ipment Through 
Other Federal Agencie s .  

The D . O . E .  agrees and -tlpulates that It will 

a s s i st the State in ob ta i n i ng the State ' _  requested techn ical 

aSS i s tanc e ,  funding and equipment in the are. of eme rgency 

response preparedness d i r ectly or i nd i rectly through the other 

tederal agencies with cong rell ional mandates to assist the State 

in thiB area , I ncl ud i ng but not limi ted to the Department of 

Transpor ta tion (D . O . T . )  and the Federal Emergency Manag ement 

Agency (F.E.M.A . )  under the "Emergency Management Assis tance 

Program Act" and the Disaster As. l s tance Program and Rad iological 

Def ens. Otficera Program under the " 1974 D i snter Re lief Ac t . "  

( 4 )  

2350z 
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In the course of discussiona of State concerna 

under the Stipulated Agreement ,  the State subm i tted to D . O . E .  the 

follOWing -best estimate- of needed d i r ec� financ ial or - in-kind

assi stance in carrying out the State ' .  radiological emergency 

r •• ponse preparedness function: 

State of New Mexico ' B Emergency 
Response Requests 

1. Plans , Training , Education, 
Program Development and Coor
d i nation, I nclud i ng 1/2 full
time Planner and 1/2 full-time 
Health Physic i s t :  

2 .  Instructor Tra i n ing (four cou r ses , 
two each f i r st and aecond years 
only) : 

3. Tes t ,  Exercises and Evacuations 
(two act i v i t ies per year ) :  

4 .  Rad i a t i on Detec tion and Mon i tor
ing Equ ipment Acqu i s i t i on s :  

a .  Annual Maintenance; 

b.  Replacement after 1 5  year s ;  

S .  Public Information and Ed ucation: 

GRAND TOTAL 

Fund ing Reruests (1982 Dol .. s) 

Firat Year 30 Years 

$ 2 5 , 500 765 , 00 0  

1 0 , 6 2 5  21 , 250 

8 , 500 255 , 0 0 0  

21 , 2 50 4 2 , 5 0 0  

$ 6 5 , 8 7 5  $ 1 , 0 8 3 , 750 

Costs included under those itemized under Rad i a t i on Monitoring , !!!.!!.!. 

2350z 
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In the event that other federal agenci •• do not 

adequately fu l f i l l ,  e ither d i r ect ly or i nd i rectly, the need . 

reflected in the above request for f i nanc i a l  or - i n  kind-

a •• istance , D . O . E .  will provide federal fund i ng to sat isfy any 

outstand ing balance of the State ' s  request then .xist ing no later 

than one ( 1 )  year pr ior to any r ad iolog i cal waste be i ng br ought 

into the State for emplacement at the WIPP l i t  • .  
C .  TRANSPORTATION MONITORING OF W I PP WASTE . 

1 .  Summa r y  of the State of New Mexico ' s  Concerns . 

It is the State of New Me xico ' s  conce rn in the area o f  

transpor t a t i on mon itor i ng that t h e  Sta te must exerc ise an 

i ndependent role in mon itor i ng the t r anspo r ta t i on of nuc lear waste 

through the State to and from the WIPP fac i l i t y  in order to insure 

that such t r anspor tation is done sa fely w i thout danger to the 

c i t i zens and the env i r onment of New Mex ico.  To meaning fully car r y  

out s uch a r o l e ,  wh i ch the State con s i ders essential f o r  publ i c  

con fi dence in the project because t h e r e  i s  n o  other fed e r a l  agency 

empowered to i ndependently mon i tor s uch ac t i v i t i e s  other than 

D . O . E .  i t se l f ,  the State seeks f i nanc i a l  assistance from D . O . E .  to 

pay for an add i t i onal State env i r onmental .cien t i .t and r a d i a t i on 

dete c t i on equ ipment to conduct the tr anspo r ta t ion monitor ing 

du t i e s .  In a dd i tion, the State .eek s f rom D . O . E .  certain 

commitments to insure that the State may effecti vely implement its 

tr anspo r t a t i on mon itor i ng ac t i v i t i e s  r eg a r d i ng when, where and how 

the wa ste , waste conta iner s ,  truc k s  and d r ivers may be inspected 

and mon i tor ed by S ta te o f f i c i a l s .  

2 350z 

2. A reements for Reso lvin the 
n the Area 0 Transpo r t a t I on 
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a )  Agr .... nt to Allow Ind.p.ndent Transportation 
Monitoring by Stat. of New Mexico. 

Th. D . O . !! .  ag re .. and recogniz .. that the State of 

N.w Mexico mlY, •• cept as .ay b. proh ib i ted by f.deral laws and 

r.gulations appli cabl. at the tim. , independently monitor the 

tr an.por tat i on of nuc l"r wast. to and f rOll the IIIPP s i te w i thin 

the State of N.w Mexico.  

b) Agr.ement to Allow State Jevi.w of 
fr lnspor tatIon aecorda. 

The D . O . !! .  agr.es and stipulates that the State of 

10 New Me xico may have .cce •• to .nd rev iew pertinent shipping 

1 1  reco r d s ,  and records and docullenU �.pt by D.O . ! . ,  r e l a t i ng to the 

12 t ype ,  source, curie content and nature of the waste being sh ipped 

1 3  t o  or from t.� e IIIPP s i te t o  tnsur. compli ance by the ca r r iers with 

1 4  D . O . T .  o r  D . O . E .  standards f o r  shipping nuclear wa .te. 

15 
1 6  
1 7  
1 8  
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c)  Agr.ement to Allow State Health Scient i s t  
Access t o  W I PP S I t e  t o  Conduct Mvn l tor l ns .  

The D . O . ! .  ag r ••• and st ipulates that the State of 

New Mexico may have a health acient ist pre.ent at the WIPP site to 

conduct tr anspor tation Mon itor ing and .. y conduct announced or 

unannounced inspections of veh icle s ,  dr iver.,  conta i ne r s  and 

recorda r e lating to the tr.nspor tation of radioac t ive wa.te to or 

f rom the WIPP s ite . 

All such monitoring and inspection w i l l  be 

conducted pu rsuant to proc.dur.s to be ag reed' upon by D . O . E .  and 

the Sta te , wh ich procedures will be de signed to a.sure that 

ne ither undue interference, delay nor expen •• to WIPP oper a t i ons 

or compromise o f  operational aafety v i ll result . 

• 19 -
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d) Agree.ent to Allow Point of Entry Inspec tions. 

The D.O.!.  agree. and .tipulate. that the State of 

New Mexico may , except .. may be prohibited by federal laws and 

regulation. applicable at the ti.e, conduct off-.ite 

tran.portation in.pections and JDOn itor ing of vehiclu carrying 

nuclear wa.te to or f ro. the WIPP .ite at the point of entry into 

or .:zit frolll New Mexico or at other o�f-.it. location. in New 

8 Mexico .. to po •• ibl. red iation leak.,  the condition of the 

e d � iv.r. and the cond ition of the truck. and conta ine r . ,  so long as 

10 l uch mon itor ing and inlpection do not unreasonably interfere with 

1 1  the tran.portation of the wa.te to the .ite and .0 long as such 

12 i nspec t ion. do not i nvolve the breaking of any a .. 1o on the trucks 

13 or the opening of any cani.ters or oth.r ah ipping conta in . . . .  

14 e )  Agreem.nt to Allow Point of Or igin Mon itor ing . 

1� The D . O . E .  agree. and .tipulat •• that the State of 

18  New Mexico through i t .  health sc i enti.t repre.enUtive may g o  to 

17 the point of or igin of the nuc lear waste .h ipments to monitor the 

18 packaged waste and the cond ition of the truck. t o  b e  used and 

19  cont. inars in which the waite 1 .  to be transported to New Me x ico 

20 for e .place .. ent at WIPP , particularly w i th respect to tho.e 

21 .h ipments involving experimental h i9h lev.l waste . 

22 All .uch monitor i ng .hall be conducted pur.uant to 

23 proc.dur •• to be ag r •• d upon by D . O . ! .  and the State , which 

24 proc.dur •• • hall be con.i .t.nt w i th all .ecurity and op.rational 

2511 .af.ty procedur •• applicabl. at the fac i l i ty wh.r. wa.t • •  hip .. ents 

28 ori9inat. and will b. d •• igned to a •• ur. that no undue 

27 

28 

- 20 -
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111 inter ferenc e ,  delay or up.n.e .hall be caus.d with re.pect to 

operation. at the point of or igin Or r.lated to the movement of 

any .h ipment .  

f)  Agreement on O.e of Righwa¥ Transpor tation 
Routes for Shipment of Radloactlve Waste to !ill.. 

Th. D . O . ! .  has previously publi shed a map depicting 

typical h ighway route. to be u t i l ized in the tran.portation of 

wa.te to and from WIPP within the Stat. of N.w Mexico. Such 

route' ar. i nclud.d in Appe nd i x  B h.r.to. 

10 The parti.s acknowl.dge ·that the use of .uch routes 

11  i. a reasonable expectation becau.e rhey a r e  the most d i rect 

12 pr imary route. available in view of the pr •• ently antic ipated 

13 point. of or igin of radioactive wa.t. to be emplaced in WIPP. The 

14 present int.ntion to u.e .uch rout�. i. the ba.ia for the 

1� agr .... ent of the partie. regard ing funding for upg r ad i ng of 

18 ce rta in highway. as .et forth her e i n  at Page 3 0 .  Accord ingly , 

17 .hould future c i r cumstances r.qu i re the u.e by DOE of additional 

18 h ighway route. for the .h ipment of radioactive wa.te to or fro .. 

19 WI PP , the DOE .hall f i r .t consult and ag ree in wr iting with the 

20 State of N.w Mexico r.garding the .u itab i l ity ( i nclud ing .afety) 

21 of . uch add i t ional rout • • •  
22 The parti •• anticipat. that the State may be 

23 g rant.d a role in the d •• ignation of .uch rou te. und.r regulation. 

2411 to b. e.tabli.h.d by th� 0 . 5 .  Department of Tran.por tation. 

2� Stat. agre •• that if it .hall .x.rci.e it. r i ghts under the.e 

28 r.9ulation., it .ha ll , at a minimum, d •• i g nate the route. 

Th. 

27 id.ntifi.d in Appendix B and . uch add itional route. a. the partiea 

28 may formally agree to a • •  et forth abov • •  

- 21 -
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g) A�eement for COnsultation on Sh ipment of WIPP 
R IoactIve wa.te by Ra Ilroad. 

Th. D.O.E . ag r ... to con.ult and coop.rat. vith the 

Stat. of N.w M.xico in accordance v l th the Con.ultation and 

Cooperat ion Agreement on shipment of radioactive va.te by r a i lroad 

to or frOlll the WIPP s i te .  Such con.ultation will al low the State 

the oppor tunity to submit wr i t ten co�ent. and recoMmendations .s 

to such rail shipment. and to have the State ' l  co�ents considered 

by D . O . E .  before shipping such valtes by r a i l .  

The D . O . E .  r ecogn izes that the State o f  New Mexico 

may choose to partic ipate in the State Ra i l  Saf.ty Par t icipat ion 

Pr09 ram funded through the Federal Ra i l road Admin istration and 

author ized by f.deral .tatute vhich would al low the State to 

designate a State Ra il road Inspector vho would join v i th federal 

r a i l road in.pectora In insp.c t i ng and insuring the track sa f e ty of 

the ra il lines in New Mexico u t i l i z ed to ship the WIPP waste to 

and from WIPP and to have acce •• to federally genera ted data on 

the status of the rail road li nes in New Mexico. The D . O .E . 

further recogn izes that any State comments regarding the sa fety of 

a particular ra 11 line u t i l i z ed to transport valte to or from the 

WIPP site may be bal.d upon the r.sult. of insp.c t lons conducted 

by the S tate ' s  Ra ilroad In.pector . 

h )  Agreeme n t  t o  Provide pr ior Not i f ication t o  the 
State of Nuclear Waste ShIpments to the WIPP 
site . 

The D.O.E. a9r8.s and stipulat •• that it will g ive 

to the S tate of Nev M •• ico d.ta i l ed and t imely pr ior not i f icat ion 

of h igh level nuclear vaste sh ipments and such other not i f ication 

regarding other nuclear vaste sh ipments as the parties may agree 

., 22 -
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111 to from tim. to tim.. Th. purpose of .ucl. not if ication • •  hall be 

to permit the performance of emergency reapon •• functions 

h.reund.r . Th. information conts ined in �uch noti f ication. shall 

bs tr.ated a. admin istrativ.ly con f i d.ntial in formation to 

prec lude the inappropriate u .. ther.of by other . .  spec i fic 

proc.dur .. and r.qu i r  .... nt. for . uch not ific
'
ation • •  hall b. 

n.gotiat.d and ag r.ed to by the partie. no lat.r than one (1) y.�r 

pr ior to the fi rst vut. shipment to the WIPP .ite. 

10 
11 I 12 I 13, 
1', 
15 
18 
17 

I 
18, 
19 
201 

21 
221 
23 , 2" I 25 1 
28 I 
27 I 28 

i )  

Th. D . O .E • •  tipulat.s and agrs • • t o  provide 

financial • •  s iatance to the State of ' Nev Melico to pay for one 

full-time" State env ironment a l  Ie ientilt and the nec • • aary 

r ad i a tion detection and mon i toring squipment in ord.r for the 

State to independently conduct transportation monitor ing on and 

o f f  the WIPP site. Such independent mon itorin9 capabil ity is to 

. be established prior to the emplac.ment of any va.te at WIPP as 

more fully .xplai ned and itemized in the ·Surv. illance Pr09ram for 

WIPP' in App.nd ix A h.reto and .hall continue throughout the time 

per iod that the WIPP proj ect remains in operation. 

D. WIPP OPERATIONS ENVIROIlMEllTAL MONITORING BY THE STATE 

OF NEIl MEXICO. 

1. Summary of the State of Nev Mexico ' .  Concern. and 
Summary of D . O . E .  Responses. 

Th. State of N.v Mex i co has .xpr •••• d it. conc.rn in 

the ar.a of WIPP op.ration. mon i tor i ng that the abs.nc. of N . R . C .  

l l c.nsing for th e  project o r  any oth.r indep.ndent monitor ing o f  

WIPP makes it i ncumbent on the State to i ndependent ly mon i tor the 

env i ronmen ta l asp.ct. of the op.rat ions of WIPP both on and off 

- 23 -
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the WIPP alte . To Deanlngfully ex e:c lae th is r ight, the State 

.eeks assistance from D . O . E .  In develop i ng and Implement i ng a 

State Monitor ing Plan 4. veIl as f i nanc ial •• sia t.ance from D.O . E .  

to pay for a state env i r onmental scien t i s t ,  ce r ta in .nvironmental 

monitor ing equ ipment .and funding to car r y  ou t the State ' s  

env i r onmental m on i tor i ng pro; ram for WIPP . The State also 

requests fund ing to cont inue an independent State review 

capab i l ity to independently analyze the D . O .E . ' .  WIPP operations 

data and the results of the State ' s  env ir onmenta l raon itor ing 

1 0 prog ra m .  Add itionally, the S ta te I s  concerned that a s  par t o f  the 

1 1 State ' s  monitoring respon s i b i l i t y ,  there should be established an 

12 a; reed-upon plan and procedu re for conduc t i ng ahort-term and 

13 long -term health. stud ies wh IcIL would be Implemented at the fed e r a l  

14 government ' s  e xpense i f ,  i n  t h e  opi n i on of the S tate,  a 

1 5 signif icant level of rad ioac tive ma ter i a l  has been released i n to 

18 the bi osphere in connec t i on w i th a WIPP-related activ i t y .  

1 7 
1811 19 
20 

21 
22 
23 

I 
24 

25 
28 

27 
28 

The D . O . E .  ma intains that the ab.ence of N . R . C .  

l i censi ng does not preclude i ndependent methods f o r  ver i f icat ion 

o f  O . O . E . ' s  program for the env i ronmental monitor ing of WIPP . It 

is recogn ized that any acceptable envi ronmental mon itoring p r og ram 

should include such independent ver i f icat ion of resulta . However , 

O . O . E .  i8 unw i lling to fund auch ver i f i ca t i on services on a 

commercial basis and to conc u r r en t ly fund the State for the same 

or s imilar serv ices. Therefor e ,  the O . O . E .  has reqQested that the 

State per form th is ve r i f i ca t ion service on an independent basis 

and I. w i lling to provide fi nanc i a l  a ss i stance to the State to 

obta in th is serv ice. 

2350z 
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The State a g r e  •• t o  provide such Independent 

env i r onmental mon I tor i ng ver i fication service. to O.O.E . The 

par t i es agree that such ver i f i ca t i on se r v i ces by the State could 

result in the belt ava ilable a .lur ance to the c i t izens of New 

Mex ico II. to the adequacy of the env ironmen ta I IIOni tor ing program 

for WIPP . 

2. Sti  ulation. and A reement .  for Resolvin the 
S ta te I Concerna n t e A r ea 0 W I PP eratlons 
Mon tor n an to Fu r n l .  In e en ent Ver cation 
to D . O . E .  0 ta Env l ronmenta MOn l tor n9 Prog ra m .  

a )  OVerview of WIPP Env i ronmenta l Monitoring 
Program. 

1 1 The pa r t ies acknowledge that the WIPP .nv lronmen tal 

12 mon itor i ng pro; ram has been de.cr ibed i n  general teras but that 

13 spec i f i c  operat ional aspects of the prog ram have not yet been 

14 fina lized .  It Is abo reco�nrzed that the env i r onmental 

15 monitoring prog ram must allow for react ion to changes in the state 

16 of the art In order to rema in v i able dur i ng the l i fe of the WIPP 

17 
18 
19 

20 
21 

22 
23 
24 

I 
25 

I 
28 

27 
28 

projec t .  In broadeat poas ible te rms , the envir onmental monitor ing 

program for WIPP shall I nclude : ( a )  preoperational monitor ing 

involv ing the collec tion analy s i s  and evaluat ion of env i ronme nta l  

lamples a s  I ba se li ne for la ter compllr i sons l ( b )  opera t i ons 

monitoring on and off the s i te through and Including 

decon tamina t i on and decomm l.slonlng of the l i te ,  and 

(c) post-operatlon • .,nltor lng on and off the site after the WIPP 

fac i l i ty has been cloaed. 

2350z 

b) A reement to Coord i n a te D . O . ! . ' .  
Mon tor ng P an 1 t t .  til te 0 

an and to ProvIde Envlronm.nta 
State of Nev MexIco. 
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111 Th. D . O . E .  agree. and .tipuhtu th.t D.O.E . will 

? 
II 

10 
11 d , 
13 
14 
15 
18 

I 
17 
181 

I 
111 
201 I 
21 
221 

231 

241 I 
25 
281 

: 
27 I 
28 

coordinat. ita env ironmental mon i tor ing pl.nl with the 

.nviron .. ental mon itoring plan and progr .... of the Stat. of New 

M •• ico and that D .O . ! .  will continu. to provide the St.te of N.w 

M •• ico with all aVlilable r.l.vant data and docu .. ntation relating 

to the environmental a.pect. of the NIPP op.rat ion.· in a t imely 

mann.r dur ing the .nt ir. oper ational l i f e  of WIPP. 

c )  Agr ..... nt by D . O . E .  to rund the Stat. of N.w 
MexIco '. pro osed MonitorIng Program for WIPP 
an Present Est mate 0 COlt. to Furn • 
Mon ltoring ServIce • •  

Th. st.te h •• furn i.hed the D . O . E .  with it. 

proposed Environmental MOnitoring pr�g r.m for WIPP which il 

at tached 'hereto •• Append i .  A .  The parti •• acknowl.dge that 

App.nd i. A will be .ubject to clar if ication and rovi.ion a8 the 

p.r ti •• work togeth.r in the coord i n.tion of a D .O.E . 

Env ironmental MOnitor ing program for WIPP and a Prog r am of 

v.r H i c.tion Servic .. to be furni.hed by the st.te. 

Th. Stat. h.1 allo furni.hed it. best esti .. ate of 

costs for the services to be furn ished to D . O . E .  and D . O . E .  ag rees 

to provide funding and/or equipment necel.ary for luch 

• • •  ilt.nce. Th. p.rtie • •  g r ee that luch •• tim.te of co.ts m.y be 

.ubject to chang. in r.lpon.e to r .v i l ion. or cl.r i f ic.tion in the 

und.r lying ••• umption. let forth in Append i. A .  

In th e  event th a t  such •• timated COltl increase o r  

d ee r  •••• by .or. than 1 5  p.rc.nt of the amount • •• t forth below 

for any g iv.n ye.r of proj.ct operation or for the tot.l e.t im.ted 

co.t of ver ific.tion •• rvic •• for the .nt i r e  project, D . O .E . ' .  

oblig.tion to furni.h the n.c •••• r y  f i n.ncial a •• i.tance 

• 26 -
2350& 

111 for any year following the year in which the incr .... or d.cr ... �; 

81 
? 
II 
SI 

I 10 
11 
121 d 
14 

! 
15 
18 
17 
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I 111 
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! 

22 
231 

24 I 
25 

I 
28 I 
27 I 
28 

il not.d ehall b. lubject to negot i.tion betw.en the parti .. .. " �, ' 
the Icope of the und.r lying ... umptionl in. Appendix A and the 

adequ.cy of any e l t ill.te. furn ilhed by the Stat • •  
d) State ' l  Pre.ent Zlti.ate of Costs to Furnish 

V.r ltlc.tlon ServIce. pur. uant to Appendi. A .  

Tota l co.t for . 1 1  Pha.el of Rad i.tion MOnitor ing 

Mon Itoring rlnt S.cond ThIrd 30th 32n4 
Ph... Year Y.ar Year to Y.ar to Year to 

Pt�E��atTorial 

Capital • 
Kl int . 

and o!'.r . • 

Tot. l 

Ope r a tional 
Labor 
Cap i tal 
Mo int.  and 

Oper . 

TOt.l 

Deco mm .  and 
Decontam. 

Labor and 
Operation • 
and Sampli ng 

po_toper . 
Monitoring 

Labor 
Kl i n t .  

an d  Op. r .  

TOtal 

28 ,600 
9 2 , 453 

77 , 110  

$198 ,163 

30 Ye.r 32 year 37 Y •• r 

28 ,600 
3 , 603  $, 79 , 3 3 4  

77 ,110 229 , 500  

$109 ,313  $ 308 ,834  

$ 800 , 800 
160 , 220 

1 , 647 ,840 

$ 2 , 608 ,860 

$253 , 660 

$ 33 , 000 

196 , HO 

$229 , 350 

Total (37 Yean) Rad lation Mon itor ing , $3 ,708 , 180 .00  

Include s co.ti for Rad iation Emergency Prep.redne •• , .upra • 

- 27 -
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1 e) Agreement for State Health Stud i e s .  

�he D . O . E .  agrees and .t ipulates that t h e  S tate has 

the right to independently conduct shor t-�erm and long-term health 

studi •• through an i ndependent agency or contr actor agreed to in 

ad"ance by the State and D . O . E .  i t ,  i n  the opinion of the State , a 

sign i f i cant level of r a d i a t i on has been released by a WIPP-related 

ac tiv i t y  on or off the WIPP s i t e  or it WIPP-related rad iat ion 

811 i n d uced health effects are detected i n  New Mex i co commun i t i  .. 

8' .u�round in9 WIPP, along transpor t a t i on routes or among the WIPP 

1 0  wor k force . �he D . O . E .  fur ther agrees t o  p a y  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  the 

1 1  cost o f  conducting such health Itud iea i t ,  after a good-fa i t h  

12 e f f o r t ,  the State is unable to obt a i n  such payment o r  aervices 

1 3  from other federal sources available for this purpose provided 

1. that the deci sion to conduct the health stud i es is scien t i f i cally 

1 �  j us t i f i ed .  Any d i s putes over whether the dec i s i on t o  conduct the 

1 8  health studies was Ic i e n t i f i cally j us t i f i ed shall b e  submitted to 

1 7  a r � i t r a t i on by a panel o f  scienti f i c  peers who shall follow the 

1 8  proced�res provided f o r  under the present Consultation and 

1 9  
I 

20 
I 

21 

22 
I 

23 
I 

24 

2� 

28 

27 
I 

28 

I 

Cooper a t i on Agreement between D . O . E .  and the State of New Mexico. 

Finally, D . O . E .  agrees and s t i pulates that the State may review 

i n forma t i on and data der ived from D . O . E .  's own internal health 

mon i tor ing program and .ay enroll WIPP employ ••• , on a voluntary 

ba.i s ,  i n  any State-instigated health stud ies . 

f )  A r.amant t o  Conti nue Fund i "  for the State ' ,  
Env ronmenta Eva uat on Group T roug and 
to NegotIate Regardlng an I nd. endent State 
Rev ew Capab ty There. ter . 

�he D.O.E.  agrees and stipulates tha t ,  at a 

m i n imum, D.O.E.  will cont i nue to fund the ac t i v i t i es of the 

2 3 50. 
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State ' s  Env ironmenta l Evaluation Group through September 3 0 ,  1985 
211 in i t s  present organ i za t i onal s t r ucture in the approl imate amount 

of $600 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  annually . 

The D . O . ! .  rec09 n i ze. the State l •  delire to 

� continue the S ta te review capab i l i ty and further agre .. to 

8 negot i ate for an appropriate Sta te rev i ew capab i l i ty independent 

7 of D . O . E .  beyond 1985 for the f u l l  operational l i fe of WIPP 

8 through and includ ing the decon taminat ion and decommisS ioning 

9 stages and post-operati onal s t ag e s  of WIPP. However , because o f  

1 0  t h e  d if f iculty in accur a te ly pred i c t i ng the f u l l  nature and scope 

1 1  o f  future oper ational ac t i v i t i es o f  WIPP beyond 1985 the par t i e s  

1 2  ag ree that the extent o f  the fund i ng and the organizational 

1 3  s t r ucture of s uch an independent S tate r ev i ew capabi l i ty w i l l  � e  1411 the subject of annual or other per iod ic negot iat ion between the 

1 5  S ta te o f  New Mexico and D . O . E .  The f i r s t  o f  such negot i a t i on s  

1 611  will convnence no later than 6 0  days pr ior to Oc tober 1 ,  198 5 .  
1 7  

18 

E.  UPGRADING OF STA� HIGHWAYS . 

1 .  Summary of the Sta te of New Me xico ' s  Concer n s .  

1 9  �he State o f  New Me x i co i s  concerned that based o n  the 

20 ident i f ica t i on of probable transpor tat ion routes by D . O . E .  for 

21 WIPP shipments i n  the Pinal E nv i r onmental Impact S ta tement for 

22 WIPP , cer t a i n  portions of State h ighways may be used which are 

23 presently unsafe and substandard and mU lt be repa i r ed and 

24 upgraded . �h. State s.eks to have D . O . E .  assist the State in 

2� ob ta i n i ng federal fund i ng for the State to pay for the u pg r ad i ng 

26 of those por t i ons of State h ighways designated for WIPP shipments 

27 wh i ch are most i n  need of repa i r  a nd for which State or federal 

28 appropriat ions are not otherwise av a i l able. �he State ha s 

2350. 
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design.ted portionl of the WIPP tr.nspor t.tion routel which h.ve 

the highelt prior ity for rep. i r  based upon the ir  lubst.nd.rd 

I 

cond [tion .nd the fact that allllolt .11 Ih ip ... nU aUlt n.C .... r ily 

funnel down tho •• h ighway..  The State allo I •• k • ••• uranee that 

it Ihall not pay for the upgrad ing of any county roadl or the 

con.truction of new roadl in the vicin ity of the WIPP .ite which 

may be used .a aceesl roadl for the transportation of valte to 

WIPP .  

2 .  

a )  "Si1:c.men\. U Y  u . v . z:. .  \. u  roY 1: 0 1:  ,-,ona1.1:UJ;;", ... u n  of 
•• _ _ _ _ _ _  3 _ _  � � � _ �  �L_ - � - �- �h-il ft n �  � A V  lor 

The D .O .E .  agrees that in the event any ex isting 

New Mex i co county ro.d in the v icin ity of the WIPP lite is used .s 

an accesl road for the transportation of vaste to WIPP , the State 

ahall not be responsible for the COlt of any upgrading of luch 

roads which D .O .E .  determines to be neceslary in connec tion w i t �  

such u se .  In the event a new road must be conltructed for use as 

an access road for the tr anspor tation of waite to WIPP , D . O . E .  

sh.ll  pay for the conltruction of luch new road . 

b) A reement to Jointl Seek a 58 Million collar 

ec a A ro r atlon From on rei. or 

U ra n 0 Certain New MexlcO H WI S .  

The D.O.Z.  agrees that ,  with the lupport of the New 

Mexico Cong relaional Delegation , which support will be solicited 

by the State o fficials in furtherance of implementing th ia 

Agreement,  D.O.E.  will make a good faith effort to join and 

support the State .nd i ts Delegation in seeking a Ipec ial 

- 30 -
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III appropriation froa Congre .. in the amount of $57 ,886 , 5 4 4 . 00 (19B2 

dollarl) for the purpole of •• Iilting the State in the tiaely 

upgr.d ing and repair of the following delcr ibed port ionl of New 

Mezico h ighw.YI which have been deterained by the State to be molt 

in ne.d of repair along the d •• ignated WIPP tr.nlport.tion 

10 
11 
12 
13

1 
14 
1 5 

18 
I 

17 
181 
lei 

I 
20 
21 
221 

231 

2,1 
251 

281 I 
27 I 
28 

rout... (Lilted by order of  pr ior ity . )  

1 .  U . S .  Highw.y 2B5 (FAP-023-3)  froa ita 

j unc tion with U . S .  Highway 70  north of ROlwell to j unction w ith ' 

U . S .  Highway 60 at Vaughn for a d iltance of B9 . 4  ailel . zltimat.d 

COlt. $ 25 , 700 , 000 .00 . 

2. U . S .  Highway 60-285 (FAP-027-1)  from 

Enc i no toward Vaughn for a d istance of .9 . 2  ail.1 for an •• t imated 

COlt of $ 2 , 760 ,000 . 00 

3. U . S .  Highway
'
285 (FAP-050-1) from 

Tor rance/san Miguel county line north and from Wh ite Lakel north 

for a diatanc. of 19 .B mn .. for an est imaUd COlt of $5 , 840 ,000 .00  

4 .  U .S.  Highway 60-2B5 (FAP-023-1) betw • •  n 

Car llbad and Loving for widening and resurfacing of 7 .4 ailel for 

an e st imated co.t of $2 ,710 , 42 2 . 0a and for re.urfacing of 9 . 1  

mile. for an e.timated COlt o f  $ 1 , 386 , 12 2 . 0 0 .  

5 .  N .M .  Highway 4 (FAP-054-1) f rom pojoaque 

to the RiO Grande Br idge for a d ilunce of B . l  an .. at an 

e.timated coat of $ 2 , 430 , 000 . 00 .  

6 .  U . S .  Highway 5 4  (FAP-20-3) from its 

junction w ith U . s .  Highw.y 60  at Vaughn to junction w i th N .M .  

Highway 2 1 9  at paatun for a d istance of 3 2 . 2  mnes at an 

estimated COlt of $ 9 , 660 , 00 0 . 0 0 .  

7 .  U . S .  Highway 6 2/1BO (FAP-022-2) east of 

Car lsbad and three l.etionl of U . S .  Highway 285 (FAP-023-1) 

between Carllbad and aolwell for a d iltance of 30.7 milel at an 

eltimated cost of $7 , 400 , 000 .00.  

All  • •  Ihown on Append ix B hereto . 

TOTAL. 205 . 9  anel - $ 57 , 886 , 544 .00 

The State recognizel that such funding may be 

appropr iated over a four-year per iad commenc ing , ide.lly , four 

y •• ra prior to any va ate being transported aero •• thea. roadl to 

- 31 -
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the WIPP .ite . The funding wi l l  be a llocated and used by the 

S tate on a p r i or ity basi. for tho.e portion. of h ighvays mo.t in 

211 need of repa ir with the higheot risk of accident in the order of 

pt iO'r ity eo .et forth above . 

P. FUNDING AMOUNT ADJUSTMENTS . 

The parti .. recogn ize that the level of fund i ng for the 

co_i tment . .. t for th herein are ba.ed upon 1912 dollaro and the 

partie. further recognize that the .tat.d amounts her.in viII be 

ad ju.ted for inflation at the time payment i. made . All .uch 

co .... itm.nt. for fund ing ar • •  ubject to the ava ilabil ity of 

1011 appropri ated fund • •  
11  

12 
G .  MODIFICATIONS . 

The parti •• recognize that' the par t i cular. of th i s  

1 3// Supplemental Agreement may be mod ified by the parties in the 

14 future by formal vritten agreement of the par t i  • • •  
1 11  

1 6  
R .  EFFECT OF '1'81 S AGREEMENT . 

Th i. Supplemental Stipulat.d Agreement , a. veIl a. the 

1 7 p r i or S t ipulated Agr.ement ent.red herein On July I, 1981, 

18 r • •  Olv •• and •• ttl •• , aubject to the respec tive contingenci • •  
19 provided for therein and future compli ance therewith, all of the 

20 i.sue. rai.ed in th i. litigation. Such agreement • •  ntered into 

10
1 

1 1  

1 2 

1 3  

14 

Hi 
16 

17 

18 
, 

19 
I 

20 
I 

21 

2 1// between the S ta te of N.w Mexico and D . O . E .  i n  th •• e proceed ing. 22 
22 conatitut. a full .. tt l.ment of .uch iaau... I t 1& further agreed 23. 

23 and r.cog n i zed by the parti •• that thi. S upplemental St ipulat.d 

24 Agreement and the pr.viou. Stipulated Agreement of July I, 1981,  

211 a r e  binding contractual ag r  • •  menta the complianc. w i t h  which . i. 

26 aubject to the appropriate ov.rsight jurisdi ction of thi. Cour t .  

27 No prOVision in th i .  Agreement .hall b .  con.trued to prevent 

28 . ither the State of Rew Mexico or the United State. from .ee k i ng 

further d i .po.itive order. in thi. ca.e at an appropriate future 

tilDe. 
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S IGNATURE. 

POR 'mE PLAINTIFF STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

2350. 

BRUCE K ING 
Governor , State of New Mex i co 

JEFF 8 INGAMAN 
Attorney Genera l ,  State of New Mex ico 

GEORGE S .  GOLDSTE I N ,  ph. D .  
Secretary, H.a l th and Envi ronment 

Department 
Cha irman, Rad ioac t i ve Waste 

Consultation Task Force 

JOSEPH F.  CANEPA 
SpeC i a l  Assistant Attorney General 
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THE STATE OP NEW MEXICO ' S  ENVIRONMENTAL 

MONITORING PROG� POR WIPP 

The State of New Mexico ' .  environmental radiation 

.urve i llance program for WIPP operation. i. deligned to .erve a. 

an independent .. an. to evaluate the accuracy and preci.ion of the 

results a. determined by the Department of Energy ' l  progra.. Such 

a .eaningful , independent State role i. crucial for public 

confidence and acceptance given the f act that WIPP i.  exempted 

from NRC licenling and in.pection requirement. . In order to 

aa intain thil independence the State w ill require the following ' 

(1) that aplit  .ample. will be taken by a procedure approved by 

the State and DOE. and , if the par t�ea 10 desire,  under the 

ob.ervation of the de.ignated reprelentatives of both agenc iel on 

a routine collection Ichedule, tha t ,  where applicable ,  lample 

preparation will follow eltablil�ed quality allurance/quality 

control procedures to insure a homogenous mixture prior to taking 

aliquot s ,  (2) that the lample Ichedule and location will be 

e xpanded or altered in accordance with any reasonable request by 

the representative. of the State of New Mexico, ( 3 )  that lample 

analyse. will be performed by laboratoriel not affiliated with nor 

under contract with the Department of Energy to perform analy.il 

of WIPP envi ronmental .on itoring .amplel'  and (4)  that a State 

qua lity control program will be eltabli.hed and aa inta ined for 

routine calibration of a ir lample. and theraoluainelcent 

do.imeterl in add ition to the intercomparilon of .pec ific  

rad ionuclide analy"e. by a referee laboratory progr.m, luch al the 

one certified by the Rational Bureau of Standard. or the 

Env i ronmental Protection Agency. 
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A. Preo erational Ph •• e Be ins 1\10 Years Pr {or to Waste Emp acement! . 

1 .  Elternal Gamma Expo. ure 
Duplicate thermolumine.cent do.imeter. (TLD ' . )  at all 

of the DOE ' • •  tation • •  
2 .  !2!.! 

Random .plit .ampling and .pec ific i.otopic analy.e. 
for up to 30' of the DOE ' • •  cheduled program. 

3.  Atmo.pher ic Particulate. 
Duplicate h i gh VOlume a i r  pa rti culate .ampler ( . )  

adjacent t o  the DOE ' s  .ta tion in t h e  a r e a  of maximum pred ic ted 
downwind g round depol ition. The State representative may elect to 
mon itor the .ampl ing , mon itor ing and analytic proc ... rather than 
take duplicate .ample • •  

4 .  Water and Sediment. 
Random .plit .ample. and .pec i f i c  iaotopic analy ... for 

up to 30' of the DOE ' .  Icheduled program. 
5. Produce and Meat 

Locally ·produced fru i t ,  vegetables , .eat and 
poultry r andom Iplit .ample. and the .ame ana lYle. for up to 30' 
o f  the DOE ' I  Icheduled prog ram. 

B .  Operational Pha.e 

The operational rad iation lurveillance program will be 
limilar to the preoperational pha.e. The f i nal de.ign of the 
pro9ra., however , will b. baled on • review of the environ.ental 
data COllected during the two year. pr ior to wa.te emplacement 
operation.. Two add itional h ig h  volume a i r  .a.pling .tation. are 
planned for (1)  an are. downwind determi ned to be the area of 
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largest riak to population dur i ng the operational ph .. e and, (2)  a location remote and 180 degree. f rom the previoul location and on 
the oppoa ite .ide of the WIPP Site . 

c. Decomm issioning and Decontamination Phale 
The level of enVironmental rad iological surveillance 

developed during the operational pha.e .hall be conti nued dur ing and for at lea.t two year .  fOllOWing complete decommi •• ioning and 
decontamination of the .ur fac. fac i l i tie.. Thi. i. to include 
both the State and the Department of Energy'. prog ram. . In 
add ition, increaaed surface 80il and vegetation sample. will be 
collec ted and analyzed to en.ure decontamination standard. in 
effect at the t ime are met. 

D. POlt-operational Phase 
The final enVironmental rad iolog ical .urveillance pha.e 

will pr imar ily .erve to ensure the public that re.u.pen.ion of 
contami nated ground surface par t icles , if any, i s  not creating a 
Potential long-term i nhalation problem. The program will al.o 
inc lude conti nued analyses on an annual basis of lOme selec ted 
lO i l ,  and surface and g round water .ampli ng locations as 
determi ned by a review of the data and/or the molt c r i tical 
pathways to .an . The min imum program projected at this time and 
to be continued for a period of not leu than f i ve ( 5 )  y .. r a  
fOllOWing termination of the decommi •• i on i ng and decontamination 
pha.e 10 : 

(1 )  Intermittent operat ion of the .tate-operated high volume air .ampling Itat ion •• 
(2) Four annual loil surface .amplel. 
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( 3 )  Pour annual water lample • •  

( 4 )  Thermolumine.cent dosimeters .  

E .  � 

The 6o11ar value. uled for total annual COltl for 

operating the four program phases are ba.ed upon 1982 dollars .  

ft e  transpor tation "",n itor ing program costl are added into the 

operational phase of the env i ron�ental radiation survei llance 

program. Onlell otherwile indicated , capital expend iture. are 

... ortized over a five-year per iod. 

All environmental radiological mon itor ing equipment 

and supplies used in th is program by the representatives of DOE . 
and the representatives of the State of New Mexico may be 

purchased by the WIPP operator in lieu of the funds provided 

belov o in accordance with a spec ification approved by the 

representatives of both agencies � Also , in lieu of fund s ,  

aaintenance may be per formed on-site , o r  maintenance contracts may 

be placed by the WIPP Operator conta ining technical spec ifications 

approved by both representat ives of the agenc ies . The WIPP 

Operator ' s  calibration equipment will be available to 

reprelentative. of both agenc i.s , and all calibration of th is 

equ ipment .hall be completed in accordance with procedure. 

approved by the repre.entative. of both agenc ies. Off-site 

ca l ibration contracts .hall be maintained on an .. needed bash by 

the WIPP Operator and conta in the technical spec i f ication. 

approved by representative. of both agencie. . In add ition, the 

IfIPP Operator shall supply the State ' s  representativ .. with all 

supplies necessary to implement the mon i toring program. 
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1 .  

a )  

b) 

c )  

Monitor inQ (Two Yearl  Pr ior to Receiot of 

Labor and Bene f i ts 
Environmental 

Scientist IIl-E 
o Per Diem 

Ca2ital E!Eenses 
one (1) HIgh Volume 

Air Sampler -
( installation,  
fencing , calibra-
tion equipment) 

Thermolumineacent 
Dosimeters (TLD ' s ) '  

Rad iation Detoction 
and Monitor ing 
Equipment • 

Replacement of 
Rad iation DeteC:--
tion Equipment 
After 15 Years • 

Pirst 
Year !!!.ill.!l 

$ 2 , 750 • •  

1 , 100 

8 5 , 000 • •  

Ma i ntenance and Q2eration 
Tranlportation 0 

(SU te veh icle) 
15 , 000 Miles/Year 
at $0 . 22/Mile 

0 Ma i ntenance of Radia-
tion Detection 
Equipment • •  

0 Air pilters 

0 Sample Packag ing 
and Shipping 

Total � (TwO Years) 

$26 , 400 $52 , 800 
2 , 200 � 

57 , 200 

550 ..  3 , 850 • •  

220 1 , 540 

85 ,000 •• 

2 , 833 •• 5 ,667 •• 

$ 3 , 630 7 ,260 

8 , 500 • •  17 , 000 

110 220 

550 1 , 100  

Por use in Rad iat ion Emergency Preparednes • •  
•• It i s  the intention o f  the parties that the WIPP operator shall 

furnish the equ ipment , supplies and services noted . In  such 
event,  thele amountl w i ll not be paid .  
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2. 

o TLD Calibration 

o Miscellaneous It ... 

Pirat 
Y.ar 

In itial 

o Admin i.trative Support ,  
Repor t. , etc . 

o Samplo Analy.os 

Air 
TLD ' .  
Soil 
Water 
rru its , Vegetables , 

Meat.,  etc.  

Annual 

1 , 100 

550 

1 , 100 

8 , 140 
1 , 540 

1 3 , 640 
5 , 390  

32,860 

$77 ,110 

Total 
jTvo Yearal 

2 , 200 

1 , 100 

2 , 200 

1 6 , 280  
3 , 080 

27 ,280 
1 0 , 780  

65,720 

$154 , 220 
Two-year Total Cost tor Preoporation. Mon i toring, 5 307,476  

erational Mon itor i n  To Be  in  at  Start  of  Shi  ment of  Waste an Exten to Oecomm 5S on "9 - Th r Year to t Year) • 

a .  Labor and Bene f i t. 
EnvIronmental 

Sciontist III-E 
o Per Diem 

First 
Year 

In i tial 

Total Labor and Bene fit. 

b.  Capi tal IIPen ... 0 Two (2)1GM Detoctor. 
$ 550 nch 1 , 100 •• 

0 Two (2) Portable 
Alpha Scintilla-
ti ... Detectors 
$1,300 each 2 , 640 • • 

Total 
Annual 28 Years) 

$26 ,400 ....,WQQ 5739  ,200  -!.L.!Q.Q. 
$28 ,600 580 0 , 800 

220 •• 7 , 260 ** 

530 •• 1 7 , 480 ··  

It 18 the intention ot the partin that the WIPP operator .hall 
tUrn ish the equipment ,  .upplies and .orvice. noted. In .uch 
evont,  tho.e amount. vill not bo pa id . 
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c.  

0 Tvo (2) Micro-R 
Metera 

Firat 
Year 

In i tial Total Annual 28 Year!l 

$ 1 , 540 aach 3 , 080  ** 620 • •  20 , 440 * . 
0 Two (2)  Bigh Volumo Air Samplera 

$2 ,200 oach 4 , 400 880 • • 29 , 040 
0 One (1)  Four-Wh.el Dr ive Voh icle 1 3,200 2,600 86,000 

Total Cap ital 
Expenses $24 ,420  $ 4 , 850  $16 0 ,220 

Maintenance and �er.tion o Four-Wheel V. icl. 1 , 650 46 ,200 
0 Instrument Cal ibrati'on and Ma intenance 1 , 540 4 J , 120 
0 Air Sampler Ma intenance 440 1 2 , 320 
0 Sample Packag ing and 

Sh i pping 
550 15 , 400  

0 Oo.ite Offi ce Space to be Provided by the IXlE 
0 Admin istrative Support ,  

Reports, etc. 2 , 750 77 , 000 
0 Sample "naly ... 

Air 24 ,420 683 , 760  TLO ' .  
1 , 540 43 , 120 Soil 13 ,640  381 , 920 Water 5 , 390  150,920  rruita, Vegetabl.s , 

Meat., etc. 2 , 860 8 0 , 080 
Additional Analy ••• -..Lill ---.tH,000 
Total Maintonanco 

and Opora tion $60 ,280  $1,687,840  
28 Years Total Co.t tor Operational Ma intenance, $2,648,860 

It 11 tho intention of tho parties that the WIPP op.rator shall furni.h tho equipmont, .uppli •• and servic •• noted . In .uch ovont,  th ... amounts will not be pa id . 
- 7 -
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C o  

Decommiss ion ing and Decontamination (30th Year to 32nd Year )  

Total 

o 

o 

Annual (Two Year 5 )  
Continued Operational Prog ram 93 ,830 $187 ,660 

Add itional Sampling and Analyse. ]3 ,000 66 ,000 

$ 2 5 3 , 660 Total $126 , 8 30 

Two-Year Total Cost for D. ' D: $253,660 

Postoperat lonal Mon itor 1M (32nd Yeu to ]7th Year - Total 
Flve Years) 

Total � (5 Yean) 
Labor and Bene f its a. 

Two Month. at $26 ,400/Ye.r $ 4 , 400 $ 22 , 000 
0 Per Diem �,20g IHOO 
Total Labor , Benef i ts S ,60 $3  , 00 

b. Capital Expense. 0 

c .  M a  intenanee and QEerationB 
0 VehIcle. (FIve-year 

Amort i z at ion) 2 , 640 1 3 , 200 

0 Veh icle Operation 1 , 6 50 8 , 250 

0 Calibration 1 , 100 5 , 500 

0 Air Sampler Ma i ntenance HO 2 , 200 

0 Sample Packaging and 
Shipping 550 2 , 750 

0 Admin istrative Support 1 , 100 5 , 500 

0 Sample Analys .. 

Air 2 4 , 4 20 122, 100 
Soil 3 , 080 15 , 400 
Water 2 , 750 13, 750 
TLD ...hill. ---L..lQQ 
Tota l $ 4 5 , 870 $229 , 350 

Five-Year Total Cost for Postoperatlon Mon itoring. $229,350 

• •  It I. the Intention of the parties that the WIPP operator 
.ha ll  furn ish the equlpm.nt , .upplles .nd .erv lce. noted. In 
such event ,  the.e amount. vlll not be p.ld.  
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5 .  Total Co.t for all Ph •••• of Radl.tlon Monitor ing 

Mon itoring Ph •• e .  
Year 

preoterational 
La or 28 ,600 

9 2 , 45] 

28 ,600 

] , 60 3  

]-30 

• 79 , 334 Capital • 
M. lntenance 

and Oper . 
Total �HH " &HH ·· m'm " $1 , $ 1 , . , 

OPerat lon.l 
Lobor 

Capital 

M.lntenance and Operation. 
Total 

Decommission ing and Decontamination 
Labor and OperatIon. 

and Sampling 

postoperatlonal Mon i tor ing 
Labor 

Qpererational and Ma i ntenance 

Total 

100 , 800 

160 , 220 • •  
1 , 647 ,140 • •  2,608,860 

Total (35 Yeara) Rad iation Monitor ing' $3,708.110 

30-32 

$ 2 5 3 , 660 

32-37 

$ 3 3 , 000 

196,350 

$229 , 350 

•• It i. the intention of the partie. that the WIPP oper.tor 
.hall furni.h the equ lpae;,t, .upplle. and .ervlces noted. In 
.uch event , the.e amount. vl ll not be paid.  

2262. 

- 9 -
APPENDIX A 



w 
w 
.,J::o. 

- nua �TATION 10UTU '01 _ WASTI ... 'MlNrI 

.IIiIl llCnONS 110lIl11110 IWIOYIMINTS '01 _::H PIOllAt 
�ING IS UQUUTEO 

APPENDIX B 

--_Mo.co 
---=--.........:..... 

MAR 2 4 1988 
lJnited States Government Department of Energy 

memolrOl ra d u m  Albuquerque Operations Office 
,)..7... 

DATI.: JAN 1 4. 13eS 
IIIEPLY TO OCC ATTN 0': 
SU&.JECT: Modification to the Con.ultation and Cooperation Agreement Between the 

State of Nev Mexico and the· DOE Concerning the \lIPp Project . 
TO, 

Thru: 
Dou.ld P. Hodel, Secretary, (5-1) HQ 
�lIjor G"11.r.l�11 •• v. �.� "A •• 1,tant Secretary for Delen.e Prolrama. 

(DP- l )  HQ � '.l cr' � 
Punuant to the one-time delegation of authority cOCllllLln!cated to me on 
November 30, 1984, I have .igned the above-referenced Hodif1caUou OD 
be�lf of the· Department. A copy of the u:ecut i document 1s attached. 

The uin point. of the Kod1f1cat1oD are: 

1 .  .l clArification of the WIPP bilh level vaste experimental program.; 

2. A reitention of the total quantity of remota-handled (RB) tr.nsuranic (TllU) w •• te to b. received at WIPP 'including an _greement on the surface 
do •• rat •• and curie content of the U Tll!l; 
3 .  An a.sur.nc.e that the United States ""111 have responsibility for 
,!)o.t-c.losure control at the aite: 

4 .  A ch.ri!ication of the positions held by DOE and the State concerning 
resoc.rce development .t the aite; 

.5 .  " conf irmation that DOE viII comply .. -ith all regulations applicable to 
the project; 

6. .l provision detailing the consult.tioo. and cooperation procesl with 
respect to the de.ou.tr.tion of retriev.bili ty prior to the receipt of 

vaste; 

7. further specific.tion of the consultation procesa c.oncerhl.n, the 
decootall1natioa. .nd decomm.ssioninl phase: .nd 

8. netail. and ti .. fr .... for the completion of the additional 
seotachnical Itu�iel previously IUllestee: by the State. 

lea �f��t,· 
R.; G. RO!D&to\lski 
ManAger 

Attach.ont � f2t / / 
Approved: _ _ � 

Se� �etary Donald p. Hodel 
T� ... ",. .. " 1 R 1 C q "  

HQP. 8 70601 
. 9204 
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'IRST "ODIFICATION TO TIlE JUl. T I I 1981 "Ao:u:r::a:NT 

101 CONSULTATION AND COOPERATION" 011 IIIP' IT TIl! 
STAn 0' NEIl HEXICO AI!D D, S, DlPAlTHE�"T . O' !�"!ICT 

n. follovial .odification. to the July I ,  1981 Acree.eat for COl18ultatioD and 

Cooperatiora, and the VorkiDI Alreeaent for Consultation .ad CooperatioD, vhich 

Kjr . 810£0: 
. �::0� 

fonu I part ther.of, ar. hereby IIr •• d to hy the State of H.v Kerlco ("State") 

aDd the Unite. State. Depart.eDt of !aerlY ("DO!"), aad are effecti.e and 

.. iadinl UpOD tbe parti .. al of the aip.illl of this docu •• nt. 

�IlEA.S , the Stat. baa identified cert.in. continuing CODcerlU r.lardinl: ( 1 )  

the Ipecific .talioa of WIPP. (2) a demoDltratioft of tbl retri.v.hility o f  the 

VIPP vaat .  prior to e.plac •• eat, (3) poat-cloaure control .Dd reapoo.libUity by 

DOE, (4) co.platioD of cert.h, .dditioul aci.Dtific tel Un, and repor t . ,  (S) 
enpli.Dce vith .pplieahl. federal raplatory ataDdards for vast. repo'itori •• , 

aDd (6) • prolra. for eDcouraiiai aad r.portiDI upoa the hi rial of Hev Mexico 

r •• id.at. at VIPP; aa. 

WllEUAS ,  DO! .ad the State ha •• 'Ireed that the fo11owinl .0dif�catioD. addre .. 

those specific State coacerDI .nd are ira furtheuace of, and cODslateat vi th, 

"oth DOE '. rtlpoDl1hUity for aational s .curity aud carryinl out . the .iaaioa of 

WIlP i� .ccordance vith Puhlic Lav 96-164 and t.l. State'a relponl 1bil1ty for 

the velfar� of ita eithen • •  nd the aafe enviroam.nt of Hev HeJticor and 

V!.!:A!AS, thea • •  odificationa are ... d. in accordaac. vith Articl. V _ 
KODIlICAIIONS of the Agree •• Dt for ConaultatioD and CooperatioD and 

A.rticl. I r�lardial 1Io0dif1utioD of the WorkiDl AareemeDtj and 

VB!:I.!.AS ,  the parti .. recolnh. that becaua. of the 10uC-t.t1I .nd .ianific.nt 

D.tura of the WIPP Project, there _y 'be additional hsu .. and CODcerns th.t 

--7 h • •  ddr .... d iD future acreed upoa modification • •  nd th.t thh lint 

KCH!ific.tioD. in DO vay 11111t. the p�rtiea fro-. rahinl such additional 

cOQcernl ia the future; 

HOV, l'BE1t.IFOU, the partiel alree to .odify tbe July 1 .  1981 Alue_nt for 

COlUultatiou aud CooperatioD aad the V!rkina Alr .... nt for CODaultatiOQ and 

Cooperation, vbich h a part thereof. in tb. followinl part icular. Duly: 

"ODIFICATIO�S TO ACIU:EHENT POI CONSULTATION AND COOPERATION 

1. K�dify Articl. VI - VIPP KISSION by revhing n:ist iDc p.ra&rapha I. and C. 

aad addin, aew parearapbl D. , E. aDd r. to read ira their enUrety .a 

follows: 

".. VIPP h iQuDded to include receipt, handlin, and p er-anellt dhpo •• l 

of d.fea.e trauauraDic va�te and tempor.ry a t ora,. for e:r;peri.ental 

purpoaea of a l1.tted allouat of hiah-level defense vaete. 

All of the bigh-level v •• te viII' be re.oyed fro-. the WIPP upon 

compl.tioa of the e:r;perimeo.tI aud prior to dec("'1tam1naUoa .nd 

�eco-t .. ioniDI of the: facUity. The trao.luranic vaste viII he 
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subject to a period of retrievability prior to penu.nent disposal a. 

.et forth in the letrievability Plan referenced in Article IV of the 

Vo!kinl Acreement. 

Tbe VIPP FEIS analyzes the impacts on the pubUc health aDd .. hty 

froll the relea.e of radioactiTe aterial frail VIPP. DOE'. position is 

that the bound, of these imp.cts are e. t.blishe� by the estimated dale 

consequences, rather than by any of the particular characteristics of 

the waste to be emplaced at \IlPP.. It is the State's pOlition th.t the 

impacts on public health .nd .afety .re bounded not only by dOle 

estiatel but by the s i t e  characterization, 1llU1tipie containaent 

barriers, QA prograas, desicn -eriuria, operatiOtlal control l ,  

enforcement o f  lafety procrallll a n d  other cood encineerinl practices. 

The analYles in the 'WIPP PElS use the upper liait of 100 rem per hour 

a. tbe madllNA surface do.e rate for . canister of rellote handled 

transuranic (ltB-nU) w.s t e  .nd an expected maximum activity le",el of 

23 curies per liter for the v.ste. The hcord of Decision dated 

January 22, 1981 also lilDited the tot.l Tolume of ltB-nu to be Ihipped 

to VIPP to 2�0,000 cubic feet. 

A lbdted .mount of lB.-nU vaste, delcribed belov a. falling within 

the 100 to 1000 r .. per bour rance, presently in existence hal 

activity levels snd ch.racteristics which exceed the tr.nsuranic ·wute 

characteristics u.ed in the VIPP F£IS. Since physically reducing luch 

waste fora to levels below 100 rem per hour cay be h:practical and 

since the VIPP l:aste Acceptance Criteria (VAC) or its cO.l- lnioD vaste 

certification cOR.pliance requireeents will pendt exceptions to the 

\lAC, the DOE vUl, prior to grantinc luch exceptions for .uch va.ta 

.nd prior to the .hip.ent of such va.te.: (1) perfora aulYI.s to 

a.certaia the impact of .uch on the public health aad satety, (2) 

con.ult with the State of New Hexico, including proTidinc the Stat. 

with a eop1 of the ,naly.e. for revie" and coa.ent, and (3) provide to 

the State a period of forty,..fi.,.. (t.5) days to redev and cOOZlent on 

.uch analyses prior to crant inc any luch u:ceptioal. In. no instaace 

viII such an exception to the \lAC be cunted it it vould eaus. a 

s i gnUicant incre .. e in the i.pacts on public health and .afety 

d iscussed in the VIPP FEIS .  

Th e  DOE .greel that no defea •• lJl-nU ,deh a surface do.e rate in 

excell of 1000 rem per hour vUl be .hipped to VIPP aDd that no aore 

than 51 of the total volume of 250,000 cubic feet (or 12,500 cubic 

feet .... xi.um.) of defense !.B.-nIl shipped to VIPP viII exceed 100 re. 

per bour .urface do.e rate. Defense lB.-TIU waste Ihipped to \IlPP viII 

not exceed the 23 curies per litl.r .... xilN. activity 1«"el (avera sed 

over the volume of the c.nist.r). The total curie. of dafeDse lB.-nO 

shipped to \IlPP .hall not exceed 5 . 1  .illion curie.. The 

concentratious of radionuclides ill the JJI-no canisters shall be 

deteooned by a proeedure which 'hall include one or .ara of the 

follovinc b.dc .ethods: ( 1 )  .. teriala accountab U i ty; (2) 

elallificat ion by .ource; (3) Irosl radioacti"ity .... ur •• eat·. ' 

(4) direct measuremeats of aajor e.on t r ibutiDI radi01lucUd.s; or (�) 

such other metbods a, the parties DAY asree to. 
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Further, DO! alue. that the a.ouDt of defeDle hilh-level valte (DIL\l) 
uled OD aD esperi •• Dtal ba.i. vill not exceeel 430,000 curie. per 

ca�lIt_r aDel • total of 17.2  .illion curia • •  Th. DOE vill eli.clo.a iD 

¥TitiDI to the State �he upper Umit of the .urhu do.e rate of aDY 

DIILV c.n1lur to b. broulht to the VIPP for experi •• ntal purpo.e. DO 

later thaD February 28, 1985. 

VIPI' 11 DOt eledlneel for th._ p.nI&oent d1lpo.al of hilh-l."el 

va.te, Dor baa tb. VIPP . i U  itaalf b •• D characteriz.d for .uch 

pet1Uaaot el1lpolal. 

c. DOE, or ita .ucce •• or lov.rtUl1Dtal II.DCY, or the UDited Stat., if DO 

.uch al_acy, Ihall Dot abaaeloD the VII'I' .ita without el.cODtaaiutioD 

aael eleco..tUiODiDI h.viDI be.n coapl.teel, .ael DOl o r  ita .ucc ••• or 

lo"ernaeDtal IleDcy, or the Uaiuel Statu if DO iuch alency , 'hall 

ha"e the re,poDdbUity for ODloinl po.t-clo.ur. ia.titutioul cODtrol 

at the VIPI' dt.. AI Itat.el iD the Workial Alr.e.eat ,  the ail .. : toDe. 

.rA a •• ociateel cOD.ult.tioD aael cooperatioD proce •• pro"idoaa 

co"erine the el.co1;ltaaioatioD aDel eleco.a!uioaiDI of VUP, iDClueliD.J 

the cOD.uliatioD ,roclIl cODcerDinl the leDlth aDel e:r.teat. of tbe 

pOlt-cl0.ure iDl utuUoaal cODtrol, lhall be Delotiateel aDd relol".d 

by the parti., ia the futur., aDel at 1 •• lt oae y.ar prior to the Itart 

of the elecoaU.inatiou aDel elecom:U,.ioaial of VIPP. 

DuriDI facUity cOD.tructioD lael operatioa the DOE vill Dot allow 

.ub.urtac. aiDiDI, drillial or resource exploration fro-. vithiD the 

VIPP lite. ne "'JI.I'P ,it." II u •• el hera .eaDI the 4 1: 4 ail. (10,240 

acre.) area cOD.htial of •• ctiODI 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 21, 22, 27,  

28.  29.  30. 3 1 ,  32,  33 aDel 34 of TOVllship 22 South, JaDI. 31 ! •• t ,  

� ,  i D  Southe •• ten Hev Mexico. 

De"iat.el elrUl1DI for oil aDel .a, from out,iele tbe VIPP lite .. y be 

alloweel 10 100.1 I' che lublurt.c. of the VIPP dte i, Dot peDetraUel 

abo". a elepth of 6,000 fe.t frOil tbe .urface. � portioD of tha laael 

coaprh iDI the WIPP lita il pres.Dtly. ovoeel by the State. The 

foraloi� .tat .. ent of DO! policy ralareliDI the pr.lerr.tioD of .the 

iDtalrity of the VIPP .ite 18 Dot iDteDel.el to elia1ni.h the Stata', 

autbority aDel ra.poa. ibiUty with re.p.ct to .ach .t.ata-ova.ael laDel. 

Oae year prior to tha coaplatioD of elacoDtadutioD aDel elecQ-t.-

.iODiDI of the VIPP .ite, DO! .ball .. ke a elacbioD vb.th.r to 

cODtiDue the abov.-It.t.el poUcy relareliDI .ub.urtac. aiDiDI. elrilUDI 

or re.ource exploratioD. at the VIPI' .ite. Tha DOE .hall cOD.ult vith 

the State prior to .. kinl tbe elecidoD. Tha State'. pOlitioD at thb 

ti_ 11 tbat tbe DOE .houlel take •••• ur •• to pra"ent aDY DOD-VIP' 

aiDiDI or elrilline fro. the .urtace elOV'D to 6000 feet vithiD the 16 

.ectioD (4 aile II 4 aile) "'JI.I'P Sita" aDel that the DOE .hoalel ele,,1Ie 

vay. t� prot.ct the .it. by eDforc1DI this poUcy faT the lODlelt tia. 

po.dbl. after the .it. 11 eleca-ia.ioa.el. 

10. carryiDI out thia Itateel a1.d�D. DOE aDel VIPP vill cOllply • . at a 

aiDimu., with .11 applicable .tate, feeleral aDel local ItaDelarel. , 

re�latioDI anel law., iacluelial aDY appUcable reculatioD. or 

ItaDel.rels procaull.ud by the Ea'fironaaatal ProtectioD A,ency (!PA). 
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Complianc:e by vay of IraDdfatheriDI, "ariance ,  vai"er or exemptioa 

.hall ia 130 vay pre"eat or .top the State fro::a requirinl any limilar 

health ,lad lafety measure. It WIPP ueder leparate applicable 

authority, aor ahall luch type of co:.pli.nce pUTent or Itop the State 

froll .uk.iaa conflict re.olution under Article II, hereia, over such 

health ,lad saf.ty mea.ure •• 

P. The foreaoinl .tate1llent of .the WIPP a..il.ion 11 ba •• d on the WIPP 

.ial1on authorhed by Conlu" in P.L. 96-164. the partiel r.cogaize 

that all or part of the atate •• nt of III.1.s.ion in this Acr •••• nt for 

Consultation and Cooperation vould DOt be biadinl OD the partie. if t 
in the future,Couaresl ea.acts iea1llation 'pecific:ally related to the 

WIPP at .. ioD. whie.h conflicts with t�l. Ita tellf!at of the m.don. ne 

parties further recoau1ze tbat this Aareellent for Conlultation and 

Cooperation in no vay r.lie" •• or alterl , ia any r.spee.t, ,lay 

require.ents or r •• poal1bilitie. ieilo.ed on DOE by &ny other federal 

lav. or resulariODl iDcludlDI but Dot Iha.1ted to the National 

!nviroaa.:ntal :Policy Ac t . "  

2. Hodify Paragraph C. of ArU.le V I I  - IZT EVENTS AND HlLESTONES to r.ad i. 

Ita entirety ,II follows: 

"C. ne followina ,II'. currently identified a. ley Evenu :  

1 .  Draft Environmental Evalua tion; 

2. Prelim.1nary EDain.eriDI - Title I;  

3.  FiMI Inviron.ental Evaluation; 

� .  Site and Prelimiaary Desica Validation (SPDV) Constt'\lct1oa; 

s. DetaUed Delian - Title I I ;  

6 .  CODatnu:tioa o f  Exhau.t ,lad Wa�te Shafu ;  

7 .  Conatructioa o f  Waste Sandlinl BuildinCj 
8. Uad.raround l)e",lopaeat ;  

9. Coaltruction of lxhaul't rilt.r Buildinl.; 

10. Comput.r Installation for the Facilities Alarw: and Hoaitoriul 

Sy.teat; 

11. Operationl; 

12. letrhvability Dee.isioD. for no Waite: 

13.  8igh-Level Wa.te Retrie"al and Shipping; 

1�. Dee.oataDdnation and Dee.Ollllll.1.s.iouing . "  

l. Hodify Paragraph C. of Arti.le VIII - CONSULTATION AIIIl COOPERATION to r.ad 

in its entinty a. follova: 

"c. It 11 understood by the parties that the State .. y di.lemnate to the 

public e.opi .. of all data, r.ports and other uUri.1 furni.hed the 

State by no! purauaat to the pro"idons of thi. Articl. or other 

require.eats of this Alree.eat and _y elic:it co_ent. and conceraa 

fro. the pUblic ther.on for cOllllDUnicatioD to the l>O!. "  

� .  Hodify ArU.l. VIII - CONSULTATION Ah'D COOPERATION by addinc tho follovi., 

nev paragraph B. c:onc:erning the elllPloyment of New Mexico re. identa to read 

in ita entirety a. followl : 

''B. The partiel ucogahe that neither DOE nor the State can require that 
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New Medco relidentl 'be employed by DO! aad iU lubcontractor. for the 

coa..truction aa.d operatioa. of WIPP. l:everthele .. , both 

partie. agr.e that it 11 desirable, within the U.ita of the law, t o  

eacourale the ellploYllleat of New Mu;ico resident.. DOE a I r  . . .  to 

e.tabU.h with the Stat. a JDoaitorinl and .tat1ltical reportiDI 

prolra. for iUIlf aa.d it . ..  u'bcoatractor. in order to periodically 

report 00 the aum'ber of New Medco ra.ident. hired and tbe .tep. takln 

to fully and effectively publicize the availabUity of WIPP job. in 

New Mexico for pro.pective New Mexico employeu. The details of this 

progr •• vill be a,reed upon in writin& by the State aDd DO!.tI 

MODIFICATIONS TO IlOUING AGREEMENT 'OR�ONSUl.TATION 1.1;1) COOPERATION 

1. Modify Artiole IV - lEY EVENTS AIID ASSOCIATED MILESTONES by adding the 

following new .ub."aulraph 1 1  to Section I.. OPEltATIONS to read in ita 

entirety .. fol1owl: 

" 1 1 .  letrievabil1ty Demon.tration .. 

The objective ot this activity 11 the demon. t ration of the retrie.,.lbility 

of the three wI.te fo�: i . e . , remote-band led tran.uraaic (U-nU) ,  

coatact-hladled tranluraa.ic (CH-TI.U ) ,  Ind experimental defense bigh-1evel 

va.te (DIlLY ) ,  in accord with criteria estabUshed in WIPP-DOE-71 ,  Design 

Criteria \;Iaste holatioD Pilot Plant, II reviled. DOE will pro'Vide to the 

Stlte for itl review and comment the following documents :  

( a )  retrh . .,.l equipment de.ilD apec1ficltioa. for each w.ate form; 

(b) retr1evabUity demoftltration plan for e.ch vllta fon, which 

wUl include . lummary of the demon.tration procedurl' and 

techniqult to be followed, the � condition. to b. 

• iurulated , Ind the criteria for eva1uatiDI the relulu of the 

de.oa.tratioD of thl procedurea and techniquel; 

(c) report aD tbe aock , oa.itl C'B-nO retrievabUity de.oaltratioD 

which documenu the re.ult. of the de1Donltration of the 

applicabll procedurel and technique.; 

(d) report oa. the aock, onlite U-TlU retrievabUity daonltratioQ 

which docu.meDU the ruu1ts of the delllon'tration of the applica'ble 

procedures aDd tecbniques; 

( e )  report on each mock, on.ite DUW retrie .. abiUty dellOa.ltratioD 

which docu.meDU the re.u1t. of the demoa.tration of the applicable 

procedures and techa.iquu .. 

The State ahall review and co_ent all each report 11lted in paragraph. 

(0),  (d ) ,  and (.) abova iD "riUD, "ithin aizty (60) 40YI of i .. 

receipt. DO! .hall con. ider atld re.pond to .ucb cc.aeDt.. The firlt 

ship.eDt of each .pecific waste fan. or cODficuratioD of tbat fo'['1l 

Ihall not occur until Ieventy-five ( 7 5 )  day. after the DO! respond. to 

the State/, ca.llleaU on DOE/• rep,ort on the retrh:vabiUty 

delloDltration for that wlste form or configuration. The State shall 

be tnvited to 'View the retrievlbiUty de'lllon.tration--
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Th. Kansl.r, Al.-.oOE, .hall advise the State iD. vriUnl, on a quarhrl,. option, revhv and couent au such aeOhc.hD,ic::al studies aud ,ODE'. IWZ!:ID&ry 

hali l ,  of the estilD.lt.d f i r . t  Ihippinl date of each vast. form. r.port . 

z. Kodify A.RTICLE IV - lEY EVENTS AlID ASSOCIATED KILESTOh'!S by add1DI tho 

tollovinl a..v .ub-paralraph 12 to S.ctioQ I.. OPEUnONS to read in itl 

Th. completion of these .tudie. and the is.uaac. of thea. report . ..  ,. b. 

entir.t,. a. follov.: 

CODcurrent vith COD.t'rucUoa of lIIPP, but viII b. compl.t.d and 

forwarded to the State prior to .th • •  hip •• nt of an,. ndioactiva van. to 

"12. C.ot.cluaical Studi •• 

VIPP or January I, 1988, vhiche .. er i. earlier, vith the po •• ibl. n:ceptioa 

of the lonl-term .orbinl t'{ac.r test report. Th. DO! viI I ,  hovever, make 

As .tat.d ia WIPP-DOE-174, DOE will perfor. certaia addiUoDal leot.chaieal 

e .. ery .ttort to .tart the 10D.C-tena 10rbiDI tracer teat al .ooa ., pos.ible 

studi •• at the VIl1' .ite. Th • •  p.cific 'tudi •• to be conducted for tbi' 

aad no later thaa January 1986. 

purpo •• ar. li,ted at App.ndix I �o tbh Vorkinl ACr .... nt. nu. li.t do.s The Stat.'. posiUou On tha,e .tudlel i. that the,. will .naver 'olle 

Qat pr.clud. p.rfol1Unc. of additioDal .tudie • •• D.eded to r.lolv. r ••• iniDI uncertainUe. about the .ite. The DOE posiUoa conc.raiul tha.e 

scientific i •• u •• or que.tion.. Th. p.rti •• _,. aIr •• to "eDd App.ndic •• .tudi •• i. a • •• t forth in VIPP-DOE-174. 

I , II to tbis Vorkiq Alr •••• at a. a. •• ded ia. the futur •• 

3. Kodify AJ.TICLE IV - lEY EVENTS AlID ASSOCIATED HILESTOIlES by r ... h1., 

DOE or it. coatractou viII i •• ue reports On the •• studi... n. projected .�i.tinl p.nlraph N. DECONTAMINATION A..'" DECOMMISSIONING, to read in its 

titles, aa.Ucipated eOllpletioD dat.a for eacb report, and . detail.d entiret,. a. follow.: 

d •• criptioD of tha .eo,a at .ach viII be provid.d to the State 'by Karch J l ,  

198'. Sucb illloraatioll ahall be incorporated bar.ia. a .  App.ndix II t o  this 

Workia.1 Alr .... llt. 

Th. report. viII be provided t o  the Stat. for r.viav and eGalllant not latar 

thaa January I, 1988. A 'UlIIIILI.ry r.port aD. the additional leot.c.huical 

s tudies li.t.d ia Appeadix I to this Vorkinl Alr ••• ftt vill be provid.d to 

the Stat. by DOE IlOt lat.r thaD. January I, 1988. ne S tate .. ,., at it. 

"II. DECONTAIIlIlATION AliI) DECOKHISSIOHING 

Th. foUoviDI Hilastoae. ar. currentl,. establish.d for this ke,. 

Evant. AddiUoul Hil.stone., tOlether vith r •• loDahl. U •• U.itl 

for State c01llllent and DOE re.poa ••• • hall be aegoUated iD the 'Qtur_. 

a, app'{oprlat •• 
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2 .  

Decontamination and Deeoa=.! • •  ioninl Plan, includinl any 

repiniDI borehole plUllinl, lecontam1nation of lurfac. 

faciliti.s . aDd dilposition of uDder,round and .urface 

flcilities and equip.ent. 

'o.c--(;lo.ur. Control Plan, includinl. but Dot li.it.d to, acti ... 

and/or pa .. i •• control p.rio!!l, Ip.cifie �r.ani&atiOD 

relponlibilitiel, control of relource rlco .. ery acti.iti •• , 

Ictiv. and pa.,i •• control requiremenc • •  enviromaental 

aonitorinl and .afety cou.iderationl. Thil plan viII be 

imple.enud, aud the iapl.aeutation. monitored, by DO!, it. 

lucce .. or co.ernDental _,lnc1 or other delicu.ted fed.ral 

a,lncy. 

3. tetrie.al of l •• t .xp.rimental va.t •• 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

Shipment off lite o f  l.st experimental vaatl. 

Public Bulth and Safety 1.adietion Standard. PlaD. Thil plan 

.hali include a d.lcription of DOE·. impl .. eutltiou of 

.pplieable public h •• lth and radiation proteetioD. Itandard, in 

.ff.ct at the ci •• the f.cility i. to b. cI.ca.a1"ion.d. 

The Statl .hall hav. the o?portunit1 to consult with DOE .nd 

co_ent on .11 uteriah contained in draft DOE orden r.lat.d 

to th. health and ,.fety cL udderltioa. of th. \lIPP Pl'oject 

prior to prOllUl,ation of fio.l order(.) b1 DOE. 

7 .  Periodic report. o n  prolu" o f  exc.vation and I·otechnical 

condition. encountered for mDiol perfo�ed prior to this k.ey 

e.en t . "  

Th .  parties further alree that I I I  other term and couditioD.' o f  th.ir 

AGIEE!lENT FOI CONSULTATION IJII) COOPIlAIlON 1nc1ud1:a the II011ING AGREEK!NT 

FOI. CONSULTATION IJII) COOPIlATION, a. p ... 10u011 IIOt1f1ed, .hall ..... in 1n 

full force and df.ct. 

1M \llTNISS WDUOr, th. uDd.nieD.ed ba •• • 2.lcuted thi. eodificatiou to thlir 

Jul.y 1 ,  1981 Acne •• nt for COD..ultation aud Coop.ratiOll and th. Vorkinl 

Aar •• menc for ConsultatioD Ind CooperatioD. in ..... r.l cluplicate orilinlll • 

sun OF HEll IlEXlCO 

V�\)rl.-. "\.1 , ('irt 
lDa .. 

UlanD STAns DUAlTMl!:NT OF EII!JlG'f 
AI.!UQUEIlQOE OPElAIlONS OFFle!: 

by I.e{l.t��t; 
KaD&I·r 

11� 0-t 3� (Pry-(Dete) 
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APPEh1)IX I 

to 

I10RXING AGREE!IEHT 

AdcH tional Ceot.chntesl StucU •• 

1. C.) lav.,Ucat. the depre.sioa of the .. rlter beds ia the lover p.rt of tha 

Salado Forutioa" caatared tvo .ila, ILOrth of the VIPP .haft. (thi. 

• tructun h Icaerally raferred to .1 the "Fe-92· Itructure). 

DOE "ill investigate thiJ depre •• ioa b, drilliag the bole DOE-2. ni. 

hola viII be drilled into tha Dal."ara Kouatia Group (OKG) Foru.tioa. 

It ,,111 k . ..  lt1-purpo •• bol., tb. pr1.ary purpo •• of vb1eh Will be 

to auver tll. que.tioD about the or ilia of th . ..  rlter bed depra.'ioll' 

ia tha Sal.do lorutioa .t ehb locatioll. ne .econdary objacti" •• 

viII be to lather iaforu.tioll about the bltlar aDd the DMC h,drololic 

p.ra .. tera.· Ia tha a .. ant briae ia encountered ia the ea.tile, the DOl 
.. , aza.tue the DMG el.evhere rather tbaa de.pea DOE-2. 

1. (b) Pro .. ida data end an, iatarpreti"a r.ports oa arte.ian haad. lacountered 

at the la"el, of Salado aad ea.tile lorutionl. 

BQP. 870601 . 9206 
DOE ha. collected data ot poulble: relationship to the orl&ln of the 

artesian huda vhich have beeD encouDtered at the levels ot the Salado 

aad
. 

Ca.tUe FonaatloD' at .everal deep boreholes, including AEC- 7 .  

VIPP-12 and Cabill ).b1 � DOE plans to undertake a further Investi,.UoG 

at ooE-2 to detena1ne tbe or1a1n of IUC.h. heada it art.,lan head, are 

encouDtered at that loc.tioa. Da ta related to such head, froa th ••• 

deep borehole. , to&ether vith any interpretative Teporta thereon, viII 

be .. de avail.ble to the State. 

2. Pertorm hydrolollc tu tin, ot the I.ultler "ater-be.riDI zone s .  

P e r f  o III hydrologic: te.tiDg at threE'"'1iell hydropads at 11-3 a n d  8-1 1 ;  

lOD&-teIlll flov-tesu a t  11-3; sinlle vell tes tiD, a t  s."aral ezh tiDI veIl • •  

3. Perform tracer te.tinl i a  the Rustler aquifen • 

Perform conver&eat tracer tests at hydropads B-3 aDd 11-4. Perfonl at least 

one fiald tnt ulinl sorbiD& tracers a t  e .ite to be .alected after 

conlultatioa vitb lEG. 

4. Obtain vater-ch.ll1.try data for the b.tler aquifen. 

ObUia vater .a1l:lpl •• frail .eve·ral borehol •• aad different vater-producial 

horizon. ia the lu.tl�r Form.atioa vher.e .uch umpliD& ba. not alr.ady been. 

dODe. Analyze the.e for .. jor .nd ll1aor di •• olved coastitueau al .... 11 a. 
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for ea�iroD.llleat&1 hotopu luch a i ,  CI-36, C-14, U-234 . U-238, 1la-226 , 

0-1 8 / 1 6  aad R-2 / 1 ,  to aid in the deUnrlnatioa of flov-pa th., ,round..,.ter 

",elocitt aDd the rec.har,e/dl lch.rll!l .re.l. 

S.. Conduct a "'aUr balanc:e nudy for the WIPP ,iu. 

Thh study should try to aUlver the question of rech!-r,e and diachar,e; 

infiltration c:haracteriatic:. of lurtlcial lII.& urials; e�apor.t1on from the 

WIPP Irouad lurface, lad frail the lakas and the Pecos ri�er; and the 

overall balaace of the lIovelleat of "'ater through the formationl o ... erly1..nl 

the S.lado at the VIPP lit •• 

6. Perfora cOllputer modelial of Iroundvater f lov .ad lolut. traasport tbroulh 

the "ultler aquifers. 

'Olia& the iaforutioa obtained frail the work described in items 2 to S 

abo",e , pert ora computer modelial of 'rouad ..... ur flow Ind lolute trausport 

throu&h the Jultl.r. 

7. Study the mechauic. of rDlovll of .alt from tbe lu.tler "orutioa at aud 

near the .ite. 

Quelt ion. to be .ddre.sed by thia .tudy iuclude, ( . )  1I0re preciae are.l 

detlnition of rello�al of salt from .... riou. :lOU" in the Ru.tler (b) 

locatioa., ch.rac:teristici and thickue.s of diasolutioa res idue. ill the 

"ul tler (c:) recharge aud discharge paths of fre.h w.ter .nd briue uled ia 

the dillolutioa proce .. , and (d) the t i cing .Dd the rate ot dissolutioD. 

8. DeliDeatioa of Castile hrine. 

E.Ilute Ind field-te.t Don-inY.live geopbys ic..l lIethod. aear the exi'tial 

WIPP Project related deep borehole. to ide'DtUy .ad deliaeaU po •• ible 

occurrencel of brine ia the Castile Foratioa. DOE will coa.ult ..,ith EEC 

prior to the .. hction of luch methods to be tested. If I lIethod show. 

resulu which .,ree ..,ith iaterpretati'''' dau froll exlltia& drill holel, 

conduct . luney over the repository uaial this lIethod to deli'De.te 

po.sihle occ�trencel of brine. 

9. In ..... tiS.tion of IUlpec:ud "Polin ••• " 

la ... elt i,ate 10ID.e of the proaUnent depressions .t the ,it. and ia the 

lurroundial ana to .ddrea. the quel tio'll of their ori,iu, p.rticula=ly the 

IUlpicioa of at le •• t .oae of thea. beiDI "doliae l . "  

1 0 .  Study o f  KlI-139 

Study the ... rker bed 139 uuderlyinl the repolitory horizon to deteMae it, 

compo.itioa, .truc:tur. and orilin .ad the oriliu of bria • •  nd .I •••• 

apparently ••• ociated rith it. 
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APPENDIX I I .  

to 

I/ORXIRC AClIZt!2:�,. 

Projected title. of report l .  brief description of th, .c.ope of • .I.c:b and tb, 

&at1c:1pated .c.h�d\llu of publicatioD. vill b, .upplied bJ ))0£ to tbe State by 

Karch 3 1 ,  1985. Thit Appeadh: II to tb, WorkiD.1 Agree.eDt will thea. beeoee a 

part of thi. Agreeunt. 

HQP. n060l . 920 ) M.4R 2 4 1988 
SECOND IIODlllCATIOJ TO TBI 

JULy I, 1981 "AGREEMENT 101. CONSULTATIO. 

AND COOPERATION" ON VIPP IT TBI STAn 01 
IIEV IlUlCO AND U,S, DI.PAIltMElIt 01 DUCt 

The Sute of ... Ne .. teo (·Stat.-) aad tb. ODit .. Stat •• 

IMpart .. at of la.erIY (-PO.·) bereby air •• to the 1011.-1 .. 

.odUl�tlo ... to the Jul, I, 1981 ... r ..... t for eoa.aultatl_ aad 

CooperaUon • .od1l1_d bJ tb. Ro ... ber 1984 Pint IIodlf1eattOG, 
which fOrM . part tbereof . Th ••• .ocIlflcatioaa ar • •  ffectl •• 

and biDdlq apoD. tbe part 1 .. .. of the alp.t .. of thi. 'oc1lMat. 

VRlIIAS. the Stat. hu Ide.tl.flad cart at. cODtint .. COIlc.rae 

rallrdll1,: ( 1 )  lurf.ca lad labearlece alai .. aad drilli ... atter 

clolure of tbe VIP' lite; a" U)-tb • •  ilpo,a1 of ,alt tdUa" .t 

the VIP' ,ite; .!WI ( 3) co.,liaaca wi th ".i r ..... t.l ProtecUoa 'aeaey 

(IP4), o.partMat of Tra ... portati_ (DOT) , .... lacl .. r ..... let0l'1 

eo-1 .. ioa (DC) repletion,. 

VIlUIAS, DOl and tbe State ha ... a,re" that tbe followt • 

.od1f1catioa, a""re., thOle ,pacific State coaceru and are i. 

furtberaace of, a!WI coaat.tent ntb, botb DOI'a r •• poa,ibil1t, 

for utiou1 ,.cant, ... for urTJ'1a.a out tbe Id,.ioa: of nPf 

ia ICcordaace nth "bIle La. 96-164 . ... tbe State-. ",,....i-

bUit, for tbe .. Uare .f it. citi&eu ... for tbe ,ate ellY1roe-

ant of ... .. dco; a" 

VBl.u.u, the, • .odific.atiou ere .... i8 .ccor ••• ee nth 

ktide Y - lIod1ficatiou to tbe Aer.e.at for eo.laltati_ aa' 

eooperatioa; a!WI 
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VH.!IL\$, the perti •• r.eolnl&. that, bec.au'l of the VIPP 
projlct'l 10GI-un 1M dplflea.t utun, tber . ..  y M a.U-

tloDal illu" aa. eooeln. whieb .. y M ••• 1' ••••• 10 futun 

aocUflCltioel aD. wtdeb tbl' S.eoa. 1Iodiflcatloa h DO way 

Uaitl the perthl 11'_ rai.1D" 

IIOV, moroU. the p.rtl •• '11'" to _lfy tM Jaly 1 .  

1981 &are ... at for CoDIultatlo • •  a. CooperltloG . ..  _ifl •• hy 

tbe lo ..... ber 1984 nr,t ICocIlflcatloa. wbJ.cb h . ..  rt tbereof . 

ia the followlDl pertical.rl :  

IIODIP1Unon oro AGUDlllJIT -
COJlStn.T.lTI01 AIID COOPDATlOI 

1. WHy Artlcl. VI _ VIPl )(15S101 \y .. nl.lo, pol'O.,..ph D. 

to 1" "  la Itl IDtlr.ty .. follOW'l: 

D. Tbe DOl will DOt .. rait •• Marf.e. alal .... ddlli ... 01' 

r •• ouree Isplor.tlOll \Plr.l.t •• to tb. VI" Proj.et OIl tb. VIP' .It. 

durlD1 f.eUlty eoutraetloa. op.ratiOD. 01' aft.r •• e� .. lolLl:Q •• 

ftl. prohihitlOlL .leo pr.eluda. alat .rilli ... .... 1' t ... ,It. fro. 

witbl. or 11'_ outal" the .1t.. '1M -vI" alt.- .. .... Mr . .... 

the 4 11:  4 ail. ( 10.240 aer •• ) ar .. coo.htl ... of •• eUOM U, 16. 17.  

II.  19,  20. 21. 22.  27. 21,  29. 30. 3 1 .  32.  33.  aM 34 o f  1'GWD.h1. 22 

SOIIth . ..... 31 _to _. 1. Iddy eoa.ty . .... lied .. ; Se.Uoao 16 

aad 32 beloaa to tM Stat • •  1UI ' the aeu .... of tho .. 1 ..... Mt.aG 

the 0.8. Dap.rt •• t of tbe Iaterior ... tM St.t. 11 .... 1 ... 

-2-

At thl eoac.ludoa of tbe VI" projeet tb. 00. ,ball .hpo,. of aGY 

nd.ull .alt niUe,1 Ixtrac.U. fre. tbe VIP' .ite in ,0 .D.iroaMatally 

aee.pt.hl. MIlII.r, to be •• t.miu. io eoa.olt.ti .. with tM Stat. of lew 

MIIdeo. 

Tbe 001 bu DO pr ••• Dt iat'Dt to nod.at tb, n •• rlrooad 'tol'a •• 

'1'" tovar. the Dortbem half of lou 11, a, tut &0" II ••• eriM. 

la the VIP' Saf.ty Auly.i. "port. Ia tbe _likely ••• at tbat 00. 

•••• lop. pllu to reod.Dt tbl .tora,1 ,1'.1 toward tM Dortb. 00'1 

',1" " to prod •• all I.ail.ble IDforaaUoa an. au.ly.il r.,ardin, 

tbo" pl ... to tbe Stat. for I'm" an. e�at at lUlt forty fl •• d.y. 

Mfor . ..  k.1Dl • •• dlioa to reod.at tM Itor ••• '1" '. If tM Stat • •  

aft.r e o  •• ulti .. witb 00. aboat tb. Statl'. e o  .... U .  be l  i •••• itl 

eODe.n. ar • •  tlll aar •• ol •••• tb. Itat . ..  y r.qa .. t tut tM .. tt.r be 

eoul •• rld aad.r tb. COGflict r.lol_tiOD procidaI''' •• t fortb 1. Artiel. 

U of tlli. &ar .... Dt• 

2. WHy ArUcl. VI - VIPl )(1SS101 \y ... d.l", po"'I"O,\ I. to 

r.ad 18 itl .aUr.ty .. foIl ... : 

I. 1. 111 ca .. ryi", oat thio .toted m.ot ..... DOE oad VIll dll 

eo.,ly. at a tda1_. witb .U a .. Ucabl • •  tat., f .... r.l . ... 

local .tead.r.a. r.pl.tl .... ... 1 ... , iDeladi_ . ..  y .p.llcabl. 

r.pl..tiou. or .t •••• rd. pro.ll.t'" ..,. tba .... i ra-elLt.l ?ro-
t.etl_ &a.DC1. eo.pll.ac • ...,. .y of ar .... f.t ... rl ... Y.rl�. 
.. l ... r. 01' es..,UOD .ball 1_ ao •• y pray.at or .tot tbe It.U 

fro. re�oJri ... .. y .itdlar b •• 1tb ... . .rety .a.tilr.' .t VI" 
uad.r I,plrat. app11e.hl. autbority. DOl' .ball .ucla eowpll •• ca 

-3-
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prevent or .top the St.te fro • •  eelr.:h.1 coafUct re,olution uad.r 

ArUde 11, herdn, to re.oI •• • 1.put •• • bout 'bch bel1tb aad .af.t,. 

M" ur, •• 

2. n.. n .. 1 Sofoty ADaly.b laport 1Ob1cb rill ... b.ued by DOl 
prior to tbe rece:lpt of v •• t. wtII doeU8ent DOl'. abUlt,. to cOIIpIJ 

wttb tbe prondou of Subp.rt .& .f tb. b�lro...atal .t .... rd. of tb. 

b.lrODMat.I ProteetlO8 ... ac,. f.r tbe MaU, •• at aU Di.po •• l of Spaat 

Juela.r raal, l1.b Le.el aDei Tr.a.urule V •• t •• Uo en 191,  Subpart .&). 
Upoa fa:lU.I recatpt of r.dl0.etl .. ... t. at tbe VIPP, .DeI tbar.aft.r, tlw 

DOl wtll c.,.,IJ la .11 r" pacta wt tb the .a:ld SubPlirt A la IIfaet at tbe 

u_. 

Ia .d.lt1oa, tba DOl 'Ir... to pron •• tb. Stat • .". 

r.b .... ., I, UII ritb • PlaD ... c�b1 .. tb . ... p. whieb tbe DOl rill 

nad.rtab to daoutr.ta co.,ll.ac. wttb tbe a •• uruce r.qu.1r .. ata 

coatd ... 10 40 en 191 . 14 of Sabpart • of tbe liP • •  t......... TIlt. 
Pl.a .111 coatata a a.U_t •• • cb.d .. la ... . ... cripU08 01 tba 

proca •• DOl wtll ... to: l.aatlf,. a.ad" act 1" I .. Ut1Itloul 

coatrola , ,.tbar data for tba iJlpl .. atatlO8 of .ueb CODtrol., 

da�alop aad t.pI ... at • _altorlne ,1_ for the uDel.rll'oa" fadUt,., 

.afl ... ... ll1Pl ... t • pI_ for pa •• l .. l .. thaUo .. 1 c08trola , 

• atan1 .. tba Mni.n to .. ..... ...... tile .. 1.cU. of the VI., 
.It. 1a rl_ of the re.oarc •• at tba .lta. a" ran_ tbe 

racowr.blUt,. .f tbe .. ta f.r • r ... oaabl. peri .. after d1.poal1. 
ft1.or to racel nne .. r. tu.. 15 pa re_t b,. .. 1_ .f tbe 

tra .. uralc wata capacit,. of tb. V •• ta l.olaU08 PUot PI •• t ,  

••• erl ... .. 6 . 2  11111108 caMe f.at o f  traa.arlll1e _ut. l a  t ba  V .. ta 

-4-

1I0laUoa PUot Plaat "cord of Decbloa (46 r.d.ral lelht,r '162. 

d.t.d JaDu.rJ 23, l,a 1 ) ,  the s.cr.t.r,. of Iner.,. .ull de.on.tr.ta that 

the Va.te laolaUn Pilot Pl.at •• ta tb • •  ppllcabl. eDYlro_atal 

.taad.rd. for tbe dbpo.al of r.dloaetl •• _uta .et.bU.bed la Subpart 

of lach IDnro .... ntai ProtaeUoD ".ae,. Staadar •• (40 en 1'1, Subpart I ) ,  
lacludlll1 the "eur.aea lequlr .. a u  uDel.r .ueb Sabp.rt I, l a  .ff.ct at 

that tl •• 
'!be p.rU .. . r. a.ar. of the OplDloa l.eua • .". tbe Ua1t .. Stat., 

Court of Appaala for tba rlr't Cireult la .. tural "eoorc., Def.u. 

CouacU • •  t .1. �. Ua1t .. St.te. bnroGaeatal ProtactlO8 AI.aey • •  t 11 . ,  
110 •• I�I'U, 16-1096, 16-10'7, ... 16-10,. r ••• rd1 .. t be  afor._aUoa •• 

40 en. 1'1 et.DeI.rd,. Vb.1I. the .t.DeI.r •• • ra 08 r .... to tbe IPA for 

racone:ld.raUOD pull ..... t to the AI,. 1 7 ,  1'87 oplat08 la tbat ca.a, DOl 
.. r.a. to co8U .... It. perforuac • •••••• _at pl.aat .. ..  tboalb tbe 

proridou of 40 en 191 .ff.cth. IIon.be. 19, 1915 r_ta 'ppUcabl •• 

3. DOl eball GIl lIotb ... I .... r •• a .. utaral Il.t.rrl.n to l.o1.ta 

tba r.d:loacU� • •• t. aft.r .1.,.e.l la Co.pU.ace witb the IPA 

St.DeI.r... 1M herri.n .hall laclud., a. a a11l1 __ , proparl,. 

d •• l .... bac:ttUI. pl ••• • DeI , .. I, la tbe .rlft . .... . t the .atrl •• to 

tba pa .. lI. ad pI .. e ... ,.ala la tbe abeft . ... .. rillbol ••• 

4. '1M tr.uportaU •• • f r"loaetl�a ... t. to VI" aball 

cOllPly ritb tbe .ppUcabl. r ... I.U ..... of tbe D.S. Depa.t_ot of 

Tra .. portaUOII .... _,. appllcabl. eorr •• ,."I .. nplatlou of tba 

D.S. "clo .. .... I.to., eo..t •• 1oa. .&11 _to .Mppo<! to WIrr rill be 

.Mppad la pacta ••• whieb tb. lIIIel •• r "CUlatory eo..t •• 108 baa cartlU .. 

for a ••• 

-� 
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Th. parU .. alTe. that all otber tenaa aad eODd1tioaa of 

their "re ... at for Coaault.tioa .ad Cooperatioa, iacludiq th. 

Vorkial "rea .. at for Coaault.tio • •  ad Cooperatioa •• previou.l.,. 

aodiUed, .ball r •• i. ia full fore • •  ad .U.et. 

II WIt'IISS vaUOJ. oa tM. 4th d., of bpet 19'7 , th. aader.ilMd 

ba •• • ueuted tM. SeeoDd JIodificatiOG to their J.l, I, 1911 Acr._at 

for Coa.ulutioD .Dd Coo,.r.tioa, •• .o4ifi.d h, tM .o .... her 1984 Fir.t 

Modificatin, ia ..... r.l duplicat. ori.iaal •• 

�& 
ror .... lJIIITID suns DUAanIUT or IIXDGI :  

�(jG�/j 
Ka_,.r Al""" ... r .... ... tt ..... Office 
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AGU_IIT JnvlEI t1IE sun or JIIV IlUlCO 
AJID TIl! DEPAanIUT or IIIUCT 

vaRUS, the Stn. baa id.atified th. a.c •• ait, of eOD.u\letiD, 

• auaMr of ... ro.d. ia .n lCedeo .1OG, the d •• irut •• VI" 

tr.a.port.UOD rout •• to prorld. r.U.f root •• arouM eOD ••• t•d arhea 

.r •• a aDd av., fr", fr.qu.atl, tr .... l.d .d.tias root •• ; 

JIOW' 11IIUPOU, the p.rti •• • ,re. to th. folloriq ... adMatl 

to tbe 1982 SappleMat.l Stipulated Acr •• MGt . _ieh il • p.rt 

th.raof. ia the followi.1 pertical.arl: 

'!'be 0.0.1. air ••• thet, with the .apport of the ... .. deG Del ••• tin, 

wbieb ... pport It.t. offiei.la will .olieit ia further.De. of i.,l .. Dti ... 

tM. Acr .... t, the D.O ••• will .u • ,0041 faith .ffort i_di.t.l, to 

joiD aDd lupport the Stn . .... ita Dela,atioo iD ••• U ... . .  ,.ei.l 

appropTi.tia. froa Coqr ••• of aD ..,aat aot to .:l:e." $190,000 ,000.00 

( 1987 doll.ra) for tM purpoa. of a •• iati .. the Stat. i. the coa.t1"lletioD 

of the followiq _ roacIa i . ... .. :deo that the ... .. deG St.t. Bllh_.,. 

Dep.rtMDt baa ,ropoe" for faadi ... .. VI" proj.ct nli.f roat •• : 

I) • 80 .... IoUef lou •• ; 

2) • Loo Al_'''''. r. IoUef lou •• ; 

3) • 10_11 1011.f lou •• ; 

4) • Sea.. r. 'rP".; 
5) aD ut •• i. lali.f lout.; .... 

6) • COd .... d 'rPO •• (ldd)' eoua')' 

IAop Iouto). 
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n.. Stlte aad the D.O.E. reeo.abe that auch fuadilll .. ,. N 
approprht.d o •• r a au.Nr of ,..ar. . CheD the D.O.I. 'a plall to atart 
•• pladlll .alte at VI" ia OctoNr 19.8. tb. fuadill, ia i ... diat.l,. 
u.d.d for coutructioa of tb.l. r.U.f rout •• Nfor • • •  ubltaaUal 
porUoll of the .aet. atart. Nilll trlalport.d n "v .nco bi,hvl,.,. 

A ·1_ fa1tb .ffort· b, t ... D.O.I. 1_dhtel, to Job .01 .upport 
Ch. Statl aDd ita Dalel.Uon to ••• t th ••• faad. fro. CoD,r ••• inducl •• at 
lalet the follov1D,: 

1) Th. 0.0.1. lbell labldt written t.IU_a,. aDd t.IUI,. il po •• ibl. 
ia .upport of tbl abo .. .. aUoaed r.que.t.d Ipproprtatioll aDd 
aatborbaUoD "fore tb. Seaat • •  nd ao.... "propriatin. eo-!tt •••• tb. 
.... t. Earlr""'llt aDd Public Voru- eo-J.tt •• , tb. Ioaa . .... ItUe Vorb 
eo-J.tt ••• tbe h .. t. lad lou .. .. d.et eo-J.U •••• a.d a.,. other 
appropriate Coqr ••• iou.l eo.a1tt ••• ; 

2) !he D.O.I . ..... 11 .ubldt written .t.tl"at. ia la .. or 01 tb. abo •• 
-aUoald req.let.d .pproprflUoa lad latbori.IUoa to .u .. ban of tbe If ... llenco Dah,IUn for tb.ir .... ; 

3) Th. D.O.I . .... n coord1 .. t • •  01 cooper.t. witb t ... 'od • .,1 l1,bw, 
Ada1a.1etrati_ to .aU.t It. ,upport ia la .. or of tM abo ... _lItioud 
rlqu •• tld appropri.tiOil alld lut_ri •• tioe; ... 

-2-

4) The D.O.!. lhall re.pond ta.orlbly ia ,upport of the Ibo ... 
"nUoald requ.ted appropriaUoa lad luthorizaUon to iaquiri .. fro. the pr •••• the puUie, lad oth.rl. 

S1 .... d tbtl 4th do, of .lulU.t 1987. 

SIGllATVUS: 

ror tb. sun or IIIN IIIUCO, ............ 

� .nor 

'or tb. OIIIDD IT.t.ns DIP.t.ITICIJIT 0' _ICT, 1f1g�?; 
Mau,.r 
.Albuquerque OperaUoa. Offie. 
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AlbuquerquI o,.rlUon. Off1e. 
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Quay Marshal l 
p � O �  Bo)( 694 
Hai l ey ,  I D  83333 

E3 6 1  

I Wou l d  l i k e t o  address Congress as wel l as the 
Department Of Energ y .  S i n c e  W� k n o w  from p � s t  actions t h e  
D . O . E .  doesn ' t  l i sten t o  t h e  Pub l i c  when t h e r e  a r e  d i f fering 
v i ew s ,  I hope that pub l i c l y  el ected of f i c i a l s  wi l l .  

To some, Idaho has al ways been a quiet state that d i dn ' t  
speak out . That i s  rapi d l y  chang i ng .  There are a growing 
number of peop l e  i n  I d aho who are speaking out agai nst the 
S . I . S . and what it stands for . 

The t h i ngs we have here are being threatened; the 
antel ope herds of t h e  Area desert , the aquifer wh i ch is the 
l i f e b l ood of the deser t ,  Our farms and the very a i r  we breath 

w i l l  have the potent i a l  to come to an i rrepl aceab l e  end. 
�hese are not crazy thought s !  The D � O � E w  wants to transport 
and manufacture one of the most l ethal substanc@s we know of 
in Our backyard ! They are wi l l i ng to r i sk � enVironment and 

our l i ves so that they can do something ev@n craz i er ,  produce 
more nuclear bombs� 

I n  a t i me when we shOUl d be trying to create peace, how 
can making bombs possi b l y  hel p ?  

The facts a r e  t h e r e  for anyone to s a e �  Amer i c a  h a s  
outrageous stoc kp i l es of weapons grade p l utonium� There i s  

s i mp l y  no need for t h i s  f ac i l i ty �  Soma peop l e  t a l k  o f  future 

needs. Wake up ! !  w. ' r e  d.a l i ng wi th a subat.nce that wi l l  
rema i n  radioac t i ve for OVRr 24 , 000 y •• rs. Our descendants 
wi l l  be t r y i n g  t o  deal with our garbagew I f i nd it in •• n. to 
keep produc i ng something wa can ' t  aven proper l y  de.l wi th now� 
We have no such t h i ng as a fool proof contai nment system. Al l 
we real l y  have are hazardous tempor ary storage fac i l i t i es 
S i t t i ng over our water sup p l y  which the D . O . E . has done 
nothing about . 

I Sincerely hope that our pub l i c  off i c i a l s  wi l l  start 
treating thi s as the threat i t  i s !  We won ' t  get a second 
chance. 

Quay Marshal l i'f� U 1 1 ':'8'S' Q�� 

E3 6 2 

rYlareh '}"6 ) 198'& 
J 0.W"\. o.�U\·::ll- th.-e. �n . !ueCQys e .:r dor\� 1h.\(\K bo , lclfn� -:::,omdhl l1j -\-'1\0.. + �� -\-Y\e '\lotent-1o.. \ 0 \  desj'OY f fl'l 0.. 1 1  h \I i 1\3 ±'r... \ i\3'S I ::'  -\-h� \.LJQ.y t-O lJ ro�C"d C)\.)r �L\J u re . Tf +n€se weOp0rt5 vJere e.,} er use cl tI'€re. L.U()uld Io.e f\C> 1'u4 u r e .  
We wer<- �fi Ven a .

. 1JI, fllts earj), as Ou r on ly rom.e . {/Jt! �hc>ulcl Ccir� 16, her U) 1 +h respee:!, Clnd .Jak� -/./0"' 'I\-er 0(\ Iy l.0h d wi ('an ,.(e)vr;rt . iUe fl eed fa p(('serJe ht"r fOr Fu kre  C{enerctf,CV)5 ef all ) I/r/lj J.h(fI� S 1-0 �njoy . UJ<: u.>O" V b �  3i ven Ih i � QjU,(I\ . JJ'j. 
d�-f� PfY.tl,Oy IR,?4 
I/o, /1"1 ' 7CictJro 
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SIS HEARING TESTIMONY 
MARCH 28, 1-88 

TWIN FALLS 

Mike Sullivan 
P . O .  Box 254 
Hailey / Idaho 83333 
788-2984 

It ' s  unfortunate the SIS project has gone this far. It must be stopped 

before another dollar is spent on it . I oppose it not only on environmental 

ground s ,  but on economic and ethical ground s .  We ' re told the purpose of this 

hearing is to consider the environmental impact statement, but that ' s  a sham . 

The EIS boldly states there ' s  nothing to be concerned abou t .  That ' s  non

sense. Accidents happen. And the consequences of an accident involving a 

material. as deadly as plutonium are monumental. The nuclear establishment 

has been tell ing us for years there ' s  nothing to be concerned abou t .  They 

have it under control . Meanwhile , .... e f ind that thousands of unsuspecting 

cit izens have been exposed to radiation from nuclear bomb testing in 

Nevada , .... e . ve experienced the accidents at Chernobyl and Three-Mile Island, 

and .... e ' v e  learned of the accidental discharges of radiation at Hanford and 

Rocky Flats. 

I 'm not reassured by this EIS . 

There ' s  an aspect of environmental impact that can I t be assessed in a 

document such as this. That ' s  the impact on our global environment by the 

production of more plutonium for nuclear .... eapons .  

Everything .... e d o  has a n  impac t ,  but the effects are not al .... a y s  immediately 

visible. OUr global environment i s  sick because too many' decisions have been 

made on the basis of greed, expediency, arrogance and cynic i sm .  All these 

elements come into play on the SIS project. 

We see greed in the desire to push ahead with this un-needed project so 

5 . 27 . 6 . 6 that it .... ill create jobs and the cash flo .... of federal dollars -- my dollars. 

I object to them being spent this way. Ho .... will Idaho ' s  economy benefit from 

the introduction of nuclear weapons production if our government ' s  stated 

5 . 2 7  . 6 . 1 1  goal is to reduce the number of these weapons? Who benef its? And for he..., 

long? I sn ' t  it hypocrisy for our representatives in Congress to say they 're 

trying to cut unnecessary federal spending and then endorse this? 

We see expdiency in the belief the SIS will be developed somewhere, so 

why not Idaho? I t ' s  a take-the-money-and-run attitude. 

2/MIKE SULLIVAN 

We see arrogance in the attitude that the economic and political 

benefits to a handful of people outweigh the risks to thou sands of people 

that the SIS poses. 

And we see cynicism in the attitude that the only way the United States 

can continue to canpete in the world of today and tomorrow i s  through the 

possession of lIIOre nuclear weapons. 

on.se attitudes and beliefs impact the total g lobal environment 

neqatlvely aM do nothing to improve either our collective safety or our 

qaaJ.ity of life. 

IIy f.-i.l.y caae to Idaho because of what we saw as a clean environment. 

� coa.ti..nue to live here because of it. I won ' t  compromise on this. 

I s  tllis state so morally bankrupt that it ' s  willing to sell off its 

integrity in order to attract a few jobs? 

I beli.ev'e th2 SIS project should be totally abandoned. 

6 . 5 . 1  
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The United States Department Of Energy, 
the Chairman and hearing members present 
at the Twin Falls. Idaho, Harch 28th 
pubilc hearing on the proposed SIS proj e c t .  

Dear Sirs . 

£3 6 4  

March 28.  1988 

I would like to record my oppos i t ionto the construction and operation of the 

Special Isotope Separation proj e c t  that The Department Of Energy has slated for the 

Idaho Nat ional Engineering Laboratory . 

I see no reason , econom i c .  scientific, strategic. or patriotic to develop and 

operate a proj ect with the stated goal of refinement for weapons grade plutonium. My 

study and reading indicates that the United States has more than adequate stockpiles 

of nuclear material and that the S . L S  . •  INEL proj ect would be used, among other things 

to purify a plutonium stockpile from the crippled Hanford , Washington nuclear proj ect . 

I can not help but be reminded of the insincerity and short l ived visions of 

The Department of Energy and our National Government when I consider the building and 

operation of such a proj ect . The small economic gain that Idaho would rece ive from the 

SIS is shadowed. by the greater environmental threat to our e i t izens and area. 

Matthew Wells 
Box 802 - 202 Empty Saddle Road. 
Ha i ley, Idaho 

Sincerly, 

w.cu+kw lJJet.L:S 
Matthew Wells 

£3 6 5  

The United States Department Of Energy, 
the Cha irman and hearing members present 
at the Twin Falls, Idaho, March 28th 
public hearing on the proposed SIS proj ect . 

Deat Sirs : 

I oppose the proposal to construct, fund and operate the Special Isotope Separation 1 1 
project slated for the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory site . 

• 

Ifeel that the costly production and ref inement of plutonium is an unnecessary waste 
in a country whose arsenals are already fUll of nuclear warheads. I do not want 
Idaho to be the repository for nuclear waste especially since a major portion 
of our income is in the form of tourist dollars. 

I see l i ttle gain for the state of Idaho economically with the SIS proj ect While the 
environmental risk is great. I would rather see the one b i l l ion dollars for this 
facility go to the sorely lacking edUcat ional and social programs of the s t a t e .  

thank you, £�L 11L'- � I � 
Daphne Coble 
Star Route Triumph 
Hailey, Idaho 83333 
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* 
Tromas J. Teitge ' Box 1 780 ·  Hailey. Idaho 83333 • (208)788-9785 

TO: 
Department of Energy 
Chairman of SIS Hearings March 28, 1988 

Dear Sir s ,  

I wish i t  to b e  known through this letter 
that I have obj e c t i ons t o  the pro�osed SIS proj oct . 

In the rirst place , I ree l  that at this 
pOint in Idaho ' s  growth, tourism will be the most 
important industry .  I feol that this t ourism will 
be affected in a negative w�y by tho S I S  project , 

Secondly, I oppose the project because 
of the nuclear waste products that will be generated 
in the stat e .  I oppose tho storage of such waste in 
the state for health and envlromental reas ons , and I 
further oppose the transport ation of such materials 
and byprodu c t s  across the state . 

Finally, I oppose the project because I 
do not feel that government funds are best used, at 
this time, for the product ion of weapons for war. I 
feel that the government has a surplus of such weapons 
all ready. 

Please note that my opposit ion has been 
expre ssed at these hearings through this letter. 

Sincerly, � �� � ." '" 

E3 6 7  

March 2 8 ,  1988 

The United States Department of Energy 
Chairman and Hearing Hembers Present 
Twin Falls, Idaho. March 28, 1988 
Pub l ic Hearing on the Proposed SIS Project 

Dear Sirs; 

I oppose the proposal to construc t ,  fund and operate the Special Isotope Separation project 
slated for the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory s i t e .  

I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  costly production and ref inement of p lutonium is a n  unecessary waste in a 
country whose arsenals are already full of nuclear warheads . M i l itary spending has created 
a terrible deficit whUe neglecting valuable educational, social and environemental programs 
within the United States. 

I see little gain for the state of Idaho economically with the S I S  project whUe the environ
mental risk is grea t . I would rather see the one b i l l ion dollars for this facility go to the 
sorely lacking educational and social programs of the state . 

s�c�r;
I

�
I
V\e �. 19W: 

Christine N .  Cole 
P . O .  Box 1508 
Sun Valley, I D .  83353 
Empty Saddle Tra i l ,  Hailey, ID. 
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To : Depar tmant 01 Energy 
From: Ken Laoergren 

E369 

Ma r ch 3 .  1988 

Subject : P roposed S I S  Nuc l ea r  Weapons P l an t  

M y  name I s  K e n  Lagergren. I have been a r e s  I dent o f  I daho for 
over 1 0  yea r s .  I am emp l oyed as a S t r uc t u r a l  E n g i neer In Ha l l e y ,  
I daho . and have been a homeowner t h e r e  for over 6 yea r s .  

I am opposed t o  the S I S  p l an t  proposed for the INEl f ac i l i ty 
feel  the lono range ef f ec t s  of the S I S  p l an t  wou l d  be nega t i ve 
and perhaps t r ag i C .  I wou l d  s t rong l y  urge I t s  r e j ec t i on for many 
reasons , seve r a l  01 wh i ch I have l i sted b r i e f l y  below: 

1) leakage of waste has a l ready been reported I n  I daho and other 
nuc l ea r  f a c i l i t i es . A major l eakage wou l d  be a d i saster to I dahO, 
permanen t l y  r u l n l no the Snake R i ve r  d r a i nage. Leakage I nto the 
I r r i ga t i on system wou l d  change our 1 amous pota toes I nto Mnuclear 
pota toes M •  Any l eakage w i l l  have a negat l ve a 1 1ect on bOth the 
tour i s t  I ndus t r y  and the sa l e  01 contam i nated produce. My 1 r l ends 
and I use the Snake R i ver a s  a source 01 recrea t i onal  bOat i ng .  
R i ver runners presen t l y  ctrne 1 r om  a l l over the wor l d  to bOat on 
the Snake R i ve r . Nuc l ear l eakage wou l d  dest roy t h i s .  

2 }  Storage 01 nuclear waste I s  get t i ng out 01 hand. I t  I s  not 
f a i r  to l eave our ch i l dren w i th an I nher i tance 01 non-dl scardab l e  
nuc l ea r  was t e  t o  deal w i  t h o  I a m  opposed t o  the prOduct Ion and 
storage 01 nuc l ea r  waste In I daho . 

3 )  T r anspor t i ng nuc l ea r  waste I s  dangerous . A l l I t  wou l d  take I s  
one acci dent to create a ma j o r  d i saster 10r I daho. I am opposed 
to t r anspor t i ng nuclear wastes I nto I da hO .  

4 )  I am opposed t o  I NE l  becom i ng a m i l i ta r y  prOduc t i on center . 
Th i s  r ec l a s s l 1 1 es I daho as a m i l i ta r y  t a r ge t . There I s  no need 
10r I daho to h e l p  esca l a t e  the potent i a l  des t r uct i on of the 
wor l d .  

S )  8 1  gger I s not necessar I I  Y bet ter . I daho shou I d l ook 10r growth 
and economi c  s ta b i l i ty In cons t r uct i ve ,  nonpo l l ut i ng I ndus t r i es 
such as the e l ect ron i c s  and cOfll)u t e r  I ndus t r i es I nstead of 
tempo r a r y ,  des t r uct i ve I ndus t r i e s  such as the S I S  f a c i l i t i es . 

P l ease do not destroy I daho and reject the S I S  propos a l . 

S i ncer e l y ,  /� L�� 
Ken Lagergren 

e,(JX \ 0.1..\ 1  � �  \L e'l' l  \() ann 

MAGGIE BLAIR 
--
P.O IlOl 3581. 128 SADDU IIO.AD 
UTaIUN CHIIIOPIACIIC ruNIC 
UTaIUN. IDAHO 113340 
'_ l21li) """" 
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I oppo se t h e  b u i l d i ng o f  t he 5 . 1 . 5 .  a t  t h e  I . N . E . L .  f o r  
s e ve r a l  r e a son s .  The f o r emo s t a r e  t h e  po l i t i ca l  a n d  e t h i ca l  
que s t i qn s  o f  c r e a t i n g  ma r e  p l u t o n i um  a t  a t ime o f  n u c l ea r  
d i s a rrnanen t ,  e s pec i a l l y  when we have e x i s t i n g  s t o c k p i l e s  a n d  i t  
i s  n o t  a s  i f  t h e  s t u f f  goe s bad w i t h  a s h e l f - l i f e o f  2 0 , 000 ye a r s .  

O t h e r  � r e  immed i a t e  conce r n s  a r e  t he d i s po s a l  o f  t he wa s t e  
ma t e r i a l s  gene r a t e d .  T h e  I . N . E . L .  i s  n o t  on a p p r op r i a t e  s i t e  f o r  
l ong- t e rm s t o r age . I t  i s  o v e r  a ma j o r  a q u i f e r  a n d  i s  a geo
l og i ca l l y  a c t i ve o r e a . At t h i s  t ime ,  t he r e  s e ems t o  be nowh e r e  to 
s t o r e  these wa s t e s  s a f e l y .  The s i t e I n  New Me x i co i s  u n d e r  
i nve s t i g a t i on t o  i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y .  I t  s e ems f o o l ha r d y  t o  go a h e a d  

w i t h  a p r o j e c t  t h a t  h a s  t h e s e  k i nd s  o f  ma j o r  u n r e s o l ve d  p r ob l ems . 

I om a n a t i ve I da h o a n ,  b o r ne and r a i se d  i n  Poca t e l l o .  � n y  
o f  m y  f r i en d s  and t he i r  f ani l i e s  a r e  emp l o yed b y  t he I . N . E . L .  
I r ea l i �e t h e  impo r t a nce o f  j o b s  i n  I daho b u t  I can l t  condone t h i s  
t ype o f  I'wa r "  o r i e n t e d p l an t . Gene r a l l y ,  t he I . N . E . L .  h a s  been 
a r e s e a r ch f aC i l i t y and I t h i nk t h e  S . L S .  i s  In c on t r ad i c t i on 
to t h i s  r e s e a r c h -o r i en t e d  ph i l o sophy . A l s o ,  t h e  way t h e  l ows 
a r e  wr i t t en r i gh t  now, t he 5 . 1 . 5 .  wou l d  h a v e  abou t a 7 - y e a r  
l i fe expec t ancy be f o r e  i t  r u n s  o u t  o f  t h i ng s  t o  p r o ce s s ,  t h u s  
c r e a t i ng a boom a n d  b u s t  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  y o u ' ve d r i ve n  t h r ou g h  
Cha l l i s  l a t e l y ,  o n e  can s e e  t h e  e f f e c t s o f  t h i s  t y pe o f  economy . 
I n  t e rms of hav i ng a weapons g r ade n u c l e a r  p l a n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  
what w i l l  t h e  e f f e c t s b e  on t o u r i sm a n d  og r i cu l t u r e  shou l d  an 
acc i de n t  occ u r ?  Wi l l  hav i n g  the 5 . 1 . 5 .  h e r e  have a n  e f f e c t  on 
o t h e r  t ype s o f  b u s i ne s s e s  that m i g h t  wan t  t o  c ame  t o  I da h o ?  
These a r e  q ue s t i on s  t h a t  have no t b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  add r e s s e d .  

I n  conc l u s i o n ,  I s t a n d  oppo s e d  t o  t h e  bu i l d i n g  o f  t he 5 . 1 . 5 .  
i n  gene r a l  and s p e c I f i ca l l y  a t  t h e  I . N . E . L .  
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a:MENTS D4 TI-E SPECIAL ISOTtFE SEPARATICN PRJ,...ECT�� ..• 
CJW"'T DNIRNENTAL IJoPACT STA� .., 

By tiwT"y P. Maa .. th • �� � behaU' of' tt- "-91c Vellay P...ca ec.tnl t 
Ftt.. 1 J Box 50; Twin Fea., 10 83316 

M8rch Z8 .  1988 

1he Magic Velley Pe.a Conaitt8a, • cCII'III lttee 0" 9 �, "Aietertl it. 
oppo!l tlon to tIw corwtructlon of' ttw Sp!chd botope S!p!!"'.-tlon PIWlt lilt 
tIw IdrIc ... t1on.l Engl�ing LIlbCMItory f'or tIw "allowing "e.or-.: 

1. With IIPP"'"Dd...tely 100 torW of' plutoni"", in atock, lncluding .� 90 
torW UMICI In tIw U.S. I .  25,aD n .. ,td .... ... ...-t--a, tI'w"W 1. ,...11y no 
,.....en to prod..lce II'IQnI WUIPDf'W gr __ pluton! ..... c:r to prOY ide II'IQnI 
"�", "I"lexlbi l lty", .-.:t " 'tIICt'nDiogicai dlv .... lty .. in plutonlun 
�ion. 

2. a.ca- ttwre 1_ no .--d f'cr tIw P""Oj.ct, it i. obviOLaly • •  _ta 0" 
U)(-� IfICJIW)' to build it. � •• 1"_1 tIw proj.ct 18 .canc:JIfIically 
....,JlMtlr'lllbl • .-.:t only contr"lbutlnl to .....,...10.·. alreedy eteggw-lng 
� del"lcit. 

1he lEIS .1.0 I".U_ to � tIw .canoenlc l�u _oal.ted with cl..,ing 
I..p ttla __ til �l.ted .ith thII p--oJ.ct .I"� it hu beWI � cut 
.-d ttw aoolal--=:cnamic i� �� ta aperetlana .n..rt;down. 

3. ilw dlract .,yl�l hIIz....m ... Dcleted .ith ttw P:"'oj.ct,�l.- of" 
how Ind",llr'l� ttwy � ... to t., ..... .....-xcllptlbl. in ttw lig,t tt-t 
tIw P""OJ.ct 1. nat r..-Iad In thII I"lr-t pi .. .  
w • •  1 .,  �.tlen tt- � 0 "  thII lEIS I n  � t o  tIw dWlg8f""ll 
� by t-z� lMIt..-lel �tlen. 8CCidWrt �.,.,..io •• 

�. rl._. CIIt_trophic IInvirOl"'lMllltel .""acta -..ch a- ftl1-.Ue 
.trilea. etc. 

4. Fi ..... lly • .,d pWi"1� lDQet II11J)Of'"t8'Ttly. tIw lEIS "eile to a� ttla 
mer_I .-.:t p.ychol ogicai 1.,.:.ct. tnptICieUy en chil'*""'-' .-.:t youth. 0" 
llvlng 1n a .tete ar CQIIIILnlty 'llhlch b ecot1DIftlC11lly rel i.,t en �ing 
� capllbi. 0" dIIat;roying IIIOdw'n clvilizetlen .-.:t tt- globlll 
.,vir� . 

n-.-. ia incnl_ing .vidence "rom pIIychologlC111 et& .... U_ th.t the 
...". r.ce .-.:t tIw t:t-reat 0" rucle ... .... 1. contrIbuting to tIw "ubre-
1 ____ , lII"ud.ty .-.:t ,. .... 0" yOU"lQ �opl • .-.:t thr'lIby contributing 
to auicld11., c:rug .-.:t aicohol ...... . .-.:t othr' �ychologlcei probl ... 
IftCIf"1g youth. Can w. j�i"y thi. coat "ar ., proj.ct thIIt 1. nat even 
�? Are _ not robbing DU'" chil,*"",-, 0" tlwir cre __ • their "utLr_ .  
tlwir I"lnencial .-.:t .,vi�al re.cx.rc_ .-.:t parhepe even thIIir 
�ycho1ogicIII .-.:t phyalCili t-al th by inelating thIIt P""Oj.ct. !ilea the 
SIS _t t. bui 1 t et .,y COllt? 

IN Sl..M4AAY • •  e feei th.t tha SIS P""Oj.ct i. lZY1IIC8B8"'Y. ecenDIIIlclilly 
Lrlj .... tir'illbi •• II t-zerd to both lIociety .-.:t thII envlrDf'"ftlm'\t .  �ychologially 
deetabl11zlng "ar aLI' youth, .-.:t Marelly III"'Id ethic.lly r.pr�ible. 

The tllllll ha. CDIMI far DU'" i ...... in tt- r'leldll 0" ecienca, tect"nology .  
acanornice, .-.:t gov.-nnant to dIIve10p prDg" .... tha t  .ill repillee the 
warid'. "t..::hnOlogy 0" deetr'-£tien" .ith II "tecl""nDlDgy of peace . "  

Tlm •• H •••• Twln F.II,. Id.hO Thur.y. Match 17. 1" ' SIS hearings offer opportunity 
to participate in decisions 

With thedlwnaf'theltemkap in 19'5, 
h.....w.d od>Wood, r" tho finI_ ill hU
tory. thecapUili'y l.odttarmiDeOWOWD fu· 
tu", - indeed, the future otpluet. Eartb it
selr. 

Hcnr il lhil? 
The nudau tech.aoIecJ ..,.n.hle to both the 

USSR and the USA. DOW mabe i' poaibie 1.0 
da\roJ theantiN bapbarw otour pIaaM in I 
men 30 miDUtea. Thit could happeD \hroucb 
thetlCol.bt.ionot. tmallClClllJlid. .ucb uthet 
,in Atgbuial.U or Niunpa. (II" aimply 
""""II> tho _tal WI ...... microchip 
in. PelltacaD compuler. 

Th\ll u.er. ia DO iuua mare importaD, than 
the.voiduceotnuclear war. Wbat.ftr)'OW' 
int.e,..., pauiOM or pla, they and you are Ihruleold r....w...toIlr by tho p"" ...... r. 
nudearwlf. 

But 1.0 .vaUi a DudMr boIocaua' lAd 1.0 
build . world beyooo .... requi ... that NCb ot III maILe. choice. W, must decide 1.0 cb_ 
peace over ....... to cbooIe 1.0 crute .1iCe-1ivina: 
technoIlII)'Oftl'. cleath-orieDted tecbDoJocy. 
!.O cbooIe wha' La mature aDd. morall)' richt 
O¥er wb.t. iDtuti1e IlId DlOralIy wrong. 
Once.�. dec:isioD i. IB_, we need 1.0 begiD 
1.0 lid. upon thatdecil.ion in wa)'.th.,wiI1 
brilll .bout the duired re.ulta.. 

The hean ... on the proposed Special lao
!.Ope 5epar.tion pl.nt to be beld in Boi., TwiD F.11a and Idaho Fan. thit month offer each of 
\II an opponu.nit)' to make th. decilioDl. 

By now mOlt people an familiar.-ith the 
SISprojaet the purpoteotwhidl La 1.0 refilM 
iow1P'ade plul.onium inl.o we.pona-gnde plu· 
tonium thet.ill then be uaed 1.0 create more 
ftucLearwupou. 

ThoIe.ho IUpport th.e project UJ'M lU' i' 
.i11 brillljobt, mone),.ad LecbnoIoc;y .pin-orr. 
1.0 Idaho. Thole who oPP* it aI"(\oIe th.el with 
2S,OOO Dudear •• rbeadl the U.S .• Ire.d)' hat more the.n enOlllh nuclear weapon., lUt the 
project il. haurd to t.he enviroDment.nd hu
min health, .nd th.t it il economically unju.-

Many Massoth 
ti6ablI. &acb 1IJ'lDMIIl' ..... ,alid,. how Al\tr all, the Gennaa people .. ", .  people ot do we ctao.e? culture .nd ill,-lIipnce.1bey w .... DO\ buteb· I penoaalIy OPP* the SIS. en. They wen del'l)'DMln, prof..."., bum· Why? aellmen, artiMu, 1aW)'tr., dodon, Cbri. 

1,', commoAiJ Wd tha, we doa\ .pprec:ilt.e tiau, motbere ud tatban. Aboft aU, they 
• tbiDI until i" • ..,.; the, ....... ralIy I.ct ""ow 1'rieDcbi. the power to � the world .i�t tbor "Very few J .... cou.ld CODCei.,. ot DDIlhiaC �.t cbandenlW:. I,peU to you m favarot u horrible a H.iUer'. crimel,et. eJcme bene" life. thetour Criawwould alIow8UCh.UociI.iM to 

".. Earth it u eomal)'; in .11 the ..,.  happen. 
')"IIeal, it ii, 10 Car a .. Dow, the oftl), iD' -Nonethelat the ""'" .Duck upon �. SLtp 
babited plaDeL by ""'P. the atqe .u let' Cor Hitler', Final Sa-

I Iook.t the fouiJ record and I 1M th.t Ifter lu\ion lAd wbu the cuna.in .u railed i' wa llouNbinc for 180 miUiaa)'Utl, the diDo- too .. t.e to IGipe the pl.y .• ..un ...,. � Every lat OM. The rUbi'.1euon i,quit.e nle¥lDt to the it-
No.pad." pII'&D&eId it.e t.eDIIft on thil .... oI'the.Sls. For if .. cb_ to re_in .i· 

plane\. And .. 'WI ben ber9 for oDI), .bout. len'� tNt nuclur bomb r� pJlDned Cor 
millioa JellS," the rrnt .peau th., hu de- Idlho. bKIr.)'ud then we mI)' Il'IadftrWnU), 
Ned the IDWII for it.e .. IC-deltnJdioa. COl'ltri�ut.e to � 'U.ltimlt.e SoIu�' - the de

stNClion otthll unique plaae4. which God hu 
lI'ued.ith life. We an rare aDd. pnaDIJI btCIIu . ... re 

alive, becau. .. caD &hioIr.. W. an priviltpd 
to live, to inOueace and conllOl ow (uture. l 
belirre •• haft an obIic.tioD 1.0 rllht fot lUt 
life, 1.o .\nl(IieDO\juat lOr ounelvea, but for 
all thote c:ru'auw..ho came before III, and 1.0 
.born we are beholden,.nd Cor all thOle who, 
if we are .-iM eDCKllh • •  ill come after \II. 

Then" DO a.u. more urpnl, flO dedu· 
t.ion more tiUinl Cor UI then to .trive to elimi
nate the threatofn�lear war. No 1OCi.lcon
venlion, DO poIiUa.I IY,'-m. no economic b),· 
pothe.ie. DO nli(i<Mll docma La DlOre impor· 
tant. 

Chootilll liCe. however, iI no!. alwa)'. ell)'. I 

once liked. rabbi .h), ILl Lhoq:h' the Holo
caust happened. H. didn't DI .. r in the WI)' I 
expedMi. 

-rbe HoioceUlt. didn\ occur beQuee of Hit· 
ler and hia group otNui henchmen: taid !.he 
rabbi. -No, it ..... rather the compllCllDe}' IDd 
'il,nCloCail thetheJOOd, Nlpea..blepeople 
of Germ. ny, Europe lAd ,ftD Ameria. that al· . 
lowed the HcKoc.\IIt 1.0 happeD. 

"The fad. ie th.t no!. rren many Jewilh pe0-
ple believed that.uch , thilll could ILIppen. 

It" with thae conaicieraLioRl in mind lUt 
I inn'-you to join me iD chOOline liCe -ad II)'· 
ing no 1.0 theSIS. 

v:J;,J:�:/::.��tT!inO��u. �:,� in, on tAr SIS wiU lw !wId on "arch 28 at th� Canyon Spnn,.lnn. 
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E374  

March 2 8 ,  1988 

To: Depal tment of Energv 
From: C l nna Lagergren 
Subject : Proposed S I S  Nuc l ea r  Weapons P l an t  

M y  name I s  C l nna lagergren. I have l i ved I n  I daho t o r  1 6  o f  m y  39 yea r s .  I have des i gned power subs t a t i ons w i th an e l ect r i ca l  cons u l t i ng f i rm I n  Ha l l ey tor 7 yea r s ,  Which has fami l i ar i zed me w i t h  l a r ge con s t r uc t ion proJec t s .  procedures and per sonne l .  I ' ve seen a l ot o f  con t r a c t s  r amrodded by POl i t i c s  and don ' t  want to see t h a t  happen I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  

The who l e  p r o j e c t  I s  a ma s s  o f  unproven sys tems . T h e  p l ant deS i gn .  the waste s torage f a c i l i ty .  the s h i pp i ng f a c i l i ty .  and the DOE ' s  unwi l l i ngness to be f rank about s a fe t y  and heal th records I nd I cate poten t i a l  s a f e t y  prob l ems . Here are some o f  the areas o f  my concer n :  

1 .  T h e  p l an t  deS i gn mode l for the S I S  p l an t .  wh i ch I s  a demons t r a t i on f a c i l i ty at the lawr ence U ve r ll'K> r e  lab I n  Ca l i for n i a  won ' t  even b e  tes ted unt I l  a f t e r  the con s t ruct ion I s  schedu l ed to beg i n  a t  I NEl . 
The des i gn shOu l d  not be cons i dered COf1'1J) l ete unt i l  a f ter test i ng has been f i n i shed. Permi S S ion to beg i n  cons t r uct i on o f  the S I S  shou l d  not be g r a n t e d  on an I ncOf1'1J) l ete deS i gn .  S a f e t y  a n d  r i sk eva l ua t ions cannot b e  ca l c u l a ted unt i l  a f ter tes t i ng I s  comp l e t e .  

2 .  T h e  Wa s t e  I so l a t ion P i l ot Project o r  " W I Pp N ,  t h e  proposed was t e  s torage S i t e for the I NEl was t e ,  I s  s t i l i  under con s t r uc t �  I o n  a l so a n d  h a s  a l ready been found t o  have l eak s .  The Na t iona l ACademy of SCi ence has r econrnended a S year s t udy to exp l o r e  the potent i a l  for ser Ious prOb l ems . The s t Udy mu s t  be done thoroughl y .  There I s  no excuse to J us t i fy gueS S i ng about the probab i l i t y of nUc l ea r  waste l eakage. And, there I s  no other waste s torage prOvi ded for by the S I S  DE I S .  And yet . con s t ruct Ion I s  schedu l ed to beg i n  at I NEl before W I PP w I l l  be determi ned s a f e .  Fur t her was t e  s torage a t  I NEl I s  u n t h i nkab l e ,  because I t  s i t s over the Snake R i ver P l a I n  Aqu i fer , the pr i ma r y  SOurce of water for SOuthern I daho and I t s POtato I ndus t r y .  Recent s t ud i es show con t am i na t ion a l ready ex I s t s  230 f t .  be l ow the " terroor a r y "  wa s t e  s torage S i te present l y  a t  I NE l ,  w h i c h  w a s  t o  have been removed for the l a s t  3S year s .  The DOE has cont I nua I I  y reneged On p r om i ses to s h i p  I t  e l sewher e ,  pr esumab l y  because there I s  nowhere e l se .  I f  W I PP f a l l s  t o  open, what thenr 

3.  Sh i pp i ng hazards w i l l  ex i s t  for a l l  I daho and ne i ghbor i ng s t ates I f  the S I S  feed p l u ton i um were to be s h I pped f r om  Hanford and I f  S I S  wastes were then s h i pped to W I PP In New Mex i co .  The DE I S  does not address the emergency mea s u r es that wou l d  be needed to cope wi th an acc i dent , nor does I t account for the resources that wou l d  have to be In the POsse S s i on o f  the S t a t e  emergency response teams . 
The cost of I daho s tock i ng up on the neces s a r y  emergency prOv i s i ons wou l d  l i ke l y  be expens I ve and shou l d  be counted aga i ns t  the economi c  benef i t  factor . Who wou l d  pay for these add i t iona l cos t S l  

4 .  T h e  DO E  h a s  a h i s to r y  ot cover-ups , rega r d i ng s a t e t y  and heal th, such a s :  
a )  cover -ups o t  POOr s a f e t y  reCOrds b )  cove r -ups o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  repo r t s  o f  h i gh r i sk ot t a t a l  d i sease to wor k e r s  
c )  obscu r i ng t h e  neg l i gent I n tent to prodUce nuc l ear waste w i thout the ex i s tence of safe proven technOlogy to s tore the was t e .  

I f e e l  t h a t  a n y  pOs i t i ve economi c  Impact ot the S I S  t o  I daho w i l l  be shor t term, fOl l owed by a l ong term nega t I ve Il'T()act . 
1 .  The sao Jobs proJected tor the con s t r uct i on phase w i l l  a t t ract t r ans i en t  workers and con t r ac t o r s  f r om  out of s t a t e ,  who w i l l  send earned money home to t he i r  fami l i es and home o t f l ces I n  other s ta t e s . 

2 .  An I NEl spokesman s t ated that of the 7S0 Jobs the oper a t i ng p l ant wou l d  el'T()loy, approx ima t e l y  1 / 2  to 2 / 3  of them wou l d  be f i l l ed by ex i s t i ng worke r s .  Th i s  wou l d  l eave on l y  2S0-375 new Job s .  

3 .  The p l an t ' s  Ope r a t iOn I s  c u r r en t l y  prOjected to l as t  f o r  on l y  6 t o  8 yea r s  I n  order t o  process the s I x  rema i n i ng tons of p l uton i um was t e  l e f t  from the shut -down N Reactor a t  Hantord. No other SOurce of the feed p l uton i um has been d i s c l osed, or I s  apparen t l y  ava i l ab l e .  

I do not teel t h a t  the shor t term bene f l  t for a sma l l  group o t  peop l e  wa r r a n t s  the nega t i ve Impac t s  the S I S  w i l l  have o n  I daho. The economi c  benef i t s from the con s t ruct ion o f  the S I S  wou l d  go to on l y  a few gr eedy peop l e ,  for a few shor t yea r s ,  whi l e  the r e s t  o f  I daho wou l d  have to l i ve In fear of poten t i a l  c a t a s t ropht. for gener a t i on s .  
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5 . 2 7 . 6 . 2  I daho ' s  s t ronge s t  a s s e t  I s  I t s scen I c  beau t y .  be i ng one of the l a s t  preserves o f  Qua l I t y envi ronment l ef t  In t h i s  na t i on .  Tour i sm and Agr i cu l ture cont r i bute $3 . 4  b i l l ion annua l l y  to I daho. I f  an acci dent were to occur as a r e s u l t  o f  s h i pp i ng or prOduc t i on o f  p l u ton i um ,  I t  wou l d  deva s t a t e  I daho. 5 . 1 . 2 1 
Respec t f u l l y ,  �I.-Jr--

fl9X I(}.. '/I �/ .u· 8 33)� 
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1\ . J .  O ' Connor 
528 9th Avenue North 
Buh l ,  I O  8 3 3 1 6  

!"Iarch 2 8 .  1 9 8 8  

RE : S I S  Hearinlle 

£3 7 5  

I hereby Bubm! t testimony sasinat construction o f  the Special Isotope 
Separntor at INEL for three main reasons . 

F i rs t ,  not o n l y  does Idaho not need the S I S ,  the U n i ted Sto.tes does not 
need a S I S . Plutonium has a h al f - l i f e o f  2 4 , 00 0  ye ars ; let ' s  recycle 
what we al ready have . I d i sBlree that the U . S .  facea a plutonium 
shortage . Nuclear arms produc t i o n  should be decreas i n g  0.6 a result of 
nuclear arms reduct i on trea t i e s . A s  it i s .  the U . S .  has the capabi l i ty 
o f  blowinl up the world several times ove r .  How many more bombs do we 
really need? 

Second l y ,  the Department o f  Energy is taking advantage o f  Idaho ' s  weal( 
economy when it says Idaho is its preferred s i te because of the 
" favorable po l i t i cal c l imate . "  Idaho' 6 p o l i tical c l i mate is not as 
favorable as i t ' s  people are desperate for jobs . And the data 
refilarding jobs from this project is m i s lead; ng . The long-term jobs are 
mos tly for nuclear 8 c i ent i s t s , whom I ' d  guess we have few of i n  the 
unemployment l i nes . The bull( of the jobs would be for short-term 
construction and for on-going servi c e , which I imi ted and 
low-payi nil: . Idaho needs steady jobs . 

Las t l y ,  the S I S  would s i t  d i re c t l y  over ground water that my fam i l y  and 
yours depends on for survival . We d r i n k  i t .  We water our crops w i t h 
i t .  Our c h i ldren play in i t .  No number o f  jobs is worth the r i s k  that 
this project poses to the health and welfare o f  our fami l i es . And i f  
a leak should contaminate t h i s  aqu i fer , Idaho would s u f f e r  
incalcu lable lOBS i n  b o t h  o f  i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  major industries-
agricu1 ture and tourism. And how can anyone guarantee there w i  1 1  be no 
truclting accidents as the plutonium i s  moved across a l l  o f  southern 
Idaho? Accidents do and w i l l  happe n .  We can ' t  a f ford to take such a 
chance for any reason, no matter the number of dollars . 

I f the people of Idaho a l l o w  the Department o f  Energy to bu i l d  the S I S  
here , we a r e  a l l o w i n g  t h e  DOE to t u r n  Idaho i n t o  a whore for nuclear 
do l l ars . Don ' t  l e t  that to happen . Idaho I s resources arc too prec ious 
to be r i s l{ed for an unneeded and dangerous federal w h i m .  REJECT 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATOR I N  IDAHO! 

,;j;:.r:.:vY 

J o h n  C .  O ' Connor 
523 9th Avenue N o r th 
Buh l ,  ID 3 3 3 1 6  

March 2 8 ,  1 9 88 

RE : S I S  Hearings 

£3 76 

A s  a member o f  t h e  f e rt i l i z e r  i n du s t ry and the ag r i c u l tu r a l  
commu n i t y  i n  the Hag i c  Va l l c y ,  I h a v e  not becn convi nced t h a t  
the h i g h  r i slt to th i s  cstabl i s h e d ,  e s s e n t i a l  i n d u s t r y  i s  
w o r t h  t h e  jobs a n d  t a x e s  th i s  Spec i a l  I sotope P r o j ect 
prom i s e s  to g e n e ra t e . If t h c re is any poss i b i l i l y  of an 
accident or sp i l l  u i th p l u t o n i uJn around our human o r  a n i ma l  
consumption crops , Idaho c o u l d  b e  stampcd " po l l u tc d "  f o r e ve r .  
The aclual contam i n a t i o n  wouldn ' l  even IlaVC t o  happen f o r  u s  
Lo b e  labe l ed b y  t h e  news med i a  and thus , consumers o f  Idaho 
ag r i c u l  tural produc t s . A s c a r e  t./'ould bc enough to do the 
i rrepar a b l e  damage to Idaho ' s  ma i n  i ndus t r y .  

T h c  l i m i ng o f  t h i s  proposa l does n ' t  appear to be an 
acciden t .  Idaho is in a desperate s l ru g g l e  to c r e a t e  jobs 
and increase our industry bas e .  I feel this state w i l l  s e l l  
i t s e l f  s h o r t  i f  w e  trade a fet./' c o n s t r u c t i o n  j obs a n d  some 
technical jobs in a h i g h - r i s l{ i ndustry that could a l l  but 
e l im i nate our tou r i sm and a g r i c u l t u r a l  income . 

I ' m  for i n c reased j o bs and tax base as much as anyone , but I 
b e l i eve the qual i ty of l i fe is equa l l y  importa n t . S I S  i s  not 
a balanced p l a n  look i n g  tot./'ard the fu ture o f  I daho .  

J o h n  C .  O ' Connor 

�C(f� 
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F O R  T H E  PU B L I C  H E R R I N G  ON T H E  S P E C I R L  I S O T O P E  S E P R R R T E R :  

T h e  i s s u E' o f  S I S  h a s  d r o. /Il a t l z e d  t o  m e  t h e  p o o r  s 1: o. 1: e  of South I daho ' s  

S I S  t', o, s  b e c o M e  t h e  p r o v e r b I a l  c a r r o t  d a n g l E: d b e fcwe a p E: o p l e  w h o  

d e s p a r a t e  f o r  b e t t e r  j o b s .  IiJ h e n  SOlnQone l S  b a l' e l � a b l e  t o  s1:o.,=, o. f l o o. 1: ,  
h i s  c o n c e r n s  a r e  111 0 5 1: 1 ':01  s h o l, t - s i 9 h t e d .  W h ':l  i s  i t  t h a t  I d a h o  i s  t h e  

f lH ' r e d  l o c a t i o n f o r  t h I S  S I S ?  I s i t  b Q c cl,I", s e  t h e  D O E  k n o w s  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  

t h e  l e a s t  p u b l i c  r e s i s t a n c Q  h a r e ?  

T h e  S I S  b a d  I d e o. .  G i v e n  th. curl'ent s t a t e  o f  01.011' n a 1: i on a }  b u d g e t ,  

6 . 3  i t  b a d  i d e o.  t o  s p e n d  a b i l l i o n  d o l l a /'s f o r  0. f a n e "",  I", ew \�(l':ol t o  ,'ef i n e  

p l u t o n i u m ,  "' h e n  i t  C Q n  b e  d o n E!  w l t h e X l s t l n Sl  t e c h n o  l o g "" ,  fOI' lA u c h  l e s s .  I�e 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  a l l  h o o t  a n d  hOloll o. b o u t  r u n - a  lol a ""  b."8aQcr'Cl.t i c  spe n d I n g .  B u t  

SI)or' t - s 1 9 h t &! d  t h a t  w e  ar'e s t i l l  w i l l i n g  to g r a b  0. g o v e t�rlment F' o r k - b a t�r�E'1 

2 . 7 . 2  

1 . 1  

,. r o j e c t  fot' o u r s e l v e s ?  

"' u c h  of t h e  l s s u e  s u r r o u n d i n g S I S  I S  0. rllora l l t �  q U e s t I o n .  T h e r e  I S  

M u c h  t o  c o n s i d E' r  r e g a r d l n Sl  t h &!  l o n g - r a n ge e c o n c. lll i c  i K, P Cl C t .  R n d  t h e r e 

a l s c.  Ih u c h  to c o n s i d &! r  r @ 9 Cl r d l n g  tha l o n g - r a n g e  llil! n v l  rOIlMltnta 1 I MP Cl C t .  III It 
n e e d  to C R R E  a b o u t  w h o. t  k i n d of w o r l d  lol a  are I lt a v i n Sl  t o  t h o s e  who wi 1 1  

f o l l o w  a f t e r  

T o  c o n c l u d &!  m ""  c o n c e r n s o. b o u t  t h e  S I S ,  I w ou l d  l i k &! t o  Cl d d r e s s  w h Cl t  I 

to be t h R  M o. j o r  p r o b l lll lll . nnd thnt i s  t h e  \..I n c o n t r o l l &! d grol" t h  o f  o u r  

G r a o. t  W a r  H o. c h i n a .  H o lo! t h n t  i t  h n s  thllil! c o. p n c i t "" to a n n i h i l a t llil!  t h e  w o r l d  a 

h u n d r e d  t i ll"!!! s ovar • • •  i s  t h e r e  n waw to s t o P'  i t ?  I o n c e  r lt a d 0. "uJot e ,  

n t t r i b u t lt d  to P r e .l i d a n t  E i s e n howa r . t h a t  !;J i v e s  m a  a 9 l i lllllll ltr o f  h O P' a .  I t 

s a i d :  " S o on er 01" I n t a r  90varnll'l a n t s  had b e t t er get out of t h a  W Cl !.! .  n n d  l e t  

t h e  p' e o p l .  h a v liI  " . a c e . "  R s  o n e  SlIII o. l l  stap toward t h a t  a n d ,  I s o. ""  101 • •  t h e  

P' It O P  1 . .  d o n ' t  IoJ n n t  S I S .  H o t  i n  our b n c k ':ll a r d .  Rn d no t a n..,wha r a . A{tUlN.-)r� ;tI� 
I'I a. r t h a.  lIIoodwe l l  Hai l son 
Routa 1 .  80x 344 

R U p e r t ,  I D RHO 83350 

"' a r c h  2 8 .  1 988 

Mr . & Mrs . W . B . Hopple 
Rt . 3  Box 2 9 3  

Buh l ,  r d . 8 3 3 1 6  

T o  Whom I t  M a y  Concern; 

E3 78 

We a re very much aga i n s t  the S . I . S . bei ng bu i l t  i n  Idaho.  

We rea l i ze the urgent need for economic development i n  Our 

state, but feel that t h i s  i s  EQt a v i able answe r ! 

The produc t ion of p l u to n i um is not only unneces s a r y ,  but 

extremely dangerou s .  I t  has not been proven othe r w i s e .  A per-

son does not have to be a nuclear s c i e n t i s t  to know the ha-

zards i nvolved i n  this i nd u s t r y . Where do we draw the l i ne be-

tween the importance of mak i ng money for spec i a l  i nterests and 

the preservation of human l i fe? From what we have seen )ne 

t i ny acci dent can do, how can we even cons ider con t i nu ng such 

an endeavor? The j obs tha t would be created are h a r d ly worth the 

l i ves that Would be endangered by leakage and hazardous wa s t e ,  

that cannot b e  d i s posed o f .  

We ask you , who are our trusted leaders , not t o  a l l ow t h i s  

to take p l a c e  i n  o u r  state , a n d  to do everyth i ng i n  your power 

to deter it in our country . 

Thank-you , 

TW:V�' 7�e�c:� tlr;L-

1 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 5  

5 . 1 . 2 1 
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MARCH 28 , 1 988 

To Whom It Hay Concern , 

I fe.l that the r i sk s  invol ved w i th the transportat ion , 
hand l ing and wtorage of p l utonium is not acceptab l e .  I do 
not feel that the Department of Energy has the moral r i ght 

to subject mysel f ,  my c h i l dren and our f ut ure to the r i sk s  
i n vol ved . 

I have heard on l y  two b •• ic benef i t s  in the operat ion of the 
propoged SIS project . 

1 .  There w i l l  be more j ob s .  feel that we can create 
job. that w i l l benef i t  man k i n d  if ... e need ' more job,. . Th i s  
project w i l l on l y  detract from our. qual i t y  o f  l i f e .  There 
is much human need and suf f er i ng . Let ' .  create jobs t o  hel p 
a l l ev i ate .ome of t h i s  human need . 

2 .  W. nead more nuc l .ar weapon 9 . Do we? Aren ' t  we 

t r y i n g  to 1 .ssen the amount of n uc l ear weapons in the wor l d ?  
Peop l e are hungry and 9tarv i ng . Others a r e  homel e�s . 
Other. are d y i ng from d i �ea ••• that we need more money f or 
r •••• rch to f i nd cures . What p r i o r i t y  woul d any sane person 
q i ve to the creat ion of war weapons when there are 50 many 
�uff.ring p.op l e i n  our worl d that n.ed our hel p .  

We have many n.ed. i n  our worl d .  1 fe.l that the creat ion 
of obj.cts f or the d •• truc t i on of mank i n d  i s  not one of 
them . 1 do not want the 5 1 5  anywhere in the Un i t .d Stat •• , 
l .t a l on. in my back yard . 

�� 
Ketchum , ID 83340 

Karch 28, 1988 
Twin Falls Idaho 

E 3 8 0  

TO: The U .  S .  Department o f  Energy, 

I do not. want. the Special Isot.ope Separation Project built in Idaho or 

anywhere in t.hese United States. I do not see where the need is 

justified. I feel the risks are too high. We do not. need more bombs I 

We do not. need the potential waste and accident probleml 

Idaho needs jobs. but Idaho does not need the SIS I 

R.�� 
Dianne Schroeder 
4 1 6  Tyler 
Twin Falls. Idaho 83301 

1 . 1 
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To whom it may concern: 

£38 1 

March 28, 1 988 
Box 4029 Ketchum, Id. 83340 (208) 622-461 4  

I would like t o  go on record opposing the proposed 515 project. As a 
mother and resident of central Idaho, I think the risks far out way the 
benefits. 

My family l ives only 50 miles from this plutonium handling facility and if  
there were any leakage or containment problem we stand a good chance of 
it reaChing us here. The experts have told us many times that this is not 
POSSible, but with the recent Chemoble experience in our minds, we all  
know these people are not infall ible. 

The common people are not ever gOing to know all of the facts involving 
this project, but we are the ones that wi l l  have to l ive with the plutonium 
traveling on our roads, and the increased attention from Russian missle 
target Ing peop Ie. 

Please help us retain the quality of lite In Idaho by standing against the 
515. We voters wil l  be watChing how our Legislators act. 

Thank you, 

Bonnie Vincent 

� u::� 

£382 

T o  Whom i t  may concer n :  

March 2 8 ,  1 988 
8o � 3760 Ketchum , I d .  83340 
( 208 ) 622-46 1 4  

I a m  very COncer ned about t h e  S . l . S .  proposed for eastern I daho . 
My emp loyment w i t h the Ketchum F i r e  ORpar tmen t , and a s  county 
Rad i o l o g i c a l  Off i c er , d i c t a t e s  that r have knowled�e o f  nuc l ear 
med i c i ne , o f  nuclear mater i a l s  h a nd l i ng ,  and t r anspo r t a t i o n  o f  
these i �o topes . I wou l d  l i ke to go o n  r e C o r d  oppO S i ng any 
c o n s t r uc t i o n of an 5 . 1 . 5 .  fac i l i t y in I d ah o . 

Th i $  wou l d  b r i ng in a great amount of money for the s t a t . ,  b o t h  
i n  emp loyment a n d  d i r e c t  feder a l  Suppo r t .  I t  wou l d  a l so b r i ng 
i n t o  the s t . t e  a d i re c t  p l u t o n i um h a z a r d ,  b o t h  from the reac t o r  
i t se l f  a n d  t h e  t r ansp o r t  o f  b o m b  g r ad e  p l u t o n i u m .  I d o  no t feel 

these a r e  equal t r ade offs . 

The p l acement o f  the reac t o r  in a s e i s m i c a l l y  ac t i ve p a r t  of the 
coun t r y  seem� ver y foo l i sh . Th i s  a l so i n troduces a p r i m a r y  
m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t  t o  th i s  prev i o u s l y  untar geted area . T h e  
t r anspor t a t i o n  p r e s e n t s  prob l ems for sever a l  reasons : Th i s  p a r t  

o f  I d aho i s  k n o w n  for i t s bad W i n te r  d r i v i n� cond i t i o ns , a l so the 
t er r o r i s t P o ss i b i l i t i es are i n f i n i t e .  

P I .as. t a k e  t h e  • •  pO i n t s  i n t o  c o n S i der a t i o n when d • •  l i n� w i t h 
t h i s  p r opo.a l .  

Thank yo � ��'- � 
Steven P .  Garman 

1 . 1  
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March 28, 1988 

l\TlN; Clay Nicrols am WJ:nrever this May 0Jncern 
the Department of Erergy 
State of IdalD 

In a country that has the military capacity to devastate the Earth a 

4 . 1 3 dozen tirres """'" I sinply fail to fin:! any J;X>ssible reason why the Special 

Isotope Separation project (SIS) is necessary, given the arrount of mx::lear 

defense that the U.S already has. Ntx:lear destru:;tion is rx>t a resp:l!lSibility 

that I ,  as an ldaiDan, as an 1Irerican an1 as a nenber of the hunan racE am 
willing to carry. I oppose it in EVERY form. 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 7 

6 . 5 . 5  

1 . 1  

There are tOOse wOO will argue that this project will provide new jobs 

for IdaOOans; �, we would be extrarely foolish to believe that sare 
60 to 100 job openings are going to solve our stagnant ea:n::rny. Surely we 

could provide better am significantly !lOre rroral enploynent alternatives 

for our citizens! Planning for a mx::lear hJlocaust canIDt even save the 
Earth, rru.x:h less the eo:mcmy , ani we will eventually pay the price with our 
lives am tOOse of our children. 

It is 90 i.rrp&ative that we, as oohabitors of this Earth, work toget.lEr 

to ensure a �althy, noclear-free future for our children an1 our children' s  

children. O:loe the enviroment i s  J;X>isoned am defiled, it i s  absolutely 

irreplaceable ! There is a J;X>int in tine wren we nrust' cease to be divided in 

the face of realization that we ALL share this planet in order to avoid 

annihilation. 

I urge you to cIxxJse life - opt against the SIS project. It may very 
well be the llOSt inp:Jrtant decision you can make on behalf of a child, 

am certainly the !lOst inp:Jrtant croioe on behalf of the planet. 

Thank you. 
Sincerely, 

r ' ,;L,tW(l 1\'UzL'1'L-> 
. Teresa orown 

Box 4486 
J<etchun, IdalD 83340 
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Oeparh,ent of Energy 
SIS proj ect. 
3-Z8-88 

Deer 51"15: 

E3 85 

" y  n8"'8 1 e  Jul j e  Rod ... .,n. I 8'" 1 6  years o l d ,  and ) alii oPPo5ed t o  

the SIS o n  the grounda that, the lIIen propos i ng  this project , the 

sci ent i s t s  deve l op i ng  i t ,  end i n  fect the SIS ''fly not even be 

here 1 n  ten yeara. But I "'i l l ,  lind 150 ..,1)) the nuclear wel!!lpons 

they creet •• Gnd 110 w 1 1 1  the w!!Ietea that ere creeted, They 6.1 1 ) 1  

b e  l ef t  not only f o r  ", y  generat ion b u t  for every generat ion iIIf t e,. 

that. That is e huge ruponsib i l i t y  to l eave for chil deren that 

lire not even born yet. So I 81'1 begg ing you don't let the .. f i n1ah 

thh proj Bet. 

R'aD.ctrU7�"'''11 

'u1 i.. Rod .. an 
Box 383 
Bell evue I d ,  

83313 

£3 8 6  

TO ,�IS 1"\-e.�IN �  oI"FIl:,I\>L..S OVU5fJ6 , /IJ /'"  J5ol'op� 5fJ.l'ltP.f\-"tf0tJ ·  (lR,)J B e,  T \0 a � 80' ...... SNbl"-lG.G,o!.IIJG L(l.-BRtr-mR.Y. 

EKhib/t- 38b I. 
T"tI-E. PP-oPOj/E..(j U 5Pec.,I{tL.. 
(>., "\tHi IOAH.o MI\-"tION/l-L 

I, 0aIW ,vYcU/A , C PooJ "" oT (-,t.!O nlloN G E>Jau&f.i woA.DS 10 E"1-l'IZf3S5 
N.-y 08J lkiloAlj Te ,1+11. S I 5  eRoJ lkT I N  J OM�O , oR. f'tN 'r' o,H£.e. {'1../1<.f5 
FaA. 1�/H ,""",,"t1'f.i<' , 

Tfl.E V. 5, :iToyl<' el<"E. OF- �Ul: � £j\� w �P� 5 1 5 11\J ,lte. tJcl(.H-&,etlaoO 
:. F  :2.5"; 00 0, UJ fl.'1 00 w I!  tJ€.G.O /-AO�c ?  PI.Ii,4.01! AtJ()w(i,e � TH�T GvEsTIOO 

I F  '(ou re.. "'�5w£,e 1 5  STILL. " F'o� �A-l'IO/'L!H .. OfLf(rAJ5£ : IT "',<.£ 11/0 
I.. ot.!i.£i<' lOP: Al:C,CiPTf'.O, C,RfW,le3 1 tJ 1>-1'1 OIJ.A-t.. f)iJf��J3 I S  A l'o"..p�.CMC/) 1 5 Su t ,  'i/oT �Y' IOC:A of tJ/t-i"JOALI'rL.. O£.FGI'J5E 1 :5  f£o �WJ {,.. 0IJiI?. 
I����NO, 

Tl+ 1 5  l'ou oJillY \-\ II-� /J 6v� �£0J o�\"y I/JV�OIZ{), Tlfls ()J ILl

NE"� I-I,../,PE.II/ fjE.c.,o.v51! five.,e i �A.lc.A� wovo.iJ Ft("IH TO 1Jt-� R.. 
OEA-nI \I) Oe.ffSN.r;) TIt(£ �6.JO:OOIA- �I>-T 11>6 '0' HAVE . M"- T � I (, lfr 
o/J TI+-II-T '?  WO\TL..Q Yov r:::, (,I.Jr F'oR '<'ov� f,eo;.�O()M..� ::r 'THINK T1fe 
W5� I � Yb:..5 

TII-6.N UJ�y O� ..va. t-ltStSO We;:. 5 1 S  7 Au... Ii wiLL. 00 I S  :JPIJO P. 
�l 5$ I L'" I w l�'e,,+ l.'.H1..L ; 1>1\1.0 A- fJ-.j.S'S I".C (3 f1-do( .  

I F w e 'RE (;0.1<11. To 1-\i\'vlS f\- FI"H-j I w ........ T TO 5£1£' WI! Wtj.ITt!,j 
I 

, F  T\,\£,/1 E.'r'E. .s .  10 e,£ wf'-H£A St' A tJlI C.� t£A-� tJ\.ISSLI.E 1.5 /UoT FI'-I!. 
I 

,..., • 

To V I f FRO/A IT S fftu.-<>uT ( F,e""", ""Hc,C.� l1+c:;ea. I 5 NO Pef��£) 15 
B IZ \'ol\lO €I\lO"'�£.�T. /It£.el! /j NO F, i-HyIAJ& OHII-IVC£. 

IF otJ.E. ";I\I� of 0>11:. ee..e.C€Nr of' ov j!., »UG� WEIlfoN.5 WU� 
1)e.'oMA;T1i.D ( Po  ��� 'U) M.VSH.eO ...... S) , oo.t bt..-oBA-L """ V'�u�Nr wovw 
.�IS L 05 fW t.Ii.Lt:. � 5� C. ,... Joll€. . A-oo olF/!.. ojlPoN EIIIT5 lS /'WSI+l'a:t-\5 
".1-\0 UJIS I-+Mtc- /'r 5A/\1()w I U l .  Ttl-€. p�Ba.£,� 1 :S  1.Vtz: Hv �AA.S A-Ite. Tilf 
�(\;i(otl TfI.!! vac.eTt\81,£.:5 oePG,.J.OIN� ON "ov� PlIflfP£liNce) twO 1<.>£ 

' ''' 1. 1.  I3IL D fj.vov'€I£O, 
1ilOlJ\,B j AwMI, I<JE !-I�Y£ '6NOIl6N . E/Jov6.!i I� ENOl/iIIl ! 
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Mr. Clay Nichols 
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i=:K-I-u.'bc-(- 3� 
pl"·lo-.... oum (p1db-t.6'� •• m) n. Symbol Pu A naturally ra� 

dlOl.c.Uve. &ilvery, melallic transuranlc element lh.t II 
fOlll'ld In w.nIum orea and artificially produced by neutron 
bombardment 01 wan.lum. hntna: fiheen IlOtopes wllh 
muses nnaina from 232 to 246 and half·lIvea from 20 
minutes to 76 mlWon yean. u.ed as • reactor rllel and in nuckear wuPOId. Atomic number 94; melting point 
639�'"C; boWna: polnt 3,21S-C; lpeciRc aravity 19.8: va· 

Irnce 3, 4.. 5, 6. (Mer the planet P!.\I'R).] 

��:���� �;!�;;� Seperation Project 

Dear Sir : 

We'!" the people . residents of Blaine County. Idaho would 
like this petition to be acknowledged ae 8 "HOST HIGHTLY 
OPPOSED" statement to the construction and operation of the 
Special lsotype Seper!'ltion proj ect proposed in Idaho. 

The processing of plutonium, a most highly radioactive and 
hazardous substance, for nuclear weapons , to be built (50) 
fifty or so miles away , is indeed a danger to t h i s  beautiful 
area and our state. The construction and eventual production 
of plutonium is without doubt , a threaten to our economy , living 
and environmentaly uns afe. As of the date of this petition, the 
government has not yet established the addi tional need for the 
production of plutonium. Can anyone justify the need for more 
nuclear weapons7 Can we not spend our taxpayer dollars in other 
more needed avenues i e :  the home l es s ,  the poo r ,  hel l ,  even the 
highway system, environment protection and use and of cour s e ,  we 
can go on and on. 

Please, consider the consequences and not only today but the 
tOdays and tomorrows tomorrow. 
We, the undenl igned . ask PLEASE , PLEASE reconsider. PLEASE , 
SAY NO to this proj e c t .  
NAME. 

, -../ 

f ! ! '! ! ! 2 !!  

Hr. Clay Nichols 

pllI�m<DlGrH6'�) n. SJmdJoC PtI  A nIIlunr.U,. ,.. do_leU .... �. IMtAIUc lrMIuruk Dtment lMl II fllWtd kI vanI ..... _. Md anJRdalb" prvd-=ed t.,._ucron bo,..,. .... 01 w.rdWft, hII'rinI ftf'Ceela '-'&opel With 
IftWII I'UIlnI fram 1U 10 2t8 IUId balr·u .... hum 20 111"' .... 10 78 mWIon )'UrI. ... U I. rudGr , .. 1 Md in 
nudur wupoaa. AlGInic nllmber IW; IMltiaa poIIII. IlU·e; boWnc point 3,»5-C; 'PK!ftc II"I$J 11.1.: ..... Itnct 3. (, $, 1.  [Mer1be�I;Dd Pl:� 

�::�i:r �:!�;;� Seperation Proj ect 

Dear Sir: 

We." the people. reaidentl of Blaine County, Idaho would 
like thia petition to be acknowlede;ed 81 a ''HOST HIGIfI'LY 
OPPOSED" atatlJlllant to tha conatruction and operation of the 
Special Ilotype Seper"tion project proposed in Idaho. 
The prOC.lling of plutonhllD, a mOlt hiShly radioactivi and 
hazardous lubstance .  for nuclear weapon I , to be built (SO) 
!;!!

y 
a�� ��r m;�:�e:rw

a
the 

i
�o!:��::t�o�

a
:�dr e!�n��!i ;::d����!n 

pf plutonium is vithout doubt, a threaten to our economy , living 
and environmentaly unsafe. As of the date of this petition, the 
government has not yet established the additional need for the 
production of plutonium. Can anyone Justify the need for more 
nuclear weaponl? Can we not spend our tu:payer dollars in other 
more needed avenues ie: the homeless ,  the poor, hell, even the 
highway system, environraent protection and use and of courle ,  we 
can go on and on. 
Please, consider the consequences and not only today but the 
todays and tOlllorrows tOlllOrrow. "W., the underligned, •• It PLEAS!, PI..JI;.ASE reconsider. PLEASE, 
SAY NO to thil project. 
�: ADDRESS: 
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41,,*Llw. IIU....". . ..... me � ..... thlt II fo\llld In YnlUIim on ..... artiRclalb' pftIIdIad b)' DN&rOn bombNdm ... t of wwUVom. hlvlna nftMn botapel with m�. r&nIina ,,.,, 21l lo 146 and half·U.,.. from 20 1niII ... lo 76 IlliWon ,un. UIId .. .  ructor f.1 and k\ 
nllclur -.upou. AlOInlc number It; mellill& poIDl (Ju·e; boW ... poInl 3.2J5·C; lpedf\e .. vU1 II.&; va· Itntr3.4. 5. 6. lAfter \be plaaet. " ·JTO.] 

Mr. Clay Nichols �;:�t:f �;���! Separation Project 

Dear Sir I 
w •. � the paople , res idant. of Blalne County, Idaho would Uk. thb petition to be acknowledged all a "HOST H1GlfTLY 
OPPOSED" Itat.ant to thl conat:ruction and operatiC'n of the 
Spacial hoeypa Sepflntion proj ect proposed in Idaho. 

The p'l'oc.uslng of plutonium, a \IIOlt highly radioactive and' 
hazardous substanc e ,  for nuclear weapons, to be built (SO) 
fifty or so miles lNay, is indeed a danger to thls beautiful 
ar.a and our state. The construction and eventual production 
of plutonium is without doubt, a threaten to our economy, living 
and environmentaly unsafe. As o f  the date of this petition, the 
government has not yet es tablished the additional need for the 
production of plutonium. Can anyone justify the need for more 
nuclear weapons? Can we not spend our taxpayer dollars in other 

more needed avenues ie: the homeles. , t.he poor, hell, even the 
highway system, environment protection and use and of course ,  we 
can go on and on. 

Please, cons ider the consequences 'and not only today but the 
todays and tOlQOrl'ows tomorrow. 
'We, t.he und.rsigned, ask PLEASE, PLEASE reconsider. PLEASE ,  SAY NO t.o this project.. NAKE; ADDRESS: 

0"- .3'iD+-

! ! ! l ! l Q !  

Mr. Clay Nicholl 
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�::�i:f �!!�;;; S.petation Proj.ct �\ 
Dear Sir: . 'Id 
W.'f the people, re.ident. of Blain. eo:sn ty, Idaho vould 
like thh petition to b. acknovhdted .. a '1I)ST HICK'ILY 
OPPOSED" .tat..-nt to the construction .nd operation of the 
Special laotypa Separlltion proj .ct proposed in Idaho. 

Th. proce .. ing of plutonium, a most highly rsdioactiv. and 
hazal'doua subst.nce, for nucle.l' "eapons , to be built (SO) 
fifty or ao .U .. .."ay. is indeed 'a danger to thie b.autiful 
area and our' ,tate. The conatruction and ev.tttual production 
of plutonita ie vi thout doubt, 'a thraatM'! to our economy , living 
and envir01'llll.entaly un.afe. Aa of '-the date of thie petition. the 
government has not yet e.tablished the additional ne.d for the 
production of plutonhD. C.n anyone ju.tify the need for more 
nuclear ••• pons? Can •• not.' spend our taxpayer dollal's in other 
more needed avenue. i e :  the, homeless. the poor, hell, _.n the 
highway sy.t_. environraent' protection and uae and of course. ve . 
can go on and on. 

Pl ••••• conaider the con.equance. and not
' 

only today but the 
tod.y. and tOlllOrrOV8 ta.)rrow . 
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11., the under. igned. a.k PLEASE, PLEASE reconsider. PLEASE, ��':" to thiS proj ect. 
ADDRESS: 2 . 7 . 9 
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Hr. Cla)' Michoh 

.............. �) II. s,-bof '"  A DIIlurall7 n-41111d1 ... ....,.,. • ....we: ........... __ u.t it ,.... ... III'IIIIII-_udlll'tUk:lallJ �lw ....... � fIl ....m-. t.ww __ ........ .. Ub ...... ...... from 212 10 ,.. IIIId W'-U- from 20 ....... to 7l  ......... "..,.. ...s U . raclar W aad  bl -- ...... AIoadc ........, IK: meIdq paIIIl CJU-c; baWac paIIIl l,235.e: IPICiIk ImM7 11.1: ft..... � ... S. L IAIW tho -'1'L1ml.) 
�::�f:f �!!�;:! S.petation Project 

Dear ·S1r, 

Ve., the people, reddent. of Bhine County, Idaho would 
Uke thh petition to be aeknowledted a. a ''HOST RICHTLY 
OPPOSED" .tat ... nt to the eonltruction and operation ot the 
Special hot,.,e Sepeution project propo .. d in Idaho. 

TIl. proce .. ing of plutoni .... a ..,.t highl)' radioactive and 
hazardoua .ub.tance, for nuclear .. apon., to be built (SO) 
!!!!y.:� ::r�!:�.�athe 

i�o!::�t:o:!-:::r .!:rt��!i =::��!!�!n 
of plutoni ... h without doubt, a threatn to our aconOll)" lLving 
and enviroNiantaly unaala. A.. of tha data of thh petition. the 
gOYernaenc ha. not ),et a.tabU.hed the additional naed for the 
production of plutoni.... Can an)'ona ju.tify the na.d for !!lOre 
nuclaar .. apona7 Can .. not .pend our tapay.r dollar. in othar 
IIOr. need.d avenue. lei tha hcael • • • .  the poor, h.ll. evn the 
highwa)' I),.t_. nvirCJaMbt protection and uae and of cour •• , ve 
can 10 on and on. 

E 3 9 0  

To M � l� \\.l.�( \-l.c.ilIUYl'i� 
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Y7Hf' cJ O/h J � OY\.�<-cJ il:.CLSC/lJ. . 
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.��L.l'r\�o.g - . _u,..cw;j- 4 a.k  +c .  

Ii · 1 c.l�D . . <fbo _ ... jl?"'. � rJ� ,-S f:r:<_k ( CJ./r'l�, .  :; �.  WcUfP. �.ALl ckM7� . l �u'h) ��L . , � � �L4 Will M Wi ll l>1� \--0 
S� �\i V'I'\0\R.'1 \ VL � �� �.J-\?V()� . u.u \ YnCt"f- � �\JIl'l\. Il/>A-� �� . 
\ CJ..tt,o J..tu� -U..u.J- : � ( ... m.Vlillj �¥ . 
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The Plutonium Factor 
We're awash in the stuff-so why risk problems? 
TIM litu.Lion mitht be comic:a1-if it 

•• ren', 10 I.pellllli.,. and 10 ..,tenual. 
11 danproUi. The IUbjed. .. plutoni

um, u.. man·JMd, ,lament ued in u.. 
bomb dropped on Nqua.kl and in IJQl 
modern • .,.hNda. Ronald Haran ordered 
• m..;orincruu in U.s. plutonium produc, 
tion in the .. rly 19Il0l .. part or hit p� poNd Irma buildup. But CoRf"M did not 
Jive Reqan ,II the MX mitlil. and other 
-POIII h, wanted. Now the MUon • 
.wah in plutonium, and U.S.&viltarnw. 
limitaLiona,nemenwwill reduce the need 
.Uil furt.Mr. 

At thl uma ti_. ",,'y COftCIrllll 1M" 
forced ,II but one or tM Dtpart.nMnt 0( tnlrgJ'" act", plutonium.produeinl .... e
ton to ,hl.lt cioIItn. The remainine: plul., 
S.vannah Ri,.., in South Caroltu., hu 
lIMn pJqued with problema. Lut month 
olllei.... lIMN reduc.d opentinc.pvwer ',wlli for the third tim, in 1& moat.ha, liter 
lCienU.u for rkI Ponl., which Nnat.M facil. 
ityror OOE,d�retuotMr.rrorin 
Ut. h  .. t caleuJ,Liona. 

.. 
It .... cl ..... . it. NI," llll.id one (OW:mmlnt in¥Wtiptor, 

"eMt they In eonctrn.d down thln,beNt tat. abUily of the lmerpDC)' con COOlirll =mt::.c:l��:i::=:�-:::,t.i; .. UIn. to put th. f.eility out of ita miMry 
_mutter it u .. 11. 1".., DOE wanta to .... nd M9 million repeirinr the s.van. 
nab IUver Plant .nd "�inr lor anoth. 
er wupont-production reKtor u .. II. 

OOE olliei .... IniMt thllt the 
S.vannah River I'eIIdon ani 
ufe and that the powt,r reduo
tionl limply nt8eet prud.nt op
er.ti", polid •. Bul they ac
kno"led,. that th. plant II 
Jaden with _riOWI operational 
probleml that .. ,. unco"red 
by a National Acad.my of Sei
.ne. t.u.m Jut )'Ur. Som. r-. 
pein .,. al,...dy under way, 
and ooE ho,* th.t the pl.nt 
will be opel1lti",at lull po .. r 
by 1990. Even then, critic. .. y, 
tha S.vannah Ri"r facility 
May be .... ptibl. to a unou. 
ICCiden\-in pert becau. it do. not ha"" a concrete con. 
t.inm.ntdGmltotr.preIMIMI 
radiation, like th_ required 
.t commercial nucl .. r planta. 
Jut lut _It the plant luf· 
rlred on. more publlc·nlal.lone 
blow wh.n a pwTof radia.cti" 

t.ritium,' another element a..t in WUPOnl 
production, aeaped into the .tmc.phe .... 
tholllh ooE .. iditpoaed noh..:lthdanpr. 

Short 0(. complet. diMIt.r. s.v.nnah 
River II 1:11"101", problell'll to the local ecolo
". Environmehtaliltl uy that low-l.val 
I1Idioacli" w .. t. and toJ:ic chemicall 
placa:l in lhallow, unlined "pq. buinl 
lince the I� an leechin. into the .oil 
and IfO'Ind wat.r. Critic. an particularly 
concerned th.t contamination could reKh 
the v .. t undel"lJ'Ound T\allca.looae. Mjuif.r 
tMt lIIpp1i. drink;n. w.t.r for South 
Carolina and aweral oUJer It._ Pat 
Whil.lield. ooE'I .. ilwnt manq.r for.n. 
Yironment., .. fety and h.alth at the plant. N)'I that denpr II "remote." 51.111. OOE 
eIlimat.. thet it could eoN .. much .. 
17billion toeompletelyclean upth.s.v .... 
nah Ri""r fac:il.ity. "It will do preeioul liUla 
(IQOd to prot.eet ou ... h ... from th. ScMeta 
If, i..a th. procea, .. poiMlnorlnadiat.our 
own people,"u)'ISen. John Olenn, one of 
_"rat la.mak.n eeUl", Lil'htar 00ft
trola at the 00£ pl.nta. .. ... Ilo. the nation rMIlJ need 
the plutonium Sevannah River II prod .. inr7 00£ luppl,....nd-dlmand ap,. an 
cIMai8ed. But Thomal Cochran. cmulMr 
of the Nucl.r W .. pone .o.tabook, ..u. 
mat.. thet U.s. production more than do", 
bled Mt_ft 1980and 19U,at. ti ....... hen 
U.S.ltockpil.ofnucl .. r .... poM.ct.uaJIJ 
d8Cl"Mled 3 percent. What', JhON. plutoni
umdec:a)'lIO ,ao.ly thatitClin be NC)'C1ed 

rrom ot.oIete wupoM, rivin, 00£. vut 
additional,upply. Cochran c&lc\ll.t.. that 
the n.tioftetlrnnUy hu 90 tonlofplutoni_ 
um Itoc.kpiled in wupona. 10 more toni in 
.torac. and an additional 10 tou in avail
abl. lerap. Rebri", .bout liOO w&:rha. 
under th. INF arrwm.nt could Ilipply 2 JhON &01\1; the BTART accord could yield 
)'Itanoth.r l&tona. BycontraaL, thas.van
nah Ri""r ....ao,. prvrid.onlJ about on .. 
quart.er ofa ton annually . 00£ oScia1I lay their rMI concern in 
p .... rvi'" Savannah Ri"r it to iNiun 
adeqlMlt. ,uppli. of t.ritium. ....,..) ........ of which 10 into eech _rh.ud to 
incra. it. uploaive yield. Unlik. pluto

nium. triti\lm deca)'l quickly 
and mUit be replaced .very rew YUI"II. ooE ie p ..... '" fOl' a 
n_ tritium.producin. reactor, 
which could be con"rted to 
prodl,lOl plutonium if n __ Nry. But C"OIt .. timat.. ra",. 
aa hia:h ,,'10 billion_nd crit
iCl uY II'¥.n tritium may not be 10 critical if anD-reduction 
.11'0111 continue. In ract., Paul 
L.nnthal or the Nuclear Con
trol Jutitut.. a privaw r-. 
.. rch cenwr, hu prnpaMCi 
a novel "tritium ractor" a� 
p�h to.rmll control:ifbot.h 
,id • •  pped prod�i", th. ra· 
diOKUve iIotope, about 6 pilr· 
ClInt of thair warheadl would 
automatil:llllJ become obIolete 
NCh yur-the raw at which 
tritium natunlly deca)'l. 

M.L' ..... 8u,. ""'. Dl:lul:l� ... 'II .. , U o , �  "' ... �;�O!'I .... 
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March 2 8 ,  1988 

SIS Public Hearing Colllllli ttee: 

As a native Idahoan and business owner in both th Snake River Valley 
and the Wood River Valley. I would like to voice my objection to the 
building of the SIS plalit in the INEL facility near Area, Idaho. 

The SIS wi l l  trwls [Orfll the INcL. lflOWfI foJ,' its advances in peaceful 
app lication of nuclear techno logy, into a nuclear weapons production 
site. l40rally this objective is unacceptable to me. 

As an economic benefit to Idaho, the telllporary mission of the plant ' s  
seven t o  eight year life would serve a s  a negative effect on Idaho ' s  
already unstable and Uhder�educated work force. 

Two of Idaho ' s  major industries, tourism and agriculture. the two bU5-
rlesses I am involved with, could be ruined in the ever.t of an accident 
at the SIS plant or anywhere along our highways during transport of this 
dangerous and unneeded product . The negative public image associated 
with weapolls production would in itself advers ly effect the much needed 
international tourist image we are desperately attempting to build. 

Why the DOE would at tempt to effect adversely the natural beauty and re
sources of our state for a project that is dangerous and unnecessary for 
our military needs puts question in my milld as to the true illtentiorls 
of the people we appoint to serve our ueeds. 

The United States has enough nuclear weapons to lI&.intain deterrence even 
if the SIS is never bui l t .  With a supply of 100 tons of weapon-grade 
plutoJlium ,  considering the shelf life of the substance, the progress of 
weapons reduction and the choosen method of lasor production over the 
much less costly blerlding method, this project Seems entirely unnecessary. 

lh sUllllllary, the SIS project is unnecessary on a moral ground, for the 
economy of our State, by need and by techllology. As one :of the people 
of Idaho, I really � not want to live with this proj ect. �i ely 

Jan itgginbotham 
Box 869 

KetchUII, Idaho 83340 

Rt 1 Box 156 
Wendell, Idaho 83353 

c'ec:t�!!!U SIS Public Hearing Corrmittee 

80x 809 Hlltdlurr!. IcIoho ,uwo 
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J doIto Op eIU1i.i.aw O/Ace U. 5. /J..'fP.aMmeni 0/ (p.eIUJlJ 785 wt 'Place 
Jdnh.o Fa.LU, JO 83402 

"'''-� C iav N.<.dL01.: 

fIIud u. .. , JdoIto fIIa.tteh. 23, 1988 

!J wL6h. :to n on ltecoM <Ul bein.!J Of?PO.6M :to tAe t:JX>..tdAud1.on 
0/ tAe 5. J. 5. FaciJLtv ai tAe J. 1'1. t. L. J am "PPO.6M :to tAe t:JX>..tdAud1.on 01. tAu· F acUli!l ai 0TI.!f 
1<>ca:ti.on IIli.U. tAeIle i..6 molte pllOo/ o� neM. 

At .6ucA i.iJne tAai need i..6fllOvm li ..Aoufd be bui.1t ai a 
place uAeIle a lnN,;e ..AaIle 0" tAi..6 matel!i..al i..6 avai.lab.le, .60 
M :to eli.mutaie :iJwnAp0niln.� tAu matel!i..al aC/lO.6.6 coun:UuJ. 
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I oppose t h e  S I S  f o r  v a r i OU S  reasons: 

T h e  SIS represents too g r e a t  a t h re a t  t o  I d a h o  t o  t' l s k  f o r  a 
few h u n d red temporary J o b s .  The t h re a t  t o  the g re a t e r  I d a h o  
economy I S  n o t  w o r t h  i t .  I n  t h e  even t o f  an ac c i d e n t ,  a n  

e a r t h q u a k e ,  o r  any number o f  u n f o r seen comp i l c a t l on 5  t h e  
S n a k e  R i ve r  P l a i n  Aqu i f e r  wou l d  b e  p o l l u t e d ,  r U i ned f o r  
thousands o f  y e a r s . Th i S  wou l d  d ev a s t a t e  sou t h e rn I d aho ' s  
ag r i c u l tura l economy. I t  wou l d  a l s o d e v a s t a t e  I d ah o ' s  
t o U t' l sm .  The mere t'umot' o f  an aCC i d e n t  wou l d  mean p o t en t i a l  
t ou r l s t s  wou l d  g o  e l sewhere. 

The en t i re p r o j e c t  is a l so p o t en t I a l l y  very dangerous t o  the 
on-s i t e employees a s  we l l  as t o  SLwt�oun d l ng commun i t l e s .  
P l u t on i um i s  o n e  o t  t h e  most tox i c  subs t ances on e a r t h .  I t  
t�ema l n s  t�ad l o ac t i v e f o r  ovet� 25 . 000 yea r s ,  We need on l y  
remember Chernob y l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  pOSS i b l e  reperc u s S i ons 
o f  t h i S  p r O J ec t .  The h a z ard t h e  S I S  poses t o  I d ahoans and 
t h e i r  en v i ronment IS S i mp l y  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  r i s k .  

T h e  S I S  I S  unnecessat�y and c o s t l y .  W e  a l t�eady have enoLtgh 

weapon s - g r a d e  p l uton i um and e:: l s t l n g  weapons t o  b l ow u p  t h e  
en t i re wor l d  m a n y  t i me s .  Can anyone hon e s t l y  j u s t l t y t h e  need 
fot� more"-;-- Even I f one can make an at�gume n t  t h a t  we need mor�e 
p l u t on i um ,  t h e  I NF t r e a t y  w i l l  make p l en t y  av a i l ab l e  t h rough 

ttle d l sassemb l i n g  o f  e x i s t i n g  m i s s i l e s .  Ad d i t l on a l l y ,  t h e  
amount o t  p l uton l um wh i c h  m i g h t  b �  produced a t  the S I S  i s  
m l n lSCLt ! e  w i t h respect t o  t h e  amount we a l ready h a v e  and w h a t  
w i l l  become a v a i l ab l e .  I t  seems a b s u r d  t o  spend over a 
b i l l i on d o l l a rs on some t h i n g  wh i c h  is on l y  temporary, wh i c h  
1 5  p o t en t i a l l y  very dangero u s ,  a n d  Wh l C h  won ' t  rea l l y  produce 

very much p l u ton i um W i t h  respec t t o  t h e  over a l l  p i c t ure. 

S I S  15 e):pens i v e ,  unnecessary, dnd dangerous. I d ah o  doesn " t  
need I t .  
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1 oppose t h e  S I S  f o r  v a r i Ou s  reasons: 

The S I S  represents too g re a t  a t h r e a t  t o  I d ah o  t o  r l s k  t o r  a 
few h u n d t'ed tempot'at'y J o b s; .  The t h t'eat t o  the gr'eater I d ah o  

economy I S  n o t  wor t h  I t .  I n  the e v e n t  o f  an ac c l den t ,  an 
e a r � h q u a k e ,  o r  any number o f  unforseen comp l i c a t i on s  the 
Snake R i ve r  P l a l n  Aqu l f e r  wou l d  be p o l l uted , r U i ned tor 

t rlou s a n d s  o t  yeat�s , Th i S  wou l d  devas t a t e  south et�n I d aho ' s  

a g r i c u l tura l economy. I t  wou l d  a l so d e v a s t a t e  I d a h o ' s  

tour� l sm .  T h e  mere r�umcw o t  a n  aCC l d e n t  wou l d  mean p o t en t i a l  
tour i s t s  wou l d  g o  e l sewhere. 

The e n t l t�e pt�o J ec t is a l so p o t en t i a l l y  vet�y d a n g e r�ous t o  t h e  

o n -S i t e emp l oyees a s  we l l  as t o  surroun d i ng commun i t I e s .  
P l u t on l um I S  o n e  o f  t h e  most tC1>: l C  sub s t a n c e s  on ear'th. I t  
t�ema l n s  t'ad l oac t l ve f o t, ovet� 2 5 , 000 y e a r s .  W e  need on l y  
r'el1\embet� C h e r�nob y l  t o  unde r s t an d  t h e  POSS i b l e  t'epet� c u s s i ons 

o t  t h I S  p rO J ec t .  T h e  h a z ard the S I S  poses t o  I d ahoans �nd 
t h e i r  e n v i ronment lS S i mp l y  not worth the r I S � .  

T h e  S I S  I S  unneces !..,>ar'y and c o s t l y .  W e  a l t�eady have enough 
weapons-grade p l u t on i um dnd e X i s t i n g  weapons t o  b l ow up the 
en t i re wOt' l d  many t l me s .  Can anyone hones t l y  J u s t l t y t h e  need 
fOt� more"";"' Even I f  o n e  C d n  md"'e an at'gLtmen t thCl.t we need mo,�e 

p l uton i um ,  t h e  I NF t r e a t y  W i l l  make p l en t y  a va l l ab l e  through 

�he d l s d, l..i sernb l i I1 g  o f  e �: i s t i n g m i SS I l es .  Add l t i on a l l y ,  t h e  
amount o f  p l u t on i u m  wh i c h  m l � h t  be produced . t  t h &  S I S  i s  
m l n i sc u l e  w i t h respect to t h e  amoun t w e  a l re a d y  have and w h a t  
w i l l  become av a l l ab l e .  I t  seems a b s u r d  to s p e n d  o v e r  a 
b i l l i on d o l l a r$ on some t h i n g wh l c h  i s  on l y  temporary, Wh l C h  
l S  p o t en t i a l l y  v e t"'y dang et'OLt S ,  a n d  Wh l C h  won ' t  rea l l y  producE:' 

very much p l uton l um W I t h respect t o  t h e  overa l l  P i c t ure. 

S I S  IS e x p en s l v e ,  unnecessary, dnd dangerous. Idaho doesn " t  
need I t .  

1 . 1  

6 . 2  
5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 

6 . 1 . 1 2 

5 . 1 3 . 1 5  
5 . 1 .  4 5  

4 . 1 5 . 5  



w CO W 

1 . 1  

[ 4 0 2  

I am against the 5 I 5 1  
I can ' t  think o f  a thing Idaho needs any les s .  

W e  can ' t  look at Idaho ' s  economy and decide 
The whole world is involved in this DOE ride 

Jobs or greed cannot be the factor 
When deal ing with nuclear war, waste and reactors . 

The DOE has worn out its welcome it seems 
And it needs a new home for this new laser beam . 

Well . . .  if its a new home that you ' re wanting , 
My suggestion to you is to ke�p right on hunting . 

The whole world needs peace and nuclear warhead reduction 
The last thing we need is plutonium production . 

For Plu�onium remains active for 250 , 000 years . 
And a new home we' l l  a l l  need when the Earth di sappears . 

And if by chance a nucular bomb i sn ' t  the death of us al l ,  
Plutonium is a serious hea l th hazard I might have you recall 

Cancer , genetic damage and birth defects are a few 
I don ' t  want to leave this to the 80ns & dau�hter of Earth, do 
you? 

YES, I am against the S I S  
I can ' t  think of a thing the � needs a n y  les s .  

Submitted March -.s ,  1988 by 
Carla Shockey 
Burley, Idaho 
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Special Isotope Separator Hearing 
Canyon S p r i ngs Best Western 
1 3 5 7  Blue Lakes Blvd . 
Tvin Fal l s ,  Idaho 

Gentleman: 

Charles Larkey 
P . O .  Box 1 86 2  
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 

Harch 28,  1 988 

I am vrit ing to protest w i t h  a l l  possible v i g o r  the 
bu i l ding o f  the Special Isotope Separator project a t  the 
Idaho National Engineering Labora tory. The bene f i ts to 
Idahoans frolll this project can never be greater than the 
magnitude o f  damage the S I S  can do to our environment and 
economy. 

We should not alloy the SIS project to be bu i l t  because 
to do so ve r i s k  poisoning the Snake River P l a i n  aq u i fe r .  
This i s  our Yater supply. There h a s  a l ready been radio
active contamination o f  the aqu i fe r  a t  the INEL. This 
vital resource can never be replaced and must be safe 
guarded. 

We shOUld ·not place a greater value on a small number 
o f  short term jobs than on the long term health and ve l l 
being o f  our agricultura l community a n d  tourislll industry 
econolllY ·  

There i s  n o  real strategic need t o  manufacture pluton i um .  
I n  fact a s  a nation ve have more plutonium stockpiled than 
we can u s e .  

I a m  v r i t i ng to my Senators a n d  Congressman to t e l l  
t h e m  i f  t h e y  support t h e  bu i l d i ng o f  this p r o j e c t  t h e y  a r e  
vrong, and as a c i t i ze n ,  I v i I I  not stand for i t .  Please 
carefully think about vhat a nuclear accident vould do to 
Idaho . What possible bene f i t  from the S I S  could be vorth 
the r i s k ?  

:�'7 re;'.d
.

/
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_ 
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PUBLIC T£STlHONY OF 

JANIC£ l. LANDON 
535 T££PL£S DRIV£ 

E409 

IDAHO FAllS, IDAHO 83401 

&. Ct (1; r'r L{-O 1 

R£GARDING CONSTRUCTION AND OP£RATION OF TH£ SIS PROJ£CT AT TH£ INfl 

I do not see these hearings as the forum to openly di scuss the need for 
the product of the SIS.  The Congress, � President, and el ected offi c i a l s  .... � 
privy to the reports tll,at emphasize the nati onal defense need for 
addi tional plutoni um,f/1!'ave determined that there is a need for redundancy, 
diversi ty, and fl exi bi l i ty in DO£'s production of nuclear materi al s .  I 
support this deci sion. 

. 

I al so do not see the purpose of these hearings as a debate over the 
mora l i ty of nucl� .... war. I ,  of course, would prefer that we not have a 
nuclear war and':!l1iVe no future need for stockp i l ing nuclear weapons . The 
i ssues of war and peace have raged for centuries and our self.appointed 
protectors w i l l  use every opportunity to warn us of our impending doom. 
I see this however as an i ssue separate from the content of these 
hearings. 

I 1I2 see the purpose of these di scussions to review and critique the 
adequacy of the Draft £nvi ronmental Impact Statement and the merits of the 
al ternat i ves presented . 

The need and purpose section is clear, conC i se,  and succ i nc t .  

The proposed action and al ternatives section describes i n  detai l the 
construction and operation of the project at INfl, Hanford, Savannah 
River, and no action. Other alternatives that were considered but not 
anal yzed in deta i l  are described. 

Sect i on 3 addresses the affected envi ronment . An ant i ·SIS commerci al made 
by a movie star shows beaut i ful mountains in the background, and she 
appears to ask if we want to destroy al l this? INfl is l ocated in  a 
remote desert and sagebrush cl imate and al though it i s  beautiful to us 
Idahoans, it is a perfect natural barrier for the minor amounts of 
atmospheric releases. The routine envi ronmental � itoring at the site i s  
comprehensive and thorough. Air, water, animal s,�l ants, IItIc. are al l 
checked on a continuing bas i s  to assure compl i ance with the strictest of 
regul ations. 

Section 4, £nvi ronmental Consequences, i s  probably the controversial area 
for di scussions. Impacts of construction, operation, transportat ion,  and 
postulated accidents are outlined. Tough i ssues l i ke cumulative effects 
and i rrevers ible and i rretrievable commitment of resources are covered . 

Al though I bel ieve there are risks associ ated with this project , [ think 
that the Draft £nvi ronmental Impact Statement has considered each and 
every one of them and has adequately addressed them. 

I am confident that the Department of £nergy wi l l  continue to emphasize 
the health and safety of the INfl employees and subcontractors, and w i l l  
protect t h e i r  investment a t  the [Nfl. 

[ support the construction and operat ion of the SIS  project at the [Nfl in 
[daho. 
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3/27/88 
To Whom It May Concern, 

My famlly and I are property owners In the Halley area. On behalf of 
myself and my famlly, I am wrltlng this letter to Inform you that we are 
adamantly opposed to the 5.1.5. project proposed at the I .N.E.L. slte. We 
are opposed to the project for moral, economic, and envlromental reasons. 
Wlthout going Into more detall, need I say more. 9,Sesr;'4 Lea Reed . � �  

. P.O. Box 2603 Halley 
I d. B3333 788-262B 

1 . 1 



3 . 3 . 1  

6 . 1 .  9 

5 . 2 9 . 68 

w 
1.0 5 . 2 3 . 1 9 ...... 

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 6  

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 8 
5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  

5 . 1 0 . 2  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 7 

1 . 1  

3 . 3 . 1  
5 . 2 8 . 8  

E4 1 2  

SIS TESTIMONY 

Kent J. Laverty 
P.O. Box 1909, Hailey, 10 B3333 

My name is Kent Laverty and I was born and raised in Idaho less than 80 miles from 
the INEL site. As a citizen of our State, I have driven through the INEL without 
understanding exactly what occurs there. I always thought it was research .. .  
research into nuclear energy to learn how to make it safer for us. 

If this was the case, construction of the SIS pro/'ect would change that charter. With 
the SIS, the INEL will  be a part of the mi itary ind ustrial complex producing 
plutonium fuel for bombs. INEL no longer would be working toward making the 
world a safer peaceful place. 

But this is only Q!!!t of my concerns with the SIS. Most of my concerns revolve around 
the hazards the SIS could create, and the potential threats to the quality of life and 
the environment. ....,-K... L.', )' 
I'm concerned about the po ntial of accidents on our highways involved with the " 
tramport of plutonium oxid powder from Hanford. I'm concerned that our State ;0,1 
does not have the abi lity to deal with a major accident that could occur I n  � 
transfport. No one can deny that the likelihood of an accident on Idaho highways 
increases as the n umber of shipments increase. Simple probability statisitics tell us 
that. Is it worth the risk? 

I'm concerned over the increases of ongoing radiation exposure at the site, and the 
cumulative effects of background radiation. I'm concerned about the transuranic 
waste, and I understand that the SIS will generate 2 2 0  tons of transuranic 
waste . .  ,waste that remains toxic in the environment for tens of thousands of years. 

And we do not have a high·level waste repository yet. INEL alread receives 
shipments from Three Mile Island as a temporary repository. Do we know enough 
about this waste? What if political events prevent the construction of a high·level � reposito�.it w� t'r risk to keel1 this �te in Idaho's backyard? h.-#' If A.k ...... ,.:t f '1e {K"O>/6). J-,..,.I'Ot..t'-'4 
I'm concerned that scientists and geologists say that the DEIS has underestimated 
the earthquake hazard of the area. On would think that a 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake is a major earthquake, and the zone of impact should be considered 
major, not minor, as the DEIS contends. The Lost River Range, and the 1 983 
earthquake fault is just miles away from the SIS construction site. Again, is the SIS 
worth the risk? ;; 
Proponents of the SIS say that economic development and jobs are the issue. The 
debate is between bank accounts and life vs. death in an untested technology? Why 
do we have to risk it? I advocate the no action alternative of the DEIS. Their are 
better ways of developing the economy of our state. INEL should be a research 
facility for safe nuclear science, not an untested, health·hazardous plutonium 
producing armlor the Department of Defense. 

E 4 1 3  
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"5 - :,�·:.--�3f:l 
r(lFI n l� HE(';HJ N[� RECORD·- S I S  PROJECT 

f 1-nd it ver-y lr-on1.C and 'f 1 t. l 1.ng tha.t Uns �r (J 1'.O'c:.t l..� �c!.lnq 
r eY J I:"Wcci I n  Twin F· ", l b;; an M a r c h  28 . Nine? y�a r s  2I u n .  on t h 1- s  

d elte .  Thr'ee'-I't i. l e  I s I ,.wd ucocame hOUsf.:! ha l d  WOr-d5.  N lnC! yf.:!ar-s, i. s  

! l o t  suc h a Ionq t j me I n  t he I l i f! u f  r o.Kh.oac t i vi tv ,  l us t  ' a  

m i l l l.sec on d . - I cannot: see any l us +: i 'f H.:""tLon 1- 1'  c... r e a t i n q  t t�; 

p o t f?n t i <>. l  f o r  ... reppat per- f o r-manee herp i n  I d i.�ha . Sur E' .  C'veryo�,� 
�"'(J u l tj know w her-e I d aho was . but they sur'!:? c15 he l l  wouldn ' t  WiHlt 
to Lome tler � �  "/ 50 l u bs 1-S a ver-y smi:\l l l){:?fll2fl -t  to o'ffset such i'I 
d�>vast.d t l on of t.he tourLsm l ndL\s t r y  shou l d  such c.Ul ac...c.1UlO!nt 

lI e n . H '  at I 1>..lEL . 

Our aovernment mus t  be velry c o n i l lsed to be 

" d i s c'\rm,:,j,ment. "  and "more p l utonloum " "L n  the sam!� 

th�t by stapp lo n g  the S I 5  p r o j Ec t  from b e i n cl 

W2 r haps mor-e t "Lme . monE'Y . dnd f?f fol'" t �l. l l  

d is",nnam�nt ra the r than bomb pr odLU. t l.On • 

S i n c ( � r e l y  again st the 5 1 5 .  

A l l.son Beec.:tle r L  
P . U .  8m: 1496 
f l d l l<.'y . In 8:;:;:-:::;3 

� .&�J 

s p e a k l . n U  o f  

bn,? a t h .  I hope 
Idclho . thcd 

bf� s p e n t  e m  

S I S  H •• r i ng Off ic.r 
Twin Valls, Idaho 

Dear Sir : 

E4 1 6  

!larch 24 , 1988 . 

This letter is to lnfora that I support the -no act lon
alternative re the proposed SIS plant at IMBL. The reasons for 
this are as follovs: 

1) The U . S .  doesn ' t  need thls plutonlu. s l nce our stockplle 
of nuclear veapons and ava l lable plutonlua, at present, ls 
suff icient to aa l ntaln deterrence . I n  vlew of the upco.lng 
aeet l ngs vlth the Russlans the above l s ,  espec lally/ valld . 

2) There would be obvlous very re.l .nd potent l.l d.ng.rs to 
the .nvlronaent . The s l te of the propos.d S I S  l l.s over the Sn.ke 
Riv.r .quif.r, probably the l.rge.t such body of w.t.r ln the 
wor ld . In the .vent of an accldent radloactlve substance. 
rele.sed into the aquif.r could be • traqedy of aajor proport l on. 
to the envlron •• nt and all I lvlnq creature. dependent on the 
aqui fer . Tourisa and agr lculture, a 3, 425, 000, 000 dollar source of 
l nco •• to IdAho vould be .dversely e f f ected. 

In .dd l t l on ,  the propo •• d SIS f.c l l lty would rel •••• 20 
tons of freon into the at.osphere per year . •  s you are probably 
avare, freon has been banned as an aerosol propel lant because of 
l t t s  ability to deplete stratosphe r l c  ozone . aecause of ozone 
depletion ln the ataoaphere there haa be.n a s l gn l f lcant aad 
unrelentlng l ncrease each year ln the lncldence of s k l n  canC.E., 
ln genera l ,  and aelanoaa, ln partlcular . •• a pr.ct l s l ng sur�on 
I •• v aore c •••• of .. lanoaa each y.ar durlnq the la.t t.n �aE. 
of ay pr.cti •• • Thi. c.n b • •  d.v •• tatlng .nd leth.l dl ••••• • I n  
.dd ition, th.r. will probably b e  . n  lncr •••• d lncldenc. o f  
cataract., a .  Y e l l ,  d ue  to ozone d.plet lon. 

3) Th • •  conoalc ben. f l t  to Id.ho would b. t.apor.ry .nd v.ry 
loc.llzed. This "bene f lt" would ao.t l l kely be w l ped out by the 
los. of tour isa and by the neqatlve e f fects on the agrlculture 
lndustry. 

4) To ay knovledge, there are alternatlve .nd safer a.thod. 
of extr.cting plutonlua th.n those .dvoc.t.d by the Departaent of 
Energy for the S I S .  

5)  I h.v. the d l. t l nct f •• l l ng th.t the S I S  project 1. • 
aultl -buck pork barrel sca. proaulqated by .o.e of our 
repres.ntatives in Congre • • .  Unfortunate ly, the l r  - take the .oney 
.nd run" phl lo.ophy aay well be the rulnatlon of aany of the 
outstanding features of our state . 

Most re.peCtfu

.

ltt� . . .  _ <2 1 J iJ . . .fL ' �clf':'1'kr61; 1 1(� 
Po.t O f f lc. Box 6069 
Sun Valley, Idaho 
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State •• nt o:f: [).nn�a O .  Donnelly 
56 Tulane Avenue 
Pocstello Idaho 83201 

Thia COllllllentary 101 1 1 1  b. arranged in thr •• part.. �ir.t . I pOint out two 
.ulJar incon.�.t.nc.1 •• in the infor.etian pr •• antad. and .ak you to 
c •• clve th.... Second. I wl 1 1  again dlacu •• the i •• u •• I rai •• d at the 
acop.l.n,? JII. •• ting 1n �.bruary. 1987. and w 1 1 1  ask you to addre •• th ••• 

the %l.nal dOCUMent .  Third. I 1.' 1 1 1  cOIII", ... nt on this dra:ft E15 1n 
genera l .  

I .  118 Jar 1nconaleterncl.es 

On pege 2- "'1 . you .tat. the atmoapherl.c ttMi •• ion. 0% plutonl.ulII .r:-rOlll 
routine Operationa wi l l  be 1 ••• than l � . OOO 1II 1.crocuri •• per y •• r .  
O n  page � - 1 2 .  you atate the routine atllloapher.lc 81111 • •  10n8 o £  91utonl.uIII 
will  b. O . l �  Jnlcrocurlaa par year. Ther. i. a :factor o:f a lIlil lion 
di:f:ferencQ batw •• n th  •• e @atilllatea. 

On page 2-�7.  you .tat. that l.as then 220 JIIetrie tona o:f tran.u�anl.e 
waates wil l  b. routin.ly generated by 515 Op.ration. On page "" - 1 :> .  
how.ver. you state thst the  Ift<!llXl.Jll.UJII. transuranic wast • •  w i l l '  be  4-lo0 tons 
p.r year. Ther. i. a £actor o:f two discrepancy b.tw •• n th ••• •• t.1.llat • • •  

I a.k that you r • •  olv. th.a. incon.istanci • •  end al.o provide .nough 
beckqround on how tha •• nUMb.ra .r. q.n.rat.o that the public ha. (;IOOd 
••• uranc. that you are not Just plucking nuab.ra out o:f the air .  AI.o,  
the di:f:f.r.nt unit. o:f ... aaur. u • •  d ar. confuaing. You .hould li.t both 
the w.ight and the radioactiva cont.nt of th ••• waat • •  tr.a .... 

I I .  My coalll.nta frolll the .COping • • •  ting. 

Th. D.partaant of Enargy hald a pUblic .aating to coneid.r tha .cop. of 
thia .Environaantal Iapact Stat ••• nt in Fabruary, 1987. 1 pr •• entad 
forlllal cOII.antary at that •• ating . I hev. a latt.r frolll Hr. Carl 
Gartz etating "Your colt •• nte to dat • •  along with 
tho •• froa othar intar •• t.d parti.a .nd froe the public acoping 
ha.ring., will ba given dua con.id.ration in the EIS proca •• aa DOE 
COMpli •• with the Nation.l Environ •• ntel Policy Act . "  

That aound. vary r.aponal.bl.. Thi. drait £15 .  howav.r. l.qnor •• allllo.t 
totally the ieau.a thet I r.qu •• tad it  to includ.. Sinc. th ••• i.au •• 

sra diractly r.lat.d to the .nv.1.ron •• ntal .1.pact. of the propo •• d plant . 
I agein  r.qu •• t that th ••• i •• u •• ba di.cu ••• d .  in d.ta i l ,  1 n  the final 
v.reion o:f the docu •• nt. If" you are not orapared to do thia. I aUQq.at 
this EIS b. withdrawn as in.xcu.ably incolllpl.t • •  

A t  the .coping .a.ting, I aaid: "Giv.n that th1. olant h a .  the Dotentl.al 
for a gr.at daal of radioactiva Jl.at.ri<!ll l to ba ahipp.d to INEL . I f.al 
that the .EIS .hould car.:fully a ••••• the rad.1.oloqical i nv.ntory of 
.hip.ant. to b. axp.ct.d ovar the lif. o:f thi. plant. Exp.cted 
.i£.1.cl..nc.1. •• o:f product r.cov.ry .hould b. atat.d , and both product and 

waat.es :!Ihould be 4S:!IBS8ad <!liS to thElir :f<!ll t� 1n the env1ronlll.nt . • .  
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plutoniull thi. plant i. go.1ng to laava .in Idaho, or .hip out aa product 
for the Military to diap.r.a worldwid., or ehip out ae packag.d waat. to 
the WIPP faci lity .  In.t.ad , I h.ar diaturbing rUllor. o�: w.t.r .nt.ring 
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the l.aching of the plutoniuM long <!IIft.r the concr.t. 
buildings out there have cru.bled. 

To your credit ,  you did tr.at the cOIRbinat10n of <!II pl uton1uJII. fira 
wlth total :filter bank i<!llilure. which I had rsque.tad. T h.re ia anoth.r 
con •• quenca which YOI..l ahould d1 8CU88. A •• r10us accid.nt of thia type 
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known as "famous Hot Potato.a" then you ahould die.cuss thi. lairly .  

At  the acop1n� he<!llring . I said : " Gl.ven the "'olcan.1.c n<!lltur@ of  INEL end 
Hanford sites, and our .1.n<!llb i l ity to predict the r�surnption 0.1: act iv. 
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on page 3-11 that ."plo.1 .... .  ruptions are pOs.ible at INEL , but a.id. 
frolll noting that :fact, does nothing to consider the cons.a-qu.nc.s o£ such 
an .v.nt or to r •• pond rationally to auch <!II th�.<!II t .  

I d.lIland a.riou. tr.at • •  nt 0 %  thia i.eu.. Thia ia ,  aft.r G l l .  the 
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add to the .xi.ting :flow . 

At the .coping ",.ating. I aaid: " I  particularly qu.ation the DOE'. pa.t 
practic. of partitioning the waat.s into "t�an.uranic" and 
"nontranauranic" cat.gori •• , th.n l.aving the "nontren.uranic" waat •• 

for.v.r at IHEL da.pita Ctha1r content of] aignificant inv.ntori •• 

of tran.uranic nuclid... I f •• l this practic • •  hould b. r.e •••••• d and 
I ts .ciantific J ustification careful ly axplained by thi. EIS . "  

In.t.<!IId o f  r.a •••• sing and axplaining tha Justification of thia 
partitioning, thi. draft EIS haa 
Gctual ly rai •• d tha partition-liMit ,  from t.n 
nanocur1ea p.r gram to a hundred nanocur1.S per gram ,  ainc .. the 
;)r.ig1nal INEL waat. lIlanagam.nt EIS, ERllA-1536 . W<!IIS iasued . 
rhi. l i ttle chang. will have the practical conseauenc. th�t a 
1reat deal lIIore of your wast.s W.1.ll get le£t b.h1nd in Ioaho than would 
\av. bean the ca.e if ERDA-1536 rul@s were fol lowed . How FRuch plutc.nl.uJl 
loe. this pl<!llnt  and thia pl<!ll n propose .to le<!llve t.<6re 1 n  Id<!llho? I \;I.mand 
.hat th1.s EIS answer th1S qU.st1.on cle<!llr ly .  both 1n  pounds and in 
�uria8. Th.n this EIS has the clear duty to dl.scuss the environM.ntal 
IIlpacts of th1.a course o:f act.1.on . 

o not forget the fa/llous prO/ll 1ae , quoted in ERDA 1536. by the 
hair/llan o:f the Atolll.1.c En.rgy COllllll 1ss1on to rdaho ' .  S.n<!lltar Chl..l rch and 
ov.rnor Andrus. Th1S promised to relllo",e, the nucle<!llr w<!IIstea • .  3111 0.1 
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t.h�"' . iroTII INE:... . r h l S  =: ::::..=; sho1.ll d C l SCU39 t.he P9riorlll.fl.nCe und\?r th1.5 
p r om i s e .  

A.t t h e  scopl.ng IIIsating, I not.ed t.hat t h e  purpollilfo oi t. h e  S I S  p l a n t  1.11 t h e  
product.ion o f  t.he l.ngredlanta £ o r  nuclear waaoons. I therefore eII.ked 
t.hat. t.his EIS a ••••• the e n v i r o n m e n t. a l  • .tiact.a , bot.h l oc� l l y and 

g l o b a l l y .  of the a c t u a l  w a r t. l. m e  u •• of the ""eapons for w h i c h  t.hia p l a n t  

i s  d @ s l q n e d .  T h e  pot.en t. i a l  environmen t a l  a £ :t. e c t. a  o f  such an ev.nt 

80 aariou. that you cannot. 8vol.d the l.ssue 1 n  thl.s E I S .  
A t  t h e  seoping /fl e e t i n g .  m y  c l o s .L n g  remark ""!!!I S t. o  note t h e  po l l. t. e  

aasumption at I NEL th8t. t h e s e  weapons w i l l  n a v e r  f l y .  I r""quest.ed th�n 
and request now that you c::: onsl.der your wor�( 1 0  t h �  absence OJ: such .an 

aaaumpt lon . 

I I I .  COlll mentB on t h i s  draft. docu lII .nt. . 

Th 1. &  docum@nt. 1.B not J u s t  i nco lil p l e t e - - 1t c.arriea the concaot. of 

8tonew � l l i n g  to new h e i g h t a .  ): n �dd i t ion to t.he dodging ai the II\ � J o r  
1 . 8 u e 8  lIIe n t i oned elbov8 . even a i m p l Qo  Q'ueat.l.ona elr':! obscured. such 

os "How deep w 1. 1 1  the d . a 1 '= m � ba8e f loc.d be whan the Mackay Dam lata 

90 1 " ,  "How high a r e  you q o i n g  to rl!ll ise the w h o l e  olant to el y o l d  t.h i s 'r " ,  

··Wh.re a r e  you 9 0 1 n 9  t o  taka t h e  s o i l  from t. o  d o  t h 1. a '? · · . Y o u  s h o u l d  
c l a r i f y  th • •  e i n c o m p l e t e  t h o u g h t s  1n t h i s  document. 

To support aOlll. m 1 n i llla l  level of r a t i o n 8 1 e  
.1 n  the Departlll.nt of Energ y ' s  d a c 1 s 1 o n lll a k 1 ng proc • • • •  
th is document .hould not. fact.u 8 1 1 y  that. a1.nca the 
v o l c a n i C ,  .ei.lll i c ,  and f l ood thra8t. are ,.uch 1 1"1  •• a t  tha Hanford • .1 t a .  

a n d  t h e  plut.oniulII i .  alraady there to begin w i t h .  i t  therefor. appears 

wi.e to r.fine the plutoniu lII t.hara , 1 f  at a l l .  

F i n a l l y .  I faal .t.rongly t h a t  you should pub l i . h  t.he contant o f  COlll lllanta 

frolll publiC offI c i a l s  and t. h e  public, ea has ba.n tha practic. of peat. 
Environ lllental I_pact St.ete.ant • • • •  not Just the nal\ •• of paople ""ho 
.ublJll tt.d cOIll",ent.. You ahould than r •• pond f u l l y  8nd profa.ai ona l l y  to 

the i ... u •• and concarn. r a i .ed . 

1::4 1 8  
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Lynne K. Stone 
Box 8519 

Ketohum, Idaho 88840 

726-4838 

:& h.-b ,-, ..tf;ZO 

March 1 2 ,  1988 

FOR THE HEARING RECORD R E  THE SIS 

I try to be a good Idahoan . My family eats potatoes aplenty, the 
car has a centennial l icense plate, I vote yes for school 
override s ,  and I ' m  kind to my dog. I ' m  a Idahoan who is appal led 
at the efforts to insta l l  a weapons production plant, ie. the 
SIS, in my backyard. 

When all the disguises are removed, the SIS stand s ,  foremost, as 
a bomb projec t .  

In t h e  past, I ,  l i k e  ma n y  others, have supported the 
technological research of the INEL. 

The SIS is a horse of a different color -- a plutonium horse 
bred for nuclear weapons. 

With "yes, yes, SIS" s l ogans, parades and promises of money, 
money, money, the people of this state are being told how 
wonderous the SIS wi l l  be for our economic wel l-being. 

Along with "yes, yes" -- the merchandisers of the SIS should 
admi t to and adopt a more accurate chant : "bombs are gooo 
business" or "weapons for our childrens I future" .  

The INEL i s  only 60 miles east of the recreation-based economy of 
the Wood River Valley. A weapons production plant is not what I 
consider a desirable neighbor . The SIS is just the first step in 
a l ong wish list of war menagerie for Idaho and our po l iticians 
are welcoming it with outstretched arms. 

As a citizen of Idaho, I strongly protest this move toward a war 
industry at the INEL plant. 

Sincerel y ,  , '��\i�)� 
Lyri�e Stone 

cc: Governor Cecil Andrus 
Rep. Richard S ta l l ings 

1 . 1  
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March 2 6 ,  1988 

TESTIMONY on the SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

My name is Ann Vanderbilt. I am a resident and business 
owner in Ketchum, Idaho and I am opposed to the Special Isotope 
separation Proj act for three reasons . 

Firat is quality of life . When my husband and I moved to 
Idaho five years ago, our major consideration in choosing 
Ketchum/sun Valley was clean air, clean water, clean skies and 
peace of mind. The reality of a plant to process weapon ' s  grade 
plutonium only fifty air miles to the east of our home makes me 
question whether we made the right choice in moving here and 
whether we should, in fact, consider leaving. ThB danger of 
transporting hazardous material on Idaho ' s  highways concerns me 
deeply . Accidents DO HAPPEN . The danger of a leak which would 
contaminate the local environment concerns me deeply. Again, 
accidents DO HAPPEN . The danger of nuclear waste storage concerns 
me, especially if WIPP fails to open. The INEL is presently a 
"temporary 11 storage site for 4 . 4  million cubic feet of TRU waste. 
When, if ever, will this be removed, and what will happen to 
waste generated by the SIS , if it is built? We did not move to 
Ketchum/Sun Valley to live beside a nuclear waste dump . 

Second, question the need for more weapon I s grade 
plutonium. At present the U .  S .  has adequate stockpiles of 
plutonium to meet national defense needs . with the emphasis on 
future arms l imitation rather than escalation, what are we doing 
building a plant to process even more plutonium? 

Third , the Wood River Valley survives on tourism. We sell 
outdoor recreation and quality of l i f e .  The SIS is a threat to 
our tour ist base and thus , a threat to our economy. It is 
difficult to market the pristine nature of an area when its close 
neighbor is a nuclear power plant. Given the choice between a 
mountain vacation illh or � the blight of plutonium being 
produced fifty miles away, how many tourists will opt for �? 
But more important, the SIS will impact new-resident growth which 
gives our economy its stable base during the off-season s .  We need 

Wood Rive.r Nordic PO. Box 3637, Ketchum, Idaho 83340 
208/726·3266 

to attract industry compatible to our town and people who choose 
Ketchum/sun Valley as a place to work and live. While a temporary 
boon to the economies of Idaho Falls and pocatello, the SIS is 
disastrous to the aconolllies of the Wood River and sawtooth 
Valleys. 

Often controversial decisions , such a8 approval of the SIS 
in Idaho, are based on short-sighted goals: creating new jobs for 
a l imited boom period; creating 1Il0re weapons when the demand is 
unclear. I call these goals short-sighted because of the 
potential long-term results . We are risking our environment ,  our 
safety, our quality of life, our economy and our peace of mind. 

I feal that thia is too high a price to pay for plutonium. 

Sincerely, , _._.+S.V�·..d-
Ann S .  Vanderbilt 
Box 3637 
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 
(208)  726-5'30 

Wood RJwr Nordic. 
P.O. Boz. 3637, Ketchum, Idaho 83340 

208/726·3266 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
FOR TIlE HEARING RECORD 
SPECI."L ISOTOPE SEPARATOR 

DEAR SIRS, 

MARCH 2 1, 191)8 

E,ht'bt't- I{(). 'J.. 

WE OPPOSE TIlii LOCATION OF THE SIS IN IDAHO ON TIlE GROUND THAT IT IS 
A FACILITY WHICH IS INTENDED TO SUPPORT TIlE PRODUCTION OF 
ADDITIONAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS. IF THERE WERE A VOTE ON TIlE I SSUE 
WE WOULD VOTE AGAINST IT, AND WOULD NOT VOTE TO RE-ELECT ANY 
REPRESENTATIVE OR GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO SUPPORTS IT. 

IF OUR FEDERAL GOVERIlMENT TRULY WANTS TO REDUCE NUCLEAR 
ARMAMENT, AS iT SAYS iT DOIiS, THEN WHY DOES IT WANT TO BUILD A 
PLUTONIUM FACTORY IN IDAHO? IF TIlii PEOPLii 0, IDAHO SUPPORT THii 
SIS, ARENT THIiY SUPPORTING TIlE CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL 
NUCLEAR ARMS? 

THERE IS MUCH T .... LK IN THE WORLD AIlOUT DISARMANENT, AND VERY 
LITTLE ACTION. IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN AS LONG AS PEOPLE CHOOSE 
SHORT TERM BENEFITS AND CONTINUE TO IGNORE TIlE BIG PICTURE. WE 
WILL HAVE NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT ONLY WIlEN TIlE PEOPLE OF THE 
WORLD ARE READY TO CHOOSE IT .... AND PAY TIlE PRICE. 

TIllS IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THIi PEOPLii OF IDAHO TO DEMONSTRATE 
LEADERSHIP INSTEAD OF SHORT SIG!ITED GREED. W! CAN SHOW TIlE PEOPLE 
OF OUR COUNTRY THAT WE PP_�CTICE WHAT WE PREACH, BY DOING WHAT 
THE FIRST LADY SAYS WE SHOULD TEACH O'JR CijILDREN: JUST SAT NO. 
lT HAS TO START SOMEWHERE. 

WE DONT WANT TIlE SI S HERE, AND WE HOPE OTHERS WI LL FOLLOW OUR 
EXAMPLE. MAYBE WIIiN THIi PEOPLE OF ALL sr A TES rusr SAY NO, OUR 
GOVERNMENT WILL GET IT. 00 YOU? 

. 

VERTlY TOURS 
, .  

BR�' UGUSTUS 

P.o. 80IC 400 Sun Valr.", Idaho 83M3 (208)788-2927 

.Mr. Clay Nichol1ll 
SIS Project Manager 
Department of Fnera 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

Dear .Mr. Niohola : 

E 4 2 3  

March 25, 1988 

I,yn StalLard 
Box 550 

KetchUID. Idaho 8))40 

I am vrit1n&; to expnu lIlY oppol9l1t1on to the construoUon of the Speoial. lao
tope Separator (SIS) .... eapon8 plutoniWll refiner; in southeastern Idaho. I alii opposed 
on the ha.s18 that suffiCient data haa been presented to .., that demonstrates that 
the SIS is dangerous, uneoonOll1cal, and unethical! 

The SIS is dAngerous! The INEL, proposed 8U. of the SIS, is located directly 
above the Snake River Aquifer, the major source of drinking wat-r and irI"igat1ori for 
southern Idaho. Re:Jident.s in the northern part of the state will be endan&;erBd when 
plutonlWII 18 shipped. from Hanford to the IH.!i:L. 

lb. SIS is econOna1cally diaasteroUB 1 The 750 jobs that will be created by the 
construct1on of the faoUity are not worth the 10611 of Idaho ' :J  reputation a:J a 
h'ildorne:J19 State. '!'he "Geiq Statel! will beeolDe known all the "PlutoniWb State" and 
!.neoDle derived from our tourist industry wUl be severely a1'feeted. Can our stat" ' 11  
eeonOlly' afford this 1 

The SIS i8 unethloa.l.l The construction of a weapons factory to further the 
anall race is in direct opposition" to our leadera ' efforts to promote peace. 
:Je lJhould. prolllOte the peaoe-making businesli. not the bomb-making business : 

Please acoept this letter of 0ppos1tion to the SIS at the Sl5 hearings. 

Sinoerely, d��atJC� 
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FOR THE 5 1 50  HEAR I NG RECORD 

(.' I :; T 1 t.tGU 1 SHEC' PHil-lEL 

I ',",Qu l d  " \0.,,,.. t o  t h  .... r.k t h o�� who .a. r ill' r e � p on � l b l E'  tor t h f'  

c h �n';i1  n o;.  o t  d -i. t '!' '' .s to av o i d  O V 9 r l a.p p t n g wi th tt,� w l l d. r n  . . ... 

he .... r 1  ng ... . 

n T o  b. or n o t  to b . ! t h a t  1 � t h li'  Q u . � t  I on . "  T h a. t  q u o t .  L a. k "" $  

a. new mea.n l n o;; . I n  order f o r  p l u t on i um t o  be , I t  m u s t  b <t  

c r e a t oi! d  b y  m-an . G o d  I n  !-, i .  w l  .. dom c h ose n o t  t o  .:: r E' a t e  I t .  I f  God 

t,.ad cr •• t: e- d  p l u t on i um .. n d  W9 had .adap t e d  to I t ... p r � "'9 n c .  I n  �u r 

e v o l u t. l on p r oc . ... .. .  we m i gh t  b. I IT,IfI U n e  to I t &  e f t !? : t ;;. ,  We a. r e  

n o t:  • 
I-l .. n d i d  c r e . t .  p l u t on i um ,  wh i c h _9.& , 0  g i v e s  a d l t f t' r e- n t  

m .;> a n . r' 9  t o  t h e  o p i' n l n .� q u o t E' :  " T o  b".. o r  n o t  t o  boit . "  0n l ·>' I; h l 'S  

t l mi' Will' ar t' t h e- P l u t o n i um e )<' l z t .  a n d  rr,an ':> X I S t '3 . 

P l u t on i um unde-r t h 9  t h umb 0+ man c ou l d  c h an9" a l l t h a t .  W. rTl t 9h t  

c . ...... t o  . )< I � t tog. t h ill r .  Do • •  t h a. t  m a. t t . r  t o  you .. t ... 1 I ?  

T o  Q 'J o t .  I'-I.w&w • •  k m.g.-z l n . ,  l1a.rch 1 4 ,  1 988,  " Th . n ., t , on 

.,m�.ss W i t h  p l u t on i um "  .. I r �.dy . I t  .: .,n b@' r � c yc l E' d  f r olt! 

':le.:omm ' "3 � l on e d  w�apon ... , a p r o .: e  ... . ac c oit i & r a t E' d  . V E' n  t h e  f<E'aQan 

a c:im l n ' !i- t r a t l on t h r ou9h thE' I NF t r '" _ t y .  WE' n oe- � d  1 � "' 5 .  

p l u t on i um t o  c on t l r, u e  t o  d i s a r m .  

/-In d ,  w h .a t  o f  t h ".. 440 t o n s  of was t e , C I t e d  I n  t h e  Dr a f t  

E n V i r onme n t a l  I mp a. c t S t ... tlltmlll n t ,  t o  b e  sh i p p e d  oV 9 r l a n d  t o  t h lll 

w .... t .  I ... o l a t l on P i l o t P r o j e c t  ": W I PP )  i n  New Mlltx I C O )  Cr· e . t l n � 

.. u c h  w a s t e  and 5h I pp I n �  I t  ar@' two m a J o r  p r ob l .m... . !\low I t I � 

repor t " d  HI . t  t h .  W I PP h ., s  dev@' l op e d  l e a.k 'S .  W h a. t  a.r .. w. dO i n g ?  

F o r  2 0  y • .,r i> I d a.ho o f f I C i a l s  h av e  b e . n  t r Y l n 9 to:· r i d  t h e  

s t a t . of t h • .;, r ow l n Q i n v . n t o r y  o-t T R U  w a s t  • •  [,0.$ I d a h o  b . c om. 

the de f .c t. o  w a s t e  dump -tor a n o t h ," r  4 4 0  t on, per y�ar f r om S I S? 
"3ay n o � ! C I � a n  u p  o n e  m. s s ,  n o ,  c r e a t .  a n o t h iE' r ' � 

Econom I C "3 :  Hr, I mp o r t a n t  I n  I daho . blo d':O'J b t  t h oe- m.a l n  

r E' ason mo s t  of yOU apE' hE'r· e . Sou t h  E a s t  I da h o  t",a:5 t h e  n a. t u r  .. 1 

r lli' .ou r c lt s  to b @' c QI'T,. a d . � t l n .a t l on t o u r l at .r . a .  T h a t  

p r o l ongllt d ,  p l .an n . d  a.rld . )( c l t i n g . c on orn i c  dev. l opmllt n t .  N o t  t h e  

boom/bu 'S t  c y c l .  o f  t h . S I S .  I t  l 'i  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a.r k e t . - Domb 

f ac t o r y  +or t o u r i sm .  8r . n 9 
I . s e r  t e c h n o l o g y - - b u t  l e t  

t h e  r oit Q I  on , p r o u d  0 +  I t S H t oms f o r  P e .c . , t o  p r om o t e  I a s. r s  

p e a c e  a s  we l l .  

LE' t u s  so l v e o u r  . c on om l C  p r o b l ems c r  • ., t l v e ! y ,  n o t  

d� s t r u c t l v . 1 Y .  

uJ��� 
W.nd. T I . r n e y  

P . 0 .  & 0 ":  1 77 1  
H. i l e y ,  I D  83333 
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Ed M .  Hunter 
1 5 2 4  Johnson 

E 4 2 5  

Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83274 

Mr. chai rman, 
v i s itors . 

members of the panel , fel l ow c i t i z en s ,  and 

I am here today to voice my opi n i on because I feel that th i s  i s  
a very i mportant i s s u e ,  and that t h i s  panel needs to h e a r  from a 
wel l  balanced cross section of the community, with mys e l f  being a 
member of the working c l ass of the popu lation. 

First I wou ld l i ke to tel l you a l i tt l e  about mys e l f .  I am 31 
years old and have been a l i fe long resident and concerned 
citi zen of the state of Idaho. Presently I am employed in the 
construction industry, and wou ld hope to stay empl oyed there. I 
have had opportun i t i es to be empl oyed in other states but prrfer 
to remain here and witness the devel opment and growth o f  this 
fine state. I hope that the construction industries has enough 
work to a l low me to l ive here. 

I t  seems that there are res idents of the state that would not 
have Idaho on the leading edge o f  modern technol ogy . I have also 
heard from part t i me residents, who apparently have only their 
own personal interests in mind, when they try to inf luence the 
inte l l i gent, fu l l  time res idents of this state into not accepting 
such a fine opportun ity for state advancement and growth as the 
SIS project. 

I truly bel i eve that the SIS project is a good thing for a l l  
citizens of the state o f  Idaho. I would l ike t o  try and point out 
just a few of the numerous good points that the S I S  project has. 
':L "'-3.-et... t-'-.... '= w� .. ��� 0., .. ,� W"''t ,"0. �i�lc.. .. � "'''''''' ..... f' uJ 'bt� � 
I am concerned about and appose nuclear warfare, but feel that 
the best deterrent to nuclear war is a strong mi l itary, with a 
modern arsenal of quality h i -tech weapons . 

Currently we have a stock p i l e  of ��d;� nucl ear fuel that needs 
to be recycl ed ,  this wi l l  help to conserve natural resources, and 
reduce the output of nuclear waste. Since the SIS project uses 
laser technology rather than nuclear, th i s  task can be 
accompl ished in a much more e f f i c ient and especial ly safe 
manner . 

With the laser techno l ogy that w i l l  be used in the S I S  project 
there i s  seemingly end less pos s i b i l i t i es for future use. The 
poss ibi l ities that exist for future use alone, should end a l l  
debate, and al low the S I S  project t o  start immed iately. 

Just as the current PBF fac i l ity is now being used for brain 
cancer treatment, the SIS laser may someday be u s ed to treat any 
number of currently untreatab le d i seases that p l ague mankind. And 
if some day, one of us should ever need some of th i s  spec i a l i z ed 
treatment I wou l d  hope that the process has been in operation for 
a number of years to prove its r e l i abi l ity and worth iness for 
human use. We have no idea how many benefits to mankind th i s  
project can produce, so lets n o t  shut it down j u s t  because some 
of the peop l e  don ' t  l i ke only one of it ' s  functi on s .  There are 
far to many pos s ib i l it i es for good that must be considered. 

Some peop l e  say l et ' s  spend our tax d o l l ars on the Star Wars 
Defence project. I feel that if we have a working laser f ac i l ity 
here then we have a very good chance of getting some of that work 
as wel l .  One of the best points to cons ider in the S I S  project i s  
that the laser can be i n  one bui ld ing w i t h  d i f ferent projects in 
other bu i ldings, thus a l l owing easy and save expan s i on whi l e 
us ing the same l aser for al l of the projects. Once th i s  fuel i s  
processed then w e  w i l l  have a working fac i l ity that can b e  used 
to develop and produce countless benefits for mankind . 

As we l l  as the benefits for mankind, we must also consider the 
amount of work that th i s  project wi l l  bring into the area. I t  
�i l l  put an estimated 440 construction workers and 7 5 0  fu l l  time 
peop l e  to work, with 105 support people needed in the surrounding 
�reas . Idaho desperately needs these jobs to help support our 
sagging economy. The SIS project would be a tremendous boost to 
large industries and sma l l  businesses al ike . This area and the 
state as a whole need a l l  the work that they can get. 

Sometimes we as individuals need to put our own personal feel ings 
aside and view certain s i tuations as what w i l l  be best for the 
area or the group as a who l e .  It i s  easy to be s e l f ish and think 
o f  only ourselves, but i t  is very reward ing when we can help our 
n e i ghbors and fel low mankind to accompl i sh things which are a 
l ittle inconveni ent to us at the present, but wi l l  benefit many 
others in the future. 

Let ' s  keep modern technology and future benefits as we l l  as jobs 
for the present i n  mind when we cons ider this very important 
issue. The S I S  project is a good thing for Idaho. 

I would l ike to thank the panel and the aud ience for letting me 
take a few minutes o f  your time and go on pub l i c  record as one of 
many who i s  in support o f  the SIS project. 

Thank-you, 

Ut 1VI, I./� 
Ed M. Hunter 
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RON FOWLER POCATELLO , IDAHO !? />"- I'rv-Cr/u.'bl 't- </;;..ro 

1 THE SIS PROJECT IS A VERY SAFE PROCESS. THE FACILITY WILL HOT 

INVOLVE NUCLEAR REACTION. 

IT WILL' NOT HAVE ANY ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ON IHEL OR 

THE STATE. 

_____ WAS 110,000. 

1980 POPULATION WITHIN A 50-MILE RADIUS OF THE SIS SITE 

BY THE YEAR 2010 IS  FORECAST TO BE 230,000. 

3 D.O. E .  WILL OPERATE THE SIS PROJECT IN A COHCER�ED HAHNER FOR 

THE SAFETY OF ALL CITIZENS OF IDAHO. 

4 THE LASER TECHNOLOGY WILL CONTRIBUTE TO MEDICAL BREAK TKROUGHS. 

THE LASER AND FIBER OPTICS RESEARCH WILL BE Of GREAT BENEFIT TO 

IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY. 

6 ON DECEMBER 2 0,  1951 , THE NATIONAL REACTOR TESTING STATION PRODUCED 

THE FIRST LIGHT fROM ATOMIC POWER-- NOW 36 YEARS LATER, LIGHT HAY 

ACAIN PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY AND 

OPPORTUNITY IN IDAHO. 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3 7 THE SIS PROJECT WILL PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT FOR 440 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 

AND 750 PERMANENT JOBS WHICK IDAHO DESPERATELY NEEDS . 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 8  
8 SIS WILL PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MANY LARGE AND SMALL BUSINESSES 

IN IDAHO, 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  IT WILL BRING BACK SOME Of OUR HARD EARNED TAX BACK TO IDAHO. 

10 SIS WILL CONTRIBUTE STRONGLY TO THE GROWTH Of REGIONAL AND STATE 

ECONOMICS . 

11 SIS  WILL PROVIDE OUR CHILDREN THE OPPORTUNITY TO STAY AND 

WORK IN IDAHO. 

(1) t:1. h'bi+ </-Z7 

E 4 2 7  

/e f:t:: y L .  fi .,  ..... .. r � .1./ � ..,)C I� V  �..\.:Q �LI I �  rJ (,j •. � 'l�"�1 

-
�/ tt; ........ � � I '� t!.�.. . ' �te:-� �'� :�� � ] , N . S , L:+ . . •  �A. .�� . �� ���M;�" /  ; • J.. '..-. .M4. --:.�J�.Jg .� . . . � ii. · "I: 

: �h � ����� .� "...,_ � � .J  ,.�� . :to .AI\.Jl..). c:L�J:O ... � O.MI. . J '  ��.:z 

: • ����...ut . ..l.l'l. ;&.�� .  � . 
. :  ; .  � &tN\. aMu'j � . . .. . �� .. :? . � '-jk :��1i:1:-t� 
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t:=thl 'b"t- L.fd.g 

D e <l.-r �"Vq ... /\� ... c.. ...... , \  (:1.",.:;\" ..... " 

�LL�u.""JC (Ylurpl--,Q,,\ 
Box {Y l q ,Cll.dl�«\ 
I cl  ",, 3 1.1 

L rH',-, 0.. "Re�, "t".,,..A l0u..-s<. , w '\,· 0.'1\" ''Y1oth',r o� 1 . 1  
two 061 ..... "''\ c.\r\.; \drLV\ , o. V'. d r&v� hQ\.><'.. I <;:(' \t- c,--(� ..... eQJ e.>r +- h r ec..:r to rn') ��. , \ �-S. "eC. u.,r, tLj tha� \ 
+-he. �,.I s .  flr� \ H" rre ,,(>�'\.h l Y'VLure.. &J 1 h"""'l �c.i#.A.JJ� 5 . 24 . 2 7 

"Th ".�e cvre. fi v..Y'Mxo .... s reo.s,'3Y'.'. \'0, ""'\ �iC.lhOl'\'. 
r, \ "t ,s �I,,-h:'n I lA"'" / The mo'>i' h, ')h,\,,\ +M ' c. "',{,I:dlJ.flit'. kno • .A.IY'I to V'NLV\ _ l CA VV\ CA.. V\Lur <; e. _  Vk:l� �().lA. 
�"'-<?.V) t-Vlf' "'O ( �  'JC;: 1' 0<1"'C0r c\pu.::rVl ') (Y)l.\\.t' �  lr.ueQ\e.. +hat r�,.,,)c. ? 

Wuw , • .  T h «.  + i l">'\L  10 icdc«. tine. irti lio..h \I"L.  6 . 3  /0 �to..x--t .c� Vl St)-.".s��f,� C 6 f' ; ro\ ItroYY', th -e... prur\ v..c.t , cM  0'" t .  ��·a � ,;;�V\s'.:'.. L0eQ\"cn·� /0 i," corlu. ch \.K. IVI.c.\l.\sh ', "" � • It '-S +, n 1 � we s.kr-t um-Vo-k'V',) "'-- r-'\ , \ i t-eJ..V',,\ f' c.(,:,}')o m "'1 il) HiP �e(UI'e 6 
h t.,Uv\ aV\ ILJlQ de:. I I I  Ic. e Moi).�,  '"" C< V1d jobS ) l.vhPre. \..U(� �'(JcAl.A.lQ. ':/.JrYll�+�1 VI 'j tl1ee-t Lv€. cla re. ( an 
�lA.-Yv\ � .  I �  tVlIS yr'\l � ct " S  bu , tt ,  Luh o \..0: \ 1  CjlAO.J('lA.l'\t�e. +h,4 )'tuton ' [HV\  ( c..YlY'Iot �o. l l  ,'Vlto �,e. h'-';l'Ids ot 5 . 1 . 30  te.';.ror· ' ·�+ �or �-,se )y\.Qvct- A loo m hS . .  I ",� ... \I'\UPa<.-

\,i-,,\ t'ne su.Pf'�"'h"\ ;n uea.� 1f\5 th ,'s rr..,\::.? f. , �" _ . . � � m ,,\ �6. "' i L'1 A  1'11 � r+.' ,-\ o..a..,cl �or 0-.\\ o� creQ+'OI).. 
cl l2.v",, \,\L\s - '  0 ,  . • . ��, fho± l � re<J:. "f> cU'\� 1101- <; ,� l:,:Ie\n� 
h ,\ UJ\'I, l.z.  the. 10o,1 d I s  11'I00,i..:.. rYlO"�'

.
�' ' �h+ ' ''') 0.I,cl r� o",- 1 . 1  I d'ho.\ . R�� +tu.s c.  Of'.Q. 1N.. So../>-.R.. FpfL w\.c �e >t: 4A S<:,·+I-t .. -pc,'-l--e.r e>1.hL\�kd 1101 ",(M�Io,,\ +h (.. <t lJ " '" . .\.. / I  J p<:� "- I '" op 1V)e._,-,I'.) -y>ro . "-<0.1-_' 

:2.", '(f;C:r.s "'-'f' r..d-v<...,ii/L"'J #l..: �fisL ov s. ,l<..tcUr. r 
/J� � .Nu.j .Mj�U.� tD 1)'CiA,V {��\ Af01l\.\0 3 . 2 . 2 3 �.f� MJ (2anU' -rJvt.{ c... �L,,\ �'(YUIQ...V � 1"-<\ 
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FOP THE S, I S HEHP 1 �,jG F:EC OR[I 

L'1 ';T II JI:'UI ';HE[' F'!-lNE.L 

T�,e t � c t-I n l c � l  a s p oi' c t s  o t  t h i s  I -;; s u e  t-' 3. v e  b e e- r, a n d  W i l l  be 

«ddr i' s s e d  e- , t e n ;:' l v e 1 y  I n  t h e s e  h >? a r  1 " 9 s  ... ro d  o t h p. r t o r um s .  The 

p ':' l n t :;  0+ L' c on t l n u e- d  I n a de q u a t e  sat ... w a s t e  ", t c,rage : a. n d .  

2 )  U f, p r ';" J e n  p r o,I €, ,: t n e e d .  sholJ l d  be erlo'J'�h t ,:, ,j l s u � dE' a l l bu t t h e  
D -=- n t a g o n  Q\!E' r h, l l l e r s  a n d  o v e r s- p e n d e r s  i r e,m rflov l n '� a/"I' ? a d  I n  tl", I S  

h l ,j .;o o u ·S p r ':' .l e .: t .  

I 1).1':" J l d  I l h e  t o  addr e- s s  � l"le d e � �' mor � l  I SS'� " .  Tl",e s r, Q r t 

1 1 \) e d  .:- c or,om I C  boom c r e � t "" j  b ,' \:t." s p r ,::. p o s a l  h ", s  m a n r  I n  tr,o? 

;:o'J t h  �, � r � .:, t l .:"�r. ,;, ,j,:" n 9  tl� C �  t l l p :;  �o ", n c ou r a gE- p r ,::. ) €- c t  

.. �, p r ov .o.. l .  T h E' /' o? ') o? n  S � "' 9 E- d  a. p a r .:;o ,jE- I n  s u p p or t ,::.t tr,o? ';:, 1 ';' 
I d � h 0 F a I I :;  I a.;;, t ',oJ€, '? k • On t..? I €' I) I -:; I on , I t I ':'01-:, €' d I I k e wr,,;, t I � 

.:op t I y r e- p r o? s o? n  � €' d ;  f 'J n oE' r a  1 p r '::. c ..? s s  I ':In • 
HO',L) IT, ,,,n )" p ..? op l oE'  f r om t h i S  gr .:- a t  s t c d e  ',oJou l

'
d h a v o?  p a r a d", ,j 

p r ':" J d l /, ", n d  p .a t r l o t l c a l l .  to p r omo t '? ,l obs b y  c o n s t r u c t l r,,� ';,.r oE' a. �  

O'J ;: n s  I r, 'JJh I ,:r, m l l l l c.n s o f  p E> op l t?  ',>J€' r o?  t o  b ",  ", l l m l rl a. t €' d �' Th a t  I S  

t h e  mor a l  o? q u l v a l e rd cd bU I I ,j l n 9 trIo? S I ':; h o? r e  o r  a,n rl,.<Jr, o? r oE"  On l y  

I n t h o?  T o r m €' r  I n s i: an c e . t rl e  o v e r, s  u s  ... d t Q  k i l l  a s .:- l E' c t e d  

9ro'Jp O T  p €" ::.p 1 O? T h '?  HH2 1 '  d l  ;:, c r l m l r,-3. t: l n g ' O u r  

t e c h n o l o9,- I S  r,ot ' I I f  t h ,.. man LJ f ac t u r €' r  p r odu c t  I S  u ;:.e d ,  n o t  

l U S t  ;:..:- I ,.. .: t  p oE' .;,p l o? ,  bu t il l l 1 1 '} l n';! tre l n g i>  1,.<1 1 1 1  to €'  ].. I l l e d ' "  

I r .:- q u e s t:  t h e-, t  I: r, ,.. b a, l a n c o?  c.t m;' t o? s t l rno n ,)"  b e  ot'Slt' r v €' d  

i> l l o? n c e . Th i S I S  t o  a l l c.w t h e  p a n  ... I m€'mbe r s  a.r,d g a l l o? r ,' t o  t ;; ]... E-

a few rnom", n t s  to v l s u a. l l z e tr,€' mor a l  q u e s t i o n :  

';hQu l d  �,,€' s t r l v � f o r  or a c c e p t  to!'mporar'" t/ c onom l c  

�' I t a l l z a t l on b)' bU i l d i n g U ', e  c r ema t or i ums a t  t omor r o w ?  

PLE� . E�ER : ONf'E '  T H l I"' "BOUT 

� an n
_

Vf �d� 
Box 

-:::¢ 6 ,i  I ITI I  r O T f  (�( 
Ke t c h um I I da h o  833'-10 

I T !  ! 
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U .  S .  Dept. of Energy 
For the Record, SIS H-.rll18 

J _nne Flowers 
Box 6,56 
KetchUll, ID 8))40 
Plarch 24, 1968 

I should 11ke to IIUhalt the folloNiI18 et&te_nt for 1nolua1on 1n the record 
of the SIS hearinsll. Ply objections to the proPOSed SIS plant at the lNEl 
alt. are twofold. Firat, I doublt the Mee_ity for the prodUction of lIore 
weapona-grade plutonlUll 1n thla country now or 1n the future. Second. the 
SIS could have nepUve efCecta on the envlroMent am. on the health and 
safety of Idaho residente. 

As to the fust concarn, there 1s a good. deal of evidence that the extant 
supply of plutonlUll 1n the U. S. N1U sustain the COWltry '. neede 1ndefinitely. 
PlutoniUBI can reaaln ua.Cul for at le&8t 20,000 7aar. &R1 can be recycled 
froa retired IIMPOIlll such a.a tho •• which will be recovered as a result of the 
IN)' TrMty. Further, it 111 claa.rly the objective of the present. ad:.lnbtra_ 
tion to reMer nuclear IIMpollll obaolat_ by iaple •• ntation of the SDI teoh .. 
nology. The produotion of stockpUe. of vee.pona-grad.e p!UtOn1W1 is Incoa
patible with lh1e goal. 

The SIS would. be an anoraous expenaa to taxpa,yara at a U  •• 1n which reduclns 
the federal budget def1e1t 1a of utaost ll11portance. At such a t1..u of econo..lc 
uncen.inty it 1e un"l" to spend huge Sl.Ulll on operations for whlch there 
-.y be no need. 

My aecom. concern 18 about the eaf'aty of the pro�ed project. Idaho's 
aoonolV" ahould. not be enhanced at the expense of pul)Uc eat.ty or en"iroD'" 
.ental quality. At other OCE slt.e thu-e have been ca.e. of envlron.ental 
pollUtion and h-.J.th haarda to a.ploy ... &D:l reddente Uvlng In the areas 
n.r plante. Such 18 the caae of the Hanford plant, where rad,loactive 
lI&ate cont.ulnanta are foum In the aqu11'er lIovln« Into the CoIWlb1a Rlver. 
There are no guaranteaa to the re.idenb or Id.&ho that the proposed SIS 
v1J.I be a eater operation, dnc. the OOE 1. a .eU-regulating agency. 

The ... tter of ... te d18poaaJ. 1. uncertaln, alnce the propo.ed reposltory for 
the IlUte frca the SIS 1. the VIPP .1 ttl in Nev Mexlco, Th1a e1 ttl -.y prove 
uneultable for �Dt ..• torage of the __ t. becauae of POUlble _ter 
lll&kage In the re:po.ltory. Nor 1e �nanent atorage at the INJi:L alt. a 
8ultable alternative. UntU there 1e a aultabl.e .olution to the probla. 
of etorage ant dlapoeal of nucl-.r -...t. In a eat. 1I&lWU", there ehould. 
ba a aoratorl\l1l on the bulld.lns of auch faeUlti •• as the SIS. 

Tranepon.tion of traneuran1c •• t. 1. both halWLl"dOWl &D:l probl .... tic. or 
add.ltional. enviroMen41 concern h the faot that the SIS would. release 
tone of freon Into the atao.pher. annual.ly f hastenlns the depletion af the 
ollona l.a¥.r. Wlth .o Mny queetione about th. ea.rety and nee ••• lty of 
the expenalve SIS project, It is cl-.r to •• that It ehou.l.d. not be under
taken. 

Jeanae Ji'lovera �� �� 
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Harch-Aprll 1988 
TO. The U . S  Depart.ment. of Energy , The elected officials of 

t.he St.at.e of Idaho, and t.he citizens of t.he Unit.ed States 

FRCI1I Robert. Bum s ,  p . o .  box: 1 1 54 ,  KetchUll, ldaho 83340 
RE I Speclal I s ot.ope Separat.ion Project 

I wish t.o go on record 8S being opposed t.o t.he construct.ion of 

t.he SIS Project 1n Idaho or anyvhere else either now or in the 

future. 

I���a�s 
a 

n�8���� ���e nl�r a���:� ���g�o
p�����i�: . 

we!���s
mater� 

production. The INF Treaty vlll re�cycle up to 2 tons of 

weapons-grade plutonium for future "use" (Heaven forbid ) ,  and 

a 50% strategic force cutback would free up UP to 8 till8s the 

the amowlt of weapons grade plutonioo the SIS would produce 

with current stockpiles of feed-grade plutoniUII.. 

The 1 20 tons of plutonium of weapons-grade that the U . S .  has 

is enoug,h. It doesn ' t  go "bad - .  

Using the SIS for a future use o f  re_processing o f  spent 

cOftUlercial nuclear fuel to obtain weapons-grade plutonium 

is a dangerous precedent entirely contrary to the spirit of 

a peaceful people and a freedon loving nation. Our actions in 

doing so would give a de facto approval to nations like Israel 

and India and Brazil to follow our initiative. This would 

produce a vastly de-stabil izing influence on already tenUOU8 

world politics over vhich we have little direct control . 

FUrthermore , there is no assurance that if such a plant was 

built ( the SIS ) ,  that there would be any environmentally safe 

location and means to store the esti ... ted 7770 cu. ft. of 

plutoni� ... cont ... inated waste generated by the project .  Leaky 

salt mines a thousand .. ile8 away in New MexiCO won't cut it. 

Nobody wantS this crap in their backyard - - do you 111 

So. you truck the feed fron Hanford by truck to Idaho, practice 

a little alchemy to generate one of the most carcinogenic 

raaterials known, and then haul the equally .. hazardoue vaate over 

the road to New MexiCO. That sounds like an awfully lot of 

road till8 to lie , til1M' outside of the controlled conditions of 

the SIS plant where hUllan error is an everyday fact of life, 

and potential for a wlti -billion dollar accident is quite 

possible. Aak the DOT why they won ' t  give the go-ahead to the 

TRUPACT cask. 

Even a .... 1 1  accident will be an econOfllic di.aster to . the Gem 
State where Host people make their living directly or indirectly 

frotl agriculture (ask the people of Poland how it fee l s )  or 

the recreuion industry. GIVE THIS PORK BARREL BACK TO THE 

WAR PIGS WIlO THOUGHT IT UPI I I  1!2 to the SIS ror the aake or our 

children and our children ' s  children. 
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U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  
S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  S e p a r a t ion P r o j e c t  

I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  Eng i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  

H a r c h  1 5 ,  1 9 8 �  

"r n a m e  i s  R o b e r t  C o m b e .  I ' m  a S h e e t  M e t a l  J o u r n e ym a n  w i t h  

L o c a l  # 6 0  o u t  o f  P o c a t e l l o  I d a h o .  A s  • p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  w o r k e d  

o n  t h e  s i t e  f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s , I h ave a s l i g h t  k n o w l e d g e  

o f  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y .  S i n c e  I ' m a c o n s t r u c t i o n  

wor k e r ,  m y  k n o w l e d g e  l i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a . T h e  j o b s  a n d  s a f e t y  r e c o r d s  
o f  t h e  s i t e  a r e  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i f  n o t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s a f e t y  w a s  m a d e  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  o n  t h r o u g h  

t o d a y .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s a f e s t  p l a c e  I h a v e  w o r k e d  i n  m y  c a r e e r ,  

i s  t h e  s i t e .  

B y  b r i n g i n g  t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  S e p a r a t i o n  P r o j e c t  t o  t h e  
I . N . E . L . , w e  s t a r t  a w h o l e  n e w  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  r e f i n i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l s  

i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  Even t h o u g h  w e  w i l l  b e  r e f i n i n g  p l u t o n i u m  i n i t i a l l y ,  
t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  s u c h  t h a t  i t  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  i n t e r c h a n g e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  p u r i f i c a t i o n .  T h i s  c o u l d  o p e n  u p  

innume r a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  I n t e rmo u n t a i n  R e g i o n  . 

T h e  4 4 0  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s , t h e  7 5 0  p e r m a n e n t  j o b s ,  t h e  t a x e s  

p a i d  from t h e s e  j o b s , t h e  h o m e s  t h e y  b u y ,  t h e  c a r s , c l o t h e s , 

e t c . ,  are a l l  g o i n g  to be g o o d  f o r  I d a h o . E v e r y o n e  k e e p s  s a y i n g  
t o  b u y  l o c a l l y .  E v e r y  d o l l a r  s p e n t  h e r e , t u r n s  o v e r  m a n y  t i me s .  

T h e  money s p e n t  from t h e  w a g e s  o f  t h e  p e r s o nn e l  w h o  a r e  h i r e d  

a t  t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  w i l l  b e  " t u r n i n g  o v e r "  f o r  7 t o  1 0  y e a r s .  I d a h o  
n e e d s  t h i s  k i n d  o f  h e l p .  

For t h e s e  r e a s o n s  a n d  m a n y  m o r e ,  I s u p p o r t  t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  

S e p a r a t i o n  P r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  

w h e r e  qua l i t y  workm a n s h i p  a n d  s a f e t y  g o e s  h a n d  i n  h a nd . I h o p e  

t o  s e e  c o n t i n u e d  g o o d  w i l l  b e t w e e n  I d a h o  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E n e r g y  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  b o t h .  

R o b e r t  C om b e  

333 E .  1 3 t h .  S t .  

I d a h o  F a l l s ,  
I d a h o  8 3 4 0 4  
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I a m  a c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n  w r i t i n g  m y  t h o u gh t s  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  S e p a r a t i o n  P r o j e c t .  I a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  who 

v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i o n i o n s  o n  t h i s  i mp o r t a n t  m a t t e r ,  h o w e v e r  I f e e l  

t h e  e n v i r o nm e n t a l i s t  a r gume n t  h a s  m o r e  me r i t  t h a n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

o n e . T h e  s t a t e o f  I d ah o ,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y  h a s  m o r e  t o  l o s e  f r o m  

a p o t e n t i a l  e n v i r o n me n t a l  d i s a s t e r  t h a n  i t  m i g h t  e v e r  g a i n  

e c o n o m i c a l l y .  

I h a v e  r e a d  m o s t  o f  t h e  D r a f t  E n v i r o n me n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t em e n t  

a n d  f e e l  s t � o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t me n t  o f  E n e r gy ' s  b e s t  o p t i o n  

i s  n o t  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t .  I b e l i e v e  i n  

t h e  d em o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  i n  t h i s  c ou n t r y . a n d  I s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  

" w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e "  i s  a c o n s c i o u s n e s s  d e d i c a t e d t o  a c h i e v i n g  a 

p e a c e f u l  wo r l d .  T h e  d e mo c r a t i c  m a j o r i t y  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

d o e s  n o t  f a v o r  a r u l i n g  w a r i ng a n d  a rms b u i l d u p  a n d  s a l e  

m e n t a l i t y .  

T h e  s t a t e  o f  I d a h o  h a s  a n  o p po r t u n i t y  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  m a k e  

a g l o b a l  s t a t em e n t  t ow a r d s  t h e  f u t u r e . A d e c i s i on f av o r i n g  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a S I S  f a c i l i t y  a n y w h e r e  i n  my o p i n i o n  i s  a 

r e a c t i o n a r y ,  c o l d  d o c t r i n e .  H o w e v e r ,  a " n o "  v o i c e  w o u l d  b e  

h e a r d  u n i v e r s a l l y .  I t  w o u l d  s i g n a l  p e a c e f u l  c o mm i t m e n t  a n d  a 

c h a n g i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e  m e n t a l i t y  to t h e  wo r l d .  P o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  

t r e a t y  mak e r s  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  u s e  t h i s  " n o b u i l d "  v o t e  

n e g o t i a t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  a s im i l a r  S o v i e t  r e s p o n s e . 

I u r g e  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  I d a h o  a n d  t h e i r  e l e c t ed o f f i c i a l s  

t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  a n d  u n i f y  b e h i nd a " n o 

c o n s t r u c t "  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  

W i l l i a m  v .  C o o k  

�� ' c'2�� I d .  8 3 3 4 0  

t h e  S I S  p r o p o s s a l . 
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March 25. 1988 
T o z  Clay Ni cho l a .  785 DOE Pl ace. Idaho FOll l s .  Id. 83402 
Rv: Spec i a l l!ii otoP& Sap .. ,... .. t i on ProjRct 

Thilnk yOU 4 0r t h i s  oppor t un i t y  t o  t e!ii t l f y  concerninQ the 
Envi ornmentOl.I Impact StatRment 40r the p l acement of the Speci .. l 
IsotopR Sepa,... .. t i an P,-ojec:t at INEL. 

I was very d i sapPointed thilt i n  prel5ent i nQ the four- optionSl 
.. vai i ab i lt  .f or- the SIS, on l y  iI shor-t paraQraph wag wri tten ilbout 
the "No Ac t i on "  0I. 1 t v r- n a t i v a .  It seems to me that th.r& are milny 
banef i t'll t o  t h i s  a l t.,...n at i vR wh i c h  should b it  consid&!rRd. Th i s  i s  
OIl vary R)o(pan!liYR p r- o j e c: t :  the money not uSRd on t h i s  pr-oJac:t 
wou l d  h.lp t o  rRduclt our n at i on a l  debt, if nothing al su.. The 
same amount 0", money put i n t o  other- sectors of our economy waul d 
in thlP long run produca mora aconomic bena.f i t  t o  our n a t i o n  than 

putt i ng it i nto this type of projRc t .  I fael that the Rconomic 
bana.f i t . t o  t h a  SIS hAve been over p l ayed and arR true on l y  when 
c o n . i d e r i n Q  IIhort term benef i t s .  

Environmental benaf i t .  are a l ga obyi ous. to rn a  i n  t h R  " N o  Act i on "  
op t i on .  Truc k i no p l utonium through our s t a t e--and any state-- i .  
not a p l e  • •  ant scenar i o .  Accidents d o  happen, de!lp i t e  .f anta.t i c  
sa.faty rIPcords. Any chance o f  a n  a c c i dent i s.  too gr&at a chance 
t o  taka whlPn it coma. to .pi l l i ng p l utoniUm. Th. sam. can b. 
. A i d  of the proc ••• onca thR p l utonium reaches INEL. Nei ther 
technOlogy nor humans are i n .f a l l i b l e .  Evan a s l i ght r i sk of 
accident i s  too great a r i .k when it comes to damaging the earth 

for 24, 000 Y.Ars. Wa cannot i gnore tha .f ac t  that I NEL is c l ose 
t o  An earthquake zan • •  Nor can we i gnore the aqui .fer that ill th. 
l i .f e  b l ood o.f t h i s commun i t y  that l i Rs under INEL. Contami n at i on 
o.f th. Aqui .flPr waul d destroy the 1 i vel i hood of mare peop l e  than 
could po •• i b l y  banlit.f i t  .f r om th. project. Are w. who l i v8 
downstream from INEL 1 •• 5 i mportant than thosR who 1 i Vlit upstream? 

I have not baen convincad on the nRed for mora we.apons orad. 
p l utonium. Are wa not in th. midtit of nli'Qot i a t i n g  arm. 
reduc t i on ?  Evan if ""a nRedRd to upgrad. our weapon!l .y.tem. 
c a n  U & a  tha p l utonium in al d st i ng w&apan!l al5 thRY become 
autd.ted. We have Rnouoh weapons no,"" to de.troy the wor l d  
• •  varal t i me . .  W e  don " t  nRad more "redundancy " !  W& c.nnot say 

..,. ara wor k i ng .for peaca when we are at the samR t i me prapar i nQ 
.for war. 

I Am a g A i n s t  tha SIS b a i n g  bui l t  at INEL I am .gainst the S I S  
b e i n g  bui l t  anywher e .  The al ternat i ve o f  n o t  bui l d i ng i t  at a l l  
Bhould b a  e )( p l o...-ad .further. 

Judy Heath 
Rt. 2 ,  80)( 120 
Buh l .  Id. 833 1 6  
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T :i I tl F A L L S ,  I D A I I O  

1"Vl'j ..,, 4... ....... <., ", ., �CU\ :c.� �'C� • • 
To w h o m  i t  may c o n c e r n - T o  a l l  o f  us t h a t  i t  c o n c e r n s : 

r h_c. \lY"1d. '" � \OUf'd. 'l:d.o�d �o.,. �O '1ea..tS . 
I c a r.l e  to I d a h o as a y o u n (j  .. b r i d e  i n  1 9 6 8 .  My h u s b a n d  w a s  

2 n d  g e n e r a t i o n  I d a h o a n . H i s  f a t h e r  h a d  c o m e  w e s t  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  t o  f a r m  t h e  l a n d  i n  I d a h o  F a l l s .  

T h r o u (j h  h a r d  w o r k.  a n d  d e t e rm i n a t i o n  h i s  c r o p S  o f  B a k e r  P o t a t o e s  

b e c a me k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  E a s t  a s  B e l s o n  B a k e r ' s - y o u  

k n o w  t h e  e x t r a  l a r g e  b a k e r s  t h a t  o n l y  g re w  i n  I d a h o  i n  t h e  3 0 ' s  

a n d  4 0 ' s .  I n  t h e  5 0 ' s  P o p  B e l s o n  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  d e t e rm i n e d  
s.r-x... �,,..,.. 

to tap the w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  f a m e d "'A q u a f i  r .  He w a s  o n e  

o f  the f i r s t  f a r m e r s  to b r i n !J  w a t e r  'to t h e  d e s e r t .  ",.,+<6 
W h e n  I a r r i v e d  i n  I d a h o F a l l s  i n  t h e  s u mme r  of 1 968 1 --... 

(� .... ) • t h e  g r e a t  A E C  s i t e .  r�y h u s b a n d  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  h u n d r e d s  "'""" � \ft � � "o·.: 
t h a t  w o r k e d  at the s i t e _ the p e r f e c t  s u mmer j o bA· few h o u r s  

o f  l a b o r  f o r  a f u l l d aY; w a g e�' 
l i e  h a d  t h e  ho1'or o f  -

c l e a n i n g up a F t e r  o n e  o f  the m il j o r" a c c i d e n t s .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  

h i m  e v e n  m o r e  f r e e  t i m e a s  h e  w a s  a l l o w e d  o n l y  a few mi f.l u t e s  o f  

1 a b o r  f o r  a f u l l d a y
'
s w a (j e . 

As t h e  y e a r s  h a v e  p r o g r e s s e d  I h a v e  --.5 b e e n  a w a r e  
-tloe,. 

of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  b e i n g  d o n e  at t h e  s i t e -I N E L . 

S o me t h i n g h a s  c h a n g e d  ny r e s p e c t  a n d  h a s  k i n d l e d a d e e p  r o o t e d  

f e a r  f o r  a i l  o f  u s  i n  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e .  c o u n t ry a n d  p l a n e t .  
1h..:t' � ',S �\c. 0:.0"'-'" loW_ff"WM'1!L o(U" �\aie.'CL."'. "� ..... \G.�"'- ....... t... \'" O'l'AQr 
to -\-CA."''' t'\orc.. I,...l.. ·, .... to .. "",c\...., �"f' +ca-..... "l. 

� �n.t�� � 
'. i fl e n  r.ly i n q u '; r i n g ,  b r i g h t4 c h i l d  a s k e d  me w h a t  I w a s  g o i n g t o  

', p e a k  a b o u t  

l e o p  i e t h 3  t 
s a i d  t h a t  I c o u l (l o n l y  r e c a l l  t h e  p r i d e of t h e  

i n  f i r s t  me t � I  l d a h o  F a l l s  a n d  S o u t h  E a s t e r n  I d <a ho� 

3 . 3 . 1  
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T l J e r e  i s� a n  e c o n om i c  c r u n c h  a l l o v e r  t h e  c o u n t ry a n d  t h ew 

� J(! op l e  t h a t l i ve i n  a n d  a ro u n d  SE I d a h o  f e e l  t h a t  J O B S  a re � ..!!!t � ...... r ... \ ;  .. ' .,f � ....... "" ... 11 1  
t h e  m o s t  i mp o r t a n t  1 s s u e  ..... MG.kc. " .. -k." "","'r'lllt -Po ,.. 1,0_ .... 
H i t h o u t  s ho w i n g  my c o mp l e t e  nega t i ve a t t i t u d e  a b o u t  t h e  need 

f o r  more p l u t o n i u m , - t h a t  i s  t h e  l a c k. ·  o f  r e a l  p r o o f  t h a t  we n e e d  

mo re o f  the s t u f f _"I. ..,...,w. of'lo\1 \, ..... � .. M� +1M. �.'o 'ftcJ& . 

... � 
J wou l d  1 i k.e to a s k.  t h e  pe o p l e  of I d a h o  '8 119 a f t e r  

I s pe n d  a f e w  m i n u t e s  r ea d i n g  t h e  PAC -'o l i t i c a l  A c t i on Comm i t t ee" "* cwf 
c o n t r i b u to r s  to S e n a t o r  J a m e s  tk C l u re ' s  c a mpa i n  i n  1 98 3 - 3 4 . 

S e e  a t t a c hed l i s t .  

1"tI.& ,\ .. -... :to __ � \\\11. Jr. � __ � � of � . ..  �: 
I f  jobs a r e  s u c h  a n e c c e s i ty that we have t o  b r i ng � of 

t h e  wa r ma c h i n e  t o  our l a n d- - - t h e n  � w i t h  a.l 1 o f  Se'n a t o r  H e l u re ' s  � ",''', .. a __ 
b ra i n s ,  r e s o u rc e s", c a n ' t  h e  f i g u r e  out a w a y  to b r i n g  o t h e r  j o b s  

..... t h a t  do n o t  r i s k.  t h e  f u t u re o f  _ c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  f u t u.re 

g e n e r a t i o n s  • •  �. 

G reed a n d  p o w e r  have a s i c k  w a y  o f  w o r k i n g i t s way i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  

o f  o u r  s o c i e t y .  I d a h o a n s  a re s o  g en t l e  a n d  be l i e v i ng o f  t he i r  

p o l i t i c i a n s .  I t  i s  t i me t h a t t h e y  r e a l i ze t h a t  i t  i s  I DAHO ' S  

ellO I C E  a n d  t h a t  we m u s t  s e a r c h  o u t  o th e r  a ve n u e s  o f  e c o n om i c  

s o u n d n e s s . T o  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i on o f  t h e  a rms r a c e  

a n d  to t U r n  t h e  I N E L  i n t o  a b o m b  f a c t o ry s h o u l d be u n a ccep ta b l e  for a l l  

o f  u s .  

T h a n k  y o u .  

: h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  c h i  1 d r e n  . 

. ' !l i c e B � l s o n  

Hen: it • sampUIlI o f  iIIdividuai OUt �:' 1o M�u�:. 

• O. . .' ott, Parrott �iJ ' ;;;'-.;: 
I, ; �l'OIIaI bccker. 

Or . 
. Co.. 51.000; 

Richard D. Smith. kame .Oil Co., 

Wichita, Kan., SJ.OOO; TrammeU 
Crowe, �cu Crowe Co .• .oan.s. 
5r,IXWJ; I1nbeck. HoUlton 5J.000; 
William utchison, Texas Oil and Gas, Dall " 51 ,IXWJ; Forrest Hoaland, 
Texas Oil and Gu. Dallas. 5$00; Mr. 
and Mn. Sanford McComtid:, 
McCannict Oil and Gu, 51.000; Mike 
G. Rutherford. Houston, SI,ooo; Mr. 
and Mrs. D. S, Wyatt, Coastal Satcl 
Gu PJ;odueen. 52,000; Joe B. FOSler, 
Tenneco. 51,000; Henry Goodrich. 
Goodrich Oil Co., Shreveport, S250; 
Philip Anschuu', Anschutz Minin" 
Denver, 51,000; Joe Walter, WaJterOil Hjb��!: .�:IY Mi��. ,  �:C��:� 
51,000; Mn. Michael T. Halbouty. 
51,000; Boyd L. Hendenon. Tenneco, 
Houston. 5159; Paul L. HeUman, 
MO;ExPIOratiOD and Producin .. 
Auro •• Colo., $100; Richard�. Leet, 
Stan d Oil Co. of Ind.ian&, $500; 
Rob S. Lanatwn, Lantham EnerlY, 

Inc., Houston. 5100; W. Fred Laird, 
Columbia Gas · S)'stemS', Inc., 
WilminatOD, DeL, 5500; L. B. Lea, 
Standard Oil of Indiana. S300; Daniel 
B. Johnson, Tenneco. Houston, S200; 
David M. Janson. PETCO, S500; Jon 
Rex Jones. Jones Exploration. 
Houston, 5500; Philip Kramer, 
Amerada Hess Corp., New York. 
51,000; Thomu Pale, San Dicao Gas 9 
Electric, 5100; Joaepb G. Parris, 
Tc:nnesaee Gas Transmission. S'OO; W. 
R. PeirsOl:\, Standard Oil of Indiana, 
5500; A.b� B. Phillips, Coon EBerlY, 
SJOO; . A.,jbert: N. Porto, Northwest! 
E!'nl!

. 

-. ";� �!.g!>:, S"OOCoi, t\rthnu.r. 
F, : r1","", Preston Oil " e -

T ...... SI00; Charles R. 
:fowton, 5100; Weldon 
Six Drillina, Houston. 
E. Stamm. Northwest . _ _ J, Utah, SI.OOO; J. E. 

Swe.aren,en, Standard on of Indiana, 
52.50; Donald S. Taylor, Tenneco 

Exploration. SlOO; Lawruon D .. 
Thomu; Standud 'of Indiana, S300; 
Thomas G. Vessels, .vessels Oil and 
Gas, Denver, 51,000; Elbert Wauo:I, 
Houston Natural Gas, S!lO; John A. 
Youna, Coastal States Gas Producina, 
SI,OOO, and Edward M. Benson. 
Atlantic Richfield, 51,000. 

Larler PAC contributions indude 
the American Bankers Association. 
S5,OOO; United Pacific, 53.000; 
Mountain Bell PAC S3,000; FMC 
Corp. S2,I50; Amoco PAC $4,'00; 
Shcl1 Emp)o)'tn, Houston, $4,8.50 . 

By law. corporations can't contrib
ute directJy to conaressional cand
idates. So the), set up political action 
committees funded by contributions 
frolll their executives. And aeanjves also make substantial individual 
contributions. Many of the PACt are 
referred to u employees committ�, the emplo)'ees beina: the c::tCl;utiVes who 
put in the mone)'. 
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PAC contributors to Sen. McClure 
nmbtr ,New OrlcUII Public Service SOO UnoDEIlIployees 250 EN·PAC SOO 

Boise Cascade $1,000 ConsolidatedEdbon � ,pepd 1,000 DP&L 250 

PotlattbEmployees 1,000 MiddltSouth SvCClEmployees sao ,SISRPA.C 500 ErrectivePAC, HoustoD 250 

Champion International 1 ,000 CollUDolI,ft.l.lIh Ediloll ,00 LIlioD Camp 1 ,000 " Hushes J ,000 

Crown ZeUerbach 250 MountaillFuclSupply 250 ... t.:n1tedTochnoloJiel 1,500 " t.oekheed 1 ,000 

Forest Producu Pol CmtClC 500 OranaeotRcc.k1md, Utilities 250" l"taII·llltcl,DAlional 1,000 Rohr I,OO'J 
Minint POE 250 kCSIEmployea 1 ,000 BurlinatonNortbern 2,000 

FMC 2,850' Tenn�Employees 1 ,000 PhelpaDodlc 1,000 SeafirstAuociates 250 

Homesate 1,000 :- Ethyl 1,000 • Del Monte 500 SAFE·PAC 500 
Arch Mineral Corp. 250 PadfiePowc:r soo S:one.tWebrll�:rPAC 1,000 PELPAC.HoustOD SOO 

�'. ""liti". ,""gy 200 ":0::.':0;::,.,.0... � �=!
S
l:'o':';"". \ �� �����

C I.� 

'�.W,�;�;'.::;¢; .. ",.) 3,\'o:: .��Ii." O"" !::: '�::��:f.':':�..'i��'" l� �:;�
AC I.�� 

�t��v;,�C 1.�:���h
d�lI�l�oyea � �A�PPAC I .� ����::'Ollcr �� 

Coal PAC �. l5(l, SAFEPAC 1 ,000 AOIllPubAfnCmtoe .500 

Union Oil ," 1,-(lQp, OtlttrPACr'" ' BluebonaetFund (Ho\Ut.Oo) 1,000 Ford Motor Co. 1,000 

AMAXConcemcdCitizeJu;',rif. lOO' AmeriCJGMotoreyclisu .500 lNNIPACMemphi$ 1 ,000 SoutheUt Marine Inc:. soo 
T�.ccoEmployees soo LUPA.Crl 04,000 Rea!tonPAC SOO Sperry PAC ) ,000 

PhiULpsPetroieum 500. HIIPAC 1,000 RAYPAC 1 ,000 BoeinJ;PAC 500 

Texas Electric Services 2.50 CommodiryfutUle5 PolfWid 1 000 NSPEPAC SOO PeabodyIntemationai SOO 

Texas Util &: SIIC Co 2.50 Pepdco 1'000 MARCO PAC 1,.500 Aerojet General 200 

�:'�ii"'h
fi
'l
d 

": 1:::S:::ri�;Co,"",IPAC ,:': �'��:�PAC m .�=�::'�'::�: �::::( 
:��;:C0'PAC ::\'0:: ��i'''''''dPAC :: · �:.'&';�;AC ::1i:: �"ll�rcl_S''',,"' Fool 
UnitedEnerJYRe!lcel sao .. Martin Marietta PAC 1 ,000 VllIc:dabraior·Frye 3,000 WAR.E.M.A.RTPAC SOO 
Aorida Light A. Power 2.50. UnionCubide SOO �.:ERCK PAC 200 OreatAmFedSavinp 200 

�����Ueloas ���::'�Ii�M!jOrityfund s,:: .. ����ti
onal 1'� ( YEo�!t��C!tee 3,�� 

'�:}�cO�ahtina I,:! �fDS�U�America I,� �.��AC �:;:(. ��:==i:;! I ,� 
Pac Gas A. Electric 1,000 Coca Cola 250 Am <kn Corp '00 Ameriea.nNatuulResources 7'0 
Carolina Liaht &: Power 1,000 Maya. '00 Raytheon I,OO'J BaslcAmerica.nFoodi 1,00 
Jeorpa PowerCo. .500 A1lsu.tePAC .500 OEEmployees 5OO- Sechtei PACNo. 3 1,500 
Tex.u Power &: Light 2»- Lod:.heedPAC 1 000 AvcoCorp SOO CHlMHWPAC 500 
Pennzoil 750 WlLPAC 

'soo ... E. f. Hllttoll 1,000 _CLQRPAC (Ciorox) ..1,000 

�::::"&i�:1esP� �� ����at«iFreiahtw.YI :::: g:�:.PAC I,� g::n�:��!r0ll$lon) I ,� 

InUINalGasAun SOO Norfoik Solithern 500.- Bristol Myen Co. SOO OPU,:..:-·�\ , SOO 
. SOHIOPAC 1,000' C.botPA� .... '00 UlcoEmployca 500 I...awyenlnvolvedfor ldallo SO 
Exxon SOO HNGPol ActionCommittoe 1,000 MORPAC 1 ,000 MiA Chemical Corp 500 
HOUPAC 1 ,000 "'iiughcsHelicoptm soo MlA..vill�PAC SOO MercaotileNationai 500 
TranspacCHolIs\on) 1,00'J TWCPAC" ' .... . � SOO .�cDonllclIDou"u 1.00'J NSPEPICStecriDt:Cmtce 2,0 

, Conoeo I,QOO •. AmmcaoFamily PAC " 1 ,000 BJoypae 500 POFaico lnc. PAC 1,000 
Shell 1,000; Aut� Dwen and Driver, · eocaCola 3S0 IBP, Inc. 1,00'J . 

EJ PUOJ:'..\�. . . "' - . �  , 
Gulf SUItes Utilities A A , Boise 2,500 s 0 

Texas EaSlem PAC 5OO"Jo$Cph S�aram 1,000 CitforRes. Ool/t. 2S0 SouthemNaturai ResoLl� SOO 
Pua;etPower... . 1,000 Westvaco. , " ._;; 1 .000 . M::.Donald'sPAC 1 .000 _SoutbemPacifieCo. ' . ' • 1 ,000 

San Die,oOu &: Electric 300 Ha.rrUFEPAC� 1 ,000 R,PoUticalf?nd 1,000 T·Fund, A.marillo 500 

Louisiana power&: Light '00 Commodity futmes Pol Fund 1.000 IllToolWorkers lnt. 500 OATX SOO 
Minnesota Power 250 HlNESPAC 2.50 A,;)M·PAC 1,00'J 

. Tau Ou Transmission SOO. Westin,house Employees. 97S Bilek and Veatch 1 ,000 

Consol Nat Gas Co. 250 WaU &Ceilina PAC SOO N"rpilt 1 .000 
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ConrIEnts for SIS Horch 28, 1988 

My name is Oleryl WE!Ich. I am a native ldab:lan. I grew up 
am spent 28 years in Pocatello. I have been living in Hailey 
am rurnl118 a busiress in I<etctuD since 1976. 

1'-19 

I am ccn:emed atout the affect the SIS would have on the oca1ClT/y 
of our state. We are very deperdent upon tourism. Tourists cane 
to ldaOO to enjoy the clean air am water. If there ever was an 
accident at the SIS sight or an accicent in the trans�rtatiCl1 of 
hazardcus ITIIlterlals rur water am soil would be dangerOJSly affected . 
It would be a terrible strain eccnn1call y to clean up, not to mention 
the detriment it would be to our tcurists. 

As I ooderst.ar¥1 it, the plant would be in q>eration only 7to 8 
years. I don I t think it makes sense to put rur ec<n:rni.c gTtIWth 
into s�th1ng that is ultimately going to be obsolete. 

I feel that the existeoce of the SIS with the risk it runs of accidents 
is a detDnaG: to potent1.aI t:usiness am research coopanies caning 
into our state . Gocx:I, solid business that cruld really support 
our ocalCl'l'l)'. I think that a 7to 8 year q>eratioo is just asking for 
an inflatiooary oca1ClT/y J with families am business I s having to 
leave because of the "sl'1tL-dcwn" of the SIS. 

I 1."e8.IIy do feel that ru:lear plants plants have an effect on potential 

� t::�; o� �t: I:"�� :'�� :�t�� ��ri.e�l
�ado

, 

people ...t.:> have nx:Ned rut of the area because of it, she 1s re-thitidng 
abaJt ftther to Uve there or not • 
I just dcn ' t  feel the benefits of the SIS are wrth the risks. 

4/1/l �� Po. � /�7 �/O-c}JfO 
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r m  deeply opposed to the S I S  and see no valid reason for its 

instal lation at the INEL or anywhere else for that matter. 

With one nuclear arms reduction treaty signed and negotiations 

underway on further reductions, the development of a new plutonium 

processing plant maKes no sense, espec ially in light of the fact that the 

U.S. arsenal already contains 25,000 nuclear warheads. 

Econom ically I feel that the S I S  could be disastrous for Idaho in the 

event of a plant or transportat ion accident. We must thinK about the 

economi c  effects of a serious accident which could contaminate sOi l ,  

water o r  h ighways. The impact that even a m i nor acoident could have on 

public relations and marKeting of I daho agricultural products and the 

recreational industry could be very severe 

rve chosen to live and raise my chi ldren In Idaho because rve found it 

to one of the cleanest, most beautiful places In the world; a very healthy 

environment for the growing of healthy m i nds and bodies. I don·t want 

them living in fear of being so close to such a lethal environment and rm 

very concerned about the moral and psychological impact on my children Ot!,m 
living In a state which i s  econom ically rel iant on produc ing weapons 

capable of destroying modern ciV i l i zation and global environment 

SpeaKing as a c i tizen and a parent, I hope you w i l l  carefully consider 

the long range welfare of Idaho and its people in maKing a deCISion about 

the SIS, and I pray that your deCision w i l l  be no. 

� �  
&:J lias 
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Be l ly W .  Schne i de r  
P . O .  80x 1 584 , Ke tchu m ,  I daho 

March 20, 1 980 

F o r  The lie a r l ng Record 

My name 1s Be l ly Schne i de r .  1 come here dS a pe rson who 
moved t o  I daho ove r 1 0  years ago as a l ov e r  o f  the W i l de rness, 
and �ed because o f  1 t s  u n i que p r i s t i ne n a t u r e .  I am the owne r 
of a res i den t i a l des i gn and cons t ruc t i on company, wh i c h  has 
t.Jken me the l as t  1 0  yea rs of my 1 1  fe to deve l op .  My 1 i v l 1 hood 
d�ends on a heal thy recrea t 1 0n a l  (�conomy. 

In my expe r i enc e .  peop .\ e  who com� to t h i s  s ta t e .  whe ther 
t o  vaca t i on o r  t o  s ta r t  a new 1 i fe here. choose I daho because 
o f  I t s t rue l y  w h o l esome i ma g e .  We ' re l ucky now th�f-peop l e  
a round t.he coun t ry assoc i a t e  I daho w i  t h  t h i ngs 1 i k e  Wl.I.c!� rness, 
p u r e  wa l e r ,  c l ean a i r ,  fe r U l e  s o i l ,  and p o t a t oes . We wou l d  
b e  t ra d i n 9  o u r  assoc i a t i on w I th these pos i t i ve ,  p r i s t i ne i mages ) 
f o r  those of a p l u ton i um fac t o r y  p roduc i ng tox i c  gases and 
l eav i ng a l r a i l  of t o x i c  was t e .  I t ' s not J us t  an I mmed l.£1. t e  
p rob l em ,  b u t  o n e  we ' re han d i ng d o w n  to f u t u re genera t i on s .  
We wou l d  be p roduc i ng a con t am i na ted radi oac t i ve was t e  p r oduc t ) 
fo r wh i ch we have no means of d I s p o s a l .  

I t ' s  a l i t t l e  h a r d  f o r  me t o  speak abou t t h i s  f rom dn 
econom i c  po i n t  of v i e w .  when I f e e l  s �91 y that i t -s a � 
I ssue . b u t  an econom i c  i ssue i s  wha t the p o l i t I c i ans have made 
i t . So as a bus i ne s s  pe rson wi t h  an econom i c  i n te res t ,  1 t seems 
t o  me that ,"or tl1e sho r t  t e r m  econom i c  g a i n  of lh i s  p r oj ec t ,  
you ' re r i sk l n9 e v e r y  o t h�r economy i n  the s ta t e .  W i l l  peop l e  
buy p o t a foes-{rc;m-the Pl u ton i um s t a te ?  W i l l  peop l e  come h e r e  
t o  bu i l d the i r n e w  h o m e s  n.ea r  a fac i l i ty l oc..a ted so c l ose t o  
a mdj o r  fdU l t ?  The poten t i a l  for an a c c i den t I s  t S lSI_  g r e a t . 
1 t h i nk t h ey ' 1 1  choose ano t h e r  p .l ace to g o .  � a l  
w h o  spends a l o t  o f  r e c r ea t i on t i me i n  the W i l de rn e s s ,  1 c a n  
t e l l y o u  t h a t  you wou l d  be J eopard i z i ng t h e  use 0 1  s o m e  o f  o u r  
mos t p r i s t i ne a re a s .  �y The S I S  i,s a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o ..,.".. 1 1 v l i hoods and � l l Yes 
here i n  I da h o .  P l ease don ' t  l e t  t h i s  happen . 

Thank you, 
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MAry Jon •• 
R t .  1 
Fi 1 .,. , Idaho 83328 
March 28, 198B 
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I b.l i ..... nucl •• r .... r i .  immor a l . Ar. "". i n  I daho 'i1 0 i nt� to 

.t .nd b y  and add to th. i n  •• n i t y  of pr.par ino for i t 1  I for on. 

"" i ah to .t.t. my oppoa i t ion to th. conlitruc t i o n  of the Sp".c i a l  

Iactop. S.par ator . Mor.l i •• u •• , .,n.., t r o nm .. n t . l  conc.rn5, 

pot.nt t . l  nRg.at i ". impact on Idah o ' .  tour i sm ,  al,}r i c u l turll' , and 

aquacu 1 tur., and saf.ty cone.rn. ar. a l l  why t h  i Ii pI'"O j.c t 

.hould b. d.c l i n.d . I h."e anoth.r concern. I t  i .  that the 

pot.nt i a l  for contamination of the atmosphere o r  .. ater e Jl( i . t  • .  
I t  i .  t h i s  potent i a l  that l.a" • •  the pos. i b i l i t y  f o  ... IPJlCposu ... e to 

r ad i oac t i "e mater i a l  . ..  h i ch i .  k nown to c,IJ.e mu t a t i on. i nc l ud i ng 

b i r t h  d.fect • .  
I .. o u l d  I i k e  t o  que . t i o n  .. hether there i .  any c l ear evi dence 

that can d i .approve "a .pec u l a t i o n  

i nc i dence o f  .pec i f i c b i rth defect. 

nuc l •• r produc t ion fac i l i t i e.. Can 

m i nuscul. amount. of rad i a t i on a r .  

th.t t h lP r e  m a y  blP a h i l',lhe ... 

in rlfqion.. of .k i s t i nq 

i t  b. pro,,"lIn \.hat aven 

r •• pons i b l v  for cau.in� 

the occurr .nc. of con�.ni t a l  anomal i • •  chr:JmoLome 

abnorma l i t i  •• in the unborn fetu • •  Sound r •••• rch must be 

comp l eted .... � a  ... d i nQ inci dence ... ate. of both �ene t i c  .bnormal i t iet 

and spontan.ou. abor t ion. i n  the impact zones of _ I I  nuc l.ar 

.tora�. and produc t ion fac i l i t i e  • •  A compar a t i v  .. .  :."a l y s i  . ..  u th 

the over a l l  na t i onal i n c i dence rate. of cOnlileni t a l  oabnorma l i t i  •• 

• h o u l d  a l .o b. don •• 

Th� ser i ousn... o f  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  s i t ua t i o n  mu s t  not b. 

ov.r look.d . Th i s  sub j & c t  shou l d  b e  ad�qu . t e l y  r.searched and t h .  

Depar tm&nt of E n R r g y  shou l d  address t h i s  i n  t h e  env i r o nmen t . l  

impac t . t a t_mlln t . Let ' .  no t a l l ow the i nsan i t y o f  p r e p ar i ng f o r  

nuclear to c.ause to accep t r i s k s  w i t h wh i c h we as a 

soc i e t y  unpr.p�rQd to cope . 

ge ner a t i o ns . 
L e t ' s  p r o t e c t  our f u t u r @  

6 . 5 . 5  
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C . W .  Pomeroy 
P . O .  Box 1765 

Ketchum, ID 83340 

TESTIMONY FOR THE nEARING RECORD ON THE 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

FOR THE }>ROPQSED SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT 
TWIN FALLS , IDAHO 

MARCH 28.  1988 

My na.e 1. C . W .  POlleroy. 1 ' 111 co-owner ot • construction 

business In the Wood River Valley and have been an Idaho 

reel dent for 14 ya.re . I alii agaInst construct10n of the 

Special Isotope Separation Project at the INEL tor econOlll1c 

and environmental reaeons . 

A weapone plant 1& bad buelne8a tor Idaho. A few hundred 

ahort tar. joba, .oat o f  them for out-of-staters, wIll 

create a c1asalc "boolll and bUilt" cycle for southea.tern 

Idaho c l t i.. . I feel Borry for the folke down therl!t who are 

beIng ueed by our pork-barreling Idaho politicians. who hold 

out the carrot of II jobs" in order to get re-elected. What 

kind o f  joba? Garbage collectors o f  nuclear waste? Killers 

and cripplers a t  children? Isn ' t  there a better future tor 

Idaho ' • workers than to .ake bo.ba? Is that a l l  the better 

our elected representatives can ofter? 

Page 2 

To top it off , we don ' t  need more plutonium or more nuclear 

weapons . We can blow up the entire p lanet hundreds of t imes 

over with our exist ing nuclear arsenal .  In l ight of budget 

deficits and a t r i l l ion dollar national debt , to build the 

SIS is a pathetic waste of the taxpayer ' s  money. Clean 

industry, such as computer technology, will rule out 

locating in a state which w i l l  squander its resources on 

nuclear weapons production instead of the educat ion of i t s  

children. Idaho ' s  IIfamous bombs II wi l l  replace the I Ifamoue 

potatoe s .  II The risk of contamination of water and soil w i l l  

make it even harder f o r  our struggl ing agricultural economy 

to recover.  Our fastest growing industry, tourism, wi l l  

suffer . Vis itors will steer clear of  southern Idaho no 

matter how many road signs Senator Larrey Anderson puts up ! 

The Idaho Statesm.n ' s  editorial summed the SI S ' s  economic 

idiocy with this quote : "Spending n.arly a b i l l ion dollar. 

to build a fancy l •• er .. chine th.t will be ob.olete in a 

few y •• rs after doing a job that d idn ' t  need doing doe.n l t  

aake •• nae . "  I t  doesn ' t  make dollars or senae for Idaho . 
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More importantly, tor those with long-term vis ion and even 

the smallest conscience, is the threat that the S I S  project 

poses to the environment ot Idaho . Plutonium is one ot the 

most toxic materials in existence and remains lethally 

dangerous tor 24 , 000 years . Plutonium burns when exposed to 

the air and a piece the size ot a pinhead can cause cancer . 

Pires and explosions at the S I S  plant could contaminate the 

surrounding land tor generat ions . 

Because the IHEL s i t s  on top ot the Snake River Plain 

Aqu i t e r ,  located in an area well-documented tor its active 

earth quakes and volcanoe s ,  there i s  a great risk ot turther 

polluting the aquit.r with plutonium. Water trom the 

aquiter provide. irrigat ion tor 1 0 , 000 square miles ot 

tarmland . More that 40 commun i t ies draw their drinking 

water trom the aquiter . This water is used tor trout tarm., 

croplands , recr.ation, wildtowl , and t i .herie. all the way 

to the Pac i t i c  Ocean . 

Idaho po ••••••• a qua l i ty ot l i t. that tew other state. can 

match. I like to t ish and hunt and hike . Tourists come 

here to enjoy our unparalleled sc.nic b.auty and clean 

environment .  The SIS project could contaminate all this 

.pectacular country torever with one minor acc ident on our 

highway. or at the IHEL tac i l i t y .  There have been too many 

mi.take. in the past to ignor e .  The ri.k to our environ.ent 

and our qual ity ot l i te in Idaho i. not worth taking. 

Page "' 

I support the "No Action" alternative which recommends that 

the SIS project not be constructed in Idaho or anywhere. 

We don ' t  need i t , and we don ' t  want i t .  

C . W .  Pomeroy March 2 8 , 1988 
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DATE: MARCH 28 , 1988 

TO: THE U . S .  DEPARTEMNT OF ENERGY 

FROM: MARK SIEMON. KETCHUM , IDAHO 

E 4 5 8  

SUBJECT : OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPERATOR 

I am oppcsed to the Department of Energy ' s  proposal to l ocate the Speci a l  
I sotope Seperator project i n  ld\!lho . I a m  opposed t o  the DOE ' s  manufacture 
of pl utonium al together. 

I do not bel i eve the DOE ' s  Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement has dem
onstrl!lted a need for further ol utonium production in the Uni ted States . The 
recent INF agreement cal l ing for a reduction in nuclear weapons , and the up 
coming Moscow summi t show the United �tate Government may fina l l y  rea l i ze there 
i s  no future in the nuclear anns race . 

You tal k of our need for conti nued p l u tonium production to i nsure our 
national security; yet the bi l l i on dol l ars the DOE wou l d  l i ke to spend on 
p l u tonium which can never be used wi l l  do l i ttle  toenhance our nations security. 
Whl!lt wou 1 d your bi l l ;  on do 11 ars do for our nat i ona 1 securi ty needs if spent 
on our real war on drugs currently being l ost by our government? Wou l d  your 
b i l l ion dol hrs spent on the education of our chi l dren make this  nation more 
secure? I bel i eve so.  

The Off i c i a l  Handbood of the Federal Government,  The 1986/87 Uni ted States 
Government Manual state s :  "The Department of Energy pr�tneTramework-
for a comprehensive and bal anced national energy p l a n " .  I see no pl ace for 
the S I S  in this p l an . If Idaho ' s  short-sighted pol i t i ci ans and the DOE want 
jobs for Idaho , I say great. Ho .... about a plant to des i qn and manufacture a 
more fuel effi c i ent automob i l e  en� i ne , or a bi l l i on dol l a r  research center on 
sol ar energy. How wou l d  a comprehensive nati onal energy p l an based on an 
energy i ndependent Uni ted States enhance our nations securi ty for the future? 

Our Government fi l l s  us  with fi rst stri ke survi vabi l i ty and retal i atory 
capabi l i ty .  The fact i s  the Uni ted States and the Soviet  Union share the f i re
power of six thousand World War II · s .  One new Trident submarine has the f i re
power of ei ght World War I I '  s enough to destroy every major c i ty i n  the 
northern hemi sphere . 1 say NO , NO S I S ;  NO MORE BOMBS . 

19B6/B7 The Uni ted States Government Manual , Office of the Federal 
Reg i ster , National Archi ves a�ds Adm, n 1 s tration . (Washi ngton , DC) 
p .  255-6 . 

E 4 5 9  
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Karoh 28, 1988 

To .,hoa it •• y conoern I 

I "ould lik. to take thi. opportunity to .xpr ••• • y 

opinion _"ainat buildino the SIS 1.oilfty in ••• tarn 1 . 1  
Idaho. Although .,natary ben.1ft. are .,.100 •• in thia 

.tat. with it. currant d.pr •••• d ttConoay, the .,ral and 

environ •• ntal i •• u •• out •• 1gh tho •• ben_1ft.. • • •  native 6 . 2  
Idahoan, and a u •• r 01 the Snake River aqui1'.r, I do not 

.i.h to ._ Idaho ' .  i.portant and irr.plao.abl. r •• ourc •• 2 . 7 . 2  
• ndang_rHo 

S.riou.ly, 

.... -,�' 

P� ;jtU{ tJ�-Ix:J 
Cynthia Lou Wood. 
1287 Park •• ado.,. Driv. 

T.,in F.ll. ID 83301 
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Briefly . I am opposed t o  the S I S  being b u i l t  a t  the INEL for these 

reason s .  

U n l i ke many here . I am n o t  mecessarily opposed to the e x i s tance 

of ' s ome ' nuclear weapons. I n  the real world they probably 

s e rve some function as a deterrant • . •  up t o  a point. 

Having just said this , I also believe we have sufficiently 

filled this need • • •  25, 000 nuclear warheads are more than enough. 

The add i t ional weapons and I lutonium to come out of this proposed 

s i te are just not neede d .  The signing o f  the INF Treaty w i l l  

f r e e  u p  t w o  t o n s  of weapons grade plutonium. 'N"hat appears to be 

a softening of adversarlal relations between the super powers 

less ons further our need for more . The fact that we already 

have tons stockpiled rr'MIIiZ'P:ft?dilWEP Me ... . the absurdity of 

th is propos a l .  � .  
I am also opposed because of the economic issue s .  I n  an econ lmy 

staggering from the triplbe threat o f  trade deficets . the October 

market crash and most importantly. a s taggering budget deficet • •  
we don ' t really need to spend b i l l i ons of d o l lars for a facility 

whose l i fe expectancy is only s ix to e ight years. w i l l  create 

the worst in boom to bust economies and could be spent i n  so 

many other useful ways. 

I ask you t o  seriously consider. is spending this much money, in 

this environmentally sensitive location. for something that 

is not absolute ly , positively neces sary a wise use of governllent 

time , money and d irection? 

�. i t  isn ' t  often you get a chance t o  save billions o f  

d o l lars . ask you to bag t h is whole proposa l .  I t ' s  j u s t  

not needed. 

vn:��,·� 
rUchard D. Bray IOl;V-"'O ��� ���ie y .  ID 83353 
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My name is Ron Gr\M!n. I have lived i n  Idaho all of my life. 
E K J-..Z bi +- 'ltC>,b 

I .. ould like to take the opportunity to thank Congressman Stalli ngs for the part 
he has taken in the orp;aniz.ation of these hearings. 

The Idaho legisla�ure .. res ties wi th the budget because of revenue shortages. 
t;duc�tion }lrolt"WII will be plagued .. ith underfundi.ng-. ' again this year. 

Indigent health care insurance prellliulII6 sky rocket leaving city and county budgets 
in trouble. 

Record numbere of Idaho workers leave the state as jobs disappear. 

Tupperware Plant 1 n  Jerome announces closure of Idaho Plant. Community leaders 
say more businesses will close in the community because of plant shutdo .. n .  

Union Pacific R a i l  Hoad announces another large lay off i n  Pocatello rail road 
shop. 

Garrett Freir,ht Lines of Pocatello announces sale of business. New Owner will shut 
down Idaho Terminal. 

The bank forcloses on another farm. Bank forclosures on family farms have never 
been higher in the state since the great depression. 

And the list p;oes on and on. We have heard and read about these examples and many 
more. 1xamples of the failing economy in the State of Idaho. 

There is a cure for this ailment and that is to attrnct new industry to this 
state. Put unempl'<lyed Idaho .. orkers back to work. 

We have that op, ortunity .. ithin our graap and that is the construction of the S . l . S .  
project at the I N EL  S i t e .  This will employ about 450 construction .. orkers. 
Hany who are barely able to pay their bills and feed their families, because of 
rampant unemployment. I ,  am not talking about .. orkers i n  neighborinp; states. 
I am talking about your friends and nei ghbors rieht here in the State o f  .Idaho. 

This project will put about � million dollars into the state economy during the 
construction period alone. After the plant is in operation approximately 1800 
jobs .. ill be created, on and off site. 

Not only are the economic benefits a big plus but the educational opportunities 
on laser technology are unlimited. Laser_ are used in many fields and this 
education will open the doors of opportunity to many Idahoans . 

It i5 obvious that there are some envi ronmental concerns. The en!ironraeotal 
movement has done many good things in this country. They have been instramental 
in the mOl'(ement to clean up the air, forests and streams in our country. It is 
an endless uob which is all of our resporwibility. Just about everyone that lives in 
Idaho is an environmentalist . We live here because we love to hunt , fish and 
enjoy all of the other outdoor activities that this beautiful state provides. 
But there has to be a sense of balance between both industry and the environ
mentalist ' c;  movement .  Becsuse both systems have to survive, providing B clean 
environment and a healthy economy. 
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Tbe INEL 51 te has been tbe location of man)' pioneer nuclear projects for the 
IBllt 36 years . I have been involved in various construction projects at the 
Site (or tbe la8t 20 years . I bay. eeen first hand the top notch quality control 
and aarety progrll.lll8 that are in force at lHEL. The air, ground and ground vater 
are monit.red by state and federal agenciea to detect an,. polutanta present, 
wbether they are nuclear or of other origin. The wlllIte from SIS will be a Bl1Iall 
percftntage of the wastes currently generated at the site. 'l'he only illlpact SIS will 
bave on the enviroMlent is on the econMlic en"troMlent. I don ' t  think that we can 
afford to £lit back and let 80llle other state have this project. 

So l.ts band together, lete put Idaho back to work and say YES TO SISI 

Ron C .  Green 
829 Tanager 
Pocatello, Idaho 83201 
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Karch 28 , 1988 

To whoa it aay concern ,  

w. are adaaantly oppo •• d to the Special I .otop. Separation 
plant ( S I S ) . Firat of a l l ,  1n thi. age of araB control ,  there 1. 
no n •• d for production of new plutoniuM for nuclear warhead s .  
O u r  country h a a  aore than enough plutoniua f o r  n a w  warheads frOM 
retired w.apon. �  

Second l y ,  why po • •  lbly jeopardize our great atat. ' s  two 
leading econoaic r •• ourc •• , agriculture and touri •• , with II ahort 
tera project that wi l l ,  at beat . te.porar i l y  boost a a.a l l  part 
of Idaho ; a  econoay? 

And third l y ,  how w i l l  waate diapoa.l froa thia fac i l ity b. 
taken care of? With a ahelf life of at leaat 20, 000 yeara, thi. 
cancer cau.ing aubatance ia not being taken •• riou.ly enough by 
the proponents ( a . k . a .  "aoney aaker." ) of thia project. Thi. i • 
evident in the aany unanawered que.tiona in the DEIS regarding 
storage and tranaportation of thia subatance. Man is not perfect 
and a i.takes w i l l  be .ade. Let ; a  a i n i.ize the .a.verity by not 
expoaing ourselve. and our environ.ant to unnecessary hazard • .  

The b i l l iona of dollara for thia project could certai n l y  be 
used by our govern •• nt on a aor. needad. long tara and poaitive 
project . 

Mary and Stava Jon •• 
P . O .  Box 6 
Garden Valley. Idaho 83622 
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RE: S . 1 . S .  

I a m  Wi l l  Sma l l ,  a resident o f  Picabo; Idaho, and I a m  opposed to 

construction of lhe proposed SIS plant for many reason s .  One i s  

that w e  need more p l utonium about as bad a s  w e  need an l e e  age, 

Nuclear W i n ter. or World War I I I ! The exp!odinq o f  ten tons of i t  

would quite effectively depopulate the planet, yet w e  have over 1 0 0  

tons, 25, 000 nuclear warheads, w h y  on earth t a p  t h e  pub l i c  li 1 1  for 

a b i l l ion dollars for a few more tons? 

Perhaps it is for plans above earth, the Strategic Defence Ini t i a 

l i v e  o r  Star-Wars scheme that w i l l  v i o l a t e  t h e  Space Treaty by 

placing bombs in orbi t to be the enerqy source for particle beam 

weapons. P lease remember the unre l labi l i ty of our launchinq systems, 

and the lessons o f  Space-Lab, orb i ts decay, and were orb i ting bombs 

expl oded the fallout wi l l  s ti l l  enter our atmosphere and d i srupt our 

beautiful and sensitive planet. 

Even if one buys the l i ne that we need more plutonium, the mate r i a l  

could b e  processed f a r  cheaper a t  t h e  existing N o r  L reactors, a t  

the SIS prototype fac i l i ty a t  I.awrence Livermore Lab . o r  b y  other 

method s .  Energy Socretary John Herrinton says we have plenty of i t ,  

and the Dept. of Energy i s  mothba 1 1  i n q  the N reactor at Hanford, and 

doing an $89 mi l l ion conversion to other purposes of the L reactor. 

It appears that we don ' t  rea l l y  need plutonium production fac i l i ties, 

the S I S  is merely for the DOE boys to play with the laser technology, 

and this can be done a t  the prototype fac i l i ty under construction. 

Won ' t  the 100 tons o f  plutonium on hand last, or i s  there some 

conswnptive use in sight that justi f ies development of technologies 

and fac i l i ties for continuous production? 

The 4 . 4  mi l l i on cubic feet of waste in " temporary storage" at 

I. N .  E .  L .  has leaked and contaminated sediments 230 feet below it, on 

the Snake River aqui fer and in a qeologica 1 1y active area. W i l l  t h i s  

a n d  a n y  new waste b e  removed? How a n d  when? 

The draft EIS for SIS says that the 440 tons of annual TRU ( trans

uranic) waste would be transported to the Waste Isol a t ion P l lot 

Project (WIPP) in New Mexico, but WIPP has leaks and may not be opened, 

what. w i )  1 happen to the wastes if thIs Occurs? 

The Department of Transportation has refused to approve . the TRUPACT 

waste transportation cask design that was p lanned to be used, when, 

and at what cost, w i l l a cask and other transport.. problems be 

solved? For t h i rty- f ive years, INEL has been a " temporary" waste 

storage s i te, wi l l  Idaho end up being a " temporary" storage s i te for 

SIS wastes too? 

Once the wastes a t  I NEJ. are removed ( ? ) ,  w i l l  the s i te be decon

taminated as far as possi b le? How much dirt and such wi l l  need a 

new home? How many jobs would such a cleanup create in Idaho? 

What would be the environmental impact o f  using (exploding) the 

product of the SIS in the "Star-Wars" or more conventional scenarios? 

The DOE has a poor record, with serious contaminat ions at Hanford, 

Savannah River, Rocky Jo'lats, Ferna ld, Los Alamos, Oak Ridqe, Liver

more, and INEL, g i ven the obvious d i fficulties of handling these 

mater i a l s ,  what w i l l  be the long- term costs and environmental impacts 

succeeding generations w i l l  have to face because o f  our activities? 

Would i t  be s i g n i ficantly l essened i f  we ceased t h i s  apparant l y  

excessive pluton ium-quest and spent t h i s  and other b i l l ions o f  

dollars o n  clean-ups? 

I f  we are to bui l d  the SIS, shouldn ' t  the SIS demonstration 

fac i l l ty be completed and tested first,  so that credible safety pre

d i c t ions, accident sceni"lrios, r i s k  evaluations, and possible design 

changes may be ut i l i zed? 

The environmental impact statement should also address the psycho

logical and social impacts, espec i a l ly upon the young, of these 

activities in general ,  and of changing INEL ' s  trad i t ional focus of 

engineering, research, and peaceful application o f  Atomic Energy, to 

a nuclear weapons production facil i ty.  

The i mpact sta tement should deta i l  how many jobs will be actual l y  

f i l l ed b y  Idaho residents, a s  opposed t o  out-of-state contractors 

and imported workers, and the e f fects of decreased tourism and domand 

for Idaho ' s  agricul tural commodi ties as the number expected contam

Inating accidents i ncreases. 

5 . 2 9 . 4 1 

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 4 

2 . 7 . 8  
5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 4 

5 . 2 4 . 1 7 

2 . 7 . 2  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 1 . 1 1  



4 . 4 . 2  

4 . 9 . 1  

6 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 1 0  

5 . 2 7 . 2  
.,. 
w 
w 

4 . 1 5 . 5  

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 2 

The economi c  impacts that also must be addressed include: 

Why use the most expensive method to qet the bomb-qrade plutonium, 

if indeed qettinl',l the p l utonium i �  the object? 

[f develol'fnq the l aser techno logy i s  more the object, wouldn ' t  it 

be chABPer and more reasonable to meet any p l utonium needs wi th 

existinq reactors wh i l e we f i n ish and experiment wi t.h the SIS proto

type under construction a t  Lawrence Livermore Labrator ies? Sure l y  

those tests would a i d  i n  fine-tuniq the design o f  t.he larqer S I S ,  

should i t  b e  decided t o  b e  bu i l t .  

W i  t h  such a Federal debt, amountinq t o  about $4, 500 . 00 for every 

man, woman, and child, yearly i n terest due, of course, another b i l l ion 

dol l ars for an uneeded proqram is pathetic. but indicative of our 

time. What would a bi l l ion do for solar enerqy or some other reason

able and ben e f i c i a l  endeavor? 

What are the economic impacts if the SIS is bui l t  in Idaho and then 

shuts down a f ter the only presen t l y  leqal mission o f  mater i a l s  i s  

processed? 

What economic impacts wi 1 1  follow various contam inations that are 

l i ke l y  to occur? ( " I  hear that now them famous Idaho potatoes cook 

themse lves. but don I t you ski that qlowinq snow" ) 

Senator Steve Symms. in a letter dated March 1 6 .  1988. says " W i th 

i n  t h e  last 20 years, t h e  U .  S .  h a s  reduced t h e  weapons stockpi Ie by 

25% and cut the total y i e l d  of meqatonnage by 75%" My. we must have 

lots o f  plutonium s i ttinq around. or where is i t? He qoes on to say 

the mater i a l  processed by the SIS w i l l  be " i ncreasinq its value by 

three to four times the i nvestment in S IS . " What do we get when we 

redeem i t .  or, how do you "cash- i t- i n " ?  

Symms says " lNEL has the best safety record among the DOE faci l i 

ties . " Where i s  that article that INEL may join the l i s t  o f  Super

fund c l eanup s i tes? 

For re ference and other points needinq addressed, I attach 3...L paqes. 

Thank you for your attention to my comments on this v i ta l  issue. 

"Behold. I place before thee 1 i fe and death. blessinq and curs inq. 
therefore choose l i fe .  that thou and thy seed may l ive . "  

wi l l  Sma l l .  POO 'lOS. P i cabo. I D  83348 

¥lHAT YQU ,\iS'�OULD KNOW' ABOUTf,)THE SIS 
The D�R�"FIti\lt:�ergy has chosen Ida"" as the preferred �it� for ,the SpedaUsQt�pe, 
Separation: (SIS)'plant. :Special Iso�ope Separation is a laser te�hnolol>;Y" 

' 

The proposed SIS plant will be used to refine plutonium for use in nuclear warheads. 

Plutonium creates the fission explOSion critical to the detonation of a hydrogen bomb. 

Plutonium is an ,extremely toxic radioactive material. Exposure to large amounts of 
Flutonium will cause immediate death. In any amount, even a microscopic particle, plu
lonium is a serious heLllth hazard. Plutoniuln Cd uses cancer, genetic Harnage and birth 

defects. Plutonium remains 'active for 250,000 years. 
MYTHS AND FACTS 

• MYTH: The SIS i, I)ot a bomb piont. 

FACT: The SIS will produce weapon�grado plutoniurn. the only uso of which is in the 
manufacture of nuclear worheods. 
In the SIS plant, high energy dye lasers will be used to separate plutonium Isotopes. nie 

product will be93'l1o plutonium.239, known as weapon.grade plutonium. This plutonium will be 
shipped to Rocky Flats, Colorado to be machined into triggers for thermonuclear warheads, The 
plutonium is used to provide a flssion exploslon which triggers the hydrogen bomb. 

' ' 

• MYTH:The United States needs the SIS facility to maintain nuclear deterrence. 

FACT:The United State has enough nuclear weapons to maintain deterrence, even' l" , 

the SIS is never built. 

The United States has about 25,000 nuclear weapons " enough to destroy the Sov.l�t,I.I!11pn 
or any adversary many times. The warheads aboard just one Trident submarin,'could �tr:0Y 
every major aly in the northern hemisphere. 

" , , " : ' ; 
The United States has 100 tons of weapon-grade plutonium. With lI\lnimu.q\ maiflte��ce� 

pluto,n1un\ has a shelf lile of at least 20,000 years. Plutonium for new warheads and weaponS �� 
ernizauoncan com6! (rom retired weapons. The Unileu SlJ.tC5Cilll maintain deterrence indeCinitely 
with the current stockpile of plutonium. 

• MYTH:The SIS is needed to meot plutonium requirements for nuclear weaPON proq� 
tlon. 

' " 
FACT: Plutonium requirements have been consistently overestimated. 

TheNuclearWeaponsStockpileMemorandum (NWSM)is acl ... lfi�" dQc\mImtpreR�" 
u,,'.ually l>y the Executive Branch. The NWSM contains orders for plutonium prod�b�dIIIIiIoIUi 
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'Accordllig � Senator Mark Httfleld, this "blueprint" lor weapons ""'� req"H��l ' 

"never comes close to reality." He continues, 'Without any Congres.ional,I"W�'II " ',wi,s!\lII(I?,f:,' . " 
nuclear wea� for the Pentagon. Over the last six years, it has alwaysov.,..tl,mated the numbG1ffU 
01 weaPO'\ll to'be'produced - sometimes by a lactor 01 two." 

• MYTH;The SIS will be built somewhllfe, 

FACT; The finol dGcision on whether to builG ,he SIS has not bean made by the DOE or 
by Congress. 
The DOE �ot make a fInal dedsion on if or where to build the SIS until completion of & 

final Environmental Impact Statement. Thatdocumentis subject topubUcreview. The OOE may 
choose the No Action alternative and opt not to build the SIS. 

Many other factors including ratification of the IN"F lTeaty (whid\ will retire weapons con. 
t.tining an estimateLi 2 tons DC plutonium), completion of the Sf ART arms reduction negotiations 
and continuing federal budget problems could lead to the cancellation of the SIS program. 

• MYTH;The SIS would help solve Idaho's economic problems. 

FACT;Any economic benefit Of the SIS will be localized and shortlived. 
While the SIS may boost parts 01 Idaho's economy temporarily, the misalon 01 the plant will 

last only 7 to.8years. This will create a boom and bustsyndromeand haveanoverallnegativeeffect 
on the economy. 

Two of Idaho's strongest industries. tourism and 3.gricu1ture, CDuld be ruIned in the event 
01 an accident at the SIS plant or while transporting plutonium on the highways. The negative 
public image associated wlth weapons production could also have adverse effects on these 
!ndustries. These two industries contribute $3,425,000,000 annually to Idaho's economy. 

• MYTH;The SIS would transtorm INEL into the leading laser research laboratory In the 
United States. 

FACT:Tha SIS would transform INEL. which is best known tor ih advances In the peace
ful applications at nuclear techn�logy. into a nuclear weapons prOductions �te. 
SIS and laser research is being conducted at the DOE's Lawrence Uvermore Laboratories 

in California. The SIS lacility proposed lor construction at INEL wUI be a production plant, not . 
research plant. 

The DOE has worn out its poll tical welcome at many of Its other nuclear weapons 
productions.ites and is searching £or a new home. In the words of one DOEoffidaJ, the SIS is being 
built at INEL instead 01 Hanford because Hanford is "toe> crapped up.' 

!NEL's ability to attract new non-military projects may be ailnped by !NEL'. growing�. 
phasis on weapons production. 

A PROJE<T OF THE SNRHE RIVER AWANCE 

MARCH 25 
Idaho Falls 

SILENCE CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS PLANT 

[SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION (SIS) PROJECT J 

MARCH 26 
Boise 

MARCH 28 
Univers i t y  Place Boise City cduncil Chambers 

TWin Falls 
Canyon Springs Inn 

All three hearlnqs will consist of two sessions : 
2-5 pm and 7-11 pm. 

Anyone may attend the hearings. It: YOU wi�h to make a statement . 
you should sign up before March 18th. Contact :  

Clay .... N1chols · 
785 DOE Place 

Idaho Falls ID 83402 
208-52 6-0306 

or you may contact the Snake River Alliance to �iqn. up for 
you. Inci1cate whether you wish to speaJt in the afternoon or 
eveninq sassion. If you would lik. a frae copy of the Draft 
Environmental Impact statament (DEIS ) , write to the abova 
address also . 

Written comments will be accepted until April 2 1 ,  1988. 
Send. to the abo va address .  

For more information contact: 

snake River Al.liance 
Box 17 3 1 ,  Bois8 :ID 83701 
208-344-9161 or 726-7271 

SPEAK NOli OR FOREVER HOLD YOUR BREATH 
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WHAT I S  A P UB L I C  HEARING? 

1 .  A public hearing consists of the audience and a Panel of 
representatives from the Department of .Energy (DOE ) . 

2. Anyone lIay .attend the hearing, whether or not they wish 
to testify. 

3. The hearinq is conducted by the Hearinqs Officer who 
beqins by explaininq the format of the aveninq. 

4 .  Following this introduction, thtll DOE will make a short 
presentation about the SIS project. . 

5 .  Followinq the DOE l s  presentation, testimony froll the' C audience begins . Anyone lDay testify. You nead not be a . 

reqisterad voter or 2 1 .  years old. You needn ' t  be a 
technical expert. Testimony can be a simple &:tata.ent or 'an 
alternative form such a& a sonq or &:kit. 

6. Testimony is qiven in the order in which people have 
siqned up . 

7. You will not be asked questions -'\bout your testimony. 

S. Testimony will be limited to 5 minute&: unless you are 
representinq an orqaniz;ation in which case 10 minutes is 
allowed . We are encouraqinq people to limit their 
statements to 2 minutes in order to qive as many people a • 
pos&:ible the opportunity to speak. 

9. Please brinq several written copies of your testimony 
with. you . 

1 0 .  If a person is siqned up but is not present when their 
name is called, they will be qiven a second chance to 
present testimony after everyone else has spoken. 

1 1 .  You many siqn up to speak by callinq or writinq the DOE 
before March 19th. The earlier you siqn up, the earlier you 
will be able to speak at the hearinq . If you wish to sign 
up, contact: 

Clay Nichol s ,  785 DOE Place, Idaho Falls ID 83402 , 
208-526-03 06 . 

or you may notify the Snake River Allianc e ,  208-726-7271 or 
208-344-9161 and we will siqn up for you . 

1 2 .  You may also siqu up to ·testify at the hearinq, but you 
will be put on the end of the list., f0110winq everyone who 
has siqned up prior to the hearinq. 

A GUIDE TO PUBLIC COIlMEN'l' ON THE 
SPECIAL ISO'l'OPE SEPARATION PROJECT DRAFT ENVIRONMEN'l'AL 

IKPACT STATEMENT 
This paper was co.piled to usist citizens in preparation 

of oral and/or written caa.ent. on the Draft Environmental 
IlIpact Stat_eDt . This paper i. Dot intended to .erve as a 
co.plete analysis of the Draft SIS or tha proposed SIS 
project, or 11ait the Bcope of public co_ent in &IlY way. 
The aaterial in this paper should .arve as an additioD to, 
not a substitute for, the axpr ••• ioD of persoDal OpiniOD and 
concern reqarcUnq the SIS. 

Once the DOE has coapleted thair EIS process they will 
choose . one of four options : construct the SIS at IHEL; 
construct the SIS at Savannah River, south Carolina; 
construct the SIS at Hanford, Washinqton; or no action. 
No action aeans Dot builcUnq the SIS anywhere. The 
followinq are arqwaants in support of the � 
alternative . 

NEED 
suppprt fpT the positipn that the need fnr the SIS is ppt 

adequately explained in the Draft gIS 
.. DOE ' s  plan for production of plutonium is baaed on a 

classified document, the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Heaorandum 
(NWSM ) . Without access to this document it is impossible to know 
if the need for plutonium is leqitimate . 

There is DO classified appendix addressinq need in the SIS 
DEIS. Other EIS ' s prepared for facilities with a national 
security mission have included a classified appendix that fully 
addresses the question of need. The appendix would he available 
to Conqress who must decide whether to appropriate money for the 
SIS . 

.. The DOE states that the SIS is needed to provide 
"redundancy" , " flexibility" , and "technoloqical diversity" in 
plutonium production. This justificat ion is obscure. The DEIS 
should address these points in more detail, includinq scenarios 
that would exPlain why these needs exist. In other words , what 
chain of events would create a need for " r apid increases in 
plutonium production capacity" that the SIS would alleqedly 
provide? 

.. Other options currently exist to provide " redundancy" and 
" flexibility" in plutonium production . These include : restartinq 
the N reactor ( which is underqoinq safety modifications and beinq 
placed in cold standby) ;  processinq SIS feed plutonium in the SIS 
prototype facil ity already Wlder construction at the Lawrence 
Live:nnore Laboratory; blendinq the SIS feed plutonium with 
superqracle plutonium to make weapon-qrade; and usinq SIS feed 
plutonium in its current form for weapons . 
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* The leQ'ally available quantity o f  SIS feed. plutonium is 
limited ( approximately 6 tons ) ,  and will be exhausted. after six 
to eiQ'ht years of SIS operation. Any ability of the SIS to 
provide '" redundancy'" ,  .. tecbnoloQ'ical diversity" or "flexibility" 
will d1ainisb annually and cea.e entirely after seveD to eiQ'bt 
years . 

• The only way the SIS could continue to prou�e w.apon
grade plutoniu. atter six to eight years o t  operation is i t  
p l utoniua recovered froID. co_erci_l nuclear power plant spent 
tuel .ere used as feed. Such a transter ot plutoniWl froID. 
caa-ercial to military uses would violate the spirit o f  the 
Nuclear Non-pro liferation Treaty and set a dangerous precedent 
for the world. 

support for the position tbat there is ng peed for More plutonium 

• In a 1987 report Senator Hatfield state. that tbe NWSH, 
"is a wish list of nuclear weapons for the PentaQ'on. Over the 
last six years, it has always overestiJaated tbe nwal)er of weapons 
to be produced - so.etime. by a f actor o f  two . II 

• In a recent newli release tbe DOE state. tbat tbe N reactor 
"will not be needed to .eet de.and for new plutonium . . •  reduced as 
a result of tbe DOD re.trllcturinQ' o f  its nuclear proQ'rams . "  The 
DOE states that plutonilW Dead "could be met fro. three reactors 
at Savannah River Plant • . •  and throuQ'b plutonilW recovery froID. 
nuclear weapons retired as a result o f  tbe recent US-Soviet 
treaty . ..  

• The 8iQ'D,inQ' o f  the INF treaty will free up 2 ton. o f  
weapon-Q'rada plutonilW. I f  current neQ'otiation. o n  a 5 0 '  
atrateQ'ic force cutback. are .ucce.sful , plutoniwa equalinQ' 8 
tille. th'e amount to ba produced by tbe SIS will be lIade availabl.' 
for new weapons production. 

* Th. U . s .  has adequate stock.piles o f  plutoniUII to lIeet 
national defen •• n •• ds. The us has approximately 120 ton. of 
weapon"grade plutonilW. Thi. plutoniwa doe. not wear out. I t  bas 
a .helf life of 20 , 000 years . AccordinQ' to the LA Tim •• , "Tbe DOE 
8aid the deciSion ( to put N r.actor in cold-standby) • • .  was based 
on a findinQ' that tbe Q'overnmen t '  8 plutoniUII stockpile i8 
sufficient to .eet foreseeable duands for new weapons . "  

* The u .  S .  already bas 2 5 , 000 nuclear w •• pons , enouQ'b to 
destroy tbe SOviet Union or any adversary many time.. The 
warheaela aboard just on. Trident submarine could de.trov every 
•• j or ci ty in the northern h.mispber e .  

1. 

ENVIRONMENT 
suppgrt for the position that the O&1'S does opt adesDJately 

address waste disposal . 

• Accordinq to the DE:S, all TRU wastes ( those that are 
contaminated with plutonium ) qenerated by SIS operations would be 
transpor�ad to the Wasta Isolation Pilot Project ( WI?P ) in New 
Hex�co , wnich is still under construction . The report states 
that 440 tons ( 7770 cubic feet) of TRU waste will be qenerated by 
the SIS annually. 

The New Tors .4�es reports that WI?� has developed leaks 
that some sc!enc!sts contand will make it useles s .  The , DC� has 
asked the Nat�onal Academy of Science to look in to the recent 
problems . No alte�ative to disposal at WI?P is mentioned in the 
Draf: E:S . 

• The Depar�3ent of Tr�sportat!on refused to approve the 
S 1 0 0  mill�on TRUPAC= cask desiqn that the DOE was plannlnq to usa 
to ship TRU waste to WIPP because the cask leaked. DOE has yet to 
come up with an acceptable desiqn. 

* Thera are already 4 . 4  million cub�c feet of TRU wasta 1n 
s�orage at !�L . For t�irt7-five years , lNEL has been a 
"temporar/" storaqe site . Recant studies show that plutonium has 
concam�nated sediment beds 230 ' below the burial qrounds . 

Idaho officials have been working for nearly ��ent7 years 
to have the exist��q inventor/ of TRU waste removed from INEL. 
The DOE h a s  continually broken promises t o  ship t h e  waste t o  a 
site that meets their cr!teria for safe s torage . 

In a 1980 editorial , The IdahQ Statesman reacts to yet 
anot�er delay in waste removal : "so the I temporar/ '  storaqe of 
nuclear waste in Idaho will continu e .  This is unacceptable. The 
INEL site is one of the worst places to store was tes . It sits on 
top o f  the snake River Plain Aquifer , the source of fresh water 
for much of southarn Idaho . And it is also in a qaoloqically 
active area. The potential for problams is too great to iqnora . "  

In 1988 , Idaho continues to be a "temporar/" nuclear waste 
dump . 

• Will Idaho end ap bainq bainq a "taaporary" storaqe sita 
for SIS wastes , too? What if WIPP fails to open? The OBIS fails 
to address this critical question. 

COl1StructioD on the SIS should not beqin Wltil waste 
disposal plans are finalized. 
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support for the position thot dODgers posed hy hazardpus materjal 
transportatiOD are not ful1y addressed in the nElS 

• Tons of plutonium-contaminated wastes and other hazardous 
materials will �ravel on Idaho ' s  highways . All federal and state 
hiqhways in Idaho are potential transportation routes for these 
materials .  The public has no way o f  knowing when and where these 
shipments will be travelinq. 

• The plutonium feed will be transported from Hanford to 
INEL as plu�onium OXide , a powder. If the shipping casks were to 

" be punctured, the powder would be dispersed in the air and 
recovery of the highly toxic and long l�ved plutonium would be 
impossibl e .  

• The DEIS fails t o  men�ion the type o f  emerQency response 
that would be needed to deal w��h an acc ident that involved �he 
release o f  plutonium : what kind of med�cal treatment, clean-up 
equipmen t ,  security conside=a��ons , evacua��on and alternative 
route procedures . �his �nformat ion needs to be prov�ded as well 
as detailed data on :he reso�rces currently in the possession of 
Idaho emergency response teams . 

* construction of the SIS at Hanford ( where the SIS was 
orig�nally planned to be bu�l t )  would greatly reduce the 
transportation risks associated w�th the SIS . 

Support: for the posi tjOD that the norma) ope;atjng jmpacts and 
�Qstulated accjdent jmpac�s are based on lDcomplete data 

• The des�qn of the SIS plant �s still preliminary. The 
full-scale demonstra�ion facility is under cons :ruc:ion at the 
Lawrence Livermore Labs in californ�a, and won ' t  beg�n runn�nq 
tests un:il after cons�ruct�on is started on the SIS plan: . 
How can credible safety pre�ct�ons , acc ident s c enarios and risk 
evaluations be made before the" process has been fully tested? 

Construction of the SIS should not beqin until the 
demonstration facility has been operated successfully and a final 
design for tbe plant has been prepared and approved. 

support for the posit jon that the PElS should cppsider the 
�nyjrQnmental effects of nuclear war 

* The only use for the product o f  the SIS plant, plutonium 
2 3 9 ,  is as an exPl osive in nuclear warheads . The DE!S makes no 
mention of the catastrophic environmental effects that would 
occur if those warheads were ever used . 

suppor- for the posit jon th�e poe has poor safety record 

* The OOE has seriously contaminated the envi=or�ent at its 
Hanfor�, savannah River, Roc�y Flats , Fernald, Los Alamos , oak 
Ridge and Live�ore nuclear weapons des ign and procuction 
facllities . 

• The DOE is a sel f-requlatlng federal agency, operatinq 
wi�� no outside overs �qht . It sets its own rules and then polices 
itsel! .  

* INEL operation� have released millions o r  curies into the 
a i r ,  groundwater and so i l .  

• Three nuclear criticality acc idents , similar t o  one o f  the 
fac:lit7 acc lcents postulated for t�e SIS , have alreadY occured 
at th� INE� :daho C�emical Processlnq Plan� . 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
��por� for the position that the pElS does not address the D�;�l�gjcal and socjal imgactl of the SIS and DuClear weapons 

pro duction 

* Althouqh �any lNEL proJects are defense related, the 
emphas is at t�e Slte has always been engineer:nq, research, and 
peace:ul applicat�ons of nuclear tachnoloqy . The SIS is a 
!aclli�7 w�th t�e sole mission of producing plutonium for use in 
nuclear weapons . Buildinq t�e SIS at INEL would be a drastic 
de�arture from its tradi:ional focas , potentlally affec��nq 
worker and community morale .  

• The OEIS does not address the moral anc psycholoqical 
impact, especially on children, o f  living in a state or community 
wh�ch is economically reliant on producinq weapons capable of 
destroyinq Modern civilization and the qlobal environment . 

• The OEIS does not address the impact of increased fear 
re�ional residents may feel knowing that they are living near a 
prime tarqet in a nuclear exchange .  Fear of releases o f  
plutoniuc, fear c f  the dangers o f  hazardous material 
transpor�ation, and fear o f  economic collapse should also be 
addres s e d .  
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ECONOMIC 
Support for the position that the pETS does not ad.guote1y 

address loco] or national eCODQmjc impActs of thp sii 
• NO mention is made of the limited fuel supply and seven 

to eight year operating life of the SIS . What will he the impact 
o f  SIS shutdown on local and regional economies? 

• No mention is made of the economiC consequences of a plant 
or transportation acciden t .  The economic effects of a serious 
accident which could contaminate soil , water or highways must be 
provided. 

• There 1s no analys is of the impact a minor accident could 
have on public relations and market�nq of Idaho agricultural 
products and recreational industry. 

• The economiC dimension of living, owning property or doing 
business nex� to a nuclear weapons plant is absent from the DtI S .  

• The DEIS should include the cost of lost economic 
opportunites for the region, state and INEL becuase of the 
presence of a nuc�ear weapons production plant . 

• The DEIS fails to support claims that the SIS will create 
economic spinof!s or provide technology trans fer. The operating 
life o f  the SIS precludes any lasting economic henefit of the 
SIS . 

• There is a multi-hillion dollar federal deficit. Many 
defense programs are heing· cut . The DEIS fails . to address the 
economic impact of the pos sibility of the funding. for the SIS 
being cut during construction or operation . 

IIHY IDAHO? 
The SIS was originally alated to be built at Hanford. In 

what many consider to a political move , the DOE announced 10 
August 19S6 that IHEL was the preferred choice. 

The DE IS confirms that there is no environmental 
justification for building the SIS at IHEL as compared to the 
other two sites or the DO action alternative . 

( " 

TECHNOLOGY 

The Plutonium Factor 
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The time for the SIS has come and gone 
(In{'' \'t"IH ;1!i!O \H I,dilt)rinlil.l!d thai tht" SIS 

\\'tl<; not simply a sl:t:k acronym for another 
seif.'ntffic project to 1)(: condllct('11 Rt the 
Idaho Nalinnni EIIJ.(illt'erill� I.ahoralory, 
We urg�d Idaho:u:, to eumilic the Specinl 
l�nlope Scpnr"tioll (SIS) project. which will 
refine spent plubmlulH intI) usahle r !lei fur 
rmcit"ar warhc'Hh, Rnd decide whether thl.s 
typc of fm.'ilily �hiJUI{1 be huilt In ours or 
a!lynne c1.�e·.s hndtyard, 

Now, thanks largely ttl the work of Life
(;unrd IdAhu, momentum b l.lttildin� to 
challenge the [)r:>pnrtmf'nt of Ener5[y"s ph," 
to comlruct thc SIS oul�itfe of Idaho F.n�. 

A petition drl'l� initiAted by the grollP has 
wHected o\:er 4 .000 si�IIAtures In opposition 
to the project. The petitions will he suhmlt
ted to the IXlE B.'1 1'ubHc record. with cupies 
gulug to GOVf"rnor Andrus and our C'Ongrcs
sional dclC!giltion. A December editorinl In the Idolaf) Fo'" 
rost-ltegtster. a newspaper not exactly 

knflwn fm Its anti-tlw.:icar .dnll!, (;ailed t!1I' 
$(XX) million SIS "tmuHinp:." " hc t'dilorinl 
weill 1 1 1 1  to sn)" . .. \\'(' t·fI !IIlnl �lIpp(JTt the SIS 
until it I� dellloll�trntpd tll'll Iherr I .. n IJet.'d 
for pltltonium prodHt,lion ill the (;<1r1y HjW�. 
So [nr. the argulllent [or lhat ut.'Cd has flot 
heen (;On\·illcill�.,, · '  

LAstly. III II lettcr I" sillte lawtllokers 
carlier thl .. )"�nr. Senotor Jam,.. .. McClure 
Bcknt)wled�("(' thnt thc DOE wa.� Imillfl its 
puhlic rdalinn.� cRmpniRIi ror the SIS Rml 
IUflcO lC'5[i!"lati'lc leaden to champiun the 
projcct In th�ir h{)lIIet{)WIL�. 

\Ve S('C these \·idurle5 uflled hv Lifr
Cuard Idnho a!'l smnll hut liol�wnrihy. A.� 
puhlic concern o\'cr thr SIS swl'ih. the UOE 
\\·ill be forced In addrc!'ls sc\'cral sensitive' 
'11I�tlolI!'l r('fl<1rdin� the pruird, Amung 
th� Idt'nUfied b)' I.Ife-t;unrd Idnho are the 
transportalion or plutonlulll o ... ·cr h!!lho 
highwIYs, lhe potentiAl hlll'o(;ls from Il 
radiation release, and the absurdity or stur-

439 

III� !IudeRr and toxic waste above the Snob 
H!\:er Aquifer. 

A pnhlic hearing on the project \ .. ·iII likch 
be held in Twin Falh next month ami \\·t 
urge rr'sidents to pllrticipate in the Jlroce.�� . 

Eorlier this year 011T state luder .. said 
puhlic opposition to the SIS would dilllini�l! 
Idaho's chance of lJeing awarded th,.. , I  
billion SUI»ercollductlng Supercollider. Witl! 
Idaho now off the short list for the sse, th(' 
argnmcnt is ont the windO\· .... 

What's left Is the qlJ�tjon uf whether till' 
750 Job.� created by the SIS are worth fnT
thering the BrrllS race· Blld changing the rull' 
or the INEL £rom scientific to military, 

\Vhat'� Jdt i� for the peQple In thh 
financially-strapped region to acknowledge 
that Ihere i� suc.:h a thing as "bad jobs" and 
that the DOE b offering a handful of them 
to Idttho at a 'Very high price. 
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N'RDC I S CAMPAIGN AC.AINST IDAHO ' S  NUCLEAR WEAPONS PLANT 

The Natural Resources Defense Council ( NRDC) haS' undertakon a 
multifaceted campaign, 1n close cooperation with concerned 
organizations and individuals in Idaho, to defeat the Department 
of Energy ' s  ( DOE ' s )  plans to develop the Special Isotope 
separation ( S I S )  nuclear weapons production plant at the Idaho 
National Engineerlng Laboratory ( INEL ) . 

Technical Analys is 

Our team of scientists and lawyers, 1n conjunction with outside 
consul tants, 1s building a strong case demonstrating that SIS 1s 
unnecessary, unsafe, and uneconomical . Last Februat'y , our 
technical experts traveled to IdahO to testify at a set of 
public hearings , which were required by law to assess the 
envi ronmental impacts of the SIS proj ect . In the wake of our 
test irnony, three maj or newspapers in Idaho came out against S I S .  
Our technical t e am ,  which includes two nucle�r phys icists, a 
nuclear engineer r a defense economist. a biolog i s t ,  a former 
nuclear weapons designer, anu arms cont:::ol experts, will present 
their expanded arguments against SIS at another set of public 
hearings in Idaho next month . The arguments developed by the 
experts will figure prominently in othtZlI. <'!'spect.9 o[ the Gampa!';t: 0 

Ll t1qa t lon 

NRDC will oppose the development of SIS unr:ier a variety of 
envi ronmental and safety laws . If, as 1 :::; 111cely, the DOE ' s  fInal 
Environmental Irnpact statement ( EI S )  on SIS doe� not adequ ately 
address the need for and tile envi rorunental hB.zard.� of ::313 . we 
w.i.ll �ue under the National Envi ronmental pol lr.y Act to force 
DOE to pt"epare an adequate documen t .  Such a lawsuIt could delay 
Lonstruction of SIS a s  we push forward with the other components 
of our strategy. We also plan to contest the issuance of a i r , 
water, and hazardous waste permits for SIS that OOE must secure 
under federal envirorunental laws . Finally, we will enforce state 
envi r-onmental, healt h ,  and land-use laws, applicable to the 
proposed facility . .  

Ci t izen Education 

Our citizen education campaign consists of two components .  
Firs t ,  NRDC i s  coordinating a media campaign 1 n  Idaho. The theme 
of the campaign is " Idaho ' s  Choice , "  emphaslz ing that the 
Gitizens of Jdaho have the ri.ght and duty to decide whether the 
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Feceral Government should build a nuclear weapons production 
plant in their state . A number o f  leading c itizens groups have 
j o ined the Idaho ' s  Choice coalition, which is sponsoring 
television and radio advertisements to be aired throughout Id.ho 
prior to DOE ' S  hearings on the SIS plant in early March. Second . 
NRDC i. working closely with members of the Idaho ' s  ChOice 
coalition , such as the Snake River Al l i ance , to insure that 
public opposition to SIS--developed from our media campaign--is 
expressed to Idaho pol i t ic ians . 

Lobbying 

Congress will make the u l t imate decisior.. ",bout tne construction 
of SIS . Our lawyers and scienti3t::.> a r. e  p r esent l.ng thei:
technical and policy a r guments to 3 � n � t o r 3  �nd �epresentatlves 
who are members o f  committees charged wi�h au�hc r i z ing and 
funding SIS . The lobbying component. of our ca:npaign is also tied 
closely to 11 maj or initiative launched last month by NROC and 
other c it i zens groups . The " plutoniu;n Chal.le�gell calls on 
Congress and ?resident Reagan to decl :l re d two-yea r moratorium on 
the production of pluton.:..um and to challenge the Soviet Union to 
negotiate a bilateral , verifi able h a l t  to the production o f  
plutonium--and highly enr iched uranium--for nuclear weapons .  
Recent progress i n  arms control and the serious economi c  problems 
faced by the United states have s trengthened our positions 
against plutonium production and , spec ifically, SIS . 

NRDC ' S  Track Record 

NRDC has been successfully battling DOE ' s  nuclear complex for 
over 15 years . In the 1 9 7 0 ' s ,  NRDC legal actions forced the DOE 
to begin efforts to deal with millions of gallons of high-level 
nuclear wastes in leaking underground tanks at the Department ' s  
plants i n  Washington State and Idaho . In the early 1 9 8 0 ' s ,  NRDC 
spearheaded a successful effort to halt the Department ' s  plan. to 
build the $6 billion Clinch River Breeder Reactor . In 1 9 8 2 ,  an 
NRDC legal and lobbying v ictory forced a two-year delay in DOE 
plans to restart a thirty-year old nuclear weapons p r oduction 
reactor in South Carolina and prompted the DOE to make tens of 
mill ions o f  dollars worth of environmental improvements to the 
plant. In a 1 9 8 4  case , NRDC established that DOE weapons plants 
must comply with federal hazardous waste laws . Last July, in 
another NRDC legal action, a federal court o f  �ppe815 overtUrned 
regulat ians that would have allowed DOE to d i spose of high-level 
nuclear waste in an unsafe m�nne r .  Fina l l y ,  NRDC l i t igation and 
lobbying have been maj or factors in DOE ' s  apparent decision to 
close the N Reactor at the Hanford reservation in Washington 
state . 
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Dear concerned Idahoan : 

February 1 4 ,  1988 

Natural Resources Defense Couru:il 
nso NtwY<."* An', N.W. 
WmJrmS/(ln, CX-lOOO!) 
Zl)2 18J·iBOO 

AS you may know , the DEpartment of Energy ( DOE) has selected the 
Id aho National Engineering Laboratot"y ( I NEL ) "  40 air miles west 
of Idaho FB!ls " as the proposed site for its Special Isotope 
Separation ( SIS)  fac i l ity . an almost $1 bil.lion plant that would 
use lasers to process plutonium for use in nuclear weapon s .  

We believe the proposed S I S  pl,mt 1s dangerou s ,  unnecessary, and 
uneconomical . Consequently , NRDC has launched a major campaign 
to stop the development of the fac!l! ty " 

Plutoniwn--whlch derives its name from Pluto , the Roman god of 
the dead--ls one of the most hazardous substances known . 
Plutonium spontaneously ignites when exposed to 8 i r ,  and a 
microscopic speck can C8usa cancer .  If the SIS facility is 
buil t, many tons of plutonium would be shipped on Idaho ' s  
highways to and from the plant. The recent accident a t  Rig'Jins 
�ragically demonstrates the oar!ous consequences which can result 
trom a t r ansportation accident involving hazardous materials . 

At the SIS plant. plutonium would be vaporized as part of the 
laser refinement proces s .  A fire at the f�cility could 
contaminate the surrounding land for generations . FUrthermor e ,  
because of recently d isclosed problems wi til a DOE waste disposal 
facility in New Mexico [or INEL wastes . Idaho could become the de 
facto d i :Jposal site for- tho long-lived radioactive wastes from 
S X S .  

OOE officials a rgue that S I S  is needed t o  produce plutonium for 
still more nuclear weapons , despite the irMlense s i ze of the U . S .  
arsenal and recent progress i n  arms control . .  Even i f  you accept 
the DOE ' s  argument . SIS is the wrong technology . A process 
called blending . now in use by OOE . can produce weapon-grade 
plutonium from fuel-grade plutonium--exlIIctly what the expensive 
lasers at the SIS plant would do--and for le9s money . President 
Reagan ' s  Office of Management and Budget has declared that the 
"SIS process has the highest cost ( in tots) dollars and in 

doll�rs per gram of adcHtional plutonium ) of the various methods 
of increasi.ng productivity ( o f  plutonium ) . "  
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contrary to DOE cla ims , SIS could be an economic nightmare for 
Idaho because it has all the earmarks o f  a government boom and 
bust proj ect . The SIS plant would process most of its " feed" in 
about five years , thus quickly e l iminat ing the plant ' s  only 
stated miSSion and potentially le,ving hund reds of Idahoans 
unemployed • 
The compelling arguments against SIS have led three major 
newspapers in Idaho to oppose construction of the facility . The 
Idaho Statesman summa rized its position this way : 

" S pending nearly a bill ion dollars to build a fancy laser 
machine that will be obsolete in a few years after doing a 
j ob that didn ' t  need doing doesn ' t  make sense . -

We urge you to become an active member o f  our campaign against 
the SIS . You can contribute in various ways . Firs t ,  state your 
views on the SIS facility at DOE public hearings , which will take 
place at 2 p . m .  and 7 p . m .  in three Idaho Cities : 

BOISE 

March 9 ,  1 9 8 8  
Owyhee Plaza 
1 1 0 9  Main S t .  

TWIN FALLS 

March 1 0 ,  B 8 8  
Holiday Inn 
1 350 N. Blue Lakes Blvd . 

IDAlIa FALLS 

March 1 1 ,  1 9 8 8  
university Place 
1 7 7 6  Science Center D r .  

Second , since Congress will make t h e  final deciS ion about 
whether to construct the SIS plant , let your Senators and 
Representatives know about your opposition to the facility and 
ask them to hold a Congressional hearing in Idaho to solicit 
const ituent views on the issue . Send a copy of your letter to 
your local newspaper. 

Third , consider making a contribution to NRDC ' s  work against SIS . 
We have init iated a maj or campaign involving litigation, 
lobbying , citizen education, and med ia work . We are working 
closely with and supporting the efforts of a number of concerned 
citizens groups in Idaho . We anticipate a complex and expens ive 
battle that will demand our sustained action. 

please contact me if you want more information about NRDC ' s  
campaign against SIS o r  i f  you would like to make a contribution. 

�:1Y� 
Dan W. Reicher 
Senior Project Attorney 
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Janet O' Crowley 
Post Of f ic e  Box 7 0 5  
Picabo, Idaho 8 3 3 4 8  
Dear Jane t :  

March 1 6 ,  1 988 

Tha nk you for l e t t i n g  me know o f  your oppos i t ion to the SIS 
projec t .  

The Spec i a l  I 6 0tope Separator ( S I S )  has bec ome a very contro
versial i ssue . Idahoans need to lea r n  more ebout the project to 
d i f f erent i a t e  between fact and f ic t i on .  

We have delayed bu i l d i n g  replacement produc t i on reactors 
because ve had four Depa r tment of Energy reactors produc ing 
t r i t i um and pluton i ulIL, th� mater i a l s  needed for nuclear weapon s .  
Hoveve r ,  a r�cent report i ssued by the Nat iona l Academy of 
Sc iences shows that three of the reactors are opera t i ng a t  SOt or 
less power , and the N- reactor a t  HanCord is shut down complete l y .  
Our produc t i on capac i ty has been reduced to a level that could 
ser i ously a f fec t our a b i l i t y  to ma i n t a i n  a nuclear deterren t .  
The S I S  v i l l  g ive our defense program the f le x i b i l i ty we desper
ately need.  Within the lust 20 yea r s ,  the U.S.  has reduced the 
veapons stoc k-pi le by 25\ and cut the tota l y i eld of  megatonnage 
by 75\ , Wh ile we are nego t i a t i ng arms control agreeme n t s ,  we 
must be prepared . We must not be forced to negot iate v i t h  a gun 
held to our head s ,  

To hear those against the S I S  t e l l  i t ,  one would t h i n k  
Senator McClure a n d  I are t h e  only people who support the 
projec t .  However, it a l so has the suppor t  of the Departments of 
Defense and Energl" the Na t i ona l Secur i ty Counc i l ,  and the 
Congres s .  I n  fac t ,  Cong ress edded funding for the SIS in both 
F.Y87 and Fyee to accelerate i t s  construction.  This yea r ,  the 
Adm i n i st ra t i on ,  including the O f f ice of Management and Budget , 
�upported the project with a request for  $ 1 0 1  m i l l ion . 

opponents also c la i m  the S I S  i s  a waste of tax dol lar s .  
Yet , i t  should be known tha t the projec t '" i l l  purl fy  mater i a l  
that cannot othe r v i se be used, ma k i ng i t  ugeble and i nc reas i ng 
i t s  value by three to four t imes the investment in � 
the fac i l i t y  l i kely to be obsolete in a few yeer s .- After the 
i n i t ial  m i s s i on ,  the technology can be used to pur i f y  other DOE 
ma t e r i a l .  

Jan.t · O · Cro�l.y 
March 1 6 ,  1 988 
Page 2 

The I daho Na t i onal Engineering Laboratory ( I NEL ) i .  an 
exc e l lent fac i l i ty and has � i despread pub l i c  suppor t .  INEL has 
the best safety record among the Depa r tment o f  Energy fac i l i t i e s ;  
moreover , the Envi ronmenta l P r otect i on Agency a n d  a n e w  i ndepen
dent ove r s i g ht comm i s s i on w i l l  mon itor  act i v i t i e s  at INEL to 
ensure that this sa fety record i s  ma i n t a i ned . 

The Dra f t  Env i r onmental I mpact Statement on the S I S  i s  now 
a va i lable to the pub l i c .  I encourage everyone to become f am i l ia r  
w i th the projec t .  Beside t h e  bene f i t  to our na t i onal secur i t y ,  
the fac i l ity w i l l  g i ve a much needed boost t o  I daho ' S  a i l i ng 
economy , and ma ke I NEL a world leader i n  laser technology . 

Aga i n  thank you f o r  your v i ew s .  A l though we d o  n o t  agree on 
t h i s  pa r t i c u la r  i s sue , I hope you w i l l  f e e l  f ree to contact me 
aga i n .  

w i th best rega rds , I am 

SS/lrk 
Enc losure 

y�e soc i e t y ,  

STEVE SYMHS 
Un i ted States Senator 
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I am Harge Chupa , reti red R .N . ,  presently employed in a trea tment 
center for emotionally impaired adolescents. This is my testimony 
againDt the building of SIS at the INEL, in the interests of the 
future direct ion of Idaho and this country. 

I recently received an ' in forma tiona l '  letter from Richard Stallings 
descr ibing SIS as a facility to be built on the bank of the Big Lost 
River over the Snake River Aquifer. A facility which vill use "laser 
technology" to "purify" .cuel grade plutonium from de fense reactors 
for use in nuclear weapons. Such a facility,  ve are told , ,i s  being 
closed down in Washington because we have enough plutonium! 

Hr .. Stallings letter could have added that tbi:u;rocess requires 
a considerable amount of water whie � enables the eparation to take 
place and then flows to seepage pond � Would it e too much of an 
assumption that this water in a wate ' k e  vay , w 11 then seep? 
And just where doe. it  seep to7 And w ,er-like thiSc:�inated 
weter will a130 evapcrat e ,  to return t .;,t.:le ground, ke;;:; \ river::> , 
e t c .  in ra in clnd snow? �ft -.. ' . )  Let us keep in mind that ve li e on a \ ater plane - water. 
That ' s  a trillion liters per pers n !  Soun:ds/like a 10t?L 90% of that 
water is salt water in the oceans (1)160 jle[ng contaminatd1.. a t  an alarm
ing ra t e ) ; "fi, iJ.,)�cebergB i and �t;· -..l;,.{ves ?ffi total for \!.ll of ma n ' s  
needs. Senator Hc�4.�� as,8ure8.J�b th'cit he vould never vote r�r anything 
that would be injurioae� ' I'laJjoart , Our o\oln commissioner te ls us 
that she tru-sts hi.m, eV1��6h ,-Itncws hot.,ing abu.ltt SIS.  In the 
fDee of facts , is he tru.. worthy? (' 

I understand that Gov Andrus at a recent ��no r ' 8  confe nCe 
expressed concern about he condit on of the Columbia River. �. ightly 
so, Governor ,  but may ,l suggest th t you have vater closer to home to 
be concerned about ... /"'t voted .for u ,  sir,  because I thoght ou had 
learn d Bomethi�g "'back in Washing on - what did yo� le�rn? D 
learn ow to t�ln Idaho into her state whose l�vellhood 
depend the "iIi tary Indu iJg, �R��" Are you . 0 sell 
Idaho to t REAL govenmftd of the " uS', which is NO elected by the 
people , for t ' eOP."�:-

O
(
)'
!
:
��

i,,
�aol�nel Security ouneil? 

Why is our govellnment trying ·to sell te;
t
;o::

�
:�re plutonium 

aepHra tion faca.lity j'�-'S�t}o....p"r-i. or? BeeaUBI' the 
liability is to�hat does that- tell us , gentlemen? 

Super-weaponry of global destruction is the product of a high 
intellect - b"C; one devoid of intelligence eince intelligence will 
not operate S50iL.lut th.e well-bcUtIl of its c\ln speciec! 

One of the ¥o""tks wlth wftom I a m  .... orki1\(; said to N. " [  think 
life is a pu.niultlllent .. " Another" sai.d, "Ncbod.,r cere6 abOllt ute .. s.e whj� 
shau14 t c.II re o.bcaat Q�bodH alae?" Are UQ ccmi.ns to the ..end of the 
l\t'Hr LCDn 4.rue' 

I hope these hearings ere not an exercise in futility and I 
charge the decision makers to take your sllAre of reaponsibili ty for 
the burdening of our youth ' l  Idaho dows not need SIS and thp U . S .  
needs no more bombs ! Thank you. 
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Hy premise is that the Special Isotope Separation plant is 
un-needed , un ...... anted and detrimental to Idaho. 

First, the United States has more than enough plutonium available 
for present needs and lessening delllBn d .  We have 120 tons of 
plutonium stockpiled. Flutonium from outdated weapons can 
be endlessly recycled and the INF treaty will free up to two 
tons of plutonium for re-uae. If necessary there are other 
ways of obtaining veapon grede plutonium without building' a 
new installation. 
We now have enough nuclear weapons to destroy any adversary 
as well as ourselves. There is no need for more weapon grade 
plutonium. 

Secondly, this plant would not be of long term enonomic advantage 
to Idaho. The installation is designed to process a seven 
year supply of fuel - only about 6 tons of ' raw IIIBterial' is 
available. 
The presence of a nuclear veapons plant will detract from Idah o ' s  
illlBge a s  a vacation land. Threats of a i r  a n d  water pollution 
are what tourists want to leave behind. Southern Idaho is 
an agricultural center; what would be the cost of even a minor 
accident in lost sales. 
Transportation and site accidents are assumed by the DOE to 
never occur, but they do, and even a minor accident with related 
publictty could damage the IIIBjor industries of our state, agriculture 
and touriam, causing more economic loss than the .1 years of 
employment would provide. 

Thirdly, the INEL is now respected prilllBrily as a research 
cente r .  Research on the SIS process is being conducted at 
Lawrence Livermore Laboratories leaving the INEL with the production. 
Accident potential in production is higher than in research . 
Three minor accidents have already occurred at INEL I s Idaho 
Chemical Processing Plant. 
Will this emphasis on weapons production replace non-military 
research at INEL? 

Lastly. great potential for environmental degredation has not 
been given enough emphasis. Using the word ' potential ' is 
giving DOE too much credit if you look at its past record. 
The environment has been contaminated in DOE plants at Hanford, 
Savannah River, Rock Flats, Fernald , Los Alamos, Oak Ridge 
and Livermore. Are they nov abandoning these sites with all 
of their problems and coming to Idaho? Wastes already stored 
at INEL have been detected 230 feet below the storage areas. 
These wastes were to have been moved by OOE but promises were 
not kept. Wastes from the SIS operation are to be shipped 
to 8 New Mexico disposal site nov under construction but they 
have leaks developing and the wsste facility there may not 
be usable . 
Hoy can we allow the DOE with their poor track record to start 
production above the Snake River aquifer? We are inviting 
disaster. 

. 

Let's tell the Department 0 Energy that we know what they want 
to send to Idaho and we want no part of i t .  

W e  like the quality of l i f e  here in Idaho. What w i l l  more 
nuclear weapons do to change it? 
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'lb. SIS wouid contribute . troDaly to the II tablllty and 

&rowth of both the naional and atat. aCODolll ea. Of the $937 
.Ulion budget. the aetud facUity coat la proJee ted at $�05 
.. Ullon, Of the U05 IIUllon, think of the "'a, •• that will b. 

paided and taJted, and the revenue that will bill put into the local 

8CODOIIY · 

Duriq the p.ak construction •• Dlo.dina .aU •• t •• for the 

SIS would yhld 400 cOQatructlon Job., whiLe the phnt operation 

fa pndlcted a t  410 direct end 340 indirect peraanent aupport 

positiona. u81D& previous a l ta aconoille i.pact .tudi�u, it can b. 

projected that the •• 750 prl •• ry posi tion. are co.pL .... nt.d by 

roughly 1050 aupportiu& Jobs within the co_unity at lug • •  
THAT ' S  1800 NEV JOSS IN OUR CO""UNITY. 

Of tho.e 1800 job. yery few lIQuId co •• fro. out of the .r •• , 
.ad there wouLd be no l.r,e in�.i,ratill& conatruction workforce 

or •• jor adyer •• i.p.cta .xpec ted; aOlle of the ben.ficial imp.ct. 

woulcl incLude a d.cr •••• d une.plo)'lleat rate, indir.ct job 

opportunitiea, .any of which traditiouLy hay • •  hi,h.r rate of 

pay , .nd would re.ult i n  lar,.r contribution. to the t.x b •••• 
The pot.nti.l in�.i,ratin, op.ration per.onn.l wouLd b. a 

•• aU p.rc.nt.,. of the aver.,. population incr ••••• ; the peak 2 �  

year period of hiring .i,ht contribut. t o  ov.rcrowin& o f  .eLect.d 

.chool; but the b.neficial i.pact. would include indir.ct job 

opportuni Ue • •  nd contribution to the loc.l tax ba ••• 
The INEL h.1 fund.d an ind.p.nd.nt a tudy o f  the educ. tion.al, 

in.tituUona l ,  and .ntrepr.neurial opportunite. ,ener.ted by the 

1....,. . t: ... _ , � I ��� ..... - "2- -
over a l l  project. So .. e ex.mpl • •  o f  thlue, are coordination of the 

deveLop •• nt of aupportin& univeraity/vo�t.ch progra.. and 

curriculu.a , fabric.tion and refurbishm.nt of La •• r modu les , 

a.p.r.tor cOllponent fabric.tion .nd repair, con.ulting on various 

t.chnologie. such as robotics and .xp.rt .y.te •• , cOlllputer 

hardware and other procur •• ents, software programming, 

lIodification/.dditions by '111. 1 1  local archl tectwengineering (A�E) 

and con.truction fix-.a, not to lIIention aupport facilities like 

lII.intenanc., p.rta m.nufacturing, and tooling. If Idaho bu.in.ss 

takes .dvant.ge of thia technology, i t  couLd re.ult in .ajor 

industri.l develop •• n t  which wouLd re.ult in s t i l l  more job. and 

more tax revenue for the .t.te. 

I f  the SIS i s  inde.d going to be built, why ahouLdn ' t  Id.ho 

r •• p the rew.rd. froll! it .nd why shouldn ' t  w. get a return on 

.ome of our h.rd .arned fed.r.L tax doIL.r.?' 

//-j --;-���Ol" �"' '' 
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S I S  

T o m  Pomeroy 
Bo)C 1765 
Ketchum, Idaho 
83340 

My name is Tom Pomeroy I ' m  here toni9ht to stat .. my 0ppo5i t iDn 
aQainst the SIS beino bui l t  anywhere in the United States. Therefore 
I support the no act i on a l ternat ive. 

The SIS is vulnerable on a number of Qrounds; 50 thentfore Idaho 
1 5  vulnerable if this fac i l i ty i s  bui l t .  

The n�, ,i J:y!.riously qUIPstioned. The Secretary of Enerl;JY , 
stated .... �ll that the United St.tIPS is "awash" in p lutonium. What 
more needs to be said? Plutoniu ... is not a product 1 ",ant on t h i s  
eArth s o  then�fDn� I certainly d o n ' t  want any more produced . 

,.e, 
The need for t h i s  fac i l i ty OO.":'J,.,to a deep concern and problem 

fac:inl;J Amer ica. We are destroyinl;J this country and world w i t h  the 
convent ional think inl;J that WI! can w i n  in a nuc l ear war . Pn�cious 
natural resources, human resources , and precious t ime are a l l  Qo inQ to 
Naste in Amer ica because of this k i nd of thinkinQ. We must reverse 
t h i s  trend and stoppinQ the SIS i s  an absolute must .  There i s  no 
compromise here. 

The environment a l  r i sks of this fac i l i ty are enormous .  Over 20 
tons of Freon wi l l  be released each year into the Eart h ' s  atmosphere 
further reduc ing the stratospher ic ozone l ayer . What assurances are 
there that this amount of Freon is safe? Wi th the increasing major 
heal th threats of cancer and immune defic ienc ies a l l  being t i ed to 
dep lE't ion of the ozone l aye'i I want to see how releasinQ more Freon 
ca .. be considered safe. 

The transportation of p lutonium needed for the S I S  ��; 
� is a serious concern. I do not want to pass, look at , or even 
think about trucks enterinQ and leavinQ Idaho w i t h  t h i s  poison, 
knowinQ that a serious accident i s  a possib i l i t y .  How wi l l  you 
evacuate Boise i n  case of a ser ious accident?- W i l l  there be 
psycho loQical effects on Idahos' popu l a t i on because of i ncreased r i sk 
of h i ghway shipments? How w i l l  trucks carrying t o )( i c  and nuclear 
mater i a l s  deal with winter wh i te-outs? 

The Environmental Impact Statement seriously underestimates the 
impacts of earthquakes and volcanic ac t iv i t y .  I wi  11 never forQet the 

Mount Borah earthquake and the thouQht of the SIS bei nljl bui 1 t near 
this seismic active area i s  danQerous. The half l ife of p l utoniUM i s  

2 4 , 000 years ,  and i t  remains danljlerous for that entire t ime, what 
assurances can you make that we won' t  have a major earthquake in the 
ne)(t five hundred years? 

The waste hand l inQ i s  also a major concern of min" He", ", i l l  
radioactive and hazardous waste b e  handllPd? D o  you t� nON havlP 
proven and safe methods to store and render these fIIaterhls a 100" 
guarantee that your storaQe Mthod. are safe? �!JS ..... � 9'0 

The b i ggest r.ason and push for construct ion of th. SIS is the 
jobs aroument . Simator I1cClure, Senator Sy ... s, and Governor Andru. 
should be ashamed of thIPms.lve. for prosti tutino Idaho for these dead
.nd jobs. leaders are e)(plPcted to th ink , but unfortunately th.se pea
brain po l i t i c i ans only think of beinQ reel.cted. This project is the 
c l a.sic pork barrel deficit .plPnd inO that the Uni ted States can ' t  
afford . Have you .tudilPd the r i sks o f  incrlta.ee1 fIIi l i tary spend inQ 
v.r"s the dIPc l inlt of .oc i a l  proQr.m. that blPnefi t  ",any more c i t i zen,? 

If job. is rea l l y  the i .sult, i t ' s  not fair that l abor union. and 
the oeneral pub l ic has belPn ", islead by our elected Idaho l •• der. 
off.rino this project as the only Nay for economic expans ion i n  
Idaho. Senator I1cClure, h a s  whipped u p  t h e  jobs i ssue to .-....confuse 
Idaho's publ i c ,  in the hopes that the pub l i c  ..an ' t  question the n .. ed, 
the envi ronmental r i s k ,  the f i nanc i a l  cost , and moral i ssue of the 
S I S .  Our leaderes need replacinljl. 

The other main quest ion is; do IJIfI! rea l ly ",ant Idaho to be further 
dependent on a onlt i ssue i ndustry? Once this project is bui I t and 
i t ' ,  seven ylPar l ife cycle is comp lete, then "'hat do Ne do? Wi l l  the 
Qovernment cont i nue to subsidies thne dlPad end job. with further dead 
lind jobs? Is the SIS com", i t t i no Idaho to the ",onstrous m i l i t ary-
i ndust r i a l  comp le)( and aNay from our decentra l i zltd aoar ian 
aQr icul tural base? 

Th@ c i t i zens of Idaho "'ho bel iltvlP that this is a jobs issue, 
nl!'ecI to r@lJIIember that sayinQ no to the S I S ,  doesn ' t  mean your turnino 
your back on Idaho ' s  future. Aljlr i c u l ture and tourisM are Idaho ' s  best 
and health iest i ndustries.  Non-extractive, non-po l lut i ng ,  and outdoor 
or ient� .  The SIS could destroy significant parts of each of these 
oro ... inQ, dl!'centra l i zed, and healthy industr i es .  The SIS could dl!'5troy 
Idaho. I say no to the S I S .  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  

6 . 3  

5 . 2 2 . 3  

3 . 3 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 4  
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�(- T..1J4 
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Stl�J::CBtecl format for written or oral testimony at the SIS hearinp: 

nr. Clay- Nichola 
Idaho Operatiofte Office 
u . s .  Department of Erlerfa' 785 toE Plae. 
Idaho Falla. ID 83402 
Dear Mr. Nichols: 

l1y nu. ia ? (; .  d/q(-hn-z and I liY. at S-y}j 
Idaho. I am emplo]'ecl/&t W I ,tV L-.Q 
Idaho for . U _ ____ y.are. 

A/ 6 cJ CI S f,; /Ii; 
and. have Ii Ted in 

The SIS is • program vital to the econOlDr of Idaho, as veIl Q8 being a project 
neceasary to the defene. ot our COUDtq_ I sincerely urge tbe location of tbe 
pro ;iect at the mEL_ 

112 

Veq truly yours • 

�/<�/,6&/I� Sign.d 

R E C J: I \l C O 
Ml\R 1 9  I��o 

SI, Project Off ... 

E484 
'-.. 1 _ t. 1I.d 

� / _ .:fi/e 
St1�� •• tod format for written or oral teetillloll1 at tho SIS hearings. 

.'r . Clar NichollS 
Idaho Operations Office 
U .5. Department ot Erlerfa' 785 toE Plac. 
Idaho Fall.. ID 83402 
Dear Mr .  Nichols : 

lly n .... ie +i� I l�". at%!"££f �uw4 �t: .[daho. I I!lIif emp ,.e at <#;r2/ an have live 
Idaho for :[ 2 Y. a . ;/� 
The SIS i8 • progr_ vital to the econc:Jln)' of Idaho , as veIl 411 being a project 
rleceBsary to the defena8 ot our country. I sincerely urge the location of the 
)"Iro �ee t at the INn.. 

2?7 

Veq truly youre: . 

tJ.,:!:pa77 �(� .. _.. 7 

lH: C E , \f E D, 
WoR 1 7 1988 

IIU''''ieci ott_ 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  
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Sug�c8ted fonaat for wri tteD or oral. testimony at the SIS hearings: 

Hr. CIa,. Nichola 
Idaho Operations Otfice 
U .S ..  Department of Enera 785 roE Place 
Idaho Falla. ID 83402 
Dear Hr. Nichola I 

5 . 2 7  . 6 . 1 110' n""'e ia C/tpf<l. � INq;::Z:£ and I live at 7:l �- 4J / t2 >z • 
Idaho . I am 0,-' at p '  d ee.f.. G and have lived in 4 . 1 5  . 4 Idaho tor U t2 years. 

1 . 1  
The SIS 1e • progru vital to the eCODOIII;J of Idaho , .. well aa being . project 
necessary to the der.na8 of our country. I 8incerely urp the l�.tloD of the 
project at the IHn. .  

226 

Ver,. trUL,' ,.oure, 

4t�u( 

R E C r ' " C: D 
MAR 1 7 .�od 

1IIi.ln>ject Offi .. 

[486  
1- r. �I 1/ 

--;;" - F/k 
Su��ceted fonaat for written or oral. testimony at the SIS hearings : 

"'r .. CIa,. Hie hole 
Idaho Operatlon8 Office 
D .. S. Department of EnergJ' 785 roE Placo 
Idaho Fall . .  ID 83402 
Dear Mr .. Nichols : 

111 n .... ia L 11841. E tIJ�¥� and I live at W'S S, BU .:iJlfkliit{f" Idaho. I am .mplo,. d at J EL ADd have lived in 
Idaho for 5 ( ,.ears .. 

The SIS ie a program vital. to the econom,. ot Idaho , ae veIl aa being a project 
neceasar,. to the deteDae ot our country. I sincerel,. urge the location ot the 
project at the DfU. .  

Ver,. trul,. yours t 

�Z� Siii 

214 

R E C E I V E D 
MAR 1 6 1988 

- fRlject Offi.-

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  
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sUrl::'(!eted format tor written or oral. testimony at the SIS hearinga : 

�1r .. CIa,. Nichols 
Idaho Operat ionl! Orfice 
U.S. Department of £nerD' 785 WE Place 
Idaho Falls. ID 83402 
Dear Mr .. Nichola : 

'Iy name is CEb/fCE ;;;- BRv8/9 and I lb. at 'i3t.s L.'!Id.p &I .liIt.4. (trIk. 
Idaho. I am employed at Tepe and have li.,ed, in 
Idaho tor ;'" ,.eara . 

The SIS ill a program vital. to the ee.onom,. or Idaho, U ve11 as being a project 
necessary to the d.erena. of our countr,.. I lIincerelJ' urge the location or the 
project at the INEL. 

VO"r7 trulJ' yO\lrs .  

A q.ffiL �t:r .  

215 

R E C F ' V E D  
MAR 1 6 1988 

115 .......... 0ffII. 

E488 

Stl�R(!8ted format tor written or oral. testimon,. at the SIS hearings : 

Ilr . Cla;r lIichols 
Idaho Operatione Office 
U .5.. Department of EnarD' 785 WE Placo 
Idaho Falls. ID 83402 
Dear Hr.. Nichola : 

II" name is iliA 5;." fJ.. 
Idaho .. I l1li .�10".d. at 
Idaho ror 'l ,..ara. 

and I li"'8 at 
W.lN.i!'..n 

v1 , - r.� 
1 - 1;»-

--;::; 'r,'1r<<- . �-have li.,.d. in 

The SIS ill • progru vital. to the ecoDOIDJ of Idaho, as ve11 as being a project 
nec.saar,. to the defenae of our countl7_ I aineere1,. urge the locatiOD of the 
project at the INEL_ 

108 

Ver'1 trulJ' yours, 

C5iL d� 
SiS"'· 

l E C � 1 '! t D 
_ 1 8 _ 

.,...QIIIa 

5 . 27 . 6 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

l . 1  
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Su!=�e8ted fanDat 'Cor written or oral te.timony at the SIS hear1np :  

"'r. Clay Nichola 
Idaho Operation .. Office 
U.S. Department ot Eneru 785 roE Plac. 
Idaho Falla, ID 83402 
Dear Hr. Nichols : 

fly n .... ia �"''- c.. .-:O",u<-A P 
Idaho. I am employed at � 
Idaho 'Cor j ,..ar • • 

1-T .,I/<:d -1 1-.:rlk 

and I lin at Yi 30 W . E ... swoo} :J:. F  
I C.PP and have lived � 

The SIS is a program vital to the BconClllO' of Idaho, .. veU AS being . project 
nee.saar,. to the derena. of our country. I sincereI,' urge the location of the 
project at the DfEL .  

1_ 
1 0 9 

Very truly youra. 

?�� 
Signed 

R E C � ' I/ f: C'  
MAR 1 6  boo 

&.1� OHiea 

[490  

Stl�"ceted fanDat 'Cor written or oral testimony at the SIS hear7 /- T iled  
I- l-/Ie-

tfr . Clay Nichola 
Idaho Operations Office 
U .5. Department of Ener87 785 roE Place 
Idaho Falla , ID 83402 
Dear Hr .  Nichols: 

fly n .... i�ttN 7 and I live at � #a:- , 
Idaho. I amto;;d r wAC<? and have lived i.D 
Idaho for / '1 ,..ara. 

The SIS is a program vital to the economy of Idaho, &8 v.ll AS being a project 
necessary to tbe defena. of our country. I aincereI,' urge tbe location of the 
project at the DfEL. 

110 

Very truly youra. 

��-

R E C E I V f O 
! • . - 1 9 1988 

&$ hc,.ct Offi.,. 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1 
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5 . 27 . 6 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  

[ 4 9 1 

1_ (- #«1 
� I_ 11k 

5U�,;:'C!8ted fOIWlt for written or oru testimoll1 at the SIS hearin88: ( 

Hr. CIa), Nichola 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . 5 .  Department of Energ 785 roE Place 
Idaho Fall..  ID 83402 
Dear Kr .  Nichols : 

lIy name is �d: 117.��d I liTe .t �?');B:):2 T • 
Idaho . I am � Y.d . ; P ad have lived ill 
Idaho r or /4 years. 

The SIS ia • program vit.-J. to the eeonomy of' Idaho, ... veIl All being a project 
necessary to the def'enae of' our countr,.. I .incerel,. urge the location of' the 
pro�ect at the mEL. 

Ver,. trul,. your., 

�� 

R :  r: I V E D  
1 1 1  li,,..- ,) \988 

fUS rrL� 

E 4 9 2  

Stl�l::C!st.d fOnDat for written or oru t •• tim01l1 at the SIS hearings: 

.'r . CIa), Nichola 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . 5 .  Department of En.erg 785 roE Place 
Idaho Fall. .  1D 83402 
Dear Kr .  Niehola: 

, _  r: iJ4il /jrrftt-

tty name is £'f>-occ; :,  DSl>nc:.,>e and I liTe at ::rc\Aho Feli s t 
Idaho . I am elllPlo�.d at \4i c§i'n". 'kG' S' A'A4b Nl.' . and have lived ill 
Idaho for 5 ,..ua. 

The SIS is • program .,.it.-J. to the .conOlll), of Idaho, ... veIl All being a project 
necesaar,. to the deCeDJI. ot our eOUDtr)-. I aincere17 urge the location of the 
pro�ect at the mn. .  . 

107 

Ver,. trul,. ,.our., 

� . .  �� Signed 

R� C E \ V E D 
_ 1 6 \988 
llilnl!ed �  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  
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E493 E494 
l�- 'cluE o/i,fJ -f�- clue 3J1;JJj 

S"""o.ted fomat for written or oral te.timon1 at the SIS hearinp , �"."o.t.d fomat for written or oral te.timon1 at the SIS h.arinp . 

U-.:- . CIa.,. Nichola 
Id�ho Operatione Office 
o .::l .  D!part",ent of EnertO' 
7B5 roE Plac. 
Id�ho Fall •• ID 8,402 

1 - r. )../-dl � ' - 1-i/� 

D'!nr .tr . Nichol. : J 
lIy n .... i. KG. Me (}ee M, D. and I 11, at 82c..4Ie.. /)O . 
lct"ho. I am ell'plo,..d at ) tea -�)(P�{iyrIC/t1A/ and have lived in 
Irl"�o Cor 7 ,.eare. J' 
T�e SIS 1e II. program '1'1 tal to the econOllly of Idaho t sa .ell sa being II project 
n�c�ee8J'7 to the deren .. at our countr7. I .incueI,. urge the locatiOD oC the 
rro.iect at the DfEL. 

105 

· -�4-;(d.d 

IIEC f f V £ D  
_ ll �  �, 

f',:" . CIa,. Nichola 
lrl�ho Operations ortice 
O . ::l .  P!partJltent of Enera 
'IB5 roE Plac. 
Id,ho Fall.. ID 8,402 
Donr fir. Nichol . .  

/ _  r. ;.Hi! A,-:fil<e-

I": • \ - \ U ·  1 '-- I , 

!till elllp�7.d at and have lived in 

T�� SIS ill a program vital. to the econ0lll7 at Idaho , as .ell lUI being a project 
11E'!c'J:s88J'7 to the deleD .. at our countr,.. I eincerelr urge the location of the 
rro.1ec t at the INDu 

1 04 

Very trul1 1our • •  -�bik �'�C-
8 gned 

R E e f !  V E \) 
_ 2  t I�SS 

-baioci � 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  
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5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  

E 4 9 5  

SUg'p.:(!sted fOl"lU.t for written or oral te.,tim0D1 at the SIS hearUJgev>! 
J - T. �  
/ - �.dA. 

�tr . CIa,. lUcholll 
Idaho Operation8 Orfice 
U .8. Department ot Enern 
'185 roE Place 
Idaho Falla. ID 8}402 
Dear Hr. Nichola z 

R E C � ' ' ' � O 
WIil 1 8 \98� 
_ """'" ()ItIaa 

lIy n .... i • ..jim.)O b:tt1t and I lin ;;Z;;;::<..l 64� 
Idaho . I am employed at ;;} J &�� and ha.e lived in 
[daho for 5' (., year •• /50-6 . ......:;....... � /&c.4--ILLI..D -L5LIt�,c.trI'- a."�4..... 'i'he SIS is a program. vital to the econClllly ot Idaho ,  as well os being a project 
necessary to the detens. ot our country. I sincerel,. urge the location ot the 
pro,iect at the INn. . 

Ver:r truly yours , 

�� p ra;;r-r. 

083 
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March l � .  1988 
Dr.  Clayton Nichols 
SIS PROJECT MANAGER 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
Idaho Fal l s ,  ID 83402 
HE: Written T •• t iaony O D  SIS Project 

Dear Dr . Nichols : 

1_ 1: lit/I ? /-Jt"k. 

As a pr ivate businessman and also 88 a member of the Blackfoot 
City Counc i l ,  ple •• e accept this letter as wr itten - support for 
the proposed SIS Project at the Idaho Nuclear Engineering 
Laboratory site . Having l ived a l l  my l i te ( 42 years )  in 
Blackfoot ,  I am somewhat tamil iar with the INEL site and the 
surrounding communit ies . I have heard nothing but support tor 
the idea of locating the Project in this area. 

know that our C i ty Counci l  has talked favorably about the 
posit ive economic benefits that would come from the construction 
and operat ion ot the project . And we teel certain that the 
Greater Blackfoot area is NOW able to provide the stable work 
force, housing, and contractors you would need . And with Idaho 
State University so c lose, we have excel lent educat ional and 
training tac i l ities close at hand . 

Although some may worry about environmental impact , the draft 
impact statement appears to favor this site over the Washington 
and Georgia alternat ives . My tamily and I would welcome this new 
technology into the area, and feel that economic bene tits  far 
outweigh any supposed risks . 

Please look favorably on the construct ion ot the S I S ,  and then 
know most assuredly that we l d  l ike to have that Project in Idaho ! 

:};:�?p� 
Dean A. Packham 
OWner/Manager 
. . .  and 
Counci lman, City of Blacktoot 

068 

R E C E I V E D  
MAR 1 6 1988 

11$ ProjKt Office 
DAP/dp 

----------------------0 =:ALPUNDALDms=>as�. 

1. 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  

6 . 2  
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March 1 4 .  1988 

Dr. Clayton Nichols 
SIS Proj ect Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 D . O . E .  Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr . Nichols: 

E498 

It, rocatello Regional 
rfntt� Medical Center 
_m;l.Y}I!·'_:g'''@i • .,iI;WINCi...,.liidhf.)'.iiibl1!f •• 
Richard M.  eagen, Administrator 

� �j/ R E C � ".n : o  
MAR 1 7 1988 

.tal:; Project Offic., 

I apologize for my inability to be in attendance at the Environmental 
Impact Statement Hearing in Idaho Falls on Friday , Karch 25, 1988 in 
reference to the SIS project. However, I would like to voice my support 
and do 80 in this written testimony. It is my hope that this written 
testimony will receive equal consideration by the review panel as the 
oral testimony would have. 

1 . 1  

6 . 2  
As I am sure you are certainly aware, the Southeastern Idaho economy is 
in great need of major new development and i s  fully capable of 
supporting such a proj ect with existing services. It is my impression 
that the economic bene fits to this region will far out weigh any 
environment.al or social risks which may be inherent in the technology. 
Being in the healthcare field, I can asaure you that a decline in the 
locsl economy has a tremendous impact on the healthcare industry and I 
would a180 like to assure you that the capacity exists in the healthcare 
facilities in Southeastern Idaho to support any new major development in 
this region. There would also be a tremendous economic benefit to the 
coumunity if the healthcare utiliEation in this area increased and 
healthcare utilization can only increase with an increase in the 
economic aupport by projects and programs such as the SIS project. 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 2 

I have lived in Southeastern Idaho for six years as Administrator of 
Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Center and currently and for the last 
three and one-half years as Administrator of Pocatello Regional Medical 
Center. I feel that the INEL is ideally suited for this project and 
that local businesses in the community are strongly supportive of the 
INEL site. Additionally, it is important to point out that with two 
Regional Medical Centers in Pocatello and one in Idaho Falls , we have 
the medical expertise and the facilities to handle the medical needs of 
the employees and families involved in this project.  

Hence,  I support the project functionally as well as seeing the need and 
the benefit for the project for the region as a whole. 

2 2 8  777 Hospital Way, Pocatello, Idaho 83201 / 208-234-0777 

A member of INTERMOUNT AIN HEALTH CARE, INC. / A community hospital system serving the Intermountain West 
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I appreciate the opportunity to give this vritten test imony and again 
hope it 1s received with the same support that any oral test imony would 
be received. 

Sincerely. 

Richard M .  Cagen 
Administrator 

cc: Richard Clay, Chairman, PRMC Board of Trustees 
Peter Groom. M. D . ,  Vice-Chairman , PRMC Board of Trustees 
June Heilman. M.D • •  Chief of Medical Staff 
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F �ruary 2 6 , 1 98 8  

S�cretary J o h n  Herrington 
United S t a t e s  Department of Energy 
1 0 0 0  I ndepende n c e  A v e . 
Was hington D . C .  2 0 5 8 5  

Dear S e c r e t a ry Herring ton ; 

( . T- �  , I . l-t i� �  . , Al �(, :J�9!iJ ((?.J 
/ ,  p � .. tr:.t 

How can the DOE e v e n  consider locating a plutonium producing plant 
l i ke the S p e c i a l  I s otope Separat i o n , that requires high s e curity , 
at the Idaho National Eng i n e e r i n g  Laboratory? 

I n  1 98 6 ,  INEL management , DOE I n s p e c t o r  General and the F B I  condoned 
and c o n c ea l e d  a v i c i o u s , fraudu l e n t , s landerous 4 year c a mpaign by 
INEL employees t o  obtain bus i n e s s  s e c re t s . The INEL e m ployees used 
c on s p i ra c y , fraud , s lander . bribery and extortion t o  obta i n  informa t i on . 
The s e  INEL employe e s  h a d  high s e c u r ity c learanc e s . 

In 1 98 7  the s a me I N EL e m p l o y e e s  managed to s t e a l  propr i e t e ry information 
from a DOE progra m .  The propri e t e ry i n f o r ma t i on was in t h e  p o s s e s s i on 
of and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  federal government s o  t h e  INEL 
employees a c tually s t o l e  t h e  informa t i o n  from t h e  fede r a l  governme n t . 
The INEL e m oloyees s t i l l  have the high s e c u r i ty c l earan c e s  

In 1 9 88 t h e  I N E L  employees h a v e  c r i minal federal l a w  � i o l a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  them and w i l l  u n d e r  go FBI inves tigation . 
The s e  INEL e mploye es s t i l l  have the high s e c urity clearan c e s . 

A l l  of t h i s  was condoned and c o n c e a l e d  by INEL manag e m e n t , DOE 
I n s p e c t o r  General and the FBI . 

H o w  c a n  the government c la i m  that i t  pro t e c t s  the : tiati�nil i n t e r e s t  
when it i s s ue s  high s e c urity c leara n c e s  to pro t e c t  s e c r e t s  t h e n  
t u r n s  a r o u n d  and c o n d o n e s  and c o n c e a l s  t h e  s te a l ing of s e c re t s  
by t h e  s a me people who are i s sued the c l earan c e s ?  

Y o u r  f o x  t o o k  4 years t o  r a i d  m y  c h i c ke n  c o o p  a c r o s s  t h e  s tr e e t  
do you r e a l ly t h i n k  t h a t  your ' s  i s  s a f e  with h i m  in i t ?  

T h e  I N E L  h a s  shown c o n t i n u o u s  irrespo n s i bility i n  j o ining with 
o t h e r  federal a g e n c i e s  t o  v i olate e v e rything that stands for 
nati onal s e c ur i ty .  

-------

C o p i e s  t o :  
S en a t o r s  M c C lure a n d  Symms 
Represenative S t a l l i n g s  
F B I  D i r e c t o r  S e s s ions 
DOE ; Idaho Operations Off i c e ,  for i n c l u s i o n  

in S I S  environmental i m p a c t  s ta t e m e n t . 
National S e c ur i ty A g e ncy 

S i n c erely , O � \L �  
W i l liam Hyde � 

,No t e ;  I know that at l e a s t  one of the INEL employees i s  employed by 
Wes t i nghouse I d��o N u c l ea r  Company which is the INEL prime 
contractor for �ne � l �  proj e c t .  

076 Do£. / £X 5 
SF- C TI C ,J 

0 ( 3  \., 
If, ( , ,, 

hti 1 1 "  G, 
f1� c, f. 4. 3 (,. -I. ,-( - 5 7  

5 . 2 5 . 6  
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1 . 1  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 8 

4 . 1 3 

4 . 1 5 . 5  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 7  

5 . 1 2 . 1  

:·iarch 1 2 ,  19::;;:: 
Dr. Clay iHcilOls 
;)ept. of ;;':nergy 755 JOt: P I ece 

E 50 0  
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, -J, le. r -7,-f)' �r F .. J:l nt: : 1.::ARli�G ;'\CCJaD 

-----

Idaho falls, Ida;,o 3}lt02 

;.jy nBllle is ,Uci,srd 3topol . I live and operate a small :"usincs:J in l ia i l e y ,  
Idaho. 

I 8m against 0ring1ng tile Special I sotope Seperator ( S I S )  project to 
W:::L in I daho ralls. 

I don ' t  want any more radioactive ��8StC, plutonium or any other i18zardous 
w8terials oroug:"lt into '.:.l1is state under any conditions. 

I am against �uilding any more nuclear wcapon s .  I do not ��Bnt my hQl,le 
state to be part of the weapons �uilding process . 

;:ven if I was in favor of building and using rnore nuclear bombs, tile 
governr" cnt has announced there is an abundance of plutoniu.n to r,leet t.ile 
demands for new ;.�eapons. 

r don ' t  carc if tht: project will produce 750 jobs or 750,OJO jobs, these 
arc not the kinds of joba we neod to :lelp Idaho grml. 

The two places I hear IIloat frequently mentioned in conjunction with the 
SIS are Hanford and Rocky Flats. Next to Three lUlc Island, these are two 
of the most polutcd places in t:lis coun t r y .  Lets not connect Idaho falls with 
tlleec t:.wo �iaated zones. 

un top of thc Snake rUvcr aGui f i r ,  south of mill ions of acres of the 
moat pristine forests in America, you ilave got to be kidding. This is 
madness. 

There isn
'
t one single good reeson to buil d  the SI5 from what I ' ve 

Ileard. 
It aeems to r,le there is somethIng drastically wrong with the 

leadership in Idaho for the politicians to be supporting this project. 
Peoplc who are concerned about the degredation of the environment in 

Ideho, in America and all around the planet are becomt'iling stronger and 
more united all the time. !JJe will do evcrything necessary to defeat this 
insane project and others like i t .  

Idaho is the greatest of a l l  50  states. Thet is why I live here. Let ' s  
not poison i t .  
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?Z/JU 
Richard Sto� 
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IKEN COUNTY 
istant County Administrator 
ry R. Smith 

March 1. 1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Off ice 
United States Department of Energy 
785 D . O . E. Place 
Idaho Fall s ,  Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr. Nichols: 

E 5 0 1 
/_ � KfV 

-7 1- t#� J� 
too T I-Ii i/O 
/ - D. B�r31"ljrTr:kPhO"r:: (IOll642-UOO 

828 Richland Ay� . •  West 
Aiken. South Carolina 29801 

Thank you very much for the letter dated February 1 1 ,  1988, from Don 
Ofte, Manager of the Department of Energy, Idaho Operations Office. 

This letter is to inform you that Aiken County , South Carolina has no 
o f f icial comment to make a t  this time on the special isotope separations 
project draft and environmental impact statement .  Official comment is 
reserved for a later date. 

I am 

RespectfUllY .

?/-/) ��.(' 
�C� 

ith 

cc: Hr. Cliff Webb, U . S .  Department of Energy , External Affairs. c/o 
Savannah River Plant 

GRS /src 

L301883 

R E (" != I V E D  
MAR 1 0 1988 

. ... 0IfIat 
KEN COUNTY DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON HASIS OF RACE. COLOR. NATIONAL ORltiIN. SEX. RELIGION. AGE. AND HAN" 

<.:I\PPED STATUS IN EMPLOYMENT OR PROVISION OF SERVICES . 
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S usan Alban 
Box 1 1 )1 
Ketchum. Id . 8 ) )40 

!!r. Clay N 1chols 
U • • • Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Palls . Id . 8)402 

Dear Mr. N1chols i 

I would 11ke to go on 
proposed SIS project . 
and job market 1s far 
and e.v1ronment. 

rec ord and expree8 my oppos i t i on to the 
I feel that the boost to Idaho ' s  economy 

over-shadowed by the r i s k  to our health 

We can not take the risk of • possible accident . Even a rumor 
of radloacttve leakage would rutn our reBort ' s  reputat1on. Idaho 
w 1 1 1  loose 1n the e nd .  

Stop the S I S  project : 

S i ncere l y ,  

iu.; " 'i- t2t1"1-fL/ 
Sussan Alban 
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PRESENTED THROUGH THE SNAKE R I VER ALLIANCE 

Clay Nichols 
785 Doe Place 
Idaho Fal ls , ID 8 3 4 0 2  

To Whom i t  does concern i n  t h e  INEL : 

Please put me on record as entering a strong 
oppos i t ion to the Special I sotope Separation Proj ect . 
being considered for the INEL . 

There is no adequate proof of need for the 
S I S  proj ect . Jus t i f i ca t ions and rat i onal tor the 
S I S ,  based on "redundancy & Flexi b i l i t y "  are redundant 
and superfluous . There i s  no evidence that we need 
to increase production of Plutonium for weapons . 
I am a g a i n s t  the S I S  because the issue ot waste 
d i sposal is not nearly adequ i t l y  addressed . I 
am aga inst the S I S  because of the poor safety record 
of the D . O . E . , and the psycological detriment posed 
by the impending and constant threat of contamination 
of our a i r ,  ground , and aqu ifer . 

Plea s e ,  and a most def i n i t ly don 1 t  place u s  
in a pos i t i on of l ia b i l i t y  f o r  n o  other reason 
than "Redundancy and Flex i b i l i t y 1' .  

bb 

&� 
Bret Berier 
Pres ident / CEO 

R E C E I V E D  
11M 1 8 1918 
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March 1 8 ,  1988 

Dr . Clay Nichol .  
Idaho Operations Off ice 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l . , ID 83402 

RE : Special Isotope Separator (SIS) 

Dear Dr . Nicho ls : 

Albertson I 8 ,  Inc . . would 1 ike to go on record in s trong 
support of the S I S  project in Eastern Idaho . We feel t h i s  project 
would provide 8 vital s t imu lat ive to the economy of Eastern 
Idaho , with an infus ion of jobs and income to help keep that 
part of the state economi ca l l y  progres s ive . 

We hope that this program is succe s s ful , and if we 
provide any add it ional a s s i stance to you , p l ease let us know. 

can 

GRR/mdc 
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Very truly your s ,  

�d�U�� 
Senior Vice preSid:�; \ 
HUman Resources 

' 

R � C E f V E D  
MAR 2 1 _ 
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ALBEfITSON'S, INC. 'GENERAL OFFICES. 2 50  PAAKCENTEA B L  ..... D IBOX 20 1  BOISE, IDAHO 83726 / 208-385-6200 

Mr. Clay Nichola 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

Dear Mr. N i chols: 

E 5 0 5  1 - r. �U 
� 1 - "1-..dl 

March 14 ( , 1988 

My ... ife and I 'ilish to take this opportunity to voice our strong 
objections to the SIS project. 

Firat and foremos t ,  'ile fundamentally dieagree that 'ilar is made 
lees likely or political stability lllade more certain by the existence 
of nuclear 'ileapons of destruction. 

Secondly, ... e do not believe that it has been adequately demon
strated that such a facility is necessary for the maintenance of the 
current national level of nuclear armaments. 

Thirdly t ... e feel that the government. has established a record 
of shortsightness in regard to the environmental impact and the safe 
operation of nuclear facilities, and has still not adequately dealt 
... ith the disposal of ... astes generated by nuclear facilities. 

Please put us on record as oppoaing the SIS project in general ,  
and i n  particular o f  situating it at the Idaho National Engineering 
Labora tory. 

R £ C E i i / f t) 4CilR 1 8 198/1 lis ''''Iect Offlc.. 

089 

C�=la. 9:;r"l 
�� � ,  ""7�-----
Charles R. Ferguson 
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Hr . C lay Nichols 
785 Doe PI . 

PO BOX 1587 

KETCHUM, IDAHO 83340 

Idaho Fall", I D .  83402 

Dear Hr . Nichols: 

;, I. r. _htf / ,_ Fri" 
March 15, 1988 

Your name Was given to me over the phone since I 
cannot at tend the March 28 hearing . 

Would YOu please be kind enough to have my test imony 
included in the hearing record . I t is enclosed . 

Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

·!x .RdR galco( Q. 
Hildegard Raeber 

219  
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RE: S IS 

PO BOX 1567 KETCHUM. IDAHO 83340 

. /, r Jj.d -7 1, 1# 
March 1 5 ,  1988 

May I please submit my written tes timony before 
the S I S  Hearing March 1 8 ,  1988 in Idaho Falls . 

I am vehemently opposed to the produc tion of 
weapongrade plutonium for warheads . 

Reason: We don' t need more warheads . 

Plutonium i s  highly toxic and remains 
deadly for thousands of years . 

We do n ' t  need this danger here in Idaho 
nor anywhere else in our country or 
anywhere else i n  the worl d .  

To give the INEL t h e  green light for this pro j e c t  
would severely jeopardize OUT legacy t o  our 
children and all future generations which is 
already questionab l e .  

Thank you for your attention. 

S W9,ere ly, f) � t7 . ,  ',e.' eds :;PAc! I <.. �( 
Hi Idegard Raeber 
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Dr . C l a y  Nichols 
Department of Energy 

E 5 0 9  

Special Isotope Separator Hearing 
785 Doe Place 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83402 

Dear S i r :  

1_ T fld1 
� I - �foo 

I submit this letter to be entered into the record on the 
hearings about locating the S .  I .  S .  project in Idaho . 

I do not want the S .  I .  S .  project to be bui l t  in Idaho for 
three reason s :  

1 )  These types o f  pro jects reek havoc o n  our local 
economy . They are boom f o l l owed by bus t .  First come 
the c i v i l  workers , earth mover s ,  concrete and rebar 
workers . By-in- larqe , they move here or move back 
here, work for 18 months then go on unemployment whi l e  
searching for another place to invade . They are 
replaced by the armies of pipef itters , m i l lwright s ,  
etc . ,  t o  be f o l l owed by the electric ians and 
instrumentation spec i a l i s t s . They a l l  put a drain on 
our schools and other community services . L i ke renters 
who do not have respect for property in which they do 
not have equi ty , s ome of these transients do not 
respect our env i ronment . The permanent workers who man 
the f i n i shed plant don ' t  buy the construction worker ' s  
trailer houses .  The permanent workers number represent 
20% of the construction work force . The remaining 
residents must bear the burden of paying for the 
expanded community servi ces . Idaho does not have the 
economic inertia to absorb this s i z e  bump wi thout 
negative reaction s .  

2 )  I do not trust the information that the engineers are 
giving the pub l i c . Remember that these are the same 
enqineers who convinced the local build ing o f f i c i a l s  to 
chanqe the seismic zoning in the Uniform Build ing code . 
r experienced the Cha l l i s  ear thquake of 1983 . I do not 
bel ieve that the INEL is in Zone 2 anymore than I 
bel ieve that the zone boundary mak� a 90 degree turn at 
the Idaho-Utah border and fol l ows i t  for SO miles or 
s o .  ( See the enclosed excerpt f rom UBC ) 

119, 
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PAGE TWO 
March 16 , 1988 

3 )  Las t l y ,  I have enclosed an a r t i c l e  f r om NEWSWEEK dated 
March 1 4 ,  1988 . I would l i ke that arttcle to be 
entered into the record 1n its entirety. Please note 
the sub-head1nq and please re-evaluate the need for S .  
r .  s .  

Sincerely your s ,  � � / 
�� 

Paul Aschenbrenner 
( 20 8 )  232-6823 

\\C\� 

TECHNOLOGY The Plutonium Factor 
We're awash in the stuff-so why risk problems? 

The situation might be comical-if it 
weren't 80 expensive and 80 potential· 
ly dangerous. The lubject is plutoni

um, the man-made element used in the 
bomb dropped on Nag8.5aki and in most 
modern warhe ... ds. Ronald Reagan ordered 
a major increas� in U.S. plutonium produc
tion in the early 19SQs D.S part of his pro
posed arms buildup. But Congress did not 
give Rellg'an all the MX miuiles and other 
weo.pons he wo.nted. Now the nation is 
aW8.5h in plutonium, and U .s.-Soviet arms
limitation agreements will reduce the need 
still further. 

At the same time, ufety concerns have 
forced aU but one of the Department of 
Energy'. aginG plutonium-producing reac
tors to Ihut down. The remaining plant, 
Savannah River in South Carolina. h8.5 
been plagued with problem!.. Last month 
officials there reduced operating-power 
level8 Cor the third time in 15 month5, afte.r 
lCientists ror Du Pont. which runs the facil
ity for OOE. diseo\oered yet anothererrorin 
the hellt calculations. "It W8.5 a clear eig· 
nal," uid one government investigator. 
"that they are concerned down there about 
the ability of the emergency core cooling 
Iystem to contain a catastrophic accident." 
Given the plutonium surplus. critia say it 
is time to put the (ncility out or its misery 
and ;:;hutter it as wf:il. Instead, DOE wants 
to spend $89 million repairing the Savan· 
nah River Plant and ie pressing Cor anoth
er weapons-production reactor at!I well. 

OOE officials insist that the 
Savannah River reactors are 
I8fe and that the power reduc
tionssimply reflect prudentop
era.ting policies. But they ac
knowledge that the plant is 
laden with serious operational 
problems that were uncovered 
by a National Academy of Sci
ences team last year. Some re
pairs are already under way. 
and OOE hopes that the plant 
will be operating at full power 
by 1990. Even then, critics lay. 
the Savannah River facility 
may be susceptible to a serious 
accident-in part because it 
d0e8 not have a concrete con· 
tainment dome to trap released 
radiation, like those required 
at commercial nuclear plants. 
Just l8.5t week the plant suf· 
fered one more public-relations 
blow when a pu/fofradioactive 

tritium. another element used in weapons 
production. escaped into the atmosphere, 
though OOEsaid it posed no health danger. 

Short or 8 complete disaster, Savannah 
River is causing problems to the local ecology. Environmentalist! say that low-level 
radioactive waste and toxic chemicals 
placed in 8hallow, unlined seepage basins 
ainee the 1950& are leeching into the soil 
and ground water. Critics arc particularly 
concemed that contamination could reach 
the 'Vast underground Tuscaloosa aquifer 
that lupplie! drinking water (or South 
Carolina and several other state!!. Pat 
Whitfield, OOE's RSSistant manager (or en
vironment, safety and health at the plant, 
says that danger is "remote." Still. OOE 
estimate! that it could cost as much as 
$7 billion tocompletely clean up theSavan
nah River facility. "It will do precious little 
,oocI to protect ourselves from the Soviete 
if, in the process, we poison or irradiate our 
own people," uys Sen. John Glenn, one of 
several lawmakers seekin, ti,hter con
trols at the OOE planta. 

SI,w d,cq: Does the nation really need 
the plutonium Savannah River is produc
ing? OOE supply·and-demand figures are 
classified. But Thomas Cochran, coauthor 
of the Nuclear Weapons Databook, esti
mAtes that U.S. production more than dou
bled between 1980and 19S5,ata time when 
U.S. stockpiles of nuclear weaporu actually 
decreased 3 percent. What's more, plutoni· 
um decays so slowly that it can be recycled 

1 \0.0 

from obsolete weapons, giving DOE a vast 
additional eupply. Cochran calculates that 
the nation currently has 90 tons of pluton i
um stockpiled in weapons, 10 more tons in 
storllg'e and an additional 10 tons in avail
able scrap. Retiring about 500 warheads 
under the INF agreement could supply 2 
more tons; th0 START accord could yield 
yet another 15 t�ns. Bycontrast, theSavan· 
nah River reactor provides only about one
quarter ofa ton annu3.11y. 

OOE officials say their real concern in 
preservin, Savannah River is to insure 
adequate supplies of tritium, several 
grams of which go into each warhead to 
increase its explosive yield. Unlike pluto-

nium, tritium decays quickly 
and must be r�p!aced every few 
years. OOE is pressing for a 
new tritium-producing reactor, 
which could be converted to 
produce plutonium jf neces
Sary. But cost estimates range 
8.5 high as $10 billion-and crit
ics say even tritium may not 
be 80 critical if arms-reduction 
efforts continue. In fact, Paul 
Leventhal of the Nuclear Con· 
trol Institute, a private re-

. &earch center, has proposed 
a novel "tritium factor" ap
proach to arms control: if both 
sides stopped producing the ra
dioactive isotope, about 6 per
cent of their warheads would 
automatically become obsolete 
('ach year-the rate at which 
tritium naturally decays. 

J.hLIIoII)A BIC.",jl/j DOUOL .... W ... LUltiIl Wllllti/llIOll 
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U. S. Department 0' Enarqy 
Idaho Operat ions Of'icR 
785 OO E  Plac. 
Idaho Falla, Idaho 83402 
GRntlament 

5 . 1 . 5 .  No! No ! No! 
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445 South CIBvell!ll nd 
9leckf'oot, lrll!llho 83221 
I'Iereh 17, 1988 

REI SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION P RO JECT 

R E C E I V E D  
MAR 1 8 1988 

IIII1oj8C1 � 

I ' ve rfled many nellepeper e:rticle9 aht inq pos itive results for the 
aretl, if only INEl is l'JlIIl!llrded the construction of' th"J SIS project. 
I t is always the needs for highftr ",",ployment I!nd Qt'F3!1tBt' economic qrolilth 
thet win the praise. You have the support of' ell tha Chambers of' COflHllerce 
in the eral!ll . Have they considered the boom and hust ef'f'9ct after eight 
yeers of' SIS operation on the locel economy? Have they Ihten8d to the 
Hanford, W8ahlngton pllople tell of' their devastation since they heva lost 
their jobs? HeY8 they read of thll pollution 'rolll radioactive by-products 
at the Savannah Rivar Plant? I am ancloainq an article 'rom the Black'oot 
NelliS by Jack Anderson. 

Durinq tha year. when the AEC first cama to Idaho F'aUa •• wara told 
it .ould ba "Atoae F'or Peac.... 1 ' 111 sorry to know we have th. waste 'rom 
Thraa "'ile I sland. NoIIII it is .. eapona grade plutoniUM I 

I lIIIas pl.aaed to reed that north Idaho h.ld the 00 It Youraalf SIS 
Hearinq. I have und.rstanding 'or the prot.atera naar JIIIercury, Navada 
to Raclaim the Teet Site, 

Thank you 'or th. Dra't Environmental I mpact Stat.ment. Alao, you 
have a very 'ine Public R.latione eta" . Wa thank you 'or tha tour at 
the aite. 

In clasing, I lIQuld .sk thet "No Actio"'" b. taken an the Spacial 
Iaotopa Saparation Proj.ct. I will attand tha ha.ring fl'arch 25, 1988. 

Sinc�r.ly yours, 

�r�� 
Encl. 
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-OPI N IO N  
N o  awards for DOE 

WASHINGTON - 'Ibree aud6ton 
who uueovered problems at America', weapons.-tnllDUlaeturiq 
nuclear relcton hive paid ,. their ' .......... WheD Rep. John DinpII, D
Mich., recommended that the 
EnerlY Department publiely reeogruze the COUl"ale of the trio, the three were rewarded in a curious 
fasbiooaDdinvarytnc ....... One II slated I • •  transfer, one 
wu laid off, and the third was 
::!r"tt � �;U l

ot In-
Deparbnent awards eeremony � bonorI weal to othen. 

Now Dinlell's subcommittee on 
�

t and inveslil.t101111 for the :uo: .:;f!.�� =
e
:iO::i the way the three were trellted . 

While nothiq it final, • IJUbeomm1t· 
tee .taIfer told us heI.riDII were I 
"=C\�in_in lltety and security 11.,.. at the planta where U.S. fl,lClear weapoDl =�':!=.� : 
Oy one � our auociltIJS baek ADd 
forth 0WJr the SavaDlll,b River ps.nt 
tn South caroHaa. He one cbaIIqeci 
tbe helteoptor, abowin. bow vubMnble the nuclear reactor wtukl be to. tem.iIt attaek. �rer.= ::'� .. �� 
in .8. In the �, DinleU tu:rneel up whllt be caIlId ". euriOUI reward'DCI �t l)'ltem" for employt8 who make mlitUel or wbo uncov .. the miltak. d otben. The recent tr'Ntmerat � the trio 01 .audlton IDlY IIbow tblt Dtlle hal =. far.."....,.. wbo blow !he 

J.::a�:=�� lOll, aDPIUW Wan Jll8eIll'. sub....... t ... Iut � Io _y =-�=--�Jw,=-_ ''' _ ''''' ..... .. 1l0iii ..... W ..... It AI tbtiI' job to audit the plan", but IIMIy aald _ ........ 
were ipored by the private eonlrsc" 
�=tU::fE.:..pI .... � 
tooveneetboNcoatraetcn. AI .... Marina theIr._, DinpIl wrote .. -... SecreW')' John 
Herri_, _'"" Ihem for publk ....... _. ''Soicb ........ tIoa _ _ _  that !he departllMmt is ..... about improv
... ' .. _ .Dd ""''''' .......... '' be.....,... 

Ulldenlecfttary J_ Salpdo 

lack 
Anderson 

wrote t.d: more than two mootba 
later. He gave Din&eU lOme infor
mation the congreurnaD had re
quested for his lnVfllt:i.p'Uon, but 
made no mention of awards. 
hI���::.�::;:

e 
:rio:=: award, the Secretary', Gold Medal, 

to Raymond Romatowlki, the 
mana,. � 1>0:£', Albuquerque OperatiOlll Offlce. He iI • »year 
veteran wbo twice Lut year appeared before Houle .uboomJDitte. 
to anawer quelUos:a about problema 
in his jurildtetion. In one cue, he 
was required to aftIwer chari-that 
.... offi .. haddoneUttl.""''''' ........ 
inl and that its oversight of contrac
tors wu _potty. 

Our reporter Lane WUUama ukeel 
Salgado'. "'0 .. wily Dinaell'. """. letHea to honor the three auditors =,.��e :t�·oQ 
wu " carefully conatdered" and ... id 
everythinC Salpdo wanted to .. y 
about the subject. 
� C::tof.:::.�::r:oln� =: _ilive job .fter btl audtt at Hart
ford. But ..... DtnaeII'. __ 
:'-==�::C:�

d 

�����.���u:::t 
from the reactor at Hanfwd to. pro-
��ea:::�t;:�C:U: wu not cboeen at the nuclear dump, 
and Rwd wu laid off. Tbe third auditor, HermaMOD. 

I was belitant to comment em bAa cue, but our 1OUl'CeI .. ,. be is .lated 
for • tr ... fer. In hill cue, the new �:!!� � an increue in Ply. 
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City of Chubbuck 
5 1 60  Yellowstone Avenue 

CHUBBUCK, IDAHO 83202 
(208) 237-2400 <r'� c� ""EX> 

March 1 7 .  1988 

Dr. Clayton Ni chol s 
S I S  Project Manager 

/- r: � ----f / - j� 
U . S .  Depar1J11ent of Energy 
785 DOE P1 ace 
Idaho Fal l s .  Idaho 83402 

Re: SIS PROJECT SUPPORT 

Dear Dr. Nicho l s :  
I a m  enclosing a copy o f  a resolution the Chubbuck. C i ty Counc i l  

unanimousl y  adopted March 1 ,  1988. 

I f  we can do an)1Tlore in thi s regard, pl ease advise . 

Thank. you for your efforts. 

S i r><ere1Y}o 1/.,. /, - ,In ! - Ll1f1...<A.A.--
Ron c. tonl i n  
Chubbuck C i ty C1 erk 
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R f C E I V E D  
MAP I I  19II 

lIS PlOject � 

C I TY OF CHUBBUCK , IDAHO 

RESOLUTION # 1 -88 

WHEREAS , t h e  Idaho N a t i o n a l  Eng i n ee r ing Labor a t o r y  ( I NEL) i s  

a m a j o r  fac i l i t y  a n d  employer i n  sou t h e a s t e r n  Idaho; 

WHEREAS , t h e  con t i nued v i a b i l i t y  o f  the Idaho N a t ional 

Eng i n ee r i ng Laboratory i s  deemed by the Mayor and C i ty Counc i l  o f  

the C i ty o f  Chubbuck to be i n  t h e  be s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the r e s i d e n t s  

o f  the C i ty of Chubbuc k ; 

WHEREAS , the INEL h a s  been proposed as the s i te for loca t ion 

of the Spec i a l  Isotope sepa r a t ion proj ect . 

NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by t h e  Mayor and C i t y  Counc i l  

o f  the C i t y  of Chubbuck that t h e  Mayor and t h e  Counc i l  d o  

unanimou s l y  suppo r t  t h e  Spec i a l  Isotope Sepa r at ion p r o j e c t  and 

f u r ther support the con s t r u c t i on and ope r a t ion of the S I S  

production fac i l i t y  a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  Eng i ne e r ing Labo r a t or y .  

The Mayor and counc i l  do f u r ther u r g e  t h a t  a l l  c i t i ze n s  o f  

Chubbuck suppo r t  t h e  p r o j e c t  and i ts loca t ion a t  t h e  INEL 

f ac i l i t y .  

PASSED B Y  THE COUNCIL AND APPROVED B Y  THE MAYOR O N  MARCH 1 ,  

1 9 8 8 .  

ATTE S T :  

r1n/\ {! f�1v'\ l,� 
Ron C .  conlin , City Cler k  

Re sol u t i on - page I 
jrn chubk-16 qqA 

1 . 1  
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7iJ 1m! James R. lte onsu tmg . 1It1/ 
2100 BELMONT AVE.-IDAHO FALLS. ID 83401 'iJh, I� / L :?  /� /' /6-('/ 

(208) 524-5464 ; . �-I � /1!+--L!<..If.:.......... 4 _  

)r. Clay Nichols 
ns Project Manager 
J. S .  DOE - Idaho Operations Office 
785 DOE Place 
[daho Palls, 10 83402 

ofarch 1 8 ,  1988 

)ear Dr. Nichols ,  

R E C F I \l E7D 
MAR 1 8 1988 

iii I'tojoct 0ffIc0 

[ reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Department of 
�nergy"s Special Isotope Separation Project, and I woul d like the following 
�omment s :  

1 )  I found t h e  report to b e  well organized and informative. The persons 
who prepared the report should be cOllUlended . 

2) As I unders tand i t ,  the objective of the preparation of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Stateatent is to provide environmental input into a 
USOOE decision on the proposed construction and operat ion of a SIS 
project and on the selection of a site for such a pro jec t .  I feel that 
an environmental consideration has been ignored which could 
significantly influence the decision on the selection of a site for the 
SIS. This consideration i s  the consequences of a nuclear war. 

Currently, the INEL probably would not be a prime target in a nuclear 
exchange . What I would like to see in the EIS is the incremental 
probability the INEL would become a target in a nuclear war, compared 
wi th the other proposed sites. I would also like to know what the 
incremental human consequences of the INEL being a target i s ,  versus 
the other proposed sites, given the current population distribution 
around the sites and the prevailing wind patterns. I suspect that the 
incremental probab ility the oth!!r sites would become targets i s  small -
they are probably already target s .  As a result of the smaller 
incremental probability, the human consequences of locat ing the SIS a t  
these sites, given a nuclear war , could b e  significantly smaller than 
locating the SIS at INEL. 

I feel that the probability of an all-out nuclear war occurring within 
the lifetime of the proposed project i s  significan t .  I feel this 
probability i s  much greater than other events considered in the Draft 
EIS, including seismic event s ,  volcanic event s ,  dam fai lure s ,  tornados , 
etc. One of the reasons I choose to live in Idaho Falls i s  that I feel 
that the odds of surviving a nuclear exchange is greater in Idaho Falls 
than alliost anywhere else in the United States. The SIS could change 
that . If the SIS were located at INEL, then Idaho Falls would be a much 
less des irable place for me to live. 
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J. R. White to Dr. .y Nichols ,  Harch 1 8 ,  1988 Page 2 

3) The economic benefits t o  the local community of locating the SIS at 
lNEL is probably less than the if the SIS were located elsewhere. The 
local DOE office , through i t s  contractors , has historically avoiding 
doing business with local spin-off companies. This is not the case a t  
other DOE sites. The local engineering companies do much more work for 
other DOE locations than for the local DOE office . It 1 s  interest ing to 
note that the Draft EIS itself vas done by NUS corporat i on ,  rather than 
by a local firm. 

4)  It i s  not made clear i n  the Draft EIS why the INEL i s  the preferred 
site. From an environmental standpoint , other sites offer less 
consequences .  The community surrounding the Hanford site has recently 
undergone a severe economic downturn due t o  the shutdown of the 
N-Reac tor and the cancellation of the BWIP project. The SIS project is 
needed more at the Hanford site than at INEL. I suggest that the report 
be modified to indicate the basis the INEL site was chosen over the 
other locations . 

5) The DOE has operated the INEL in the past in a manner that has 
caused little environmental consequences .  This has not been the case at 
other DOE installations, notably Rocky Flats and Hanford. What 
guarantees do we have that the INEL will continue to be operated in a 
prudent manner1 If DOE had t o  comply with current NRC requirement s ,  i t  
would have long since lost its licence to operate nuclear facilities. I 
think an independent review agency should be designated to monitor DOE 
activities in the nuclear area prior to start ing anything new. If 
ci tizens are required to obey NRC rules and regulations , why not 
another government agency? 

6) Several reports were referenced in the Draft EIS which are not 
available for public review since they are classified docullent s .  I feel 
that a report written for public review and comment should only 
reference publicly available documents. Tradi t i onally, the DOE has 
cloaked its operations in secrecy. ReferenCing claSSified documents i n  
the Draft SIS i s  n o t  a good sign. 

7 )  In the list of organizations receiving copies of the Draft EIS, many 
public libraries were included. These included three public libraries 
near the Hanford plant and four public libraries near the Savannah 
River Plant . No public libraries were included in the vicinity of the 
INEL. The Idaho Falls Public Library was not included , nor were any 
public libraries in Pocatello, Blackfoo t ,  Rigby , Arco, Riri e ,  Shelley, 
Burley, Rupert , Twin Falls, or any community within 200 miles of the 
proposed location of the SIS . This looks very suspicious. 

would also like to have an opportunity t o  make a brief statement at the 
arch 25 ,  1988 Idaho Falls hearings . Please let me know if there is any 
test ion concerning this lDaterial. 

�F 7ll . 

Yours truly, 

Ll�LJiA 
James R. Whi te 
Consultant 
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IDAHO FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT 1191 
6PO JOHN ADAMS ' .... kW ... ' 

Dr . C l a y t o n  N i c h o l s  
S I S  P r o j e c t  Ka n a g e r  
U .  S .  D e p a r t m e n t  of E n e r g y  
7 8 5  DOE P l a c e  
I d a h o  Fa l l s ,  I D  8 34 0 2  

De a r  D r .  N i c h o l s : 

K)AHO FAllS, IDAHO 13.." TEl. S22·1490 
"'"""' ..... '01 ..... OI/ICe 

Ma r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 8 8  

� �tfAl7i"k /- r. #i/I 

The B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  f o r  I d a h o  Fa l l s  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  #9 1 h a s  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of' l o c a t i ng t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  S e p a r a t i o n  
( S I S )  P r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  E ng i n e e r i ng L a b o r a t o r y  ( I NE L ) .  
I d a h o  F a l l s  i s  t h e  h o s t  commu n i t y  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n C i e s  
t h a t  c o n d u c t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  I N E L ,  a nd 
t h i s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  p r O v i d e s  t h e  e d u c a t i on a l  s e t t i ng s  a nd s e r v i c e s  t o  
m a n y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  f am i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  em p l o y e d  t h e r e .  

A s  w i t h  a n y  b U S i n e s s  t h a t  e l e c t s  t o  l o c a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a , t h e  
l o c a l  s c h o o l  s y s t em r e s p o n d s  w i t h  f s c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  a n y  g ro w t h  
t h a t  m i g h t  o c c u r . I d a h o  F a l l s  i s  g r o w i n g  n o w ,  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' g  
s c h o o l s  a r e  o p e r a t i ng a t  c a p a c i t y .  T o  s e r ve t h e  g r o w t h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
e x p e r i e n c i n g , c l a s s r o om a d d i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  e x i s t i ng 
b u i l d i ng s .  IF new h o u s i ng a d d i t i on s  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of n e w  
s c h oo l s , t h e  D i s t r i c t  h a s  a m p l e  b o n d i ng c a p a c i t y  t o  p a y  f o r  t h o s e  
b u i l d i ng s .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  commu n i t y  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  b o n d  i s s u e s  
i d en t i f i e d  f o r  n e w  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

W e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  � E nv i ro nm e n t a l  I m pa c t  S t a t e m e n t  
p r o j e c t s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k  f o rc e  o f  4 4 0  p e r s o n ne l ,  m o s t  
a l l  o f  w h o m  a r e  a va i l a b l e  w i t h i n  a 5 0  m i l e  r a d i u s  o f  t h e  I N E L .  I t  g o e s  
on t o  s t a t e  t ha t ,  " i t i s  n o t  a n t i c i pa t e d  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  n um b e r  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  m i g r a t e  i n t o  t h e  r e g i on " , s h o u l d  t h i s  
a s s u m p t i o n  b e  c o r r e c t .  

Af t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h e  e n v i r o nm e n t a l  s t u d y  i nd i ca t e s ,  
" Op e r a t i o n  o f  S I S  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a w o r k s p a c e  o f  a b o u t  4 4 0  
p e r s o n n e l  • • •  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  t h a t w o u l d  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
i n- m i g r a t i ng o p e r a t i ng p e r s o n n e l  i s  n o t  e x p e c t e d  to h a ve m a j o r  i m p a c t s  
on l o c a l  g o v e rnme n t a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  c o m m un i t y  i n f r a s t ru c t u r e s . "  
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llIe Qulrn 

P a g e  2 

Dr . C l a y t o n  N i c h o l s  

W e  a l s o  n o t e  I h a t  h i r i ng o f  t h e  o p e r a t i ng a n d  t e c h n i c a l  s t a f f  w i l l  
o c c u r  o v e r  a t W 0  y e a r  p e r i od a n d  i m p a c t  s e l e c t e d  s c h o o l s .  T h e  t w o  y e a r  
pe r i o d s h o u l d  g i v e  t h e  D i s t r i c t s u f f i c i e n t  r e a c t i o n  t i m e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  a n d  h o u s i ng .  

As T r u s t e e s  we r e c o g n i z e o u r  r e s po n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e a 
s t r o ng p r o g r a m  of i n s t r u c t i o n  to t h e  s t u d e n t s  of t h i s  D i s t r i c t , a nd t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  o f  t h i s  c ommu n i t y . 

Q<f2-�� 
H. Ray H a r t ,  C h a i r m a n  

?�&<flI�"",/ M8 � l l e r  

G?��. (1g::-� 
P a u l  G O .L r. r 1 n  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s , 

� C--, \.Z:JVC-:"" _/,;,_ , _ . 
C l y d e  T o o l e  

/�_p;h£� 
G e r a l d  M i l l  
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Dr, Clayton NicIDl. 
SIS Project Monaqer 

E 5 1 8  

School District Number T wenty�Five 
Bannock County, Pocatello, Idaho 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  O F F I C E S  1 E D U CAT I O N  C E N T E R  1 3115 P O L E  L I N E  R OAD 

P .O .  B O X  1390 1 ( 2061 232·3563 

P OCAT E L L O ,  I D A H O  63201 

March. 7, 1988 

U, S. IJepartmi!J1t of Erm:'gy 
785 lXE Place 
IdMv Falls, IdMv 83402 

Dear Dr. Nich:>ls; 

PI ....... /ICcept this written testinony regaz:ding t/'e propoeed SIS Project at 
INEL. 
First, I w:JUld 11.1", to trupIlOrt tte location of t/'e SIS Project at INEL .... 
owoeed to other alternative Bites. Tha banaf1cW 1Jrpoct to our econany 10 
needed and desirable. 'lb! people of Southeast IdMv h.aV'e general! y accepted 
nuclear techoology and t/'e operations totUch. ant currently present at INEL. 
second, I h.aV'e read tte Draft EnviIonnental lJIpIct Statenent - lXE/EIS-0136, 
and w:JUld l!Jce to direct tte major p:>rtion of my camento to t/'e iJrpact of t/'e 
proJX>8al up:>n tte p.1blic ech.ool. located in Sch.ool Di.trict No. 25, in t/'e 
l.'Ixatello - CJ:ruIb.>ck area . 'lb! draft, UTder Iblt1ne Nonradiological 
(poratlonal InplctS - Soc ioecorw::mic lJIpIctS, ire ludes tte .tatenent that 
.. . . .  peak 2-year period of h.1ring migllt contriblte to overc� of selected 
sch.ools; • . . .. It is my asBUllption that this statenent is directed to IdMv 
Falls Public Sct.:x>ls . I 88SUIT'e this because it is my opinion, U 
Superinterdent of Sch.ools in Sch.ool District No. 25, that ro adverse 
rnrerc",.,..rn,g w:JUld occur in Sch.ool District No. 25 sch.ools. In fact, a strong 
case can t:e rrade for locating sate of the manufacturing facili::.ies, contractor 
and construction facilities in the Pcx::atello area . Several I1un1red children 
can l:e aQjed to the sct.:x>ls in District tt>. 25 witOOut any serious 
rnrerc�. ().Jr current projections stu.< that "" will have a sUgilt 
decrease in students in aIr sctools over the rext few- years unless aare change 
occurs . I have attactEd a copy of our enroll.nent projections . 
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School District No. 25 has a strong record of quality student perfonllllTCe . 
One measure \IE use to carpare our results with other echcx>l systms is 
atarrlardized.. national tests . Each year selected grade levels are tested. ard 
results give an irrlication of R::M" \JEll orr students have mastered basic 
subject IMtter . Erclosed you will fird a three year history of our test 
results for certain grade l"""ls. O.>r graduates are copoble of ccrtpeting at 
any level ard perform as well as graduates <>cross the country. 

As I view the possibilities in the Po::atello-Chu.l::blck area, I am confident 
that the needs required to locate the SIS Project at lNEL can be net very 
_11. O.>r area provides good l:uildiJ1g OWOrtWlities, both for rosiness ard 
residential h:::rusing. IcIa.OO State tJn.iversity stDuld be considered an excellent 
tool to give extended educational owortunities to site a!ployees . 

My contacts with the rosiness camunity in our area lead ne to believe that 
our camunity is anxious to have the SIS Project at INEL. 'lb> inpoct will be 
\lrelccrre ard (X>8itive. 

S1ncerely, 

J2� 
Superintendent of Schools 
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USOLUTION . :; 11!J / 
SUPERCONDUCTING SUP�R COLLID�R PROJECT 

A JO I N T  RESOLUTION or THE C I TY OF NAMP A ,  IDAHO; THE NAMPA CHAHIU.:R 
or COMMERC E ;  AND THE NAMP A INDUSTR I A L  CORPOkAT ION EXPRESS I NG 
SUPPORT rOR I DAHOS ' EFFORT 'ro ReTA I N  THE SUP ERCONOUCT I NG SUPER 
CO!.LIDEA PROJeCT AT THE I DAHO NAHONA!. ENGINEEI<ING !.ABOkATOIIY . 

WHEREAS, t he Idaho Depa r:-tment of Conuner:-ce 19 see k ing t ha.t the 
Idaho Nat ional lng i.nee c i ng L..tbo c a t o c y  near Iddho Fa l l s  be ' , ' 
de.19nated as the s i t e  for the nat ional Super conduct in9 SUP&! .  
Col l ldec Project . .:J.. : 

WHEREAS, t he Superconduct lng Su�er Col l ider P ro ject "'OU1� ' ," .'�_ 
brinq liqn i f lcant employment and IItcoCiomic opport un it ies t o  s'tal� i 
of Idaho. �. 

WHEREAS, the Superconduct ing Super; Co l l ider P lio ject loIou 1,'d 
ceco9 n i le 11)st i t u t e s  o f  h i gh e r  education ", l t h \ n  the S t a t e  of�; l�c.lh." 

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T  RESOLVED, t hat the Mayor and C i. t y  C:�Ufl(: ' I 
of t he C i t y  of Nampa , Idaho, t he Nampa Chamber of COhIIIe cce ; '�nd i.' 
the Nalftpa lndust t i a l  Corpotat 1.00 he reby auppoct Idahos ' ef fo-!,-,,�:'�:�� 
ret a i n  the nat iona l Super-conduct i ng Super Col l id e r  project at�'(hVi;. 
Idaho Ma t iona i  En g i neer i ng Labo r a t o r y  near Idabo Fa l l s .  ,1, .. ';-1. 
DATED t h l  • ..L.2!! day ot .:J-��-.. , 1 98 7 , 

' 

7 �\; 
C I TY or NAMPA: 

Q" " - ���' 
t1 /; . 

Hayor � . , '''';J.. 
' w  f ii � " {/ 
__ L-nyL ( - . 'f ,,� - -
�tt est : C 1. t yCie r k. "" " � ' f! 

NAMPA CHAHHEH. Of' COHHERCJ;; : 

. ,;�t�L_Ck.A._��, 
P r e :i .id�nt 

NAMPA I NL>U�;T H I A L  CUKI'VHA"I'tuN ' 

,!JJA. ' LtJ , £ 
" , � � : i I f'> r� .  - - .. 'j . ':' / ' ; , L:U"�t / �. j i, 

-� .. -

Dr,  Cl ay Ni cho l s  
Idaho Operat ions Office 
U , S ,  DOE 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fa l l s , I D  83402 

Dear Dr . Ni chol s :  

E 5 2 0  

R e r r:: r V F: D  
MAR I D j�8 

II$ P....., Ofiq 
I - r: lkif 

A I- li fe 

I n  the past thi rty�seven years the peopl e o f  Eastern Idaho have worked 
hand� i n� hand wi th the vari ous governmental agenc i e s  ( DOE be i ng the 

l atest ) to develop  a premi er Engi neering a nd Research fac i l  i ty ,  now 

know a s  INEl . 

We a re greatly impressed with the record es tabl i shed at this  fac i l i ty 

and with  the concern demonstrated , by the Department of Energy, for 
our commun i ty .  env i ronment . and personal wel l � bei n g .  

N o t  only wo u l d  t h e  establ i s hment o f  t h e  S I S  program at I N E L  keep t h i s  
l a boratory o n  the cutti ng edge o f  technol ogy � which w e  have toi l e d  
l ong a n d  hard to achieve, but we must l o o k  t o  the benefits t o  be 

deri ved personal l y ,  as a communi ty ,  as wel l  as a state.  

S I S  wi l l  bri ng our state l ong and short term employment,  a l a rger 

revenue base for s tate and 1 oca 1 taxes . but mos t 0 f al l ,  a future 

for our fam i l ies through better educational  opportuni ties . 

S I S  wo u l d  be welcomed by the p i oneering peo pl e of Idaho ! 

Si ncere l y .  

(?�, �Ju-}tJ "--
063 
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Greater Pocatelo 

;�"'�f� 
Chcn1ber Of Canmerce 

Febru8ry 29, 1988 

ro, Directors and Hmt>ers 
Greater Pocatello c:::h5tber of Camerce 

flh Dick Conroy, Econanic Affairs VP 
lIE, SIS PR:J.ID:T SUPPORT 

I E C F I V � i  
MAR I 4 19JY 

"'''� Offlll 
I!I ��mn 

,_ T /itI --7'- I - l� 

The pt:qX)Sed SIS Project. at INEL is of vital econcrnic concern to the region . 
The Chant>er strongly suworts this project and needs your help to express 
that support at the SIS draft Envi.romental Jnpact Statement hearin9S in 
IdaOO Falls on Friday, March 25. I ' d  like to request that you tesitfy, either 
orally or in writing, at the hearings. '1'0 do this , you IfllSt sutrnit a written 
request by March 18 for tine on the agenda for oral testirronv or sutrnit your 
written testirrony to: 

Dr. Clayton Niclx>ls 
SIS Pl:oject Manager 
u.S. DepartJrent of Energy 
785 IXE Plaoe 
Idaho Falls , ID 83402 

Oral testina1y will be taken at. the University Place building which is on 
the corner of University Place and Science Center Drive in Idaho Fa.l.Ls . 
The lEarings will be held in two .sessions, fran 2-5 p.m. and fran 7:00 p.m. 
to whenever necessary for cr:rrpletion on Friday. March 25. Individuals will 
be limited to five minutes of testiJrDny and organizations (such as the 
c:twrber) to ten minutes by a single speaker representing the organization. 
(� President, Dick Sagness, sbould make this presentation for us if he 
can. ) 
If you cIxlose to sutmit written testirrony. I have been assured that it will 
receive equal consideration with oral testinDny by the review paneL Written 
testUronY will be accepted by IXE fran Febru8ry 22 through April 21 .  It 
is inportant. �, that we get as many witnesses to testify as possible 
because the m.trber of subnittals, both oral and. written, on each side of 
the isSlE will have sam inpact on the final decision. 

'1hls project carries enorJII>US potential for SOUtheast Idaho. The Environ
nental Inpact Staterrent ocnpares the relative i.npacts of constructing and 
q:erating the project at lNEL (IXE's preferred site ) versus constr:uction 
at. KBnford, Washington, or savannah. River, Georgia ,  or taking no action ( i. e .  
do no t  cons tJ:uct  " new project anywhere ) .  The project i s  s cheduled  for CDnS
tJ:uction fran 1989 through 1993 with start� in 1994 . During construction, 
about 400 tmporary jobs will be created. During q>Br"tion, about 390 
pe:.mBl'leIIt jobs will be filled. The project will require total constr:uction 

oai? North Main. Suite A • P.O. Box 626 • Pocatello. Idaho 83204 • (208) 233-1525 
0 3 '8 

5'd.l* 

costs o f  about $50 Ilion. cperating costs are e ...mated t o  be about $50 
million J:er � after startup in 1994, of which about $17 million in salaries 
and benefits and another $10-15 million in supply and service costs will 
flow directly into the Southeast Idaho econany. If we can cause Sate of 
the manufacturing facilities, CXJOtractor .readquarters, and construction and 
q:erating personnel to locate in the Pocatell<H:hubbuck area, a very favorable 
increase in our tax base will result . We intend to pursue these q:plrtlm
ities vigorously if the project is approved. 
Your testirrony sOOlld be based on your awn phrasing of any or all of the 
following topics ( if  you, indeed, support the project ) ,  

1 .  That the envi.ronrental, health, and safety iJrpacts at the INEL which are 
described in the draft Ecxmcmic lnpact Staterrent appear to be equal 
or less than tbJse projected for the other t\lroO alternative sites and, 
in any location, appear to be minimal and nonthreatening. 

2. that the Southeastern Idaho econany is in great need of a major Ile'tIrt' devel
cprent and. is fully capable of supporting such a project with existing 
transportation, energy, educational, and local gJvernrent infrastructures; 
the econanic benefits to the regional econcmy wiil far outweigh any 
envi.romental or social risks inherent in the technology. 

3 .  'Ihat, as a long-term resident (nention l'lI:Jw many years you have lived 
in this area) and Idaho business person ( indicate the narre of your 
tusiness or mployer), you feel that the INEL is ideally suited for this project and. that the local tusiness cx::mtIlI1ity is strongly supportive 
of the INEL site. 

4. that the Pocatel..lo--Ol1lbbuck area is now capable of providing sites, build
ings , and an extremely well-trained and. stable ...urk force for ccrtpOnent 
manufacturing and contractor � functions; we have major educational 
and training facilities at �SU for specialized ...urk force needs; and 
we have a .large and reasonably priced private hare inventory available 
for project errployees .  

5 .  Any other caments that you consider to be pert inent t o  support the 
project . 

If you wish to look at the draft EIS, we have a copy available at the Olantler 
office. 

Please infcmn the Olsrt:ler of Camerce of your intentions . If we have enough 
peq>le to testify orally, we can look into chartering a bus to take us to 
Idaho Falls . Please call Hory at the Chant>er offioe ( 233-1525) and tell 
ter if you will sutmit written or oral testirrony. 

'l11ank you for helping the c:::hmber Ec:onanic GrcMth Council support this project, 
and I look. forward to seeing you at the public hearing in ldaOO FZllls on 
March 25. 

Very truly yours, 

A.R. Conroy 
Chai..nnan, Greater Pccatello 
Ecr.nanic Growth Council 

( 2) 02/29/88 
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y , - ::r-)JL � / {_ r. HI/I 
To Be I ncluded I n  Testimony Presented At The Department Of 

Energy Hear ing of the Speci a l  I sotope Sepa r a to r .  

I am Kathe r i ne H .  Troutne r ,  2 0 5  South Walnut Stree t ,  Bo i s e ,  

Idaho 837 1 2 .  

I wish t o  g o  on record a s  a s trong opponent o f  the Spec i a l  

I sotope Separator . I would h a t e  to s e e  o u r  state ( or any 

other s t a t e ) a l loy this letha l program. The United States 

a lready has enough warheads to produce a catastrophic end 

for the wor l d .  We are currently faced with waste f r om INEL 

contamin a t i on of our Snake River acqu i fer . Do we need more 

waste? Do we need trucks on our h ighways carr y i ng this 

cancer producing mater i a l ?  Temporary economic bene f i t s  are 

not worth the d i s taff effects of an 5 . 1 . 5 .  proj ect ! 

It is t ime the people of Idaho rea l i ze the horrors inVOlved . 

Let us keep Idaho as unpolluted as pos s i bl e .  Nov and for 

future generations ! 

Please reg i s te r  my nega t i ve opinion regarding the 5 . 1 . 5  . .  

H .  Troutner 

01'1 

R E (,: I: I V E D  
MAR 1 1{  1988 

Jill.,... Off'-
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POCATELLO CARDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES 

L10Vd S. Call. Prot. 0 

Fello .... American Collele of Cardiology 

Diplomate AmeTican Board of I nttrnal Medicine 

Nonlnvuive C,udioloiY 

Benjamin F Call. M. 0 

Board Cenif,ed in CardiologV 

[nvu,ve and lIIonll\\lUIVe CardiololV 

Dr . Clayton Nichols 
SIS P'roject Hanager 
U • S. Depar tment of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Palls, Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr . Nicho l s :  

A Plofullional "Uocluion 

(1081 2:14·2001 

I--
, March 9 ,  198� 

RE: SIS Project 

-r f-kd  
:fdi-

IJ52 E .  Center 

P.O.  80)( 4 5 1 6  

I'tIaIll!Uo. [daho8J20S 

This letter is in strong support for the SIS project at INEL. Several items 
are significant . One is that the environmental health and safety impacts have 
been adequately evaluated. As an individual who professionally does some work 
in nuclear cardiology, I am moderately familiar with the problems that are associated 
with nuclear projects such a s  SIS. I t  is my hope that minimal a t t ention will 
be paid t o  the uninformed , partially informed , and less-than-logical testimony 
that will surface • 
The Southeast Idaho economy is capable of supporting this project with minimal 
additional stress t o  the economy . The benefits to Southeast IdahO ' s  regional 
economy far outweigh any other problems. In addition t o  this , the economy does 
need such a major development . 

I have lived in Idaho throughout my lifetime. I was born in Rigby, reared in 
Pocatello. and returned here for medical practice after having a t tended university,  
medical school, and some t ime in the Navy. I feel very competent in submitting 
testimony that the INEL is suited for this project and that the general business 
community as a whole is very supportive of the INEL site.  

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  

5 . 27 . 6 . 1  

Being a residenl of Pocalello, I feel i t  i s  only reasonable to reinforce that 
the Pocatello area is capable of providing additional sites, buildings, and that 

5 2 7  1 1 we do have a c apable and s t able work force here which would have a substantial • •  1 .  
effect on the long-term success of the SIS.  Idaho State University has the support 
of the area and the state for developing projects that may be needed and of additional 
research projects that may be of value. 

I would encourage your support of this proposa l .  

Very truly yours . "  

. /  c ____ �_' - .J� E C E ' ' ' E D  
., Lloyd S. call,  H . D .  

LSC/cc MAR 1 4 1988 .�:'.toll0_ c c :  A. R. Conroy 039chairman. Greater Pocatello Economic Growth Council 
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Dr.  Cl ay N i c hol s 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  DOE 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fal l s , l D  83402 

Dear Dr.  Ni chol s :  

E 5 2 4  /_ r Ih/l 
j- :;; /(" 

7/-�fo('-< 

I n  the past thi rty-se .... en years the people o f  Eastern Idaho have worked 
hand - i n- hand w i th the vari ous governmental agencies ( DOE be i ng the 

l atest ) to deve l o p  d premi er Engi neering and Research faci l i ty . now 

know as INE l .  

W e  a re greatly impressed w i th the record establ i shed at  t h i s  fac i l i ty 

and w i th the concern demonstrated . by the Department o f  Energy. for 
our communi ty .  envi ronme n t ,  and personal wel l - bei ng . 

Not only  wou l d  the establ i shment of the S I S  program at I NEL  keep this  
l a boratory on the cutt i ng edge o f  technology .  wh i ch we have to i l ed 

l ong  and hard to achieve,  but we must l ook to the benefits to be 

derived personal l y ,  as  a commun i ty ,  as wel 1  as a state . 

S I S  wi l l  br ing o u r  state l ong and short tenn employment, a l a rger 

revenue base for state and l ocal taxes , but most of al l ,  a future 

for our fam i l ies  through better educa tional opportuni ties . 

S I S  wo ul d be wel comed by the pi oneering people of Idaho ! 

054 

Si ncerel y ,  ;£ ��iE� ' V E D  
MAP 1 0  1988 

SIS Projec:I 0ffIc. 

Dr . Clay Nichols 
Department of Energy 785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83402 
Dear Nr . Nicho l s : 

E 5 2 5  
/ 7� �/� rlM/ . '- � T Idaho Fal l s , Idaho 

I·larch 1 1 ,  1988 

�y now, you are probably fiehting your way out o f  a sea of paper ,  y e t  
h o p e  y o u  w i l l  have the endurance to r e a d  through this l e t t e r .  

I a m  the daughter o f  a n  Idaho farmer who loved t h e  land as I do . I 
have l ived in the Snake River Valley for over 60 years , experiencing 
flo o d s ,  drou�ht B , three-week b l i z zard s ,  deaths of new born bab i e s ,  a�d a 
smallpox epidemic - - then final l y ,  t h e  devastating l o s s  of my parent ' s  
farm , lives tock and hom e .  ,roly father ' s  spirit was broken for a lone whil e ,  
but h e  carried o n ,  working for o ther farP.lers , and fo r the Bonnevi l l e  
Sportsmen ' s  Pheasant Farm u n t i l  his death in 1957. M y  mo ther , w h o  ,-rill 
be 94 o n  April It will always call Idaho Fall s  her hom e . 

In 1974,  in answer to my l et t e r ,  DOE sent me an 8-10 l b .  b o o k ,  
explaining why Idaho w o u l d  make a good was t e  repos itory for "temporary" 
storage o f  nuclear was t e .  (L.. realize some o f  the material I am enclosing 
i s  outdated , but t h e  geoloei cal format i o n  remains t h e  sa me ) . 

I would like to insert here a quote from Ency c l o pedia Brittanica, Vo l . •  3 ,  
p .  212 . " • • •  Basalts may be broadly divided o n  a cheMical and petrographi
cal b�sis into two main groups - the calc-alkali and the alkali bas2.1 t s .  
'Basaltic lavas are frequently spongy and pumiceous , especially near the 
sur:fac e ;  and the s t eam cav i t i e s  become filled w i t h  s e co ndary minerals as 
cal c i t e ,  chlorite and z e o l i t e s . Calc-alkali basalts which include the 
theo l i t e s  ( basalts with lime-poor pyroxene ) predominate among the lavas 
of orogenic belts and their flows may build enormous plateaus as in wash
ington and Uregon o f  the u . S . , in t h e  Parana basin in So . Amer i c a ,  and in 
t h e  .ueccan o f  India • • • •  II 'l'he Snake .ttiver Plain i s  also mentioned on p . lO ? ,  
Encyclopedia brit tani c a ,  vo l .  2 3 .  

I add this material for two reasons : First o f  all , m y  parents used to 
haul cedar wood fr0m t,he lavas , where the INEL now s i t s , as did many o f  
our neighbors . (haul cedar , that is . )  After a picnic lunch, m y  sister and 
two smaller brothers would run, dance and jump on the lava beds , fully 
cautioned o f  the dangerous fissure s .  ( We were all aware th;:.\t uncle KO S C O ' S  

horse had s tumbl e d  right over ther e ,  and h e  had to b e  shot because o f  a 
broken l e g .  He rolled down into the f i s sure which b ecame h i s  grave . )  
We ' d  bring home a s irup bucket o f  broken lava pieces and t o s s  them into the 
garden d i t ch to watch them float. Are some forms o f  lava light weight and 
foamy? Do men like apple p i e ?  

The s e cond reason is thi s :  I was fortunate enough to have a researche d ,  
illustrated artic l e , "America l s  Moons'Cape " ,  published i n  t h e  June , 1970 
issue o f  Travel Magazine ( as i t  was then known ) . 'l'h e  contents concerned 
the Craters o f  the Moon Nat .  Monument . :t'rom then on, I had more and more 
doubts about the ;' B i t e "  having been placed over ti(r'e� rvrdqUifer. 

G30 M4\R 1 4 1988 
lIS Pn>jod 0ffI0t 
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hY father , alway s the adventurer, was fascinated with Lrleger counters tin the 50 ' S f and for three autumns , he borro .... 'ed one and traveled alone to 
some secret spot in the Lo s t  River J'Ilountains . Supposedly , he was den 
hunting _ su c cessfully, too , but told his family later that the Geiger 
counter "went a little crazy " in one special area • .l1e spent many hours 
digging and perhaps irradiating himsel f .  We cannot know, but he d i ed from 
bone cancer at age 6 3 ,  weighing 85 Ibs . ,  after 18 months of cruel pain. 

Three years ago , my eldest daughter , who lives in 'facoma, but was born 
and lived here for 22 years , developed a mal ignant tumor on her right 
cheek (Parotid gland ) . During surgery , they also removed the right �al ivarJ 
gland . �he refused chemo therapy , opt ing to diet and take her chance s .  She 
has had no cancer recurrence, although she now battles diabetes . 

Y ou yourself are aware of the countless cancer deaths in this area. 
Perhaps it has touched your family . 1 cannot fail to mention the many 
b i zarre , unexplainable allergies and skin disorders we now end�re here . 

I could write a chapter on my son-in-law, at1ex-l,avy submarine man. who 
3erved on the �autilus and Sea W o l f .  ln 1968-6�, at the height of the fury 
�f the v i etnam struggl e ,  my son served the year as an Army �omb�t ��gi
neer . That speake for i teelf . 'l'he word s ,  "uranium . strontium-90 , cesium. 
pluto nium . napalm , Agent Orange and M-16 I e "  are anathema to m e .  

So , dear friend, 1 a m  s aying II�O ! "  to �IS . G o d  h a s  b e e n  generous with 
tiis gifts to ldaho . It i s  our moral duty to proteet them for our children 
and our grand children. ��en now , the great-great grandchildren are s inging 
songs of Friendship and Peace. 

,hile we strive to benefit humanity, let it not b e  in a destructive 
waY ' Let it be for life ! 

P . S .  Kindly excuse my typing errors and 
"You t re not a spring ehicken any mrJ're. \I 

Mrs . Evelyn K. Leonardson 

525 walnut ,18 

�. & /,!,� Idaho Fa�s ,  IdahoA3402 / ( 

erasures .  my dodtor say B :  

E . K . L .  

�A-

r> " < CIt ... » ... ... Z m 
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TIle present EROA program for nanag ... ent of radioactive waste can be 

conveniently di scussed In three parts differing In basic objectives. 

T .... lnal storage or disposal of wuta,  develop .. nt of procusls for 

preparation of wute for di sposal and the developntnt of a Glnlr1c 

Environmental Impact Stata..nt In support of thl overall wast. IIInage-

IIIJIt progr .... 

T .... ln.l Storaoe Prooram 

8y law IIId regulatlon3 the Fedlral Govlrn .. nt ;hrough ERDA Is charged 

with constTuctlon and operation of a' facf llty for disposal of high-level 

wastl. P.en4l ng rulemaklng by NRC is expected to extend this obl 1gatlon 

to wastes containing transuranlc wastes ,  viz pl utonium americium, etc. 

TIle present program is based on the prior work of thl AEC of thl 

past 15 years. I think It is of Intlrest to pohl.t out that sinci the 

mid-1950's ,  the guidance of the National Acad8"l)' of Sciences/National 

Research Councf l has been provided. Th. flnt chart (Figure 1 )  shows 

the flavor of th.lr findings over the Ylars . 

�lac_nt In � sta�. ge�fo� has
.
been !�en..:!� 

u thl !alst practl cal , en vi rollanta l ly satisfactol')' disposal IIIthod 

reasonably avaf lable In .th.! IIIfd 1980's for high-livil and trlllsuran!: 
� Of COUrsl the final lvaluation from an envirollllllltal standpoint 

will not lie CGIIPI.ta until compl.tion of the SEIS this year. 

3. rrierv RiOrganlzat1on Act of. 1974 lIIet· Applndlx., F to. 10 Cl'R 50 of the lIRe "-glilations. , 

',"? DC--

, ���s Of geologic fD".tlons ara bel1lvee! to be Sltlsfactory 

far .-..osltol')'-�. c;rntalllni rack (l!Lch .. granite or baSllt) 

and the '''lIll�IClDus raw (such u shalls) .  TIll fol lowfng charts 

(FIlii"" ��, lIId_4) show thl l� of mjor fo�ns of � 
of thes�. Same 45 of the contiguous 48 states are associated 

with at llut one of. these arajor fo .... tlons. 

TIl. preslnt ERDA tararfnal storage program provides for the lccatlon of si tes fc 

I repositories with the first two rlceivlng waste In  1 985 (Figure 5) .  The 

oth.rs are expected to fol lov at about two or more year Interval s .  

Because o f  the extensive experience with salt In the past AEC programs , 

the first two reposltorl.s are expected to be In salt .f.onnations. TIle 

four fol lOWing sl�s_are expe.ctee! to be In both crystall ine rock 

and argi llaceous for.natl ons. Suitable fOlT.lltlons of e.ch type are 

now known so the basic thrust of the program is the location of suitable l ocal 

ulIIIples of the fonnatlon free of local defect, I.g. , free of circulating 

water wi th potential for reaching the biosphere, free of lIajor cracks , 

appropriate s.islllfc prospects , ItC. 

TIle mjor schedule IIIflestones for the program are showTl On Figure 6. 

TIOO repository sites are schedul.d for selection about the end of 1978, 

with Initial I 1censed operation of the facl l 1tles to begin In 1985. 

Figure 7 is III artist's concept of what a pennanent di sposal repository 

ar1ght look 1 10. OIIr present planning provides for three distinct phases 

In the history of such . repository. The first would be • test phase in  

which the waste would be kap readfly retrievable,  wi th a design cri terion 

of being able to remove the waste It about the sa.., rate with which it was 

�t?� 
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):5.0. box 7564 
boise, idaho 83707 usa 

26 February 1 988 
Clay nichols : 

There Is no greater honor In this mortal l ife that that Of being 

persecuted by profane authority for Christian acts done In 

obedience to. for love of and In the Holy name of Jesus Christ . 

Just as there is no more Ignoble, dishonorable and 
self-condemning enterprise than the fabrication of engines of 
death, or of components thereof . 

my contribution to all the moral dwarfs who do the latter with 
thermonucle·ar k1lling materials and devices Is attached, and It 

was inspired blJ your present efforts to have me -- and those like 

me -- interrogated, intimidated and d iscredited. 

. 

+ $.JoCeprel 

Enc!. ( I )  

.. � C E ' V E C 
t, l. IIIU 

fEB � ,-

.;h-
� ..".. � -rh� � �d 
.,.TC. '11I .... refl_H 

Cru oJ �� 'lnnoc!!:r!q 
(To the poet -farmer, Heslod .. , aod to his muse, Calliope) 

lrom t/lir typlum'f ri'Vell bear<! 
uner _ at IIvtuI prophecy. 

In �ce so ur&eDL. 
in p'-lingo so ienore<!. 

Its seed is _ 1rith sob< at innocence _. trom shrieIa at 4mId. 

lor there are = at the darlI; : 
EngiDeo at the Sons at 

the end at the end at the 
FitIh Race. 

JIellj .. charie4 With name._ 
v""'" by1Br thaD hell', tlsslparous-� 4De;t . 

lIore horrible thaD 
lethal ri<lo2le:. 

Be,ond all 
obocene chlmerIcaIs. 

Its soUl Is broken and � With pain. 

lor ri'ge!'S at I>ollecI blood 
maycame to COUr'S8 fiaJdrat'9ital llOld 

and bury them In :brouds at SCOI'ch-ed InIIl. 
lor UlODf at the race at Iron do IID1 

ce.e trom otter:inll to rip the Sky 1rith bloocled Ieeth . 
To try the taces at their 

Children. 
To COISl them to 

obli'riom OQ Iit\olea IlUNDdr at 
i.aIltb1ie ._ 

and or Asphodel. 

-- serglus 

Copyright C) 1 988 

[ 26 D  '88 I 
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BE RLL YOU CRn BE: 
WORK FOR TRUTH, 

PERCE G JUSTICE 

---7' /- i!,e' Y . 
/- r. 111// :� :�. I- D 8�� 

P.O. Box 7561 - Boise - Idaho 83707 - USR 
De8r ILtlRev.} Larry IPrles. [rlminol Invesll& .. tlon DiviSion 801 ... PD l :  
Greetln&., Peace 8Ild B1esS!n&. I Hope t h  .. t oi l  yo ur  construcllve errorts are &oIn& ",,11 8Ild th .. t God oontinuos to oonfer upon you His ab\llld8llt &race. 
This time. pi ..... permit me .. retrospective look .. t the conditions rurroundln& our 
first meetinll: 8Ild to orrer th .. t I am, hopef\Jlly . ..  much of 8Il .. vid opponent of 8IlY 
abuses of civil PO'OeN os you are of ... t8llism and of ethnic supremacy. So. wuld you 
consent to receivinll: .. brief Inform .. tion 8Ild suuestion ? VeiL here &ces : 

More oOen than not p�&um rem to respond to citizen. yho eritlcize their 
morol VIe." and thelr Imp.ll)Wieties or serVIce choostn&..nlllm:� 
coneerns to 1 ..... enforcement .. uthority. Proyj<ljn&..!lm:nY .. t l .... t .. t&¢it -- thOUCn �p'ubUc -- onertjon thol they retard such COllS1IlU!jonolly:� mremons os P.Qtentiolly crimjnaL ! viII not arM the em In2Lml) that thi. i' a 
form of f .. ciS!D,�,Jll2YI:ll.ilILqujte iMlioe4 to ilijnk that jt j. 
Bein� the one vho delOlt .. tes h .. its distinct adventOE:es, by the .... y. The l .. v reqUIres 
Ihat civil ri&hts defen<lants be limited 10 those vith 'dlrect personol involvement in 
the constitutionol violation." Th .. t they, themselves. commit the \IIIl .. vfuI llet or that 
they, them.sel�. be present vhen ruch acts occur. Thus -- OS; an 8XMlP'le .- a mayor 
or a federal bureau m8f)aeer or eyen 0, chief or �i��� 
from such sui ts because their <Jirect �J>.:§:tion cannot be shovn. Vherep the �II: in their -names' voUl4 be liable. even jf foUoyjn& .. direcl 000 Thus. 
the rules for S 198') and those for soldiers in combat under the &eneve Convention 
are quite dirrerenl. 

�. ! C8!) absolUlelY.ml.ll:!L't2.II.JlW the nexI lime 8!)Y...OC...lM..pJAmLiJl...llll 
February 26th scenario ttv to lest 816 ",ojn on First Amendment i .. ue:,j.l�'L&1l1 
p� 

And I sincerely hope thot. if they do press me. you are not 8llY per! of il. So ... hy not 
¢OIl:ri<2er' lettine. your bos, do the .:Seedt, himself ? Or .ven Dirk. Or Dr. Clay:-

ShaJOIQ. 
Cepreii 

bec: 

R E C E I V E D  
MAR 1 10 1988 

SIS Projecl ()tI;,. 

';''1/t;.'Ti; . •�. -
(� I...J . 

BE RLL YOU CRn BE: �- . / - ;",1. 81....;; 
I I 

• WORK FOR TRUTH < ,--: 
, - :fA 

PERCE G ruST ICE !, :' � :  �. �: : ') 
FEB 2 6 19&)  
, �:: P.O. Box 756"1 - Boise - Idaho 83707 - USR _ .. ,�c� _. ' . . ,) 

1 8'.-.... 1_ ��-·_--i {-, --� --
Oay Mlchols Jluclear Holocaust Advocate 
SIS Project 
IJIl!L 

'0 ...... 

If me cannot bom from the Dam Testament 
that the Living I:hrist totalIg rajects deadlg 

violence ... and the praparatiDll for the doing of 
deadl!l violencli ... 
od advocaqr far the commissiDll of acts of deadlll 
violence... and supporting or encouraging or 
ramming those mho advocate or participate in 
pr1!JIarations for or acts of deadlll violenca ... 
mhether such be private persDlls or agencies or the 
state ... 
than me understand nothing of 
His P1!I"Son ... 
nothing of 
His message and seryJl11la. 
For His ars the clearsst of all teachings, 
and to igDora them is to 
igDors Him. 
Bnd such must me�, inevitablg, 
persDllal and everlasting catastrophe. i s;:,;.  ... Ce� 

R E C c: ! V E D  
FEB 1 9 \988 

51$ boj_ Ofn.. 
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March 1 7 ,  1988 

Mr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operat ions O f f i c e  
U .  S .  D e p a r t m e n t  of Energy 
Jl85 ooE PIa ce 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83402 

E 5 29 

ROY F. MILLER, SR. 
755 \lest Center S t .  
P .  O . Box #1090 

Pocatello. Idaho 83204 

/1 
I�r � 
( � t;fo 

Here is s t atement in favor of the SIS which I should like t o  
present a t  the hearing o n  March 25 a t  t h e  2 P M  hearing i f  
p o s s ib l e .  

121-

Sincerely .11.-... .1 �/ V 
ROY

-
P

-:" MILLER, SR. 

R E C E I V E D  
MAR 1 8 1988 

iii PnIject 0ffD 

" I\ft 1 8  1988 
project ota. RO� F. HILLER STATEMENT SIS HURING IDAHO FALLS , IDAHO 

I am Roy F. Hi l ler , S r .  of P o c a t e l l o ,  Idaho. I have been a re8 i dent o f  Pocatello 
most o f  my Ufe. -I have been i n  busine!ls in Pocatello since 1935 . I am in favor of 
SIS because of the imp a c t  i t  will have on the economy o f  this area. I t  ta going 
to bui l t ;  80 Southeast Idaho should have the bene f i t s .  

T h e r e  is a g r e a t  deal o f  ml n s i n formation b e i n g  peddled about the SIS projec t . 
As a lay pe rson I am not going to correct t h i s .  The s cienti fi c  community can 
very w e l l  set the record s t ra i gh t .  The opponents o f  SIS would have U8 believe 
we should live in a riskless socie t y .  There is no such thing. 

These same opponents are obsessed w i t h  a paycholoRY of fear. They are afraid of 
new technology. They do not understand that human kind makee no advan.:::e when 
they are dominated by har. A great pres i dent once said "You have nothinliJ to 
fear b u t  fear i tsel f . "  

I n  tod a y ' s world there is a fundamen t al truth that the ae .:::urlty o f  oura. lvee 
and o u r  childrea is non e').18tent when it reau on the gootivill of totaUtariane. 
The only genuine security i a  a defenJIe aaainst the aggre •• or--a d.fena. badr.ed 
by the w i l l  to resist and the .:::apa.::: i t y  to win. Su.:::h a de fenae 18 the ul t imate 
deterrent for it threatens the aggresao r ,  not with retaliation, but wi th 
f a i l u r e .  ,\ defense that defends does not need the approval of the aggresao r . 

C u r rently WI:': arl:': basking in t�e Eupho ria of world pl:':a .:::e sold to us by 
the slgning of the recent arms reduc t i on treaty by our p resi dent and lea der 
o f  the Soviet govern.en t .  But under this treaty we d i d  not b a r t e r  away our 
defense posture. 

The S I S  i s  oart o f  this country ' s  aUl:':na l of de fense and must be built i f  
are,  t o  !I'!� i n t a i n  our d e f e n s e  s y s t e m .  

T h e  o p p o n e n t s  of the S I S  have n o t  learned the main l e s s o n  o f  hi8 tOry which i s  
that Clen do not l e a r n  i t s  le8sons. Many o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  forces need to be 
reraifttied o f  the words exc hl:ned i n  the head l i nes . when :{ev i l le Chamberlain, 
P r i me ."1 i n i s t e r  of G r e a t  o r i t a i n ,  in 1938 on re t u r n i n �  f ror.! the :-tunich meeting 
with Adolph H i t le r  @ x c l a ime d , " See here is a paper that bears his name . "  

There was great j u b i la t ion over the p reserva t i on o f  pe ace . but i n  that 
period when most o f  the leaders o f  the free world thought all was we l l .  
;.: i n5 t on Church i l l  stood up i n  the Eouse o f  COl'Ullons and 5aid : "�'hat I find 
unendurable is this !lense o f  our exis te nce becoming dependent upon their 
goodw i l l  and pleasure . . •  This is only the f i r s t  sip , the f i rs t  foretaste of a 
b i t t e r  cup which wi l l  be p r o f i � red to us year by year unless by 8upreme 
recovery of moral ht!;1 1 t h  and ma r t i a l v i g o r ,  we 3 r i s e  a g :!. i n  and take our . t and 
[or f re e dor.: 3S in .:d d t! n  ti:r.e s . "  

I t  i s  hlgh t ime we receognize the fac ts o f  U fe and that unless we wish t o  become 
an appeasing weakling. we a rise and st and for freedom. In this .tand for 
f reedom we should ma i n t a i n  those items of our defense o f  IJhich SIS i5 one of Knat 
i:;,po r t a n c e . 

Tilt: S I S  w i l l  ;:,e built-- t:lot eccnomics o f the whole s i! : '.J a t ion makes the 
I :\EL 5 i t e the l il � i c a l  locativn . ;:!7.;;L� ?  
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D r .  Clayton Nichols 
SIS Project "anaqer 
U .  S. Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, I d  83402 

Dear Dr Clayton: 

E 5 3 1 
1 _  T. I-I, l l  . 
,. t> .  'E," l �t4l�\) 

/ " '::ftl .. � R E c c l l l t D  
MAR 8 1988 

SIS Project � 

I would like to take this opportunity to express IIY support for the S IS 
Project as proposed for the I daho National Enqineerinq Laboratory in 
Southeast Idaho. 

Aa a concerned resident of Idaho, I have taken SOllie tilile to consider the 
objectiona of the opposition to thia proposed project, and have COllie to the 
conclusion that the risks to the environment are not nearly as drallatic as 
they (and specifically the Snake River A l l iance) would like us to believe. 
I n  that reqard, I suspect that there are other environllental issues in this 
state which could be addressed by this or other qroups except for the fact 
that these issues don ' t  have the national exposure and sex appeal that they 
require to draw attention to themselves . 

The moral issue reqardinq the use of the plutonium which will be produced 
b y  the SIS Project is another .atter for all of us to cons ider. Taken to 
the extreme, I doubt that anyone with a social conscience sliqhtly more 
sensitive than that of Dr . Stranqelove really admiras the illplications of 
nuclear weapons . As a practical matter, however, this is not a 
consideration to be addressed in the context of the decision to locate S I S  
in Idaho. 

What is ililportant to lIIe ,  and I expect to the majority of people livinq in 
Idaho, is the tradeoff between the environ.ental risks and the expected 
econo.ic benefit to be derived froll this project. From the DOE point of 
view, you have to consider both the politics and the econolllics involved in 
decidinq on a location for your project. Froll the political sida, I doubt 
that the resistance indicated i n  this state is no lIIora or less than that 
would be experienced in any other state. Viewed froll the econolilic side, I 
believe that Idaho has alot more to offer than any other location. 

As you are well aware, the State of Idaho is in dire nead of sOlie type of 
new induatry, particularly in the southeast portion of the state . This 
arqulII'l't could also be used by aillost any rural aqricultural area of the 
country today. However, the existanca of the INEL, and the infastructure 
already existant here, precludes the conaideration of aillost any other 
area. 

There are also a number of very positive arquments for locatinq the SIS 
here in southeaat Idaho. Allonq thOlle are: 

1. There exists in this part of the state an abundance of extrallely 
affordable housinq . People 1II0vinq into this area are q01nq to be 
pleasantly surprised when they discover the variety of properties available 
and the prices for which these properties can be obtained . In the 
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Pocatello area - with which I 8111 .ost familiar - there a r e  for example a 
nUlllber of ranch type proper tie. in hillside and valley locationa which 
could not be purchased for several times price 1n other areas of the 
country. 

2. Also in this area are a nUlllbar of exiatlnq co •• ercial buildinq8 and 
facilities available for either Q'0vernlllent use or for private cOllpanies 
necessary to support the SIS project over the lon9 tarm. 

{ I n  this reqard, there are those who contend that SIS will look to out-of
state contractors to provide the Q'oods and services necessary to support 
the project. Obvious l y ,  there may be ele.ant. of the project that cannot 
be adequately provided by companies that exist, or could be establishad, 
here. However , I think that all of us would like to see indications by DOE 
that we would be qiven the opportunity to either expand on our current 
capabilities here in this area, or brinq in new industry to this location, 
to provide as much of the supportinq aystells as is practical .  There can be 
no lonq tera economic benefit froll thia project without that co •• at.ant 
froll the qovernlllent . } 

3. There exists here in this area a stable labor pool which can be 
utilized for any number of require.ants that the project may have. Where 
specialized traininq may be required, we have the capabilities of Idaho 
State University at our disposal as w.l l .  

{Here aqain, sOlie concern has been expressed that a labor force will be 
brouqht in froe other locations, thereby denyinq jobs to present local area 
residents . My personal view is that this is a rather shortsiqhted 
pos ition. Brinqinq in techn ically qualified people to this area can only 
have a positive impact on the reqion . The assuaption should be that 
additional jobs will be created aa a result of the support systems provided 
by the local cOII.unity. Moreover, if this cOlilmunity is qiven the 
opportunity to provide these support systems, certain industries lIIay evolve 
which find a .arket outside the INEL and outside the state boundaries 
well to provide additional jobs and additional incolle for the reqion . }  

4 .  As an active lIIember of the local Chamber of Comllerce, and as an 
independent businessaan, I all aware of a concerted effort by this co •• unity 
and this reqion to support the S I S  project in both the short and the lonq 
terlil. I alii convinced that both the Depart.ent of Enerqy and the State of 
Idaho will benefit by the location of S I S  in this area. 

In sU.llary, I fully support the location of S I S  in southeast Idaho and look 
forward to this eventuality . 

e�9.��--
Owner � 
Western COIIIPuter Products 
1926 M. Mink Creek Road 
Pocatello, ID 83204 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4 

\\Jl� 



· , ';,- � i 1 � � .  � 

t t � r J. � \� J j 1  
l� f �� �  

494 



� 
1.0 
(.J"I 

1 . 1  

5' . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 29 . 3 4 

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 7  

3 . 2 . 2 

D R .  CLAY NICHOLS 
SIS PROJECT 
785 DOE PLACE 
IDAHO FALLS , 1 0 .  83402 

GENTLEMEN: 

E 53 3  

MAR. 2 1 , 1988 

THIS LETTER I S  I N  RESPONSE TO THE PROPOSED S I S  
PROJECT FOR OUR AREA . I A M  IN FAVOR OF TH� PROjECT IF WHAT I UNDERSTAND IS CORRECT. 

1- 1-,J.v �/_r: � 

IF THE RADIOACTIVE WASTE MATERIAL IS WELL WITHIN 
THE LIMITS SET AND I T  WOULD BRING MORE JOBS TO OUR 
AREA , I T  WOULD SEEM THAT IT I S  A GOOD BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR IDAHO FALLS . 

ONE COMMENT MADE TO ME WAS THAT SUCH WASTE W I LL 
BE BROUGHT FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY TO BE PROC ESSED 
HERE . I ' M  NOT SURE THAT I FEEL VERY GOOD ABOUT 
THAT BUT AM DEPENDING ON THOSE PEOPLE MORE KNOW
LEDGABLE THAN ME NOT TO JEOPARDIZE THE ADVANTAGES 
OF THOSE LIVING IN THIS AREA . 

I HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT THOSE WORKING ON THIS 
PROJECT WILL PUT I N  PLACE A PROGRAM BOTH GOOD 
ECONOMICALLY FOR US AS WELL AS S A F E .  

117 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS ,  �� � 
MRS .  MARY JAYNE R I G BY 
2324 NO . 26TH. WEST 
IDAHO FALL S ,  1 0 .  83402 

R E C E I V E D 
WR tU 
IIl.bI.IMt � 

D r .  Clayton Nichols 
SIS Project Manager 

E 5 3 4  /7 1 - J� 
/" I ·  T Hill 

U. S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Id 8 3 4 0 2  

Dear S i r ;  

A s  a long t i m e  resident of Southeast Idaho, I would 
like to voice my support of the S I S  project to be 
located at the INEL s i t e .  

The environmental , health and s a f e t y  impacts of the 
INEL would not be any more or less than those projected 
at ·the other two alternative s i t e s .  All these issues 
would be under strict quidlines and regulations and would 
be minimal and nonthreatening . 

The Southeastern Idaho economy is in a depressed state 
and is in great need of a new development to boost the 
economy. We have the necessary construction workforce 
ava i lable for such a project . 

The surrounding areas of the INEL Site are able to offer 
necessary hou sing , education and training for any 
specialized needs. The businesses in these areas are 
also in favor of this project . 

I strongly support the S I S  Project being located at the 
INEL Site . 
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Very truly your s ,  t�. �a , /�
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TH0f,4AS G Io4INON 
WIlCll VU ""'DIUNT �' ''''''''' 

H a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 8 8  

D r . C l a y  N i c h o l s  
I d a h o  O p e r a t i o n s  O f f i c e  
U .  S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  En e r g y  
7 8 5  D O E  P l a c e  
I d a h o  Fa l l s , 1 0 .  8 3 4 0 2  

R E :  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e Se p a r a t i o n  

De a r  S i r :  

I s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  S I S  i n  I d a h o . M y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  
t h a t  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  I d a h o a n s  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I t  
w i l l  h a v e  8 m a j o r  o n  g o i n g e f f e c t  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  
f o r  o u r  s t a t e . 

P e o p l e  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  r e s i s t e d  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  b e  
n e ga t i v e  t o  a n y t h i n g  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  I N E L  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  
f o r t y  y e a r s  - I d a h o  n e e d s  t h i s  p r o j e c t . 

Si n c e r e l y , 

� (E �  
T h o m a s  G .  M i n o w  

TGM / b" 

3 9 8 0 y  

115 R E C f l V E D 
WR 1 8 1-

&IIi� ota.  

E 5 3 6  

City of Pocatello 
M U N ICIPAL BUILDING 

P.O. Box 4169 
902 E. Sherman 

POCATELLO, IDAHO 83205-41 69  

1_ T· iJ!iA -1 1 - .." A.f.J/ 

March 17 ,  1988 
R E C E I V F: D  

MAR 1 8 1988 
Mr. Clay Nichols 
SIS Project Manager 
Idaho Operations Office 
Department of Energy 785 DOE P l ace 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83402 

SIS P"Q��ct Office 

Reference: Publ i c  Comment to 
Separation Project 

Draft El$ for Special I sotope 

Dear M r .  Nicho l s :  

I want t o  express strong support for the proposed S I S  Project at 
the INE L .  A s  a native Idahoan, born and raised in Pocat e l l o ,  I 
believe I represent a l a rge majority of our residents who also 
endorse the proposal . 

Having reviewed the Draft E I S ,  I f a i l  to see any unusual or 
s i g n i f icant dangers for our c i t i z e n s ,  even in a worst-case 
scenario. 

The beneficial impacts cannot go unnoticed and I urge the DOE to 
favor the site s e l ection at the Idaho facility. 

The Poca t e l l o  area can provide site s ,  buildings, and an extremely 
we l l - trained and stable work force for component manufacturing 
and contractor support function s ;  we have major educational and 
train ing facilities at ISU for speci a l i zed work force needs; and 
we have a large and reasonably priced private home inventory 
available for project employees . 

The Special I sotope Separation Proj ect is a good project for 
southe ast Idaho and I give it my wholehearted support . 

17J� RICHARD . 
MAYOR 

RSF/plm 
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-----)-, _ {11r-

Dr . Clayton N i chols 
S I S  Project Manager 
U. S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Id 8 3 4 0 2  
Dear S i r :  

4939 Eli zabotb 
Pooatello, ID 83202 
Marcb 17 , 1988 

As a long time res ident of Southeast Idaho, I would 
l i ke to voice my support of the SIS project to be 
located at the INEL s i t e .  

The envi ronment a l , health a n d  s a f e t y  impacts of the 
INEL would not be any more or less than those projected 
a t  the other two a l ternative sites . All these issues 
would be under strict guidlines and regulations and would 
be minimal and nonthreatening . 

The Southeastern Idaho economy is in a depressed state 
and i s  in great need of a new development to boost the 
economy . We have the necessary construction workforce 
available for such a project . 

The surrounding areas of the INEL S i te are a b l e  to offer 
necessary housing , education and training for any 
specialized needs . The businesses i n  these areas are 
also in favor of this project . 

I strongly support the S I S  Project being located at the 
INEL S i te . 

1 1 3  

ruly your s ,  � jf:{��/ kpatr1ok, L.P. N . , R .C .  

� E C E I V E O 
MAR 1 9 1988 

III PftIject � 

[ 5 3 8  
I_ r. �  --7' t - :tile 

WELDING, SAFETY, MEDICAL GASES & SUPPLIES 

1 1 2 1  W Amity Rood • Boi,e, Idoho 83705 • (208) 336- 1 643 

March 1 7 ,  1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

Dear Dr. Nichols, 

After investigating all of the infonna tion, pro and con, regarding 
the location of the Special Iaotope Separator in Idaho, I wish to 
s t rongly endorse this program for our state.  Idaho desperately needs 
the type of activity that will attract the quantity and quality of 
people this program will bring to our s ta t e .  

I moved f rom Boston to Boise so my family could share i n  the environ
mental life that Idaho offers . No one is more concerned about keeping 
our environment safe. After investigating the impact of the S . 1 . S .  
program o n  the environment , I am convinced i t  will b e  a s t rong con
tribution to making our state an even safer area in which to raise 
our children' 

!Q KEEP .!E@Q GROWING � NEED � 

� 
President 
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1 98 N Ov.rland 
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Nampa. Idaho 83651 
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TO: Mr . Clay Nichols 
SIS Pro j ect Manager 

E 5 3 9  

Idaho Ope r a t i o n s  Office 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
I daho Falls , ID 8 3 4 0 2  

FROM: S andy Glover 
3 8 1 0  Mounta i n  view Dr . 
Boise , ID 8 3 7 0 4  

D A T E :  March 1 7 ,  1 9 8 8  

SUBJ : Test imony for S I S  hearing 

/J 1- T, (/U-t 
( - 'f JL.-

R E C r: I " ':: ,0 
AIIIR 1 8 1988 

11$ "IO/ect � 

I am wri t i n g  to register my concern about the S I S  pro j e c t  in 
general and p l a c i n g  it in I daho , speci fica l l y .  

My concern in gene r a l  i s  f o r  t h e  wastes a n d  products o f  this 
project . Y o u  have heard the concerns befor e :  t h e  was t es a n d  
products o f  t h i s  project w i l l  be with t h e  e a r th f o r  w h a t  seems 
l i ke forever to me . 

I am most concerned for I daho . Besides the s t o r a ge of wastes 
there will be i n c r e a s e s  in the pot e n t i a l  for radi a t ion exposure 
during transpor t a t ion . 1 have looked at the dra f t  environmental 
impact s t a tement and many times it is s t a ted that the pote n t i a l  
t h r e a t  to humans and t h e i r  environment is b e l o w  what is cons idered 
hazardous to humans . This s t a t e ment is made many t i me s .  

What about the cumulative e ffect o f  a l l  o f  the negligible ha zards: 

I daho ' s  roads are s o me of the poorest in the n a t i on . Their 
c o n d i t i o n  will add to the pote n t i a l  for accideRts during 
t ranspor t .  

Please weigh a l l  o f  these factors c a r e f u l l y .  Don ' t  carry the 
pro j e c t  any further , anyplac e ;  but most o f  all not in Idaho . 

Respe c t f u l ly submi t t e d , 

� �  
S a ndy Glover 
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Mr . Clay N i chols 
I daho Oper a t i o n s  O f f i ce 
U. S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE P l ace 
I daho Fa l l s .  I D  83402 

Dear M r .  N i chol s :  

E540 

, .r: � 7 1- :rJh-
l E C F ' '' � D 

MAR 1 8 19811 
8ibJllloll otfD 

My name is Ra lph Dav i d  and I l ive a t  5 8 1  Terrace Dr . , Idaho Fa l l s ,  I D  
I d a h o .  am employed a t  WINCO - I NEL a n d  hav.e l ived i n  
I d aho for � yea r s .  

The S I S  i s  a program v i t a l  t o  the economy o f  Idaho , a s  we ll a s  being 
a proj ect n e c e s s a ry to the defense of our coun t r y . I s i ncerely urge 
the loca t i on of the p r o j e c t  a t  the I N E L .  

Very truly you r s , 

�ffiil;e 

� 
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Mr . C l a y  N i chols 
I d aho Ope r a t i o n s  O f fice 
U. S. Depar tment of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  I daho 83402 

Dear Mr. Nichol s :  

E 5 4 1 ;;, { - r /I-dL 
...-r J I -.:f� 

R E C E " ' t: D  
MAR 1 8 198H 

$IS � 0ffIc00 

My name is A n i t a  David a n d  I l ive at 5 8 1  T e r r a c e  Dr . 
Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho _ I am a housewi fe and have l ived i n  
Idaho f o r  5 0  yea r s . 

The S I S  is a program v i t a l  to the economy of Idaho , as w e l l  
as be ing a proj ect necessary to t h e  d e f e n s e  of our cou n tr y . 
I sincer e l y  urge the loca t i on of the p r o j e c t  at the INEL . 

Very t r u l y  you r s , 

�k KM"J 
S i gneo 

oso 

E 5 4 2  

GEM STATE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. ( _  T � 
1 - 'fAlL " g.""", U",�!I.J" � 

365 South Arthur 
Boll 1787 

POC:ATELLO, IDAHO 83204·1787 
Phone 232·6061 

March 1 7 ,  1 9 8 8  

� E (' t: l " t: l) 
MAP 1 8 19HH 

.s&5 I'IDject 0ffIc00 
D r . C l ayton N i c h o l s  
S I S  p r o j e c t  Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE P l a ce 
Idaho Fal l s ,  I daho 
8 3 4 0 2  

Dear D r . Nichol s :  

Gem State Mutual supports the proposed S I S  project a t  INEL and 
feels that t h i s  p r o ject is economica l l y  important to Southeast 
I daho . We r e a l i z e  that there are many concerns in regards to 
t h i s  project and w i s h  to b r i ng up the fol lowing points in 
support of the INEL s i t e .  

1 .  Env i r onme n t a l  I mpact - In the Envi ronmental Impact 
Statement , wh ich compares the relat ive impacts of 
constructing and ope r a t i n g  the SIS project at the three 
proposed s i t e s ,  the impact on the envi ronment appears to 
be m i n ima l and nonthreaten i ng ;  and the INEL site appears 
t o  be equal or more favorable than the othe r two s i te s .  

2 .  Economic Bene f i t s  - Southeastern I daho i s  i n  grea t  
need of t h e  economic benefits t h a t  would a r i se f r o m  the 
cons truct ion and ope r a t ion of this project and has the 
resources needed to support this project . 

3 .  Project Suppo r t  - T h e  Southeas tern Idaho bus i ness 
commun i t y ,  i nc l u d ing Gem State Mutua l ,  suppor� the S I S  
p r o ject and feel t h a t  t h e  I NEL s i te i s  idea l l y  s u i ted t o  
t h i s  project . Also Southeas t e r n  I d a h o ,  because of the 
I NEL s i te , a l ready has the ed ucational and t r a i n i ng 
fac i l i t ies for spec i a l i zed wo r k  force needs . 

Southeast I daho is loo k i n g  forwa rd to having the SIS Project a t  
the I NEL s i te a n d  w i l l ing t o  wo r k  towards that goa l .  

Oii 
n � I  

S i ncere regards , 

c .  GEM ST}\�� J� �� 
p re s ident 
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�i w Magnuson, McHugh & Company, P.A. 
Cerll/ied Public Accountants 

March 16, 1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
U. S. Department of Energy 
785 Doe Place 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

Dear Dr. Nichols: 

/r / - t- Ildi. / 1 / - J--i4 

R E (' r ' \f � D 
MAR 1 8  198a 

_ """" 0HI0e 

I wish to support the location of the Special Isotope Separator in Idaho. Th is 
is an important project for all Idaho because it adds to the EmPloyment and tax 

base, and expands the research capacity at this site. 

If there is anything else I can do to signify or reinforce my support ,  let me 
know. 

;J�1-:&< 
fa 

082 P.O. BOX 1379. 1121 MULL\N AVE . COEUR 0' AIENE. ID 8381" • (101) 667-�91 
P.O. BOX I'�. m MAIN ST1lEET . SANDPOINT. ID 8386C .  (208) 1M-4662 

Route 5, Box 189 
Blackfoot, Idaho 83221 
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MODERN MILLS Rockford. Inc. 

T Ik'<- :r� 
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Or . C l a y t on N i c h o l s  
S I S  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r  

M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 8 8  

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  
7 8 5  OOE P l a c e  
I daho F a l l s ,  I d a h o  8 3 4 0 2  

D e a r  O r .  N i c ho l s :  

lIS Project Offlo. 

I am w r i t i n g  to y o u  in r e fe r e n c e  to t h e  S I S  
P r o j ec t .  I am c u r r e n t l y  t he M a n a g e r  a n d  p a r t  o w n e r  
o f  M o d e r n  M i l l s  R o c k fo r d ,  I n c . i n  R o c k f o r d ,  I d a h o . 
I h a v e  l i v e d  in t h i s  a r e a  f o r  46 y e a r s  a n d  f e e l t h e  
I NEL i s  i d e a l l y  s u i t ed f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S I S  P r o j e c t .  
I fee l ,  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  c o n s i de r a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  b e n e 
f i t s  t o  o u r  l o c a l  e c o no m y  w i l l  b y  f a r  o u t w e i g h  t h 8  
e n v i ro n me n t a l , h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  r i s k s  t h e  p r o j e c t  
m i ght h av e .  O u r  e c o n om y  i s  i n  g r e a t  n e e d  o f  n e w  
d e v e l o p me n t . We h a v e  m a n y  a s s e t s  a n d  I fe e l  we a r e  
c a p a b l e  o f  mee t i n g  a l l  t h e  n e e d s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  
f r o m  t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o  e n e r g y  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  

A s  a p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B l a c k fo o t  C h a m b e r  o f  
Commer c e ,  I a m  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  v e r y  
t a l e n t e d  a n d  e f f e c i e n t  p e o p l e  who , a g a i n s t  t h e i r  
w i s he s ,  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  o u r  a r e a  a n d , i n  a l o t  o f  
c a s e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  w o r k  a n d  o p p o r 
t u n i t i e s  w e  c a n  o f f e r  t h e m . We h a v e  m a j o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
faci l i t i e s  t o  t r a i n  i n  s p e c i a l i z e d  a r e a s  a n d  I w o u l d  
l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  t a l e n t  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  w e  
p r o d u c e  s t a y  i n  o u r  a r e a .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
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�fr . Clay Nichols 

1- r IM. 
7/- J;,U R E C F , " r: f)  

MAR 1 B 19tio 
. ,......, Off;o. 

Idaho Operations Office 
0 .5. Department of Enera 785 OOE Place 
Idaho Fall •• ID 83402 
Dear Hr. Nichols : 

fly nMe i8 Lew,. "NUl trl I3t!..&.J t, and I Ii.,.. at Ie 1<7 6'yr .' B I� __ i IJ-; 
Idaho. I am employed at n ... 2c eel .... '''/' � .............. l P/....r-:: and. have liv.d in 
Idaho for ;Y' Z yoar • •  
The SIS i s  a program v i  t al  t o  the economy o f  Idaho t U well M being II. project 
necessary to the defeoee ot our country. I sincerely urge the location of the 
pro�l!ct at the rnEL. 

085 

Very truly yours t 

�--z-..£�2 
Signed 7 

-.� ' \  . ,  
... HYDRO pOWER 

I DA H O  

D r .  Clay Nichols 
SIS Proj ec t Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho ralls .  I d .  83402 

Dear Sir t 

E 5 4 6  

P OVV E R C O M PANY 
Box 460 
Blackfoot, Idaho 83221 
March l a ,  1 988 

� � , _ C/!;tI J;.u.. 
; _ r {./J.,L 

I have examined the SIS-EIS. I ' m  firmly convinced that the report was 
completed by a group of very qualified and reputed people . The report objectively 
evaluates the impacts on the environment of using the latest laser technologies 
in separating desirable isotopes ( including those of Plutonium) at a more ec
onomical rate than the presently used process while at the same time providing 
technological diversity in achieving the crucial and desired product. 

We have absolutely no new source of plutonium in the U.S. with our decreas
ing plutonium stockpile the construction of the SIS is imperative to the 
National defense of this country . 

The Idaho National Engineering Laboratory ( INEL) is an excellent facility, 
and has widespread public support .  INEL has been producing nuclear power 
since 1 95 1  and has the best safety record among the Department of Energy 
fac i l it i e s .  

T h e  S I S  proj ect w i l l  create 4 0 0  construction j o b s  w i t h i n  Idaho and 
750 permanent jobs . This proj ect carries enormous poten tial for Southeast 
Idaho, which we need. 

I have been a resident of the State of Idaho for 45 years . I am employed 
with Idaho Power Company and have been for 30 years , and I feel that the 
INEL is ideally suited for this project. The local business community and 
myself is strongly supportive of the INEL s i t e .  

100 

Very truJ 

/f 
y yours, 

;;Jo£91� 2064 H
' H rbison 
Ighland 

: 
Blackfoot 

Dr. 
, Idaho 83221 
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For the hearing record 3/16/88 for S I S ,  

I d o  n o t  w i s h  that SIS  shou l d  b e  placed i n  Idaho or anywhere 

e l se in the country. I k.now not the answer to the worlds 

probl ems, but I know nucl ear weapons wi l l  end the planet 

earth. 

Mary Wel l s  
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1248 YELLO'NSTQNE. BUILDING C 4 POCATELLO. 10 83201-2902 
208-237 -1522 

d/b/a NUTRI/SYSTEM WEIGHT lOSS CENTER 

Dr. Clayton Nichols 
S I S  Project Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 OOE Place 
Idaho Fal lS . ID 8)402 

Dear Dr. Nichols , 

E 5 4 9  

March 1 5 .  1988 

/_ T .JJd( 
�/ - lkLt 

As a small-business owner ,  I am very interested in the S IS 
project as it affects US in this area . 

After hear ing the negative comments re environmental or s o cial 
risks . I am convinced that the positive effect would far outweigh 
the above mentioned problems . We in Southeastern Idaho so badly 
need a boost to our economy . 

Our area is certainly capable of providing not only excellent 
s ites , build ings , etc . but by utilizing the tremendous benefits 
prov ided by Idaho State University , this is a prime location. 
We will all benefit . 

088 

Sincerely , � ll(otIW 
Joan I�oller 
Owner 

R E r r ' ' ' t: D  
MAR 1 B 19H� 

lIS Pn>jecI ()ffD 

E 5 50 

• -0,--11: 'P 'Littlet� 'Irut---------

March 17, 1 988 

Dr. C l ay Nicho l s  
Idaho Op�rat ions Off i ce 
U . S. Department of Energy 
785 DOE P l ace 
Idaho Fal l s ,  ID 83402 

D •• � Dr. N i cho 1 9 1  

A s  a concerned c i t  i zen o f  Idaho F. l l s and t h e  state of" I d aho, I 
w i s h  to eKpress my 5upport for t h e  location of" the Spac i a l  
I sotope Separator proj@ct a t  t h R  Idaho Nat ional Eng i neering 

Laboratory. 

The scient i f i c and econom i c  bene f i t s  to southeast Idaho, 
d i rect ly, and the state o f  I d aho, i n d i rect l y ,  wou l d  be 
t remendous for the t h i rty-year l i fe of the f"ac i l i t y  and beyond 
that far into the future. The advanced technology i n vo l ved i n  
the project wou l d  at t ract great indust r i a l  a n d  educat ional s p i n
offs f"or Idaho. Econom i ca l l y  t he i mpact of" 800 new joba and 
est i mated annual opera t i n g  eK pand i t ures o f  over .SO m i l l ion, i n  
add i t ion t o  t h e  some 400 Job. and one-h a l f  b i l l ion d o l l ar costs 
involved i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  devel opment /construct ion phase w i l l  
great l y  h e l p  t o  �nap Idaho out of" t he econom i c  d o l drums i n  which 
we have l i ved in recent year •• 
The SIS project i s  a t remendous opport u n i t y  for I d ahoans t o  show 
t h e i r  support f"or eKpanding and . t a b i l i z i ng t h e i r  econom i c  and 
empl oyment ba... We are a K c i t ed about t h i s  project and w i l l  do 
whatever we can t o  insure i t !i  locat ion at the I . N. EIt'E C � ' V E D  
S i ncere l y ,  �A-<-

. David Hand 098:3eneral Managar 
L i t t let ree Inn - Idaho Fal l a  

Idaho Fallll - 888 N. Holmcs - Ict.ho Falls, Idaho 8�1 
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Member, American Gem Society Idaho's Oldest Jewelers 

/_1' �l/ 
? 1_ 1 / 1� 

M a r c h  1 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

M r . C l a y  N i c h o l s  

I d a h o  O p e r a t i o n s  O f f i c e  

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  

7 8 5  D O E  P l a c e  

I d a h o  Fa l l s ,  I d .  8 3 4 0 2  

D e a r  Mr . N i c h o l s : 

M y  n a me is Le x L .  H a r r i s o n  a n d  I l i v e  a t  1 3  C e d a r  H i l l s ,  

P o c a t e l l o ,  I d a h o . I o w n  H a r r i s o n ' s  J e w e l e r s  a n d  h a v e  

l i v e d  i n  I d a h o  f o r  3 7  y e a r s . M y  f a m i l y  A n c e s t e r s  g o  

b a c k  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 ' s  i n  t h e  P o c a t e l l o  a r e a . 

T h e  S I S  is a p r o g r a m  v i t a l  to t h e  e c o n omy of I d a h o , 

we l l  as b e i n g  a p r o j e c t  n e c e s s a r y  to t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  

O u r  c o u n t r y .  I S i n c e r e l y  u r g e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I N E L . 

v 

H)6 

R E C E I V E D  
MAP 2 1 1938 

SIS Project 0ffI0, 

103 S. Main 81r ... . Pocatello, IdIIIo l3204 (201) 232�%1&4 Pin. Rktge Min • o.ubbuctl:, IdIIIo 83:20:2 (201) 237 ... 

E 5 5 2  

�O��D@� J. f t  SIMPlOT COMPANY I P.O. BOX 912 1  POCATELLO, IDAHO 83� 
(208) 232"6820 (PLANT) ! (208) 233-1500 (DIVISION OFFICES) 

MA.JJC. JNC 

MINERALS .. CHEMICAL OIVISION 

Ma rch 2 1 ,  1988 A 
/ _ r )/MJ 
/ _  1; /C 

M r .  C l ay N i cho l s  
I daho Opera t i on s  O t t f ca 
U. S. Depa r tment at Ena r S y  
785 D O E  P l ace 
J daho Fa l l s ,  I daho 83402 

Oear H r .  N i Cho l s :  

My name i a  Wenda I I  R .  Boaen and I J i ve a t  659 Fa i rway 
Dr i ve ,  Pocate l l o ,  I daho. I all empl oyed a t  J. R .  S i . p l o t  
Company and have l i ved i n  I daho t o r  over 5 0  y e. r a .  

T h e  S I S  1 s  a p r o i ram v i ta l  to t h e  econollY o t  I daho, •• 
we l l  a .  b e i n g  a p r o j e c t  neCeBsary to the d e t en.e o t  our 
coun t r y .  J S i ncere l y  u r g e  t h e  l ocat i o n  o t  t h e  project a t  
t h e  I NEL. 

WRB: I I  

090-

S i ncere l y ,  

�. 
En g i neer 
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® CIRCLE A l�o���!RUCTION 
P.O. Bo)( B Phone (208) 734-5533 

(_ 1: fki1. � /_ 1-liv TWIN FALLS, IDAHO 83303-0015 

Mal'ch 1 6 ,  1 988 

Dr. C l ay N i ch o l s  
I d aho OpRr a t l ons O f f i c& 
U . S .  Department o f  Energy 

785 DOE P l ace 

I daho Fa l l Sl ,  10 83402 
Re : S pec i a l  I sotope Separator 

Let ter Of Support : 

I h i g h l y  support locat i ng t h �  S I S, SpRc i a l  I sotope Separator, 

in Idaho. BecaU5e o f  t h e  economy i n  the s t a t .  today t h i s  

project wou l d  bene f i t  great l y .  

�� 
MA/bd 

091 

R E C " " 
MtI! J 8 ,�, 

_lJvject Ot 

E 5 5 4  

VM. A. HON REAL ESTATE 

QMMERCIAL SPECIALISTS � DEVELOPERS � Il'lVESTMENTS 

March 16, 1 988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
U. S. Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 

RE: Special Isotope Separator project 

Dear Dr. Nichols, 

(208) 343-7!S14 

Box 828 

BOISE, IDAHO 83701 

/- r �;;( A 1 - li1e--

This is to advise you that I am strongly in favor of the above project. It would be 
8 shame if the project should be stopped or delayed after all the work that has been 
done on it. The INEL site must be the best location for this facility in the United 
States. The good that it will do for the State of Idaho is obvious. 

Sincerely, 

W M .  A. HON REAL ESTATE 

� 
WAHine 

094 

R E C F r V E D  
MAR 1 8 1918  
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E 5 5 5  
/ _  t, IJ.vIJ ?�-1i/� 

Dr . Clayton Nicho l s  
S I S  Project Manager 
U. S. Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Id 8 3 4 0 2  

Dear S i r :  

4939 Eli zabeth 
Pooatello, ID 8)202 
March 17 . 1988 

As a long time resident of Southeast Idaho, I would 
like to voice my support of the SIS project to be 
located a t  the INEL site . 

The environment a l ,  health and safety impacts of the 
INEL wou ld not be any more or less than those projected 
a t  the other two a l ternative s i t e s . All these issues 
would be under strict guidlines and regulations and would 
be minimal and nonthreatening. 

The Southeastern Idaho economy is in a depressed state 
and i s  in great need o f  a new development to boost the 
economy _ We have the necessary construction workforce 
ava i lable for such a proje c t .  

T h e  surrounding areas o f  t h e  INEL S i t e  are able t o  offer 
necessary housing, education and training for any 
s pe c i a l ized needs . The businesses in these areas are 
also in favor of this project. 

I strongly support the SIS Project being located at the 
INEL Site . 

Very t r u l y  yours , 

V{1:K� / -��urneYID:&n Ironworker 
Local 7 3 2  

127 

R E C E I V E D  
MAR 1 8 1988 

SIS Project 0ffD 

[ S S G  

Hunter Construction, Inc. 
Construction · Consulting . Engineering and Design ... ILl "  1487 North Cole Road . Boise, Idaho · (208) 376-4095 / - T _ � 

March 1 5 ,  1988 

Dr. C l ay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
U. S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fal l s ,  1 0  83402 
Dear Dr. Ni chol s :  

-/J J -:t-<ffi 
""'R f C I: / " I:n 

afAR 1 8  198� 
SIS Project Office 

I want you to know how strongly I be l i eve we need the S . I . S .  i n  Idaho. 

I started contracting at the I . M . E . L .  i n  1956.  My old company sti l l  
contracts there. I was at One time or another involved i n  every area 
out there in Construction , Desi g n ,  Design Construct and the negotiated 
assembly of  ZPPR and other reactors for Argonne. 

I know the impact this work has on the entire area from Sal t  Lake to 
Montana ,  and Wyoming to Oregon . 

The safety record is second to none, and as the o l d  c l iche ' goe s ,  there 
is more bang for the buck here than at any s i te i n  the United States. 

I wi l l  continue to pul l for you l oca l l y  and nationa l l y. 

� · 11 '� p;:.trulY your 

Joe W .  Hun� 
JWH/lgw 
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" Na�g!i] �v """"I'm"" .9Ju., 
REAL EST ATE · INSURANCE • PROPUTY MANAGEMENT • APPltArSAlS 

PHONE: &23-8080 

Or . C l ay N i c ho l s 
I daho Operat ions O f f i c e  
U .  S .  [JOE 
785 DOE rl .ce 
Idaho r o l l , . I D  83402 

Dear D r .  N i c ho l s :  

862 So. HoI_ A ... - P O. 10. 2427 

IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 83401 

[H REALTOR-

I, (, ./f,'11 � I , :/,I IU 

I n  the p a s t  t h i r ty-seven years the peopl e of Eas tern Idaho have worked 

hand - i n-hand w i th the v a r i ous governme n t a l  agenc i es ( DOE be i ng the 

l a tes t )  to deve l o p  a premier Eng i neer i ng and Research fac i l i ty ,  now 

know a s  I NEl . 

We are grea t l y  impressed wi th the record establ i shed a t  t h i s  fac i l i ty 

and w i th the concern demons trated . by the Department of Energy, for 

our conlnun i ty ,  en .... i ronme n t , and personal wel l - be i n g .  

N o t  o n l y  woul d the es tabl i shment o f  the S I S  program a t  I NEl keep t h i s  

l a boratory on the c u t t i ng edge o f  techno l ogy. w h i c h  w e  have to i l ed 

l ong and hard to a c h i eve , bu t we mus t l ook to the bene f i ts to be 

d e r i ved persona l l y ,  a s  a cOlllnun i ty ,  a s  wel l as a s ta te . 

S I S  wi l l  b r i n g  our s ta te l ong and s h o r t  term empl oyment , a l a rger 

revenue base for s ta te and l o c a l  t a xe s ,  b u t  most of a l l , a future 

for our fami l i es through better educ a t ional opportun i t i es . 

S I S  wo ul d be wel comed by the pioneering people of I daho ! 

S i nc e re l y ,  

tJLr�D 
023 MAR 1 4 1988 

SIS Project Office 

E 5 58 

" Na�g�'tJ 862 50. I1oI_. " .. - P O. Io. 2./127 

IDAHO fALlS, IDAHO 83<101 

9I:<,uV _',I'm"" �" 
REAlfSTATe • INSURANCE • NOPERTY MANAGEMENT 

PHONE: 1523-8080 

[H REALTOR-, 
I ' r. !l<V 
" 'f,i(; 

Or . C l ay N i c hol s 
-7 

I daho Opera t i ons O f f i c e  
1I. S .  OOE 
IR5 flOE r l a c e  
I daho ra l l , . I D  83402 

lJear Or . N i chol s :  

I n  the pa s t  thi rty-seven years the peopl e o f  Eas tern I daho have worked 

hand- i n-hand wi th the v a r i o u s  governmen t a l  agenc i es ( DOE be i n g  the 

l a t e s t )  to de .... e l o p  a prem i e r  Eng i ne e r i n g  and Research fac i l i ty .  now 

know as I NEl . 

We a r e  grea t l y  impressed wi t h  the record e s ta b l  i s hed at t h i s  fac i l i ty 

and w i th the concern demons t ra t e d ,  by the Department of Energy, for 

o u r  commu n i ty ,  en .... i ronment , and personal wel l - be i n g .  

N o t  o n l y  would t h e  es tabl i shment o f  the S I S  program a t  I NE l  keep t h i s  

l a boratory on t h e  c u t t i ng edge o f  technology, wh i c h  w e  have to i l ed 

l ong and hard to a c h i eve . b u t  we m u s t  l ook to t.he bene fi ts to be 

deri ved personit l l y .  as a commu n i ty .  as wel l  as a s ta te . 

S I S  wi l l  b r i ng o u r  s t a te l ong and s h o r t  term employmen t ,  a l a rger 

revenue base for s ta t e  and local taxes , but most of al l ,  a future 

for our fam i l  i e s  through better educa t i on a l  oppo r t un i t i es .  

S I S  wou l d  be wel comed by the p i oneering peopl e o f  Idaho ! 
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REAlESTATE • INSURANCE • PROPERfl'MAHAGfMlNT • Al'l"RA1UlS 

PHONE: 52 3-8080 

Or . C l ay N i chol s 
I daho Ope r a t i ons O f f i ce 
u . s .  flOE 
7R5 DOE Pl a c e  
Idaho ral l s , l D  83402 

Dear Or . N i chol s :  

862 5<>. HoI_ ...... _ P. 0 . .... '''27 
IDAHO FAllS. IDAHO 83401 

[B REALTOR-

, _ T. r!lil � '_ 'Ii'''' 

In the p a s t  t h i r ty-seven years the peopl e of Eastern I da h o  h a v e  worked 

h a n d - i n-hand wi  th the various governmental agenc i e s  (ODE be i ng the 

l a te s t ) to devel o p  a prem i e r  Eng i neer i ng and Research fac i l i ty ,  now 

know as INEL . 

We are gre a t l y  impressed w i t h  the record e s tabl i s hed a t  t h i s  fa c i l i ty 

and w i th the concern demons trated , by the Department o f  Energy . for 

o u r  communi ty ,  e n v i ronme n t ,  and 'personal wel l - be i ng .  

No t o n l y  wou l d  the e s tabl hhment o f  the S I S  prog ram a t  I NEl keep t h i s  

l a boratory o n  t h e  c u t t i ng edge o f  techno l ogy. wh i ch we have to i l ed 

l ong and h a r d  to a c h i e ve , but we mus t l ook to the bene fi ts to be 

deri ved persona l l y ,  as a cOlffnuni ty ,  as wel l as a s t a te . 

S I S  w i l l  b r i n g  our s ta te l ong and s h o r t  tenn employme n t ,  a l a rger 

revenue base for s t a te and l ocal taxe s ,  but most of a l l ,  a future 

for our fami l i e s  t h rough better educa t i onal opportun i t i e s . 

S I S  wo ul d be wel comed by the p ioneer i ng people of I daho ! 

S i ncerel y ,  � 1� R E C F I V F D  
021 MAP 1 4  198d 

SI$ PIOject Office 
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882 S Holme. Ave - P.O. 80)1.2427 

IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 83403 

#nc, [B REALlOR- 1<1-1 1 1 
1 / 

1 . 
-.-. 1 11 REAL ESTATE ' INSURANCE ' pROPERTY M ... NAGEMENT • APPRAISALS 

PHONE: 523·eoeo 

Dr . C l ay N i chol s 
I daho Opera t i ons O f f i c e  
U . S .  flOE 
785 DOE Pl ace 
I daho r a l l s , l D  83402 

Dear Or . N i c ho l s :  

/! 

In the p a s t  t h i rty-seven years the peopl e of E a s t e r n  I daho have worked 

hand- i n-hand wi th the va rious governmental agenc i es (DOE be i n g  the 

l a te s t ) to deve l o p  a prem i e r  Eng i ne e r i ng and Research fac n i ty ,  now 

know as I NEl . 

We a re grea t l y  i nlpressed wi th the record e s tabl i shed a t  t h i s  fac i l i ty 

and wi  th the concern demonstrated, by the Oepartment of Energy, for 

our commun i ty ,  e n v i ronme n t , and personal wel l - be i n g .  

N o t  onl y wou l d  t h e  es tabl i shment o f  the S I S  program a t  I NE l  keep t h i s  

l a boratory o n  t h e  c u t t i ng edge o f  technology, wh i c h  w e  have to i l ed 

l ong and hard to achi e v e ,  but we mus t l ook to the bene fi ts to be 

d e r i ved personal l y ,  as a convnun i ty ,  as wel l as a s ta te , 

S I S  w i l l  b r i ng o u r  s ta te l ong and s h o r t  tenn employme n t ,  a l a rger 

revenue base for s ta t e  and l oc a l  taxe s ,  but most of a l l .  a futur4! 

for our famil ies through better educational opportuni t i e s . 

S I S  woul d be wel comed by the pioneer i n g  peopl e of I d a h o ! 
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Dwight Jensen 
2 2 3 0  Ga i l  Drive 
Pocate l l o ,  Idaho 8 3 2 0 1  

Dr . C l ayton N i c ho l s  
S I S  Project Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Id 8 3 4 0 2  

D e a r  S i r :  

March 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

/ 
� I -

As a l o n g  time resident and bus i nessman of Southeast 
Idaho I wou l d  l i ke to voice my support for the S I S  
p r o j e c t  to be located a t  the INEL S i t e . 

I believe the INEL s i t e  to be the mo s t  favorable for 
this pro ject . Southeast Idaho has the ccnstruction 
workforce a va i l a b l e  for such a p r o j ec t .  We have the 
necessary transportation, e n e r g y ,  education and local 
goverment i n f r a structures ava i lable for this project . 

T t9-ffl f../-dI 
.1Ak 

The Pocate l l O -Chubbuck area has ava i l able s ites , building s ,  
a n d  an e f f icient workforce f o r  component manufacturing 
ar.d contractor suppor t .  

The economy i n  Southease Idaho i s  i n  a depressed state 
and such a project woul d  be a b i g  boost to a much needed 
increase in our economy . 

The environmenta l ,  health and safety i ssues would be s t r i c t l y  
r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  reg u l ations and would n o t  pose a 
threa t .  

I strongly support t h e  S I S  project a t  the INEL s i t e .  
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II$ l'lOject Office 

Clay Nichols 78S DOE Place 
IdahO Falls, 10 83402 
Dear Mr. Nichols, 

E 5 6 6 

March 12, 1988 

/_ r: /J" I 
? / - .}jIG 

I S3 South Byron 
Shelley, IdahO 83274 

The United States has enough plutonium. The nuclear weapons w e  now 
have w i l l  defend us, in my opinion. 

Additional nuclear weapons would Increase the chances of their use 
because our enemies would feel provoked . 

Our existing talents and materials, w ith the help of PrOVidence, w i l l  
adequately defend us. W e  need the strength t o  trust in that. 

For this reason I oppose the Special I sotope Separation (SIS) Project. The 
needs of our country and of peace, in my opinion, do not require It .  

Let's separate fear from our Judgment This w i l l  be the w isest course. 

062 

Sincerely, 

lJL;k )Jjf.", 
Mike Hoffman 
Cit i zen, Educator 
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Dr . Clayton Nichols 
SIS P r o j ect Manager 

INKOM. IDAHO 83245 
(208) 775·335 1 

U . S .  Department of Energy 7 8 5  Doe Place 
Idaho Fa l l a ,  Idaho 83402  
Dear Or . Nichol s :  

March 1 4 ,  1988  

The purpose o f  t h i s  letter I s  t o  strongly support the 
INEL as the proposed s I te for the SIS project . 

1 )  The safety record at the INEL has been except 1 ona l ,  
espec 1 a l ly vhen you consider most o f  the projects 
have been experimental i n  nature . 2 )  The expe r t ise vhich the O . O . E .  has developed the 
last 30 years at the INEL has got to be a valuable 
plus for the site selection . 3 )  The environmenta l ,  hea l t h ,  and safety concerns vhich 
have been addressed i n  the impact statement aga i n  
point to the INEL as t h e  best location f o r  t h e  S I S .  4 )  Idaho ' s  present economic cond i t i on i s  such that the 
S I S  v i I I  g i ve Southeastern Idaho that much needed 
i n f lux o f  employment ' capita l .  5 )  The State o f  Idaho has expe r i enced a n  out migra t i on 
in populat ion of 4800 betveen 1986 ' 1987 . We need 
the SIS t o  turn this alarming trend around . 

6 )  Southeastern Idaho i s  prepared and v i l l ing t o  accept 
the respon s i b i l i t ies vhich are part o f  a project the 
s i ze of the S I S .  

I n  conclusion, I have been a res ident i n  Bannock County 
for the past 13 years and empl oyed by Ash Grove Cement West, 
Inc . as O i s t r  ict Sales Manage r ,  respons i b l e  for the sale o f  
Port land Cement produced at t h e  I nkom Idaho plant . 

We have been forced to s h i p  our product to ne i ghbor ing 
state s ,  due to the conti nued sagging economy i n  Idaho . I 
f ind it r e freshing that ve nov have a project l i k e  the S I S  
vhich h a s  t h e  d i s t inct poss i b i l i ty o f  turning Idaho ' s  d ismal 
economy around 

Your� t r u l y .  

�6�� . Be itz 

.� {: C {: , ,,  {: 0 
MAR 1 /1 \9&& 
SIS � ()IficIa 
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March ' 1 .  1 988 

Mr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
U .  S .  Departmen t of Energy 
185 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83�02 

Dear Mr. Nichols: 

My name 1s Wendy Hammond and I live at 10 S 655 West, Blackfoot, Idaho. 
am employed at Idaho Power Co and have lived 1n Idaho for 25 years. 

The SIS is a program vital to the economy of Idaho, as well as being a 
project necessary to the defense of our country . I sincerely urge the 
location of the project at the INEL. 
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Dr . C l ay Ni chol s 
I daho Operations Office  
U . S .  DOE 785 DOE Pl .ce 
Idaho Fal l s , l D  83402 
Dear Dr. N i c ho l s :  

E 5 6 9  
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In the past thi rty-seven years the peopl e  of Eastern Idaho have' worked 
hand- i n- hand wi th the various governmental agencies (OOE be i ng the 
l ate s t )  to deve l o p  a premier Engi neeri ng and Research fae i l  i ty ,  now 

know as INEL.  

We are greatly impressed with the record establ i s hed at this  faeil  i ty 

and w i th the concern demonstrated , by the Department of Energy, for 
o ur commun i ty ,  env i ronment,  and personal wel l - be i ng .  

No t o n l y  wo u l d  the establ i s hment o f  the S I S  program a t  INEl keep t h i s  
l a bo ratory on t h e  cutting edge of technology, which w e  h a v e  to i l ed 
l o ng and hard to achieve , but we must l ook to the benefi ts to be 

deri ved persona l l y ,  as a community ,  as wel l as a state . 

S I S  w i l l  bri ng o u r  state l ong and short term empl oyment ,  a l a rger 

revenue base for state and l ocal taxes , but most o f  al l ,  a future 
for o u r  fami l i es through better educational opportuni t i e s . 

r ,  " � D R E C  c . .  
S I S  woul d be wel comed by the pionee r i n g  peopl e o f  Idaho ! MM 1 ' 1981  
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Cloy N i cho l s  
785 DOE P I .  
I doho Foi l s, I D  83402 

D08r Mr. N i cho l s :  

I 8 m  wr i t i ng to express my pos I t Ion regnrd l ng the 
Spec III I I sotope Seperllt I on p I l!nt, proposed for 
construction !!!It the Idllho Nntlonlll Eng I neer i n g  
leboratory, beCllUse I w i l l  be uneb l e  t o  ettend the 
hear I ng5. 

It I s  econom ' c n " y I rrespons I b l e  to bu I l d l!l!nother 
wellpons grllde p l uton I um ref I nery when exI s t I ng p l llnts 
clln meet the demend for the next twenty-f I ve yellrs. 

It Is e n v l ronmentn l ' y t r respons l b l e  to 1 0clIte the S I S  
over Idllho's mllJor source o f  weter, the Snnke R i ver 
lIqul fer, lind nellr 1I mllJor f n u l t  I n  the eerth ' s  
crust. I t  I s  lI i so unrellsonnb l e  t o  construct S I S  
w i thout I!I solutIon to New Mex Ico's underground 
nucl ellr weste storege prob l ems. 

I lIgree thet I deho needs Jobs. I nm lin epprent l ce 
e l ectr l c l en ,  lind the e l ectr lclli  I ndustry needs 1I 1 1 
the he l p  It cnn get. Un fortunllte l y, I n  th i s  cllse, 
the cost lind r I sks exceed the benef I t .  

S I ncere l y ,  

5u.sc.-, {- J !/.I4. .,.e.� 
Susen K. A l verez 
491 0  Gogo St. 
Bo l so ,  I D  83706 
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Mr . C l a y  Nichols 
SIS Pro j ect Manager 
Idaho Operations O f f ice 
u . s .  Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE P l ace 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 8 3 4 0 2  
Dear S i r :  

[ 5 7 2  

A . Clark Wel lard 
1 3 7 5  City Creek Rd 
Pocatel l o ,  Idaho 8 3 2 0 4  
March 1 0 ,  1 9 8 8  

I s t rongly support the S I S  Pro ject f o r  t h i s  area . 
I have been a resident of Southeast Idaho for over 
45 years and feel that such a pro j ect is badl y  needed. 

Our economy i n  this area has steadily declined i n  the 
past few years with the c l o s i ng o f  several large 
companies . Th i s  pro ject would be a great boost to 
our economy a t  this time. 

We have the necessary workforce for such a project 
and would not have to bring i n  a large number of 
new work er s .  We have excellent educational f a c i l ities 
ava i l ab l e  for any needed t r a i ning . 

The environmental i s sues would a l l  be taken care o f  
under current regu l a t ions and woul d  n o t  be a threa t .  
The economic impact on the area would f a r  outweigh 
any environmental r i s k s .  

I have been a busines sman i n  t h i s  a r e a  for the l a s t  ten 
years and as a businessman and a c i t i z e n  I strong l y  pledge 
my support o f  the SIS P r o j e c t .  

V e r y  t r u l y  your s ,  

q� 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1  

6 . 1 . 2 

6 . 2  
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MAR 1 0 19811 
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) {- [J /rAJ. � IDAHO IRON , INC. 
DeKay Road, Tyhee 

P.O. BOX 5370 
POCATELLO, IDAHO 83202 

(208) 238-0661 
� 

STEEL ERECTION, REBAR 
RIGGING, WELDING STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 
AESIDOITIAL 

GENEAEAL INOUSTRIAl MAINTENANCE 
CRANE RENTAL 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 1 l . 3  

6 . 1 .  2 

March 1 0 , 1 9 8 8  

Mr . C l a y  Nicho l s  
S I S  Proj ect Manager 
I daho Operations Office 
U . s .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE P l ace 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho 8 3 4 0 2  
Dear S i r :  

A s  a b u s i ne s s  i n  Southeast Idaho we wou l d  l i ke to 
give our support to the S I S  Project . Southeast Idaho 
is and has been for sometime depressed economica l l y .  
This project woul d  g i ve u s  the boost bad l y  needed for 
this area . We have enough ava i l ab l e  construction 
workers i n  this and surrounding areas so that a l a rge 
i n f l ux o f  construction personne l wou l d  not be nece ssary . 

A l l  environmen t a l  i s s ue s ,  i n c l ud i ng exposures to radio
a c t i ve , hazardous or tox i c  materi a l s  and d i scharge of 
wast water , wou l d  be under regu l a t i ons and woul d  not be 
a threa t .  

W e  f e e l  that this pro ject i s  very much needed i n  t h i s  
area a n d  strong l y  g i ve our support to i t .  

JRW/dw 

056 

Very tru l y  you r s ,  

I DAHO I RON , I N C .  

<J..J4.-GI. cJ� 
JACK R. WOODS 
President R E C' '''' \ ' ' I: O 

_ 1 0 ... 
.. � �  

tiCJ --

March 9, 1988 
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GENERAL CONTRACTING 
Mailing Address -- P.O. Box 1082 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 
Phone (208) 529-0290 

/_ 7 #if 
-71 /� 7 /-

Open Letter in Support of SIS Project 

The staff and employees of C & H Construction. Inc . ..... ish to take this oppor
tunity to voice our support of the anticipated SIS projec t .  

W e  have been involved i n  construction at the INEL f o r  ten years and have seen , 
and have had hands-on experience with the operations at the INEL. ThrcaJgh this 
experience we have gained confidences in the programs and personnel operating 
the programs at the s i t e .  Not only is there a very high level of technical 
expertise, the safety track record has been unsurpassed by any industry. 
Therefore, concerns for public safety should be n i l .  

Furthermore, the jobs created by the S I S  project would b e  a much-needed 
economic boost to the area, and to the entire state of Idaho. Also, technology 
g<;lined through the laser and fiber optics research will be far reaching to 
aid local universi ties , and make an important contribution to medical break
throughs. 

I t  seems very apparent that if the INEL is to maintain its current and 
fut.ure work force. we must pursue new programs. This project can help secure 
that future, and play an importatn part in the National Defense . 

A] 1 of the attributes of the project far outweigh any concerns brought to light 
by a very . very small contingent of people, who look at Idaho as a nice place 
to spend a couple of carefree weeks on vacat i o n .  or who come to Idaho as an 
independently weal thy.  concerned ci tize n .  

Idaho is a great state with recreation and employment f o r  all - i f  w e  have 
the foreSight to look to the future and build a stable econom y .  Projects 
such as SIS can do this for u s .  

I n  closing, both Idaho a n d  the INEL need t h e  S I S  project . 

CAH/ts 

file 

050 

Sincerely. 

4-- 4' 7'--- . E C E , V E D Hanson R Clayne A .  

1 1 1988 MAR 
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PICABO LIVESTOCK CO .. Inc. 
BOX 688 

PICABO. IDAHO 83348 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 
Dear Dr. Nicholas : 

March 15, 1988 

? 

I have owned and op!trated a ranch at Picabo, Idaho and 
a ranch mar the Creators of the Moon for almost 50 yeQr�. 
During that time I have been &somewhat knowledgeable about 
the activities at the lNEL. 

I would like to voice my support for the loea tion of the 
Special Isotope Sep!tration Project at the OOL, Idaho 
Falls. 

From a study of the infanna tion I have been able to read, 

!�s Jr�:�o!:n����t��� t�: ��;iD�;:r���8�f 
Sl��� 

selected the INEL as the prefered Site, I would hop! this 
project will move ahead as planned .. 

Idaho needs the jobs and the advantage of the technological 
expansion that will result from this project. 

Sincerely, ) 

//( ;kdJ)/ f. N. Purdy, prdent 

/_ r. /1/ i( /_.:HI-c. 

I E C F ' \ I � D 
_ t o  it' 

....... Wtr- j  

E 5 7 6  

�a�i( Valley [)i�tributinlS, In(. 
)iVIJ'O"J: 

COO'J 01 Magic V 41" 
Golden Bevt'rtJgn 

'.0. Box 182� 

rwIN FALLS, ID 83303·182:5 

March 1 5 ,  1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operati ons Off ice 
U . S .  Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho 83402 

Dear Dr . Nicho l s :  

/. I. fl;iI /I-.fik 

Loca t i on of t h e  Spe c i a l  I s o tope Separ a t o r  ( S I S )  at the IHEL 
fac i l i ty would be a very positive s'tep tor a l l  of us in Idaho . 

The contributi ons to Idaho by the IHEL have been bene f i c i a l  to 
Idaho and our nation. 

I ful ly support and urge a l l  others to support locating the SIS 
in Idaho. 

� 
Dick Burwe l l  

066 

R E C E I " J: D  
11M 1 6 .. 

lIS PNject 0ffICIe 

6 . 4 . 1  

1 . 1  



(J1 
...... '-I 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1 . 1  

.)/��\ \ V '--�,- /-

INTERMOUNTAIN GAS COMPANY 

E 5 7 7  

/_ r. III if �/_ +ill! 

169 WI<ST SECOND SO SODA SPRINGS, IOAH0 83276 (2OB) 547.3356 

M r . C l a y  N i c h o l s  
I d a h o  O p e r a t i on s  O f f i c e  
U . S .  D e p t . o f  E n e r g y  
7 8 5  D . O . E .  P l a c e  
I d a h o  F a l l s ,  I D  8 3 4 0 2  

D e a r  H r .  N i c h o l s , 

0 3 / 1 4 / 8 8  

M y  n a m e  i s  R o b e r t  L .  R i g b y  a n d  I l i v e  a t  2 1 5  R i v e r  D r i v e , S o d a  
S p r i n g s , I d a h o  8 3 2 7 6 .  

I a m  emp l o y e d  b y  I n t e r m o un t a i n G a s  C o . 1 6 9  W 2 n d  S . ,  S o d a  S p r i n g s  
I d ah o .  

I h a v e  l i v e d  i n  I d a h o  f o r  5 3  y e a r s  a n d  I f e e l  t h e  S . I . S .  p r o j e c t  
i s  a p r o g r a m  v i t a l  t o  t h e  e c o n om y  o f  I d a h o  a n d  t o  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
I d a h o  i n  p a r t i c u l a r . I a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  o u r  c o un t r y .  

I s i n c e r e l y  u r g e  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  b e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  I . N . E . L .  s i t e  
w e s t  o f  I d a h o  F a l l s ,  I d a h o .  

::�/@ 
2 1 5  R iv e r  D r i v e  
S o d a  S p r i n g s  I D  8 3 2 7 6  
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"Yes 011 SIS" 
H e  c i t i ze n s  o f  I d a h o  support t h e  construction a n d  opera t i on o f  t h e  S I S  Produc t i o n  

Faci l i ty a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  Engi neering Laboratory ( I NEL ) .  W e  bel i eve t h e  S I S  

program \'Ii 1 1  b e  m o s t  benefi c i a l  to t h e  economy of corrunun i ti e s  surrounding INE L >  t o  

the S t a t e  of I d.aho. to t h e  nati.onal defense programs supported by the President 

and the Congress of the United States of Ameri ca , and mos t of a 11 for our fam; 1 i e s .  

Sponsored by the 

Idaho Ci'tizens for the S I S ·  Committee 

P l ea s e  return peti.'tton bY' Hardt 7, > 1 988 

1 .  

070 ��F ( !. t 
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4 . 1 5 . 4  
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"Yes on SiS" 

I_ r: ItI-4 
I - =fik 

�/e c i t i z e n s  of Idaho support t h e  construction and opera t i on of the S I S  Produ c t i on 

Faci l i ty at the Idaho N a t i o n a l  Engi neering la boratory ( I NEl ) . We bel i eve the S I S  

progrcm wi l l  b e  most benefi c i a l  to t h e  economy of commu n i t i es surroundi ng INEl , to 

the S ta te of Id.a h o ,  to the na t i on a l  defense programs supported by the Pres i d e n t  

and the C o n g r e s s  of the United S t a t e s  of ,o.mer ica , and mos t of ;) 1 1  f o r  our fami l i e s . 

Sponsored by the 

Jd;)ho C ;'tizens for the SIS' Comm i t tee 

071 M/ ! 1 " �l., J, ,, 

S:l� "''!'C'i'' 
/ - T. H-'« ..----:r 1- l.i.U-

"Yes on SiS" 
�Je c i ti z e n s  of I d a h o  support t h e  cons t ru c t i on a n d  opera t i o n  of t h e  S I S  Produc t i o n  

Fac i l i ty a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  E n g i n e e r i ng Labora tory ( I NEL ) .  �le bel i eve the S I S  

progrcm \'I i l l  be mos t  benefi c ; ;) l  to the economy of c0rT1111un i ti e s  surrounding I N E L , t o  

the S ta t e  o f  I d a h o ,  to the n a t i o n a l  defense programs supported b y  t h e  Pres ident 

and the Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s  o f  Americil , and mos t of a l l  for our fcmi l i e s .  

Sponsored by the 

I d a h o  C i 't i zens for the SIS Commi ttee ' 

? l cdse  r e turn p e. t 1.'tton by· 1" lilrc[t I ,  J (133 

072 
R 

Da te 

MAR I b 1988 
5IS Project Qtfioe 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  



01 ....... 
1.0 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

. 1 .C l I V  . .... r: ,.1' 
L 1. tIILl ,-- ::fil, 

UAR I 1 1988 .... ---�----� "Yes on SIS"�=.: : .f= 
N. cl thrl'll of Idaho support t .... construction And opcrtlloft Of �ctton 

FunHy It the Idaho fI,Uonal [nC)'need", l.borl tory ( IHEl) . V. �ltcvt the SIS 

progr •• wfll be _It b.,..flcbl to the econClay of c-.ntt1U surroun411'19 ItiEl. to 

the Stltl of Id,hO. to the nltional d.rensa prOlJrr.s ,upported by the President 

I"d the Contre", of tile United StU" of _rlu, and .,st of .ll for our ".1111$. 
Sponsond by the 

Id.ho Ct�tun' for th SIS' Ca."I'ttll 

, I  •• u return pettttOlt &1' HArcl\ 7. 1!:S9 
II •• (Pdnl' I .  SI,nt1ture I Clt7 
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"Yes 'on SI�� 
"_ cl tlze'" of Idlho support the (onstruc;tiOft and operation ot the 51S Production 

FiCHlty It til. Id'M Rutona' [ng1nctrlng LAbonto..-, ( lfll'l ) .  U. bllhvi thl SIS 
prOf ..... .. i l l  � .oU �rw:ftcl.l to the tConca, of conunlUu IIIrroun41ng (NEt. to 

thl Shtl of IdlhO. to tM nulon.1 defens. progn., supported b7 the PrUlden' 

.nd thl ContrUI of the United St.tu of _ertu • •  nd 1ftQu, of III for our , .. n lltS . 

I .  

Sponsored by the 

Id,ho CI '�h.ns for the SIS" (IiII'QttUI 

Phut re turn pe.trtton e, :iolrcft. 1. 19S3 
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·Yes on SIS" � (- 'f(/'(! 
We citi:z.t'll$ <>1 1<11>'>0 s..:>Wrt the construction and operation of the SIS  Production 

>l!<:il i �  n n.. ,<II>"" ">t,_l Engi neering Laboratory ( INEL ) . We beli eve the SIS 

l'T'llgT1Im "'ill be n,ost _�i�i.1 to the economy of c"",,,unities surrounding INEL, to 

n.. St.I!t:o <>1 1<ll'>O, til n.. TIltiona1 defense programs supported by the President 

4 1 5  4 _nil n.. � <>1 n.. ln1i� States of America,  and most of a l l  for our fami l i es . . . � E r r  • \' '= 0 Sponsored by the 

�, -... � :o.ho Citizens for the SIS  C"",,,i ttee 

neose rewrn peti.'tton Ii:t March 7 ,  1 988 

_ :""int) Signature C i ty Date 

3 .  

5 .  

t> .  

s. 

9 .  

1C,  

We ... 1c_ your testimony for the SIS  at the SIS  Heari ng.  Watch your local  news

""per aM l i sten to the radio for schedul e  and p l ace. We ask you to S i gn the peti

tion only i f  you are 1 8  years of age, or older. Also to prevent dupl ication , pl ease 

sigT1 only one petition. Also return your si gned petition as soon as pos s i b l e  to 

your peti ti on  coordinator, or mai l  

Dane Watki ns . Chairman 124 2242 S. Boolevard 
Idaho Fal l s ,  10 B3402 

to: 

Wende 11 Mi 11 er 
628 Brentwood Circle 
Idaho Fal l s ,  83402 

Frank Murdock,  CPA 
232 Brookside Dr. 
Idaho Fal l  s, lD 83404 

II. 

"Yes on SIS" / (- (. ("r'-. � (- -1'/I� 
We citi zens of Idaho support the construction and operation of the SIS  Production 

Facil i ty at the Idaho National Engi neering Laboratory ( INEL ) .  We bel i eve the SIS 

program wi l l  be most benefi cial  to the economy of conmunities surrounding INEL, to 

the State of Idaho, to the national defense programs supported by the President 

R E CaE tv EnOess of the Uni ted States of Ameri ca , and most of a l l  for our famil i es .  

Sponsored by the 

MAR 1 6 1988 Idaho C i tizens for the SIS  Conmittee 

SIS �rajM:tfH*W Pl ease return peti.'tton I)y March 7 ,  1 988 

Name ( Print) Signature C i ty Date 

1 .  

2.  

3.  

5 .  

6. 

7.  

8. 

9. 

1 0 .  

W e  welcome your testimony for the SIS  a t  the S I S  Heari ng.  Watch your local news

paper and l i sten to the radio for schedule and place. We ask you to s i gn the pet i 

tion only i f  you are 1 8  years o f  a g e ,  o r  older. A l s o  to prevent dup1 ication, please 

sign only one petition. Also return your signed petition as soon as poss i b l e  to 

your peti tion coordi nator, or mai l  

Dane Watkins,  Chairman 126 2242 S .  Bou levard 
Idaho Fal l s ,  10 83402 

to: 

Wendel l  Mi l l er 
628 Brentwood Circle 
Idaho Fal l s ,  83402 

Frank Murdock,  CPA 
232 Brooks i de Dr. 
Idaho Fal l s ,  10  83404 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  
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·Yes on SIS" � /- 'fil<e.-
We c i ti zens of Idaho support the construction and operation of the SIS Production 

Faci l i ty at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory ( INEL ) .  We bel ieve the SIS 

4 . 1 5  . 4 the State of Idaho, to the national defense programs supported by the President 

� E O@l �1\jI f?'fress of the Uni ted States of .Ginerica, and most of a l l  for our fami l ies.  

program wi l l  be most beneficial to  the economy of communi ties surrounding INEL , to 

Sponsored by the WR 1 8  J9B8 
-batect Offiao 

Idaho C i tizens for the SIS  Commi ttee 

Pl ease return petttton flY M.rcfi 7 ,  1 988 

Name (Print)  S ignature C i ty Date 

1 0 .  

We welcome your testimony for the SIS  at the SIS  Hearing. Watch your local news

paper and l i sten to the radio for schedule and p l ace. We ask you to sign the peti

tion only i f  you are 18  years of age, or older. Also to prevent dupl ication, please 

s i gn only one petition. Also return your signed peti tion as soon as possible to 

your petition coordi nator, or mai l  

Dane Watki n s ,  Chairman 12S 2242 S. BOtJlevard 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  1 0  83402 

to: 

Wendel l Mi l l er 
628 Brentwood Clnle 
Idaho Fal l s ,  83402 

Frank Murdock , CPA 
232 Brookside Or. 
Idaho Fa l l  s, ID  83404 

�/-:;"i/� 
"Yes on SIS" MAP 1 5 198ij 

as PIOjecI Off. 
�/e . c i t i ze n s  of Southea s t  I d a ho who are concerned a bo u t  t h e  economy tn our a rea a n d  

f e e l  t h e r e  i s  n e e d  f o r  commerc i a l  growth i n  t h e  en t i re re9 i o n ,  support the c o n s truc_ 

t i on and opera t i on o f  the SIS Production Fa c i l i ty a t  the I da ho "Ia t i on a l  E n g i n ee r i n g  

Laboratory. H e  bel i eve the S I S  program wi l l  s e r v e  t o  enhance the economy i n  a l l  o f  

the commun i ti e s  surroun d i n g  the I N El by encoura g i n g  
'
growth o f  l ocal bu s i nesses to 

serve the needs of the program. 

NAME ( p r i n t ) S i gnature f�a i l i n g  Add r e s s  Date 

w OV' 
", ... " ,1)-. ...... u.J �� I I:� 

Please send this petition to Clay Ni chol s ,  Idaho Operations Office, U . S .  Department 
of Energy, 785� . 0. E .  Plac e .  Idaho Faps ,  

,
Idaho 83402 6 f!1llrd, ,;.; s.! "> ;-f)4Qcf G U!IR, .K/j �l /tr&k )"2 ') vls/o,f; � ,, - , 77 

t?' � _/ ".,.. ' I) I/-e ".. ' 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  
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1- T· IIdL � 1 --1� 
"Yes on SIS" 

R F C E I V E D  
MAR 1 8 1988 

SIS Project OHi .. 

We . c i t i zens of Southeast I d a ho who are concerned about the economy in our area a n d  

f e e l  there i s  need for comme rc i a l  growth i n  t h e  ent i re reg i o n ,  s u p p o r t  the construc-

t i on and o p e ra t i on o f  the S I S  Production Fac i l  i ty a t  the I d a ho "la t i onal E n g i neeri n g  

Laboratory. �le b e l  i eve t h e  S I S  program w i l l  s e r v e  t o  enhance t h e  economy i n  a l l  o f  

t h e  corrrnu n i t i es surroun d i n g  the I N E L  b y  encoura g i ng growth o f  l ocal bus i nesses to 

serve the needs of the program. 

NAME ( p r i  n t ) 1---· S i gnature t�a i l i n g  Address Date 

P l ease send t h i s pet i t i o n  to Cl ay N i chol s ,  I daho Opera t i ons D f f i c e ,  U . S .  Department 
o f  Energy, 785 D . D . E .  P l a c e ,  I daho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83402 ?:'y fh",",ci, :< I "if 09a 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  

1_ r· jJ.i.I 
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5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
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1 _  To f,l-J l -J,-.flle 
"Yes on SIS" 

K t r .... I \I I- LJ 
MAR 1 5 198ij 

lIS P"',iec:' Office 

1·l e ,  c i t i zens of Sou thea s t  I d a ho who are concerned about the economy i n  our area and 

feel there is need for commerc i a l  growth in the e n t i re reg i on , support the construc-

t i on and opera t i o n  o f  the SIS Produc t i o n  Fac i l  i ty a t the I d a ho "l a t i o n a l  E n g i nee r i n g  

laboratory. He bel i eve t h e  S I S  program wi l l  s e r v e  t o  enhance the economy i n  a l l  o f  

t h e  comnu n i t i es surround i n g  the I N E L  b y  encoura g i n g  growth o f  l oc a l  bu s i ne s s e s  t o  

s e r v e  the n e e d s  o f  the program. 

NAME ( p r i n t )  S i gnature f�a i l  i ng Address 

IVy !vJ�/v',!)/V/2 . � 
l eas,. s�nd this  pet i t1on- io/cl ay N i c hol s ,  I d a ho Operations Office, U . S .  

o f  Ene rgy . 785 D . D . E .  Pl ace . Idaho Fal l s .  I da ho 83402 f?)r ml/ct � 8.1'!! 044 

Date 

t .  T. ff/ II 
-7 1 - 1//� 

"Yes on SIS" 

R F f r 1 \ 1 1= D 
MAR 1 5 19811 

115 PI1>jo<t o+f;c:8 
W e ,  c i t i ze n s  of Southeast I d a ho who are concerned about t h e  econo

'
my in our area and 

feel there is  need for commerc i a l  growth ; n  the e n t i re reg i o n ,  support the cons truc-

t i on and opera t i on o f  the SIS Production Fac i l i ty at the I daho "l a t i o n a l  E n g i neeri n g  

Laboratory. H e  bel i eve the S I S  program wi l l  serve t o  enhance the economy i n  a l l  o f  

t h e  commu n i t i e s  surround i n g  t h e  I N f L  b y  encoura g i n g  growth o f  l oc a l  bus i ne s s e s  t o  

serve the need:; o f  t h e  program. 

NAME ( pr i n t )  S i gnature t�a ; l ; n g  Address Date 

Please send this peti tion to Clay N i chol s ,  Idaho Opera ti ons Office , U . S .  Department 
of Energy. 785 D . D . E .  Place . Idaho Fal l s .  Idaho 83402 &1 m4re-h DI '!! 

n,f!i 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  
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5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  

1 . 1  

Dr Clay ton Nichols 
SIS Project Manager 
U S Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 
Dear Dr Nichols: 

E 5 7 9  

6900 W Portneuf Rd 
Pocatello, Idaho 83204 
March 1 1 ,  1988 

am writing this letter as a concerned c i tizen of Southeastern 

Idaho. 

I feel that the enviornment a l ,  health and safety impacts at the 
INEL as described in the draft Economic Impact Statement appear to be equal 
or less than those projected for the other s i t e s .  In any case, I see no 
threat to the environment ,  to health nor to our safety. 

Southeast Idaho is truly in need of a major development .  The 
area is fully capable of supporting a project of this nature. We have 
adequate energy , transportation, and our educational system is equal to 
the challenges. Certainly the economic benefits to the region far outweigh 
any possible risks. 

I have lived in Pocatello for thirty years and worked in Pocatello 
for twenty six years. I feel that INEL is ideally suited for a project of 
this type. I t  is my opinion that the bUSiness community strongly supports 
the INEL site for the SIS Proj e c t .  

T h e  PocatellO-Chubbuck area has a n  extremely well-trained and 
stable work force and ideal sites for component manufacturing. There are 
build ings and build ing sites available.  Our training facilities a t  Idaho 
State University are capable of supplying specialized training in many areas. 

Pocatello i s  a great place to live. There is a large number and 
reasonably priced homes available for project employees. 

I would be delighted to see a proj ect of this magnitude in South
eastern Idaho and I emphasize my strong support of i t .  

060 

Sincerely , ;:]dL /du.L 
Beth H i l l  

R E C E I V E D  
MAR 1 6 1988 

SIs Project Offb 

Mr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office 

U . S .  Department o f  Energy 
7B5 DOE Place 
Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho �3402 

Dear �r . Ni chols :  

[ 580 

/ _  r. fCd 
-7 1- -1..iA.u 

lq C;oodwin Drive 
Fllackfoo t ,  Irlaho � 1 2 2 1  
March 1 4 ,  19�� 

My name is El len Turvey, and I live at 1 9  Goodwin Drive, Blackfoot .  Idaho. 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
I am employed by Dr. Glenn McMinn .  and have lived in Idaho for 2 1  years . 

The SIS is a program vital to the economy of Idaho, as well as bein� a 

project necessary to the defense of our country. I sincerely urge the 

location o f  the proj e c t  a t  the L N . E . L .  

Very truly yours . 

4 . 1 5 . 4  
1 . 1  

��. �"� 
Ellen Turvev 

'H. : '; I'JHO 
042 �:'  -�\!act unl109 
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• GERRY MEMMELL 
RElOCATlO". OIRECTOR 

1 - 1: /Idf 
� / - ':f� 

""ICI\��
O
���AELL 

BOK 2803 

IdihO FaUs. !D834OJ 
Residence phone. (206)529-2601 

(208) 522.6801 

A, n "'''''C''l,on Ol ,ndePMden! brQkers 4� Di;_ �  ';0 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1 
1 . 1  

D r .  Cl ay Ni chol s 
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  DOE 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fal l s , I D  83402 

Dear Dr. Nichol s :  

I n  the past thi rty- seven years the people o f  Eastern Idaho have worked 
hand - i n-hand wi th the various governmental agencies { DOE be i ng the 

l a test } to develop a premier Engi neering and Research fac i l i ty ,  now 

know as INEl . 

We are greatly impressed w i t h  the record establ i s hed at this  fac i l  i ty 

and with  the concern demonstrate d ,  by the Depa rtment of Ene rgy , for 
o u r  commun i ty ,  envi ronment,  and personal wel l - bei ng . 

Not only  wo ul d the establ i shment of the S I S  program at I NEL keep t h i s  
l a boratory on  the cutti ng edge o f  technol ogy . wh ich  w e  have to i l ed 
l o n g  and hard to achi eve . but we must look to the bene fits to be 

deri ved persona l l y ,  as a commun i ty ,  as wel l  as a state . 

S I S  wi l l  bring our state l o ng and short tern empl oyment,  a l a rger 

revenue base for state and local taxes . but most of al l ,  a future 

for our famil ies  through better educational opportuni t i es . 

S I S  wo u l d  be wel comed by the pioneeri ng peopl e of Idaho ! 

r' r \" I': r S i ncerel y ,  

�.u �� 

E 58 2  

(208) 522·8801 

MICKEY MEKRELL, BROKER 
� 1 4  Shoup A't'enUOl 

ld*, flllls, ID 8).402 

Residente phone: (208) 529-2601 

1- T #liI -? 1- '::f-tU 
"' __ o, ,,,,,,,,, ""m 4� :llll,'�� 

v\.'-

D r .  Cl ay N i c ho l s  
Idaho Operations Office 
U . S .  DOE 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fai l s , I D  83402 

Dear Dr.  N icho l s :  

I n  the past thi rty- seven years the peo p l e  o f  Eastern Idaho have worked 
hand- i n-hand with the various governmental agenc i e s  ( DOE be i ng the 

l atest ) to develop  a premier Engineering and Research faC i l i ty ,  now 

know a s  INEl . 

We are greatly impressed wi th the record establ i s hed at this  fac i l i ty 5 . 2 4 . 2 3 
and with  the concern demonstrated , by the Depa rtment of Energy, for 

our commun i ty ,  env i ronment , and personal wel l - bei ng .  

Not only would the establ i shment o f  the S I S  program at INEL  keep thi s 5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1 
l aboratory on the cutt i ng edge of technol ogy , whi ch we have to i l ed 

l ong and hard to achieve , but we must l oo k  to the bene fits  to be 

deri ved personal l y ,  as a commu n i ty ,  as wel l  as a state . 

S I S  w i l l  bri ng our state l ong and short tern empl oyment, a l a rger 

revenue base for state and l ocal taxes , but mo s t  o f  al l ,  a future 

for our fami l ies  through better educational opportun i t i e s .  

S I S  wo u l d  b e  wel comed b y  the p i o neering peopl e of Idaho ! 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1  
1 . 1  

R [ C": E I V r: [,)  
�4r.� ;qi' 
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4 . 1 5 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

l . 1  

Mr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho OpPTo'ltions Office 
U . S . Department of Ener�y 
785 DOE PI ace 
Idaho Falls . In 83402 

Dear Mr . Nicho l s :  

E583 

/ _  r. Hi l l 
� J ' -¥I J-e 

19 Goodwin Drive 
Blackfoot, Idaho 8 3 2 2 ]  
M a r c h  I il ,  1988 

My name is Harold Turvey Jr . ,  and I live at 1 9  Good\Jin Drive , Blackfoot, Idaho. 

I am employed at Idaho Power Company . and have lived in Idaho for 2 2  years , 

The SIS is a program v i tal to the economy of Idaho, as 'Well as be in.'!; a pro ; e c t  

necessary to t h e  defense of o u r  country. I sincerely urge t h e  loca tion of the 

project at the I . N . E . L .  

043 

Very truly yours, i�) 
Harold Turvey Jr. 

R � t E l \! t O 
MM 1 '5 1988 

llibljel:l � 

E584 

h. JA CK SA TTERFIELD 
2489 SO. FAIRWAY DRIVE 

POCATELLO. IDAHO 83201 
March 14, 1908 

D r . C layton N i cho l s  S IS Project l1anayer U .  S. Departrrent of Energy 785 Doe P lace 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho 83402 
Dear D r .  N icho Is :  Re : S I S  PRLlJECT 

/ _  T- /oJ/'l l 
/ - Ji/� 

I am a bus i nessman here in Pocate l l o, Idaho amj am a nat ive of 
Pocate l  b hav ing been born here and res i d i ng here a l l  of nlY l i fe thus 
far . I have been engaged i n  m �  bus i ness here for 45 years a n a  thus 
tlave seen and been sonlewhat effectua l in deve loping ana augnen t i ng 
tne grow th of Pocale l l o ancJ thus Ecas tern Waho o Hy bus i ness i s  anu 
has been the Real Estate and I nsurance bus i ness . Have pa rtici pateci 
in the deve lo�ment of 40+ subd i v i s ions . 

T h i s  S I S  proj ect l rom a l l  that I have reao ana l i s teneu to, i s  
one that wou l d  b e  ideal ly sui ted in the INEL s i te .  A s  a c i t izen o f  
t h i s  area o f  Idaho I a m  comp letely aware o f  the ifT'l)act that Hie I I�EL 
si te and i t s  worki ngs has had upon our bus i ness and econorw . tieing 
a state that i s  qu ite l arge but w i th a sliJa l 1  popu lat ion such projects 
engenaers a thrust of econoillic stab i l i ty for our area and the state . 

Hav ing watched and being involved with t h i s  area I know we dre 
capable of providing s i te s ,  bu i l d i ngs , and we l l - trainea ana re l iable 
wor k l n� corp of peop l e  for component work force . We are fortunate 
in hav ing the Idaho State Unive rsity here that can provide training 
and ma j o r  educa t i ona l and fac i l i ties i f  spec i a l ized needs are re
qui red . .  

I feel as do many peop l e  i n  t h i s  area that we are f u l l y  capable 
of support ing such a proj ect w i th exist ing transpor tat ion, energy, 
educat ional and local government infrast ructures . I do feel that 
the envi ronmenta l ,  health and safety impacts at the I NEL appear to be 
something that are nonthreatening and of a m i n i ma l  nature . 

In conc l us ion perm it Ire to ,urn �,) mY fee lin�s anu test ir,lony 
and thoughts by expressing the view tilat it seems apparent that tn is 
proj ect is needed and the govermrent i s  go iny to pursue it . Tne 
INEL s ite is an exce l lent fac i I i ty, it has an exce lient safety recoru, 

and i t  wou l d  mean such an inc remem and coop l i lilent to lLiaho ana 
espec i a l l �  t o  t h i s  part o f  the great state i n  which I .have l ivelJ 
a l l my l i f e .  I so recorrmend to you that your most j uuic ious ana 
perceptive insight be g iven to this proj ect and my personal endor
semen t .  

HJS : j 

075 
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R E C != I V E D  
MAR 8 1988 

SP£O(" MNESTA[) 
120 £AST AVENUE 

S,S Prolt;.L, ,-,rflce ioWLEYOFFIa-

16 WEST CRQY STREET 

SUITE K POST OFFICE BOX 967 
KETCHUM, IDAHO 83340 
(201) 726-4421 019 POST OFFICE BOX 460 

HAILEY, IDAHO 6333J 
(208) 7a8-3567 

[ 586 

SEXTY S JEWELER�-3 . 901 WE.2>T BANNOCK STREET . [lOX :;n9? • !30ISE IDAHO 83701-2792 

Or. Clay N ichols 
Idaho Opera tiCWl Office 
U . S .  D . O . E .  
78 5 DOE Place 
l.mho Falls. Idaho 83402 
Dear Or. Nichol s : 

� SE:)hyS 
? C B  

I.'a rch 1 6 .  1988 

Please enter my name a s  one who totally supports the 
locatiCWl a t  the INEL site of the Special I sotope Separation 
Project .  

In spite of th e  va rious a rguments against the project, 
it is ob vious to me that the project is vitally needed, and 
will  Imst certainly be built  - and Idaho is obviously the 
right place to build i t .  

J hesitate to think what Idaho would be l i k e  n o w ,  if 
we had not had the I N E L  projects for the past lIO plus 
years, to boost ou .... economy and benefit ou .... State. The 
SIS project would continue on in that same vein . 

I 'm � i t .  

Sincerely, � 

/ - r: ,(,4d 
� /- ':f//� 

1 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 4  
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1 5  t1 ... n:h 1 988 

"r � Cl ... y Nichols 

SIS Project " ... n ... g_r 

Id ... ho Operations Of f i ce 

U . S .  Depart .. nt of Energy 
785 DOE Pl ... cR 
Idaho Fal l s ,  I d  ... ho 83402 

ReJ S I S  Project 

n.ar- Si r- I  

1 _  r ;IJ<LI-71_ 1//� 

This pUr-pOS8 � t h i s  l .tter- i s  to .xpr-�. support for- thR Spac i al 
I sotope Sep.r-at i on  Project at the Id.ho Nati onal EnQ i n  •• r- i ng 
L.bor-.tor- y .  

The product i on  o f  w.apon-Qr-ade p l uton i u. i • .ill mu.t i f  ou r- nat i on  

i s  t o  provide .nd • •  i nt a i n  ... . tr-onQ national def.nsa. 

Aft.r rRvi RM of "Exacutiva Su ... r-y fro. the nr.ft Envi r- on  .. ntal 
I mp.ct Statement DOE/E IS-0136M i t  �p •• r- .  that the bast 

l oc at i on f or the SIS Project i_ in Idaho. 

I n  .s much •• it wi l l  not b_ possi b l e  for- m. to attend the up 

co_ing h •• r i nQs, p l  ••• e enter- this 5Upport on .Y bah.l f .  

Regards, / / ��� p��� 
Producer-

PJIl j 

217 

R E C E I V E D  
WR 1 7 lge8 

.,.... om-
r\OUf£ 1 ,  Box .453 • 2895 Nom� I1MI'10M • ID�HO F�llS. ID�HO 83.401 • PtWI'!£ (208)52Q·2588 

E 588 

/ 

Ii'OBfRT J lANE 

P/(FSiOt ... • A. ... c ::"'fF fxtCU'IVE Off'CER 

March 1 6 , 1 9 8 8  

Dr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations O ffice 
U .  S .  Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE P lace 
Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho 8 3 4 0 2  

Dea r .  D r .  Nicho l s :  

,---- /_ 1: ;II-d-f ----7 1 - -/ri,,-

I would l ike to express both my personal and corporate 
support for the location o f  the Special I s otope Separator at 
the INEL S ite . 

It goes without saying that Idaho needs to look for 
additional ways of broadening i t s  resource-based economy . 
A l l  of Idaho business regards further development of the INEL 
f ac i lity , for such uses as the SIS pro j ec t ,  as being c learly 
in the best interests o f  our economy as we l l  as our ecology . 
At the same time , the existing resources and economic 
j us t i f ications for the INEL location are c learly evident and 
should h e l p  further s o l i d i fy the dec ision . 

We believe you ' ll find the business community a n d  the 
citizens of Idaho supportive and 1 0 0 %  behind the selection o f  
Idaho as the " right choice . "  

Thank you for the opportunity to express our commitme n t .  

Sincere l y ,  

� 
Robert J .  Lane 
President & CEO-IFNB 

RJL : dsk 

2 1 6  

R E C E \ \l F. D 
_ 1 7 1�d 

....... oMWt 

THE IDAHO FIRsr NATIONAL 8ANK • ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES · P O  80X 8247 . BOISE IDAHO 8]7]] 

Affl,IAfE Of MOORE FINANCIAL GROUP 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
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March 1 5 ,  1 988 

Dr. C l ay N i chol s 
I daho Operations Off i c e  
U .  S .  Dept. o f  Energy 
785 DOE P l ace 
I daho Fal l s ,  1 0  83402 
Dear Dr. N i c ho l s :  

E589 

FIrst Security Bank 

! _ T N'-"
--7 /- ;f i/� 

Mllh/o" S. I'ark [te'UII!'f Vi(( rr('�lIiflit 

I am wr i t i ng t h i s  l etter to you to express my support of locat i ng the 
Spec i a l  I sotope Separator ( S I S )  in I daho. I support the s i te because 
the INEL project is a l ready s i tuated in th i s  same l ocation and these 
two functions wi I I go hand in g l ove and sho u l d  be part of the s ame 
common l ocation.  I n  1 986 . the Department of Energy s e l ected I daho 
Fal l s  as the preferred s i te and I ful l y  endorse the i r  s e l ec t i on .  

Yours tru l y .  ;;z , '" '" / -/: t:f.:!<'.:J>' ..1, 'Y �_ 
Mahlon S. Park 
Exec ut i ve V i c e  Pres i dent 
Commerc i a l  Banking Group 

MSP /kd 
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• •  � otIi!I  
2 2  5 FIrst Senmly Bank 1 1 9  Narlh 9th Street P O. Box 7069 BOIse. Idaho 8373U 

C E. (Gene) HIli 

Idaho Vice PreSident and 
ChlelExecuhve Otllcer 

March 14 , 1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
Idaho operations Office 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
7 8 5  DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 8 3 4 0 2  

Dear Dr . Nichol s :  

[ 5 9 0  

/- r- P  
_ _  -7 'A�  

@ 
Mountain Bell 
A U S  WEST COMPANY 

Post Office 80)( 7888 

Boise. Idaho 83723 
Phone (2OB) 365-262B 

w i l l  not be able to attend any of the hearings related 
to the Special Isotope Separator project considered for 
location in Idaho. 

strongly support moving forward with the SIS and 
equal l y ,  vigorously support locating the facility in 
Idaho. feel perfectly comfortable concerning the 
environmental impact and believe the encouragement of 
economic stimulation in Idaho far out we ights any risk 
of which I am aware. I, therefore, urge and encourage 
moving forward with the project as rapidly as practical .  

Yours truly, e. �� 
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(208) 524·1847 
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5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1 

1 . 1  

Or. Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Orfice 

U . S .  ODE 
785 DOE PIlle. 
Idaho rell l!ll, IO 8340:? 
Dear Dr. Nichola: 

!'larch 1 5 ,  1988 

In the peat thirty-aaven yaRra the people or Eastern Ideho heve 

worked hand-1n_hand with the various govarnmentd agencies (ODE 

baing the lataat ) to dave lope • prem!ar Engineering and Research 

f.!!lcll1ty, I'Iow known aa INEL. 

'�e are grl't.!!ltly imprl't8!Jed with the record established .!!It this 

facility end with the concern demonstratad, by the Oap.!!lrtm.nt of 

Energy, for our community, enviroillent, .!!Ind peraonal well-biting. 

Not only would the a!ltablishll"mt of the SIS proor.!!lM at INEL keep 

this lebretory on the cutting edge of tachnology, which wa h.!!lvl't 

toilad long end hard to .!!Ich!ave, but we muat 100" to tha banefits 

to be derivad peraon.!!llly, .!!Ia a contllunity, aa w81l .!!I8 a state .. 

SIS w11l bring our atate lo",� enl!!J short tar. amployment, a [.!!Iroer 

revanua beR8 for state and local taxa., but moat of all,  a future 

for our fam11iea through better education opportuniU8'J .. 

SIS would be walco",ad be the piona.ring people of Idaho! 

R E C E I V F I  
_ 1 7 l.988 

Sincerely �......."o-� Ilitno;.c. OfIiII 
*'- ...--

8.S Aer. Private Recreational Area �ak Sunnyside & Londonderry 
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�'i."I.'� ""CO\''' "uo .�I/l\ 
qbb S \O�� 

IT;jIo-'tP t�\.' ' 

Dr . C l ay Ni cho l s  
I daho Operations Offi ce 
U . S .  DOE 
785 DOE PI a c e  
Idaho Fal l s , I D  83402 

Dear Dr. Ni chol s :  

,�\_<;,,,9-

-rl 'I'IO�I.O o�Q 

�'i.,,1. "
"co," '' .�.o' 

qbb 'Q��O 

,0,.:ioo t�"S' 

J)/s-f 
I n  the pas t thi rty-seven years the peop1 e o f  E a s tern Idaho have worked 

hand - i n - ha n d  wi th the various governmental agenc i es ( DOE be i n g  the 

l atest)  to deve l o p  a premier Eng i neeri ng and Research fac i l i ty ,  now 

know as I N E l . 

We are grea t l y  impressed with the record establ i s hed at t h i s  fac l l  i ty 

and w i t h  the concern demonstrated , by the Department of Energy, for 

our commu n i ty ,  e nv i ronment, and personal wel l . be i n g .  

Not o n l y  wo ul d t h e  es tabl i s hment o f  the S I S  program a t  INEL keep thi s 

l a boratory on the cutti ng edge of techno l og y ,  wh i c h  we have toi l ed 

l ong and hard to a c h i eve , but we must l ook to the benefits to be 

deri ved persona l l y ,  as a commun i ty ,  as wel l as a state . 

S I S  wi l l  bri ng o u r  state l ong and short term employment, a l a rger 

revenue base for state and l ocal taxes , but most of a l l ,  a future 

for our fami l ies through better educ a t i o n a l  opportuni t ies . 

S I S  wo ul d be welcomed by the pi oneeri ng peopl e of I d a ho ! 

R E C J= I I I J: D  
MAR 1 7 1988 
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HIGGINS AND RUTLEDGE INSURANCE 

--7 I �  --rl l ........ 

Qumn Office Bulldmg 1661 ShoreUne Drive 
SUlle One Hundred 
P O. Box 8567 
BOise, Idcho 83707 (208) 343·7741 

� 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

Dr . Clay Nichols 
Idaho Operations Office. 
U . S .  Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls. l d .  83402 
Dear S i r : 

March 1 5 ,  1988 

We wish to express our full support of the Special Isotope Separation 
Project ( SIS) a t  the Idaho INEL s i t e .  

Our S t a t e  h a s  a great n e e d  f o r  additional economic diversification 
and economic expansion which in turn develops more employment and 
will increase our tax bas e .  

We a r e  gifted with a S t a t e  of large areas devoted to Fore s t r y .  Agri
culture and Mining. As we all know, these industries are exper
iencing depressed markets and no growth and can no longer support 
the needs of the S t a t e .  

This p r o j e c t  is indeed very important to t h e  S t a t e  of Idaho a n d  to 
us as a part of the business community . 

Very truly yours. �� 
� l\� . .J 0::::::_----,. 

� 

HIGGINS & RUTLEDGE INS . ,  INC. 

HLH : ld 
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Melissa H .  Hixon 
Post Office Box 697 
Sun Valley I Idaho 83353 

March 1 5 ,  1988 

Dr. Clay Nichols 
u.s.  Department of Energy 
Idaho Operations Office 
785 I):)e Place 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

Dear Dr. Nichols: 

E594  

1_ /. iJd.l 
� / _ -F, le 

I am hodfied by the proposed Special Isotope Separation facility 
for the refinenent of plutoniwn at the Idaho National Engineering 
lalx>ratory . 

I feel that this proposal is behind the times, unnecessary, and a 
slap in the face of coom::m sense ! This proposed burden to taxpayers 
would also pose a great danger to our treasured Idaho environment .  

Sincerely yours ,  

A iiiSlfd vote� � (j�'�Jf0ti:�f 
MHH/jlg 

1 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

6 . 1 . 1  

,y. �"'- � h �Cl !' \ iN \ (i(� co��* 
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R E C E I V E D 
FEB 2 5 1988 

I15 bDi'!!'t OffiGI. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Box 25046 Ma i l  Stop 9 1 3  

Denver Federal Center 
Denver ,  CO 80225-0046 

Mr . Clayton R .  Nicho l s ,  Acting Project Mgr . 
S I S  Project Off ice 
Department of Energy 
Idaho Operations Office 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls , Idaho 83402 

Dear Clay : 

Feb. 1 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

It has been quite a while s i nce w e  last saw each other 
those frosty days in the Raft Valley on the geothermal 
project . I have continued my work in the Snake River Plain
Yellowstone region. and am now workina on the glacial
geology , tectonics,  and archeology of Jackson Hol e .  

I received a copy of the "Draft EnVironmental Impact 
Statement " for the "Special I sotope Separation Project 

��o�����irvr���: ,
h��� ���e� ����l�f

t� i�����e
Ut�� draft 

EIS . � 

lit��:t�:�t:��1��h:�e
a::�;ON8�: I��L

p�:i��l:;:e:��ce!S to 5 . 1 0 . 1  
fol lowing U . S .  Geological Survey Open File Report 8 5 - 290 
with 38 papers on the Borah Peak Earthquake of Oct . 2 8 ,  
1 9 8 3 ,  and a related collection of 1 1  article!S in the 1 9 8 7  
Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America are not 5 . 1 0  . 1 2  
referenced : 

Proceedings of Workshop XXV I I I  on the Borah Peak 
Earthquake , 1 985 , U . S .  Geological Survey Open File 
Report 85-290 . 6 8 6  pages , 

Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America. No 3 ,  v .  
7 7 ,  p .  6 9 1 - 8 7 6 . 1 1  articles o n  the Borah Peak 
Earthquake . 

Enclosed is a copy of my 1 9 8 5  article on the history of 
the Areo s egment of the Lost River faul t ,  which is one of 
the faults nearest the proposed S I S  facility.  The late 
Quaternary s l ip rate is about 0 . 1 2 m/lOOa years . No offsets 
have occurred in the last 30 , 000 years . Using the Borah 
Peak faultins as a model , maximum offset durins an 
earthquake i s  likely to be no more than 2 m. I f  one assumes 
a model of constant strain buildup, then about 4 m of strain 
has accumulated , and o f f set on the Arco segment is overdue OOi( Pierce , 1 9 8 5  , p. 204 ) .  Another model that assumes 
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5 . 1 0 . 1 3  

clustering fault offset throuah time 1 5  permissive of 
continued quiescence ( Pierce, 1 9 84 , p .  204 ) .  I think a 
conservative assessment of earthquake hazard would have to 
assume that the first model be considered valid for deslan 
purposes unless evidence can be f ound to reject it.  Seismic 
eff ects of an offset on this fault can be estimated f rom the 
segment len�h ( 30 km includina the 10 km extension south of 
Arco ) . and maximum offset ( 2-3 m?? ) ,  and distance from the 
proposed plant ( 20-30 km? ) .  

I have also enclosed a paper on the Quaternary TectoniC 
setting of the Borah Peak Earthquake ( Scott , Pierce , and 
Hai t ,  1 9 8 5 )  published in the Bulletin of the Sei.moloKical 
Society of America . This paper discusses past and future 
activity on the major basin-and- ranae faults north of the 
Snake River Plain. 

If po.sibl e ,  I would like a copy of the EG&G 1 984 
( revised 1 9 8 5 )  " INEL Environmental Characterization report , 
EGG-NPR-6 6 8 8 "  I would a l . o  like a copy of the Sierra 
Seismic report by Kina and Doy l e ,  1 9 8 2 ,  and particularly the 
Seismic Hazard analysis for INEL by Tera ( Corporation ) in 
1984 

I hope the enclosed information is of value to 
environmental considerations at the Idaho National 
Engineering Laboratory . I f  you have any questions or wish 
amplif ication of any point s ,  please feel free to call me 
( FTS 7 7 6 - 1 244 or 1 2 5 8 , ( 30 3 )  236- 1244 or 1 2 58 ) .  

Sincerely , /�1tu'#' i r:e,� 
Kenneth L .  Pierce 
Research Geologist 
U , S ,  Geological Survey 

Enclosures : Arco segment 
Idaho Gravels paper , 
Plain neotectonic s .  
section. 

paper , Quaternary Tectonics paper , 
abstract on eastern Snake River 
Editorial comments on aeology 

q, i\.  
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QUATERNARY TECTO:'<:IC SETTING OF THE 198,1 BORAH PEAK 
EARTHQUAKE, CENTRAL IDAHO 

By WILLIAM E. SCOTT. KENNETH L. PIERCE, AND M. H. HAlT, ,JR. 
ABSTRACT 

The 1,83 Borah Peak earthquake wa. accompanied by eltentive turlace 
laultlng atong a part of the LOI' River fault that hal abundant evidence 01 lat"t 
Quaternary ('al' 15,000 yr) oUlet. Thll 'ault and two limilsr ran..,a·tront norma' 
laultl along the Lamhi Ranga and Saaverhead Mountainl lie In an area of ba,in· 
and-ranOe ,tructure In central Idaho that it part of • roughly V-Ihaped belt of 
lata,t Quaternary auriace faulting that e .. tenda from the Wa .. tch lault, through 
the Yaltowltone area, to the Lott River fa,lIt. Tha position of thl' belt may be 
related to tha outward migration 01 a thermal tronl a"ocla'ed with thl north· 
ealtward progre .. ion of lata Cenozoic Itlcle volcan'lm alan.., tha Yellowltone· 
Snake River Plain a.ll. The centra' legmentl of tha LOlt River, Lemhi. and 
Baaverheed lauill hava bHn active mora recendy, and probably more activa 
throughout QUaternary time, than the Mulhem and northern ,egmenta. The main 
1983 lurface lautting occurred In In area of high Itructura' rali" along a central 
legment of the LOI' River rauh that hIS ruptured in lat8l' Qua'arnary time, which 
,uggel.1 that comparable area. along other rang. front. in the area Ihould be 
regarded .1 likely lites 01 lulure surface '.ulling. Other perlPeetlve of faull 
bahavior luggel' additional po .. lble IlIH. and all .. gmenll 01 the range.',ont 
'aulll are regarded .. capable 01 luriac_ faulting. 

INTRODt.:CTI0N 

The Borah Pf'ak earthquake (M., .,. ;.3) of 28 October 1983 occurred in an area 
of basin.and.ranjt*' structure ( Reynolds. 19i9) in central ldaho that contain. wide
spread e\'idencf' of latest Quaternary (Jast 15,000 yr) faultinK hut has had little 
historic seismi(,lty ( Figures 1 tu ;1; Smith and Sbar, 19i4). A :U·km-10nj! zone of 
5urfRC"' falllt inJ:" nlnn� th" north-central part of the western front of the Lost River 
RanKe accompanieo the earthquake; hoth field evidence and focal mechanism 
inoirate that the- fault mo\"ement "'as normal·sinistral on a southwest·dipping plane 
(Crone and �lachetle, l!J�")' 

This report briefly describes the neotectonic setting of the Rorah Peak area, 
summarizes our knowled)te of the distribution and ages of Quaternary faulting there. 
and discus!les possihle sites of future surfaC'e f<lultinK. 

REG10t\AL NEOTECTOl"IC SETTING 

Figure- 1 co\"ers the northeafilern part of the Basin and Ran�i:' province and shows 
the locatiun of the !'urface faulting assodated with the 1983 earthquaj(e in relation 
to other areu of historic fiurface faulting, to major late Cenozoic normal faults, and 
to areas of historiC' sei!lmicit�· that define the Intermountain Seismic Belt and the 
Idaho SeismiC' Zone of Smith and Sbar (I9i4J. Without regard to historic seismicity, 
this part of I he Basin and Ran�p can he suhdivided into domains hased on: ( I )  
amount o f  latest Quaternary surfacp faulting; (2) high rates o f  Quaternary faulting 
as Ihown by geoloJ{ic studie!'! or Inferred by hiJ{h �tructural relief along imposing 
range fronls; and 131 structural selling (Figure 2). Domains 2 to 5 represent !'!e\·eral 
structural settin�s "nd ('ontnin few nnd widely distrihuted fRUitS thaI have moved 
in latp.t Quaternary time In conl tast , domain 1 contains many faults that have 

to.'i:1 
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moved in latt's.t Quatern<l.r�· time and most or these haw evidence or a high rate of 
Quaternary faulting. Also, of the three histone surface·faultm� events in the 
Intermountain Seismic" Belt, I I )  1934 in Hansel Vallev, Utah (MI. "" 6.6. Arabasz et 
al., 1980, (2)  19:')9 neaf Hehgen Lake. Montana (M .. : "" 7.,�, Doser, 1985). and (3) 
198.1 near Burah Pl1'ak, Idaho 1 .\-'., "" 7.:3), the latter two occurred in domain I. 
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Although hi!;toric seismicity pla�:s no role in defining the domains. domain I lies 
mostly within the his(oriealh' acllve parts of the Intermountain Seismic Belt 
( Figures I and �1. CllnsplcuoUS

'
exCf'Plions to t his relation include the area of domain 

1 in which the Borah Pe<lk earthquake occurred and which was nearly aseismic 
prior to 19K:l, and the part of the Inlermountain Seismic Belt in west-central and 
northwest Montan .. In which there are rew major lale!'t Quaternary faults. 

THE 19i1l HOHAII PEAK EAHTHQI .-\I\.£, n;r.;THAI. IDAIIO w,"):) 
Domain 1 Includes the Was.<l.tch fault I I A. Figure 2), which h<lS �hp rates that 

locally rxceed 1 m/lOOO .\ r I:-;\\<l.n ('( af . 19801 and has accommodated much of the 
east-west rf'gional exten�"on bf'tween the (lreM Ha"in and stahl(, inlerior in  latl1's! 
Quaternary timt', and the fol lowing aCli\"{' neotectonic elements. Ihat form a V. 
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shaped hell ( I H )  north of the Wasatt·h fault. These are: (a) a set of riKht'stepping 
faults that extend lrom ('ache \'allf'y. l"tah, to Star Valley, Wyoming; II,) the Teton 
fatlit; (cl fAuits. 111 thr Y<,lIow:-IOI1I1' iHf'a: (dl t he O{'('P ('reek, Madis.on, ('('nll1'nnI81. 
and Red Rock fauhs in  �1()ntana: And (e) the Beawrhead, Lemhi. and Los.t River 
fault!; in Idaho. 
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Thi:l nt'utectonic belt of major Quaternary faults hns a remarkable !;patial relation 
to tht' Yt'llowsione-Snake River Plain axi!' ( Y-SRP axis; FiltUre :2). In the northern 
part of this belt. the most active portion hased on Quaternary geologic evidence 
Ist ippled on FIgure II lies J:ent'falJy from several 10 to 100 km beyond tht' mar�in 
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'r"m r:r,IQI\ I",,� ",lh > 1 -, 1ll�,1[ ul dO'Uf(' t'bh�� •. / III . 1')�4J Dir('flion of OIP o( up�' T�rtiary 
,,,kan)\", ar� �h,"'n 1" �'rlkt" and· till' .. �mh,,1 (;. tr;l\ l l lran�pnr"'o from "1',1 of ar('a that undtrli!, I:, m \ .. "Irl hihlh I,,·,· tI'�lj S('r:ml"nt" that hn\(' r\lc!('n,-(' or a I('ft or Tlllhl:lall'ral ("omponl'nt of 'lip 
n'pI"f'.19� t t"\{'nh MI' �h""" n 10, I. and It, A'�I��("II\·('h. DC nnll� e�n\·"n: \\S\'. Warm �prinll:' vlllley; "et-!. \\ ,110>\, {'n·t"k hili ... T:-.\". Tr"lJ�llnrl :-'f1rlnlt� \ ,lllr' WC. \\ 1110" Cr('('k. BP. BOfah P"ak; EC, 
tn.h"rn ('r .. t"�. [Fe. 1.""l'r ("l'dM Cret'k Thf' lo"n "I Chalh<. "hl'rl' Ihl' 1""0 I';lrthquake."tated 
H1.lhllO'�, .. "t"llrn<l. I ... , Ju�1 ""�I "I Ihf' norlh (·nrl " t  lhl' IH'fth �I'ltm('nl <lf th(, 1""'1 RI\ I'I" fault 

If Ihl' eastern Snake Ri\"er Plain, \\herea!' the southern parl lies from 100 to 200 
1m from the Plain m:lr�in In the west ;md mergl"!' to with in 100 km of the Plain 
nar!!," In t he Teton area. Bot h  part s  JUIIl within the Yellow!'tone area. 

�Iajor �lhric \oirani!'m started nhout 1.') m \ .  ago on the )'-SRP axi!' in southwest 
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Idaho, migrated northeast ward alon� thli' axis at an ayera!!e rate of ahout 3.5 em/ 
yr, and at present is centered in the Yello ..... stone area (Armstronft ct 0/ . •  1975; 
Christiansen and �1cKee, 19,A: �lorli:an et 0/., 19&4). This volcanism was accom 
panied by crustal heatmg and uplift; subsequent cooling is reflected in tht' decrease 
in elevation southwt'stward along tht' r-SRp axis (Brott ct 0/., 19,8; Smith ('t 0/., 

198.5). The peSS8j;:t' of this t ht'rmal act i\"ity nlong tht' axis al�o produ('ed an outwardly 
miltratinlt thermal front with a geomt't ry analogous to the ..... ake of a moving hoat. 

The belt encompassing the major latest Quatl'rnary fault" of Ihe nort heast"rn 
Basin and Ranfte ! filtUre 2) al!'o has a wake-like pattern about th" Y·SRp axis and 
converges with t he axis at Y t'liowstone sugKestin� the pattern of neolectollll" activity 
may relate to the thermal front migrating outward from the 'i-SRI' axis. If this 
asSociation between the lht'rmal front and t he active neotpctonic belt IS valid. it 
provides a testable late ('enoloic It'ctonic- history for area!' within the belt. That is, 
the passaf!:t' of the thermal front produces first high rates of faulting as the cru!'t is 
heated and thinned, followed by dpcelerating rates of deformation or relath'e 
quiescence as heat ing ct'ase!' and cooling occurs. 

TectOniC histories of ran�e-front faults bet .... 'een the Snake Ri"er Plain and the 
belt of major late�t Quaternary faulting ( Figure 2) appl'ar to confirm thE' abo\"(' 
predi<"tion of a hh::h rMe of fault ing follo ..... ed by a decl'leratinf!: rate. Numerous 
basins and ranlte!' !'outh of the Plain attest to active late Cenozoic faulting. but in 
these 8rea.s there is little evidence of Quaternary faulting. For example. the ('otte�l 
and Jim Saf!:t' �lountains are adjacent to the western part of the eastern Snake 
River Plain and consist of \"okani<"!' and sediment!' emplaced in a topo�raphic low 
about 10 m.y. aj::o, al about the time I'ilicic volcanism was centered along the 
adjacent part of tht' Y·SRp a:os ! Armstrong et al . .  19i;'); Williams ('t at.. 19A2). 
Suhsequt'ntly, t he ba!'in wa!' extended greatly along an east·dippmj::. 10w-en�le 
detachment , and the r:ln�e� wNe uplifted to produce ahout 1 km of structural relief 
on the 10·m.y.-old ,·oican ic:;. Hilt"h rates of deformat ion between 10 and 5 m.y. ago 
contrast .... ·ith low rates durin" the last ;') m,y. (Covington. 198::1. Fi/i:Ure 5; H. R. 
Covington. written communication, 198-1) and low rates of Quaternary deformation 
(Wilhams (·t 01 , 198:!; K. I.. Pierce. unpublished data, 19PHl. further northea!'t 
along the south margin of tht' t'a!'tern Snake River Plain. the Blackfoot Mountains 
were uplifted at hi"h rates 10.8 m/IOOO yr) between f>.9 and 4., m.y. a�o to attain 
most of t heir presl'nl relit'f !Allmli'ndingt'r. 1982). At ahout this time. major silicic 
volcanism was centered along the adjacent part of the )'_SRIJ axis lArmstronl;:: ('t 
al. . 19i5). In contrast , there is no evidence of siltnificant Quaternary surface fault ing 
alonll' the mam rang-e-fron1 fault on the west side of t he Blackfoot �lountains. 

('urrent l:eolo�lc information from north of the Plain is not �ufrlcient h) determine 
if similar variatioll:'> eXI�tt·d there in rates of uplift durin,:! late ('enololc time, 
Howt'\"{'r. ha!'ed on thli' twil!ht and morpholol/:)' of ran!!t' frunts nnd on the as:e of 
surface fauh ln}!! di:'>("u�sed ] .... It'r. the parts of the ran!!l'- Iront {:lull!' adjacent to the 
Plain appear to ha\"(' had :l IOWN ratt' of faultin� durin� late Quaternary time than 
parts fart her nonh. 

We do not intend to sUl!gec;t that t he cause of Ba!'in and Hanl!e deformation 
maritinal to t he eaf;tt'rn Snake River Plain ill !'olely the result of thermal activity 
associated � .. ith the r-SRI' axi!', hut rather that a thermal front mOlY have loc:llized 
faultinll' in a wake-Iikt' ht'1! thm has prup:lj:!ated out .... ·ilrd Ihrou�h the nort ht'altern 
Ba!'in and Ranj:!e from tht' )-.SRI' axi!" 

The LO!'t Hher. Lemhi. and Hea\"('rhead fallits define an area of simil:lr structural 
pAttern and neotectonic acti\it�· At the northwe!'tern l'nd of the tall'st Quaternary 
belt of !;urface fault inl{ t hat i� t he focus of the re!'t of this di�l"usf;ion. 
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ThE' preSE'nl topoj{raph ic n·lief of the Lost Ri\'E'r, Lemhi. and ReaverhE'ad ranges 

i!l thE' rl'�ult of latE' ('{'nozoic faulting ( Baldwin, 1 9.") ) ;  RuppE'1. 198:!), :'I.10s1 of this 
Jauh inj{ ma� ha\t' on'urred durin{: the last -I to i m.y. hased on: ( I )  the presence of 
fluviC!I-j{ra\·(·1 dn�ts that must have bE'E'n transported from WE'sl of t his area and 
that now undE'rliE' 6.;)·m.y.-old vokanic rocks in the Lemh i Range (C on Figure 3); 

and C ,H IIplift ' lnduCE'd {'ast dips of bllsalts that O\'erlie L1-m.y.-old fish-flow tuff" 
near thE' southern ends of the ranges ( Figure :-J; M. H .  Halt . .  J,_, unpuhl ishE'd data; 
dates from �lor.::an ('( af., 1984). Ruppel ( 1 982) suggests that t he LAmhi Range and 
BE'an'rhead :\lountains arl' block uplifts of mostly Miocene age, and that the fault 
scarps on the southwest sides of the ranges reflect eastward tilting in late PliocE'ne 
to HolocE'ne timE'. In contrast , Hait ( 1984) finds evidence for considerablE' extension 
durin� middle Cenozoic t ime. We favor an interpretat ion that the three rant:es are 
parts of normal · fault-bounded blocks that range from structurally flat-topped 
( RuppE'1. 198:!) to E'astward·tilted. Faulting durinj! Quaternary time appears largely 
rplated to eastward tilling because: ( l )  fault scarps that cut Quaternary depOliits 
occur mainly on thl' WE'�t sides of t he ranl!E'S; (2) some parts of the ranges are 
asymmetric with sll'ep west sides and gentler sloping east sides; and (3) upper 
Tertiary tults and basalts in and between the southern parts of the ranges have 
easterl�'· dips (Fi�r{' :l), 

Qt'H�H�'\RY Sl Rl'ACE FAl'r.TI�G IN Till:: LOST RIVER-BE.\VERIIEAO AREA 

QuatprnAry surface faulting has broken most of the L.o:>t River, l.E'mhi, and 
Beawrbead ran�e-front faults. Similar geometric and temporal patterns of breakage 
find structural relief are repeated along each fault (Figure 3). 

Thp mapped pattern� of the fault� are st rikingly similar. All threE' /!enl'rally hug 
the \\,p�ll'rn ran�p Jronts. chanl!e trend hy as much as 90', and, in places, diverge 
from ranj{e frolHs lind strike acro!!.. ... baSinS. Quatfrnary offset on the faults is 
dominanll.\· normal �Iil), hut lateral components can be rE'co!!,nizl'd lucally by ('n" 
l'Cllt'fon patterns of fllults ! Fi,rure :H. 

Strm'lural rt·lil'l· ilion!! t ilt' t hrel' faults, as est imated from topographic and 
gpophysicul d,ua. is j!l'nE'rlllly j!reater along central sej!:ments. which arl' partly 
coincident I\ith an arch north of and paral lpl to the Snake River Plain (see 
discussion in Huppel, 1 9�:! 1 .  than along dilital IIE'l!ments (FiJ!Ure :3). Thfse rl'lations 
SU!!'J.!t'st thaI l ilt' ('r-nlna! �l'gments have higher long-term ratE'!" of faulting. which is 
consi!itelll 1\ lIh pstimntps uf short·term slip rate� for \'arious se/!ments. In the Borah 
PE'ak ntE'a. \\hich has ahlJut :!./ km of litructural relief. the P>,OOO-H·old surface of 
the Wi llow CrE'pk fan 1 Pierce and Scott ,  19R2) is offSE't :-J .. � to 4.5 �. including the 
1/) to :!'Ill olhel of IYri;1 tCrone and �achette. 198H The mean slip rate there is 
Ilhollt n.:l tn/loon:,- r. Similar relal ion!i along the central SE'gments of t he Lemhi and 
Rt'ilv(>rh{'ad lauhs :>ug�l'st they haw �imilar rates. In cont rast. thf Arco sl'gment of 
t hl' Lost HiHr fault. which has about onl'-half the structural relief of the Borah 
Peak ar{'a. ha� a m,n: inmlll mE'an !llip rate of 0.1 m/lOOO yr (sl'e discussion of Arco 
�J.!llll'nt: Pit'f('{'. 19R") , :  t he southern sel!ment of the Lemhi fault probably has a 
similcn riltE' 

In  additi(l!I to haying Krl'atE'r structural relief. the central !"egments of the faults 
hn\'{' UlO\ed morE' recl'!ltb than the distal segments. The ages of latest faultinj! 
shuwn on Fi�re :1 are has{'d on the st rltt igraphic rplat ionsh ip of fault s("orps to 
surficial dl'posib whO!i{, aKP� are estimated by stratigraphic, �eomorphic, and soil 
dewlopment e\ id('nl'E' 1 :\laldC'. 1 9i 1 ;  Hait and Scott; 19i8; PiprcE' and Scott, 1982; 
Scott. HIS;!). Tht' 1;1I(·�t QuatNn.1r.\' scarps are typically 2 to .� m hij!h and displace 
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alluvial and j{Janal dl'pr)Slts of l'!IledalE' al!e fas young as l:!,OOO to },=),OOO yr). The 
late Pleistocl'ne and (lldt'r :,-earps arE' as hij!h as '20 m. These do not d isplacE' latest 
Quaternary deposits, hut do offset surfidal deposits that are lrxally as :,-oung 8S 
:JO,OOO yr. but that are commonb' more like deposits datpd about 1(,0.000 yr (see 
discussion of .-\rco s{'gmpnt; Piprce. 1 98,=)) 

A (,(lIlsi�tent patl{'fll of ilJ!es of fault scarps on thl' \\ t'�t{'rn fronts of thl' ran�('s is 
evident on FiJ!Ure :3. Late Pll'i�tocpne or oldpr scarps occur alon/! the southern 
sections of t he Tan/!l' Ironts within ahout 25 km of the SnakE' RI\'E'r Plain: �carps 
along thp c{'ntral and north-cE'ntral sl'ctions of the ran�l's arE' latp�t QlJaternary; 
and thl' ahsl'nce of !"carps alan/! the northernmost ranj!e fronts �u�j!ests that in 
t hese areas the last surface·fauhinl! E'vent is older than latE' Pll'istocene. 

LOST RI\'F.R F.\t·I.T ,\ :--; 0 1983 Sl:RfACE FAI·I.TI:--OC. 

Reconnaissance and d('lmlt'd nlapplll� of the Lost River fault definE'� G or / fault 
Sf'gments that atE' charactprized hy diffE'rent geomorphic expression, structural 
relief. and ages of last l11()\enlt'nt that follow the pattern dis('ussl'd previOlI!ily 
(FII.'ll te:H. 

Fauh scarps al()n� t he :!O-km-Ionj! Area seRnl('nt do not displacE' latest Quatf'r
nary dpposits, but do 01 f:<E'l extensiwly preserYE'd oldpr fan surfaces by a!' much as 
20 m. In thE' arE'a of a t rench across the fault (Malde, 1971.  1985). se .... Pral st rati. 
graphic datums allow e:<l Jmates of the slip rate of th is segment (Pil'rce. 198,)). A 

surfacp estimated t o he about 160,000 yr old based on uranium-senl's a!,:,es of layered 
cnrbonatl' cnat� on dasts in soils is offset about 1 9  m or pos�ibly more. and a 
volennic ash est imatl'd to he about ";'0,000 to J 10,000 \'T old i� offst't ahout 8 m. 
Recausp of hunal a nd lim it l'd exposurl'. the eXistence �f hack rotation or i!raben 
formation cannot ht, 1'\·"luntE'd. so the slip rate of O.Hi t o  n.1 111/11)0,,1 \'t estimated 
from t hese datum� l� r('f{ardl'd as a maximum. 

. 

Near tbe nonhl'rn pnd of the .-\rco segment. the younj!est faulting offsets fan 
gravels about :1 m WiercE', 19R.:;). The inner part of a carbonate coat on a clast from 
the soil in the faulted gra\'el has uranium-series dates of 23,000 and 30.000 yr (.John 
Rosholt. writ ten communi<'ation. in Pil'Tce. 1 985). Carbonate coats from the faulted 
gravl'l and slightly younj!l'T unfaultffi gravel are ahout twicl' as thick as coats from 
a nearby surface eSlimatf'd to he ahout }.I),OOO yr old (Pierce and Scott, 198:!). Based 
on these uranium-�erips dates, earhonatE" (oat thick nesses. and the morphology of 
the scarp. Pierce t 1 9�:) 1 conl"iudes that the younj!l'st fauhlnJ! 011 the Arco !<oeJ!ment 
occurred about :m.OOo \T a�o. 

South of the Ar('o ·seJ!ITwnt . <t lOn{' of discont inuous scarps os hi�h ilS 10 In Ihnt 
displace .urficial dpposits and lavas of late and middle Pleistocenl' age extends 1 2  

km onto thE' Snake Ri\'E'r Plain IKunt7., 1978). The exact nj!e r{'lation!ihip of these 
scarps to t he scarps alon/! thE' Areo se/!ment is not known. hut bot h �ts of scarps 
displace deposits of simi lar aJ!e. 

North of thE' Arco !"egment. the Pa.'s Cr('f'k -wwment. which forms a marked 
dogleg in the ranJ!e fronl. extl'nds :10 km to just south of Lower Cedar Creek. Fault 
scarps arf' ,)resE'rwd only locally a lonj! th is seKmenl . The range front maintains a 
steep"faceted profile as in  adjacent segmf'nls, has high slruchltal relief. and is 
doubt less boundE'd hy a fault. Surficial deposit� older than ahout :W,OOO yr are nut 
well expofled RI()n� most of this spgment , "0 the general lack of scarps is difficult to 
i nterpret , hut fa\llt in� ma�' not h.wE' occurred in  the last :w.ono {o .;().OOO yr. 

Thl' 1:!·km-lon" .\/(I(-Im.\ W/-lnWflt e:\:tf'nds Irom Lower Ct.'d,lr ('ret·k. l'<lst of 
Mackay, to the promin{'nl Iwnd in thl' range front at Elkhorn Crl'ek. Fault scarp� 
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of late�1 QUHlerllflrY ilg'e occur l hrouJ:'hollt lh{' entire seJ:"ment, and J:'enerally lire 
preser\'ed t'\ en 011 steep j : IWI slopes at the base of the ranJte Iront . A trench across 
the fauh sC"arp at till' mout h of Lower Cedar ('reek in a pre· Pi nedale fan deposit 
records sewlal surla('e ·lautlin� evenb, the last of whicll oC('urred after the deposi
t Lon of a pod of " azama a.<;h (f)ROO I'C vr old: Hait and Scott, 197Rl. A date of 4,320 
± 1 :30 1'(, �r A.P. ( W · .J-I:!7J from orga�ic matter huned by collU\ium derived from 
Ihe free farr fornwci dllring' the la:.t surfaC{··frtultin� ewnt indicates I llat this event 
probaht,\ occurred ahout -1,000 yr ago. The Mackay seJ!melll hns I{'s.<; �t ructural relief 
Ihan th{' Thousand Spnng:. se,g-m{'nt 10 th{' north, sUI!"J;:e$ting thai th{' Mackay 
seJ:"menl has a lo\\'eT lonJ:"-term slip Tate. However, the 1,1Ck of evidence of pedimen. 
tat inn of the front , thl;' PO<;ltlOtl of the latest Quaternary scarp on .<;tE'ep fac(,ted 
:-purs, and Ihe hurial 01 t he head of extensi\'ely npos{'d middle Pleistocene and 
older allu\ ial·fan dE'p0sits hy younger fan dE'posits (SCOIl, 1982) suggest that this 
�egment has het'n \pry aCli\'{' in late Quaternary t im{'. 

Thf" TI/II/.l.�and · .... 'Will�,'; '('�m�'nt, which e:\:tends from F.lkhorn Creek north to 
the Wil low Creek hills, was the site of the greatest amount surface rupturing during 
the 19S:l Aorah P{'ak eHrthquake (Crone and �lachetle, 19R-I ), This s{'J:'ment has 
the J:"reAte:-;t :-;truC"tural relief 12,7 km; Figure 3) measured alon� the Lost River fault. 
and t hrrelore prob'lhb' has t he highest long-IeI'm slip rate. Pre- 19S:� fault scarp� of 
Imf':-t Qua!('rnar� <11!t' are hesl prel'erq'd at .<;ifes wher{' th(' scarp lies a short distance 
out Irom the steep mountain front, such as at Cedar, Rock, and Willow Creeks. 
Trt'IH'hes ,1cro:-;s the "carp at the mouth of Willow Creek (Hait and Scott, 19iR; D, 
P. Schwart z and A, ·J. ('rone, per.<;onal communicalJOn, 19R4) "her{' thE' scarp offsets 
an alluvial surface estimAtE'd to he about 15.000 vr old ( PiE'rce and Scott, 1 982) and 
a recnnqruclinn of J!eomorphic surfac{'s acros.� 'the fault IVinrent. 1985) indicate 
that nne pre-19.'�;� surface·faulting e\'ent occurred alonl{ thE' central part of Ihis 
"'t'gment III l:ltest Quaternary time, 

Based on t ht' ful lowing limited e .... idence. the prE'· 19R:I e"('nt on the Thousand 
�pring:. :'f'�m(lnt of{'urrrd prohahly in  early Holocene or latest PleistocenE' time 
rather Ihan in latl;' Holoce ne time as thouJ:"ht hy Hait and Scott ( 1978) and Scott ('t 
af. ( 1 9�,')) ,.l, ... nil ft lTlned III the allu .... ium oflhe hanJ{ing wall and huried by colluvium 
derivE'd from Ihe pr{' · 1 98:1 fault scarp indicates that the j,:;,OOO-yr·old alluvial surface 
of \\'il to,," Crt'ek had heen exposed to soil-formin� processes for soml' period of time 
prior 10 faull lnJ!. In  I hI:' re/'trences cited aho\'e. WE' reasoned that because thE' buried 
soil and nearhy reli(,1 :'011:- formed in the samE' alluvium havE' similar degrees of 
dt'\ t'lopmenl, 1110:.1 of I he 1 :" IHlO-yr·inten al had passed prior to th{' pre-198,1 event. 
On ret'xaminm ion 01 the hUrled .<;oil, �'e find Ihat although t he calcic C horizons of 
hot h :-ull:. are of �imilRr t h ickness, the one in the relict soil contains much more 
:.emndilr�· (,<lkiulll carhonate. and thereforE' prohahly formed over a much longer 
period of t Ullt' than Ihe huried �oil. Furthermore. thE' huried soil is at a shallow 
enou�h depth t seH'ral lens of centim{'ters at most) that it may ha'.e continued to 
accllmulate calCium ('arhonale after huriaL WI" now fa\'or a morE' conservative 
Interprelation-! he soil proVides {'\'idence of se\eral thousand y('ars passing betwl'en 
the :-;lahili7ation ol lhe allll\'lal l'UrfHCe and the pre-19R:1 ewnt. Consistent with this 
intl'rprelmion, 1imited ,",cnrp'morphQioIlY data that \VA!' acquired along the pre-t9S3 
"earp i n  I ht' \\'illo\\ ('n>t'k area (R. C. Bucknam, per!'iona] communication. 1985) 
sugJ!e:-1 Ihat It \\<1." fllOrphuluJ;:ically !'imilar to other :-carps In the Aasin and Range 
th,11 IliTmed i n  lall:':-.I Plei.<;tocene to earlv Holocene time, and that it was too 
dej{radf'd to he of hl1e Holon'lll:' a�e. Th('�('f{)re, we tentat ively ronclude that the 
pre- 19�:\ e\'f'llt (In I he Thousand SprinKs �egment is at  lE'ast se\'erol thousand years 
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older thnn Ihe la:.t t'\l'llt Oil th{' :\Iackay segment . \\hlch UlTurred nbuut . .1000 yr 8J:!0, 
!\E'ar Willow Creek, many l'tatures of the 191i;J brt'il k (Crone and Machette, 

198-1. Fi�1T1;' -I j closely mimic features of the pre·19R� :-C<lrp. The offsrt of the r--�" 
. (;:,. '.. r-r"�"'--' 
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Fl(. 4 LII .... h _11\' .. ,,' hUIIT\' .urL.,q· 1,'llhonK' In the I." .. ! H'H·r.II"'\H'rh�ad area bI;�e<i on �e"erIlJ prr�ll!" ! " '"  1-",· " '\ 1 1  1 '1 ... 1 -Ur!,u .. ,.!"It -h""" I" h:1rhurl''' Idt'nl,fl('d "Uh :lrt, �ho"'n h, 1�.1ti hnl!', 
<.Ih .. , ... 1.t"III IL'I�d "11 h It· __ ' l'rl" lnl' ,'r� -h', .. n 1" d,l,hl!'d J�,Jd hnl' ,-\rN.' ,,' thll k IIaNn liII_ ,dark SI,pp) .. I .trt' I,l�' II Ir"l11 � lJ!ur,· I I pl,lnrl .lft'." aT\' In hJ!hl -1'1'1'11'. h,''In_ ,n '" hilt' 

\\'illO\\ ('rpek 1'1Il ar(,olll"a n�in,l! t ilt, 19)'n (><trt tH.juakl;' \\',1.>; l . .-) to :! m. compared to 
t ile "rt" W�;1 of bel 01 1 10 1.:1 m. Olher features mclud{' a riJ:'ht-.<;teppin/Z pattl'l'n of 
:-;I1OrI 1<1\111:-;, a hroad t'oIllJllt·:\ J!ralll'l1 wllh a (,Oll'o/HCliOlls hor:.t. ,11ld minor thrust 
j'talUres \\,{',.t (II I he gr,lilt'1l 
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The segmellt of thE:' 198.1 hreak that diverges from th(' Lost River fault and 

strikes \\ est inlo the Willow Creek hills in part occurs on remnants of older scarps 
markE:'d hy conspicuous I)("nches and chan!,:es in slope. hut also displaces surfaces 
having no appar('nt e\·idencE! of late Pleistocene offset. The higher structural 
positIon of the Willow Creek hills compared to the basinFo to the north and south 
SU!,:�E:'SIS recurrent uphft of the hills durin!,: the late Cenozoic. Elsewhere, this similar 
pattern of a fault splay crossing a basin occur!'- at Middle Ridg:e (Figure 3). 

The \farm Sprillg.� .�eJt:m('nr extends for 1 5  km north of the Willow Creek hills 
<IS a con!'.picuous fault scan) of latest Quatern:try a!,:e as hi!,:h as S m. The scarp ends 
at Devils ('anyon, wh Ich is also the northern end of ground crackin!': associated 

with the 198:1 earthquake. Along this se!,:ment, the 1983 !':round hreakage generally 

lies on the mid-!>Iupe of the older fault scarp and ran!,:es from scarps locally as high 
as I m to small. discontinuou� cracks. As is the case for the Mackay se�ent, the 
structural relit'!" along the Warm Springs segment is not as great as that of the 
Tho\l�and Sprin�s segment; however, the character of the range front and the hei!,:ht 
and posit ion of the young scarps suggest that the Warm Springs segment has had 
Intl' Quat ernary slip rate!'. similar to those of the other two Sfgments. 

The nllrtht'rnmu�t s('Rm('nt of the Lost River fault extends from Devils Canyon 
to the end of the Lost Ri\"er RangE' l\E'ar Challis, has low structural relief, and shows 
no E:'\"idE'n{'E' of late Quatt'"rnary faulting. 

L!KF.l.Y SITES or Fl·Tt·RE FAULTING IN THE LOST RI\·ER-BEAVERHEAD AREA 

In \ IE:'\\" of our understanding of thE' 1983 Borah Peak earthquake and its 
Quat ernary tectonic seuinJt. what are likE'ly sites in the area for future extensivE' 
�urface fauhlll):! Il{'c()m(,an�·ing large earthquakes? Widespread evidence of late 
Qmu E'rnary surfare fauh intt and the morphology of the range fronts suggE'st that 
futurE' rupture:; could occur along any part of the Lost River, LE'mhi, or Beaverhead 
fault;;. Prediction of specific sitE'S of future surface faulting rt"quires an understand
in!,: of :;ewr4l1 conditions at dE'pth including patterns and ratE'S of strain accumula
tion. physical properties of the rocks. and linkages betweE'n the range·front faults. 
l)nfortunotE:'I�·. WE' kno ..... littlE' about these. Nevertheless, one can view the history 
01 �urfal'(' laultinl:!. the "eomorphic and structural features of the area. and the 1983 

break lrum thE' foHowin" perspectives to gain in!>i!,:ht as \0 which of the segments 
are mor(' Iikf'ly to rupture than othE'rs. Although these pe rspect ives do not allow 
th(' sit e of the n('Xt E'vent to hE' predicted with confidence. they are useful for 
IdE'ntil\in� pot ('nt ial !"ites for thE' next several surface ruptures in the area. 

S,ft'., (·ompnrnbl,' (II 19H:/ break. The 198:l surface fauhinJt occurred along a segment 
with both hi�h "tructural rf'ii€'f, which indicates hiJ(h long-term slip rates. and latest 

Qll:tl E'rnnry ofj'SE't. COl1!"equently. similar M'g-ments can be \·iewed as likely sites for 
futurE:' surfacE' Irmltintt. The part of the Lost River fault that broke in 1983 and the 
central SE'I£Il1(,lltS oj" thE' Lemhi and Beaverhead faults ha\'E' thE'5e characteristics 
\ FijlRlr(' .. A) and t h('rf'fure are likE'ly sitE'S. 

A/1I("cnlt'nt trl�/.ilTcd nlon� fnults linkE'd at dvpth u:ith the 1983 break. If the Lost 
Riwr, LemhI, and Ht'a\prhead faults an" llOkE'd to a !'in!,:ie west-dippin!,: detachment 
at depl h . tht'll t h t'  19�:� sli!) <llclIl!,: thE' central !'ei(ment of thE' Lost RivE'r fault. which 
i� thE' weslernmu�1 01 thE' t hrt'e. mi�ht tri��E'r mO\·E'ments alon!': onE! or several of 
thE' ('ent rOIl �el!lT1l'nt ... of t hl' faults to t bE' northeast ( Fiture 4A)  that would lie highE'r 
on the '1��lInlt'd dt,tadllllt'nt plane. This is analoJ!ou!' to thr displacE'ment of hlocks 
in " l<Huh-lid". in whit"h \ hl' Ill(l\"l'ment of one hlock removes support fur blocks 
hiKher 011 the !ailurl' planE' and COUSE'S some of them to mo\·e. 
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��Jt:ml'nl,� odjnn'rrt to (/11' !·rrd� "t lilt' m(Jm 1983 brcnl; ThE' �Iilrkav and Wmm 
SprinJ::s !'E'!':nlents haH IE''''s ,.t rucl ural rE'lief than thE' Thou!'and Spri��s se!,:mE'nt , 
which accounted for the main part of the 19S.1 surlace rUj>!ur('. and thE'rE'fore 
prohnhly ha\E' ((mer long·tt'rm slip rnte�. HowevN. the Similar hE'i�ht and mor
pholol0' 01 the r<ln;.:t' alon� the,..(' �e�ments and the posit io'1 d 1�l est Quaternary 
fault scarps Oll lhE' 10wE'r slopes of thE' stE'('P faceted spurs ot tht' r3ngE' front su!,:�est 
that all thr('E' s('g-mE'nts ha\(> had romparable rate!' of (�lJatt'rnary laulling. I n  
addit ion, thE' similarity a n  t h e  hE'l!,:ht o f  t h e  latest Quaternary fault scarps along 
the� �el!lIlenb mdinlle,. a!l lhre(' prohahly bad similar amounls Ilf �urf:lre fmdtin� 
in latE:'sl Qurl1ernar� l1mt'. ThNefore, futurE' surfacE'·fauhing e\·ent!' along the 
acijacent sE'pnl'nt ."- .;(>�m !t\..el� If t hl'�E' sE'{'tions of r'1I1g-e fronl ar(' t o  ke('p pncE' ..... ith 
!'Iip along th{' Thou,..;lOd �pnnl:!;; ,;.('�ment ( FigurE' -IH). 

From thE:' E'ndellce prE',..t'n [ ('d E:',lriier. thE' pre-19fn E'\·enl on thE' Thous<lnd Sprin!,:s 
sE'j!IllE'nt \('ariy HolocE:'ne or I;HE'�I PleJ:,toc('ne) prohabl� precE'dE'd the last surfa("e
faulting e\·E'nt on I h e  :,\Ia( ka�· �E'gm�nt (about -1000 yr ago) by at least s('wral 
t housand yenrs. The 19fd E'\t'nl on t hE' Thousand Sprin�s s('!,:m('nt might thE'n bE' 
(':tpt'cted to he follu\\ E'd h�· otf"E't on the :'\lackay f>E'!,:ment. WE' do not know the 8!,:e 
relfltlon of t hE' I)TE:'· lmn. I.lte�t Quaternar�· E'vent(s) on th(' Warm �prinJ:s !Ot'�ment 
with tho�E' on t he :'\Iarkay ,md Thousand Sprin�s SE'J::menls; howe\('r. the Warm 
SprinJ::s �e):!ment dHI ha\ E'  ,1 ,.mall .1mount of surfacE' rupture in 198.1, which may 
act to dela�· it� 1lE:':>:t ('\"('nt h� h,n in;.: relea;;ed the straIn accumulated �incE' its last 
rupture 

Surfan'-f(luftlll.'! .l!np A ,.E:'i;;mlc �ap i� <I fault sE'gmE'nt that ha� not rupturE'd an 
hl;;toril· tllne "nd that liE'� h('l\\e(·n his\ (lrLC fault scarps, stich a ".1p is thou�ht to he 
II likel�· �ile for futurE:' rupture ! Wal1ace and \\' hltney, 19841. Hy analogy, a fault 
se!,:mE:'nt that liE'S bet wt't'n one� h<l\"ing E'\ idencE' of morE' rE'cent.  hut prehistoric, 
hreaka!':(' ran hE' c"lIE'd .1 �urtacE'-fauItJn� !,:ap, and he con!'idE'tE'd a likE'l\" site for 
futurE' fauhmg. The Pass ('r('ek �E'�ment of thE' Lost RivE'r fault has no e\:idence of 
late Plei�t()('enE' or HolvcenE' mo\·('ment ; however, it liE'S in an area having high 
structural reli('f and an Impo:,m!,: rang(' front ( figure 4C). Vo·hich su!':!':ests that it 
prubahly h(l� .1 1()1l�·tE'rhl rale of !aultin!,: simalar to that of adjacE'nt !'('!':ment. that 
have mpturE'd in late I'IE'bton'n(' or Holocene timE'. A fE''''' !'E'!,:ment� of the Lemhi 
and Hf'anrh('ad t<luhs .1bo fall m t h i .;  cate!,:ory. 

OthE'r po!'sihle gaps arE' .. llI)\\ n in Fi)!\JrE' ''C by the da!'hed hold linE'S along latest 
Quart('rnan· faults: hO\\{'\er . ... () !tttle if> known ahout the 3,1::e relations hetween 
individual �t"l/:mt'nts uf t h(':,E' l,lI t',., QualE'rnary faults that surface-faulting 2aD9 

cannot bE' dt'tined with cert;lanl� . 

('harncll'n,tfC. "ff,c'l a.'.'UIIIIIJ/-! ( "rl.,ton{ .,tram (J«·umulol/OII. Schw.1ft7. <lnd Cop
I)ersmit h t 1 9x" l propo:;;e that il gi\ en f<luit sE'"ment ruptures "hen a cE'rtain strain 
thrE'!'huld is reaehed and rt' .. ults an a c haracteristic surfacE' offl>et .  If WE' <lssume that 
slip rates est imat('d from !,:eologic rel"tion� renect m('an strain rate� on a �egmE'nt , 
then an offset is IikE'ly wht"n thE' product of the slip rate and thE' timE' !'incE' the last 
surflll'e - f"ult ln!,: (,\'('nt appro;lchl'� I hl' charaC"lf'ristic off!-et . The Arco !>e6(ment has 
�n (,st i mat ed maximum lOf1�·t(>fm �lip ratE' of about 0.1 m/ 1000 yr and ha!' not 
ruplucE'd in tht' p"�1 .10.(\00 � r. \\ hirh �u"j!eSls a pOlent inl !l.twin accumulation of 3!> 

nHll"h iI� .\ III \ Pn'n·('. I �I:'GI prO\ Idl'c\ Ihat I Ill' r,l1 E' of!-t  r<lin acnlllllll,ltlOn ill the last 
;W,t10() yr i� equal 1 0  I ll(' lon�·1t·rlll mIt' A ... thl' surf;ll"e off�l,t ,l{"companyin!,: thE' 
19�:� E':lCthquak{, and prt·hl.�torl(" ! !11 .�(·t-. (,�t imatl'd ! rom trench studj('s are 1E'!'s thnn 
this, mo\�mellt Ull I ht' An·o ,.l'gnH·nl r<lll hE' nmsldt'red \l\erdl\(, ( FIj.'1.lre -10). The 
pott'nlial s1rain an·uJIlUI.Hiull ')11 Ul ht>r I;mlt �e�menl s is nvt as wdl k nown. howE'\'er. 
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limited �enmorph1(' iniormation on the southern se�ment ofthf" Lemhi fault suggests 
that surl"a('e·fallitinl! en?nts may have <l similarly lon� (10· yr) recurrence interval. 
The time silKC the idst surfa('e·faultlng event on this segment IS > 1 .'"),000 yr, which 
implies a potential �tn�in a('cumulation of > 1  .1 m hy usin� the slip rate for the Arco 
segment .  

C;rouPIn� of  f'l"('I1(.'. Surface fauhin� alonf: segments m.n�· not occur at uniform 
rates, but rather as intervals of activity along onli' sli'gment or a belt of leveral 
sf"gments separated hy periods of diminished or no activity durinJ!: which !Surface 
faulting is con('entrated to another area (e.g., Wallace and Whitney, 1984; Wallace, 
198;')), If such grouping- in space and time occurs in the Lo�t Rlve

·
r· Beaverhe.1d area, 

some of the pre('eding perspt>ctives may simply be manifestations of it. For instance, 
grotlpin� prondes an explanation for surface, faulting gaps; the �aps are segments 
that are in a relati\'ely inactiw inter\·al.  Likewise, the occurrence of latest Quater
nary offsets on the ('entral se�ments of the faults may he a funclin of grouping. In 
addition, nonuniform rates of surface faulting for a g-iven segment ..... ould negate the 
assumption of uniform sirain accumulation for the characteristic offset perspective, 
The demonstration of grouping is a poorly understood but key component in 
understanding tht> kinematics of late Cenozoic deformation in the Losl Ri\'er" 
Bea\'erhead area (as well as other sites in the Basin and Range) and thereby bf"ing 
able to better predict sites of future surface faulting 

\\'hether or not grouping- occurs, we regard several fault segments as the most 
likely candidotf's for futurE' surface faulting in the Lost River·Heaverhead area, 
These sites are: ( I I  sei:ments of the Lemhi and Beaverhead faults that ruptured in 
lalest Quaternary tIme and hS\'e high structural relief. and Ihat perhaps had some 
support remon.d b;. thli' \ 9R.1 displacement on the Lost River fault (Figure 4A) and 
(2) the \1cl('ka� srgment of the Lost River fault (Figure 48) hecause of the apparent 
Similarity In the latest Quaternarv fault activity along the Thousand Springs and 
Macka�' segments. 
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Hatl.!'.1 H .  Jr. lind \\" F. :-, ... ,\1 I I'I�I'\ I. H>lIoI("('n� fnull ,n!!. L,,�\ HI\"('r RBII�('. 10:"lh". (;1'''/ .',>(" .... ", :\10., 
" Ith I'",!!, 10, ! I �  H ..... nn!. K A .  (' I  n \  1 197"';1 I'r('I, ,,, lnar ... m.p nf �"un� r:lult� In Ihl' l'nt1('o S\;H\'� a, a I-'Iuoe In p" ��lhlf 
fault :"ICt'\lI�. I S (;1',,1 Sun \1,,(, Flt-Io :-O\urllf< \1ap :'t.1F �jHi 

KunlZ, \1 ,\ I UI"";�I (;f"I"�" map "l lhl' Ar(u Rli! S"ulhfrn Hunl' at(';t. BUill'. Ul;un,'. an,1 Hma:h;t."l 
{'ounll('�. loah". ( : .. ; li",,1 ,','U'I . I}p.·n F,It' R'pf 7." .JO;? Mahty. [) R [) I. 1'('1..,,"" . .. nrl (' \\" \\"11�nn !\!:t7�t 1'f('limlnary I<:rll\l1\ m;tp of '''mhtrn Id;thu, 
" S (;",,1 .'url . lip.' " , "',,, H,pl 71 7� 

M,,\rl('. H E 1 \\:1:1 1 Cl'ol>ll('( ,me,1 ,>:,11 1"11 "I 1311111nl<: n('ar Ihe ;-":al,unlll R(,lIclor T('�lIn� Scation, Idaho. 
"llh .1 .-t., II"n "" nil' r"I',.rthqllat.t- _,"01(" h� .� \1 l',n and .1. l' Eaton. f '  -" li",,1 ..... ,,'1 . . ()(>("" 
Fd,' /{'rl 

�1:llot. H E I I !I""I qu"l('rn" n I" ult,nl/ near Ar(o and Ho .... ('. Idaho . •  n " rlK" ,·dlflR' ,,/ I{.'",l-,hup 
XXt"TIf.m l/r,' H .. roh f',·ak. fdoh ... f.Qrrh""<lk.·. R. S. SI('ln ano R C. Hu(knam. Edlior'. (" S (;C'ol 

Sun . Up'·,,·F.!,· R,pl .�i-.!�I. :!u7 21"> 
\f/lfl(an. L :\ .  [) . r  J)"hI"TI\ ,\nO \\ l' I.l'l'man 1 19 ...... 1 Ii!ntmhrtlf� o f  Ihl' (','�Inn Snak .. HI'('T I'lam 

1" 'O�n(f fnr m,ll"r ('0I1dH.I I"rmm� .. rul.>II" n, .J (; .. "phl' N .. , 89. 1'\1,";-�;7R 
:-":ak,u ••. . 1. t\ (" \1 \\ t'1I1 ""rth. ,mO .\1 ;-..: .\1,11 h"H(' 1 191'1�L Qllalt'rna,� fault nt,11' <>1 t1w it",," ;tnO 

Hllnl(' ano H,,, (;rano� HilI I'r'" lo .. n('_. y,1',ll'rn t 'n,l('d SIal('s. ,
. 

S (;.',J S!.In 11(>("" Fd,' H .. pl 
rl;?-,"'7!' 

O·�(',I! . .  ' \1 ano D l, I."p(,l ' l!-l ... ·" ('hMa,'lff nnd f('�lonal �Io:nllkan(' or (;u'JI Fall� Ifl'l"n,( lon('. 
fa,I '·fnlr.ll lo,lh" ,mo 'H-I ' fnlral :'>1"nI.1na. Hull A.", .... "'>(" 1"'/r (; .. .,1 69, �:I"";,H7 

" ll'rn'. K L 1 )9.'.'.1 Qu,.lunMI h" ,,,t\ "l lall!III.!! un Ihf Atc" �l'i!m('nl of Ihe Ln,1 RIIH fault. r('nU;t1 
1,I..h". \II /'" . ,·,t!111J:' , ./ \I·"r�·.h"r' S.\ \ fli "n II ... H"roh I" ·�"J,. Idnlw. f;nrlh"",IA ... H S Su',n alld 
R C. Hu(knam. Edll�'r". C .". (; .. "/ ."lIft iJP'I'" Fd,' R .. pf X;_.!90. 19'>-:!06. 

Pit'T(f. K. L and \\" F: �""11 '19S21 I'lfl,I,>c('nf fpl�,Kle� of ;tll\l\,al'pal"el d('p"Mlwn, �"lIth('a�teTn 
Idllhu. In ("" ",,:,<,,( fi.'"I,,),!.' ", Idah". lllll lionnl(h�('n and H. \1 Hr('('k('nudl!('. Edltufll. ldahu llll.,.au 
of \hnes and (�e,,111tl'. 1\1111('1," :!h. +;. .... ,. �o:! 

R,,·",)lrl�. \1 \\" 1 \97�11 ('haTllc!('f and ut('nl nf ha�ln tana:(' lall!tlnl(, "'f'"!Ilftn Monlana and ('IISI ('nlral 
. Idahu. H"d" .\I"IIIIlam ...I.,"�' (; .. ,,/ arId ( 'llIh (i .. ,,/ r\.H()( . 19i9 Ha.<ln and RanJ;:(' "" "'POM�"" \Il�

\9:1 
Ruppll'l .  E. T. I \�I�:!I (" '11"1"'" hl,,,k '11,1,11- In t'a" ·rfnHal lddh,, "'10 ,,,,,,h"'(',1 :'>1,,"1,111.1. r· . ...: (i,,,1 

S!.Ir( /" ""'" /'" ".." U.!-I 
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Ir"n] thf \\""",11, h ,111<1 :->,In .\1I0r�.I' 1.,,,1t ,,,,,,,, . .  J fi.·"ph,� Nt'. fi9, t>f�l_�,I;!j" 
Scult. W. F. 1 1>l1l.:! 1 �urlil"l.11 �"" Io'I!I( 11,.11' " I  Ihl' (,1I�tl'rn Snak' RI,('r PJaln 1'I"d ,IO)II('nl "tfa�. I I I '  10 

1 1 ;,· y,I'�I, M;'h" ."HI \\"" ,n"nl!. \ "'; 1 ; .. ,,1 :-'Ul""\ . \II�(. ln\"l'�1 SeT �tap I I 17:! 
&01 1 .  W F. . "  1. I'IPrn. ilno \1 H Hdl\. ·1t 1 1 91\.; 1 QU(1lfrnafl Ifclonl( �f'Iinl! of Iht 191\'\ Horah 

Peak I"Irlttqua\.p. (·"nl r,11 10,11"1" In I" ' � " " rlrnll' ,,/ Wurk-h"p .'\X\"/If "n Ih, Haroh " " ok Idaho. 
f;orlhl,/(,ak.·. R :'i. :'i11'1" ano R C HII< I.n;tm. F.dI111rl. ! ·  :.j G('ur "'!.If! . 0".·,..,.'11(" Hf'pl. ,oI.'.i-lSO, I ·  14; 

::;nlllh. H It and \1 J. Sh,t t '  nl:� 1 C"nll''''I�,rar� If(\Onlr� and 'l('1�mlnl� "f the "·r.I('rn llmlt'd Slalf� 
"'Ilh ('mphn�l� nl'l Ih(' IntI'TI'i"'lIntllln ,t-" ml(' helt. H!.I1I (i .. ,,/ .... ,>(" A", 8�, j:,m.-,- 1:! ! B  

Smith. R R. .  \\" [ )  Rlrhill'. a n d  I >  I n"'l't 1 \ 91'1'») T h ('  Aurah 1'('ak ('ar1hquakl" R('I:"Hmal �u;m1Cit�. 
klnfmllu(,� or fmdllnl!. :lIIO II'<"I<>n.( ",t·rhan,�m . •  n I'r'KN."dlnf.:' ,,/ Work'hop XX\'1I1 "n thl' R"roh 
I'.·o/;;. Ido"". f:n'I">.j"" �'·' It ;..; ;..;".", �",I It (' Bu.knam. EII,I<>h. C · : ... . (i",,1 .'(Jf( • 0p"n · f,l� H .. pl �',_:!�H! :! II; 21;1 

S"'IlIl. t' H 1 11.  I) l '  :,<,'k",HI! ."',) 1. l"Iult 1 \91\111 H("("utr('n(' flf ",,,onatE' I" IIHI(' m,lj:-mtud. 
earlhl.l'J.1k('� pr<>d",·l''' h' " ,rI.l<t' 1.1<,II,nl/ " n  Ih(' \\'a�at(h fault 1."'11". I tah. Hull "'''',,,, S,>(" .�'" 
70, 1�.n-HI;"2 

Vjll4.·('nt. K. H. 1 I !JII..-, 1 :'>If .. ,ur('mfnl " f 'I"rt,(al l('cl<>nlc "ff�1 "'I11� lonl(uud"'JI pr"rtl('� of lall)I('o 
�('tlmurllhH" ,\lrl,w(''' IIfM Hor,111 I',.,,\. Idaho ,1 p,('hmllllH�' r('JI"rt. In l'r'�""dlnJ:' "/ U·"rk.,h"p 
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WIIIIIICt', R. F.. t 191\ .. , \'ari'''<ln� In �Ii/l ralt'�, nultration. and ,I1f!1UPlnll of 1'oll!} t'\".nt� on fllull. In tht' 
Grl'at Ruin Pro\lncl'. In /'rf.:('l.'dlnN� '" Work .• hop XXVIII 0'/ (hc Borah Prak. IdQho. Ea'thquo�, 
R. S. SIl'1n and R. C. RU<"knam. Edltors, i'.S. Grol. Slotfll .• OPf'".F,/r Rrpt /t.;-29fJ, 17-:.!6 

Wallan, R F.. and R. A. \\'hllnl'� t 198",1. Lall' QUIII.rn.ry history of th. Stlll ..... I., wi.mlc rap. :'<It'v.d,, 
8ull. Sturn. SOl:. Am. 7-1, 301-.11",. 

William •. P. L., H. R. ('0\ in�on. and K L. Pil'rc. ( 1 9.'121. C.no�oic Slt.tlltraphy and ttctonic " 'olullon 

oftht RAft Ri\tr hll�In. ldah<l. 1n C""l'lOIC Gf'O/ot:-· o/Idoho, Bill BonnlCh�n and R. M Bttcbnndltl', 

Editor •. Idaho Bureau <If '\I,"l'� !l.nd Gf'Olo� ,  Bullttln 26. 491-M4 

u.s. G£OI.QGI("AL St "\n 
DI:N\'EJI FEDERAL C't1'oTEII 
DE,..\'ER. ('OLOUDO 80225 

ManuJ.fripl H'c'I\·to :.!7 Dtctfllhtt 19�4 

(U,t" I 
in publlc:ly available moaItorinl report. tor the lNELJ a report entitled lNE:L 
EnviroDmental Char.c:terization Raport and it. appandixe. (EG&G Idaho, Inc:-, -, -
1984 tha Final EnviroDmental 1m ac:t Statement tor Vaate Hana ement 0 era-
tiona at tha Idaho National Englneerins Laboratory (ERDA, 1 9 7 7  a ) ;  and an �_ 
roamental Evaluation at Alternative. tor LODg-Term Hanagement at Dehnse 
Hish-Level RadioactIve Va.tes at tha Idaho Chemic:al Proc:e.s ing Plant (DOE, 
19820) , 

3 . 1 . 4 . 1  Topolraphy 

Tha .urfac:. of the INEL is ralativaly n a t ,  with predominant reliaf man
ilastad either a. vo1c:anic butta. Jutt inl up out ot the de.ert Uoor or a. 
unevanly surtac:ad b •• alt Uow. and/or Uov vent. and tiasure.. Elevations on 
tha lNEL rani_ t rom 1585 lIIaters (5200 teet) in the northea.t to 1450 met.r. 
(4750 faat) in tha .outhwa.t, with tha avarale bainl 1525 metar. (5000 faet). 
A broad topolraphlc: rldla extend. northward throulh tha lNEL, ettect ivaly 
.apsrat inl tha drainala ot mountain r.naa. northve.t ot the INEL frOID the 
Snaka River. 

Tha Iround .urfaca ot tha ICPP are. ia also relatively Uat, with 
approximately 9 matars (30 faet) ot mixad sedizunts c:overinl the underlying 
ba.a1t .urfaca. na elavation on the .outh end of the ICPP araa i. 
1498 . 9  matera (49 1 7 . 5  fee t ) ,  3Ilopinl to 1496. 7 meter. (4910 . 5  teat) at the 
northarn parimatar. { � �n u 1",k ,,(,/� ;,,, f r:_ --'I.. r..-D ,a."'P r ) 

fh",''''7,-r ),.- ' . 
3 . 1 . 4 . 2  GaololY � I ( I f/titf'f",� /P;) 

L ffof" E",,,,,, , lli-z.d' � 
Tha Snaka Rivar Plain ia a y.lolr.phic: dapra.sion that axtand. from 

tha Idaho-Orelon bordar to tha allow.tolia Volc:anic: Plataau (Filura 3-2 ) .  
The plain i a  c:ompo.ad of two . ructuralfy dia.imilar .e.zunt. , tha we.tern 
portion ot tha Snaka Rlvar Pl.rin, whic�; .eophy. ic:al avidanc:a indicates ia a 
Iraban .tructura bounded on bpth north, and south by lar.a normal tault., and 
the Ea.tarn Snaka Rivar PlaID! (ESRP) J whic:h i. not bounded by fau1 t.. The 
INEL b locatad on tha ESJU" �hlCb b :c:on.iderad to be tha easter��st axt@n-;. 
sion of tha Columbia Plateau provinca Tha ESRP i. bO�bythe- Nor'Uiern 

jOcky Hountain provIiie .. ·"tot e-nortli"�ha Hiddle Roc:ky Hountain provinc:a to 
tha aa.t, and tha Ba.in and Rsnla provinc:e to tha aouth (EG&G Idaho, Inc:. , 
1984 ) .  Tha ESRP h a volc:anic: plaIn that c:on.bts ot a sarh. of volcanic: 
c:aldera. ovarlain by extru.lve volcanic roc:k. intarbedded with alluvial, 
1ac:ustrlne, .nd aaolian sediment.. ne c:overed volc:anic: c:aldara. are predom
inantly rhyolitic:. Tha extru.lve volcanic roc:ks are larlaly ba.altic: lava 
Uow. that may c:ontain moderate amount. of welded tuff and rhyolitic: pumic:e 
(EG&G Idaho, Inc . , 1984 ) .  fftl'''''"'''' , 

Important atruc:tural and tectonlc/(eature. ot tha re.ion eurroundln. the 
INEL inc:lude tha bloc:k-faulted Lo.t Rl'var, the Lemhi, and the Bitterroot 
Ranga. of tha Horthecr OCkY Hountain)provinc:a to the north; tha b10c:k-
taul tad mountain. of e Ba.ln and Ranle provinc:e to the .outh; and the rilt 
z.ona. in tha ESRP. L jJllyJ�"" "rf,)� 
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C.hAIi� r, �;f� ...... """7�'" 7ft;" ES"/l,&' " 
; I" ,,) ('.k .. t..(..o 

... r r  � PLt(L � �/(tr , 1  .. t Wo '\" \ ," ,1/ St' ' II' . 
..f4 , .  �llr, I/I"o/ l' � f '  1 Th. mountl10orth of the lNEL "ara lormed by Dormal ���etDen..t. aloDI " : ",l northw •• t-'0Erth at-tnndlDI rault, atertlna in the Eocene Epoch. Th... 11 

t fault. cut 01 r fold. lad thruat tault, of Tria •• le to Eocene I" (Arm.tr�n& 
and OrIe l ,  1 65 ) .  ..lA turn, the normal fault. 'r, cut by strike-.lip tault, "-1.9.l 1 a r.ely riaht-Iat.ral mov.m,nt that occur in In eO-kilom.ter-wid. 
OO-mll.-wi�.) by 240-kllomllt...t.r.:..l.oJ1H..ls.o...u.�nc.l....z.QAt...b.t" •• n Area, 
Idaho, anet th. Bia Hal • •  ,..!.La in Hont'aa--<Rupp.L,...-l.91t.S.l. G'OPbY'lC;l

i'"C!l
�rv.y. 

. I h.v�-.'iiOifU-rn.- out:li ... 't"marlln ot the Norl:li'iiiiJ{OCkY-Ko\:iii"t'"iTn prov n e to 
be • northe •• t-.outhwe.t-tren nl norma au . e r  ea .p aeement .10DI 

, thia tault ia bellav.d to b. on the ord.r of 300 m.t.ra ( 1000 f •• t )  (Sparlia, ( i 198 2 ) . Anotber .tudy p.rtormed by Slarr. G.opby.ica, how.v.r, tound no 
.videne. for .uch a tault (Kinl and Doyla, 1982? I.J��.SA- " � 6  $'ZJ�_" e,,'S ? � 

J:,,, " ,..r.l' .. �',.,. .::.0.1 � .. <;,,., • .c 'I! J'I,�I,_ ,,,., ,,�·1,r ? 
Th. b •• at t plat.au upon .hich tbe lNEL ia loc.ted 1a po.tul.t.d to 

contain three north ••• t-.outh ••• t-tr.ndiJIl rUt zoa •• th.t m.y h.ve torm.d by 
t � the .xt.naion at Ba.in aad R.nl. t.ctoai .. iato thla '.r •• (Filur. 3-3 ) .  

--Tli.IIii.-rU"t-iOilH�uld b.v. beeJi)the c.nt.ra tor ba.altic eruptive v.nt. 
the lNEL, the rUt. b.inl defined by the linear arranl.llDAlnt at vant. aad 
tia.ure. (Kuntz and Dalrympl., 1 9 7 9 ) .  kr,,,, - "2 " �  .,t;c .#,,.;. 

Thre. normai t.ult. a •• ociat.d with mountain buHdinl north at the INEL '" h.v. b •• a id.atiti.d a. occurrinl on tb. BSRP. The •• • r. the Arco, How. , .nd .- \ -Bound.ry- fault. (BG&G Idabo, Inc . , 1984 ) .  -6." ,;. /'�".. .:0. .... .IP.._ nyV-.. 
J"U .. � ... .6 .. ,,,,,� . , !'� t Th. Area F.ult aad the How. F.ult .re botb bel i.ved to have b.an active l�'! ft,at ... n 100,000 and 1 5 , 000 yeara.. b.tore pr ••• nt Both ar. aouth.ru .xt.n-/ sian. � n.,?"rmal tault. a •• ocia�d .it mou aia uH to the aort Th. 

Arco I.oft i. tb • •  outh.rnmo.t at the Lo.t River Rani. roat Faul� 
syat.m, and the Ho •• Fau;t i. an .xt. "'·bt the L.mhi Rani. Front Fault ' 
.y.t.m. Th. Areo ra�n- i. bel iev.d to ... t.nd appro .. imataly 15 kHomet.rs. 

7 ,--<9,3 wll •• ) tDto the !S:2; Att.mpt. to lIDAIa.ure the l.nlth ot the Ho .. Fault . on tha ESRP h.v. b.an un uec ••• tui. Only Iravity d.ta .UII •• t that thh 
tault .",tand. into the BSRP. Althoulb •• v.ral .uthor. h.v. po.tulat.d that 

1 1 th• Boundary Fault 11 •• alonl the northw •• t m.r.in ot the KSRP, I.OPhY.ica
.
l /

' 
, Ii  data and •• 01011e tla1d r.connah •• nc. mappinl .ul ••• t that . boundary taul,:( 

'Jlr.".I at the malDitud. D.C •••• ry to .xplain the •• iamie .vid.nc. do •• Dot .xia-t'" 
7 (EG&G Idaho, IDC. , 1984) . � , .  l d- /(..." Cbn 1982 [loa'?' t. I'br,, ' ..., .,... ..... ,/"..1',,.;., : 

3 . 1 . 4. 3  Saiamic .nd Volc.aic Activity 

Th. Int.rmountain S.iamic B.lt (ISB) and the Idaho S.hmie Zan. (ISZ) 
are the two maj or ar.a. of •• hmic activity n •• r the BSRl'. At th.ir clo ••• t 
point., the .ehmic zon •• 1 1 .  appro .. i.lut.ly 20 kHomet.rs ( 1 2  II.H •• ) tram the 
INEL, .ff.etiv.ly .Dcirc11nc the lNEL aD all aid .. ... c.pt the .outh.,..t quad
rant (KG&G Id.l;lo, Inc . ,  1984) . 

Altboulh bilh-malnitude •• rthquak •• do not oriciD.t. ben •• th the lNEL, 
lara· R.rthqu.J.k •• do occur in the .dJ ac.nt .ehmie b.lt. (BG&G Id.ho, Inc . ,  
1984 ) .  The larc • •  t r.port.d • •  rthqu.k • •  v.nt in the ISZ occurr.d aloal the 
.a.t.ra tlank at Bor.b Pe.k (Lo.t River R.n •• ) .ppro .. i.ately 64 kilomet.r. 
(40 mU •• ) nortb ... t of Arco (T.bla 3 - i ) .  Thh •• rthquak. occurred aD 
October 28 , 1983, aDd h.d a ID&IDitud. ot 7 . 3  on the Richtar .cale. Althoulh (Jf/ 3-8 
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O . t  ... , I ,  1101 4 1 . 1  1 1 1 . 7  
J u  .. 2 7 ,  1125 21.0 112 . 2  
Wuoh 12.  ,.34 4 1 . 1  1 1 2 . 1  
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th. ahock wa. felt, no .truetural or .afety-related damage oeeurred at the 
INEL (Gorman and Guen%.ler, 1983 ) .  

Four earthquake. have been eent.red withIn the ESRP, although none ha3 
exceeded a Riehter .cale magnitude of 1 .  The only earthquake to have its 
epieentar within the INEL wa. a 0 . 7-magnitude event eentered 6 to 8 kilo
metera ( 3 . 7  to 5 mile.) aa.t of the NRI' . No damage from the.e earthquakes 

� (wa. report.d (Kin, and Doyle, 198 2 j  EG&G Idaho, Ine . ,  1984). 

tl'J\\'� '",.. .'\\'f' \�,r :Peak aeeeleration. for 100- and lOOO-year return perIod. were deter-I mined for the ANL-V ar.a loeated in the .outhea.t .eetion of the INEL 
(. (Tera, 1984 ) .  It wa • •• timated that aeceleration. of O . 073g and 0 . 14g have 
�\l� 1.'1, return period. of 100 and 1000 year., re.pectively. I� lenera l ,  ar.a. of the 

o INEL northw.st of the ANt-V ar.a eould expeet signif ieantly .tronger ground 
motion for the same return period.. Thi. i. becau •• the .ource ar.a for the 
earthquak •• produein& the •• p.ak aee.leration. Ie largely in the ISZ to the 
north.6. e;;.�,L ��� 

B.eau.e the INEL is loeated in a provinee built prineipaUy by volcanic 
eruption., there i. a potent ial for re.umption of vo1eanie aetivitie.. Vol
eanie proe ••••• that milht affeet faeilitie. at the INEL are lava fiow., 
earthquakea a •• ociat.d with vo1eaniam, ground deformat ion, and explosive 
eruption. (EG&G Idaho, Ine . , 1984 ) .  

Reeerat lava flows on the ESRP are ba.altie i n  eompo.ition, aDd have 
traveled a maximum diatane. of ]0 kilometer. ( 1 9 mile.) from th.ir .ouree3 , 
with ara aVera,e dhtanee of 5 to 10 kilometer. (3 to 6 mile.) (EG&G Idaho, 
Ine . ,  1984 ) .  Th. mo.t reeent vo1eaDie aetivity in the ESRP oeeurrad 64 kilo
meter. (40 mile.) weat and .outh of the INEL .1onl the Great Rift and King ' .  

r(J;_� � Bo"l Rift approximately 2100 year • •  'io. ,.he moat reeent vo1eanie activity On 

�� the INEL oceurred about 1 2 , 000 year. ,,�<.�J:t out.ide the ea.tern �9�� 
.. �;y 

..... , of the INEL, the Hel l ' .  Half-Aera flow la. been dated at 4100 yean ago. the " I mean rate of oeeurrenee of vcleani<; eruption. i. e.t imated at betw.en � , OOO 

fJ" and 100 , 000 year. (Kunt:r;, 1978;  Kuntz and Dalrymple, 1 9 7 9 ) .  Becau.e of the 
'1 ; � of the previous f low. aDd the location. of the INEL fae i l i t ie . ,  

.�· 114' 7 .afety-relat.d probl.ma due to l ava flow. a r e  not anticipated (EG&G Idaho, 
Ine . , 1984 ) .  

Earthquake. a • •  oeiatad with voleanie eruptions that milht b e  .xpected at 
tha INEL are of two type.: ( 1 )  earthquake. due to magma movem.nt and 
( 2 )  .ympathetic teetonie earthquake.. Earthquake. due to "Ima movament are 
typieal1y shaUow (1 kilometer or 0 . 6  mile ) ,  of low malnitud. ( 4 . 0  to 5 . 0 ) ,  
and re.trieted t o  ar.a. near the malma .ouree. Sympathetic teetonie earth
quak •• are eau.ed by foreeful inj .ction of malma into exi.ting rift zone. and 
a. aueh are lenerally eonfined to the rift area.. Beeau.e of the low magni
tude and loeal ized effeet. from the •• type. of earthquak •• , safaty-related 
problems due to .ympathetie teetonic e.rthquake. and .arthquake. due to magnla 
movement ara not anticipated (EG&G Idaho, Ine. , 1984 ) .  

Ground deformation Ie the inflation or deflat ion of the land surfae. due 
to the movement of magma. Tha effeet. of inflation/deflat ion tend to be 
loeal ized around aetive voleanie vents aDd thus are not expected to impact 
the INEL (EG&G Idaho, Ine . , 1984 ) .  
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SURFACE FAULTING ACCOMPANYING THE BORAH PEAK 
EARTHQUAKE AND SEGMENTATION OF THE LOST RIVER FAULT. 

CENTRAL IDAHO 

By ANTHONY J. CRONE, MICHAEL N. MACHETTE, MANUEL G. BONILLA, 
JAMES J. LIENKAEMPER, KENNETH L. PIERCE, WILLIAM E. SCOTT, AND 

ROBERT C. BUCKNAM 

ABSTRACI' 

On the momlng of 28 October 1983, the M. 7.3 Borah P •• k NI1hqU.1le struck 
c.ntrlil lc&.ho end formed . y ... heped zone of IlUrfKe teultt ht i. dirided into .  
southem, • ••• tem, end I northem NCIIon. The total "ngth of the ""'ce teultt 
is 38.4 ::t 3.1 km, end the l"I'IUimum net throw " 2..5 10 2..7 m. The ..... r-eurt.ce 
.... t slip direction, determined from the ,.kn of Itriation. in coHuwium, .v .... ged 
0.17 m of ainittral lUp tar 1.00 m of dip slip. 

The 20.8-km-long southem ,ecUon II the main zone of surface faulting end 
coincide. with the Thou •• nd Springl legm.nt of the LOlt Ri •• r f.utt. It hili the 
"rge •• • mount of net throw, mo.t complex rupture pattern" and be.t ..,ldenee 
of .lnl.tr.1 .Iip. Th. lurf.ce faults include zo ..... of ground break.ge a. much •• 
140 m wide, en echelon .carps with .ynthetic and .ntithetic dlaplllC8fMntS, .nd 
Individual scarp. that are ..... rty 5 m high. 

The 14.2·km-long wa.tem section diY8rge • •  way 'rom the Lo., AN.r '.ult ..... r 
the northem end of the touthem MCUon. The n.t throw on ttu. NCtion ia g ..... ,.lly 
Ie •• than 0.5 m but locally I. a. much •• 1.6 m. Th . .... w ruptures a,. poorty 
d ••• loped .croa. the c,.., .nd north nank of the Willow Creek hila; they a,. 
mo.Oy downhill-facing, arcu ... ace,., parhapa incip .. nt "ndslidn, th., mIIy 
o.erti • •  deepar zone at tectonic movement. 

The northem .ection, " 'e.at 7.9 krn long, " on the W.nn Spring aegment of 
the La-t AN" fault and h •• • ma.imum net throw 0' about 1 m. The pattern of 
.urface ,aulting on this NCtion is aimple compared to the other sectiona. A 4.7-
km-Iong g.p In 1983 aurf.ce faulta 'I..,.rates the northem .nd IOUthem ACtions 
but contain. an older acerp of lat. PI.istoce .... . g •• 

Geologic, .el.mologic, .nd geodetic deJa- from the earthquake augg.at that 
bIIrrie,. confi .... d the primllry co.elamic ruptu,. to the Thouaand Springs aegmant 
of the f.ult. Th. rupture propagatect unil.a-... lly to the northweat 'rom a hypocen
.. r ..... r the .outhe .... m end of the .egment. The lOUthe.atem boundeJry of the 
aegment I. m.rlted by an abrupt bend In the ... nge front, a 4-km-long gIIp in .. a
Qu.t.mery 'carps, and tranl'l'8fSe f.utta of Eocene age thet Interaect the Loat 
Rlvar f.ult. 

The northwest.m boundary of the Thouaend Spring. Mgment i. at the junction 
of the Willow Creek hllla and the Lost Aiv.r fautt. Here, the southem and ..... m 
aeetlona 0' .urf.ce '.ults dNerve .nd there la a gap In the 1983 acerpL During 
the fi,.t f.w ... k • •  fter the main ahock. the "rge-magnltude .nd .. rge .trea
drop .ftershocka cluste,.d ..... r this bIInter. LIter, eft.r1Ihocka were lnIIinfy 
north •• a, of the berrier on the Wann Spring .nd Challis aegmen .. , .nd ahowed 
th.t .train adjuatmenta .ventu.lly .ffected the entire northern part of the Loat 
River 'aulL Fault-acarp morphology .nd the bedrock geology auggnt that the 
boundeJry between the Thouaend Spring. and Wann Spring aegmen .. hII. prob
ably ruptured Ie •• 'l9quently and had leu n.t alip during I"I'IUCh of the .. a
Cenozoic than the in .. rior of the adjacent aegm.n ... The 1983 '.utting .ho •• 
that although "'tSJment bound .... can .top or d.fIect primary rupturea, Meand
ary .urface '.ulting can occur on adjacent aegmen .. of '" m.ln fIIutt. A .... 
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QOIJERIIAB.Y RIston OF FAIlLTIRC OR mE A1tCO S1!QmRT 
OF mE lDST KIVEll FAULT. CEIITIlAL IDAIIO 

/&.... 
By Kenneth L. Pierce 

U. S. Geological Survey 

ABSTRACT 
The Arco segment forms the southern 15-20 k:m of the Los t River range

front faul t .  Quaternary faulting on this segment is manifut by prom.inent 
scarps in middle PleistOCl!ne alluvial-fan gravel s.  Latest Pleistocene fan 
gravels are not faulted. Profiles measured along the fault scarp show a 
eystematic relation between maximum elope and the logarithm of the scarp 
height.  The scarp is more degraded than other scarps in the region dated as 
about 15 ka (ka, thousand years old). Both the surface geology and the 
geology exposed in a deep trench across the fault scarp are used to determine 
the history of faulting, which is numerical ly dated by 230Th/234U_isochron 
dat ing of layers from stratifil!d carbonate coats , by fission-track dating of 
ash exposed deep in a trench across the fault, by rates of carbonate coat 
deposition, and by Quaternary strat igraphic studies in the region. 

The history of faulting is constrained by 7 points on a plot of offset 
against age ( fig. 4). In the past 160 ka, displacement has totaled about 
19 til ,  yielding an overall slip rate of 0 . 1 2  m/ka. No fault displacement has 
occurred in the past 30 ka, which suggest fault movement is well overdue if 
strain buildup is assumed to be relatively constant. Some evidence suggests 
this assumption is incorrect and that episodes with multliple fault 
displacements are separated by intervals of quiescence; in this case the next 
offset on this segment could occur either soon or not for tens of thousands of 
years. 

1lITIU)DOCTION 
The Borah Peak earthquake of October 28, 1983 occurred on the Thousands 

Springs segment of the Lost River fault ( fig. 1 ) .  The Arco segment is the 
southern segment of this fault ,  and is about 50 km south of where surface 
fault ing occurred during the Borah Peak earthquake (fig. 1 ) .  The Arco segment 
is about 15-20 k:m long and extends from near Arco to a few kl101Deters north of 
King Canyon ( f ig.  1 ) .  The topographic relief of the Lost River Range along 
the Arco segment is only about half that where surface faulting occurred 
during the Borah Peak earthquake. 

In an evaluation of faulting near the National Reactor Testing Station, 
Mal de ( 1971  and 1985 ( this volume))  described the Arco fault scarp, including 
a detailed sketch of a ID-m.-d.eep trench across the fault scarp. This report 
builda on the work of Malde with the objectiv� of quantifying the fault 
his tory by def ining the fault displacement through time. Towards this end, 
new numerical-age information was gained by meaaurement of the thickness of 
carbonate coats on stones in alluvial-fan grave l s ,  230Th/234U isochron dating 
of layers from these coats, fission-track dating of a volcanic ash, regional 
Quaternary stratigraphic studies, and profiling of the fault scarp. 

SCARP IIDRPIIDLOC'f 
The Arco segment of the Lost River fault ( fig. 1 )  is defined by ".prominent 

but discont inuous scarps (Halde, 1985) in middle Pleistocene alluvial-fan 
depos its. Younger alluvium partially buries the lower part of the fault scarp 
and thus diminishes the heights of the scarp, excepting for some low scarps 
east of the main fault. Scarp heights based on measurement of 27 scarp 
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. • • . • •  No evidenee of Late Pleietoc:ene 01' Holoc.ne faulting 
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gure 1. Hap showing location of the Arco segment of the Lost 'R..1ver fault 
and other Quaternary faults in the Lost River-Beaverhead area. See Scott 
and others ( 1985,  this volume) for discussion of regional settiTl3, and 
for dhtinction of the named segments ot the Lost River faul t. Arrows 
indicate boundaries between !tegments of the Los t 'R..1ver faul t .  RC, 
'Ramahorn canyon, WC, Willow Creek, BP. Borah Peak. 
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profiles range froM 2 to 25 11 (£lg. 2). The higher scarpa result from 
multiple movements because offsets greater than 2 11 are unlikely, especially 
considering the .carps that formed during the Borah Peak earthquake averaged 
only 0 . 8  m high ( Crone and others , 1985).  The maximum acarp angle generally 
spans more than half the scarp height. The scarp generally shows no 
overateepened sections surviving fr01!l the h,st movement on the faul t ,  although 
with very oblique morning light, a steeper slope is visible on the scarp at 
the position of the fault trace just south of the trench (fig. 1 ) .  

C01D.pariaon o f  the maximum acarp angle with the logarithra o f  scarp height 
shows that 80 percent of the variation 1n raa:dmum scarp s lope can be explained 
by scarp height (fig. 2 ) .  This correlation seems high. particularly because 
the scarps profiled are the product of many individual Movements, and they are 
buried to differing degrees by younger alluvium. The data from the Arco 
segment plots clearly below those for either the Lake Bonneville shoreline 
scarpa ( Bucknam and Anderson, 1 979) , and the wes t-facing, late-glacial terrace 
scarps on nearby al luvial fana (Pierce and Colman, in preparation), which are 
both about 15 ka ( Scott and others , 1983:  Pierce and Scott, 1 982) . Studiea of 
Icarp morphology show that, all factors other than t ime being equa l ,  if two 
scarps have similar height8 but different maximum slope angle8 . the scarp with 
the lower maximum .lope 18 older. The fault .carp displacing the 'ICing Canyon 
alluvial fan ("K" on fig. 2) result only frOM the youngest faulting 
event ( a? ) .  Th18 scarp 18 more degraded than 15 ka scarps in similar materiala 
under similar climates ( fig. 2) , thus suggesting the last movement on the Arco 
aegment is older than 15 ka. 

QUATBlUlARY Sl'RArIGUPHY RI!LlNART 'to PAULTIIIC 
The Quateranry history of the Arco segment is based moatly on displaced 

alluvial-fan deposits. The Quaternary stratigraphy and correlation of the.e 
deposits i9 baaed on: ( 1 ) geologic sequence Within deposits from a given 
drainage basin and between deposits of adjacent drainage basins, ( 2) degree of 
preservation of the original surface morphology on the alluvial fans, (3)  loil 
development, and particularly (4) thickness of laminated calcium carbonate 
coats from the undersides of limestone clasts collected from a depth in the 
eoil where coats are the thickest. 

These fan depo8its are subdivided into younger (Qfy ) ,  Middle (Qfm ) ,  and 
older ( Qf o )  units (table 1 ) .  The youngest time of wideapread alluvial fan 
dl!l:position occurred in late Pleistocene time, and little accumulation has 
occurred in Holocene time except a long dr.iugeways in the mountains aad at 
the fan heads (Pierce and Scott, 1982) . The late Pleistocene episode of fan 
depositon, aad presumably the earlier episodes, is related to the colder 
climates of the Pleistocene apparently when winter precipitation was more 
effectively stored as snoW' and released in concentrated aeasonal runoff during 
InOVlDelt (Pierce and Scott , 1982 ) .  

Th. e  oldest alluvial-fan deposit (unit Qfo l ) i s  exposed on the upthrown 
side of the fault. Carbonate coata commonly are betWlen 7 and 10 I!IlII. thick 
(table 1 ) .  Soils have stage III ( locally stage IV) carbonate morphology one

half meter or more thick. Unit Qfo l forma a flat-topped al luvial depoait that 
extenda for several hundred meters from the fault scarp back into the range, 
where it fills old valleys to depths of more than 10 m. The fault SCArp along 
the Arco aegment is formed mostly by Qfol • 

A.t the site of the trench excavated across the fault scarp (fig. 1 ;  
Halde, 1 97 1  and 1 985) . alluvium. of the next oldest uni t ,  Qfo2 • was deposited 
on the downthrovn aide of the faul t ,  presumably in response to st ream grade 
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Areo fault segment 

•• timated age -30 Ka 
B= 16.8 log h + 3.4 

n= 27, r2 = 80% 
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SCARP HEIGHT, h (m) ON LOG SCALE 

Figure 2. Sc.arp morphology of the Area sl!gment of the Lost River fault. 
Regression line for the maximum slope against the log o f  scarp height ha9 
a coefficient of dt!term1nation of 80 percent. �, scarp displacing unit 
Qfm 1 o n  Iling Canyon fan. This plo t ,  and I!spl!cially the scarpg marked "lC." 
suggest thl! scarp of thl! Arco segment 18 older than two other scarps 
which are dated about 1 5  k.a (gee tex t ) .  
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changes in response to faulting. A few tens of meters south of the trench, 
carbonate coats from unit Qfo2 average 5 mID thick (table 1 ) ,  and occur above a 
calcic: soi l-horizon 1/4 til. thick with stage IV carbonate morphology. Loe88 
exposed near the bottom of the trench beneath gravels of un! t Qfo2 contains 
two volcanic: ashes. 'nie upper ash has a chemical composition similar to ashes 
from the Yellowstone area (G. A. Izet t ,  pers. commun. , 1982) , which indicates 
an age no younger than 70 ka, the age of the youngest erruptiona from 
Yellowstone (Christiansen and Blank, 1 9 7 2 ) .  N. D. Naeser (written commun. , 
1 9 8 1 )  obtained a fi!uion-trac:k age of 76 ± 34 ka on glass shards of the upper 
ash. This age might only be a minl11lUUl one, for f h s i on-tracks can anneal in 
glass, particularly for samples more than a million years old. But both the 
cold climate and young age of the ash may make the effect of annealing 
neglible compared to the large 34 k.a uncertainty in the age determination. 

At the King Canyon fan, units Qfm l and Qfm2 bracket the youngest 
displacement on the Arco segment. Unit Qfll1 l 19 offset 2-3 m and has carbonate 
coats that average 2 . 0  mm thick, whereas unit Qfm2 is unfaulted and has coats 
that average 1 . 6  tam thick (table 1 ) .  

Unit Qfy lies across the trace o f  the fault i n  many places, but is not 
faulted along the Arco segment. These gravels have carbonate coats about 1 . 0  
mm thick (table 1 )  and a calcic soil horizon about 1 / 4  m thick having stage I
II carbonate morphology. Aerial photographs show well-preserved braided 
channel morphology on the surface of unit Qfy ( Pierce and Sco t t ,  1 98 2 ,  fig. 
7). Based on regional studies, the surfaces of these al luvial fans are 

considered to be of late Pleistocene age, estimated to be about 1 5  ka (Pierce 
and Scot t, 1982) . 

23On.,21"u-ISOCllROH DATING OF TIlE CARlIOHATI! COArs 
In addition to using the thickness of carbonate coats as an afe indi

cator, layers from the carbonate coats were separated and 230'nl/ 23 U-isochron 
dated. The carbonate coats are layered forming a miniature s t ratigraphic 
sequence that increases in age from the outer to the inner part of the coa t ,  a 
relation that is analogous to a stalagmite formation. Carbonate coats were 
removed from stones and 2-3 layers from a given locality dated by John Rosholt 
(written commun. , 1980; table 2 ) .  

When deposited a s  a chemical precipitate, Caco3 will have a very low 
ration of thorium to uranimun, but some contaminating thorium. is likely to be 
present in any detrital material such as clay or s i l t  incorporated in the 
coat. The dating (table 2) involves an isochron technique described by Szabo 
and Rosholt ( 1982) which is similar to that used by Ku and others ( 1979) and 
employs separate isotopic analyses of the soluble and insoluble phases in 
order to correct for contaminant thorium in the insoluble phase. For the 
dated samples ,  this correction was smal l ,  decreasin� the a�e by no more than 
30 percent of the apparent age based solely on the 30Th/ 2 4U ratio of the 
soluble phase. 

Plots of the Th/U ages versus coat thickness can be used to estimate the 
time when deposition of the coat started and thus the time of stabilization of 
the fan surfaces ( table 2 ) .  Such a plot from the thickness and age da ta in 
Tab l e  2 defines an age of 160 ± 35 ka for stabilization of the surface of unit 
Qfo l from a site at the upper end of the trench (fig. 1 ) .  

Carbonate coats from faulted unit Qfm l at 'King Canyon yielded older ages 
for the outer coat than for the inner coat (table 2 ) ,  which is incompatible 
with their sequence of deposition. Also, the ages of the outer coats from 
unit Qfm l (98 and 42 ka) are much older than the dates for the s t ratigraphic-
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Table 2 .  230Th/ 234U isochron ages of s t rat igraphic layers separated from 
carbonate coats in soils on deposits adjacent to the Arco fault 
segment. Age determinations by J. N. Roshol t (vri tten commun. r 1 980) . 

LOCATION, STRATIGRAPHIC UNIT 

(FIELD NUMBER), AND COAT LAYER, 

( THICKNESS AND SAMPLE LE1"I'ER) 

Section 1 1  fan, Qfo l (P75-64) 

230Th( 234U 

ISOCHRON AGE 

(ka, 1000 YRS) 

Outer ( 4 . 3  mm. ,  c, inc. pendants )  
Middle ( 4 . 2  mm, b) 

17 ± 3 
67 ± 1 2  

Inner ( 3 . 6  tam ,  a )  
Estimated initial age 

King Canyon fan, Qfo (P7922Bl) 
Pendants (2.8 tam ,  not dated) 
Outer (2.2 tam ,  r )  
Middle ( 1 . 5  _ ,  . )  
Inner ( 1 .85 tam ,  u) 

Estimated intial age 

King Canyon fan, Qfm l (P7922F) 
,Pendants ( 0 . 8  mm ,  not dated) 
Outer ( 1 . 2  mra., 0) 

Inner ( 0 . 8  mm., p )  
Estimated initial age 

Xing Canyon fan, Qfm l (P7922El) 
Pendant. ( 1 . 3  DIm ,  not dated) 
Outer ( 1 . 3  mm, y) 
Inner ( 1 . 2  _. x) 

Es timated initial age 

.ill....!.]l 
160 ± 35 

24 ± 4 * 
31 ± 6 

� 
105 ± 30 ** 

98 ± 25 * 

22....!...L 
40 ± 10 ** 

42 ± 8 * 

� 
30 ± 5 ** 

RATE OF CARBONATE 

COAT DEPOSITION 

(mm/lOka)*** 

0 . 6 3  

0.62 

0 . 50 

.Q.,.i? 
Average - 0.60 mm / l Oka 

* Age con.idered to be too great, most likely due to leaching of uranium. 
** Es timated age based on age of inner coat aad constant rate of carbonate 

coat deposition. 
*** Based on estimated age and average thicknass of carbonate coats measu"' e r'l  

on local stratigraphic unit 
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ally correlative outer coat trOll the Section 1 1  fan, a. well .a tor the 

eatimated 1S-ita .g. for the equivalent thickness of eoata on glaelal outwash 

of the laat glaciation. 'l1le old age tor thea. outer eoaU probably results 

trOll. leaching of uranlU1. late in the history of the aample. For the JUng 

Canyon deposita, aton •• with carbonate coats from. unit Qfaa 1 were collec.ted 

trOll natural flU'li.l searpa cut into thea. tana and thoa. from Qfo were 

collec.ted from the Burfaee. Leaching vas currently taking plaee at both thea. 

loeationa. 'l1le inner layers of .11 the c.oatl yielded a8 • •  that appear 

reaaonable, probably because they are Ie •• affeeted by reeent leaching beeau8e 

the inner layera are dens. I' than the outer layers and they are buffered by the 

outer layera .. 

pULJIIllIAllY IIIS'lOU 01' 'nIB AIICO SJ'QIEIIr 
'l1le Quaternary stratigraphy and as.ociated dating infonutlon permit the 

foll()Wing raconatruc tiOD of the history of taul ting aloDg the Area segment 

fr01ll the present to about 160 ka. The Area fault scarpa do not cut unit Qfy, 

which on loa8 fana in the Lost River Valley can be traced to Pinedale g lacIal 

moraln •• ( tabla 1 ;  pierce and Scott , 1982) . Dating of glacial deposita in the 

region ( Porter and others, 1983) and correlation of unit QfY with other fan 

deposita which caD. be related to the 15 k.a Bonneville shoreline indicate the 

surface of unit QfY 1 • •  1so about 15 k,a ( Pierce and Scott, 1982) . Along the 

Lost R1ver fault about 60 1cm north of the Area segment ,  the 8urfac.e of unit 

QfY on the Willow Creek. fan wa. ofhet about 2 m prior to 1983 faulting (Hait 

and Scott, 1978; Vincent ,  1985) . 

Based on faulted and unfaul ted deposits at the King canyon fan ( fig. 1) , 

the most recent displacement on the Arco segment occurred about 30 ka. Unit 

Qfm1 is faulted 2-) m and has carbonate coats 2 mm thick ( table 1) . Unit Qfm2 

is not faulte:d and has coats 1 . 6  mm thick . Dates on the inner parts of 

carbonate coats from unit Qfm1 Buggest an age of 30 ka an.d 40 ka for the start 

of coat deposition (table 2) , as does the overall rate o f  carbonat. coat 

buildup of about 0 . 6  mm/ 10ka. In addition, these coats are tw:l.ce as thick 8S 

the 1 mill coats on unit Qfy, suagesting an age twice the estimated 15 ka age of 

unit QfY, or also about )0 ka. 
At and near the trench ( fig . 1) , the Burface of unit Qfo1 ia offset 19-20 

m (fig. 3D) , or possibly more. About 50 m south of the trendi on the 

dovn throwa aide of the fault, a combined backhoe and auger excavation 

8ucceuively penetrated the fol10w:l.ng: 1) gravelly faul t-scarp colllNium, 

2) eolian sand , and )) Iravelly soil w:l.th carbonate coat:! at a depth of 

5.2 m. MSum.illl the gravelly soil is the top of downfaulted unit Qf0l ' the 

total offset in the past 160 ka is 1 8 ' m .  'l1leae coats uy be from a so11 

developed on the top of downfaulted uni t Qfo1 • Excavation in the bottom of 

the trench expoaed 8 pebbly dlt collwil"l!l overlain by loess that containa two 

volcanic ashes ( fil 3D) . 'l1le pebbly dlt and. loess have an obaerved thickness 

of ) m. Two soils w:l.thin the col1wil.ll each have carbonate coat. that average 

1 .0 mill thick, each implying as much time in their deposition as the 15 

thousand years for the coats on unit Qfy. The dips of these buried scarp 

collwiums in relation to the fault plane suageat the top of unit Qfo1 ia lesa 

than 2 meters below the base o f  the trench. If la, unit Qfo 1 has been offset 

19-20 m ( fig. 3D) , an amount that is consistent w:l.th the 18 m of offset 

determined 50 m to the south. 
At the tim. of dep08ition of the upper volcanic ash, unit Qfo1 was 

displaced at leaat a little more then the thickness of the collwi_ on the 

lower half of the scarp, or a minimum of 4 'II ( fig. 3B) . A estimate of the 

maxim_ di8placement of unit Qfo1 can be baaed on the decrease in alope of the 
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D. PRESENT TO 

3O - 40 ka  

C. 80 !  30 ka 

B. ASH FALL 
BETWEEN 

EAST 
to4ETERS 

70 AND 1101 ka 

A. 180: 35 ka 

WEST 

Figure 3. Schematic eroas sections showing progre.sive displacement during 
the past 160 k.a on the Arco segment. Croa. se:ctions modified from trench 
diagram of Malde ( 1971) combined \lith dating and other information 
described in the text. 
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colluvial deposita that grade upward into the loeas containing the volcanic 
ashe. ( fig . 3B) . At the t ime of alh depoaiUon, offset of unit Qfol was wal 
probably no more than 7 EI ,  for bedding is nearly horizontal in this deposit 
which va. depoaited immediately downslope from the faul t .  If the scarp were 
higher than that shown shown by the curved dashed line in Figure 3B, which 
represents a 7 .. offset of un! t Qfo1 , the dope of bedding in these scarp 
deposits would not be 80 genUe (Fig. 3B) . 

An estimate of the offset at a time intermediate between 30 k.a and the 
time of ash depOsition can be determined by from. unit Qfo2 , which has 5-1l1li 
thick carbonate coats (table 1 ) .  Baaed on a rate of coat deposition of 0 . 6  
mm/ l0 it a  ( table 2 ) .  unit Q f o  has a n  estimated age of 80 ± about 30 ita. On 
the upthrown side of the faJt ,  Qf02 did not aggrade higher than and thus bury 
Qfo1 ( fig . 3C) . Thus by the time Qfo vas deposited, at least 8 . 5  m of 
d i s placement had occurred to accomodale the thickness of Qf02 on the 
dovnthrovn side of the faul t ( fig . 3C) . After deposi tion, unit Qf02 vas 
itself displaced . .MslDing unit Qf02 extended eastward across the fault as 
shown in Figure 3C, the amount of truncation of unit Qf02 by the faul t ( fig. 
3D) requires at least 5.5 m of displacement of unit Qf02• 

For the Arco segment of the Lost River faul t ,  seven constraints can be 
applied to the history of age versus d i s placement ( fig . 4, shaded rectangles 
and solid boxes) . For the overall history during the past 160 ka, the 
apparent slip rate averaged about 0 . 12 m/ka. Between about 160 and 30 ka, the 
rate was higher- about 0 . 1 5  m/b. The detailed history of individual 
diaplacements ia not known, and a variety of pathways throUlh the 7 
constraintl!l shown on figure 4 sre p08siblew Offsets of 2 III are arbitrarly 
aS8\D.ed for the purposes of il lustration ( fi g .  4 ) .  During the Borah Peak 
earthquake , offsets as great as 2 . 7  m occurred , but average offset was 0 .8 m 
( Crone and others, 1985 ) .  

One pattern of offset versus age aSSUDes buildup o f  strain is constant 
and faulting: occurs at intervals directly related to the amount of d isplace
ment 80 the resulting stairstep pattern bas • slope similar to the overall 
slip rate ( fig. 4 ,  solid line) . If strain accumulation is asslDed to be 
constant, about 4 m of strain has acclDulated since the last movement on the 
fault about 30 k.a ago. Based. on typical offseta of about 1 m during the Borah 
Peak Earthquake ( Crone and others, 1985) , this amount of strain is four times 
that expec ted to be released in a single faulting even t .  Ass\D.ing a model 
wi th constant acclDulation of strain, renewed surface faul tiag should have 
occurred about 10-20 thousand years ago. 

A second patten of offset versus age .SSlDes grouping in time of 
multiple displacements separated by intervals of quiescence ( fi g .  4, dashed 
line) . R. E. Wallace ( 1984) suggests d i splacement on a given faul t in the 
Great Basin Province may be spaced quite unevenly in time with intervals of 
mul tiple movements separated by intervals of quiescence. A history shoving 
such temporal grouping of activity is shown by the dashed line on Figure 4 .  
Th i s  line better fita the apparent constraints provided by the quiescence for 
the past 30 ka a8 well 88 the age of the volcanic ash, assuming annealing i l  
not a n  important problem. Th us ,  i f  temporal grouping of activity o n  the Arco 
segment i. valid, prediction of future activity is quite uncertain, for the 
quiescence of the past 30 ka may ei ther continue for many thousands of year s ,  
or may soon b e  broken b y  a nev episode of activity. 
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Figure 4.  Apparent constraints in history of fau l t i ng along the Arco segment 
of the Lost River fault and two contrasting pattern. of offset veraus age 
that fit these constraints. Solid line is constant strain accumulation 
model ,  which implies that another displacement ia long overdue. Dashed 
line il model of clustering of offsets in t ime separated by intervals of 
quiescence, which is compatible with either continued quiescence, or with 
renewed offset. To simplify this illustration, individual offsets are 
arbi trari ly aasumed to be 2 m. 
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Pleistocene Episodes of Alluvial-Gravel Deposition, /'->'., 
Southeastern Idaho 

by 

Kenneth L. Pierce' and William E. Scotti 

ABSTRACT 

In southeastern Idaho, extensive gravel deposits 
occur on alluvial fans and alonl major streams. 
Gravel deposits of late Pleistocene age occur in each 
drainage; older gravel deposits form terraces or are 
buried by the younger gravels. Ales of these deposits 
are estimated (rom stratigraphic relations to glacial 
deposits. sequence relation •• de�e of soil develop
ment. thickness of carbonate coats on stoncs in soils. 
thickness and stratilraphy of IOC'Ss mantles, and 
radiometric ages. These Pleistocene If8vel deposits 
are characterized by ( I )  a clast-supported fabric that 
either is open .... ork or has a loose sand matrix. that 
generally does not completely fill the spaces between 
clasts. (2) less than a fe .... percent silt and clay. (3) 
sorting such that three-fourths of the material in a 
given exposun: is restricted to 4 phi units in the gravel 
range and even better sorting in individual gravel 
beds, (4) subhorizontal beds decimeten thick and 
planar for distances of more than 5 meters, (5) a 
scarcity of fine-grained beds, and (6) general absence 
of matrix-supported beds. In contrast, Holocene 
alluvium is dominantly fine grained and is confined 
largely to upland valleys and to floodplains. Mudflow 
deposits are uncommon, except ... ithin the mountains 
and at the heads of small alluvial fans. 

These late Pleistocene and older gravels ... ere 
deposited by streams ... ith sustained seasonal flo ... s 
probably at least ten times larger than discharges of 
present streams. Glacial melt ... ater is only locally a 
factor in increased discharges because gravels in 
unglaciated drainaRes are similar in age and character 
to those in glaciated drainages. High flo ... s caused by 
an increase in precipitation do not seem likely 
because during glacial times the northern Pacific 
Ocean . ... hich is and ... as the moisture source for 
southern Idaho . ... as colder than at present. Factors 
thought to be responsible for markedly increased 
seasonal discharges are (I)  a thicker cold-season 
sno ... pack resulting from climates as much as 10015"C 

IU. s. Gcololic:al Surwy. Dellvcr. Colorado IIOID. 

colder than present, (2) later and more rapid seasonal 
melt of this sno ... pack. and (3) surface runoff. rather 
than ground-... ater underflo .... of most of this increase 
in seasonal discharge. 

Stabilized rubbly colluvium on mountain slopes 
suggests that the periglacial conditions of the Pleisto
cene produced a greater supply of gravelly debris to 
streams. In contrast. much of the sediment no ... 
transported oy streams is derived from erosion of 
loessial deposits that mantle much of the landscape. 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1974 ... hen we started our surficial geologic 
studies in the Basin and Range provincel of Idaho, we 
expected to find recent, ... idespread mudflo .... and 
flash-flood deposits forming large alluvial fans. In 
contrast, .... e determined that the alluvial fans are 
largely relict Pleistocene landforms. consisting of 
well-.... ashed. relatively coarse-grained gravel. This 
gravel .... as deposited during discrete episodes that 
were probably broadly coincident .... it� Pleistocene 
glacial ages. Holocene sediments are mostly fine 
grained and are probably largely re .... orked loess. 
They are restricted to small deposits along major 
drainages, .... here they cover late Pleistocene gravels. 
This contrast in almost every drainage bet .... een the 
gravel deposition during late Pleistocene time and 
the mud deposition in Holocene time documents a 
marked change in stream competency. 

In southeastern Idaho, these aluvial gravels arc 
areally much more extensive than glacial deposits and 
provide a much more visible manifestation of Pleisto
cene climates. In this report ... e give eumples fron 
sites on and adjacent to the eastern Snake River Plair 
that illustrate (I)  the character and origin of alluvial 
fan and main-stream gravels .nd (2) Ihe evidence fo 
their deposition during sravel-depositing episodes 0 

lFor tbe purpotCt of thi. rrpon, we include tbe LOI1 River. Lemh 
and Beaverhc.d Rani" . .... hich lie lIonh of tbe Snake River Plair 
ill tbe a..in and R.n. province. 
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late Pleistocene and older ages. In addition. we 
speculate on the condilions that favored gravel de
position during these episodes and offer recommen� 
dations for future studies. 

Historical observations of flash floods and mud� 
flo .... s on alluvial fans in the Great Basin have led to 
the inference that these processes are important in the 
construction of alluvial fans throughout the Basin 
and Range province. Blackwelder ( 1928) described 
the historic Willard mudflo ... on the alluvial fan at the 
mouth of Willard Canyon along the Wasatch Front. 
and noted that mudflo ... and flash-flood deposits are 
.... idespre.d on .Iluvial f.ns in the Basin and Range 
province. Clayton (1981) studied three fans in south· 
eastern Idaho that sho .... ed evidence of late Holocene 
activity. Although alluvial fans .... hose surface is 
underl.in by Holocene deposiu do occur in south� 
eastern Idaho, they are small and generally restrieted 
to two settings: ( I )  relatively lo .... -.radient fans of 
fine-grained alluvium built out onto nearly Oat bot
tomlands of the axial drainages. and (2) very steep 
fans composed of bouldery deposits derived from 
precipitous souree areas .nd carried do .... n steep 
drainages to the fan heads. 

Our conclusion that alluvial�fan and main�stream 
gravels were deposited by streams with sustained 
no .... s much greater than at present w.s first presented 
in a report on the Raft River Valley (Williams and 
othen. 1974). While .... e continued our studies in 
Idaho. Fun\:: ( 1976) completed a study of sedimentary 
characteristics of fan gravels in the Birch Creek valley 
and concluded that these gravels .... ere also deposited 
by sustained stream flo .... s much larger than at 
present. 

DESCRIPTION OF 
GRA VEL DEPOSITS 

GEOLOGIC SETTING 

Quaternary gr. vel deposits in sOLltheastern Idaho 
occur both in the basins of the Basin and Range 
province and on the Snate River Plain (Figure I). 
These sites of gravel deposition .... ere formed by 
middle to late Cenozoic extensional f.ultins and 
volcanic activity. Nearby uplifted areas contributed 
gravel to stream systems that deposited gravels in the 
basins. The timing .nd character of gravel deposition 
appear to have been strongly affected by Pleistocene 
climate changes. Similar changes in stream regimen 
in both glaciated and unglaciated drainages provide 
compelling evidence for climatically induced changes 
in Pleistocene stream discharges that .... ere unrelated 
to the dired effects of glaoation. 

ALLUVIAL FANS OF UNGLACIATED 
DRAINAGE BASINS 

Raft River Valley 

A 10- to I'�kilometer-.... ide apron of large alluvial 
fans covers most of the floor of the Raft River Valley. 
... hich extends 6' kilometers south from the Snake 
River Plain to the Utah border (Figure I; WiIIi.ms 
and others, 1974; Pierce and others, in press). Ex.cept 
for parts of the Raft River Range at the south end of 
the valley. the flanking ranges did not support 
significant glaciers in Pleistocene time. 

Cotlonwood Cruk Ian. A typical alluvial�fan 
sequence was deposited by Cottonwood Creek ne.r 
the Raft River geothermal site about 20 kilometers 
soulh of Malta (FiiUre 2). The age sequence of this 
and other fans can be determined by (I)  geomorphic 
relations. (2) amount of dissection by drain.ses 
heading on the fan, (3) degree of soil development. 
and (4) relations to faults of mid-Quaternary age. The 
youngest fan deposit of Ihe Cottonwood Creek 
sequence forms a ... edge-shaped, smooth. ne.rly 
undinected surface mantled by about 20 centimeten 
of eolian silt. This fan deposit heads at a distance of 6 
to 8 kilometers from the front ofthe Jim Sage Ranse. 
The surf.ce of the fan slopes about 1.3 degrees. and 
its dist.1 portion is buried by fine-grained Holoceae 
alluvium along the Raft River. 

Bono .... pits in the youngest f.n &ravel. I kilometer 
.... est of Bridge. ex.pose more th.n 2 meten of .ravel. 
The gravel has a clast�supported (stone-on-stone) 
fabric; the space bet ... een the stones either is filled 
wilh sand or is open .... ork. Fine-grained beds are rare 
except in soil horizons, and silt .nd clay are estimated 
to constitute only a few percent of the deposit by 
comp.rison .... ith other gravels analyzed for grain 
size. We use the term .... ell-.... ashed to refled this 
paucity of slit and clay in the gr. vel beds. The surf.ce 
soil in this deposit is ... eakly developed .nd has 
similar depth of oxidation and carbonate content .s 
do soils in deposits of the high stand of Lake 
Bonneville at K.elton Pass. 20 tilometen southeast of 
Cotton .... ood Creek. As these Lake Bonneville de
posits have been exposed to weathering since the 
Bonneville flood. which occuned 14.000 to 1',000 
ye.rs .go (Scott and olhers. 1982 this volume). this 
similarity suggests a late Plei.stocene age for the 
youngest gravels of the Cottonwood Creek f.n. 

bider gravels of the Cottonwood Creek f.n are 
well exposed in a large sravel pit south of the 
youngest f.n deposit (Figure 2). The older aravels are 
similar to the younger gravels in havins a clast· 
supported frame .... ork in both openwork beds and 
beds with a matrix of co.rse sand (Figure 3). The 
Ifavel beds contain almost no silt or clay. Most beds 
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are about 0.25 meter thick and are laterally con
tinuoUi for more than 5 meten. Channels can be seen 
in croll sec:tion; one il about 2 meten wide and 0.5 
meter deep. Larler channels probably exilt but are 
difficult to trace in the aravel. Croubeddin. iI 
prelent in some channel deposits. Lonlitudinal ex
posures show imbrication of tabular stones. Bed. 
with a muddy matrix were not seen. Boulders as larae 
u 25 by 15 by 15 centimeten are present, and 
percussion marks are common on larle stones of 
aJusy rhyolite. The exposures show an upper &ravel 
about 5 meten thick that partly truncates a silty. 
calcic soil developed in an older &ravel unit. 

Holocene depotits of Cottonwood Creek are laraely 
fine ..... ined and are confined to valleys in the Jim 
Sa,e Ranle and to the trench lcadinl from the ranae 
to the apex. of the younlest faD deposit (Figure 2). 
Durina the larle sprinl runoff of 1975, Cottonwood 
Creek was only about 0.1 meter deep and 0.5 meter 
wide iD tbe channel at the marlin of the younlest fan 
deposit; the water wu clcar and was not transportinl 

.....vel. 
M�lIdow lind Sub/�u Cr��1c /tuU. The combined 

fans of Meadow and Sublett Creeks on the eutern 
side or the Raft River Valley about 5 kilometen call 
of Malta (Figures 1 and 4) rorm larae late Pleistocene 
alluvlal fans, yet modern streamflow La aenerally 
nonexistent on these fan •. These two fan. cover about 
125 .quare kilometen and were depo.ited by streams 
from the .outhwestern Sublett and northeastern 
Black Pine Ran,es. Except for sand and loea dunes, 
the fan surfaces are flat and slope only about 0.5 
desree. A loess mantle about 0.5 meter thick facili· 
tates farmin, of the .urface of these fans. 

Particle--size analyses by the Idaho Department or 
Hiatt ..... ys of samples (rom tat boles on tbe fan 
adjacent to Intentate Hilhway 84 (Figure 4) sbow 
that the &ravel i. remarkably weD wuhed (Filure 5). 
The ..... vel ,eDeraUy contains only I to 5 percent silt 
aDd clay. Individual samples from the test boles 
iDclude several beds a!'ld have inclUlive araphic 
standard deviations that averale .. 2.4 " 0.3 (in phi 
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units), indic.tina they arc �ery poorly sorted" (Folk, 
1968), but this sortina nomenclature is not .... ery useful 
in makinl distinctions amonl allu .... ial lra .... el deposits. 
Indi .... idu.1 beds arc beuer lorted than the deposit as a 
whole and seem to us to be as well sorted as .n 
.Iluvial gr ..... el in this en .... ironment can be. The mean 
"..in size of the ar ..... els decreases down.f.n from 
.bout 9 :t 3 millimeten (I S.D.; n-44) 3 kilometcn 
from the f.n head to .bout 5.5 :t 1 millimeten 10 
kHometen farther down the f.n (Filure 6). The 
weilht percent of JT ..... el larler than 50 millimeten in 
diameter decreases from .bout 5 percent to about 0 
percent o ... er the same distance (Figure 6). 

Soils in these loess-mantled fan Ira .... els are weakly 
dC'\leloped. The carbonate--cnrichcd (Cca) horizon is 
from 0.2 to 0.4 meter thick and locally contains • 
I-centimeter-thick cemented layer. Carbonate coats 
on the undenides of stones in the Cca horizon at 
three different localities a .... erale 0.4 :t 0.3 millimeter, 
D.6 *" 0.3 millimeter, and 0.8 *" 0.3 millimeter (Pierce 
and othen, in press). This ..... nation probably renects 
differences in the time since the last acti ... ity on 
different portions of the fan, but the three localities 
arc all considered to represent the last episode of 
va .... el deposition. 

No Holocene allu ... ial deposits were found on these 
two fans. Holocene allu ... ium of silt to silty gra .... el is 
present alonl the streams within the ranles, and it 
mantles the floors of the trenches at the fan heads 
:Filure 4). Stream-Iaule records co .... er only a few 
years. In the 1966 water year, the max.imum recorded 
1ischarge of Sublett Creek within the mountains was 
)nly 0.08 cubic meter per sccond (2.7 cubic feet per 
lecond), and in the 1965 and 1966 water yean, no 
low was recorded along Mcadow Creek (Thomas, 
1967, p. 65, 62). 

:;'ans Ncar Southern End 
,f Lost Ri .... er Range 

Althoulh the hiaher p.rts of the central .nd 
lorthern Lost River Ranle were ,laciated, the south
'rn end of the ranle w.s not. The fan Ifa ... ell in thil 
lrea conlist .lmost entirely of carbonate rocks. 

Area btuin. The bro.d ..... Iley northeast of Arco, 
Icre called the Arco basin (Fi,ure I), il floored by 
oaleKin, allu ...... l fans that almost entirely d.te from 
he I.st episode of Ir .... el deposition. The .rea 
o ... ered by these youna fan gra ... els is approximately 
o square kilomcten; the size of the dr.inale buin 
cedina them is about 100 square kilometen. The 
urface of the fans is mantled by about 0.5 meter of 
)cu. At present no perennial streams flow through 
he Arco basin. Carbonate coats on limestone cl.sts 
\ surface soils arc 1 .3 :t;  0.5 millimeten (I S.D.) thick 
t • site ncar the Bil LOlt River and 1 .0 * 0.3 

millimeter .t a site ncar the head of the balin. These 
thicknesscs of co.ts on limestone clasts arc similar to 
thOle in soils in the younger fan Iravels and alacia) 
outwash of Pinedale ale to the north in the Bia Lost 
Ri .... er .... lIey (Table I). The p .... els exposed at the 
outlet of tbe basin arc well washed, containing no 
more than a few percent silt and clay. 

Alluvial JaIU north oj Area. Sequences of gra ... el 
deposits ohm.n alluvi.1 fans ofvanous ages occur at 
the mouths of the unaJac:iated drainages on the west 
side of the southern part of the Lost River Range 
(Filure I). At the r.nle front. the older fans arc offset 
by the Arco fault scarp, and younger fans ha ... e been 
deposited on the downdroppcd side of the fault. The 
Area fault scarp is prominently expressed .t the foot 
of this relatively low scament of the Lost River Ranle 
th.t ex.tends for about 15 kilometers north of Areo 
(MaId., 1971). 

The .rlument for Pleistocene gr.vel-depositinl 
episodes is somewhat complicated in this area of 
small fans, becausc Holocene deposits of angular 
JTa ... el ha ... e accumulated as pods alonl stream chan
nels where the steep drainales debouch from the 
mountain front. NC'\Iertheless, exposures of young fan 
deposits away from the fan heads aenerally show 
well-washed gra ... el with soils and carbonate coats 
indicatina a late Pleistocene age. Only one mud now 
depolit was noted in lC'\Ieral gravel-pit exposures. 
Further north in the Lost River Valley .t the base of 
Bor.h Peak, bouldery mudflows of late Holocene age 
occur on the surface of the Elkhorn fan (Clayton, 

Fip!t ). Photolnoph of pavel bed. in older rln deposits or 
Cotlon_ood Creek, R.aft R.h·u Valley. N01e �OI.nc-'Rined 
,r"IYel bed. wi1h clall-foupportcd fnomework and openwort 
beds. Pict head i. 30 a:n1ime�n aeroll. 
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1981, p. 34). The upper part of this fan slopes 9 
dCJTees and the mount.in front drainina to the fan 
abruptly rises 1,500 meters within 5 kilometen of the 
fan head. 

The best C'\Iidence th.t these faal are relicts of 
Pleistocene conditions comes from the mcasurement 
of carbonate coats on stones from the upper p.rt of 
calcic horizons developed in the younaest fan JTa ... els 
(section 35 fan, K.inl Canyon f.n; Table I). The coats 

from the youngest fans are about 1 miUimeter thick, 
.bout the same as those from outwash and moraines 
of Pinedale aae in • similar climatic cn ... ironment 
.Ionl WiUow Creek, 70 kilometers north of Arco 
(Table I). Therefore, the younaest extensi .... e fans near 
Area .re probably latest Pleistoccne, or Pinedale. in 
aae (Table I). Small deposits havinl weaker soils with 
thinner carbonate coats occur a1on. modern drainaae
ways (Table 1); these deposits are probably Holocene 
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ALLUVIAL FANS OF PARTlY 
GLACIATED DRAINAGE BASINS 

Alluvial rans rormed by gravels similar to those or 
unglaciated drainale basins OCcur downstream rrom 
mountainous source areas that were only panJy 
covered by Pleistocene glaciers. 

Ramshorn Canyon Fan 

Nearly the entire surface or the Ramshorn Canyon 
ran in the southern Big Lost River valley (Figure I, 20 
kilometers north or Arco) was rormed during the laSI 
gravel-depositing episode (figure 7). The mean thick
ness or carbonate coats on stones in surface soils rrom 
five sites on this ran ranges belween 1 .0 and 1 .3 
millimeters, which suggests a Pinedale age (Table I). 
Small cirque glaciers occupied less than 10 percent or 
the Ramshorn Canyon drainage, but durinl late 
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Pleistocene time, snowmelt rrom the relatively high, 
unaladated terrain or the basin probably contributed 
much more runorr than melting or the smaiJ amount 
of glacial ice. The vigor or the late Pleistocene 
streams is renected in the pattern and size or braided 
channels on the ran (Figure 7). Loess or late Pleisto
cene age is thin or absent on the surface or the ran, 
but small drirts or loess are present in the lee or smaiJ 
nuviaJly undercut scarps. 

Only minor Holocene deposition has occurred on 
this ran, primarily along a small incised channel 
(Figure 7). Bdore 1 959, an earthen dam was con
structed across this channel. but it was subsequently 
breached by the stream. A large rockslide or Holocene 
age has blocked the north rork or Ramshorn Canyon 
and prevents sediment carried by flash noods rrom 
more than hair or the drainale basin rrom reaching 
the ran head. 

Birch Creek. Valley 

Most or the alluvial rans in the western and 
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northern Birch Creek valley (Figure I) came rrom 
drainages that contained valley glaciers, some as Ion I 
as 6 kilometers (Knoll, 1977). Other rans. particularly 
those rrom the southwestern Beaverhead Range, have 
unglaciated source areas. 

Funk ( 1976) studied the sedimentary character
istics or the ran deposits in the valley and estimated 
that 90 percent or the ran deposits consist or Bravel 
with clast-supponed rramework. This clast-supported 
gravel consists or equal parts or two racies: (A) beds 
averaginB 0.25 meter thick or fining-upward gravel 
that commonly arc openwork in the lower, coarser 
part and (B) beds or ungraded Iravel averaging 0.5 
meter thick. that commonly have a rramework filled 
with coarse sand. 

Funk ( 1 976, Figure 43) also noted two types or 
bimodal partical-size distributions (Figure 8). In his 
type I. the sand mode is clearly separate rrom the 
gravel mode, whereas in his type II, the two modes 
overlap (Figure 8). In both types about three quarters 
or a gravel bed is restricted to 2,3 phi units (Figure 8). 

Type I Iravels are characteristic or braided-stream 
deposits (Glaister and Nelson. 1974); type II deposits 
arc less definitive but are also characteristic or nuvial 
environments (Yischer. 1969). Both types result rrom 
mixing or bedload and suspended load (70 to 80 
percent bedload and 20 to 30 percent suspended load) 
in a nuvial environment. The dominance or coarse 
Mdload indicates transport under upper-now�regime 
conditions (Funk, 1976. p. 1 27). 

Based on the relation or racies, particle-size distri
butions. bedding reatures, and rabrics. Funk ( 1976. p. 
1 30. 144) concluded that deposition or the ran gravels 
occurred in a high-energy. braided. nuvial system 
characterized by nuctuating water and sediment 
discharges, hilh-regime now. and rapid aglradation. 
Deposition occurred mainly in shirting channels and 
bars or braided streams during waning nows after 
hilher discharges had transported the Iravel down
stream. According to Funk ( 1976, p. 144); 

W,II.grad,d "'''iu l4'itll a 14',II·dhrlop,djabrie 14" "  
probably d,poJi"d i" bars, ..."Iw"tu poorly sorr.d 
",,,iu laclei", a dis,i"ct /Dbric a" mOJl W,,/y chtmrwl

fill d,poJiu. U",u l4'i,II i"",,,,,dUJ,, cJ'4rtJer"utieJ 
,,/1,ct a combi"atio" oj CNurMI D"d bDr d,poJiu . 
Debris-now, nash-nood, or mudtlow derosits are 

cons�icuously absent in the alluvial-ran deposits in 
the Birch Creek valley, althoulh mudnow deposits 
are present locally in cirques (K.noll. 1977), For the 
rans in Birch Creek valley, as ror alluvial rans 
elsewhere in southeastern Idaho, the debris-now 
model commonly used elsewhere in the Basin and 
Range province is clearly not appropriate, The allu
vial-ran systems arc essentially inactive under the 
prevailing climatic and hydrologic regimes; gravel 
deposition occurred under conditions of much greater 
sustained discharge and sediment yield than at present 
(Funk, 1976, p. 1l2, 2 1 5). 

ALLUVIAL FANS OF EXTENSIVELY 
GLACIATED DRAINAGE BASINS 

Alluvial rans downstream rrom extensively g1aci. 
ated areas are conventionally interpreted as outwash 
rans or Pleistocene a,e. Although the outwash con
tribution to alluvial rans that had larle Ilaciers in 
their source areas is imponant, the ract that unglaci
ated basin. produced similar gravel rans, suggests 
that, even in glaciated drainales, ractors other than 
outwash deposition were significant in rorming gravel 
raDS, 

In the ranges north or the Snake River Plain 
(Figure I), outwash locally can be traced rrom 
moraines or Pinedale aBC directly to large alluvial 
rans, such as at ( I )  Cedar Creek and Willow Creet in 
the Borah Peak area or the Big Lost River valley 
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(Scott, in press), (2) Bell Mountain and Spring 
Mountain canyons in the Birch Creek valley (Knoll, 
1917; Funk, 1916, Figure 24), (3) Targhee Creek in 
the Henrys lake basin (Scott, in press), and (4) West 
Yellowstone basin (Pierce, 1919, Figure .3'). In addi
tion to these geomorphic relations, soil development 
and thickness of carbonate coats on stones in Cca 
horizons (Table I) suggest that these fan gravels were 
deposited during the last, or Pinedale. glaciation. 

South of the Snake River Plain (Figure I). out
wash can be traced directly from Pinedale moraines 
to fan gravels at Marsh Creek on the east side of the 
Albion Range and at Clear Creek on the north side of 
the Raft River Range. The next range east of the Raft 
River Valley where glaciers reached the range front is 
the Teton Range. At the mouth of Teton Canyon. 
outwash forms both a fan deposit of Pinedale age and 
a loess-mantled fan deposit of Bull Lake age (Pierce 
and others, 1982 this volume, Figures 2 and .3). 

MAIN STREAM GRAVELS 

The main streams deposited e.l;tensive gravel fills 
in late Pleistocene time (Figure I). The source areas 

of the Henrys Fork and of the Snake River upstream 
from Palisades Reservoir contained extensive glaeien; 
however, other main streams that deposited extensive 
gravel fills during late Pleistocene time have moun
tainous source areas in which there was little glacia
tion. Crude estimates of the amount of unglaciated, 
mountainous source areas of main streams drainages 
are: Goose Creek. 99 perce')t; Raft River, 98 percent; 
Big Lost River. 90 percent; Little Lost River. 9' 
percent; Birch Creek. 9' percent; and Snake River 
downstream frem Idaho Falls, 90 percent. Thus. 
although glaciation in SOlf-ce areas is important to 
gravel deposition in some main streams, other causes 
must be involved. 

Raft River 

Deposits of the Raft River demonstrate a late 
Pleistocene to Holocene change in stream compe
tency. Excavations and logs of water wells show that 
gravel with a clean. sandy matrix underlies .3 to , 
meten of fine-grained Holocene alluvium that floors 
the I- to .3-kilometer·wide bottomland along the Raft 
River (Williams and others, 1 914; Pierce and others. 
in press). The gravel probably was deposited by a 

Tilbh: t Mean !hlckness of carbonate coats (In mll\ % r S.D.) on I!lnntone cluts froll\ surf,ce 501ls :n alluvl,l.fan delK'SiU. We$! side of the 
los! River Ranse. Line of l.J!ensk1 (-) idenufle1 age of the younlest surface-faulunl event on the Arco faull scarp (K.. L Pierce. 
unpubhshed dala) 

LOCAnON H .... _ 

Willow Cret"1!; 
Fan of Pined,le Ip 1.J :t 0.2 

Outwash of Pinedale 'P 1.0 :t 0.4 

End moraine of Pinedale Ip 1 4 :t 0.4 

Ram.hom unyon Can J.2 :t 0.4 

U :t 0.5 

1 . 1  :t 0.4 

U :t  0.4 

1.0 :t 0.3. 

linl unyon fan 0.9 :t OJ 

1.1 :t 0.4 

Sec1ion 35 fan OJ :t 0.3 0.9 :t 0.4 

0.8 :t 0.8 

Areo basin 1.0 :t 0.3 

U :t  0.5 

AGE 
Lat. ",I_oc..,. • J' C 

Mlddlf(!) PI.iII __ 

2.6 :t 1 .5 

1.7 :t 0.5 · 1 .5 :t 0.1 

1.6 :t 0.4 • 2.0 :t 0.6 

J.5 :t 0.5 • 2.1 :t 0.7 

1.7 :t 0.7 

1 .5 :t 0.5 · 

1.1 :t 0.6 

2.2 :t 1.0 

2.3 :t 1.0 

6.9 :t 2.6 

6.2 :t 2. 1  

3.3 :t U 5.0 :t 2.4 10.1 :t 5.4 

2J :t 1 . 1  5.1 :t 1.4 

3.2 :t U  

4.3 :t 2.1  
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large braided stream. Flanking these bottom lands 
are two wide belts of coalescing alluvial fans discussed 
previously. 

The character ofthe main stream gravel is best seen 
in exposures of an older but similar gravel oflhe Raft 
River in pits north and south of the Intentate 
Highway 84 crossin, of the Raft River (Pierce and 
others, in press). This gravel contains more medium 
and fine sand than the fan gravels and has a grain-size 
distribution that is more clearly bimodal (Figure '). 
Mean grain size of gravel in the pits south of 
Interstate 84 average 1.0 :t .3.4 millimeters (I S.D.; 
n=29); about 2 kilometers farther downstream it is 6.8 
:t 2.0 millimeten (n=.39). The cut-and-fill stratification 
in the sandy gravels is similar to that seen elsewhere 
in outwash gravels. The age oflhis gravel is estimated 
to be about 1'0,000 years based on the stratigraphy in 
the overlying loess mantle that includes two loess 
units and a strong buried soil developed in the lower 
loess unit and the upper part oflhe gravel (Pierce and 
olhen. 1982 this volume). 

The Raft River is now a small low-gradient stream 

flowing between banks of fine-grained sediment; it 
has only minor amounts of ,ravel in its channel. 
Between 1941 and 19'1, the grealest discharge of the 
Raft River near Brid,e. Idaho. was 30 cubic meters 
per second ( 1 ,090 cubic feet per second) on February 
" 19". but typical annual peak discharge is between 
1.4 and '.1 cubic meters per second ('0 and 200 cubic 
feet per second) (Thomas and others. 196.3, p. 89). 
The silty. rlRe-grained sediment that underlies the 
botlomlands along Raft River is Holocene in age. 
Carbonaceous material collected from the lower part 
of this fine-grained unit yielded radiocarbon ages of 
8,.310 :t 2'0 and 1,120 :t 2!!0 yean (W-n.31 and W
.32.39; Meyer Rubin. written communication, 191'; 
Pierce and others, in press). A 2-«ntimeter-thick 
volcanic ash from 1 .1 meten below the surface of this 
fine-grained unit has characteristics .similar to those 
of the Mazama ash (R. E. Wilcox, written communi
cation. 191!!), which is about 6,600 years old. The 
active meander belt occupies only about one-tenth of 
the width of these bottom lands. Humic sediment 
from a depth of 2.9 meters within this belt is 680 :t 200 

. -. t KILOM'(T9'��--, 
FiJU� 7. VeMlcal aeria' phololraph 01 lbe Rall\shom Canyon fan. Bil lost River villey. Dashed line outlines alluvial lrayels or late 

Pleistocene ap of Rall\,horn Canyon ",ith f�sh surface morphololr. Note p�"""lion of brau:lcd-chann,C"I panem. BaWd on th.:knep 
of carbonate coats, Ihe ConsplalOUS inciWd channel in center of phololraph was abandoned _r tbe clo� of the lin JIllvd-<lepolilin. 
episode. 
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FilJUre 8. Panicle·.in dQitriblitian. (0'1" the t.o typcl of .,,-vel bed. 
in dw fill .• of Birch Creet vw.lley (after Funk. 1976, Fi,lIn: 43), 
Both distributiol!' are bimodal. In both types. the finer fraction 
i, .nd. bUI in type I depolill the .. � mode i. more distiDCI 
from the ....... e1 mode. For comparilOn. the dotted line is tbe 
panicle-.ile distribution of. debri .. now depolit (frOID FlUlk. 
1976; afler Qlai.tel ud NellOn. 1974). 

years old (W·3065; Meyer Rubin. written communi
cation. 1975), These ales luucst that this fine
araincd allu'o'ium accumulated throuJhout the Holo
cene and that the underlyinl gavel is late Pleistocene 
to perhaps early Holocene in ale. 

In the Albion Basin to the west of the Raft River 
Valley, a scClion of dominantly fin.e�arained sediment 
was exposed to a depth of 4.5 meters by gullying of 
Summit Creek. Well-washed gra ... el is inferred to lie 
at a Ireater depth. A radiocarbon age of 9.280 :t 120 
years (W-4966) from the base of this exposure 
pro ... ides a minimum ale for the inferred chanle from 
Pleistocene ara ... el to Holocene fine�arained sediment 
deposition (Pierce and others. in press). 

Snake RiYer 

An extensi ... e ara ... ct deposit of late Pleistocene age. 
about 15 kilometers wide end at leut 10 meters thick. 
occun alonl the Snake Ri ... er from St. Anthony to 
American Falls RescT"'o'oir (Filure I; Scott. in press). 
Two complimentary effeets fOltered its accumulation. 
Fint. American Falls Lake was dammed by the 
Cedar Butte Basalt 72.000 2. 14,000 yean alo. result
inl in ele ... eted bue le ... els upstream until about 

14.000 to 15.000 years alo when the Bonne ... me Flood 
drained the lake (Scott and others. 1982 this ... olume; 
Bright. 1982 this ... oJume). Second. conditions that 
fa ... ored deposition in other areas of nonglacial and 
Ilacial ara ... ell at this time also existed along the 
Snake River. Based on the degree of soil de ... elopment. 
the terrace markinl the top of this gra ... el fill is 
Pinedale in age". Following the draining of American 
Falls Lake and the change in stream regimen between 
late Pleistocene and Holocene time. this gra ... el fill 
was incised by the Snake River and iu tributaries. 

Deposits thought to be the result of glacial� 
outburst floods from Pinedale icecaps on the Yel1ow� 
stone Plateau occur beneath Egin Bench ncar St. 
Anthony and the obsidian-sand plain near West 
Yellowstone (Pierce. 1979. p. 48-52). These deposits 
consist of flat-bedded. openwork " .... el composed 
dominantly of obsidian aranules. On Egin Bench at 
Parker. an elongate bar 5 meters high composed of 
planar. inclined beds demonstrates that floodwaters 
were at least 5 meters deep across this IO--kilometer
wide section of the Henrys Fork valley. 

Downstream from Pocatello. Bonne ... iIIe Flood 
deposits floor large areas of the Ainerican Falls and 
Burley basins. Allu ... ial deposits that postdate the 
flood are limited in extent along the Snake Ri ... er and 
its tributaries. and the" flood deposits arc little eroded 
or modified by subsequent flu ... ial acti ... ity. These rela
tions sugest that the most recent episode of Pleisto
cene "a ... el deposition was mostly o ... er by the time of 
the Bonne ... iIle Flood. 

Big Lost Ri ... er 

The Bil Lost Ri ... er is an influent stream that flows 
out onto the Snake Ri ... er Plain and disappears into 
the underlying rocks and sediments, In late Pleisto
cene time it transponed and deposited gravel and 
sand much farther out onto the plain (Figure I). 
During the Pleistocene. high discharges of the Big 
Lost Ri ... er combined with flows from the Little Lost 
Ri ... er and Birch, Bc .... er. and Camas Creeks to 
maintain Lake Terreton. a large shallow lake on the 
Snake Ri ... er Plain (Figure I). Upstream from Areo. 
the bottomlands alonl the Big Lo.t Ri ... er are mantled 
by a meter or more of fine-grained flood.plain 
allu ... ium. presumably of Holocene age. 

DISCUSSION 

SYNTHESIS OF OBSERVATIONS 

Gra ... el deposition in southeastern Idaho during late 
Pleistocene time occurred under conditions markedly 
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ifferent from those of the Holocene, as e ... idenced by 
he contrast between widespread Pleistocene gra ... el 
leposiu of fans and allu ... ial fills and restricted 
folocene fine-grained deposits within the same drain· 
.ge basins (Figure 9). According to Schumm's (1977) 
lassiflcation. these allu ... ial fans were wet fans at the 
ime of gra ... el deposition; now they arc mostly dry 
ans and recei ... e little or no sediment. 

The youngest extensi ... e deposits of gravel are 
lated as late Pleistocene, probably between 25,000 
�nd 1 1 .000 years old. because ( I )  soil de ... elopment in 
hese deposits is similar to that in deposits of the last. 

)f Pinedale. glaciation. (2) the thickness of carbonate 
:oats on stones in soils in these deposits arc similar to 
.hose in soils in deposits of the last glaciation. (3) the 
ast gra ... el-depositing episode was interrupted ncar its 
end by the Bonne ... ilIe Flood, which occurred about 
14.000.15.000 years ago. (4) well·washed allu ... ial 
gra ... el deposition in the Raft Ri ... er Valley and the 
Albion Basin had ceased by 8.000 to 9.000 years ago 
and fine�grained allu ... ium had begun to accumulate 

on the basin floors. and (S) these gra ... els are mantled 
by a small fraction (0.5 meter) of loess unit A that 
accumulated between 1 1 .000 and about 70,000 years 
ago (f,cr�c and others. 1982 this ... olume). 

The presence of glaciers in source areas is not par
ticularly important for the deposition of these alluvial
fan gra ... els. Morphologically fresh, late Pleistocene 
fan deposits are present downstr<:am from glaciated 
as well as unglaciated source areas. A braided channel 
pattern commonly is well preserved on the youngest 
fan surfaces (see for example Figure 7), The channel 
widths of the former streams ha ... e not been well 
defined. but for many of the allu ... ial fans the width 
was 10 meters or more. In gra ... el�pit Cltposures. beds 
from 0.2 to 0.5 meter thick can be traced horizontally 
for distances of more than 3 to S meters. Gr .... elly. 
braided stream deposits generally indicate abundant 
sediment supply and high discharges (Ore. 1964). 

The fan gra ... els are similar in appearance, whether 
the source area was unglaciated. partly glaciated, or 
extensi ... ely glaciated. All ha ... e a c1ast�supponed � Mountain Alluvial Fan I Mainst, •• m ----i/\ /\ : 
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framework and show imbrication dipping up-fan. 
Beds are typically from 0.1  to O.S meter thick and are 
aenerally planar for distances of more than several 
meters; low�angle cross stratification is locally di.� 
cernible. Except for buried soils that separate the 
gravel sheets of successive episodes. beds with a 
muddy matrix are scarce. and silt and clay constitute 
at mo.t only a few percent of the Ira vel beds. The 
abundance of loess and Holocene fine·grained aUu· 
vium in southern Idaho sualests that enough fine. 
arained material to form mudflows was available 
durin I times of gravel deposition as well as at present. 
The scarcity of fines and matrix�supported beds in 
the gravel sUllests that final deposition was by 
vigorous. sustained streamflows. If debris�flow de
posits. fine�grained sediments. or more poorly sorted 
sravels were present initially. they have been almost 
entirely reworked. 

Standard sorting classifications were developed 
for sand and finer grained sediments and are not 
particularly useful for Ir .... el deposits. In the Raft 
River Valley, samples that include several beds from 
the unalaciated Sublett Creek drainale have inclusive 
graphic standard deviations of ·2.4 :t 0.3 phi units 
(nzI6) and are classified as very poorly sorted (Folk. 
1968). In the Birch Creek \l8l!ey. samples from 
individual ITavel beds of partly glacial drainages have 
inclusive graphic standard deviations that average 
�2.2 * 0.4 phi units (n-23) and are mostly very poorly 
sorted (Funk. 1976. p. 103; Folk, 1969). About 
three-quarters of the Ira vel in beds from the fans of 
the Birch Creek valley is restricted to a ranle of 2.4 
phi units (a factor of S times; Fiaure 8); most of the 
remainder is sand that is not abundant enouah to fill 
the pore space between the aravel clasts. Analyses of 
samples includinl several different beds of the Sublett 
Creek�Meadow Creek fan show that about 70 percent 
of the particles lie within 4 phi units (a factor of 16 
time.; Figure S). Thus, although thcse alluvial gravels 
are classified mostly as very poorly lorted, they 
probably are as well sorted as sravel can be in this 
environment; only beach gravell and some flood 
Iravels are better sorted (Figure S; Pettijohn, 19S7, p. 
248). Mudflow and debris·flow deposits lenerally are 
more poorly sorted, contain more silt and clay and a 
wider ranle of gravel sizes, and are matrix supported 
(Sharp and Nobles, 1963; Hooke, 1967; Fisher, 1971; 
Harmes and others, 1975, p. IS3). 

The last episode of Ira vel deposition provides a 
model (Fi,ure 9) for conditions durina the deposition 
of older, similar gravel deposits. Fan aravels havinl 
weatherin. charactcri.tics and 1000s mantles similar 
to thosc of outwash ITavels that head in moraines of 
Bull Lake ale in Teton and Birch Creek valleys 
(Knoll, 1977; Scott, in press; Picrce and others, 1982 
this volume) are also inferred to be Bull Lake in age. 

Thus. older episodes of sravel deposition appear to 
correlate with older periodS of glaciation. However, 
as during the last gravel-depositing episode, a glacial 
source was not required for these older episodes; 
unglaciated drainalcs produced similar aravels. 

Althoulh the delree of soil development and the 
thickness of carbonate coats help to decermine the 
relative ale of the older gravel deposits, correlations 
among these deposits are much less certain than for 
deposits of the last episode of aravel deposition. 
Carbonate coats on stones from soils in fan gravels 
on the west side of the Lost River Range (Table I )  
and from the Raft River Valley .how a direct, 
systematic increase in thickness with age. althou,h 
the rates of coat accumulation probably vary with 
lithololY, location, and time. The thickncss of car· 
bonate coats suggcsts that the older fan gravels are 
many times the age of the fan deposits of late 
Pleistocene age. Gravels about I S,OOO years old have 
coats about I millimeter thick on limestone dasts 
(Table I; Pierce and others, in press) and about O.S 
millimeter thick on volcanic dasts. Uranium�thorium 
ages for carbonate coats on limestone clasts near 
Arco indicate that coats 2 millimeters thick are about 
30.000 years old, and that coats 10 millimeters thick 
are about 170.000 years old (J. N. Rosholt and K. L. 
Pierce. unpublished data). In contrast, basalt clasts in 
till estimated to be about ISO,OOO years old east of 
Ashton (Pierce and others, 1982 this volume) have 
carbonate coats only about 3. 1  :t 1 .3 millimeten thick 
(no32). 

S PECULATIONS ON CAUSES 
OF GRAVEL DEPOSITION 

In the Basin and Ranle province of southeastern 
Idaho, Pleistocene aravels were deposited by streams 
with lreater discharges than present streams. Deposits 
have been described elsewhere in the Rocky Moun· 
tains that show a similar c:hange in stream re,imen 
from gravel deposition in late Pleistocene time to 
mud deposition in Holocene time. In the Colorado 
Piedmont, late Pleistocene alluvial deposits are mostly 
gravel, whereas Holocene alluvium is mostly silt. 
sand, and clay (Scott, 1965). From a hydraulic 
analysis of .ome of these gravel deposits, Baker 
( 1974) determined that both ,Iacial and nonglacial 
streams had late Pleistocene discharges an order of 
magnitude Ireater than pre.ent flows. Along streams 
in the basins of Wyoming, Leopold and Miller ( 19S4) 
defined stratigraphic units that reflect a chanae in 
stream competency; Holocene deposits of the Kaycee 
Formation, and younler formations, are fine Irained, 
whereas the Pleistocene Arvada Formation is com� 
posed of ITavel. In central Utah, R. E. Anderson 
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(written communication, 1980) haa obtained Holo
cene radiocarbon ages on alluvial�fan deposits that 
postdate more Iravelly deposits of inferred late 
Pleistocene age. Alon, the Eut Fork River, Wyo
mini, studies of modern bed·10ad transport have 
shown that coarse sand and very fine pebble gravel. 
but almost no coarser aravel. is beina transported, 
whereas adj:lcent aravel terraces show that outwash 
gravel was beinl transported in late Pleistocene time 
from the Wind River Ranle (Leopold, 1982; Meade 
and others, 1981; Emmett. 1980, p. 7). 

The deposition of Quaternary gravels in .outh· 
eastern Idaho resulted from the combined effects of 
the climates that prevailed under Pleistocene glacial 
conditions and geologic processes that produced 
mountainous sou�e areas and nearby basins of 
deposition. That late Pleistocene gravels of glaciated 
and unglaciated drainages are similar argues that 
climatic effects other than glaciation itself were of 
major importance. 

A simple way to explain these increa.ed stream 
discharlcs in southeastern Idaho i. to postulate 
increased precipitation. a mechanism that has com
monly been used to uplain the filling of pluvial lakes 
in the Great Basin. Other consideration. suuest that 
this mechanism probably is not applicable. Durinl 
the last Ilaciation, the north Pacific Ocean was colder 
(CLIMAP, 1976) than at present and therefore 
probably would have provided less moisture for 
precipitation in the western United States. Conse� 
quently. we infer that increased precipitation in 
southeastern Idaho during this time is unlikely. More 
likely, the effects of lower temperatures led to in� 
creased streamflow. by decreasing the evaporation 
and by altering the maanitude and timinl of snow· 
melt. With today'! mean annual precipitation, pluvial 
Lake Bonneville could have filled to overflowing if 
mean annual temperatur� were only about JO C 
colder than at present (McCoy, 1981). Table 2 list. 
and briefly explains factors that would lead to 
sustained. seuonal stream discharacs much greater 
than at present. Most of these factors are directly 
related to how much colder Pleistocene glacial con
ditionl were, compared with the present. 

Estimates of the amount of late Pleistocene coolinl 
vary widely. A method commonly used for estimatinl 
Pleistocene temperature chanaes is to multiply the 
atmospheric lap!e rate by the altitudinal difference 
between past and present snowlines. Such calcula
tion. yield commonly accepted estimates that late 
Pleistocene temperatures in the Rocky Mountains 
were about 6°C colder than at present (Flint, 1976). 
However, this simple lapse·rate calculation fails to 
account for precipitation aradienll. Iflate Pleistocene 
precipitation and precipitation aradients were the 
same as at present, snowline changes suuest that 

mean annual temperatures at that time were 10·ISoC 
colder than at present (Poner and others, in press; 
K. L. Pierce, unpublished data). Widespread perma
frost conditions on the basin floors of Wyomina also 
suuest similar decreases of late Pleistocene mean 
annual temperatures (Mean. 1981). 

If late Pleistocene temperatures in southeastern 
Idaho were 1O·ISoC colder than at present, the 
consequent changes in the timinl and magnitude of 
peak discharges of streams might readily explain the 
deposition of gravel without any increase in annual 
precipitation (Table 2). 

In the Snake River basin, snowmelt is re.ponsible 
for most peak discharles (Thomas and othen, 1963, 
p. 8). Maximum runoff of streams that head above an 
altitude of 3,000 meters in high, formerly ,Iaciated 
terrain occurs in June. whereas that of lower altitude 
basins that were not Ilaciated occun typically almost 
2 months earlier. in late April (Thomu and others, 
1963, p. '6--90). Weather records from the Yellow
stone area suuest that a mean annual temperature 
decrease of about lOOC would delay the time when 
averale monthly temperatures reach above freezing 
by about 2 months (K. L. Pierce, unpublished data). 
Thus. with a 10° C coolin" peak discharges from 
unglaciated basins in southeastern Idaho mi,ht occur 
about June, and peak discharles from ,laciated areu 
might occur in July or August. 

Another way to reprd the effect of deferred 
snowmelt relates directly to lower Pleistocene snow
lines. Durina Pleistocene glacial culminations, equili
brium�line altitudes in the western United States were 
about 900 meters lower than at present (Flint, 1971. 
p. 468; Scott, 1977; Porter and others. in press). To a 
first approximation, peak runoff in late Pleistocene 
time from unglaciated drainale basins in Idaho 
averalinI 2.000 meten in altitude may have occurred 
at a similar time of year (midsummer) al that in 
present basins at about 3,000 meters in altitude. 

In summary, colder late Pleistocene temperatures 
would have led to a thicker snowpack that would 
have melted later in the sprinl or summer. Because, 
at this time, the incidence of the sun's rays was more 
nearly vertical and the days were lonler than earlier 
in the sprin" melting would have occurred also at a 
more rapid rate, thus producing higher sustained 
peak discharles than at present (Table 2). � 

Our interpretation of the relation between alluvial
fan deposition and Pleistocene climatic cycles in 
southeastern Idaho differs in detail from that of Funk 
and Dort ( 1977), who concluded: 

Durl", II IIIf,I. cycl. 0/ /tI" drv.lop""",, it II 
I",.rrfd th4t .ro.lo" Wtll' th. domllf4"t proc.u 
4CU", 0" th. /4ru "",til th. ,/4ct4/ cllm4t. 4",.11"" 
r4t.d, b«lIUl. Ie. IIIfd I"OW trtlp�d "dim."' Ilf th. 
dr41".,. b4J/tu, ./J«Uwly r.duci". "dim."' yt.,d.J. 
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Alt�r th� iu b�Jon 10 r�ud�. i1tcr�aud $�dim�nl 
l04th d�rill�d Irom Jlacial drift upo$�d up-lIt1l1ry 
rUJlII�d j" d�po$itio" 0/ a n�w Ian MJ'"�nt. 

Instead, we conclude that maximum sediment suppl}l 
and sediment and water discharges are directl}l asso
ciated with full glacial conditions. Both glacial and 
nonglacial source areas produced similar gravel de� 
posits on alluvial fans in the Birch Creek valle}l and 
elsewhere in southeastern Idaho, suggesting that 
annual snowmelt, not the effects of deglaciation. was 
the key ingredient causing higher sediment and water 
discharges. 

In addition to increased peak runoff. increased 
gravel supply (Table 3) was a critical factor in gravel� 
depositing episodes. Large differences between Pleis� 
tocene and Holocene colluvial activity are discernible 
within the mountains of southeastern Idaho. In 
mountainous areas that were not glaciated during late 
Pleistocene time, the slopes are extensively mantled 
with blocky rubble; stone stripes (Figure 10) and 
other forms of patterned ground occur widely. This 
rubble appears to be stable now, but it was last active 
during the colder climate of the late Pleistocene. 
Similar features occur on the Snake River Plain and 

show that periglacial conditions existed at low alti� 
tudes in southeastern Idaho at times during the 
Pleistocene (Pwtalde, 1964; Fosberg, 196�). 

Although little deposition of gravel has occurred 
downstream from the mountain fronts in Holocene 
time, streams within the mountains currently move 
some gravel. Historic and older Holocene deposits of 
gravelly alluvium are present along these drainages, 
especially at junctions between streams of different 
orders. Archeological studies in the Cassia Mountains 
show that )·2 meters of alluvial sand, silt, clay, and 
flOe gravel have accumulated in about the last 10,000 
years, as dated by tool types and by probable 6,600� 
year�old Maz.ama ash near the middle of this fine
grained sequence (Green. 1972, Figures 7 and 8). 

Funhermore, some streams that are prone to 
nash noods generated by intense thunderstorms have 
formed alluvial fans in Holocene time; however. the 
fans are composed largely of fine�grained sediment. 
For example. at the northeast end of the Raft River 
Valley. a fine·grained fan of Holocene age extends 
onto the Raft River bottoms from the mouth of 
Heglar Canyon (Pierce and others. in press). This 
young fan has blocked the Raft River resulting in the 

Table 2. Fatton tendml lo increlle pot dillCharl'l's of late Pleistocene ltrums compued -.Ith thOK of preK>l1 and Holocene streams. 

FACTOR R[MARKS 

I. Cooler Pleistocene lemperalu�1 With 1 mean annual prelO:lpititioli of 50 ecNilDClel'l., a cblnl'l' in me .... annUIII lemperaty� 
hom UP' 10 0°C would increase lotal annual dlllCharl'l' by aboul " limes (Lan,kin. 1949: 
5,(:humm. 1965) becaUK of d(!l:;rulCd evaporation. transpinllion, and slI.blimalion. 

2. Gruter Inowpact In aUlumn and Sprilla. more moillure would occur as snowf.1I and Ins would mch: IhYI, 
total _ater content of Ipnnl Ino_pact _ould be 1TC.let. 

3. Snowmelt �mnl Ialer in the Laler in tlv Inowmelt JalOn, days are lonler and tlv inCII:le� of lbe ray, of the Iyn is 

year more Ilurly we"i�L BOlh faCion lIIould rnult in more r.pid Ino_melt and tend to tOncen
tnte sno_meh into a Ihoner intenal of tilM.. thUl incrulinl peak dlkhar,CL 

4. IIIICRUed lurflce I'\InoCf Much oC tlv dischar ... from drainale batin. in .outhullem Idaho il now aa:omplisbcd by 
.round�w'lC'r underflow throu.h porous alluvial-Can and .tream-chan�1 depo.in. bUI ,round. waitt underflo_ could accommodate only • •  m.11 pa" of any incrcated diachar .... Befo� 
alteration. by man. about 80 percent of the natural dikhar ... from the Raft River batin w .. 
aa:omplilJvd by Jfound·water underflo_ (Walbr and olhel"l. 1970). If lota1 d;,char ... _ere 
incrc:aMd fourfold and the incruM _ .. entirely manifested II I'\llIOff. surfa" I'\Inof( _ouk:! 
inc:rcuc twcnty,,(ol4. 

5. IftCrcued suMlDIIlly and Runoff _ould iftCrulC bcaUIC inrillntioll .0ul4 be impeded by euher _oaaUy or 
permanently (roun pune! pennanenlly frolCn JlOund. Applies maInly to bipcr altitudes. 

6. G�icn iJt pans of lOme Glacicn tend to prolon, pat d;,charl'l" by providin, a Mlu!'ee of IJu:lt .. atcr Ihrou,hout 
drainal'l' blsiD' lummer. Gllcicn _ere abient or .maD In many of lbe dralllAl'I' bllins that produced ,"vel 

depoliu in IOlIlheutern Idaho. 

7. IQcrcated tMlI precipitation All il'lC"l'l!Ue ill preciPltalion _illS unnaMlDllble in view of the depQsed _·turface 

temperatum! of the: late Pleiltocene Pacific Ocean (CLIMAP, 1976), which i. the ,.,uru ana 
(Of precipitation in .0utJw.utem Idaho. All adllli decnalt iQ pnc:ipilltion milht be btely I( 

mean annUIII lempefltura _ere u mUlCh u lo..U"C colder. 

7()(J C'ttO;COI( G�ofo,y of ld�ho 

Table J. Facton tendlnl to increalt the supply of lravel 10 late Plelnoce� stream. compared to that of prelCnl Ind Holoce� strealllS. 

FACTOR R[MARKS 

I. IIla'CUCd fro.t a.ctioll Fro.t splittinl DC bedrock into ,ravel-sized matenal. tbetcby malltlin, .Iopes of drainll'l' 

balin. with rubbly colluvium. 

2. Increased do_slope 
mowrncnt o{ nabbly coDu";WII 

Froll ciillUlte facililatn IIIIJI moycment of rubble downslope to struml. SOlinuCilon and 
CI'Q.Jl heavin, were mUlCh more adive than 1\ prncnt. ctpCII;:laUy at ialermcdiate a1litucla. 

). Oiunnished ,.,il C'fOUOD Colder climate CRatn IRalC'f effC'Cliye lOil moistufe and conwql.1cntly vealer plant COYel', 
whith. mults in dimlnl.lvd surface erosion of Ihe I'I'nefllUy fine-,l':Ilned soil. 

... Gllcien in pans 01 lome 
drainal'l' �sin. 

Glacicn tend to aUplenl the amount of both fine- Ind cCIII'V-lraiaed lCdimenl .upplied to 

Fill.1re 10 Pholo,raph of lIIactiwe stone Slnpe on hlllsiope III the 
Colluel RanI' on the .... en side of the Raft River Valley. The 
entire upland area IS mantled with I'\Ibbly colluvium Ihal is 
pnerally slabllized by thlCt turf. Similar rubble manllC's the 
soyrce sru of Ihe Collonwood Creelt fan. This sile is relatively 
10111 In altitude (2.100 meier,). belo .... the modern lone of 
contmuous COniferous forest and near I� upper limit of 
jl.1nlpen. 

formation of a marshy area above the fan. Hegiar 
Canyon is subject to rather frequent nash noods. 
About 10 kilometers upstream from the mouth of 
Heglar Canyon. a maximum discharge of SS cubic 
feet per second was recorded between i9S8 and 1966 
for a 20·square�kilometer drainage basin (Thomas. 
1967. p. 66). A nash nood in July of 1982 nooded 
pan of the fan and moved some gravel down an 
anificially straightened channel and deposited fine 
sand and silt on the fan surface. The gravels that were 
moved in the channel are interbedded with finer 
grained sediment and are unlike (he well·washed gra
vels of fans of late Pleistocene age. 

Under present flow conditions. streams require 
steeper gradients than those at present for signiftcant 
gravel transport to the alluvial fans and axial drain� 
ages of the depositional basins. Holocene changes in 
stream profiles appear to be increasing stream gradi
ents by deposition of alluvium along the drainages 
within the mountains and near the fan heads. Uplift 
of the mountains relative to the basins also increases 
gradients. Under the present climate and at present 
rates of deposition, erosion, and uplift. time in excess 
of several tens of thousands of years probably will be 
required for gradients to become steep enough for 
efficient transport of gravels out into the depositional 
basins. We infer that this transport might occur 
prillt y by debris flows and mudnows generated by 
major storm c"ents and thereby differ from the longer 
sustained streamflows inferred from the Pleistocene 
gravel deposits. The Tertiary fan glomerates of the 
western United States that have a fine�grained matrix 
may provide an example of what gravelly basin�fill 
sediments would look like that were deposited by 
debris nows or mudflows under present climatic 
conditions but on fans having gradients steeper than 
at present. 

However. a new episode of cold climate is likely to 
occur (Shackleton and Opdyke, 1973; Hays and 
others. 1976) before the streams have sufficient time 
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to increase their gradients enough to transport gravel 
to the fans. Increased coarse-sediment supply and 
,reatly enhanced peak discharges on the relatively 
low-gradient allu ... ial fans and nial drainages would 
then cause a new episode of gravel deposition. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
FUTURE WORK 

This report is a by-product of mapping and 
nratignphic studies. Specific studies focused on the 
following aspects of gravel deposition would increase 
our understanding of the Pleistocene gravels of 
southeastern Idaho: (I) detailed comparisons of the 
sedimentary characteristics of alluvial fans from 
glaciated and unglaciated drainage basins; (2) estima
tion of late Pleistocene discharges by calculating 
velocity and discharge from the width, depth, and 
gndient of prC5Crved channels and the size of trans
ported claits; (3) hydrologic modeling of discharges 
produced by snowmelt under climatic conditions 
appropriate for the glacial climates ofthe Pleistocene; 
(4) study of Tertiary fanglomerates and Pleistocene 
gravels to compare the stream regimens under which 
each .... as deposited; (5) determination of times of 
formation and transport of rubbly colluvium on 
slopes in the mountains; (6) study of present and 
older Holocene stream activity within the mountains; 
(7) dating of Pleistocene gr .... els older than those 
deposited during the last episode and comparison of 
times of deposition .... ith the Quaternary climatic 
record; and (8) estimate rates of episodic gra'Yel 
production and deposition based on volumes of 
gravel deposited during the last gravel-depositing 
episode. 
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A Special Place 
COMMENTS OP 

R. MARX: PALCONER 

GOYBRNIIBNTAL APPAJRS IiANAGER 

BOISB ARBA CHAMBBR OF COMMBRCB 

DRAPT BNVIRONMBNTAL IMPACT STATEMBNT RBARING 

SPBClAL ISOTOPB SBPARA TOR PROJBCT 

BOISB. IDAHO 

MARCH 29, 1988 
MR. CHAIRMAN, AND MEMBERS OF T H E  PANEL, I STAND BEFORE YOU THIS 

AFTERNOON ON BEHALF OF THE BOISE AREA CHAMBER OP COMMERCE TO 

ENDORSE THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENT,AL IMPACT STATEMENT POR THE SPECIAL 

ISOTOPE SEPARATOR PROJECT AND TO EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT FOR CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE SIS AT THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY. 

THE BOISE CHAMBER IS A PRIVATELY PUNDED BUSINESS FEDERATION REPRESENTING 

MORE THAN 1 100 FIRMS IN THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL COMM UNITY • 
MY NAME IS MARK PALCONER AND I SERVE AS GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS MANAGER 

FOR THE BOISE CHAMBER. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF INEL TO THE IDAHO ECONOMY AND PARTICULARLY 

TO THE COMMUNITIES OF SOUTHEAST IDAHO HAS BEEN WELL DOCUMENTED 

FOR MANY YEARS. IN 1985, 10,100 JOBS AT INEL RESULTED IN THE PROVISION 

OF NEARLY 24,000 JOBS IN IDAHO. APPROXIMATE INEL PAYROLL DURING FISCAL 

YEAR 1985 WAS $285 MILLION DOLLAR S  AND INEL PROGRAM COSTS TOTALLED 

NEARLY $600 MILLION. THAT AMOUNT, $600 MILLION, EXCEEDED THE SIZE 

OF IDAHO'S GENERAL FUND STATB BUDGET DURING THAT SAME YEAR. THE 

FACILITY IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF IDAHO'S ECONOMY 

AND OF IDAHO'S TAX BASE. AS WE ENTER THE 1990'S, WE MUST NOT LOSE SIGHT 

OF THE FACT THAT NEW PROECTS WILL KEEP INEL A VIABLE FACILITY. 

BOl5E AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . 711 W. BANNOCK . P.O. BOX 236a • BOISE. 10 83701 • (206) 344�5515 

PAGE 2 

�tl�, -I':� 
THE NEXT QUESTION IS WHBTHBR THE SIS IS THE TYPE OF NEW PROJECT 

WHICH SHOULD BE LOCATBD AT INEL. WE PIRMLY BELlBVE IP THE SIS IS BUILT 

ANYWHERB, IT SHOULD BB BUlL T AT THB PRBPBRRBD SITEI INEL. 

THE ECONOWIC IMPACT OP THB PROJBCT IS SlGNIPICANT POR SOUTHEAST 

IDAHO AND SIGNIFICANT POR THB STATE OP IDAHO. THB BCONOMIC PACTS 

ARE NO SECRBT: 

-440 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS BXPECTBD TO BE EMPLOYBD. 

-410 PERMANENT PLANT EMPLOYBBS EXPECTED TO BE BMPLOYED WITH 

AN ADDITIONAL 340 PLANT EMPLOYEES INDIRECTL Y EMPLOYBD. 

-TOTAL PROJECT COST OP $937 MILLION WITH ACTUAL FACILITY COST PROJECTBD 

AT $.50.5 MILLION. 

THE PACT THAT THE PROJBCT WILL UTILlZB EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE 

OF INEL IS A PLUS. THE PROJECT HAS THB POTBN'I1AL OP GENBRATING PAR-RBACHlNG 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES, EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMBNT AND SUPFORT RESEARCH 

AND TECHNOLOOY SURROUNDING THE PROJECT. THE PROJECT WILL PUT 

IDAHO ON THE LEADING EDGB IN THE APPLICATION OF ADVANCED LASBR 

TECHNOLOGY WITH THE POTENTIA L POR HlGH�TECH SPIN-oFP INDUSntlBS. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SHOULD CONTINUE TO POCUS ITS BFFORTS 

ON ADDRBSSING ENVlRONMENTAL AND SAPBTY CONCBRNS RBLATED TO THE 

PROJBCT. THB DBBATE SURROUNDING THESE ISSUBS IS HEALTHY BECAUSE 

IT WILL ULTIMATELY LEAD TO BETTER EPPORTS ASSURING: 

-SA PER TRANSPORTATION OP HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TO AND PROM INEL, 

AND 

-SAPER OPBRATION OF THE PROJECT INCLUDING PROPER STORAGE OP 

LOWER LEVEL WASTB AT INEL. 

PAGB 3 

IN THE COURSB OP THIS DBBATB, HOWBVER, WB MUST BB CAR8FUL TO COMMUNICATE 

AN ACCURATB, BALANCED MBSSAGB THAT IDAHOANS SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE SIS PROJBCT AT INBL. 

THANI( YOU POR THB OPPORTUNITY TO RBPORT OUR POSITION TO YOU. 
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Dear DOE: 

E"")(�'o-'+- 69 8 
2 1 0 2  North 26th S t r e e t  
Bo i s e ,  I d a h o  8 3 7 0 2  

2 8  M a r c h  1 9 8 6  

My name i s  E d i e  Hye r s .  I a m  a re9 i s t ered nurse a n d.  am ..-'C i t i n g  
ag a i n s t.  t h e  con s t ru c t i on of t h e  Special Isotope Separation P l a n t  
i n  Idaho o r  a n y w h e r e  e l se . 

The Un i t ed S t a t e s  does not need more weapon-grade pluton i u m .  
We a l ready h a v e  e n o u g h  p l u t o n i u m  to l a s t  for t h i s  purpose f o r  
2 0 , 000 years . We a l s o  a l r eady h a v e  about 2 5 , 00 0  nuc l e a r  
weapon s .  Surely t h i s  i s  enough to m a i n t a i n  deterrence a s  .. e l l  
a s  t o  destroy a n y  adve r s a r y , along .., i th the e n t i r e  e a r t h ,  ma n y  
t i mes 

So-c a l l e d  waste d i sposal and safety plans f o r  t h i s  project a r e  
i n a d equa t e .  There a r e  a s  y e t  no acceptable d e s igns f o r  n u c l e a r  
w a s t e  s t o r a g e  or transpo r t a t ion . Plutonium has a i r-eady 
contaminated sed i m e n t  beds 2 3 0  feet below' the " tempor a r y "  
s t o r- a g e  s i t es a t  I N E L ,  w h i c h  s i t s o v e r- t h e  Snake R i v e r  P l a i n  
Aq u i fer--the s o u r c e  o f  fresh w a t e r  f o r  much o f  southern I d a h o . 
The spread o f  contaminated a g r i c u l t u r a l  products f rom t h i s  
a r e a  c o u l d  a f f e c t  the ent i ce Northwe s t .  T h e  pos s i b i l i t y o f  a 
trucking accident on Idaho h i ghways and f t"cewa y s , and of 
pos s i b l e  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t y , cannot be d i scounted . 

The r e l e a s e  of p l u t o n i u m  i n t o  groundwater or i n t o  the a i r  
would b e  d i s a s t r ou s . Plutonium l a s t s  f o e  2 5 0 , 000 years . I s  
our c i v i  l i za t i o n  p r e p a r e d  to t a k e  respon s i b i l i ty for th i s  long? 
Obviously not . Exposure t o  large amou n t s  o f  plutonium causes 
immed i a t� death. Exposure to even microscopic amounts i s  a 
s e s r i ou s  health haza r d ,  cau s i n g  cance r ,  g e n e t i c  damag e ,  and 
b i r t h  defects . No amount of econom i c  g a i n  can be W'o rtth t h i s  
r i s k .  

T h e  underlying assumption o f  the S I S  p l a n t  i s  what i s  most 
d i s t u r b i ng . 'The on l y  use o f  plutonium 2 3 9 ,  the o n l y  product 
o f  th i s  p l an t ,  i s  a n  explos i v e  in nuc l e a r  .. arhead s .  The h e a l t h  
hazards and cata s t ro ph i c  envi ronmental e f fects o f  n u c l e a r  .. a r  
a r c  t e r r i fy i ng to contemp l a te . 'The E I S  m a k e s  no mention o f  
these e f f ect s .  Ne i th e r  does i t  a d d r e s s  the e f f ec t s  on t h e  
mental health o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  l i ving .. here th i s  
f a c i l i ty i s  mat e r i a l ly con t r i b u t i n g  t o  the rea l i ty o f  nuc l e a r  
\-farfare . 

As a concerned p r o f e s s i on a l  speaking foe human and environmental 
health , a s  a mother speaking for the r i ght o f  my children t o  a 
peaceful future , and as a human b e i n g  speaking for the w e l f a r e  
and future o f  planet e a r t h ,  I plead that Reason " i l l  prev a i l  in 
this i s sue . I u r g e  the DOE to choose the only r a t i onal opt i on-
NO AC'T I O N .  Thank you . 

� �  
Ed i e  Hy e r s ,  RN 
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Mr. Clay Nichols 
The Deparorent of �rgy 

E 599 

1110 Wann Springs Ave. 
Boise, ID 83712 
MJrch 29, 1988 

Dear "'1r. Nichols aOO all others , 

s� � (0 ... 
1)2L f.,ya;vY 

I am opposed to the Special Isotope Separator Project because: 

-The technology, desbribed by the D.O."=, as "state-of-the-art, "  is 
rteW' aOO untested. I certainly don't want r.lY state to serve as t!:le 
first demJnstration site for using Mg.; energy dye lasers to separate 
plutoniun isotopes for even microsopic particles of this rmtedal are 
extremely toxic. 

-I"fr. �icols suggests that final disJXIsition of the SIS wastes WCIlll.d 
probably be at the �pt. of �fense Carlsbad Cavern nuclear waste 
repository, rot even yet opened-rut already LF..t-.:UI-l]! The AP reported 
March 11 in 'The Idaho Statesman that the rmgnitlrle of the clean up of 
existing TlJCrear�pon--sproauction plants is " staggering."  !X\e ex
pert estimated the cleanup for all the federal faci lities at $100 
billi(Jr"!.. 

_ The U.S. military iT'¥Just-.:y is gigantic. If it were a national eeon
any, it would be the 13th largest in the \ooQrld. I resent my tax dollars 
subsidizing their high profits aOO lOW' risk, am I'm  skeptical that we 
need all the weapons they insist we bJy. They wrap their industry 
in patriotism to disguise their greed . The SIS Project dem::mstrates the 
inefficiency of goverrment rmnagerrent with the profit rrotives of 9Tivate 
enterprise, illuninating the �rst of both �rlds . 

-The SIS t.O..Ild ten:vorarily boost parts of Idaho' s  econcrny \oihile 
greatly inC'reasing risk to fanniam, to.ni..sm, wildlife arrl drinking 
water of rmny ccmrunities. 

-The SIS t.O..Ild cost $1 bUlton, a boordoggle that WCIlll.d significantly 
boost (lj[' trillion dollar national debt . 

-Rep. Bustanante fran Texas, a member of the Hcuse Armed Services Coorn • •  
plans to intrcduce a bill this week to kill the SIS Pro jeet, for he feels 
other defense pro jeets aTe !TOre essential. Energy Sec. Jctm Her-
rinton said recently that the nation is "awash in plutoniun." 

I 've lived the first half of my life in Wycming, the secord half 
in Idaho. "1y husbaOO rroved here totlen he was 2 years old. CUr three 
children were all born here . We ' ve chosen Idaho for (lj[' hcrre aOO 
know (lj[' stolid rrountain tops , the expansive pratre I never call "des
ert ," the native plants aOO animals , the strong, iOOepent people .  I 'm 
prou::I of our American derrocrt.cy,.�hat .ptDyj.9� this opportunity for ne to raise voice aOO pen t04�rorectEPlet'!'('jU8rity of life in the Idaho 
I venerate. 

Sincerely, 

�,,� <. to....o\J..\"'-J.t. )  

E�'o\-t- sqq 
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0, £, /. 5 &h- S. I. S. 
HV n .. ",,, I !II J .  Ih)l!ar "ur .... s .  t reltde _ t  Ino� N. 16th. "olslI. Ydll"",, 
t !la •• 10nli' been el)neern.-cl 8!)oUt "ucl .. r Wa", about •• nut.crura rtf 
nuel •• r " •• ponl , and about nuda"r ace ldents , T _ eonearn-.d about rh • 

• rreet on our a"vtrGl'llllenr of' tOIll I ('  "Int., !)or!'! nucla.r and non .. nuel •• r. 

, 1JI'I\ll1'1 qu •• t lon the neel'l tor .ddlt l,,",,1 nuel •• r _apnn. p1"ol'lu� ln. 
f' lu� l l 1 t ' e " .  P':'!I: l !'1 t t n  .. '"d 1 1 ,, 1  .. , IITti qu l ta eap"bl. nl' 111',,(' • •  sln • •  n:l .t l n� i!lr .. cltnlt." .,1' ",,,t,,,,I,,1 to rel' l na p l urnn' ..... lind ", •• t l'I_aTlch In th. 
r"'''''.Plltllbl. 'urur., 

A .. r.,,. the .ueh�publ l e l t.d IIC'O""IIIh :  "aoln_,," s" .. nd ban. t l t l  01' '.'.1' 
r.' • .!IIre'" at thi s p l a n t ,  the" are �n ... lI{ l .t.nt. I\coord ln, to the ".".,rt 
at ttl. sCf'lplnll' he.rfn" and the I,.".et lIIr.at_.-nt. the 5 ,  I ,  S .  lfOuld be 
hut l t  "olal., 1'o:)r the P",,",,"III" 0:) 1'  plutorllu. production. L ••• " re.eereh ""1 heen .. .,cf ""ult! Cf'Irlth'lue tn be conducted . t  the Llv.,....,". Lab, 

Al l D1' I).n.!:, n\lelelt" 1' e e l 1 f t l  •• h .. v. h.�e e ••• pool .  D1' cont_lrllttl,,". 
Tn1'o,.. .. t'n" ItS tn le .. k. of "ed l e t l "n I\e. heen wi thheld 1'".- the puhl l e . 
lind "hen """d t l nll l t ., ... t. "ut O,O.!. tn.lets tl\et 1"10 h.,.. lvIlII bee" dnn., 
I).n,r., I)ruehe" 01'1' IIItul"lle. b. "the" .... uree. II' Inco"elu.I_. [.en I t. n"., stul"lte!l thllt 1"1.., IW'It InJ1'port I t t  poettlnn b.� l nconetu, l_ , W. 
kmv "'ett.r then tl\etl Here In Id • ..., _ h.v. ve .. ed a Ion" al"l"l hard battle at INn tn .top dUlllpt"1I! nue l •• r va.t. "'treetl., I"to the Aqutt'.r. 'lin 
." .. I n  •• r. and "_pert." "uilltl",. m he,.. could COllI. 01' It. W. knov 
bett.r than tlvltl W. _u.t do our OWft thlnld"IIt, I!:xp.rt •• .,ou knov, ha_ 
v •• ted Inter •• t. In cont lnul n • •  III l t uet lon tl\et . t 1'ord. th.lr I"COIIIe 
end pre.tl .... . nd reed. their aIM •• 

, - attaehlnlll Go" ert l ete tro. the Ide,.", Stat._rI 01' 1 ... l2�!'I!'I arid 
datelined Tvl;' "ath. I n  which " .poke."n fOr JMt1.. "e,. thet tNEl. could 
be .dded to the Supertund t t .t for tode el.enup, Me at., .ay" .ueh 
e t"."Up lfOuld co.t ,'0 _I ll Ion "nd prob.M., take '0 , .. r • •  AI .o a "  .... 
r.t •••• 6' thr •• wor1l:erlll Injured frottl radloectlv. "po.UTe. Suppo.edly 
T'IO a.rloua r •• ul t. _re found. Row •• "r, I).O.E. doe. not tollov up Oft 
Ion ... ren.e .tteet. 0" ""rker. "nd rellideftt. I n  the are" of nucl •• r t.c l 1 l �  
tie., .ueh a. for 10 ... 2 0  'Yeere or lonllter . O r  I t  they d o  hav • •  ueh 
t"forllla t l o n ,  It t. a elo.el., ... u_rded •• er.t, 

s . r . s .  wt t l "" t  be a J!'I)Od neld'lbor. Our .t_t. orUcle1a ahoutd b. puttln ... 
p"e •• ur. Oft INnto r_v. the nue l •• r _lit. t".t va .. euppoeed to b • •  tor.d 
on • "t_porar., b".t e . "  88tte" our ottlcl.l. put pr ••• ur. on I n  thl. 
r •• p.et, th.n t() .r •• t the 5.' .5.  with op.n .r. •• 

I a!ll co"c.r"ed .b<)ut aceld.nt. on our hi ,,.,..,. •• 5 ,1 ,5 .  viiI ,en.ra t. a tr""'en(!o:)u .. vo h  .... or nucl.ar tr.1'tlc on Idaho rOlld., Ttlte h •• T'IOtb •• " 
.d.qull t.t,. .ddr •••• d bV the I",paet St.t_.nt. 0"8 thlnll: v. do not " •• <1 
I .  th . .. "ector or ,llInt .,.",.d truck. aCCOlllpenlecl by a,.,..d lII:uardli. that 
t.el no "tIed to eo!IIply vlth any IIItate re.ul.t lo" • •• to ht.hv • ., .1' •• <1 and 
e.r.t,.. Al r.a<l., thare h •• b.en r.port .. of eontront.tlonll lind n •• r ... eon� 
tro"tlltton. b.ty •• ll euch truck, and po l ice. ev." to th" po i nt or Inter'ar ln, 

"Ith po l l e e  hand l l ", 0' tr.tt l c ,  .tc • • •• •  rellut t  or aecld"n t. on our 
n.ttonel h l "h_,... A nucl.ar .lI!Ihap could b. II •• Jor d l  ••• t.r tor Idaho. 

Ttl. 0; ,  I , 5 .  h • •  b •• " heralded a. "cr •• t l n, job.... I l\ev. be.n a IfOrtln, 1lI1I" all ot • ., adul t l i t • • I under.t.nd the n •• d tor I"du.try and .Iobl!. 
Sut th" I. too bt .. .  pt'tc. to 1'." ror II lob, 

I t  II true tMt "Idaho t e  too n-e.t to l l tt.r." In co"clu.lon J vnuld 
I lk. t.., add th.t "Idaho t. too l'T.at to h"C'OIIe a "'uel.ar S._r." 

Ttla"k .,ou, 

�..r I..� .6""';'" , JAde h;""", t-.;l,t> IffY 

�y; 
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Idaho 
Superfund list 
may Include INEL 
The Aaoeoatecl P_ 

TWIN FALLS - The Idaho Na· 
tional Engineennl Laboratory 
c:ould be added to the. naHor:laJ 
Superfund USf ot hazardous waste 
sites acTOSS the country, a spoII:esman for the U.S, Department 01 
Energy said. 

A small portion ot the ..... ere 
3ite is contaminated, said am 
Clark, environmental 3Clentilllt at 
INEL. 

Cootaminanon includes trj.. 
chloroethylene 1n drinking water 
at a tf!5l area., chromium at tea 
reactor ponds and carbon tetra· 
chloride in the ground at the 
I'1ldkIactlve-waste complex, said 
Wayne PterTe, ot the EnVIron
mental ProI:edlon Agency In 
Seattle. Cleanup of the site coWd cost S30 million and take up to 30 
years, PIerre said. 

There already are fout' Super. 
fund sttes in Idaho. The addition 
of INEL would give Idaho a 
higher proftJe In Con� and 
make it easier to find cleanup 
funds:, Pierre said. 

3 INEL worI<enI exposed 
to radioactive solution 
The AMoeI.i.:l � IDAHO FALLS - Three work· 
en at the Idaho N"tionaJ Engi
neering Laboratory hlilve been 
cootaminlilted with a radjoactlve 
lJOlution. 

INEL said the three workers, 
who were exposed in the chemi· 
cal proces3U1g plant, received 
mild exposure. 

One wor1l:er suftered iii 3light in
ternal contammatlon. but INEL 
oNiclaJs said the contamination 
was less than 0.02 percent of the 

allowable ...... c-.. to en OCCII-JlIII.Iiod&I ...... .-
Two ......... ... ... � dllaallim.baII: a ....... _ a l-ll:ldi 

p6pe tbat ..,. bel .... CD .. ct. r.::=-:-�� said m a ... .Nl--. AbauI • ItbIr 01 .,..... _bleb eontam.1 
low I.,.,.. 01. .,.. -.lid pmma � - ... John VOlpe. WlNCO rica pnm. d..t .... mana .... 01 mx:Ie&r ad .lacIIIIrt"rW.-.y . ... the worbn .eN wuhed dooMI wttb • deconta.mJna1ion .1Itton made up moatIy 01. water, whk::b CGltaIfti.. narat about a.Jt lite bIdIdIna wttb the radIoacttYe saluUGa.. 
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IDAHO POWER COMPANY 

S I S  DRAFT ENVI RONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT HEARINGS 
BOISE, I DAHO 

MARCH 26, 19BB 

On beha l f  of Idaho Power Company , r have several corrments concerning the 
Special Isotope Separation ( S I S )  project which is proposed for s i ting at the 
Idaho National Engineering laboratory ( lNEl ) , Department of Energy ' s  (DOE) 
preferred location. 

First, I woul d  l i ke to thank the DOE for the i r  efforts i n  pro v i d i ng 
information to the pub l i c  on the S I S  project. Not only is this  information 
important to understanding what the SIS project i s ,  and i s  not, but it a l s o  
demonstrates the conrnitment a n d  emphas i s  DOE places o n  ensuring that their 
acti v i ties or project proposa l s  operate i n  a safe manner as wel l  as uti l ize a l l  
practical means t o  preserve the envi ronmen t .  For these effort s ,  you are t o  be 
corrmended. 

I have reviewed the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Sta tement on the S I S  
project. I bel i eve that th i s  Draft E I S  adequately addresses the i ssues raised 
during the E I S  scoping hearings last year. 

Two major conc l u s i ons can be reached after reviewing this Draft EIS: 1 )  
that the DOE has consi dered a l l  practicable means t o  insure safe transportation 
of hazardous materia l s  to and from the S I S  and 2) that the S I S  wi l l  be operated 
in as safe a manner a s  pOS S i b l e ,  which incl udes proper storage of lower level 
waste at INEl. 

DOE ' s  objective to construct and operate the SIS i n  a safe and envi ron
menta l l y  acceptable manner wi l l  be enhanced by locating the project at the 

5 2 4  2 3  I N E l .  For the past 3 9  years, the INEl has developed a h i s tory o f  safety a s  • • wel l  as respon s i b l e  management of thei r  nuclear act i v i t i e s .  The leaders h i p  
demonstrated at I N E l  wi l l  insure that t h e  S I S  projects wi l l  be constructed a n d  
operated i n  a safe a n d  envi ronmenta l ly acceptable manner. 

During the past several years, the industries that tradi t iona l ly have 
been the mai nstay of Idaho ' s  economy have been i n  the dol drums . Agriculture, 
timber, m i n i n g ,  and to some degree our e l ectron ics industry have been affected 

5 2 7  1 2  4 by a recession,  resul t ing in  decreased employment and a reduced value of • • • product i o n .  But even during t h i s  economic downturn, Idaho sti l l  had several 
bright spots -- one of these being the operation at INEl . 

INEl is very important to Idaho ' s  economy, and parti c u l a rly to the com-
mun i t i e s  in southeastern Idaho. The S I S  project , i f  located at I N E l ,  wi l l  
be a positive economic benefit to the state. 

Thi s  500 m i l l ion dol lar project wi l l  employ 400 construction personnel . 
A s igni ficant number of these personnel w i l l  be from I daho, which w i l l  be 
a great benefit to the state ' s  construction industry. Addi t i ona l l y ,  it i s  
l i kely a large percentage o f  the construction materi a l s  w i l l  b e  suppl ied by or 
provided through Idaho businesses.  

Once completed, the S I S  wi l l  emp l oy an operating staff of 750 with annual 
operating costs of 54 mi l l ion dol l a r s .  

Not only w i l l  t h i s  project benefit t h e  state ' s  economy during construc
tion,  but i t  a l so wi l l  provide over 700 emp l oyment opportuni ties  for Idaho ' s  
c i t i zens which,  based on the state ' s  total employment, i s  a signi ficant 
increase. 

But the SIS project h.s additional pos i t i ve econom i c  benefi t s .  S i ting 
the S I S  adjacent to the Idaho Chemical Processing Plant w i l l  result i n  maximum 
uti l i zation of the e x i st i ng i nfrastructure that prov ides supporting serv i ce s .  
T h i s  maximum ut i l i zation wi l l  enhance t h e  abi l i ty of I N E l  t o  avoid or mi nimize 
any negative impacts to the region ' s  economy should certai n  DOE programs be 
reduced or el iminated. 

Another benefit i s  the SIS technol ogy itself. I f  the S I S  is located i n  
Idaho, o u r  s t a t e  wi l l  be on t h e  l eading edge i n  t h e  app l i cation of advanced 
laser technol ogy . What can this  me.n to I daho? The SIS technol ogy has the 
potential to be transferred to h i gh-tech industries . Thi s  technology transfer 
a l s o  can be extended to Idaho ' s  univers i ties and col l eges ,  providing a tremen
dous support network between INEl , h i gher education and business . The resu l t  
may b e  many technol ogy-based sate l l ite i ndustries locating i n  southeastern 
Idaho as wel l  as in other areas in the state. The SIS technol ogy can l i tera l ly 
provide the impetus to take Idaho ' s  economy into the 21st century and beyond. 

I am confident the SIS project wi l l  be safely operated, envi ronment a l l y  
acceptab l e  a n d  a tremendous benefit t o  Idaho ' s  economy. I daho Power i s  proud 
of the relationship we have with OOE as their primary e l ectricity suppl ier 
s i nce 195 1 .  Idaho Power supports locating the SIS project a t  INEl and we w i l l  
a s s i s t  i n  any way that i s  appropriate t o  accomp l i sh this goa l .  
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I learned that safety records for production facilities were bad . 

In 1963 for �le, a fire at the AEC' s  Medina works in San An-

tonia touched off 120,000 tons of explosives and sent a uranium 

cloud into the environs of one of Texas ' largest ci ties. At 

least two major explosions also ripped through the AEC's burlington, 

Iowa , tomb-assembly plant. And the AEC' s hydrogen tomb £abrica-

tion plant at Pantex, Texas was severely damaged by a freak hail-

storm, despite it' 5 supposed invulnerability to enemy attack. 

ROCky Flats has 'been plagued with uncontrolled radiation emissions 

and two major fires .2 

II . The OOE and oor have lead us to believe that nuclear material can 

and has been transported safely. I learned that there were many 

mishaps such as these: Every year ; the NRC and oor log several 

thousand m:rvenents of radioactive wastes. In 1979, when the 

American Atemics tritium was rroved to Flagstaff ,  122 nuclear-related 

transport accidents were reported, including at least seventeen that 

resulted in environmental contamination. 3 How many JD)re went un-

reported remains unknown . But, in November of 1980 the GAO warned. 

that the agency (oor) could not "determine the extent of problems 

involved in transporting hazardous materials" ,  let alone solve them. *4 

Because of what I have learned, that the goverrurent agencies have only 

told us half of the story concerning nuclear safety, because of i t ' s  history of 

3 . 2 . 1 1  possible cover-ups and denials, because of it 's  safety records and because of 

the real health effects, I have changed my opinion. I am no longer an INEL 

family member who believe ' s  what the INEL taught. I am totally against the 

1 . 1  SIS proposals. 

I married into an lNEL family. My father in law was a machinist and my 

brother in law \fOrks for them now. We were carefully educated on the safety of 

the nuclear industry. I bought it totally. My husband was concerned about the 

arrount of radiation shown on the badges . I thought only liberal "rabble rousers" 

were concerned aoout such things . 

Some years back, my husband and I hosted the Western Governor' s  Conference, 

where we met Gov. Robert List of Nevada. He talked about the horrors of trans-
" 

porting nuclear material through his state. He even complained to a Ibuse Interior 

Ccmnittee hearing that "simple tape" had been used. to seal a metal container 

carrying liquid wastes frem a Michigan reactor into his state. The tape had 

been painted over to conceal the problem. But the cask was dripping and may have 

contaminated roads for JD)re than a thousand miles. I respected him, but I still L') 
believed my INEL education. 

Until Chernoble. I was ill at that time. I found out from my physician 

that I was in one of the high risk groups for possible ill effects of low-level 

radiation. I wanted to learn rrore, so I started to study. I kept in touch with 

the Departments of Radiation in Idaho, utah, Oregon and Nevada. I began contacting 

scientists and people who \fOrked. at the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta to 

learn IOOre aoout health effects and safety regulation. And, I began reading t:001c� 
and documents regarding accidents and casualties of production, transportation and 

storage of nuclear material. 

The government agencies concerned with the different aspects of the nuclear 

industry had lead us to believe: 

I .  That only major disasters were dangerous and that we were protected frem 

those. I found that low level radiation poses serious health effects; 

that scientists are not sure at what level there are no health effects 

and that government agencies have admitted that they have put safety 

standards too low. 

5 . 29 . 42  
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The F i r s t  Amendment to t.he cor . .i t i tution of the U . S .  g<H'-e-A-t.eas 

the freedom of speech, the r i g ht of the people to <:l s s emble 

peace f u l l y ,  and to pe t i t i on the government for a redress o f  g J:1e'ia n ce s .  

And here t oda y ,  exe rci s i ng these r i gh t s ,  but ,{h u t  good 

does it d o  if nobody i s  l i s t en i n g .  

I ' m  spea k i ng f o r  a l o t  () f  people i n  m y  gene r a t i on ,  'Who c a r e , 

but a r e  a f ra i d  to s t a te the i r  o p i n i on s .  Ann � want to be heard , 

hecause t h i s  i S S U Q  a f fec.ts our qeneration as much 0r more than an y .  

I f  you d o  not care about the heaJ th anci s a f e t y  o f  your gener a t i o n ,  

p l e a s e  l i s t en t o  what w e  have to s a y , f o r  thE' <> a k e  o f  o u r  genp.ra t i on . 

I share th� theory o f  Steven Hawkings "'ho is one o f  the world ' s  

f i n e s t  phys i c i s t s  a n d  i s  r a t e d  equal t o  E i n s t e i n  i n  i n t e l l igence . 

Hp lectures on the f o l l y  of b u i  l d i ng r.l()re n u c l e a r  \oI'eapon s . He s t a t e s ;  

" W 2  � a v �  t h e  �quiva l e n t  o f  f o u r  tons o f  h i g h  o f  h i g h  explosives f o r  

every person on earth . I t  takes a h a l f  a pound o f  ex p l o s i ves t o  

k i l l  one person , s o  w e  have 1 6 , 000 times a s  m u c h  a s  we need . "  

Why expose ouselves t o  the pos s i b i l i t y o f  � (:' c i d e n t s  i n  t r a n s po r t , 

produc t i on , and storage o f  n u c l e a r  m a t e r i a l  when we a l re a d y  hilve 

1 6 , 000 t i mes much as need to k i l l  every man , woma n ,  and chi l o:' 

Earth . vv 6 , " 
Why would Idaho choose to provide 750 j ob s ,  aga i n s t  these stagge r i ng 

f i g u r e s . For this r e a s o n ,  a s ide from the Po s s i bl e  hea l t h  a f fe c t s , 

I am emph a t ica l l y  aga i n s t the bui l d i n l  o f  the S . L S .  proj e c t . � -� .... � �-tt"""b;C:JC· of (d�" �""'''<I!\::.�_!�J_l:>'.� .  
A ",  ' » "' (.  � v <- t.... 1") / � 'J 5/',,' {) "' fi t- t:" �  .... /; (. <'�"f j< J'V J' 

I . 1, 0  i 0 (.. r b (  ..... v .f· j!.  ...... ( 51 .... 1 (  .. , h i  ", h. ..,  ,, "- £.. ......... .... � <' 4 r <-J 0'\, .... e 

4 . 1 3 

6 . 2  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  
1 . 1  



(J1 
(J) 
-.J 

3 . 3 . 1 

E604 

THE DROHEDARY AND THE NOMAD - - A FRACTURED FABLE FOR OUR TIME E'j.\v..�\t- &otf 
O n c e  u p o n  a t i m e ,  a long t i me ago , 8 nomad p i tched h i s  t e n t  d u r i n g  

a sandstorm . H t !]  · c amel she Lterod i n  the lea o f  the tent ; b u t ,  he s a i d t o  

t h e  n o m a d ,  " T h e  s a n d  1 s  b l ow i n g  i n t o  :ny n 0 3 9  a n d  i n t o  my e y e s , i f  

cou Ld pu t j u s t  my hend I n  t h e  t e n t  e v e r y t h i n g  wou l d  be much b e t t e r , "  

Soon the camel s a i d ,  "Th l n �s are g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  c o l l i  o u t  here . 

I f  I could B e t  j u s t  !flY Shou l d e r s  i n t o  the t e n t  I .... o u ld be .... arl'l1er . 1I 

In 0. l i t t L e  wh�le the c a m e L  s a i d , " T h i n g s  are r e a L l y  ge t t i n g  c o ld 

o u t  hero i f  I c o u l d  j u s t  get my hump i n t o  the the t e n t  then everything 

wou l d  be just hotsy the t o t s y . "  When tho camel t r i ed to b r i n e;  his 

hUmp i n t o  the t e n t  i t  w a s  too l'I1uch and everything c o l la p s e d . 

Once u p o n  8 t i m e ,  8. l o n g  t i me 0 130 ,  Cod made Idaho and s o. i d � 1: h i s  

i s  g o o d ,  It a nd then He l a i d  it o u t  o f  doors . God made man and s n i d ,  

"This i s  Idaho , y o u ,  take c a r o  o f  1 t . "  

Man saw Idaho a n d  s a i d , "Oh what a good w e o p o n s  tes t i n !.  s t a t 1on . 11 

Then the dromedary ::l a i d ,  " I f  I c o u l d  j u s t  get my shoulders i n t o the 

t e n t  we c o u l d  study the peacefu l uses o f  the atom . "  Then the dromedary 

s a i d ,  II I f  I could j u s t  get my hump into Idaho you can look a t  scenery 

i n  A l aska and r a i s e  potatoes i n  Maine . "  

The Department o f  Enerl1Y has not acknowledged that they hllvo 

s o l ved t h e  problem o f  s p e n t  reactor fu o l ;  b u t ,  they think that thoy 

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  have a n  u n a cknowledged S O lu t 1 o n ./ W h i l o  Congr�ss s t ru g � l o .:J  over wh i c h  

l e a k y  s a l t  d o m e  o r  B u l l  Frog C o u n t y  to b l e s s  w i t h  perro n n i a l  rod&

n t 1 0 n  DOE s ly l y  t h ru s t s  its hump i n to the INEL. Maybe the tent w i l l  

be � i g  e n o u g h .  Congress h a s  y e t  to l e g i s l a t e  a d r y  s o l t  dome so Idaho 

r e c e ives the rad i o - a c t i ve ma t o r i a l s  from the Throe M U o  I s l n n d  d 1 s a s t o r  

5 . 3 0 . 3  . 6 " t e " porar l l y "  

\fi-. ��" \\M�" - \>� \ 

Now, the Departtrlent of .c.nergy pro"",oses thtlt proposed m i s 

s i le redu c t io n  rec u i J'es proliferation or bGmb grade p l u to n i u :n .  

D O E  proposes t h a t  to g e t  s u c h  " e nriched" p l u t o n i u m  we wi l l  

bu i ld a n  atomic vapor l.aser iaoto;.le separater t o  reprocess 

a l i m i t e d  quantity o f  s p e n t  fuel graue p l u t o n ium for a rew 

years and to store the radioactive re,ddue in Idaho "temporarIly" 

unt i I Congress can legis late a leak-proof salt dome. 

Can w e  rea l l y  bel ieve that we are to store " t emporarily" 

just a few years production o f  radioactive residue fro:n a limited 

quan t i ty o f  spent fu e l  when we have access to ali of the s p e n t  
W e s tern 

fu e l  grade p l u t o n i u m  in the/wor l d ?  INEL haS not been 

l e g 1 s la�ed t o  be the recipient o f  all radioactive res idu e ;  bu t ,  

t f  i t  is processed through t h e  atomic vapor laser isotope separator 

i t  can ho l d  the radioactive r e s i d� o f  the entire Western world, 

" temporari ly . " 

The q u e s t i o n  rises , "W i l l  there be rooll enough for man and 

r a  1 1o : " c t i v e  residue both i n  I d ahO ' s  t e n t ? "  

Dr . John Harms 
6 1 16 Edgew a t " r  Drive 
Bo l , e  I d  8)70? 

E�"of 
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Whi le I can think o f  any number o f  "reasons t o  oppose t h e  

Special I sotope Separation P r o j e c t  such as the l a c k  of a 

need for an add i t ional supply of plutonium, the manufacture 

3 . 5 . 2  o f  weapons-grade p l
,
utanium itself would v i o l a te the spirit 

of the Nuclear Non-pro lif eration Treaty and s e t  a dangerous 

precedent , the number of Idaho people who would bene f i t  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 6 

4 . 1 5 . 5  

from the " j obs"  has not been e s t a b l i shed , the U .  S .  has an 

adequate stockpile of plutoniu� to meet national defrnse 

needs , the reason I choose to address today is the lack of 

safety i n  the transportation of p l utonium on Idaho ' s  h i g hways 

and other transporation routes . As I understand i t ,  the 

5 . 2 9 . 87 plutonium would be transported a s  a powder from Hanford 

washington , to the INEL . The commen t  I heard was " no 

accidents had happened - yet " . With a h a l f  l i f e  of 2 4 , 0 0 0  

years , c a n  you imagine w h a t  would happen to o u r  beloved state 

and to the people i f  just one keg was punctured by an 

accide n t . I t ' s  a horrifying thought and one that should 

1 . 1  
give any proponent , especi ally those state o f f i c i a l s  elected 

by the people , of this insane plart , pau s e .  Thank you . 

Jane We l l s  Holt 

2 1 1 3  Division 

Boise, I D  8 3 7 0 6  

3 4 5-2 6 5 8  
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My na-.e 18 Beverly Hiller. and I am here to apeak against the SIS. 

The Depart.ent of 'f:nergy demands that ve aet .side our IIIOral concerna 

and listen inatead to the promises they _ke about the SIS project: promises 

of jobs. prOllliIJeti of .afety, pra.iaes that the envircm.ent viII be respected. 

But they aho ask that ve offer our livee. thoee of our children, and those 

of geneTations UIIborn, aa collateral on thelle prOlllisea. 

How good are theae prollliaes? Despite the fact that OOE hired a team of 29 
out-of-state expertll (at a cost to the tayp.,.er 1 shudder to cont_plate) to 

drllV up the vish list they call a Draft EnvirontDental I!ap&Clt StatefDent. the 

disclai-.er inside the fTont cover \ll8kes it clear that NO OK! is villing to 

stand behind tbeir promises: not the goverRlllent. not· the authors. not the agency. 

Early in this report. we sre told the DO£ vanta to build SIS in order to 

create a condition they call plutonium. production capacity redundancy. In Illy 

dictionary. redundancy is defined as superfluous or excessive and unnecessary 

duplication. That sounds a lot like what I.>e Idahoans condeumed a fe\l years back 

as fat in federal apending. They have already ad_it ted they don ' t  need the SIS 

to .... intain an adequate aupply of nuclear \ll8 terials for the nation ' s  defense. 

In cresting the existing supply, hD'Olever, the government has left behind 

dangeroua reservoirs of radioactive vasteB, \lhich it admit8 it does n ' t  know what 

to do vith. Nuclear \lsates produced )5 years ago are stIll sitting over the 

Snake River "quafer alolaiting finsl dispoaal, and thia report IPllkea it clear that 

SIS-gene-.:ated waatea \lould joIn thelll. But I.>e are told not to warTY, becauge 

the government haa a co_it tee looking at the probl_. 

Meanwhi le the co_it tee that created this report alleges that the DOE can 

con9t-.:uct a .yatelll here \lhich loIould be a federal first: there would be no unanti-

cipated exigencie3, only wat are called "best I118nagement technIques" would 

apply, no accident3 or SNAFUS of any kind would be allD'Oled. 

We are aupposed to be grateful that the goven_ent "ants to construct this 

perfect systelll in our aute. And I vould be, if they vould teat il firat on the 

IRS or the Postal Service, SOllie government agency that does not deal in lethal 

" .... hole body doses" and other horrors . But until then, Idaho is 9till at rIsk 

f -.:OII government promises !!Isde in the past. We would be foolish to invest our 

trust ,  our land. our future to any more ellPty promises Dlade in a book \lritten by 

a cOlll1l11 ttee created by a bureaucracy. 
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CITIZENS FOR ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
SUPPORT THl!: ATOMIC VAPOR LASER ISOTOPE S.I:!:PARATIOH (AVLIS) p� 

for the SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATIon (SIS) PROJJ:;CT 

I alii repreeenting CITIZENS FOR b.'NERGY AND THE EHVI RONMEHT yho in 1982 ob

tained more than enough signa turea for a pro-nuclear ini tiati ve to be placed 

cn the Idaho ballot whicb paeeed by more than 601>. 

Ve are privileged to live in a wonderful country where 'We have eomething oalled 

FREEDOM. While 'We do not think much about i t ,  peoplee in many parte of the world 

look at ue 'With envy. Some, perhape, have never beard. of freedom IJ.nd do not 

realitoe th,� t it e::dats. Thie FREEOOM gives us the privilege to think as 'We pleaee, 

and, unfortunately in aome oaeee, to expreee opinione , publicly and priVately, 

'Without baBia of faot. Peoplee in Communist nations do not have thie privilege. 

They do not even have the freedom to leave the comlbunist country in 'Whioh they 

live. Many _ riak their lives to escape to FRt:EOOM. 

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory has published tbe "Exeoutive Summary 

frOID the Draft Environmental Impaot Statement- OOEjEIS -01)6, Speoial Isotope 

Separation Projeot wherein INEL has lhhd tbe � information on AVLIS oon

oerning: 

Availability of workers within a 50 mile radiue 
Adequate services, housing, and schoole 
Safety of transportation, drinking Yater, and handling of 'Waste 
Radiation at INEL lese than lIIany other things including natural resourcee 
No probleme IIi th atmoephoric emioeione, heal tb, earthquake, tornado, flood, 

or uccidente 

However, there are those 'Who are using the freedome of ou.r Uni ted StatelJ of 

A.merica to try to merge us with the cOllUlunist nations, whose poople MOY no 

fi'eedorna. They disoount the INEL faotual statemente as false a.nd d'Well on 

"What if" fea.re 'Whioh have already been aci. nti fioally addres!:led by INBL prov

ing the "What if" foars to be unfounded. 

None of ue 'Want nuclear 'War or any war. All 'War is terrible, but the yay to 

avoid 'War is to be etrong enough that no other nation 'Would da.re attack. No 

doubt, moat people have heard thll.t Stalin eaid, "Tbe ultimate goal is the United 

States of America 'Whioh would fall like a ripe apple from a tree". The gonl of 

the Soviete, 'Who a.re re:olponeible for millions of deathe of their Olm people and 

othors, hasn ' t  changed, in epite of wh .t :olome may think now. The "anti ' e " ,  eome 

of thelll unwittingly, aro aiding the goal of the Sovi ete by opposing progreBB in 

the United State;;!. 

Yea, we would all like to have pOlice by talking and "Th3lnkpeace". Some think 

friend:olhip gestu.ring, by making Washington and Moscow sister cities, cooperative 

projeo t e ,  lind merging clubs, groups , etc. will b.ring peace. Houee speaka.rt' Jim 

Wright has designed a orossed-flag button of the United States flag and 

Soviet flag. For those 'Wbo believe that thia is the 'Way to peaoe, aBk the 
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the people of Poland, Afghanistan, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia, and other 

COlllllluniat countries . if this is the snover. They no longer have FREEDOM lind 

nei thar v\Juld va. 
A better, easier, and surer way to peace i !;l  to stop supporting th'" Soviete 

nnd other communist n .... tiona. Aocording to Rep Toby Roth ( R-Wie) "The West is 

eupplylng the Soviet bloc roughly U billion avery month in nev 100.n9. Every day, 

Western oODlllloroial banks sand S)) million to the Soviet bloc . , • • •  " This is 

1n bard currency dollare which the Soviete can use to pay for IU\Ything rOJ.nging 

froll! tbeir finanoial obligations to Cuba, to acquiring i l legal ::.ophistioated West_ 

ern high_teohnology". 

I listened to the impassioned pleas of the "Hhat ifs" wi tb the fl'ightening 

imaginary happenifl8S that could deprive their children of a eafe place in which 

to grOIl up. INEL bas been in existence 1n Idaho for many years lIith an unsur

pasl'led saFety record. Vood etovee have caused Inore pollution, firee and deaths 

than the nuclear industry. 

I prefer FREEDOM and the means to maintain that FREEDOM by supporting tbe 

building of AVLIS at INEL for defenee of our country and for other use5 of the 

plutonium. 

/7)-,-<- . P� � 
Mrs Dorothy Strait 
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"ggl) �\ENING, My NAME IS VIRGINIA BENNETT . I AM A NATIVE 

IDAHOAN AND I AM OPPOSED TO THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 

OF THE SIS IN IDAHO . IT IS MY FEELING THAT THE DRAFT 

ENV IRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ANO THE PRO�OSED PROJECT IN 

GENERAL HAS FAILED TO AOEQUATELY ADDRESS THE SAFETY ISSUE 

POSED BY SITING THE PROJECT HERE IN IDAHO. CHIEF AMONG MY 

CONCERNS IS THE LACK OF TRAINING �Y IDAHO ' S  EMERGENCY ��'l 
PERSONNEL, POL ICE, FIREF IGHTERS,' AMBULANCE CREWS, TO DEAL 

WITH AN ACCIDENT DURING THE TRANSPORTATION OF THESE LETHAL 

MATERIALS FROM THE HANFORD RESERVATION TO THE INEL SITE IN 

EASTERN IDAHO. As ILLUSTRATED BY THE LARGE NUMBER OF TOXIC 

SPILLS THAT HAVE ALREADY OCCURED ON IDAHO ' S  ROADS, OUR 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM IN THIS STATE IS ANTIQUATED. MUCH OF 

OUR MAJOR HIGHWAY SYSTEM CONSISTS OF NARROW SWITCHBACK ROADS 

WITH SHEER DROPS ON ONE SlOE . THE WEATHER CONDITIONS OFTEN 

MAKE THESE ROADS TREACHEROUS . ANY ROUTE BETWEEN RICHLAND, 

WASHINGTON. AND THE INEL SITE NEAR IDAHO FALLS TAKES THE 

DEAOLY CARGO THROUGH SMALL TOWNS AND CITIES WHERE THE LOCAL 

EMERGENCY PERSONNEL ARE IN NO WAY EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH AN 

ACCIDENT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES .  THE FACT THAT THE ROUTE AND 

SCHEOULE OF THIS CONVOY IS A MILITARY SECRET. COMPOUNDS THE 

PROBLEM . THIS DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT TOTALLY 

FAILS TO DESCRIBE THE TYPE OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE THAT WOULD 

BE NEEDED TO DEAL WITH AN ACCIOENT THAT INVOLVED THE RELEASE 

OF PLUTONIUM. I FEEL THAT THIS PROJECT CANNOT GO FORWARO 

UNTIL THESE ISSUES ARE SATISFACTORILY ADDRESSED . THANK YOU . 
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T E S T I MONY o r  ROY HEB8RGER 
SPECIAL I S OTOPE S E P ARAT I O N  PROJECT 
U . S .  DEPARTMENT O F  ENERGY 
IDAHO N A T I O N A L  ENG I N E B R ING LABORATORY 

MARCH 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  
B O I S E , I D A H O  

M r . /Hs . C h a i rp e r s o n , L a d i e s  a n d  Gen t l emen : 

INTRODUC T I O N  

M y  n a m e  i s  R o y  Heb e r ge r .  

am a 
Ame r i c a .  
fam i l y .  

c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I daho a n d  t h e  Un i t ed S t a t es 
My t e s t imony is p r e s e n t e d  on b e ha l f  of my s e l f  and 

I have 8 w i fe a n d  two t e en a ge d  daugh t e r s .  

BACKGROUND 

of 
my 

My formal t r a i n i n g  i s  i n  s c i e n c e .  I have t h r e e  c o l l eg e  d e g r ee s , 
two of w h i c h  a r e  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of M i c h i ga n .  W h i l e  my 
e d u c at i on h a d  as i t s  focus t he n a t u r a l  s c i en c e s , d e g r e e  
r e q u i r em e n t s  i n c l ud e d  a f i rm b a s i s  i n  t h e  phys i c a l  s c i e n c e s . I n  
g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  I a d d e d  t o  t h a t  b a s e  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  t ra i n i n g  i n  
n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i on b i o l ogy . 

Wh i l e  I m e n t i o n  my f o r m a l  t ra i n i n g  in an e f f o r t  to e s t ab l i s h  a 
c e r t a i n  l e v e l  of c r e d i b i l i t y ,  I am n o t  an e x p e r t  in any of t h e  
phy s i c a l  s c i e n c e s .  I t ry t o  b e  i n formed c i t i z e n . 

1 .  1 G i v e n  t h a t  b a c k g r o u n d  I am h e r e  to t e s t i fy in oppos i t i o n  to S I S .  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

ARGUMENT I N  OPPO S I T ION 

SIS -- S p ec i a l  I s o t o p e  S ep a r a t i on - - a s i m p l e  euphemism f o r  a 
p r o c e s s  d e s i gn e d  to i s o l a t e  and r e f i n e  weapons g r a d e  p l u t o n i um 
from o t h e r  f i s s i on p r o d u c t s  of uran i um .  I w i l l  p r e s e n t  a r g um e n t s  
i n  oppos i t i o n  f r o m  f o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e s : t echn i c a l , e t h i ca l ,  f i s c a l ,  
a n d  mor a l . 

Techn i c a l  P e r s p ec t i v e  

I n  M a r c h  o f  1 9 8 2  S en a t o r  J a m e s  McC l u r e  i s su e d  a S p e c i a l  R e p o r t  o n  

Nuc l ea r  Was t e  i n  w h i c h  he p r o p o s e d  t h a t ,  " The s af e  d i s p o s a l  o f  
r a d i o ac t i v e  w a s t e  i s  an u r ge n t  n a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t y . "  I t  i s  
u n f o r t un a t e  t h a t  s i x  y e a r s  h a v e  p as t ,  and t h e  comp l e x  p r ob l em o f  
s a fe a n d  s a n e  n u c l e a r  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  i s  s t i l l  b e f o r e  us . We h a v e  
b een u n s u c c e s s f u l  as a n a t i on i n  t h e  d e v e l opm e n t  of a r a t i o n a l  
p o l i c y  on t h e  d ev e l opmen t ,  u s e  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  n u c l e a r  r e s o u r ce s . 

Some p r o g r e s s  has b e e n  mad e .  I t h i n k  we a r e  f i n a l l y  b e y o n d  t h e  
o u t - o f- s i g h t / ou t - o f- m i n d  men t a l i t y  of t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  decade s . 
Maybe n o t . We n o w  have S I S  b e f o r e  u s . 

P l ut on i um is o n e  of t h e  m o s t  d e a d l y  of s ub s t an c e s  k n own to man . 
It has an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h i g h  r a t e  of e m i s s i o n  of a l ph a  p a r t i c l e s ,  
a n d  t h e  e l em e n t  i s  r e ad i l y  a b s o r b e d  b y  b o n e  m a r r ow - - o n e  o f  t he 
b o dy ' s  b l oo d  form i n g  o r g an s . Wh i l e  it e x i s t s  in t ra c e  quan t i t i e s  
i n  n a t ur a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  u r a n i um o r e s ,  i t  i s  mos t l y  a p r o d u c t  o f  
n e u t ron i r r a d i a t i on o f  n a t u r a l  u r a n i u m .  I n  1 9 8 2  p l u t on ium was 
b e i n g  p r od u c e d  b y  n u c l e a r  power r e a c t o r s  t hroughout the wor l d  at 
a rate of about 20 , 0 0 0  k g / y r  ( C RC Handbook o f  Chem i s t ry and 
Phys i c s , 64th E d i t i o n ,  1 9 8 3 - 84 , CRC P r es s ,  B o c a  R a t o n ,  F l o r i d a ) . 

P l ut on i um 2 3 9 ,  t h e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  or o t h e r w i s e  av a i l ab l e  
form ( Ch a r t  o f  t h e  Nuc l i d e s , Educat i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s , G e n e r a l  
E l e c t r i c  Compa n y ,  S c h e n e c t ady , N . Y .  i n  C h a s e  a n d  R a b i n ow i t z ,  
1 967 . P r i n c i p l es o f  Rad i o i s o t op e  Methodo l o g y ,  B u r g e s s  Pub l i s h i n g  
Compan y ,  M i nn e a po l i s ,  M i nn . ) ,  h a s  a h a l f  l i fe of 24 , 360 y e a r s .  
Thus t h e r e  i s  subs t an t i a l  c a u s e  f o r  p ub l i c c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  
c r i t i ca l  a r e a s  of human a n d  e n v i ronmen t a l  hea l t h .  

T h e  p e o p l e  a r e  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  t o  
r e gU l a t e  u s e ,  h a n d l i n g , s t o r a g e ,  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  r a d i o ac t i v e  
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  ab s o l u t e  s a feguards a g a i n s t  a c c i d e n t a l  
e x p o s u r e .  T h e  N u c l e a r  R e gu l a t o r y  Comm i s s i on h a s  as o n e  of i t s  
r e s p on s i b i l i t i es t h e  p r o t e c t i on of t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  e n v i ro n m e n t  
from c o n t a m i n a t i o n . T h i s  l eads me t o  t h e  n e x t  a s p e c t  of m y  
t e s t imony . 

E t h i c a l  P e r s p ec t i v e  

T h e r e  i s  a s e r i ou s  p r ob l em i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w i t h  an a p p a r e n t  l ac k  

o f  c r e d ib i l i t y  i n  g o v e rnmen t . T h e  p e o p l e  a r e  b e t t e r  i n formed 
than ever b e f o r e , and o f f i c i a l  answers to s e r i ous que s t i on s  a r e  
m e t  w i t h  s k e p t i c i s m .  T h e  p e o p l e  s i m p l y  do n o t  b e l i ev e  much o f  
what t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  t o l d .  

T h e  i n  p o i n t  i s  a r a d i o l o g i c a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e .  am v e r y  
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t he p ub l i c rece i v e s  p a t r on i z i ng r e s po n s e s  t o  
i t s  c o n c e r n s  about the a p p a r e n t  l a ck of a r a t i o n a l  F e d e r a l  p o l i c y  
c o n c e r n i n g  r a d i o l o g i c a l  he a l t h ,  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s e c ur i t y .  I d o n t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a " s a f e "  l e v e l  of e x p o s u r e  t o  rad i a t i o n 
b e y o n d  t h a t  w h i c h  is c o n s i de r e d  as b a c k g r o u n d  r a d i a t i o n .  

D ec i s i on m a k e r s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  I o f f e r  t h e s e  thought s :  
N o  s ys t em o r  p r o c e s s  i s  f a i l safe . 
P r o b ab i l i t y  of f a i l ur e  c a n  be r e d u c e d  to n i l . 
S a f e t y  s y s t ems c o s t  m o n e y . 

A c c i d e n t s  happ e n . J u s t  t h i s  w e e k  two a r t i c l es a p p e a r e d  
i n  t h e  I d aho S t a t esman ( pa g e  2 C ,  March 2 2 ,  1 9 88 ) .  B o t h  
w e r e  ab o u t  t h e  I N E L .  The h e ad l i n e s  s a i d ,  " S u p e r f u n d  l i s t  
may i n c l u d e  I N E L "  a n d  " 3  I N E L  w o r k e r s  e x p o s e d  t o  
r a d i oa c t i v e  s o l u t i on . "  

5 . 2 4 . 2 7 

3 . 2 . 2  

5 . 2 3 . 3  

5 . 1 . 3 6 
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5 . 2 3 . 3  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 2  

6 . 3  

2 . 7 . 2  

A l l  e x p o s u r e s  t o  r a d i o a c t i ve s o u r c e s  have t h e i r  e f fe c t  
cumu l a t i v e l y .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  " s a f e "  l e v e l  of e x p o s u r e . 
W o r l d w i d e  B n d  in t h i s  coun t ry d e a t h s  have o c c u r r e d  in the 
n u c l e a r  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  e x p o s u r e  t o  
r a d i o a c t i v e  s o u r c e .  

T h e  p r o b l em o f  s afe a n d  s a n e  n u c l e a r  was t e  d i s po s a l  has 
yet to be s o l v e d .  S t i l l  the n u c l e a r  i n du s t ry grows . 

We h a v e  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  p r ob l em b e f o r e  u s ,  a n d  i t  is t i m e  f o r  our 
l e a d e r s  to a s s um e  r e s p on s i b i l i t y  t o  set i n t o  m o t i on a process to 
f i n d  s o l u t i o n s . No d o u b t  t h e y  w i l l  be e x p e n s i v e , a n d  t h a t  is t h e  
t op i c  of my n e x t  argumen t .  

F i s c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e  

Pub l i c  funds - - u . s .  t ax p a y e r  d o l l a r s  - - w o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  b u i l d  
a n d  o p e r a t e  t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t . 

1 d o n t  l i k e  p o r k  b a r r e l  p o l i t i c s . I e s p ec i a l l y  d i s l i ke p lu t on i um 
p o r k  b a r r e l s .  I b e l i e v e  t ha t  I d a h o a n s  s ho u l d  l o o k  b ey o n d  t h e  
c o n f i n e s  o f  t he i r  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  c o u n t y  l i n e s , a n d  s t a t e  b o r d e r s  
w h e n  t he y  e n v i s i on e c o n o m i c  e x p an s i on . M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y they 
s h o u l d  think in t h e  l o n g  t e r m .  I f o r  o n e  w o u l d  not care to 
v a c a t i o n n e a r  Hanfo r d ,  W a s h i n g t o n  o r  t h e  Savannah River fac i l i t y .  
I w o n t  g o  t h e r e  t o  s p e n d  mon e y .  

T h e r e  i s  g r e a t  po t e n t i a l  f o r  e c o n om i c  g r o w t h  t h a t  w i l l  i n v o l v e  
t h e  common g o o d . S I S  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  common g o o d . The G N P  i s  
b a s e d  o n  t h e  s u m  t o t a l  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  p ro d u c e d . T h e  S I S  
w o u l d  p r od u c e  " b ads a n d  d i s s e r v i c e s "  t h a t  wou l d  o f  n e c e s s i t y  l e ad 
to a dd i t i on a l  p o r k  b a r r e l  s p e n d i n g . 

I k n ow i t  is d i ff i c u l t  f o r  p e o p l e  in e c o n o m i c  t r oub l e  to t h i n k  i n  
t e rms o f  g l o b a l  w e l l - b e i n g , b u t  t a k e  a g o o d  l o o k  at t h e  f i r s t  
l i fe p r e s e r v e r  t h r own t o  y o u .  T h e r e  m a y  b e  s om e t h i n g  b e t t er 
av a i l ab l e .  C o n s i de r  a l t e r n a t i v e  F e d e r a l  p r og r am s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  
u s e d  f o r  o t h e r  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  e n d e av o r s . 

I am n o t  an a d v o c a t e  of F e d e r a l  s ub s i dy ,  b u t  t h o s e  k i nd s  of t ax 
d o l l a r s  c o u l d  B n d  s h o u l d  be s p e n t  f o r  t h e  common good . D e c i s i on 
make r s ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  F e d e r a l  p r o g r ams t h at d o  n o t  
p r o d u c e  b ad s  a n d  d i s s e r v i ce s . S I S  i s  n o t  for t h e  Common go o d .  

A M o r a l  P e r s p e c t i v e  

I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  c an ' t  b e  l e g i s l a t e d .  M o r a l i t y  
o p e r a t e s  on a p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  w i t h i n  e ach of us as i n d i v i d ua l s .  

G i v e n  t h a t , I c a n  o n l y  comme n t  on how t h i s  i n d i v i du a l  p e r c e i v e s  
S I S .  I b e l i ev e  t h a t  fun d i n g , co n s t ru c t i o n ,  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  the 
S I S  would b e  an immoral u s e  o f  m y  t ax d o l l a r s . I d p n t w a n t  S I S  
i n  I d aho o r  anywhere e l s e .  ,.�: . 

C L O S I NG COMMENT 

have argued agai n s t  t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  from t echn i c a l , e t h i ca l ,  f i s c a l ,  Bnd moral p e r s p ec t i v e s . P l e a s e  g i v e t he s e  a r g um e n t s  s e r i ous cons i de r a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  p r o ce s s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h i s  oppor tun i t y  t o  commen t .  

i�:'�l R o y  F .  H e b e r ge r ,  J r .  
5 1 2 0 W i l l am e t t e  P l . 
B o i s e ,  I daho 8 3 7 0 5  
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E �'t.:..'1:I\T 4> / 2-:���' 2��a��88 I Am Nuclear God 
I AM OPPOSED TV AN S . I .S. PACILTY BnNG BUILT ANYWHKRE ON THIS PLAIIIrr. 

WI« ARK WI H1!RKt 

I BELIEVE ws ARK HERE BIOOAUSS OP THI! SSLP-IIITBRI'ST CONCSRNING THI! S.I.S. 

MONETARY GAIN/JOBS�PA 1RIOTlSM (DEPENSS)/SURVIV.t.L. 

I rode the winds 
Across the ocean in Enola Gay 
Shadowing the chi ldren 
Playing in  Horishima. 

THE CHURCHMAN/HUMAN 

5 . 2 7  . 7 . 1 7 WI, UIIlONS, StDULD BE 1I0Rl! DISCRIMlNAT lNG .t.OOUT THI! NATURK OP THI! JOBS 
I am sleeping 

5 . 2 4 . 2 7 

4 . 1 4 

'II ENDORSE. I W AS A MEMBER OP 1OO.t.L 6'5 (C.t.RPENTBRS AND JOINERS OP .t.MBRIOA) 

POR 19 YJURS. 

I SUSPECT THI!RI! ;«lULD BE MORl! C0NCSRN OVKR THI! CONSTRUCTION OP ANEW PLANT 

TO PRODUCl AGENT ORANGS OR NAPALM. BUT WE HAVE COME TO� THI! PRODUCTION OP 

THI! MOST DSADLl SUBSTANCS KNOWN TV MAN. 

OUR IIlNDS SBBM TV HAVE BlmN NUMBIID BY TIIII SUBSTlTUTI0N OP TIIB WORD 'DIPBNSS" 

POR THI! IIORK II.t.S ILl UIIIBRSTOW TBRJI 'WAR'. I AM SURI! GBORGE ORWELL WOLLO 
UNOIRSTAND SUOH AN !IX.lMPLE or DOUBLE THINK.")'! �abtfc. s/e:T/f 

AT A TIM! WHEN WS ARK IImOTl.t.!lNQ A � RBlJUOTICN IN LONG-RANGS MISSILIII 

AND TIIB RATlP'lOAnON OP THI! I.N.P. TRK.t.TYI IT 9liliiii INAPPROPRl.t.TS (!VEIl STUPID) 

TO SIMULT.t.NBOUSLY BS OONSTRUCTING THI! 5.1 .S. (PLUTONlDII P.t.OTVRI) P.t.CILITY IN 

IDAHO OR ANYWHI!RK IILSI. 9.I.S. WILL SUHl!LY ORK.t.TS DISTRUST AND CHILL TMB gPPORTS 

TO PIlASB DOWN AND RKDUOS !IIB LEVEL OP NUOL&AR WE.t.PCIIS. 

NO NEW P.t.O ILITISS POR THI! PR(,DUCT IOR OP PLUTVNlUII. 

GIVI PIWlS A CtwIOl. 

S&1OOM DOSS 01lE DISOOVER A POSMI WHICH 80 APTLY REI'LEOTS AN ISSUS. 'I AM 

A NUCLEAR GOD·, DOgs PRICISELY THAT" 

Oopy o� poem attached . 

/o/�f:� 
MART IN V. 1lELS0N 
296, LAW AV&NUI 
BOISE, IDAtD 8'706 

I n  the MX missi le, the ICBM's, the SS20's, and 
In the President's plans for Star Wars. 

I cause fear in the hearts 
Of those aware of my existence. 
I crave the lazy apathy 
Of those ignorant and complacent. 

I eat tri l l ions of dollars 
While chi ldren starve in third-world countries 
And l ive without hope in U.S.  ghettoes. 

I must be produced for ever and ever. 
I am the cold war, the rumors, and rumors 
Of war. 

The world has given me 50,000 Altars, 
I am N uclear god, 
Conceived for mutual assured destruction 
Designed in diabolical darkness. 
I wait 
To annihi late a l iv ing planet. 

SOPHIA A. WHEElOCK 

AI, H/l('d" 'I. II 11 ,,"" f (Ir{"'" "h" /II(" 1I! 5airlt('. M,c/ux,m 

Th,' 11l�cahr� In� dr�" lTl� ,' (ln,' "I II", , 'nlr,!:>ut,,'n, - one 01 man� - nldde ,0 Th, Ciwrr/"'UIII 'HIIIIIIJII QUFJI h) S Stu,m John'on or Sheridan" W)"omln!; 
Ih., "n� I'>,"To'fe' hi' f,', ,"111 ,k�l� 
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  G e o r g e  A .  B e n n e t t ,  L t .  C o l  U S A F  ( Re t . )  

r e ga r d i n g  Dra f t  E n v i r o nmen t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t ,  S I S .  

1 am G e o r g e  A .  B e n n e t t ,  L t  C o l  . •  U S A F  ( Re t )  a n d  h a v e  r e s i d e d  i n  

I d a h o  s i n c e  1 9 6 6 .  I r e t i r e d  i n  J u l y .  1 9 7 0 w i t h  a l mo s t  3 0  y e a r s  

a c t i v e  d u t y .  i n c l u d i n g  o v e r s e a s  s e r v i c e  i n  a l l  t h r e e  w a r s  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n , b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  W o r l d  W a r  I I .  

a m  a g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U S A F  S e n i o r  S t a f f  O f f i c e r s ' N u c l e a r  W e a p o n s  

C o u r s e . 

I ha v e  s t u d i e d  t h e  Dra f t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  S e p a r a t i o n  Pr o j e c t  a n d  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  

be  a n  a c c u r a t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

w i t h p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  I N E L  f a c i l i t y  

h e r e  i n  I d a h o . 

S i t i n g  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  h e r e  a t  I N EL 

w o u l d  be a s o u n d  d e c i s i o n , t o t a l l y  po s i t i v e  in e f f e c t . I t  m akes 

s e n se f r o m  a n  e c o n o m i c  v i e w p o i n t , b o t h  n a t i o n a l l y a n d  as  far  as  

I d a h o  i s  c o n c e r n e d . The b e n e f i c i a l  s p i n - o f f s  t o  t h i s  s t a t e  a r e  

a l m o s t  e n d l e s s  w h i l e  n e g a t i v e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t . 

N a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g i n  at t h e  

e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e .  T i m e  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  o u r  n a t i o n a l  p o s t u re 

of p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  s a b o t a g e  of o u r  n u c l ea r  

p o w e r  g e n e ra t i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  b y  t h e  s a m e  b r e e d  o f  a n t i - n u c l e a r  

a c t i v i s t s  t h a t  we  f i n d  h e r e  t o d a y  h a s  d e n i e d  a r e a s o na b l e  a l t e r n a t e  

s o u r c e  f o r  p l U l o ll j u m - 2 3 9 . 

S i n c e  t h e  J a n e  F o n d a ' s  of t h i s  n a t i o n  m a d e  t r ea s o n  f a s h i o n a b l e  

d u r i n g  t h e  V i e t n a m  Wa r ,  o u r  n u c l e a r  c a pa b l i l i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  

a b a r r a g e  o f  a t t a c k ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b a s e d  o n  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  

p r o v i d e d  b y  p e r s o n s  o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  l o y a l t y  a n d  p a r r o t e d  b y  

t h e  u n i n f o r m e d . G o d  f o r b i d  t h a t  o u r  d e f e n s e  n e e d s  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  

b y  s u c h  a s  t h e s e . 

I s.t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  S I S  p r o j �t w i t h  s i t! ... l) g a t  I N E L .  

�--e.. �, G e o r g e  A .  Be n n e t  t ,  L t  

5 3 6 8  La t i 8 0  
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Y6S TO 
SUPPORTI NG 

S I S  
THE SIS 

Ex\'\.:'o\t" (, t� 
PROJ'6C i  

I ' m  not an expert o n  nuclear science . All  I can 

do i s  consider the evidence ava i lable and this has 

convinced me that nuclear weapons and thus the pro

duc t i on of nuclear mater i a l s  for weapons i s  a m i l i tary 

necessi t y .  Given that , we must cons ider the environ

mental impact with the main emphas i s  on public health 

r i s k s .  

The world i s  a naturally radioactive enviroment 

and a reasonable way to judge whether an action should 

be taken is  to assess that action in  the real world 

and to compare the risks of that action with the r i sks 

of the a l ternatives . 

We have produced nuclear weapons for decades 

wi thout apparent unacceptable hea lth risks to the 

publ i c .  Now that the Hanford N-Reactor is shut 

down we ' re dependent on the 5 . 1 . 5 .  project and the 

Savannah Ri ver fac i l i t y .  

Final ly , not t o  upgrade and ma i ntain our capacity 

to produce pluton ium for nuclear weapons is to step 

in  the d irection of inviting  the ult imate environmental 

d i s aster , nuclear attack . 

by, 7ttp�
�

� t i no 

� ill�mo< 
� �o? � �  
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF TH� 

SPECIAL I SOTOPE SEPERATOR 

BY CHUCK GARVIN 

MY NAME IS CHUCK GARVIN, I RESIDE IN BOISE, IDAHO AND REPRESENT 

THE LABORERS LOCAL UNION 1 1 5 5 ,  AND I AM HERE TO SPEAK IN FAVOR OF 

BUILDING THE SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPERATOR AT THE IDAHO NATIONAL 

ENERGY LABRATORY SITE IN SOUTHEAST IDAHO. 

THE S . I . S .  WOULD CONTRIBUTE STRONGLY TO THE STABILITY AND GROWTH 

OF BOTH THE SOUTHEAST IDAHO AND STATE ECONOMIES. OF THE $ 9 3 1  

MILLION PROJECT BUDGET , THE ACTUAL FACILITY COST WILL BE $ 5 0 5  

MILLION. CONSTRUCTION IS SCHEDULED TO START IN JUNE 1 9 8 9 . 

AT THIS TIME, THERE WOULD BE A PEAK CONSTRUCTION WORKFORCE OF 4 4 0  
DIRECT AND INDIRECT PERSONNEL , THESE WORKERS WOULD B E  SUPPLIMENTED 

BY APPROXIMATELY 6 1 0  SUPPORTING JOBS IN THE LOCAL AREA. A LARGE 

IN-MIGRATION OF CONSTRUCTION WORKERS IS NOT EXPECTED SINCE MANY 

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ARE ALREADY AVAILABLE IN THE SURROUNDING 

REGION, THE SUPPORTING SPIN-OFF JOBS WOULD ALSO BE FILLED BY LOCAL 

PERSONNEL . 

BECAUSE THE 4 4 0  CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WHO WILL BE REQUIRED TO BUILD 

THE S . I . S .  PROJECT ARE READILY AVAILABLE IN SOUTH IDAHO, THERE 

WILL BE NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE SCHOOLS OR OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE 

LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE . SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTING FROM 

ANY IN-MIGRATION IS EXPECTED TO BE SMALL AND WOULD CONSTITUTE AN 

EQUALLY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE AVERAGE ANNUAL INCREASE IN THE 

POPULATION IN THE I . N . E . L .  REGION. 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 3 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  
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PLANT OPERATION IS PREDICTED AT 4 1 0  DIRECT AND 3 4 0  INDIRECT 

PERMANENT POSITIONS. STUDIES CONDUCTED BY IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY 

INDICATE THAT THE 7 5 0  PERMANENT JOBS AT THE S . I . S . FACILITY WILL 

GENERATE AND ADDITIONAL 1 0 5 0  SUPPORTIVE JOBS IN THE COMMUNITY AT 

LARGE. THE RESULTING TOTAL OF 1 R O O  PERMANENT JOBS I S  SOMETHING 

THAT IDAHO DESPERATELY NEEDS . 

THE SPECIAL I SOTOPE SPERATOR PROJECT WILL BRING BACK TO IDAHO SOME 

OF OUR HARD-EARNED TAX DOLLARS ;  AND WILL HELP BRING BACK JOBS AND 

OPPORTUNITIES . THE S . I . S .  WILL BRING OUR STATE LONG AND SHORT 

TERM EMPLOYMENT , A LARGER AND MORE STABLE TAX BASE, AND MOST 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 6 IMPORTANTLY , PROVIDE OUR WORKERS THE CHANCE TO STAY AND TO WORK IN 

IDAHO. 

THAN�.o/� 

E6 1 7  

H_ � � � �  My nam_ � _  Ga � �  H_y � m u n .  
a n d  I � i v_ � t  g e 4  w .  Fo�t St reet i n  
B� i __ • X a m  _ mot h e r o �  t wo _m . � �  
� i � d r _ n .  M_ny o t h er p_o p l _  h a v  _ 
_ pok_n b.t t e r  t h a n  X � _ n  _ b o u t  t h _  
-or_ � q u  _ _  t i on o �  n u c l _ a r  ___ pons . t h �  
q u  _ _  t i on o �  n __ d .  t h _ pro b l _m_ o �  
_nv i ronm_nt . l  cont am i na t i on .  t r_ n _ 
port at t on __ � _ t y .  a n d  t h _  econom i c  
1 _ p_�t _ o �  t h _  proposed s r s  � _c i l i t y .  
1 - _  h _ r _  t od a y  bec _ u  _ _  X h a v _  h a d  t h _ 

opport un i t y  to _ w p_r i _nc _ _  om_t h i n g 
_any o �  you h a v_ not - X h a v _  l i v_d 
in o.�v_r and had R o c k y  F l at s . _ DOE 

� _c t l i t y . �or my n _ i g h b o r _  B_�or_ w_ 
1n I d _ho _ 1 1 0w t h _  propo __ d S I S  p l a n t  

t o  � l oc a t a d  i n  o u r  b __ u t i � u l  . t a t _ .  
__ _  1 1  . h o u l d  know J u _t w h a t  k i n d o �  a 
__ i Vh bor t h _ DOE � - 9  and w h a t  � t 9 _ 
l � k_ t o  l i v_ o n  _ t r _ n _ port _t � o n cor
r � d� �or n u c l  __ r m _ t _ r i _ � _  a n d  w_apon_ 
-n 1 ��t __ 

� _ r _  :I g r _  .... UP9 i �  _ n_ :i g h bor h a d  
p-ob l _m t h a t  po_ad _ t h r e a t  t o  h � _  

� i g h b o r _ 9  h _  � _ t  t h em kno.... . :I � _ 
h�� _ _ ___ on r :i r _ 9  e v e r y b o d y  knew and 
___ _ b l _  to prot _ c t  t h _m __ lv _ _  � �  i t  � a r :i s k t o  t h e m .  W h e n  _ DOE 
� _� i � :i t y  :i_ your n_ � g h b o r 9  � t 9  _ _  d � � 
�.r�t _ t ory. Th_r_ h _ �_ been t wo � e r y  
--J� r � r  __ :i nvo � v � n g p � u t on � u m _ t  
� k y  F I _ t _ 9  0 1"'1 _  � n  1 9� 7  a n d  01"'1_ :i n  
J 969� Pounds o �  p � u t o n � u m w_r_ b u rned 
_......:I r_l ____ d ..  Th_ DOE d o  _ _  n 9  t k n o w  he.w 
_uch.. D i d  t h _  D O E  warn t h _ i r  n _ i g h b o r _  � t h at t h .y c o u l d  b_ c _ r _ � u l not t o  
_ _  po __ t h_m __ l v  __ t o  t h _  r_d :i o _ c t :i v _ 
c� _ � � n _ t :i on ..  No.. T h _ y  g _ v_ no 
__ rn :i ng to _nyon_ �n t h _  ar __ .. F o r  
t h _  D D E 9  n_t � on_ � _ _  c u r � t y  � nt _reB t _  
d i c t _ t _  t h at w _  m u _t n 9 t � _ t o u r  _n_m :i __ 
k�� �� _ w _ _  k n  _ _ _  i n  o u r  w_apon_ 
pr<>duct i �n _ y _ t _ m _ ..  W h o  c a r  __ _ b o u t  
t h _  r 1 _ k  t o  t h _  n_ � g h bo r h oo d ?  

Th_r_ h __ n o t  been _ h ea l t h  _t u d y  
o r  t h _  i m p _ c t _  o r  t h � _  cont _m :i n a t i o n 
�n t h _ r __ :i d _nt _ ..  Ca r l  J o h n _ o n 9  rorm_r 
d � r_ctor o �  th_ J _ � � _ r _ o n  C o u n t y H __ I t h  
D_pa r t m_ n t 9  a t _ t a d  t h a t  t h _  r_t _ o r  
i �c i d_nc_ o �  � . u k_m i a  a m o n g ch i l d r e n  
i n  J _ r �_r_on C o u n t y d o u b � _d rrom 1 9�7 

t h r o u g h  1 96 1 9  A r t e r  _ � g�7 _ " p l o_ i on 
and r � r_ b l _  .... o u t  _ � r  � :i l t _ r_ and 
r e l .  ___ d p l ut on � u m � nt o  t h  _ _  t mo_ph_r_ .. A _ _  res u l t  or t h  ___ � i r  _ _  and t h _  
o n g o � n g  p l u t on i u m r _ �  _ _  • _ _  9 � l _r g _  
l a nd _ r  __ _ r o u n d  t h _  p l an t  � .  cont _m-
:i n_ t _d 9  __ w _ � l _ _  p a r t  o �  t h _ 1 0c a l  
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w _ t _r _ u p p � y .  A _ _  �_ , u � t  �� h i _  
_ M _ m i �_ t � �� � �  R�cky P � . � _ · _ r � l _ 
� � � t _ m i � . t i �� �� t h _  D_��_r . �  __ • C_r � 
J�h�_�� b . � _ m  _ _  p � l � t i c . �  h�t p�t .t � 
.�d � �_ t  h i _  J � b �  Th_ DOE d� __ � · t � i k_ 
t� h _ v_ l �c _ l  h __ l t h  � � � i c i _ l _  qu __ -
t i �� i � g  t h _ i r  p � i � r i t i __ • 1 _  t h � _  h�w 

w_�t t� b _  � �_ a t _d b y  � u �  �_ i g h b� � _ ? 

I h _ �_ m_�y �r i _� d _  wh� _ t i l �  l i �_ 
1 �  t h _  D_��_� _ � e a _  Tw� �� t h e m .  Bob 
_�d A�� C � p _ .  l i �_ � �  ��� t h w  __ t D _ � � . r �  
T h e y  u s e d  t �  b_ a � i d  g _ r d _� _ r _ .  T h _ y  
g - �- i t  u p  a � t _ �  t h ey h a d  t h  _ _  � i �  i �  
t h _ � �  y a � d  t as t e d  ��� p l u t � � i u m .  T h _ y  
r o u � d  � u t  t h _ i �  y _ � d  i _  � � � t _ m i � _ t _d . 
W i t h  p l u t �� i u m .  _ _  u p � _ m _ l y  P� 1 _ � � � u �  
_�d c _ � � i �o g _ � i �  m_� m _ d  _ _  l _m_�t � 
T h _ � r  _ a m p l  _ _  how_d 10 t i m __ t h _ b _ � k 
g r � u � d  r _ t _  ��r t h _  a r _ _ _  T h _  g��_r�� 
m_�t � � � i c i _ l _  � h _y ���t .ct _d _ � t _r 
t h e y  g�t t h _  r __ u l t _  b _ � t  o� t h _ i �  B� i l  
_ a i d  i t  w _ _  �r�m _ b � v _  g r � u � d  � u � l _ _  r 
t __ t i � g �  T h a t  i _  �ot t r u _ ..  Th_ b _ c k �  
g r � u�d �_ t _  �� w i d  _ _  r _ _ _  � r  � u r  e ar t h  
h _ _  i ��r_a _ _  d d u_ t �  � u � �  _ _  � t _ _  t i � g .  
b u t  t h _  r _ d i _� i o� d t d  �ot p i � k  m y  
r � i _ � d _  b _ � k  y _ � d  _ _  a p a r t i c u l a r  
d _ _  i r_ b l  .. p l _ � _  t �  l _ � d ..  Th_r_ i .  
� i � t u_ l l y �� p l u t � � i u m i �  � _ t u r _ _  W_ 
h u m a � _  h _ �_ m_d_ i t  _ I I .  I �  t h _  D_��_t. 
- � - - .  it h _ _  a pr _ A d  i� r i � � _  � �  
co�t _ m i � a t i � � � u t  �r�m R o c k y  F l _t _ .  
w h _ r _  i t  i _  h _ � d l _d a�d pr�c _ _ _ _  d _  

R � c k y  F l _ � _  t _  r _ g u l _ � _d b y  D O E .  
Th_re a r _  l i m i t _  ��r _m i _ _  i ��_ � �  
p l u t �� i u m _  Th_ DOE _ _  y _  t h _y _ r _  
_ t � i ct _  W h a t  d �  __ t h at m __ � ?  I �  
r __ l i t y .  t h  _ _ _  l i m i t  _ _  r _ _  M �  __ d_d 
�r_qu_�t l y _  Wh_� t h  _ _ _ � _ � r _  i � d i c _ t e  
t h a t l i m i t _  h _ � _  b _ _  � _ M c  _ _  d _ d .  _r_ 
h __ l t h  � � � i � i _ l _  �ot i � i _d _�d r _ p � r t _ 
r i l _d ?  NO. I �_ �  __ d. t h _  p l _�t car_
� u l l y m�� i t � r _ _  �d l i m i t _  i t  _ _  m i  _ _  i ��_ 
� � �  a raw d a y s .  o r  m_yb_ weeks. _� t h a t  
t h _  ��� a m i  _ _  i o�_ � _ t _  i _  w i t h i �  
t h _  l i m i t _ .. T h _ t . _ _  I I .. N� t r u_ 
m _ M i m u m  l i m i t .  J u_ t  � u d g i � g .  1 _  t h i _  
how w_ w _ � t  � u r  �_ i g h bo r _  t �  b a h _ v a ?  

W_ I I .  I · �_ � _ l k_d _ l � t _ b � u t  t h _  
ODE _ _  �_ i g h b �r _ .  B u �  I h _ �_� · t t a l ked 
ab�ut t h e m  _ _  d r i �_ r _ .  T h _ y  d �� ' t J u _ t  
_ i t  _ t i � l  w i � h  p l u t o� i um ,  t h e y  m�va i t  
_ r � u � d  _ l � t _  A � d  t h _ i r  r _ t i � g _ _  
d � i �_ r _  i _� · t o � _  � h _ t  m _ k  __ m_ r _ . l 
i � t _ r  __ t _ d  i �  _h _ r i � g  t h _  h i g h w a y  w i t h  

t h _ m ..  M y  ���c_r� _ _  r _  � u m _ r � u _ .  

H _ � i � g  r _ d _� _ l l y � _ g u � _ t _d � uc l _ � r  
_�d w __ p � �  _ _  h i pm_�t _ �� � u r  h i g h w a y _  

� __ l l y c h _ � g  __ t h _ � h _ � _ c t _ r  � �  o u �  

h i g h w _ y _  1 � t �  _ p�t _�t i _ l  w _ �  

u�d_r r _ d _� _ l  r u l e .  l � c _ l c��t �� l _  

1 i v_d i. � D_�v ... r w h _ � .  i � 1 98 4 .  
_ l � _d � �  6 � �  t h  .. l _ r g  __ t ���-� u � l __ r 

t �r p_d�_ � �  u __ _ p i l l �d i �  t h _  m i d d l e  
� �  t h _ i � t _ � __ ct i �� � �  D_�v_ r ' _ t w� 
m _ J �r i �t ,..r�t _t __ • L�� _ l � � r i c i _ I B  
w_r_ ��t _ b l _  t �  d e a l w i t h  t h _ � r i B i  _ _  
T h e y  �_ed_d h _ I p _ W h a t  h _ pp_�_d ? T h _  
_ � � i d _ � t  � c c u r r _ d  b_ r � r _  5 i n  t h _  
m�r � 1 � g _  I t  t �� k  � � � i C 1 _ 1 _  m�r_ t h a n  5 h � u r _ .  u�t i l  1 0 _ m .  b a � � r _  t h e y  � � u l d  
g a t  _�y r _ _  p�� _ _  � �  t h _  p h � � _  � �  
p_� p l _  w h �  � � u � d  h e l p  t h em m o v a  t h _ 
t �r p _ d � _ .  T h _ y  t r i ad _ I I t h e  _r.l _ r g .,. � � y  
� u m b _ r _  l i s t ed �� t h  _ _  h i p p i � g  p a p " � 5 _  
N��_ � �  t h em _ � _ w _ r _ d ..  I t  w . s  � � o  ..... 
b _ r � r  _ _  �y p_�_���_ l _ r r i �_ d  t �  h _ I p  
u �t _ � g l _  t h _  m _ _ _  .. T h _ � k  God ���_ o r  
t h _  t �r p_d� _ _  M p l �d _ d _  T h _  d a m _ g _  t o  
D_�v_� i _  u �t h i � k a b l _ . 

A��t h _ r  t � w � .  C h i c � t _ .  O k l _ h � m _ .  
w _ _  � · t _� l uc k y .  I �  t h _  m i d  8 0 · _ .  _ 
� � _ d  �� _ � m y  b�mb_ w __ p _ _ _  i � g  t h r � u g h  
t h _ i r  _m _ � l t �w� w h _ �  t h _  I � . d  w _ �  
i �� � l �_ d  i �  _� � � � i d _� t ..  S�m_ W __ p � � B  
d i d  _ " p l �d _ .  r i g h t  by _ _  c h �� l y a r d .  
F�rt u � _ t _ � y . t h i _  h _ p p_�_d _ _  � � y  Su�d _ y  
m�r� i � g .  _ � d  � �  ch i l d r _ �  war_ k i l l e d _  
W i �d�w_ �� t h  _ _  c h � � � _�d _ u r r � u �d i � g  
h � m  _ _  w_r_ b l �w� � u t _ For m��t h s .  t h _  
�h i � d r_� r � u � d  _ch r _ p �_ 1 � �  t h _ p � _ y 
g r � u � d _  T h _  � � u � d . t i � � _  � �  m _ � y  
q b u i l d i � g _  w_� _ _ _ r i � u _ l y  d _ m _ g a d  .. 
D i d  t h _ ��va��m_�t a c k ��w l _d g _  t h . 
r __ p�� _ i b i l i t y  i t  h a d  to h _ � p  t h _ 
p_� p l _  �� C h 1 c�t _ r a p _ i r  . 1 1 t h _  
d _ m a g _ a ?  N � .  V � u  _ _  e .  t h  _ _  c� i d 9 � t  
w _ _  ��t t h e i �  � _ u l t .  I t  w __ c _ u  __ d by 
t h _  � t h _ r  d � i �_ r .  _ � d  t h _y h . d  �� 
l i _ b i l i t y � O �  c � u r  __ • _h_ c _ � r i e d 
i � _ u r_��_ l i ke m�_t �� u s .  b u t  i t  

d i d �· t b_g i �  t �  ��v_� t h .  m 1 1 I i �� �  o r  
d � l l _r d  i �  d 4 m _ g e_ t h at h a d  b�e� c _ u , ,.. d 
by t h .  _M p l �_ i �� �� t h e  b�m b _ w  S� t h e  
p _ � p l _  � r  Ch i c � t .  w_r_ J u� t  � u pp� _ _  d 
t �  w_ � k  away _�d acc_pt t h e  k i c k  i �  t h �  
p _ � t _ rr�m t h e i r  �w� g � � _ r � m �� t _ T h e y  
d i d � · t a �t _ r  y _ _  r_ �� � i g h t i n g .  
� � � g r  _ _ _  � i �_ l l y p _ _ _ _  d _ _  p_� 1 _ 1  b i l l  
g r a�t i � g  t h _m t h .  m��_y t h e y  � _ _  d _ d _  

Wh at _ c a r  _ _  m a  m � _ t  � _  t h _ DOE 
Bh � pm_�t _ _  T h .,.  DOE h _ _  t h _ � r  �w� 

5 . 7 . 2 0  
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__ � u � i t y  � o � � _ �  T h _ y  a c c o m p a n y  sh i p 
m_�t _ �  _om_t i m  __ 1� C h _ v y  S u b u � b _ � � �  
_�d _ � _  h __ v 1 � Y  _ � m_d � .nd h a v e  o � d _ � a  
t o  .hoot � � y � � �  who _ 1 1 �  ��t � et t h _m 
p _ _  ' �  In 1 97 9 �  _� i �t _ � __ t � � g  i �c i d_�t 
�cc u��_d � o� I - 1 � � �o � t h  o �  H_ l _� _ �  
M T �  _ _  h i pm_�t � �  _ _  � h  _ _  d _ _ __ h _ _  d ft d  
� � o m  P_�t _ H  i �  T _ H _ �  t o  G� _ _  t F _ l l _ � 
At t h  _ _ _ m_ t i m _ �  t h _  L __ i , t on C o u � t y 
S h _ � i � � _ � _ o � � i c  _ ___ � �� k i � g �o� d � u g  
� u ��_�_� who _ _  � _  t r _ v_ � � i � g  i �  C h e v y  
S u b u � b _ � _ �  T h e  _ h _� i � � � _ o � � i c� 
_ p o t t ed _ l a r g _  ,.m i _ � c om p _ � i _d by 
t w o _ u b u r b_ � _ �  o�_ o �  w h i c h  � i t  t h _  
d _ _  c � i pt i o �  o �  t h _  a p b _  Th� y c a u g h t  
u p  w i t h  t h _  v _h i c l  __ _ � d  _ u � � o u � d e d  
t h _m w i t h  � _ h _ � i f � � _ c _ � e .  W i t h  
___ po�_ d �  _ _  � �  t h ey o � d _ � _ d  t h e  
_ u _ p_ct .d d � u g  � u � � _ � _  o u t  o �  t h _  
S u b u � b . � _  T h _  3 DOE c � u � i _� �  i �  t h _  
S u b u � b_� d i d � � t _ _  �t t o  � i _ k  -
_hoot i � g �  '!So t h ey �o l l c.w_d t h _  ��de�_ 
_�d _ u � r _�d _ � � d �  It o� l y  t oo k  a co u p l _  
m i ��t _ _  �o� t h  _ _  h _� i f f _  t o  � _ _  l i � _ 
t h _ i �  m i _ t _ k _ �  _�d soo� t h ey w��a a l l  
l _ u g h i � g a bo u t  i t �  W h _ �  t h ey � i l _d 

t h _ � _ po�t u po� t h _ i �  r _ t u r n  to P _ � t e � .  
t h _  co u � i _� _ __ r _  �o l �� g _� l _ u g h i � g �  
T h _y _ _  r _  i �v _ _  t i g _ t _d � o �  d _ � i l _ct i o� 
o� d u t y  _�d _ u _ p_�d_d w i t h o u t  p a y .  
T h _ y __ � _  t o l d  t h ey a h o u l d  � o t  h a v .  
_ u � � _ � d _ � _ d  t h _ i �  c _ � g o  t o  _ � y o � _  u � d e r  
_�y c i rc u m s t _ �c _ _ _  T h _ y  � h o u l d  � o t  
h a v_ a l l owed _�yo�_ t o  _ t o p  t h em � � o m  
p�o� __ d i � g .  T h _ i �  _ u p_ � i o� _ . i d  t h ey 
s h o u l d  h _ v  _ _  h o t  i t  out w i t h  t h .  
_ h _ � i � � � _ d _ p _ � t m_�t � �o� t h  _ _  h e r i � � �  
m i g h t  h _ v_ b _ _  � t ft� � � r i _t m  i �  d 1 � g u 1 _ � �  
A � t _ � t h _ c o u � i _� s  h i � _ d  • l . _ y _ �  _�d 
t h �  __ t _�_d to t a k_ t h _ D O E  to c � u � t � 
t h ey _ere � i n _ l � y  � _ i �_ t _ t a d _  T h _  DOE 
w _ a n � t i �t _� e B t _ d  i� _ p u b l i c  _ c � ut i � y 
o f  t h _ i r  po l i c i _ , .  I �  m _ � y  w t s t  _ _  • 
co�c_��_d c i t i � _ � �  who h a v _  t � i _d t o  
p r o t e c t  t h _ m � e � v  _ _  b y  mo� i t o r i � g  
_ _  .po�_ � h 1 pm��t _ h _ v_ � � t e� be�� 
p i c k _ d  up a n d  h e l d  by l �c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 
at t h _ �_q u _ _  t of t h e  DDE� Loc a l  
_ u t h o� i t i _ _  coop_� . t _  w i t h  t h e  D D E �  
but t h _  D O E  d o e s  n o t  c � � p _ � _ t �  w i t h  
l oc a l _ u t h o � i t 1 _ _ _  A� y bo d y  w h o  g e t 5 
i n  t h  _ _  BY o� t h _ i �  � h i pm_nt � �  
i �t _�t i o�a l l y o �  ot h _ � _ i _ _  • i s  i �  

d _ � g _ � _  W _  a�_ ��t � i g h t i � g  a w a � _  
T h _  D O E  w o u l d  t u �� o u �  h i g h w a y .  i �t o  
_ w a r  �o�__ D o  __ _ ant t o  _ h _ � _  o u r  
h i g h w _ y _  w i t h  d � i v _ � _  w h o  _�_ w i l l i � g  
t o  k i l l  u s  i �  __ g e t  i �  t h _ i �  w a y ?  

I k�ow m a n y  pft o p l  _ _  �_ g �  __ t 1 � g  

t h _  S I S  P� o J _ct w i t h  �p_� a � m _  b�c . u �  _ 
o �  t h _  J o b_ i t  w o u l d  c �  __ t e _  I kno_ 
__ � __ d J o b _ .  but __ � __ d _ _  �_ J o b s ,  
�ot J o b_ t h a t  po __ _ t h r e a t  t o  t h _  
_ _  �_t y o �  t h  _ _  � � k _ � _ �  t h _ i �  � _m i l i  _ _  
_�d c o m m u � i t i _ _ _  H __ l t h  .t u d i _ _  
h _ v _  i �d i c_t _d t h at w o � k _ � _  . t  Rocky 
F l a t _  h_v_ a h i g h e r rat_ o f  b�_ i �  
c_�c_� t h _� �o�ma l _  I �  t wo c a  _ _ _  • 
co u � t _  h _ v  _ _  w _ � d _ d  d a m a g  __ to t h _  
�_ m i l i  _ _  o �  _o�k_�_ who d i ed a _  a 

� __ u l t  o� � _ d i _ t i o� _ � p o _ u � _  at t h _  D O E  
�_ c i l i t y . Th_ co�_ i d _ � s  t h _  �at _ o� 
d __ t h  and i l l � ___ t oo _ m _ l l t o  ba 
_ i g � i � i c_�t . I d o u bt t h a t  t h _  � . m � l i _� 
o� t h  _ _  o � k _ r _  who d i _ t h i � k t h a t  i t  
i M  t oo _ma l l  t o  bl'!!' _ i g � � � i c  .. �t .. How 

_ bo u t  you� �_ m i l y ?  J u . t  how b a d l y  d o  
__ � _ _  d t h  _ _ _  J o b _ ?  E �o u g h  t o  d i _  � o � ?  

T h _  t h o u g h t  o �  _ � u c l __ � _ a r  
_ c _ �  _ _  m _ _ _ m u c h  __ .�yo� _ _  1 __ • But 
I ___ _ om_t h i n g  h _ p p _ n i � g h _ � _  t h . t  
_ c _ � . _  m _  J u .t _ _  m u c h ..  P _ o p l _  i n  t h i s  
l _ � d .  � i g h t  �o_, _ �  _ _  1 �  _ _  d y  d y i � g ��o_ 

_ _ _ � t h .t ha_ ��t b __ � � o u g h t � Th_ 
t _ r m  " n _t i o� _ l  __ c� i � i c  _ _  � __ •• h __ 
b_a� u s e d  � � �  t h e  p _ � t . o f  o u r  c�u�t �y 
t h a t  .. � _  b _ i � g  co�t _m i � _ t _ d .  W h o  � __ d _  
SOV 1 at _ _ _ _  p o � _  t o  k i l l  u m .  O u r  
gov_��m_�t i _  d o i � g i t  � o �  t h e m .  T h e  
DOE h _ _  a l l �  __ d t h _  p � i o� i t y  o �  w __ po� _ 
p�od u c t i o� t o  b_com _ _  � i d o � .  _�d .t 
i t � _ � __ t _ � _  m_�y p� i c _ l  ___ _ _  c � � � i C_ B  

-o u �  c l  _ _  � � _�d . o u �  c l  __ � _ _  t _ � .  o u �  
h e a l t h .  a � d  � u �  _ _  �_t y ,  o u �  �ut u �  _ _  

I w _ � t  my ch i l d �_� t o  g row u p  .�d 
l i v _ h a p p y ,  p � o d u c t i v_ l i v __ .. Th_�_ 

_ � _  p� o b l _m _ _  � o u p h  i� t h _  wor l d  t od a y _  
L_t � _ k e e p  S I S  � u �  o f  o u �  n_ i g h bo�hood � 
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My husband and mJs e l f would like you to know that we 
say NO to the SI� being l o c a t e d  in Idaho . Our rea sons 
are environmental , economic and e t h ic a l .  

Environment a l l y ,  w e  a r e  conc erned about ra dioactive r e l e a s e s  
i n  t h e  air , water a n d  s o i l  from operations and a c c i d en t s ;  
transrortation and storing o f  plu tonium and o t her radio
a c t ive and chemic a l  wast e s ;  and dangers posed by sabotage 
and terrorism . 

Ethicall y ,  we f e e l  SIS is an e s c a l a tion o f  the n u c l e a r  

arms r a c e  a n d  encouragemr� t o f  w e � p o n s  pro l i f eration 
around the wor l d .  With the development of SIS a p r e c e d e n t  

wil l be s e t  for --rurei-g�overnme n t s  to u s e  t h e  a im.  
plutonium to produce weapons. 

Economically, in l i gh t  of the r e c ent historic dron o f  
t h e  stock marke t ,  c o u l dn ' t  the Congr e s s  c o n c entrate on 
l owering the d e fi c i t ?  PLEASE CUT DEFENSE SPENDING an'; 
u s e  what money there i s  on jobs in Idaho and the US 
tha t will bene fit humanity - NOT DESTROY IT! 

� >  � \H � k� .i; l !  (.( ((jt .\ IJ.....;) U----\ / . 
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TEST I MONY FOR KATHER INE BRADLEY AND M ICHAEL t':OBE: 

Th i s  testi mony i s  a comb i ned ef f or t  by �:ather" i ne Br-ad ley and 
MI chael �·,obe. We have combi ned OLH" test i monies bp.cause the 
date and t 1 me were changed mak 1 flg it 1 mposs i b l e  f or Mr . Kobe 
to be her�. He is a c i v i l eng i neer wor l' lng for Gal ena 
Engi neer i ng 1n Ketchum. Idaho.  My name is Kather 1 ne Brad l ey .  
I am a gr-aduate stud�nt studying arch i t ecture a t  B01 se State 
Uni versi t y .  We object t o  the proposal t o  l ocate the S IS  
p roject at the I NEL si te .  We have categor i zed our 
oppos i t i ons I nto the fol lowing groups: eco logi cal , 
eCOnOlfl l c.a l , stat i st i ci-ll and moral . The f ol l ow1ng 1 S  a 
d 1 ScUssi on of our ObJ ec t 1 ons .  

In address1ng the ecol og1cal or  envi ronmental 1 mpact of  t he 
proposed S IS ,  geol ogi ca l  act l v i t y  1 5  a s l gn 1 f i c ant i ssue . 5 . 1 0 . 4  
Accord1 ng to Mel A .  KIJntz who d i d  a' prevI ous geol og i cal 
survey of the s ite .  1t  1S geol ogi ca l l y  act1 ve. The r-ecent 
eart,hqLlake at Mt . Borah Wh 1 Ch k I l l ed one person i �� evi dence 
of th i s  geol og i c  act i v1ty .  F i ssure 'erupt i ons coul d 5 3 0  2 1 potent i al l y  occur exposing waste on or near the f i ssure. • • • 
Other types of erupt ions such as ,,1 shi e l d  (!rupt i on or a 
cal dera er-up l i on cou l d  al so occur . SlnCE:.� the Waste I sol at. i on 
P i l ot Pr-oJect < W IPP )  1 n  New Me:: i co i s  1 noperab l e .  w i th no 
f oreseeab l e  operati ng date 1n si ght , t h 1 S  i s  something that 
mer' i ts considerab l e  resear'ch . The Draft  Env l ronmental I mp cJct 
Statement (DEIS )  does not devote near l y  enough at tent 1 0n to 
these geol og I c  i ssues.  
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provi des much of the P�c 1 f i C'  Nor-thwest wI th water both f or 
c.onsumpt 1 0n and 1 r r'i. g at ion .  I t  i s  sa1d t ha t  the fac1 l i ty 
wi l l  be " safe, " however � the fol l owi ng i nc i dents have 
occur red recent l y  that l ead us to doubt i ts safety: the 
chemical  spi l l  by a truck 1nto t he Sal mon Ri ver' t in s  wi nter , 
the ruptured de isel fuel tanker wh i ch sp i l l ed o i l  i nto a 
maj or ec1stern waterway� three mi l e  i sl and .  �nd . of cour, .. e ,  
Chernobyl . It i s  ObVl �US to us that acc l dents c an and do 
happen. A recent l SSUP. of Eng i neer- 1 ng News Recc)rLi (ENR)  h ad 
an adv�r t i 5p.ment f or a fDam pr-oduct mar- ket.ed by 3M that 
" smother's haz ardous vapors ,  dusts and odors . " What wa�; once 
a r ar i ty has become commonpl ace �nd even blg busi ness. 
Several of the fastest groW1 ng compan i es on t,he New Yor � 
Stock Exchange 1 n  1 98 7  were i n  the bUSI ness of " pol l ut i on 
control . "  We ar� not w1 l l i ng to take the ch ance of 
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how snJ�1 1 that chance may be .  We are approach1ng the year 
2000. How much fd.1 th wou l d  you have In somet h i ng t hat was 
bur l ed at the t i me of Chr l st? That wou l d  be j ust a short 
te.rm bLlr i a.1 wh�n you beg i n  to deal WI th the r-ad1 0ac t i ve 
1 1 f espan of p l uton i um .  
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We WCLII d no"'" 1 i ke to a d d r- e s s  some o f  our economi c a l  concer"n s .  
I f  you have s t a r- t e d  t o  d o  your- t a > : e s .  W E'  t h i n k  you may be  
� b l e  t o  r e l a t e  t o  our ec o n om i c o b j ec t i on s .  Con t r ary t o  
p op u l ar b e l I e f ,  t h i s  p r o j ect i s  n o t  the resul t of o u r  k i n d  
a n d  h e l p f u l  �overnmen t  c o m i ng t o  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  depressed 
I d aho economy_ The SIS f ClC i l l t y I S  n o t  b e l n g c o n s t d p. r e d  for 
c: onstr-uc t i on t o  benef i t  t h e  averoage Amer i c an or"  even the 
peop l e  o f  I d aho F a l l s .  T h I S p r o j e c t  I S  b e i ng l ob b i ed f or b y  
b I g  bLis i n esses �  t h e  � i n d t h a t  " br i n g  good t h i n g s  t o  l i fe . " 
Th i s  p r o j e c t  i s  beIng b a c � ed by t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  
c o m p l e:: ent.renched I n  t. h i s n a t i on �  i n  p u r s u I t o f  the a l m i g h t y  
d o l l ar .  I t  i s  t h i s k i n d  of p r- o J ect t h dt. d r i ves t h e  f ed e r a l  
b u d g e t  t o  n e w  h i g h s  and o u r  a f t er t a x  p � y c h ec � s  t o  n e w  l o w s .  
Th i s  p r o j e c t  i s  some of t h e  f a t  t h a t  shoul d be t r i mmed f r om 
t h e  f ed e r a l  budget and wou l d  be an i mpor t an t  step toward 
g e t t i n g  our n at I on a l  debt under control . 

It m i g h t  b e  argued t h at we need t h l 5  f ac i l i t y e i t h er f or the 
j ob s  I t  coul d prov i d e or f or t h e  p l ut on i um i t  c ou l d  pr"od u c e .  
T h e  DOE on p a g e  S - 1  of t h e  DE I S  s t ate5 t h e  p r i mary b a s l s  f or 
the need of t h i s  S I S  p r oj ec t  i s  t o  " p r ov i d e  a redund an c y • . .  i n  
p r o d u c t i on cap a c i t y o f  weapons gr"dde p l ut on i um . " Webst.er· ' s  
D i c t i on a r y  def i nes r·edun d a n c y  a r:.  super f l ous rep et i t i on �  an 
act or i n s t a n c e  of nee d l ess repet i t l on ;  a n d  r e dundant as t h a t  
e>: c eed i ng w h a t  i s  necessary or n o r m a l : super f l uous. How c <O\n 
we be expected , as ta:: p a yer s ,  t o  bel i eve our t ax d o l l ar s  a r e  
be i n g  put t o  the best use when t h i S proJ ec t .  by d ef i n i t i on .  
a n  unnece<:;sdry repet i t i on .  i s  even b e i n g  con s i d er-ed b y  our 
governmen t .  We c o n tend t h a t  J ob s  c o u l d  be c reated that woul d 
be much mor e  benef I c i a l t o  t he economy pf I d ah o at a l � sser 
c o st t o  the en v l ronment . 

Just the f ac t  t h a t  acc i d ents i n vo l v i n g  h a z. ar d ous waste h d ..;e 
happen e d  i s  bas i s enough f o r  our s t at i s t i c a l  ob j ec t i on s .  On 
a recen t t r I p  i n t o  Nev a d a ,  we wi t nessed gamb l i ng on a l arge 
s� a l e  f or t h e  f i r st t l m e .  W e  c onst a n t l y  heard about 
I n d ) v i du a l s  who h � d  overcome t h �  o d d s  of even a b i l l i on t o  
one t o  W I  n sum� o f  money . At B,:\ l l y' s i n Reno. there Wd,S an 
ent i re  wa l l  covered wi t h t h e  names of the peop l e  who h a d  
b e a t e n  the odd s .  I f  the o d d s  wer e beaten b y  t he proposed 
S I S ,  there wou l d n ·· t  be any w i n n er s .  We clre not ga m b l er- s ,  we 
are c8nser v at i ve peop l e .  The s t a k e s  I n v o l ved a t  t h e  S I S  are 
too h i g h .  What. are t h e  c h ances o f  fLlture SIS emp J oyees 
c on tr ac t i n g  cancer dLle t o  ex p osur e to r ad i d t l on 7  What are 
the odds o f  a t r anspor t a t l on m i shap? C ou l d  there be a w a s t e  
l e a k age under any c i r c umstances? Cou l d  there b e  a m d ] or 
c C!t astr·ophe, a mel tdown? Most i mp or t an t l y , I S  the p r oduct of 
t h i s  f ac i l i t y  g o i n g  to b e  used in the nuc l e ar w a r h e a d s  I t  
b e i n g  d e s i g n e d  f or �  To U 5 ,  t her e ar- e �bs o l ute l y  n o  
accep t ab l e  o d d s  a n d  a n y  r i s k o f  o u r  i n v a l u ab l e  resources 
too gre,:l t .  

F i n a l l y  w e  wOlJ l d l I ke t o  men t i on o u r  mor al ob j ec t I on s  t o  t h e  
constr Llc t l on of t h �  p r o p osed SIS p r oj ec t .  l h i s  c o un t r v  h as 

:2 

g o n e  b eyond the reaches of sel f d e f ense I n  terms of n u c l ear 
bomb prodUc t I on .  How man y  tl mes over d o  we n£?ed t o  be 
cap ab l e of d e s t r O Y I n g  the earth t o  feel S a f �� It I S  not 
l o g i c a l  t o  feel Safer as our government c on t i nues t o  produce 
t h a t  wh i c h C an on l y  make t h e  wor l d  u n i n h ab i t a b l � .  W e  h�ve a 
res p on s l b i l i t y t o  cO\ l l  t h e  f u t u re gener- a t l 0n s  of the ear- t h t o  

I E:.'ave t h e m  W I t h a p l a c e  where t hey C dn l I ve anrJ enj Oy dn 
unrestr i ct�d l i f estyl e .  

I n  summary: The p r o p o sed S I S  S I t e I S  geol og i c a l l y  u n s t a b l e  
and d i rec t l y above t h e  water supp l y  for much o f  t h e  
Northwest . Our n a t i o n a l  bud g e t  I S  over-5tre�5ed dnd wou l d  
benef i t  b y  t h e  d e l et I on elf t h i s  cost l y  and r"ed und an t  projec t �  
To  gamb l e  W I t h  I d a h o ' s  resources i s  too great a st ake when 
t h e  on l y  Pos s I b l e  wl nn i ngs are a f ew j ob s  a n d  p l uton i u m t h a t  
we d o  not need . We do not a c c e p t  t h i s  r i s k .  We request that 
t h i s  p l �nt not b e  bu i l t  at t h e  INEL and f u r t her request that the !JQ 2£tiQ!J 21.t�!:!J2!i�� be t:aken. 

Thank y o u .  
3/28/88 
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COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSAL T O  B R I NG THE S I S  TO THE I NEL , I DAHO 
by Jane F o r a k er-Thompso n ,  Ph . D .  

Many comments have been made about t h e  S I S  f r o m  a techn i c a l  and 
sc i en t i f i c  p o i n t  o f  v i ew , so I w i l l  n o t  repeat that l i ne of 
commen t a r y .  I nstead , I w i l l  focus o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l , ph i l o s o p h i 
c a l , eth i c a l  aspec t s  o f  t h i s  d i l emma . 

I heard an eng i neer f r o m  I NEL say t h a t  he b e l i eved in t h e  S I S  
because : 1 )  t h e  government sa i d  i t  was s a f e ,  and h e  b e l i eved t h e  
gover nmen t , so i t  must be safe ; 2 )  i t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  n e e d e d  j ob s  
f o r  I d aho a n d  t h a t  wou l d  b e  go o d ;  a n d  3 )  t h a t  peop l e  t h a t  weren " t  
for the S I S  must be b a d  c i t i zens ( h i n t  a t  commu n i s t ) because t h e y  
were g o i ng aga i ns t  what t h e  government s a i d  wou l d  b e  g o o d  f o r  
t h e m .  T h i s  s t a t ement g i v es m e  a good jump i ng off p o i n t t o  a d d r @ s s  
w h a t  I b e l i eve i s  r e a l l y  g o i ng o n  w i t h  t h i s  i ssue . 

Does any g r o w n  adu l t  in t h i s  d a y  and age r ea l l y  b e l i eve whatever 
t h e  government say s ,  j u s t  because they say i t ?  And therefore if 
t h e y  say some t h i ng i s  good for u s  we sh o u l d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  unques
t i o n i ng l y  be l i ev e  a l l  o ff i c i a l p r onouncemen t s  j u s t  because they 
were made by a government represe n t a t i ve ?  When Dr . S a l v ad o r e  
A l lende was demo c r a t i c a l l y  e l ec t ed t o  b e  h e a d  o f  s t a t e  i n  Ch i l e ,  
h e  was over t h r own b y  a coup o f  d o ub t f u l  o r i g i ns ,  and l a ter i t  was 
documented that it the t h e  CIA o f  t h e  USA that was respons i b l e ,  
w h i c h  was d en i e d unt i l  t h e i r  own documents p r oved them g u i l t y .  

P r e s i d e n t  Johnson g o t  u s  c o mm i t ted t o  the War in V i etnam b y  t h e  
supposed a t t a c k  o n  U . S .  Nav a l  s h i p s  i n  t h e  Gu l f  of Tonk i n ,  wh i c h  
t u r ned o u t  l a t e r  t o  b e  a f a l s e  a n d  trumped u p  r e p o r t .  But i n  t h e  
mea n t i me i t  c o s t  us b i l l i o ns o f  d o l l a r s  and t h o u s a n d s  of l i v es o f  
t h e  y o u n g  men o f  Amer i c a  who went o f f  t o  war w i l l i ng l y  and g u l l i 
b l y ,  b e l i ev i ng t h a t  i f  t h e i r  government sent them i t  must b e  a 
w o r t h y  cause . The i nn o c e n t s  who sur v i ve d  t h a t  t r a v e s t y  r @ t u r ned 
in d i sgrace , through n o  fau l t  o f  t h e i r  own, and have suffered 
i nc r ed i b l e  r a tes of su i c i d e ,  v i o l e n t  d e a t h , drug a d d i c t i o n ,  
d i v o r c e  r a t e ,  e t c . ever s i nc e .  T h a t  i s  what happened t o  peop l e  
who be l i eve t h e i r  government c o u l d  d o  n o  wrong and unques t i o n i ng l y  
fo l l owed i t s o r d er s .  Yet t h e  Nuremberg War Tr i a l s  a f t er Wor l d  War 
I I  t r i e d " w ar c r i m i n a l s "  for that v@ry offense--unques t i o n i ng l y  
d o i ng w h a t  t h e i r  governments sa i d .  Those i nd i v i d ua l s  c h a r ged w i t h  
war c r i mes s t a t ed i n  t h e i r  defense t h a t  they were d o i ng wha t was 
t h e  o ff i c i a l  p o l i c y  of th e i r  governments and d i d  not i mag i ne t h a t  
they c o u l d  e v e r  be c h a r g e d  i nd i v i d u a l l y  for " i n ternat i o n a l  c r i me s "  

u n d e r  i n t e r na t i o na l l a w .  Howev e r , Jus t i c e  Henr i Bernard wr o t e :  

. . .  such a war o f  aggress i o n  i s  and a l ways h a s  been 
a c r i me in the eyes o f  reason and u n i v e r s a l  

consc i ence--e x p r ess i o n s  o f  natur a l  l aw upon w h i c h  
an i n t e r na t i o n a l  t r i b u n a l  c a n  a n d  m u s t  b a s e  i t s e l f  
t o  j u d g e  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  accused w h o  tendered 
t o  i t  • . • .  < The n a t ur a l  l a w )  is t h e  l aw shared b y  a l l  
i nd i v i d u a l s  and a l l  nat i o ns . . • •  I t  e x i s t s  o u t s i d e  and 
above nat i o ns . 

Many p eo p l es a r o und the wor l d  l o o k  a t  t h e  U . S .  i nv o l vement in t h e  
V i etnam b a r b a r i c ,  genoc i d a l , i n terference w i t h 
se l f - d e t er m i na t i o n  o f  a c o u n t r y . Yet our men in the m i l i t ary 
n o t  t r i ed f o r  war c r i m e s .  B u t  many o f  our V i e tnam vets d o  f@e l 
t h a t  they were betr ayed b y  t h e i r  own governmen t . They c e r t a i n l y  
fee l l i k e  they were l i ed t o .  And I ,  a s  a non-combatant c i t i z e n ,  
who was l i v i ng i n  Wash i ng t o n ,  D . C . , a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w i t h a husband 
wor k i ng a t  t h e  Pentagon and then t h e  Wh i t e  House , f e e l  that t h e  
Amer i c an c i t i zens i n  g e ne r a l  w e r e  l i ed t o  as w e l l .  

Then t h e r e  a r e  t h e  examp l e s  o f  W a t e r g a t e , and t h e  I r an-Co n t r a  
Affa i r ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p i p e l i ne i n  t h e  M i d d l e  Ea s t .  I n  1 958 , 
Russ i an nuc l ear i ns t a l l a t i o n e x p l oded at Kysh t y m .  Rad i o a c t i ve 
c l ou d s  d e v a s t a ted the coun t r y s i d e  for hundreds of m i l e s .  Th i s  
a r e a  o f  t h e  U r a l  Moun t a i n s  i s  now a w a s t e l and t h a t  w i l l  b e  u n i n
hab i t ab l e  for m i l l enn i a .  T h e  C I A  knew a b o u t  t h i s  acc i d e n t  but t h e  
U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  h i d  i t  f r o m  t h e  Amer i c a n  peop l e  for a l mo s t  twenty 
y e ar s .  I t  only came to l i g h t  in 1 977 under t h e  Freedom o f  I n for 
ma t i o n  Ac t .  Do we need to d e b a t e  any further whether our govern
ment l i e s ,  o r  m i s r epresents t h e  truth t o  us o n  o c c a � i on? Or that 
whatever it h a s  p l anned f o r  us, we c a n  j u s t  assume t h a t  it i s  
a l ways good for us? 

Next t h e r e  is t h e  argument t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b r i ng new j ob s  
t o  I d ah o .  I t  h a s  been w e l l documented b y  econom i s t s  t h a t  nuc l e a r  
p r o d uc t � o n  i s  a l wa y s  c ap i t a l - i ntens i v e and l a bor poor . 

C o n t r a r y  t o  w i despread b e l i ef , m i l i t a r y  spend i ng i s  
not g o o d  for the economy . I t  does n o t  i nc r ease 
emp l o ymen t . I t  gener a t e s  unemp l o y ment • • • •  over 
1 , 500 , 000 Amer i c ans w e r e  w i thout work in 1 98 1  due to 
t h R  Pentagon " s  b u d g e t  • • •  d u e  to d i m i n i shed c o nsumer 
expend i t ures . Of the 1 60 o c c up a t i o n a l  groups in the 
U . S . , 1 28 groups had a net l o s s  of j o b s .  These 128 
g r o u p s  compr i se 92% o f  t h e  l abor f o r c e .  Fac t o r y  
wor k e r s  suffered t h e  m o s t  sever e l y  w i t h a n e t  l o ss o f  
over 460 , 000 j o b s . T h e r e  w e r e  272 , 000 fewer j o b s  for 
c l er i c a l  wor k er s ,  and over 200 , 000 j ob s  l o s t  in sa l e s .  
C r a f t  wor kers suffered a net l o s s  o f  1 8 5 , 000 j o b s , and 
p r o p r i e t o r s ,  manage r s ,  and o ff i c i a l s  had over 1 1 6 , 000 
fewer j o b  o p p o r t un i t i e s .  Ser v i c e wo r k er s ,  l ab o r e r s ,  
and farmers a l so h a d  a ser i o u s  net l o ss o f  j o b s .  On l y  
profe�s i o n a l  and tec h n i c a l  w o r k e r s  showed a n e t  job 
g a i n .  And t h i s  g a i n  was h i g h l y  c o nc e n t r a t ed in c e r t a i n  
o c c u� a t i o n s ;  aer o - a s t r onau t i c  and e l ec t r i c a l  eng i neer s ,  
c�mputer sc i e n t i s t s ,  p h y s i c i 5 t s  and mathemat i c i ans • 
T h e  peop l e  who prov i d e  human ser v i c es--hea l t h 
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profes s i o na l s  and educator s--showed a sub s t an t i a l  j o b  l o s s .  ( " Th e  Effec t s  o f  M i l i t a r y  Spend i ng , "  by Emp l oyment Research ASSoc i a t e s ,  The Peace C a t a l og ,  1 984 ) 

know t h a t  the S I S  is a p r o p o s a l  of the Dep a r t ment of Ene r g y , n o t  t h e  Department o f  Defens@ , b u t  they b o th s e r v e  the same master , that is the nuc l e ar arms r a c e  t h a t  is b r i ng i ng u s  c l oser t o  a c a t a c l y sm i c  d i s �ster . The p r o p o s a l  o f  the S I S ,  in Common l ang u a g e ,  i s  t o  reprocess d i r t y  p l u t o n i um and upgrade it t o  weapons grade p l u t o n i um t o  be used in nuc l ear weap o n s . Th i s  Comes a t  a t i me when the p r e s i dent o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  has s i gned the I NF T r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  represen t a t i ve o f  the U . S . S . R .  i n  o r d er t o  beg i n  b U i l d -down o f  nuc l ear weapons . S o  why d o  we need more weapons grade p l u t o n i um ?  
W e  d o n ' t .  I f  t h e  S I S  p r o j ec t  went f o r wa r d , i t  wou l d  o n l y  p r o v i de a p a l t r y  440 temporary cons t r u c t i o n  j o b s , some o f  wh i c h  m i g h t  go to I d ahoans . And another 750 more permanent j o b s  of such h i gh l ev e l  s c i en t i s t s  t h a t  m o s t  of those j o b s  wou l d  be f i l l ed by nuc l ea r  sc i en t i s t s  b r o ug h t  f r o m  out of s t a t e .  Even though t h e  p r o j ec t  wou l d  c o s t  b i l l i o ns o f  t a xpayer do l l a r s ,  i t  wou l d  not generate much cash f l o w in I d aho because , l i k e  a l l  nuc l ear p r o j ec t s ,  it Wou l d  not c r ea t e  a p r o d u c t  t h a t  can b e  so l d  o n  the m a r k e t .  I t  i s  money down the end l es s  and f r u i t l ess nuc l e ar b l a c k  h o l e .  I t  g o e s  i n  a n d  w e  never s e e  i t  aga i n .  I t  i s  t i me t h a t  the g u l l i b l e  b e  made aware o f  these fac t s .  

I n  1 98 1 , when consumers spent I I  b i l l i o n  o n  g o o d s  and ser v i c e s ,  38 , 000 jobs were c r e a t ed . The Pentago n ' s  spend i ng t h e  same sum • • •  generated 26 , 000 j o b s . Theref o r e ,  every II b i l l i o n  t r ansferred from purchases b y  consumers t o  purchaseB b y  t h e  Pentagon caused a net l o ss o f  1 2 , 000 j o b s  in i nd u s t r y  and commer c e .  These j o b s  w.re l o s t  d u e  t o  d i m i n i shed consumer 'pend i ng • • • •  The unemp l o yment generated b y  m i l i t a r y  spend i ng fa l l s  heav i l y  upon w o m e n  • • • •  Women l o s t  j o b s  i n  49 o u t  o f  t h e  50 s t a t e s  w h e n  t h e  P e n t a g o n  was spending 1 1 35 b i l l i o n .  ( Emp l o yment Research ASSOC i a t e s )  
T o  spend b i l l i o ns o f  do l l a r s ,  f o r  s o  fRW j o b s ,  o n  a p r o j e c t  t h a t  numerous sc i en t i s t s  h a v e  t e s t i f i ed i n  not safe , f o r  a p r o d u c t  w e  do n o t  need , w h e n  t h e  p r o j ec t ' s  l i fe w i l l  l as t  o n l y  a few year s -- i f  the government is t o  b e  b e l i eved o n  t h a t  i ssue , is some k i nd o f  p r o found madness and i r respons i b i l i t y .  To use l anguage t h a t  fundamen t a l i s t s  c a n  und e r s t a n d , t o  p a y  that p r i c e  t o  get s o  few temp o r a r y  j O b s , for a p r o d u c t  t h a t  w i l l  d e s t r o y  the ea r t h a n d  e v e r y  l i v i ng t h i ng o n  i t  i f  i t  i s  e v e r  used , i s  equ i v a l en t  t o  s e l l i ng your s o u l  t o  t h e  d ev i l  f o r  a moment ' s  p l easur e .  D o  n o t  a s  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  supposed l y  t h e  mo s t  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n i m a l  l i fe t h i s  p l anet , have mora of a n  o b l i g a t i o n  than t h a t  to t a k e  c a r e  o f  O u r s e l ves a n d  the natur a l  reSOurces h e r e ?  F o r  peo p l e  who b e l i eve i n  GOd , it is h i s  c r ea t i o n  that we a r e  p l a y i ng a game o f  d e s t r u c t o  w i t h .  Some have c a l l ed t h a t  t h e  u l t i ma t e  a c t  o f  b l asphemy . 
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Th i s  b r i ng s  us to the r e a l  c r u x  o f  the m a t t e r . The S I S  is a means o f  keep i ng the nuc l ear bomb i nd u s t r y  g o i ng .  Hanford and the Savannah R i v er Pro j ec t ,  t h e  two m a j o r  nuc l ea r  weapons p l an t s  up un t i l l  no w ,  have become 50 d i r t y ,  danger o u s , and o u t - of-d a t e ,  t h a t  a new s i t e  i s  needed . A l l f i f t y  s t a t e s c o u l d  h a v e  b i d  f o r  t h e  S I S  p r o j ec t ,  b u t  o n l y  I d aho h a s  a c i t i zenry t h a t  i s  i g norant and u n i nformed enough t o  want t o  r e c e i v e such a p r o j ec t  and p l ac e  i t  o n  i t s  own So i l .  Some o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  l eader s have m i srepresented t h i s  p r o j e c t  to t h e  peop l e ,  who b e l i e ve in them unques t i o n i ngl y .  

I a m  so r r y  t h a t  t h e  l ab o r  u n i ons r e ma i n  s o  u n i n f o r med about t h i s  m a t ter . They shOu l d  b e  l o b b y ing t o  b r ing i n  c l e an i nd u s t r y  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  c i r c u l a t e  c a s h  i n  the ec onomy . Rep r o c e S S i ng d i r t y  p l u t o n i u m is n o t  a c l ea n  i nd u s t r y .  The Savannah R i ver nuc l ea r  p l an t , a c c o r d i ng to Dr . Car l Johnson o f  t h e  Med i c a l  Sch o o l  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y o f  Co l o r ad o ,  may have a l ready p o l l u ted 1 , 000 square m i l es o f  Geo r g i a  and South Caro l i na .  ( Ken Keyes , Jr . ,  The Hund r e d t h  Monkey ,  1 982 ) I t  i s  o f  c r i t i c a l  i mp o r t a n c e  t h a t  w e  d o  no t yet have a s a f e  m e t h o d  o f  d i s p O S i ng o f  nuc l ea r  w as t e ,  though there a r e  some weak c l a i ms t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  Th i s  o f ten i g nored fac t i s  o f  m a j o r  S i g n i f i c ance s i nc e  p l u t o n i u m has a ha l f - l i fe o f  24 , 400 years and is P o i sonous f o r  a t  l ea s t  h a l f - m i l l i o n  year s .  ( Ken Keyes , J r . )  Do I d aho p o l i t i c i ans , I d aho c i t i zens and t h e  feder a l  government no t know that t h e  I NEL s i t s  on top o f  t h e  Snake R i ve r  A q u i ffer and that o l d  I NEL waste is a l r ea d y  p e r c o l a t i ng dOwn t o  i t ?  The S n a k e  R i v er i s  t h e  S o u r c e  o f  d r i n k i ng w a t e r , w a t e r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  of f a r m  c r o p s , and water i ng l i ve s t O C k  f o r  a l l  o f  southern I d aho . T o  contam i na t e  t h e  S n a k e  R i ver c o n t ami na t es most o f  the popu l a t i o n  o f  I d aho . Cou l d  it be t h a t  the o f f i c i a l s  in Wash i ng t o n ,  D . C .  t h i n k that spar s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  I d aho is e x pendab l e ?  

Nor d o  nuc l ea r  weapons p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h become i nc r eaS i ng l y  more i nsecure s i nc e  nuc l e ar arsena l ,  and so has RUSS i a .  N o w  

secur i t y .  We h a v e  
h a v e  b u i l t  up Our 

c a n  a nn i h i l a t e  each other q u i c k e r  and more a c c ur a t e l y  than ever befo r e .  There a r e  enough nuc l ear weapons i n  t h e  wo r l d ,  most l y  i n  t h e  U . S .  and U . S . S . R "  t o  a nn i h i l a t e  every l i v i ng human b e i ng , and a l l  c r e a t u res and p l a n t s ,  a b o u t  t we l ve t i mes over . The way I count , that adds up to l ess secur i t y ,  n o t  m o r e .  But a wh o l e  l o t  o f  i d i o c y . 

The l as t  p O i n t made b y  the I NEL eng i neer was t h a t  peop l e  Who d o n ' t  g o  a l ong w i t h t h i s  S I S  p r o p o s a l  a r e  " b ad Amer i c a ns . "  T h a t  i s  o f  the l o west g r a d e  t y p e  o f  a t t a c k s  t h a t  c a n  b e  made ab o u t  peop l e  who d i sagree w i t h y o u .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e ve t h a t  t h a t  k i nd o f  argument i s  s t i l l  b e i ng made ser i o u s l y  i n  p ub l i c b y  anyone o f  educ a t i o n ,  i n t e l l i gence and i n  a resp o n s i b l e  P O S i t i o n .  T h a t  k i n d  o f  rema r k  smac k s  o f  t h e  McCar t h y i sm o f  t h e  1 950 ' 5 ,  wh i c h  t h e  Amer i c an p eo p l e  f i na l l y  dec i ded w a s  un-Ame r i c a n  i t se l f .  I t  i s  l u d i c r o u s  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t t o  even get e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i t .  My r ep l y  to p eo p l e  of t h a t  i l k  is t o  recommend t h a t  they read the " C onst i t u t i o n o f  t h e  U n i ted S t ates , "  p ay i ng p ar t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n  
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to the o p en i ng p a r a g r ap h s  and then the F i r s t  Amendment . . .  t h a t  b i t  
a b o u t  freedom o f  speec h .  I wou l d  r em i nd t h e  eng i neer , and o t h e r s  
t h a t  wou l d  s t o o p  t o  t h a t  l ev e l  o f  b l us t er , t h a t  t h e  i d ea o f  
f r e e d o m  a n d  democracy p r e - s u p p o s e s  t h e  i d ea t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  
p l ur a l i s m  o f  types o f  peop l es ,  c u l t u r es , r a c e s , l a nguag e s , c u s 
toms , t y p e s  o f  though t ,  a n d  e x p r es s i o n  o f  though t .  I f  o n e  b e 
l i eves t h a t  t r u t h  e x i s t s , o n e  usua l l y  a l so be l i eves t h a t  t r u t h 
w i l l  event ua l l y  come to t h e  surfac e ;  t h a t  we d o n ' t  have t o  defend 
it w i t h a r t i l l er y  and v i o l enc e ,  because it w i l l  j us t  per c o l a t e  to 
t h e  t o p  a l l  by i t se l f .  Comp e t i t i o n  in the mar k e t p l a ce o f  i d e as i s  
supposed t o  happen i n  a demo c r a c y .  Au t ho r i t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p s  
are known t o  t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  t h o u g h t  and e x p r e S s i o n s  o f  t h e i r  
peop l e ,  wh i c h  i s  what we accuse t h e  Sov i e t  g o vernment o f  d o i ng .  
Sure l y  we d o  n o t  want t o  j o i n  t h e i r  company . 

We h o l d  these t r u t h s  to b e  s e l f-ev i dent ; t h a t  a l l  
peop l e  are created equa l ; t h a t  they a r e  endowed b y  
th e i r  c r e a t o r  w i t h  c er t a i n  i na l i ena b l e  r i g h t s ;  t h a t  
among these are l i f e ,  l i b e r t y  a n d  the p u r s u i t  o f  
happ i ness ; t h a t  t o  secure these r i g h t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  
i n s t I tu ted a m o n g  peop l e ,  der i v i ng the i r  j u s t  power s 

f r o m  t h e  consent o f  t h e  g o v e r ned . . • .  ( Dec l a r a t i o n  of 
I ndependence, Ju l y  4 , 1 776 )  

I know no safe d ep o s i t o r y  o f  t h e  u l t i ma t e  powers o f  t h e  
soc i e t y  b u t  the peop l e  themse l v es ; and i f  w e  t h i n k them 
n o t  enl i g h t ened enough t o  e x er c i s e t h e i r  c o n t r o l  w i t h a 
w h o l esome d i s c r e t i o n ,  the remedy i s  n o t  to t a k e  i t  f r o m  
t h e m ,  b u t  t o  i nf o r m  t h e i r  d I sc r e t i o n .  ( Thomas 
Jefferso n ,  Sep t ember 28 , 1820 ) 

Au c o n t r a i r e ,  by fr i end . Cr i t i c i z i ng our g o v e r nment when we t h i n k  
i t  i s  wrong i s  n o t  b e i ng a " b ad Amer i c a n . "  I t  i s  b e i ng a g o o d  
Amer i c a n .  T h a t  i s  e x ac t l y  t h e  h i ghest d u t y  p o s si b l e  o f  a g o o d  and 
respons i b l e  c i t i z en . That i s ,  when we t h i n k  t h e  government i s  
get t i ng off c o u r s e ,  t o  g u i d e  i t  b a c k  t o  where we t h i n k i t  sh o u l d  
b e  g o i ng .  We t h e  c i t i z e n s  a r e  supposed to b e  t h e  c ap t a i ns a t  t h e  
h e l m  o f  t h e  s h i p  of s t a t e .  Our e l e c t ed r e p r esen t a t i ves a r e  t h e r e  
t o  s e r v e  u s , n o t  t o  b e c o m e  an e l i t e who s e r v e s  themselves a n d  
f o r g e t s  a b o u t , o r  i g nores t h e i r  c o ns t i tuenc i e s .  On l y  the i g no
r a n t , g u l l i b l e ,  l a z y  and i r r e s p o ns i b l e  p eo p l e  f a i l  in t h i s  d u t y .  
I n  fac t ,  Thomas Jeffe r s o n , t h e  a u t h o r  o f  o u r  " Dec l ar a t i o n o f  
I ndependence , "  s a i d  t h a t  " E t e r n a l  v i g i l a n c e  I S  t h e  p r i c e o f  
l i be r t y . "  I f  t h e  c i t i zens i n  a democracy d o n ' t  ques t i o n  t h e i r  
government and m a k e  i t  p r o ve t o  them that i t  i s  ser v i ng them t h e  
b e s t  way p O s s i b l e ,  i t  w i l l  c e a s e  t o  be a d e m o c r a c y  a n d  w e  w i l l  
cease t o  have o u r  freed oms . Th i s  i s  no t even a new i d ea .  
Demosthenes sa i d  i t  we l l  i n  t h e  t i mes o f  anc i ent Greec e :  

There i s  o n e  safeguard known genera l l y  t o  t h e  w i se ,  
wh i c h  i s  a n  advantage and secur i t y t o  a l l ,  b u t  
espec i a l l y  to democ r a c i es a s  ag a i ns t  despo t s .  What i s  
i t ?  D i s t r us t . ( Ph i l i pp i c  2 ,  sec . 24 , c .  385-322 B . C . ) 

5 

I r e s t  my c a s e . We do not need t h e  S I S .  I t  i s  t o o  expens i v e ,  t o o  
danger o u s , and i s  of no l o ng-run b e ne f i t t o  anyone i n  I d aho . I n  
fac t ,  i t  i s  a d ef i n i t e h a z a r d  t o  o u r  hea l t h .  Not o n l y  our h ea l t h ,  
b u t  t o  the hea l t h o f  everyone i n  t h e  who l e  wo r l d .  T h i s  i s  o u r  
o p p o r t un i t y  to do everyone a g r ea t  favor i n  h e l p i ng t o  w i nd down 
t h e  nuc l e ar arms r a c e . L e t ' s  JUST SAY NO T O  ANY MORE WEAPONS 
GRADE PLUTON I UM ,  not o n l y  i n  I d aho , but in the U . S . , and in t h e  
wor l d .  Let our na t i o n  n o t  b e  g u i l t y any mo r e  o f  cont i nu i ng t o  
b u i l d t h e  p o ten t i a l  f o r  t h e  b i g g e s t , w o r s t  w a r  c r i me o f  human 
h i s t o r y .  There w i l l  be no one left t o  f i nd u s  g u i l t y .  L e t  u s  
heed t h a t  reason and un i v e r s a l  c o n s c i ence t h a t  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  
t h e  e x p r e s s i ons o f  n a t u r a l  l aw wh i c h  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  s h a r e d  b y  a l l  
i nd i v i d u a l s  and a l l  n a t i o ns . 

Thank you and Sh a l o m .  
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I ' M  E U G E N E  S P E N C E R  S M I T H  O�: B O I S E , B E T T E R  K N O W N  

T O  M O S T  I DA H O A N S  A S  J U S T  P L A I N  " S M I T TY " . I ' M  A N A T I VE 

I D A H O A N , A F O R M E R  N E WS M A N ,  P O L I T I C IA N ,  L O U B IE S T , W R IT E R ,  

A N D  T H E  P E R S O N  W H O  H O L D S A L L  R E S E A R C H  D A T A  A N D  P A TE N T S  

O N  T H E  N E W  " D E A D - EY E "  S IG H T I N G  S Y S T E M F O R  A S S A U L T  R I F L E S . 

A M O U N G  T H E  M A NY D I F F E R E N T  S C H O O L S  A N D  C O U R S E S  I N  M Y  

P O R T F O L IO I S  A G R A D U A T I O N  C E R T I F I C A T E  F R O M  T H E  A R M Y ' S  

N U C L E A R , B I O L O G I C A L  A N D  C H E M IC A L  W A R F A R E  D E F E N S E S C H O O L . 

NO S A N E  P E R S O N  W A N T S  W A R , IT IS T H E  S U R E S T  F O R M  O F  

M A D N E S S  T H A T  C A N  B E  F O U N D .  I T  I S  T O  T H E  G R E A T  C R E D I T THA T 

T H E  L E A D E R S  O F  T H E  T W O  M O S T  P O W E R F U L C O U N T R I E S  O N  T H E  

F A C E O F  T H E  E A R T H  A R E  C U R R E N T L Y  E N G A G E D  I N  A D I O L OG U E  

T O  P R E V E N T WA R ,  E N D  S M A L L E R  WA R S , A N D  L I M I T T H E  N U M B E R  

O F  N U C L E A R  W E A P O NS A T  T H E  D I S P O S A L  O F  O T H E R  M E N  N O T  S O  

I N C L I N E D .  A S  A P E R S O N  W H O  H A S  S T A K E D  E V E RY T H I N G  I H A VE 

T O W A R D T H E  R E S E A R C H  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T O F  A M O R E  E F F IC E N T 

W A Y  O F  WA G E I N G  WA R ,  I S I N C E R E L Y  H O P E  T H A T  IT W I L L  N E V E R  

B E  U S E D  F O R  A N Y T H I N G  O T H E R  T H A N  TA R G E T  P R A C T IC E ,  E V E N  I F  

I T  W O U L D  M E A N  F E W E R  R E T U R N S F O R  M E  I N  T H E  F U T U R E .  

T H E  S A D  B U T  T R U E  F A C T O R  I S , W E  L I V E  I N  A R E A L  W O R L D ,  

N O T  A T H E O R E T IC A L  O N E . T O  T H A T  E N D ,  W E  M U S T  P R E P A R E  O U R.-

3 . 4  
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E U G E N E  S P E N C E R  S M IT H  
S . ! . S .  T E S T I M O N Y  

P A G E  T W O  

S E L V E S  F O R  W H A T  S E E M S  A L M O S T  I N D I G I N O U S  T O  T H E  H U M A N  

A N I M A L .  � N Y  I D A H O  F A R M  B O Y  W I L L  T E LL Y O U  T H A T  Y O U  C A N  

T R A I N A N I M A L S  T O  D I S R E G U A R D  C E R TA I N  I N S T I N C T S  A N D  B E H A V I O R  

I F  T H I S  I S  T R U E , (A N D  B E I N G  A N  O L D  I D A H O  C O U N T RY B O Y ,  I 

K N O W  IT I S )  W HY C A N ' T  WE DO T H E  S A M E  F O R  H U M A N S ? 

T H E  G R E A T  C O U N T R Y  OF T H E  E A S T  S A Y S  T H A T  T H E Y  W A N T 

N O T H I N G M O R E  T H A N  W O R L D  P E A C E , Y E T  T H EY H A V E  H E L D  T H E  

S I N O - R U S S IA N  B O R D E R  R E G I O N  I N  A C O N S TA N T  S TA T E  O F  W A R  

F O R  T H E  P A S T  F O R TY Y E A R S , F A C E D  DOW N O N L Y  B Y  A V A S T L Y  

S U P E R I O R  F O R C E  I N  C H I N A , H E L D  I N  C H E C K  B Y  T H E  H IG H L Y  

T E C H N O L O G I C A L  T H R E A T  F R O M  A C R O S S  T H E  B O R D E R . 

T H E  T H R EA T  OF A T H I R D W O R L D  WA R IS V E R Y  R E A L , D E S P IT E  

T H E  D A N C E  O F  P E A C E B Y  T H E  L E A D E R S  O F  O U R  C O U N T R I E S .  O N E  

H A S  O N L Y  T O  L O O K O U T  O V E R  T H E  F I E L D S  O F  E A S T  E U R O P E  F R O M  

A L O N L Y  G U A R D  T OW E R  I N  A P L A C E  C A L L E D  T H E  F U L DA G A P  I N  

W E S T  G E R M A NY T O  B R I N G  T H I S  S T A R K  R E O L IZ A T I O N  H O M E .  

W A R  I S  I N E V I T A B L E , U N L E S S  WE M O V E  T O  M A K E  S U C H  W A R 

S O  T E R R A B L E  T H A T  N O T  A S I N G L E  L I V I N G  T H I N G  W I L L  S U R V I V E  

I F  A W O R L D  W � R  S H O U L D  S U D D E N L Y  C O M E . T H I S  T H E O R Y I S  

C A L L E D M . A . D .  ( M U T U � L Y  A S S U R E D  D E S T R U C T I O N ) , I T  H A S  

H E L D  U S  A T  B A Y  F O R  F O R T Y  Y E A R S , IT W I L L  C O N T I N U E  O N L Y  A S  

L O N G  A S  W E  D O  N O T  F L I N C H  O R  A L L O W O U R S E L V E S  T O  L E T  O U R  G U  

EUGENE S PENCER S MITH 
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G U A R D  S I N K  T O O  L O W .  F O R  T H A T  R E A S O N  A L O N E , IT IS I M P E R A T  

I V E  T O  B U IL D  T H E  S . I . S .  

H A V I N G  R E V I E W E D  T H E  S E L E C T E D  S I G H T S  O F  T H E  P R O P O S E D "  

S . 1 .  S .  , A N D  P L O T T E D  T H E  D O W N  R A N G E  F A L L  O U T  DA N G E R  Z O N E S , 

T H E R E  IS N O  A R EA T HA T  C A N  B E  H E L D  A S  A C C E P T A B L E , S A V E  T H E  

1 0  N . E . L .  S IG H T  I N  I D A H O .  I F  T H E R E  S H O U L D  B E  A L E A K  O R  A N  

A C C I D E N T  A T  T H I S  S I G H T .  (W H IC H  I S  H I G H L Y  U N - L I K EL Y )  T H E  

D A N G E R  Z O N E  C A N  B E  H E L D  A T  A M I N I M U M .  

TH E I D A H O  S I G H T  H A S  O T H E R  A D V A N T A G E S , A T R A I N E D  P O O L  

O F  W O R K E R S , A N  E C O N O M Y  T H A T  D I R E L Y  N E E DS T H E  I N F L U X  T H A T  

S A I D P R O J E C T  W O U L D B R I N G , A N D  T H E  V A S T  E X P A N S E O F  D E S E R T  

W H I C H  M U S T  B E  C O N S I D E R E D  A S  A N  E X T R E M E  P O S I T I V E  F A C T O R  

F O R  S E C U R ITY E N F O R C E M E NT O F  T H E  F A C I L ITY . 

T H E  O N L Y  R E S E R VA T I O N  I H A V E  TO T H E  P R O J E C T  AT T H I S  T I M E  

I S  T H A T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  O F  T H E  N U C L E A R  M A T E R I A L .  R E G U A R DI 

L E S S  o r  T H E  r l NA L  S I G H T  C H O S E N ,  T H E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N or A L L  

o r  T H I S  M A T E R I A L  S H O U L D  B E  DO N E  V I A  A I R C R A r T  r O R  B O T H  

N A T I O N A L  A N D  I N T E R N A T I O N  A L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S . S H I P M E N T S  

O N  T H E  G R O U N D  A R E  G O O D  TA R G E T S  F O R  T E R R O R I S T S , F O R IG N  

P OW E R S  A N D  N U T S . I T  I S  O N L Y  L U C K  T H A T  H A S  K E P T T H I S  F R O M  

H A P P E N I N G  T O  D A T E , ( I  M E A N  T H E  A C T I V E  P R O l I F E R A T I O N  B Y  

A R M E D  I N D I V UA L S )  

1 . 1  
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E V E N TS OF T H E  P A S T  T W O  W E E K S  H A V E  F O C U S E D  A T T E N T I O N  

T O  O T H E R  A R E A S  T H A T  W E  S H O U L D  C O N S I D E R  I N  T H E  O V E R - A L L  

P I C T U R E  O F  A R M A M E N TS A N D  P R E P E R A T I O N  F O R  E N S U R E D  P E A C E .  

O N  T H E  P O S I T I V E  S I D E , C O N T R O L L E D  N U C L E A R  F U S I O N  

H A S  B E E N A T TA I N E D ,  P R O M I S I N G  A G R E A T  N E W  F U T U R E ,  A F U T U R E  

O N L Y  A T T A I N A B L E  T H R O U G H  C O N T I N U E D  R E S E A R C H  A N D  D E V E L O P -

M E N T .  

O N  T H E  N E G A T I V E  S I D E  W A S  A R E M I N D E R  O F  A F A R  M O R E  

I N C I D I O U S  W E A P O N  T H A T  H A S  B E E N  A R O U N D  S E N C E  T H E  I S R A IL I T E S  

O F  T H E  O L D T E S T A M E N T D U R I N G  T H E  B A T T L E  A T  M A S A D A . 

T H E  U S E  OF C H E M I C A L  A N D  P O S S A B L E  B I O L O G I C A L  W E A P O N S  

I S  S T I L L  W I T H  U S . O N L Y  A W E E K  A G O ,  A V I L L A G E  I N  I R A Q  W A S  

T H E  R E C I P IA N T  O F  A M IX T U R E  O F  V X  N E R V E  G A S , M IX E D  W I T H  

C H L O R I N E  A N D  B L I S T E R  A G E N T S . T H E  P E O P L E  N E V E R  K N E W  W H A T  

H I T T H E M  A N D  A R E  r U S T  A S  D E A S  A S  H A D  T H E Y  B E E N  T H E  S U B r E C T S 

O F  A N U C L E A R  A T TA G K , B U T  W I T H O U T  T H E  H I G H  C O S T  A N D  F A L L O U T  

O T H E R  C A S E S  O F  R E C E N T  M E M O R Y A R E , T H E  U . S .  I N  V I E T_ 

N A M , T H E  S O V I E T S  A N D  V I E T N A M I S E  A G A I N S T  T H E  C A M B O D I A N S , 

T H E  S O V I E TS A G A I N S T  T H E  A F G H A N S . 

N E A R L Y  E V E R Y N A T I O N  O N  E A R T  H H A S  T H E  T E C H "' N O W L O G Y  

TO P R O D U C E  B I O L O G I C A L  A G E N T S  O F  E X T R E M E  N A T U R E .  

E U G E N E  S P E N C E R  S M I T H  
S . I . S .  T E S T I M O N Y  
P A G E  F I V E  

A S I N G L E  V I A L , T H E  S I Z E  O F  A C O F F E E  C U P ,  P L A C E D  I N  

A W A T E R S H E A D  O F  A C O U N T R Y , F A R  F R O M  C I V IL IZ A T I O N , C A N  

H A V E A S  M U C H  E F F E C T  A S  A T H O U S A N D  N u C L E A R  W E A P O N S  A T  

A M I L L I O N T H  T H E  C O S T .  

P E R H A P S  W E  S H O U L D  B E  F O C U S I N G  O U R  A N T I_N U C L E A R  

E N E R G I E S  A W A Y  F R O M  T H O S E  T H I N G S  T H A T  A R E  K E P T U N D E R  

V E R Y  S T R I C T  C O N T R O I L ,  A N D  R E - D I R E C T  I T  T O W A R D  c r V E L  

D E F E N S E  F R O M  T H E  R E A L , P R E S E N T ,  A N D  A G E  O L D  DA N G r R  O F  

C H E M I C A L  A N D  B I O L O G I C A L  T H R E A T S . 

IN S U M N A T I O N , AS L O N G  AS WE C O N T I N U E  TO B E  O N E  O F  

T H E  T W O  S T R O N G E S T  N U C L E A R  P O W E R S  I N  T H E  W O R L D , T H E  

T H R E A T  O F  N U C L E A R  W A R  I S  S L I G H T .  A S  M A R K  T W .� I N  S O  A P T L Y  

P U T I T ,  T H E  W O R L D S  B E S T  S W O R D S M A N  H A S  L I T T L E  T O  F E A R  F R O M  

T H E  S E C O N D  B E S T  S WA R DS M A N , I T  I S  T H E  B E G I N N E R  T H A T  H A S  

N O  I D E A  O F  W H A T  H E  I S  D O I N G  T H A T  P O S E S  T H E  M O S T  D A N G E R . 

I S A Y , A S  L O N G  AS WE A R E  S T R O N G , WE H A V E  L I T T L E  T O  

F E A R  F R O M  T H E  S O V I E T S . I T  I S  P O S S A B L E  T H A T  A T E R R O R I S T  

C O U N T R Y  C O UL D  D O  U S  B O T H  I N  H O W E V E R , U S I N G  T H E  A G E  O L D  

B I O L O G I C A L  L E S S O N  O F  M A S A D A , C O M P O U N D E D  I N  A L A B , L I K E  

T H O S E  O N  E V E R Y  C O L L E G E  C A M P U S  I N  T H E  W �;;/�� D��. �/� tt:G E ; f[(�� E R  S ;;� �

:C:: 
P .  o .  B O X  8 0 1  

I T H  

B O I S E , I D A H O  B 3 7 0 1  
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EDWARD R, . KOBE ��4 
20611 CRY3TAL I·IAY 

BO I SE, IDAHO 33706 
BUS I NESS MANAGER, I NT ' L . UN ION OF npERAT I NG ENG I NEERS f37n 

I WOULD L I KE TO SPEAK IN FAVOR OF BU I LD I NG THE S. I . S .  

PROJECT I N  IDAHO A T  THE l . N . E . L. S I T E .  

I HAVE BEEN A RES I DENT O F  IDAHO FOR III YEAR S .  RECENTLY, 

BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF WORK, I HAVE BEEN FORCED TO MOVE TO OUR 

NE I GHBOR I NG STATE OF �IASHI  NGTON FOR EMPLOYMENT, BETTER WAGES AND 

A CHANCE TO EN.JOY THE QUALI TY LI FE . 

IDAHO DESPERATELY NEEDS JOBS . CURRENTLY, �IE ARE LOOS I NG 

FAR TOO MANY OF OUR QUALI F I ED IDAHn C I T I ZENS TO 'OTHER STATES . 

IT APPEARS THE S . l . S .  IS GOING TO BE BU I LT S'OMEWHERE . I" E 

CANNOT SAY "Nn" TO OVER �OO CONSTRUCT I ON JOBS, "Nn" TO �lO D I RECT 

AND 340 I ND I RECT PERMANENT POS I T I ONS, AND WE CANNOT SAY "N0" TO 

}'050 SUPPORTING JOBS W I T H I N  OUR STAT E .  TH I S  REPRESENTS 

POSS I B I L I TY OF OVER 2,200 JOBS FOR IDAHO WOR K I NG PEOPLE . I·IE 

CANNOT AFFORD THE POSS I B I L I TY OF LOOS I NG THE S I S  PROJECT I N  IDAHO . 

WE ALL KNOW, THE INEL HAS PLACED "QUALITY WORK" AND "SAFETY" 

ABOVE ALL ELSE THROUGHOUT THE YEARS . �IITH THE ADVANCED EFF I C I ENCY 

AND TECHNOLOGY OF THE S I S ,  WE HAVE TO BELI EVE NUCLEAR I<ASTE 

GENERATED BY THE PLANT WOULD BE A FRACT ION OF THAT PRODUCED BY A 

CONVENT I ONAL REACTOR AND IN A SAFE MANNE R .  

I N  CLOS I NG ,  LET ' S  BR I NG OUR WORKERS BACK HOME, LET ' S  KEEP 

OUR C H I LDREN HER E .  LET ' S  EXPAND OUR BUS I NESS OPPORTUN I T I ES, OUR 

EDUCAT IONAL SYSTEM, AND OUR TAX BASE . 

IDAHO WORKERS DESERVE MORE - � - A CHANCE TO ENJOY 

IDAHO, THE 0UALITY LI  F E .  

NAM E :  Dennis Hall 
A D D R E S S : 225 N, 16th 
C I T Y  : Boise , ID 
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O C C U P A T I O N : Business Representative 
I w o u l d  l i k e to s p e a k  i n  f.a v o r  o f  b u i l d i n g t h e  S . I . S .  

p ro j e c t  a t  t h e  I , N , E . L .  

I h a v e  l i v e d  ; n  I d a h o  f o r  �y e a r s .  I h a v e  n e v e r  

s e e n  c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k  s o  d e p r e s s e d . I d o n ' t  t h i n k 

t h e re ; s  a f a m i l y ,  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t e d  by h a v i n g 

s o . e  f a m l l y  m e m b e r ,  or t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r c e d  to l e a v e  

t h e  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e re w a s  n o  w o r k . O r  t h ey l e f t  

b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r k  t h ey h a d  p a i d  s o  l i t t l e ,  t h ey c o u l d  

s e e  n o  f u t u re i n  I d a h o .  

I f  t h e  S . I . S .  i s  g O i n g  t o  b e  b u i l t  s om e w h e r e .  a r e  

w e  9 0 1 n 9  t o  s a y  - n o ·  t o  o v e r  ( 4 00 ) c o n s t r u c t i o n j o b s , 

" n o "  to ( 4 1 0 )  d i r e c t  a n d  ( 3 4 0 )  i n d i re c t  p e r m a n e n t  

p o s i t l o n s ,  a n d  a r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  s a �  " n o "  t o  ( 1 , 0 5 0 )  

s u p p o r t l n g  j o b s  w i t h i n  t h e  c om m u n i ty a t  l a r g e ?  C o u n t  

t h e m ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l l ty o f  o v e r  ( 2 , 2 0 0 )  j o b s . D o  I w a n t  

t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  p r o j e c t  t o  c o m e  t o  I d a h o ?  Y e s , I w a n t  t o  

b e  a b l e  t o  w o r k  f o r  a c h a n g e . 

tl� ..-fP 
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. i ,\I;(-i1 ,HI, l ')HIl 
'JTSTHIONY OF: CLAIRE TURNER , INTER-FAITH PEACE COHHIiTEE 
!(E: SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATOR PROJF.CT 
SUlIIU'J'J'Ell 'W: lJ . S .  UI�I'A R'J'tIENT OF ENERGY 

In the past forty to fifty yenrs, we as a country have l i ver! a quick,  hard life . 

While we are able to boast of much accomplishment i n  technology, science, and industry, 

we also are now beginning to see what these Achievements have cost u s .  For instance, 

a l l  the hopes th<'lt were pinned on the "discovery of the atoms power have been very 

much diminished . We are no closer to world peace and feel no more secure -- even" with 

a n  arsenal of tens of thousands of nuclear weapons and <I vast array o f  weapons systems. 

Plu tonium-239 is the fuel of much of ""hat \o'e have pinned all these· lo�t hopes on. It 

is lethHl for over 240,000 years; one pound of this nuclear fuel is enough to destroy 

every living thing i n  our world today. We know that we have no less than 100 tons of 

this substance in our stockpiles today. 

In oreler to produce what we have to date, massive wasteful by-products and contami.n

ated parts of the processes I"'lve Y'25uJ"hJ. We now see the consequences of producing 

this plutoniulJI: contaminated rivers and streams that ran under or nearby the areas 

where wastes were stored and began leaking: open-air releases of plutonium that have 

caused genetic changes for nearby humans a n d  animals; workers with higher-than normal 

rates of cancer; various environmental damages such as the loss of entire ecosystem� 

due to the upheaval of mi 11 ion� o f  acres deSignated for production facili ties and 

storage area� [or wastes find weapons systems. 

Of the l ooming costs that our past military mania has caused u s  as a country 

the greatest affects n o t  us ·today uut many, many generations of citizens to come . What 

we have done through massive spendin'g and envi ronmental harm from prodUCing nuclear 

\o'eapons materials(of \o'hich plutonium is only one dangerous component.) is to burden 

our children and the children for years and years to come with the responsibility of 

spending precious menta l .  physica l ,  financial , emotional a n d  technical means to clean 

liP the situation they found themselves borne i n t o .  Ye t ,  we are only too aware of the 

challenges besides these that lay i n  store for those in the future. 

There comes a time , a n d  I believe \o'e all kno\o' that time is now . . .  today, that we 

people of this century must stop the violence woven into the fabric of our national 

scene todny--the e n v i ronment. , the spirits of the young f\nd o l d .  

I ,ct u s  spend o u r  preciotl� financial resources to begin remedying a l l  the damage to our 

I'nvironmenL ;  builJing true security in nIl of our hearts--weapons have only caused us 6 . 3  
more insecur i t y ;  and find i n g  alternatives to world peace that are lasting, The task 

that also remains to be solved is that of finding a permanent way of storing the 

l'Iillions of tons nuclear wastes--a spendy and awesome feat that has yet to be figured 5 . 3 0  . 3 . 1 
out by the most brilliant of scientist in a way that doesn It do our country in finan-

c i a l l y .  

So , to t h e  p o i n t  of why w e  are hea r . today, D o  \o' e  need y e t  another plutonium 

prorluction facility, this Special Isotope Separator Proj ect? I believe firml y as do 

so many of the citizens of OUT! country today that ,we are at a paint of bujldi.ng down 

our nuclear IHsena l s  not building u p .  We have seen clearly that we were misled about 

lhe wonders of the atom and now that our consciences require us to speak out agAinst 

the injustices caused \)y our love-affair \�ith the atom, No. We cannot as a nation 

d o  any more damage to the future world b v  a ppro;ving/ the SIS. 

Thank you, 

C l a j re Turner 
n3 E.  Ilayview Ct . 
1I0ise , Idaho 83706 
3'36-6661! 

4 . 1 4 
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Subj ect: SPI�IhL ISOT0l'1� SEPhll �TOi{. S I S 

1 0.),1 VPJ ,v·;(:d t.v \... I C  cow:;\"ruc \..i'Jn ot \..; H� :..; I S, in Idaho or an.I other 

place or location. I request that .'fou consider l:Ie reasoning and tilOS!) 

of others -wno are here to testify today and decide against proceeding 

uith thG prQ:,osed S I S  construction. 

This is a complicated Horld and the problems increase daily in nwober 

and magnitude. .lccordingly I believe it is necessary to establish pri-

oritics \..U.lt 1"Iill bctter enable us to reach a proper decisien as to the 

S I S , and its future or lack of a tuture. It is your responsibility 

to deter.line thr. environnent:!.l iMpact of the S I S , 

Nm·: 10.t us com,ider the environnH'nt;J.l im!,act trOT1 other areas as well 

as that ot the S I S. 

On the SaIiLe page oi the Idaho statesman dated Harch 16 there is a very 

cQr.lt;!ete article concerning the unexpected drop in the protective ozone 

layer. 1'0:;sible result: i-lore skin cancer. 

Famine in E.'thopia: Hill10ns starvinr, account drouth caused by destruction 

of the ',J.ter s;1ed. 

Large scale cutting of til7\er and destruction ot the rain torrest in 

South America. This for land development. Hesult; decreased rainfall 

and interrupti on of one link in replacing oxygen in the atmosphere. 

I refer to these other [.,roblems in order to impress uj:on you that there 

is more than the problem of the S I S . The seriousness ot polution is 

f<1r gr·eatcr than we aruni t.  

There are many other threats to the environnent and each may have a 

leeitir.\B.te
.

reason for the act that created them. Hany ot the::;e acts 

that nave a hazardous effect on the environment apply to totally \Ul,-

rclat, d pro�raln; \ .  Crr.ation of jobsj land developil!(mtj national defense; 
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housing construction; industrial expansion and the profit motive. 

Thnsr. nrr- ar�llmrmt" for t.ho dnvrl o)'mrnt. and cxpans i nn of many activities. 

There is nothing ,\fron�� �tith any of these goals, but they are rated too 

high when priority and i.rn})ortance i s  considered. \-/c pl.1ce a high 

l-'riori ty on Education, TranSI ,ortatlon, necrcation, EntertninIilent, Ileal th, 

and lI\lll1y others but tilere are three things that are first on my list as 

being nWllber one. These three things should be considered as one for all 
thre' arc of equal :i.11portance ,:nd arc dependent one ul.,on the other. 

They arc CL"ZAN AUt-PURE WATER-PRODUCTIVE SOIL. Unless we protect and 

improve OuT air, water and soil none of the other i terns mentioned can 

exist. The very future of the earth depends on clean air, pure water and 

productive soil. \'/12 hAve reached a point �fhere I believe we have done 

more damage to the environment than we can afford. �'ie should not parmi t 

any further destruction to the environment . Certainly the S I S  does 

not lJromote clean aiI', :Jure water and productive soil. 

Certain infonnation from magazines and articles leads me to believe that 

the S I S  will eventually contaminate our underground aquifer. That 

aquifer is so irnportnnt that we must not even think of endangering it. 

Now is the time for us to give clean air, pure water, and producti va 

soil the number one lJriority. Jobs, tae stock market, transportation, 

oducation, ,\Cal t.h and all endeavors that \<IC accept as overy day occurrence 

depends on clean air, pure water and productive soil. 

Foreget the S I S  Just sa.y No. 

Statc·mcnt of: AJ..v i.n W. Joslyn �'-0 � --. 
Heridian, Idaho ' 'Q � � 
Formetly of Glenns Ferr;:r. 
Fonner membcr of the House of Representatives from 
Elmove County. 

'=-------- Environment; ---j 

Jrought Stalks the Mighty Nile 
AS water levels recede. Egypt struggles to cope with less 

....... aher Abaza, Egypt's Minister of En
Rlergy, sits in semidarkness in his cav· 
"rnous Cairo office, the only light a smail :sk lamp and neon bulbs overhead. �his is a very hard year for our country's 
power system," he explains. "I have told 
the Egyptian people clearly-we do not 

Ive enough." At the Aswan High Dam, 
lpervisor Hamdi eI Shaffei observes, 
"vater is our fuel. Not a drop is wasted." 

Under his reet, huse turbines hum as 
'-'ousands of plloru or precious Nile Riv-I water gush put each second, heading , ,.....m.h on the Lut leg or a 4,150·mile;0W":1 ne, throuoh Afrloa 

, Living virtually without rain in a ! ,  .untry lhat is 91% desert, Egyptians deI :_ )nd on the world's longest river ror irri-
gation, electric power, drink.ing water and 
lnlnSportatiOll. Now, after a decade or 

fOUBht that bas loft parts of central ACri· 

I , , on th. brink of starvation, the Nile is CUnning perilously low. For the first time 
I since the Aswan High Dam was finished , ; j 1910, �rioU8shortagea ofwaterand hy-: L;oe���c power t��:���. officials I :prcdict, � level in the reser· 

i j' � ���1.7ror:,�� �:: 
;,....,..de ago, swhins power output by ,,% 
�d causing ilOlated power shortages. If 

I .h,e level dips much below that, Aswan's : Il£' werful turbincs

. 

, which provide 25% of I pt's electricity, must be shut down, 
: ppling industrial development and 

�mperi.ng efforts to reclaim deaert land : I ' � cultivation. ' 
. , The impendina crilil waa not official( 'rf acknowledgr.rl until last December, af-

I �r a government-commiSlioned Itudy by 
rilish consultants warning of dire water 

I J!s�ra::=::;:y 
l�c� ::  � month when officia.ls decided to save wa· 

ter by adding an e:\tra week to the dam's 
annual 21-day maintenance period, when 
water How is sharply reduced. The results 
downstream were dramatic: parts of the 
NUe's muddy bottom in Cairo were exposed for the fint lime, and tourist boats 
cruising between Aswan and Luxor sud· 
denly confronted midstream sandbaR, 
making passqe impossible. 

Egypt's continuing dependence on the 
Nile refl.ects growing industrialization, as 
well as profligate habits of consumption. 
Since 1981, use of electricity has soared 
rrom 1 8  billion to4S billion Iew·h. To curb 
demand, the government in the past five 
yean has quadrupled the price of electric
ity ror heavy usen, although electricity for 
the pOOr is still subsidized. "We cannot 
prcsaurt the px>r," says Energy Minister 
Abam ..,�.a. shf\l&. 

In t months the Egyptian gQV-
emment quietly begun instituting 
measUJU to save water. Since October, 
outflow lrom the Aswan dam has been reduced by more t.b.an 10%; irrigation wa
ter that once flooded more than 2'0,000 
acres or rice field&, or 2'% of Egypt's 
total production, bas been cut off. To cope 
�th the anticipated decrease in hydro
electricity, the government plans to add 
four new gas- and oil-fired electric gen· 
crating plants to Egypt's overtaxed 
power system in the next year. Cost: 
$JOO million. 

No one knoW! how long the drought 
wili lut. But with the population growing 
by a million every nine months, the coun· 
try cannot afford to wait for rain. Egypt 
already imporU more thlln half its food, 
and Mure demand will be even greater. 
Declares High. Dam Engineer el ShaB"ei: 
"If we have leu water, we have to change 
our ways. We will have to get all the bene" 
fit rrom every drop." After all, he notes, 
"water is life." -1y�"liMrIIMIIIIAIMM 

'9 
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II / PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
II TO OBTAIN PUBLIC INPUT ON THE U.S. DEPARTMENT 

I OF ENERGY'S DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

II STATEMENT TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A 
SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION FACILITY 

I I The Department of Energy (DOE) will hold three (3) Pub
lic Hearings on whether to construct a Special Isotope 
Separation (SIS) Facility at either the Idaho National En
gineering Laboratory (INEL) near Idaho Falls, Idaho; 
Savannah River Plant (SRP) near Aiken, South Carolina; 
or the Hanford Site near Richland, Washington. 

The Hearings will solicit public comment on the Draft En
vironmental Impact Statement (DEIS), prepared by the 
DOE to evaluate any potential environmental impacts 
connected with the proposed action. The DOE encour
ages members of the public to attend one of these hear
Ings scheduled for: 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, U88, UNIVERSITY PLACE 
1 n8 SCIENCE CENTER DRIVE 
IDAHD FAlLS, IDAHD, 81 2  P.M. AND 7 P.M. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 1'88, CITY HALL 
150 NDRTH CAPITOL BLVD. 
BDISE, IDAHO, AT 2 P.M. AND 7 P.M. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28, 1988, BEST WESTERN CANYON SPRINGS 
1357 BLUE LAKES BLVD. NORTH 
TWIN FAlLS, IDAHO, AT 2 P.M. AND 7 P.M. 

Individuals desiring to make an oral presentation at a 
hearing should notify Dr. Clay Nichols, SIS Project Man
ager, by March 1 8, 1988, stating preferred dates and ses
sions, so that the DOE may arrange a schedule for the 
presentations, or Individuals may register at the door. In
dividuals making oral presentation at the hearings may 
turn In a written copy of their statement for the hearing 
record. 

To register to make an oral presentation or to receive a 
copy of the DEIS, contact: 

DR. CLAY NICHOLS 
u.s. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, IDAHO OPERATIONS OFFICE 785 DOE PLACE 

IDAHO FALLS, 10 83402-1133 
TELEPHONE (208) 526-0306 

I ' m  Kerry Cooke . 

Idaho in the 1860 ' s .  
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My great grandfather settled i n  eastern 

This being a fairly prol ific family, I 

have relatives all over Idaho, from Island Park to the Oregon 

border. Back when my great-grandfather was one of the movers 

and shakers in the establishment of the irrigation system in 

the Snake River Valley, my family learned to have a high degree 

of respect for the most important natural feature of Idaho -

its turbulent landscape . 

Because I 've been raised to have a healthy respect for this 

turbulent landscape, I ' l l address the sections of the OEIS on 

seismic and volcanic activity, and natural phenomena . 

In the seismic and volcanic activity section, I ' m  afraid 

that the OEIS staff geologist must not have understood the 

volcanic data provided to him on the lNEL area. H�s 

interpretation (on page 3 - 1 1 )  of the Mel Kuntz study of 1978 is 

that " • • •  the mean rate of occurrence of volcanic eruptions is 

estimated at between 3 0 , 000 and 1 0 0 , 000 years • . •  " 

Yet, in his study, Kuntz states clearly that the mean 

occurrence time for shield volcanoes on the eastern Snake River 

plain is one in every 1500 years. Kuntz also states that in 

the area where INEL is situated , the Arco Big Southern Butte 

Area , when considering a l l  types of volcanism, a volcanic event 

will occur one in every 3 , 000 years. 1 in every 3 , 000 years i s  

quite different from 3 0 , 000 t o  1 0 0 , 000 years. This is a b i g  

discrepancy. 

The DOE staff geologist comes up with this interesting 

conclusion: " safety related problems due to lava flows are not 

anticipated . "  Yet Kuntz warns in his study of potential hazards 

to the Idaho Chemical Processing Plant area, where the SIS i s  

t o  b e  situated . Specifically, he warns of volcanics from the 

AEC Butte area and the Arco Rift zone, as well as source vents 

in the Big Southern Butte region . 

The Kuntz study points to the likllhood, evident from past 

eruptions , of volcanic debris 100 meters thick, as well as 

basalt flows 6 to 30 meters thick. I quote from the Kuntz 

study, the same study the DOE staff geOlogist referenced : "The 

chief volcanic hazard associated with fissure eruptions , should 

they occur within the RWMC , would be the rupture of waste 

containers and the explosive dispersal of buried and surface 

stored wastes from areas within and near the eruptive fissure . 
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Dispersal of radioactive wastes in tephra and steam clouds 

could cause severe contamination of the atmosphere , soil, 

surface vater, and, possibly, ground water. High temperatures 

would be created in the Boil cover over the buried wastes 

within a fev tens of meters of the eruptive fissure, possibly 

volatilizinq their contents and/or jeopardizinq the inteqrity 

of vaste containers . steam explosions caused by heated ground 

vater in sedimentary interbeds below the buried trenches ,  pits, 

and storage pads might also accompany fissure eruptions. 

waste. contained in flowing lava or in tephra blown out of the 

fissure may be carried for distances of as much as several tens 

of kilometers away from the burial site . "  

Nov, to briefly mention the DEIs t s  natural phenomena 

section . The DEIS ' s  worst case scenarios concentrate on 

earthquakes , tornadoes and floods. Why not monsoons and 

hurricanes, as well? The INEL is situated on a very 

volcanically active area . The entire site ait. on lava flow on 

top of lava flow. THIS VOLCANISM IS THE COMMANDING NATURAL 

PHENOMONEN . 

Looking at these discrepancies, it makes one wonder if the 

DOE expects anyone to take this DEIS seriously. Perhaps the DOE 

already know. that it i. impo.sible to desiqn a facility that 

can withstand even a moderate volcanic event .  Perhaps the DOE 

is tryinq to pas. off critically flawed base data in this 

report in the hopes that no one will notice. Perhaps this is 

the same thinkinq that allows the DOE to even suqqeBt buildinq 

a plutonium facil ity anywhere, anytime . Long after the great 

thinker. who have cooked up the SIS are dead and gone, the 

volcanoes and the plutonium will still be here - way past our 

children and their children and anything that comes after them , 

for hundreds of thousands of years. We're not fooled. We 

don ' t  want it. 

Th��O� 
Kerry �ke 

2424 Bella Street, Boise, Idaho 83702 
March 26,  1988 
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FOR THE lIEl\RING RECORD IN REGARDS TO 
THE SPECIlIL ISOTOPE SEPERATIOH PROJECT 

March 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  
Boise, Idaho 

My name is Craig Gehrke . I am a native Idahoan whose 

family has been in this state for over three generations . 

am here to testify against the location of the Special 

Isotope Separation ( SI S )  Project at the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory ( INEL) site in Idaho Fall s .  

The draft environmental impact statement f o r  the SIS 

project appears to me to be hopelessly inadequate . would 

like to thank and encourage the Natural Resources Defense 

Counci l  in its efforts to fully challenge this f l awed 

document. 

I do not support the location o f  the SIS in Idaho for a 

very basic reason: the whole project is nothing more than 

the worst kind of political porkbarre l .  The project is 

unnecessary and needlessly endangers Idaho and its citizens . 

Rather the supplying a long-term boost to the 

southeastern Idaho economy, the SIS promises to be nothing 

more than a classic ttboom and busttt project which the West 

has already suffered through far too many time s .  The 

chairman of the Economics Department at Boise State 

University has stated that the j obs created for Idahoans by 

the SIS project will mostly be low-paying service j obs . 
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This type of employment hardly seems worth the environmental 

risks associated with the SIS. 

I don ' t  see any long-term benefits for Idaho coming 

from the SIS , but I do see many disadvantages to my state. 

First of a l l ,  I think that INEL will receive a "back door" 

designation as a nuclear waste dump . Not only will INEL be 

receiving Hanford ' s  waste for weapon ' s  grade plutonium 

production, but additional waste f rom the SIS process wi ll 

be generated . That waste is supposed to be shipped to a 

site in New Mexico which is not yet operating . That site 

already has had several leaks reported which some contend 

may render the plant useless. Since there is no a lternative 

waste site for the SIS operation mentioned in the DEIS, 

it ' s  not hard to imagine who will get left holding the "bag" 

of nuclear waste - Idaho . For nearly 20 years the 

Department of Energy ( DOE )  has broken promises to relocate 

wastes already under " temporary" storage at INEL. Governor 

Cecil Andrus testified that he did not support INEL becoming 

a waste dump , and that he wanted assurances from DOE that 

this would not be the case . I sincerely hope the governor 

eventually realizes that if the SIS is built in Idaho with 

no firm location for waste relocation , then INEL wi l l  become 

a de facto nuclear waste dump . 

The short-sightedness of those who support the project 

amazes me . For the sake of a few short-term jobs , they 

wholeheartedly endorse a poorly thought-through project 

f i l led with safety and environmental hazards . I s  the site 

of plutonium refinement and transfer really the kind of 

image we want to push for Idaho? How popular will Idaho ' s  

agricultural products be if the Snake River Aquifer is 

contanimated by a nuclear accident? How popular will Idaho 

be as a vacation destination if an accident occurs at the 

INEL site or during transportation of plutonium? The bad 

publicity associated with a nuclear accident could be bad 

enough to cripple Idaho ' s  recreation economy. Potential 

out-of-state visitors will hear of a nuclear accident 

"somewhere in Idaho , "  and decide that Montana or Oregon may 

be a safer place to visit. 

The DEIS does not specifically j ustify the need for the 

SIS project, or for additional weapons-grade plutonium 

production in general . The SIS project is nothing more than 

another wastefu l ,  foolish project picked f rom the Pentagon ' s  

"wish list','/Of items designed to hurry a l l  of us to 

Armageddon. It depresses me to see Idaho ' s  political 

leaders support this proj ect . These leaders seem to know no 

restraints in their ef forts to encourage any type of 

development within the state, regardless of all the 

unanswered questions regarding environmenal safety and 

public health. 

I urge that the plans to build the SIS facility at INEL 

be dropped, and that the DOE chose the "no action" 

a lternative" in the SIS DEIS. 
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MY NA.fIIIE IS JOHN BAHl<I NGER, I LIVE AT 7000 BOGUS BA.SIN HOAD, BOIS£, 

IDAHO, R1702 . MY FA'rHER HOMESTEAlJ"O IN  IDAHO IN  1900 . 
�OMET IME AGO I DECI lJ�D TO TESTIFY AGAINST TH£ SIS PROPOSAL BECAUSE 

I HAD A GUT FEELING THAT THIS \VAS A V�RY BAD IDEA . 
SINCE THEN I HAVE }{gAD � 'l'HE R�PORTS � BY '['HE INEL, AN 

A� OF 'T'HE PROJI:::CT, AND LIST�NED '1'0 HOUI�S OF OHAL 'T'gSTII'I'!ONY . 

TH;: REPOR'rs AND TES'r lMONY SllITl!RTING 'l'HE PHOJECT W�'2Q!:lVJ.NC)J'G , 

A WEAL1'H OF nSTIMONY Dppo'SL� TilE PROhCT WAS INFOKMED, COMPELLING , -- '1'''' fA cT ' . "  ---' '----
O�N �T AND VERY C�G .III WON ' l' BE H£PETI 'l' IVE BUT WILL 

B!ill'!.LY SlWilltARI"E MY COl,eLUSIONS . 

- THERE IS NO fJI:'LM_9J:!�!J:<ABLE � FOR 'I'HE PLU'1'OIllI UM � � IN 'I'Hl!: 

IM�l!:,J.U1QRE-�SK TO OUH N",rIONft.,L2ESU,kJ:TY \; rTrlOU'j' .U- ANu 

ABSOLUTELY NO NEED FOR TH'S...,!f� , Hl/s7r:; . 
- THERfWOULD BE UNft.,CCETABLE RlSKS IN �T OF M,A'rERIAL 1!! ANu illM 

THE INEL AND UNACCEPTA BLJl.,B.8lSS E 'rrlE �£ l1!!!QNG P�NG 

.� FOR �1���!i.�.J3EA �t:3 . 

BE£..AUSE I DA-HO HAS A S!'t'[ALL POPULA1'lON I'r WAS
<\-

ND D
e
9�B���7JU�lE�

\ Tt;Et�Jt ,.'-/ T,) v� 
WOULD BE LI'rTLE OPPOSI'rION TO THIS PLAN . II , ,. �C'R": TO AsscfT "�AT I � -=-1J� "0!'} l'HIS BEAUTIFIL STA'rE �ED , E�ED AND �ED 
IN E�NGE FOR A DJ!1llQUS l't:MEQRAkY FINANCIAL ADVAN;rAGE F'OR A n,w ,  

I MIGHT ADD 1'HAT I WAS A wWI I  VOLUN'rEER AND ACKNOi'lLEGE TriA'l' 'l'Hr.:· A" HuMtl 

SAVED MANY, MANY THOUSANDS OF LIVC;S, },OSSItlLY I NCl.,UUING MY OWN, ANU 

3 . 4  ') fl O e  APPRECI ATEO'rflE IMPOR'rANCE OF NUCLEAR DETlCkHANCE AND 'rHEREFORE HAV]; 

1 . 1  

NEVER bEFORE TAKEN A " NO NUKE" PUSITION, bU'!' THIS QU'rRAGt:LJUS PHOPOSAL IS I� O �1 vcl+ "T-
IS TO'I'ALLY UNACCEP'rABLE TO "liE ,  

TA fa; /Va A- c -( ( J /V' 

f)uIL/J�7V John Barringer 7000 BOgu3 Basin Rd. 
[loise, Idaho 83702 ');� 344 . 8926 

E 6 3 2  

€ UJ-tJ- m-t g J-o /JJ7J I1r,jJ,([)J Ju,...:J cLJA1A 7/-. -- " "" , rof rJ . C J ,  JQhS���_j1;L�_ttdJ..LQ?vI( 'J?l 'f�" _ _  '_ 
5���'j-�� � �. _��1k-CdJ, );Ie'" "";(/0, n' J.jJ�-#� 
__ i��..£.!ll£1'w�.�_�...Jdo. _ _  _ 

iU .0  eM" CJN:�� d105J d,y.erl!�' __ -,Jf�l diliL�wlLi.t�,!jL!.�.L 
_,_d&--L-f.Q_':tl,L _0-'s!�C!ICb_E£i--'flL�_",,-,jJ _ _  

L.l"-_1.,,-'4LLli_Lo')'-iK.. -J . 0��.cl� 
_, I."L""[L_J_J.v;)....5� $ c., ______ _ ----�rt�,��---- . 
� _ _  u_ilf; � ( WfYl"-'-'� ___ __ 

() / € ! C,U, ,,,H 
3 &i 

- , -- -cal CO iQ(o (jU ;yO 

6 . 2  



<.n 
� 
'""'-I 

1 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 1 

2 . 2 . 1 0 

BEST AVA I L ABLE COPY 

. ! . dt/l{4?t)�ltd0 .. ,/.t:.'L __ �ld:l-/./_�-m-.A,.'it..£ i/U1l;/jt'/ /,(/1''/ .0£0 1; I�;'IO/ 'L _ Ate'''-:) �_j_t:liJ;h��'-""!"/'-J.:i£--,:,�;. : ( -

I--�--_,-�����-[ 'ti . .tdF/Jj ,t/tl !" J , _:"17;,� - - -= 

; .  aAJ/0; , l) ___ !AU:.Lm.,/ :1,'1- ,,./u:Z;,,(i,�I:I!./_ / \ . JAr i.a (/! '//I;j i.A' .' '/ " ,/ ,/ // I; 
I . : I . , '. / '  , , ; i �' { ","'�·l#f··/; I /t . /. ·�!.V" ?Ll.� (� ! . YA1T'''' J 

/ 
i 

DEPl'. OF .>:NERGY 
ID. opc:nA1'I0NS O}<'F. 
78 DOE PLAC� 
IDAHO FALLS , ID . 83402 

De�r � I S  offic ials , 
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ROGER HA.t�S 
515 S .  5 
BOISE , I D .  83702 

For t.h� following ren � o n �  I must purport. t.he NO ACTION alte rna t i v e  
c o n c ' rninG t h e  c o n � truc t i o n  of t h e  S . l . S  • •  

1 .  I t  i �  ev i d e n t  tho. t r e s c e:1rch d o n e  on the D .  E .  I .  S .  was 
in"1deC'!unte and bias . M O Et t  of the c o n clu{l'ion� mnde were 
b"",�ed 

-
o n  informa t i o n  pro v i d e d  by the v e ry induf:! try thnt 

stnnd� t o  F,:1in from the conf' truc t i o n  of t.he 8 I S  pl.'lo t .  
I reque � t  a n  impurti�l n n d  complete review of this pro j e c t .  

2 .  Due t o  t h e  mClgni tude , c o s t  ,n.od longev1 t y  of effe c t �  o f  this 
propoeed pro j e c t  t I re C'J u e B t  that BIS He<:l.ringB be held i n  
Poc:ltello , Idaho , 3. r:l d  i n  commun i t i e f'l  downwind from INEL. 

30 Be fore ,ny � c t i o n  i �  take n ,  the i�sue of need for a d d i t i o n , l  
i'lutonium pur i f i c a t i o o  mUE' t be rtc1 0 re ::> e e n .  

4 .  Before n n y  a c t i on is take n ,  the WIPP I'ro j e c t  mUf1t be nroven 
to be ue� b lG n� rr ��fe dump. 

5. The EIS must nddre � 8  the impllct of nuc lc ..... r v·nr n8 .'1n 
e n v i ronme n ta l  c o n e e q ue nc e .  

6 .  'fhe EIS mu�t rtddrer-s the e c onomic imp�ct o f  the r,.hut-down 
of the SIS "fter the pro po o e d  7-8-9 year life of the ph.n t .  

7 .  The EIS must i n v e f' t i g 'l t e  the e c onomic i m n::tc t  of t h e  s(,ending 
of ne'1.rly one b i ll i o n  d oll'1.rf', on the n , l t i on�l e c onomy. 

In c on c lus i o n , I G ee that thi!:! uro j e c t  is beine n c t :' d  on wit.hout 
the b e n e f i t  of r,ood fi.<eo..l e e n c e , E'ound t (: c hn i cnl nrc !Jfl r e d n e f' f'  flO;nd 
Y)Q [, p i b ly i f'.  heine: done wi t.hout mor::'..l c o n 8 c i our- n e f' s .  

A Cn'I ZEN RZ)K+\ �i"'S 
_ /r 
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Mr . Clay N.1 chols 
S I S  Project Manager 
Idaho Operations O f f i c e  
U . S . Dept o f  Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l s ,  I O  8 3 4 0 2  

4 1 0  Parkway D r i v e  
Boise , 1 0  8 3 7 0 6  
March 2 3 ,  1 9 8 8  

re : Environmental Impact S t a t ement 
Spe c i a l  Isotope Separation Pro j e c t  

S i r :  

Have you seen a REAL mushroom cloud? I have . I was present 
for the f ir s t  H-Bomb test at Eniwetok A t o l l  in 1 9 5 2 . Two 
Japanese f is hermen were "acc i dental l y "  and f a t a l l y  i r radiated 
from t h i s  tes t .  An i s l and was vapo r i zed and b i o logical 

mutations cont i nue in the ocean, there . 

I was a natural resource s c i e n t i s t ( Ph . D . ) and researcher for 
over 30 years .  I consider the E I S - S I S  a research project t o  
evaluate t h e  environmental consequences o f  t h e  S I S  P r o j ec t . 

I bel i eve the D r a f t  E I S  for t h i s  p r o j e c t  to be i n cestuous 
and , most l ik e l y ,  fraudulent . 

Incestuous because the references c i t ed are a l l  essent i a l l y  
f r o m  t h e  "agency fami ly" . M y  experience t e l l s  me t h a t  when 
researchers c i t e  only the i r  own works the research 1s 
suspec t .  

Fraudul e n t  because the vested interests want the picture 
painted to be rosy and therefore m i s leading o f  the publ i c .  
I find a complete lack o f  data from qua l i f i ed non-dependent 
source s .  Why a r e  there n o  s i gn i f icant references c i t ed f o r  a 
non - i nvolved i n d i v i dual or agency for the last ten years? 

Why i s  there no reference to the wel l documented accounts 
( Science Magaz ine ) for the l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s  accident i n  the Ural 

Mountains o f  the USSR? Thousands i rradiated . Ent i re 
commun i t ies vacated : Good-bye Idaho Fal l s ;  Good-bye 
Pocate l l o ; Good-bye Aiken ; Good-bye Hanford ; Good-bye Arco . 

I f ind too much computer s i mu l a t i on w i thout e f fo r t s  to get 
real l i ve /dead data . Calculated EDE and who l e  body dosages 
are not adequate . Leave the dumb computers ( garbage in -
garbage out ) and go into the commun i t ies where real l ive and 
hurting people l ive and d i e . What about the reported h i gh 
cancer i n c idence around Han f o r d , around I NE L ,  around Murray, 
Utah? Where are those non-rosy studies c i ted? 
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Other " f lag ' s "  I found during my research career were the 
"abso l u t es " : wil l ,  not , do , don ' t .  " . . .  Plutonium w i l l not 
reach the Snake River P l a i n  Aqui fer . "  ( p . 4 - 1 S )  O n  the face 
of i t ,  this s t atement 1 s  suspe c t . 

No ment i on 1s made of the HLW ( Hlgh level waste) d i sposa l ,  an 
implied " no" . Does t h i s  mean t ha t ,  a l though working w i t h  
some o f  the m o s t  radioactive m a t e r i a l  known to man , no HLW 
w i l l  be generated for d i s posal ?  Come , now. 

Why aren ' t  the OSHA Rlght-to-Know regu l a t ions applicable to 
these fac i l i t ies? Why are the contractor ' s  exempt from S t a t e  
Taxes? Why are m i l tary weapons being made a

'
t an "Atoms f o r  

P e a c e "  f ac i l i ty ( fraud , again ) ?  Why are m i l i tary weapons 
being made by a c i v i l ian DOE ( fraud , a l so ) ?  

I n  conclus i o n , I f in d  the D r a f t  Environmental Statement for 
the Special Isotope Seperatlon Project t o  be t o t a l l7 
i nadequa t e . A sophomorish a t t empt at best and . in a l l  l i kely 
hood , a fraudelent a t tempt t o  deceive the taxpayers o f  I daho , 
Washington and South Carolina -- and the U . S .  

I f  Project Managers wou l d  a l low such a n  inadequate 
pub l i ca t i o n  to even appear , how can they be a l l owed t o  manage 
such an undertaking. A l l  cred i b i l i t y  is gone ! 

Sincer e l y ,  

f)J.)0� 
Dale O .  Ha l l ,  Ph . D .  
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TEST I !'I O N Y  I N  !JPPQS I T  I O N  T O  THE SPEC I A L  I so rOPE SEPARATOR ( S  I S ) .  ::; - : 6 - 8 8  

P a u l:.. r.e F .  S p o f f o r d ,  1800 S h d loj  l10un t a l n  Ro a d ,  BOl s e ,  1 0  8::;7 1 2 .  
T e i .  3 4 3 - 7 :: 6 4  

T h e r e  1 :;  one t h l  n g  t h a t  d i s pu t e : P I  u t on l WITI l:;  ;:;t." O T  t h e ,n o s t  

p O i s o n o u s  s u b  .. t a n c e s  an t n t s  i! d r t h ;  t h e  m o s t  I n f l 'l l t. S l .Tl a l  a m O U : 1 t  can  k I L l .  
( T h E'  t h a t  t h e  r e sw l t s lD a y  t OI l ;:>  p l ac e  y i!' a r s  o r  g e n e r a t . o n s oown t h e  h n e  

d e e s  n iJ t  m a k e  I t  l i! s S  d e a d l  i ,  a l t h ou g h I t  m d Y  d i f f u s e ,J u r  p e r c e � t l a n of t h e  

o Oi n g H . )  A n d t h e  d a n g e r  d o e s  n o t  d
'
l Si il p p e .o.r W i t h  t I me ;  i t  h a s  a n a. l f - l l f e  o f  

:: � . �HHI f e a r s . il n d  m .. n f  h a l f - l i ve s  a r e  r e qu u - ed b ef or e  iI. sub s t ... n c i'  I S  c o n S l derec 

c l o s e  t o  h a r iA l I? S S .  
T h e n '  <i r e  a t  l e a s t  f ou r  .. a y s  In  W h l C h  th i S  p r a J l! c t  ;fl l g h t  e :� :; J S �  t h e  p e o p l e 

anG e n 'l :. n:: n m e r. t  of ld .. h o  OInd e l se Ol h e r e to t h e  d e v a s t. l t l n g e f f e c ': s  of p l u t on l u m :  

1 )  t r a n s p o r t a t i on f r om H ilo n f o r d  t o  I N E L  o f  t h e f e e d  m a t e r l a l ( loI h l .:1l w o u l d � e  I n  

iI p o .d e r e d f or ill , ma k i n g I t  ' .... u l n e r ilo b l e  t o  !;! l d e  d l s p e r , l o n b y  1oI 1 n d  or w at er 1 + 
c .. s � s  .. He b r e a c h e d  i n  an a C C l d e r. U ; 2) t r Oi n s p o r t a t l o n  of  th e P : " :l c l'! s s e d 

iII .. t!! r l a l f r o m I N E L  to R o c k y F l a t s ;  ::: ) t h ",  r e f i n i n g:  p r o c e d u r l'! i t ; E' l f :  do n d  4) t h e  

d i S p o s a l  e f  w .. s t �  m a t er i a l . T h e  D E ! S  s t a t ll s t h  .. t r a a i o Ol c t l ve a n d a t h e r  

h a z a r d o u s  w .. s t e s  wou l d  b e  s a f "' l y  d l SP O !O IiI d  o f ,  e v e n  t h o u g h I N E L ' s  c u r r e n t  w a :; t ", s  

i w h l  c h  1 t h a s p r o "" l  !Oed f o r  m a n y  y e Ol r s  t o  r lil m o v lil )  iil r e  s t l l l  t h e r E' a n d a r e  

c on t a m i n a t I n g  the a r lil a  ( ac c o r d i n g t o  s t o r i ll s;  I n  T h e  I d a h o  S t a t es,1\iIn on A u g u s t 

:9 a n d  O d o b e r  �2,  1 9 8 7 l , a n d  a l t h ou g h  the New l1 e n c o  s i t e pl. in n ed as; I t s  

d e s t i n a t i o n h a 'i  b l'! en d i s c ov e r e d  t o  b e  l e .:r. k l n g  and u n r e a d y  f o r  uepe 5 l t  Of such  
w a s t e s . 

1lc:'oe of  t h ", :  . .  ! d .. n g e r s  a p p e a r s  te be a d C! G..J ate i 'f a d d r e s s e d : h e  DE I S .  

M u c :-'  -; '; l d  a t; c. l. l t  " n o r ill a : "  o o e r a t . o n i  a n d  " n o r ::l a l "  a t m o s p h e r i. c  S';;, s S l o n s ;  t;:.:t 

� l � n t s  do :'oot a l � a y ;;  o p e r a t e  nc,-;n ... l l y ,  a n d  t h e  D O E  d o e s  n o t h a d ? a. � o e G  r O!c ;} r d  

af  p r ,, ; e,-, t l n g c :' n t a ll)l n a t l o n of a ll''' , g r o u n d a n d  " .i t e r  a t  I NEl.. t t s  a t h  .. r 

"' ,, : . l l t l e s .  i=. . s\:s d u r i n g  t r a n s p or t a t l o:'o a r l'!  ", v a l u a t e d I n  r e : a : :  t <:l  r l S ! S; 

r r : ,r, - ... Lr ... ; b il c l g r o u n d  r ... d l  ... t l o n ;  b u t  n a t u r a !  b a c k g r o Ll n d  r ... G . Eo� 
� ", 0 _  ; ,  ., '" r .,.  � ow - I I'!  '; e :  - - a r, d LI n ... '/ o l d ,;; I) 1 e - - ph e n a;n 12 n o n , 

Sp o H o r d  - S I S  h s t , m o n y P a g e  

t r a n s p or t a t i on a C C i d e n t  wou l d  b e  ... O l'l l'! - t l lll l'! ( or iII o r e ' ) , v e r y  l u g h - I e-v e l  

r e i  e a s e ,  t h l'!  c o n s l'! qu e n c e s  o f  w h i c h  c o u l d  ti l'!  d ev as t a t i n g a n d  W h l  cn I S  
av o l d a b : e  b y  n o t b U l i. (l l n g t h l'!  S I S .  T h e  r i s k s  t o  p e o p l e  t h l'!  a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  

s i t e  " o H s; l t e  soc i e t a l  c o n s equen c e s " ) I n  t h l'!  E' v e n t  a t  a n  " c c l d e r t  ... r e  

c ... J; : : .. d il t ed a s l ow e r  ... t I N El t h a n at o t h e r  ; d e s  n o t  b e c a u s e  of g r e a t .: r ; "' i e t '! 

O Ll t  o e c a U 5 e  of f eOier p e op l e . for one d o n ' t  ... a n t  t o  e � p o s e  � p e o ;; l e  to t h e  

.. I n d  of c o n t a iTl l n  ... t: 'Crl t h a t h a s  a l  r e " d y b l'! e n d o c um en t ed 1 n t h e  a r e a  " r :J u n d  

H a n f or d .  

Tr.1'! !J O E  h a s t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  I ss u e o f  t h e  nel'!d f a r  t h e S I S  p l a n t 1 ;;  n o t  

r e l  .. ... an t .  Y e t  � d e c l S l o n - - p u a l l c  o r  p r l v ... t e ,  c o m m u n l t ., or p e r s o n a l  - -

r l'! q u l r e s  s o m e  k i nd o f  " c o ; t  - b e n e f i t , "  or  n e l'! d v S .  a f f o r d a b i l l t y ,  or a d v  ... n t a g e 

'I s .  dt s a d 'J a n t a g E' a s ;l'! s sml'! n t ,  OI t' 1 e t t'1er f o r .lI a l  or 1 n f e r ma l .  S h a u l  d 0 1.1 ( 
co ... t Uo l S J e a r ':'  Do ha ... e t h e  m o n e y "  D o  J r ", a l l l  need I t '" Wh .. t ;,I l l i  h a p p e'l 

11 I don ' t" 

5 ) 1I 11 1 a r 1 y ,  the d ec i S i on t o  b l. ll l d  or n o t t o  b U i l d  the S I S  m.!:!..§..!. a d d r "! s "  t h e 

n e e d  f e r  t h E>  p r a d u :; t ,  b " l  ... r. c e d  a g a l n s t t h e  " c o s t s " or d ... n g e r s .  The DOE 

p r es u r.1 a b I Y r e s p o !1 d lf,; g  t o  t h e  D e p a r t ,lI e n t  o f  D e f e n s e , .. h l C h  h a s a l w a ¥ s  i a c c o r d l n g  

t o  Sena t o r  M a r k  H .. t f t e i::l a.lI o n g  man )' o t ."l er s )  o y e r "2 s t l .T. a t e d  t h e  n l! e d .  B y  s e t t l n g 

... '; t h e i r  g o a l  w h a t  s om l'! d ay � b e n e e d e d  I f  t h lil :, b U I l t  a l l  t h l'!  ... e ... p o n s  

a n y b o d y  h a s e ... e r  s u g g i!' s t e d , t h e y  a r e  d O i n g  .... I-, at  I OIo u l d b e  d O i n g I f  s ... i G r 
" n l'!  .. d "  a ml n k a n d  a s ab 1 � c a a  t ,  1 1'1  a d d  I t  1 on to t h e d o :  en s I m I g n t  a: r E' .. dy ha ... e 

in my  c l o s e t . But l e a V i n g  a S I d e  m e t a p h ::r s ,  a n d  t a k i ng l l'l � ;:;  a c :: o u n t  

t h e  l ad, a f  d a t  .. a v a l ! .. b ! e  d u e  to sec r e c y , t h e  U J F  a g r e l'! m e n t  " n (l  : : il e r  a r :n s  

c o n t r o l  me ... s u r e s  n o Oi  t.lI:n n g  ne-g"tl  .. t ed ... 1 1 1  m a l : e  a . , n l aO I  .. I ,;,,"g lil �\.:"',-, : l t , e ;  
w e a p a il s - g r  ... d e  p l Ll t Oi .l lllfl  f o r  n " "  lo;o?2ipa ,1 S  l f  thl'! / ; � ou ) d  O e  n l'! e j e c: .  

... : : :  t e  q U t : "  op e,'1 l n  s a . : n g  n'Eo t  :J o  " C �  ::' � 1 . 1'! ·:1il  101< ; r, .:; ·� :l U l l :  a n :  
r,l.: ::: i C! ;r  w e a p o n s :  w e  h a 'J e  f .. r : .:: c m a .'1 i a ';  I t  i'?; .  I t  'Jr. l ,  " '; � � : t : or. " t  t :',e 

n u c ! e e '- .. E> a >l Cl n s  d i r o?;::ll � h· : ! t  ; h o ", : d  il c t L a l ! y  �e . .l$" -:: . >'I �  "' t l l �' C �  
"lor :" ,  ... 0 C d t e '1 . :  r ::J-, ,1" n � .. i o r  .J t ,.,  er 12 t f e': : s 0+ t t1 '" ;; :  3 ,  b .. C ii Ll ;e  t �, � - 'E! .. : : :  t ;:  
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S p o f fcrd  - S I S  i e 5 t l ,lI G :1 Y  P a g e  

l i f e  l e f t  t o  l'I o r r 't ab o u t .  C l e a r l y ,  t h e l s s u e  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  S I S  h a s  n o t  

b e E "  a d e q u a t e l  y a d d r e s s e d  I n t h e  D E I S ,  
M a n y  peop l e  I n  ' (J a h o  S O! E!  t h O!  g r e a. t e s t  n e e d  t or t h e  S I S  i n  t e r m s  ,J f  I t s  

ac or,oml  c ::' e n e f ).  t ;  t o  ::-,e S t ii t E ,  e s p >! c .  a l l y \ :1  r e g a r d  t o;:;  j Qb s , L e a v l  n g  a S I  d e  
t h '" � u e ;  t 1. o n  a t  wile t h e r  we r e a :  1 1  " a  n t J o b  s t I". a t ;" d v h a r  ,';1 ,J U  r s e  1 I es  an d 

c;., ; ; c r e n ,  p r o p o n e n t ;  m a. y  ro o t  r n a  .. t h a t  the  D E ! S  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  1 �0;: of  t h e 

' p e r ;;i a n e n t  j o b s  c r e a t ed by t h e  S I S  W i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  �o ':.0 w o r k e r s  f r o m  cu t s l d e  

I d a h o ,  A n d  shou l d  a l s o r e a l l : e  t h a t  ,1I u c h  of t ro E!  o t h e r  m o n ;:> /  t r , a t  I S  s p e n t 

t h e  p r o j ec t 101 1 1 1  go l tn m e d l a t e l t t o  f H ms o u t S i d e  l d a n o ,  W i t h l i t t l e  or n o n e  

o f  t h e  mu l t l p l l H  e f f ec t  t a k i ng p I ii c e b e f o r e  . t  l e ave s .  "T h e  e c � n o m l C  b e n e f i t s  

t ,J  ; d ol h o  s e e m  t o  h .. v e  b e e n  o v e r s t a t e d , 

� h e s e  a r e  ;:; n : '!  a f E  .. of t h e  r e d s  o n ;  I o p p o s e  t h e  b U i l d i n g o f  t h e  S I S  I n  

i d a h o  o r  e l s e l'l h e r e .  "" e e k  b ,:,  w e e k  l '  d l  sc o ', er morE! e x c e l l e n t  ar.d con'l i  n C l n g  

1 . 1  r e a s ;:; 'i S ,  r e l n f ,Jr .: ad d n d  j o c u m e n t e d  0 '/ O! :. p e r t. s  I n  ,r, ,;, n y  f l e l d s ,  ':; o t r, t o r  o p p O S i n g  

tha  � I" O J e c t  an.d  f c r  h n c h n g t h e  G E l S  I n ,;. d e q u d t e  • 
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Test imony Concerning SIS 

rhe father o f  our nuclear navy, Adm ira l R ickover. once stated that our 

nuclear submarines had the abi l i ty to wipe Russia o f f  the map. We don ' t  

'leed more nuclear weapons . I t  doesn ' t  strengthen us . I n  fact. the m i l i tary, 

by squander ing our wea l th ,  has bankrupted our coun try. This big m i l i tary 

oui ldup ha:=; made us "" eak. mor a l l y  and f i nanc i a l l y .  Thanks to the wolves 

Juard ing the chickencoop. the greatest nation i n  the world cannot survive on 

i t s  own. w� need to borrow foreign money to survive. 

rhe peopLe that would be k i l led by our weapons are the victims of their 

m i l i tary estab l i shme n t .  They don ' t  want the i r  boys k i lled in .n. fghanistan. 

0r Ar.go l a ,  or Cuba . They wou l d  rather their country ' s  resources went for 

)etter food, clothes, and hous i n g .  The people \�ho hold the po .... er are the 

enemy o f  the general population.  This i s  true in so many coun tries , In-

: l u d i mJ ours. 

Many Idahoans have been duped by the promise o f  jobs. Making weapons i s  a 

,lood money making busines s .  Look a t  General Electric, they make more money 

, e l l ing ... .'eapons than l ight bulbs. Reaganomics is causing many more people to 

leave Idahu than come here. If our elected o f f i c ia l s  really want to see us 

let hack on our feet they should support us going to "'/ar .  Going to war 

rc�ed this country from its overwhelming problems forty years ago. Making 

.)lutonium cou l d  only bring a few hundred jobs. A tJood war could rea l l y  

re�erate jobs. j u s t  think o f  the spino f f  industries and what a great broad-

ening of our tax base. 

'm opposed to t�e SIS being bui l t  here or any\lhere e l se .  Most of the 

people CGncerned enough to testify are against S I S .  Mo:=;t .I\mericans are 

Jalnst i t .  �/� 
Lee Scharf 1244 Candlericge �r. Boise. I d .  8'3712 
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S I S  Testimony: Boise Hearing , March 2 6 ,  1988 
Warren Cornwall 1809 N .  24th S t reet 
Bois e .  10 83702 

In the Environmental Impact S t atement the U . S .  Department o f  
Energy claims t h a t  t h e  purpose of t h e  S I S  proj e c t  1 s  t o  provide 
"redundancy in production capa c i t y , technological divers i t y ,  and 
flexibi l i t y . "  Basically this means that plutqnlum ""ill be used 
t o  produce newer bombs and more o f  them. What they do not seem 
to realize is that continued production o f  plutonium for nuclear 
weapons has become redundant in i t s e l f .  We already possess a 
nuclear arsenal capable of dest roying the whole ,""orid several 
times ove r .  Producing more weaponss sounds vaguely like shooting 
a dead man just to make sure t h a t  he doesn ' t  get up. 

I also find the claim that the SIS project w i l l  bring new 
economic growth to south-eastern Idaho highly questiona b l e .  
Almost all of t h e  jobs are temporar y ,  a n d  a t  l e a s t  one-fourth o f  
t h e  pos i tions will be f i l l e d  bu out-of-state worke r s .  The Impact 
S t atement also f a i led to assess the e f f e c t  that a plutonuim 
processing plant might have on other prospective businesses. I f  
1 were looking for a p l a c e  t o  build a busines s ,  i t  would not be 
next to a plutonium refining complex. 

So much for the proclaimed "bene f i t s "  of the S I S  proj e c t . 
want to discuss the most terrifying pros pect . That is the 
poss i bi li ty of huge amounts of radioactive material being 
transported along Idaho highways and stored on Idaho land s .  
Cracks have already been dis covered at t h e  s t orage f a c i l i t y  i n  
New Mexico where waste f rom t h e  S I S  i s  supposed to g o .  That 
means it will have to s t ay here , in Idaho. The INEL storage 
sites have already proven inadequat e .  

We have already seen t h e  a f f e c t s  t h a t  hazardous was t e  s p i l l s  
c a n  have on o u r  environment . T h e  chemical spi l l on the Li t t le 
Salmon River dest royed over 10 miles of prime f ish habi t a t .  I f  
plutonium w a s  released in an acciden t ,  the results c o u l d  b e  many 
times worse . 

The question that we must all ask ourselves i s :  
"Do I want to r i S K  my life , the lives o f  m y  neighbors , and 

the lives of my children j u s t  t o  make a buck?" 

J�� :C:-,,�� 

Cathy Spofford 

619 Brookda l e  Dr . 

B o i se ,  ID 8 3 7 1 2  

E64 1  

Recent l y  Governor Andrus sa i d  that the broader moral concerns about 

nuclear weapons have no part i n  t he debate over s i t ing the S I S  in 

I daho . He sa i d " 1 am not w i l l i ng o n  moral and ph i l osoph i c a l  groundS 

t o  turn my back on the economy . "  He further added, " Cec i l  Andrus is 

not going t o  make much d i f f erence i n  whether we do o r  do not need 

add i t i onal pluton i um. . That ' s  g o i n g  to be decided the federal 

l e ve l .  " 

I f i nd it d i f f i c u l t  to understand how a dec i s i on that re s u l t s  in the 

produc t ion o f  p l utonium, an esca l a t i o n  o f  the arms race , and the 

encouragement o f  weapons prol i f erat i o n ,  can be pure l y  an economic 

dec i s i on . 

P l ut o n i um is one o f  the most dangerous e l ements known t o  I t  has 

a ha l f - l i f e  of 24 , 000 years - it wi l l  r e ma i n  radioa c t i ve for l o nger 

than the recorded h i st o r y  o f  ma n .  I t s  cancer producing potent i a l  i s  

we l l  known. The lungs are t h e  most vulnerable t o  p l ut o n ium. I f  

e xposed t o  a i r ,  p l utonium i g n i t e s  spontaneous l y  producing p l ut on i um 

d i ox i de .  As i t  burns it f o r ms t i ny part i c l e s ,  which if inhaled lodge 

i n  the deepest parts o f  the lungs . Scient i s t s  know that t i ssue 

exposed t J intense l oc a l ized rad i a t i on i s  a l most cert a i n  to become 

cancerous, As noted phys i c i st J ohn Goffman says " p l utonium was indeed 

apt l y  name d :  p l ut o n i um - the e l ement o f  the Lord of Hel l . "  

I ncreasing the worldwide inventory o f  t h i s  e l e mnt i s  much more t h a n  an 
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economic dec i s i o n .  

I f i nd i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be l i eve t h a t  moral a n d  ph i l osophical 

considerat i ons can be d i vorced from a dec i s i on that w i l l  cont r i bute to 

an esca l a t i on o f  the arms race and an increase in the produc t i o n  o f  

nuc lear weapons. And i f  we as indi v i dua l s  do not take on the 

respons i b i l i t y  o f  this dec i s i on , then who w i l l ? 

The a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  the J e ws in Germany was accomp l i shed w i t h  very few 

people speaking out . Maybe they too thought of it as an economic 

dec i s i o n .  Maybe t h e y  f e l t  that a s  i n d i vdua l s  i t  was n o t  the i r  duty t o  

speak o u t ;  maybe t h e y  t o o  l e f t  i t  up t o  t h e  " f ederal l e ve l . "  L i t t l e  

b y  l i t t l e  t h e  J e ws were s t r i pped o f  t he i r  r i ghts - t h e y  c o u l d  not ho l d  

o f f i c e , then t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  ma r r y  non-Jews, t h e i r  prope r t l y  was 

c o n f i scated, they were forced to l i ve in ghetto ' s , and f i na l l y they 

were taken t o  concentarat i o n  camps. Ph i l osophical and moral 

considerati ons had nothing t o  do with these dec i s i on s .  They 

eco,nomi c ,  they were issues o f  nat ional secur i t y .  By the t i me people 

rea l i zed what was g o i ng on it was too l a t e .  

F o r  people w h o  t h i nk t h i s  i s  n o t  an apt analogy t h i nk about how 

i mpercept b i l y we have become i nvolved in t h i s  nuclear n i g h t ma r e .  For 

many years few people spoke about the dangers o f  increasing our 

nuclear arsena l .  These were dec i s i ons best l e f t  up t o  t h e  " e xperts" . 

Over the last 43 years we have gradua l l y i ncreased the number o f  

nuclear weapons t o  unthinkable propor t i ons. Many people wonder how 

ended up i n  this state o f  a f f a i r s .  Havent ' t  w e  learned anything f r o m  

t h e  horrors o f  t h e  Hol ocaust - h o w  p e o p l e  c a n  b e  numbed i n t o  apathy, 

he l p lessness, b l i ndness and r e t i cence? 

Right now the people o f  I daho have the opport un i t y  to say to the 

produc t i o n  o f  more nuclear weapons through the extract ion o f  p l u t o n i u m  

f r o m  n u c l e a r  was t e .  W e  h a v e  the oppor t u n i t y  t o  s a y  no t o  the S I S  here , 

in Colorado , or any place e l se ,  because it is mora l l y and e t h i c a l l y  

wrong. 

This dec i s i o n  i s  much more than a dec i s i o n about the economy. It i s  

a dec i s i o n  a b o u t  the future of our c h i l d r e n ,  t he f u t u r e  o f  our stat e ,  

a n d  t h e  future d i re c t i on o f  our country. And, i t  is u p  t o  each o f  u s ,  

a s  indi v i dua l s ,  t o  make that dec i s i o n .  Say n o  t o  t h e  S I S .  

1 . 1  
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My name i s  Laura Carson. I 1m a business owner i n  Boise. 

speak agaist bui Iding the SIS project at the INEL. 

As Americans we do not need more nuclear weapons--we do not need 

more weapons grade plutonium. 

As Idahoan s ,  we do not need more potential danger to our 

Sanke River aquifer, and environment in general . 

Much has been said about this project bringing more jobs to Idaho . 

Idaho does need more jobs--but the price .... e would pay by bringing the SIS 
project her is !@..t too ..b.!.&.!l. 

Let ' s  rather: 

l--rebuild our failing highway system. 
2--devel op our institutions of higher education--more· 

students, more instructprs more jobs . 
3--rebuild our farming comrnunity--much of the world 

is hungry and they can ' t  eat plutonium. 
4--continue to develop our touriSTIrindustry 
S--("on t i n lle to develop our arts community-- i t ' s  small 

but vital a l l  around the state. 

1 0 1) s ,  y e s ,  w e  need j o b s - - a n d  t h e s e  a r e a s  w o u l d  p r o d u c e  
m a n y  slalewidC'. 

We have much to tJe proud of in Idaho--clean air, clean wate r ,  

balenccd environmental nnd indust r i a l  use o f  forests , farming, fishing . We 

do not wanl to jcopanl i ze any of this by building a plutonium plant here . 

We do not want the SIS project i n  Idaho. 
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Ellie Kiser (Mrs. A .  C.) 
2435 Mountain View Drive 

Boise, ID 83704 

February 2 3 ,  1988 

Snake River All iance 
Bo]( 1 731 
Bois e ,  ID 83701 

To the Department o f  Energy : 

Please count me among those who are very opposed to 
an SIS plant in Idaho . It has never been adequately 
p roven to me that the safety o f  the U. S. hinges on 
more nuc lear weapons .  The opposite is more l ikely the 
case - - that the process of refining toxic substances to 
build more nuclear weapons will i t s e l f  damage our en
vironment and seriously threaten this sought-after 
safety. 

I believe Idahoans ' collective conscience would be 
terrible to l ive with if we allow this proj ec t .  

Sincere l y ,  

#�� 
Ellie Kiser 
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I am not an expert on this issue, nor do I represent any group or organization . 
But I have ten good reasons why we should not build the SIS project in Idaho or 
anywhere else : 

1 .  The SIS is morally and ethically wrong. The money used to build and fund i t  
'""QuId be b e t t e r  spent to f e e d  the hungry, give shelter to t h e  home less and 
medical care to the sick. 

2. The SIS is an environmental nightmare . Plutonium is one of the most deadly 
substances known to man and is a permanent contaminant .  

3 .  The SIS i s  fiscally irresponsibl e .  I t  places an enormous burden on the American 
taxpaye r s .  

4 .  Transportation o f  nuclear "" a s t e  to a n d  from t h e  SIS across t h e  nation ' s  highways 
and rai lways is a dangerous health threat to millions of people. 

5. The SIS p roject is unneccesary . We don ' t  need more weapons-grade plutonium. 

6. Many experts have spoken out against the S IS .  Their opinions must be seriously 
considere d .  

7 .  INEL i s  located in a n  area. of recent earthquake activity and above the Snake River 
Plain Aqui f e r .  

8.  The SIS project w i l l  damage our credibility at future disarmament negotiations. 
I t  tells the world we really don ' t  mean what we say. 

9. Given the track record of INEL and other nuclear facilities across the nation , 
it is inevitable that leaks and releases of radioactive materials will occur. 
Even the smallest accident can be disasterous, and it j us t  isn ' t  worth the risks . 

1 0 .  The American people have given a mandate to our leaders that we W'ant a 
de-escalation of the arms race and a nuclear weapons freeze. The SIS proj e c t  
ignores t h e  wishes of t h e  majority of Americans. 

To be fai r ,  there is one good reason to build the SIS. I t  wi l l  create a feW' jobs for 
a few people that wi ll last a few years . 
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Department o f  Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Falls, Id. 83402 

Mr. Clay Nichola : 
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1811 N .  15th S t .  
Boise , I d .  83702 
March 26, 1988 

Please .submit this comment o n  the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement: 

I n  an era o f  arms reduction agreements and huge Federal debts. 
I believe Idaho residents should be skeptical o f  plans t o  increase 
t h e  State ' s  dependence on defense pro j e c t s  such as t h e  D . O . E . ' s  
proposed S . l . S .  pro j e c t .  The U . S .  already has 2 5 , 000 nuclear .... eapons, 
enough to destroy any adversary many times over. Building the S . 1 . S .  
project purely for' the sake o t  economics 1 s  extremely short sighted. 
The availability o f  legal S . I . S .  feed plutonium i8 limited, and will 
be exhausted after only six t o  eight years. 

Economics aside, Idahoans should also beware o f  the D . O . E .  ' s  
long history o f  disregard for public and environmental safety and 
health. Waste disposal practices at the Hanford, WA. site have caused 
the contamination o f  over 700 sites o n  that reservation with radio
active and hazordous chemical wa a t e s .  The Hanford legacy is alarming 
because the 5 . 1 . 5 .  plutonium facility would be located over the 
Snake River Aquifer, which supplies water t o  large parts o f  Idaho. 

The I o N . E . L .  has been a so c a l l e d  " t emporary" storage site for 
the past 3 5  years. Due to serious and potentially incurable problems 
of water leakage into the Carlsbad, N . M .  Waste Isolation Pilot Pro j e c t ,  
Idaho could become a permanent dumping ground for t h e  waetes generated 
at the S . I . S .  plant. Producing more unnece ssary plutonium for 
nuclear weapons is not worth the tremendous risks t o  the people and 
environment o f  Idaho. 

Thank you I"'YJ J// � I/� 
Conatance Y. M�1 1  
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Department of Energy 
785 DOE Place 
Idaho Fal l  s ,  I d .  83402 

Mr. Clay N ichol s :  
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18 1 1  Nth 15th S t .  
Boise ,  I d .  83702 
March 26,1988 

Pl ease submit t h i s  conment on the Draft Envi ronmental Impact 
Sta tement : 

At a time when the super powers are attempting to reduce medium and 
short range nucl ear weapons with the I . N . F .  treaty i t  woul d  be a tragedy 
to a l l ow the D . O . E .  to bu i l d  another l eaky weapons grade pl u tonium factory 
at I .N . E . L .  or anywhere el se.  

F i rs t .  the D . D . E .  cannot guarentee a safe factory or waste storage 
fac i l i ty .  The SIS at I . N . E . L .  wou l d  be l ocated above the Snake R i ver 
Aquifer r i sk ing possibl e contamination of l a rge portions of I daho ' s  water 
system and many conmun i t i e s .  

Secondl y ,  the Department of Tran sporta tion h a s  refused to approve 
the cask design the D . O . E .  planned to sh ip the TRU waste i n  and has no accept
able design to date. The route to ca rry the waste from Hanford to I . N . E . L .  
travel s through many urban a n d  rural commun i t i e s  from north to south I daho.  
on a depl eted primary h i ghway route . Th i s  coul d pose a s  a potential l y  wide
spread danger of radiation contamination to a l a rge portion of Idaho COmrrJJn
ities.  

Lastl y .  the 1 imited economic ga ins  of a few interests at the expense 
of peaceful medical scientific research now being conducted a t  I . N . E . L .  
i s  a sorry weighting o f  priori t i es b y  our state l eaders and representa t i ves . 
If the SIS  pl ant is bu i l t  at I . N . E . L .  the poss ibl e acci dental release of 
radiation and the cost of the fol l owing envi ronmenta1 cl eanup cou l d  very 
wel l break an al ready stra i ni ng state economy . 

In concl u s ion, there is no need for more weapons grade pl u tonium ; n  
v i e w  o f  the produc tion o f  90% o f  new weapons grade p l u tonium ; s  obta i ned 
from recycl ed warhea d s .  The I . N . F. treaty s igning and a 50% strategic force 
cutback woul d free up enough recycl ed warhead s  to equal 8 times the amount 
of plutonium for new weapons produc tion to be produced at  I . N . E . L . . Th i s  
i s  the l ess costly a n d  safest d i rection for the Department o f  Defense and 
the Department of Energy to pursu e .  I urge you not to bu i l d  an  SIS plant  
a t  I .N . E . L .  or  anypl ace el se.  The  production ofli'jinecessary weapons grade 
plutonium is ne i ther economi cal l y  advantageous or environmental l y  j u s ifiabl e .  

Thank you /f/ C7''';cm(j}. }ltY-{{;4./ 
Scott D .  Merril l 
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S'Il\TEMENr RlR !IF.ARIN:; ON 5 .  I . 5 .  I'ROJECJ' 
March 26. 1988 

I am opposed to the Special Isotope Separation (5 . 1 . 5 . )  Project both 
on lIDral, as well as practical, grounds . HoweIrer ,  I will confine my caIIIEllts 
to one overriding practical concern. 

My concern ill that, because of the Department of Energy ' s  failure to 
adequately plan for transportation and storage of the wastes to be gererated 
by S. 1 .  S . .  INEL will again be pressed into service as a "terr.porary" storage 
site for the was tes . There are already 4 . 4  million cubic feet of plutoniun
contaminated wastes in "temporary" storage at lNEL . They have been there 
for the past thirty-five years , Sitting right on top of the Snake River Pllrln 
Aquifer--perhaps one of the """st locations possible for storage of hazardous 
wastes am certainly rot a site ..trich ouuld be approved as a permanent storage 
site. altrough it has, in effect, beCCfIE one .  

The Draft l'ilvironnento.' �ct 5tatenent (ilt,"I5) for the 5 .1 .5 .  Proj ect 
designates that all wastes contaminated with plutoniun and generated by 5. I .5 .  would be transported to the Waste Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) in 
New Mexico. No alternative sites or iDetrods of disposal are lillted. Recently, 
the New York TInEs has reported leaks at WIPP ..trich may render that facility 
useless as;;: aISjiOsal site. Further, the Department of Energy has yet to put 
forth an acceptable cask design for transportation of the was te. 

The waste generated by 5. I. 5. will have to be stored scmewhere and WIPP 
""'Y rot be available. Wit:h>ut a plamed-for alternative , my fear ill that 
ldal¥>'s "taIpJrary" storage site at INEL will again be put to use. 

The lEIS for the 5 .1 .5.  Project needs to address the storage probl ... 
before any further consideration of the 5 . 1 .  5. Proj ect begins . 

6d� � 
Barbara Skotte 
708 Village Lane 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
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2816 Colorado 

Boise t Idaho 83706 

March 15, 1988 

S. I , S .  Hearing 

Boise, Idaho 

Deal' Sirs ; 

Plutonium t'emalna radioactive for 24 , 000 years. Can anyone 

guarantee that there will be no l eaks of this deadly 8ubatance into 

our environment for even a fraction of that time span? 

We're lying to ourselves and our descendents when we pretend that 

p lutonium can be safely produced and stored. 

Making plutoniUII 18 really an act of bad faith toward future 

genera tiona. AIIsuming that this plutonium will not have been used to 

d •• troy life on earth in bomba , furure generationa will have to deal 

with it when the storage solutions hurriedly improvised the the eighties and 

nineties of thilll century inevitably fail . 

Let ' .  have the courage to atop deceiving ourBelves nov. 

to the S . l . S .  

�incere "' .  
A ( �  \ \�\ . 

Thomson Abigail J. 

[ 6 5 2  

I '  �/7; /fg'8 i l l ��� � 
: 7� ��� � � 1 �  �M � �  ��� 
k tKLt  ��ittd-'�-�� �b,;;C��� 
. :7:r!l: Jt6:l� � 
0;1:5 � 7C����/: . . , (/) W'G �t � 

I ' �) +-,vc;L /���"!k1 ..:... 
Ti� � �;.�/��� (3) a�� � � � c"') 4 ,  

' .  � ;'����:4M 
;:r� E' , !'� £ _v-��)-�. 

: .� /� ��/�� 
i ! i�. � ;;rs-it2>1V-;; �/ : �  td;;:dl;;l'�-��I �� 
d �£d!) 1x-Lr M )� r kcPd/ � i rv1f�1f ' 

tZ Lrta /'d<fh�� � � � c2&t'� 
(/ -(� 6- �$. �f!{�(�� tV'�. 
U� � r�<'�4l�� r(d,...y� 

1 . 1 

4 . 1 5 . 4  

3 . 3 . 1  

5 . 1 .  2 0  



(j) 
I-' 
I-' 

2.- .  . . i����ei:../ � : ltcA d�/. a. £� � /7 _ � ' (/�� '""'- � . ;r� 
>-�11 r��/. v-""&��� �  .�� y��� . 

� If5J< «""--;gf� � /%5 (l.;r� / � �s A>/V"::,'O- tP� j,�). 
:Y�//"6:? +h� J;.1z., /i7o.r&n�I!.,r af :J;r.Ya-) lf:p,'"i".�:f,,:.irt� A· fk XY£L. (�"-51..�). 

3 . 2 . 2 . \h...... T-\'W'-'?� of' 7 J-V)e>-;t'J .... is 1J..,.,...t- ;PCJ£" ·!(� 
/.,;:z.; ..2. )o� h.:�dJ;vy ",.i,f cf!.<.�"h�/ .9..;.J:crr'fto-vJ.; 
: �  c...o ¥�'1 w,'ft:.c nz�--",.,(i � ?7h'�;;'V- 5?'fZ.�.; 

. : .:;.."J) --+��fo''''' k Vl€./ft.<'.r *'� <�.Q. t.4.,,- hc-v-. !cr.Ji;k&� -I. �«-r{;Je fhJ n� L �.s , -
" ;  £t4""L5 I if (;)uJh:Je/l "-f. +t..«... :iflJ-.l-) . .t4r, ;;;')'h I-k r.z.,.� "'.25 
. ; he.'1f) <>f n'L6/eZ..- 5-2fVr> -h<r --ft.«- �pzk.�vczi""'-5 i !tffi�<" Jl -;j'7� AI:C CE:/{"P/f) . Pu-V-''n �2.t- rfr--r/o{)1 
iwl� f/,..r-� uJ;» �<: ct'& � f� p�/,£� ofI l-l" 
I !j .tft ( k 'f;clVJ",t/�.z./ A-�. c ..fh(j'J' ,;f�) iUh-r"-. 
h� �f-vv.s� cp'0 !,O/'= jot7- /1 \ ),//""-<.{J!I:t�,Jz.. 
u '  > .  /I-£c. :yo lIe,!".> � 

u) Tcvo of? h is  fe J.,n:c�/ stYf2 �k kff-. 
; h A; s�':=fl- .b=;z LLSR... ;,p -fl,e C"n"...-if'--<:f' b a
-t-toY.2'Yl. '1.f::'- >7&<c/�';.2t:�. y!otz-r:-:n...,' ,c.)�!-- c( w,"'f 
,�1;;;» . (J)".e... �> .2. �� ,f' b?,h .. , i2h.P �>"'--
s.; 0:�) I/./h" r� 1"-$ 50 '-fo Ii,,:r d .. ""j 

0) J: <;v"f:,� Y i> ,-fJJ Ci.f{'''Ar[ (;c, '!t·t,<--s � 
2,,,,;,,,,- L- w;c,Ji., � e."cy).-,<=r/ -10 <:/".2fi,.,. ,I-, "_ ;!£'l') 6 

£ ,  �fl)J.?4 :FerIh S""-Mv-i� �/.d2 .5u"� (l-7�ck.=.v:) 
w<'...-.c zborn tn.J:,)� ()7 C."'CF�/5"""" {, 0 ...... bu-l� 
ICv,fF) -: J1.ki4. ; f{.,e �¥ __ u.r� ),'#,;;d ?-/,�Je!l ;j- 4< f--' �h'€ vv=-r<:.. �;:�';.!l -}-[..,:- $=,V/� .zs 'f7:c tJ,.r� 
: I V) l "l  <f.') - n<>T ... �R.. oj'- /Tj/f }=kS,,- 'I1.;e<'<.«'>S-r",i Vlo \.0",,9 R .• :t;. OY} u!'/?/ch ,<, p;.><z. )Im/� .  /J.t-#u'h./ 
U:;'/J;",vo/ � !'»7;1s. /)"7 l?,., 6c..)!;es �t :>70 " fZ  l+k A£C- 51;.. ..... �.s ! ;c.-...Q J?�x <!i-�/_.£�(} � 
: I'Y  .. -v� ;", h} �l/le s . 

. i  (3) '1h..- /!-£G ;'us h y'.9.� hj; � i.$F� 
:. irJ'?-f � (./'r((i?-=-:=lrrtJGea,�tft� a)h� ih-'� Q'-- C&",s� ):271<!._d,-r!o:7r../1.,J ?�/I"-� (j�,'1s � III �k, j� �G P""" .e'//Jkr> h.d2. :"y J.  ...... � "' �  +0 h-I£k. -J.f,r0':{sl. 4", ( �Yno),< {;'" � w.J:U v.�.f .2- I<), ... ",;J-.>!.,,r/:J P� ;1 !. VV2J � �\� �y. ic. _  TI-.,: )Tr�u....u/.c>..s. � 'f-
; siolJ'r"ST �:! -Pm.... JIt'{) .5. 
i:! {r) :2 ;2"'1 5� /v/� . ti,Y�k- h;.s nd.�}J'D 
; :  ',T IS: f=.>;br.:.. +h""t-nt<J� �;>.� ,'.:> ft-A.-. 
:.: n-;>C'Ye., �" pusLc. now , �" (l-, )'112(" (,"" 

i ;p��f) J.'-<//c.Q.. <77-<. e.h .. ,-"w"/ y -J:/t./P 0 0  J::J2:7-'k �rl'5> ... ." jj. ''wn.sl.<.t� · 

f'n>vy.... l iio +h'i7'Jf 1177 • .I ..... /I� r �""fl'� ��-.0�D '-!o/ #C'/' {/Q[j /'" ft.:rt't-_/:,c, -;: .:z6cuY-
p::> 7<1:<.>_ � of- PZrht<kP( - 1/'e Ai>'CW.. /- /1,,-<,-
�;:>V?-V1 nc....t., '((;v� rr,..�ect J" jJ- to H"""If'7t",-, """ "-



N 

6 1 2  



(j) 
...... 
w 

5 . 1 . 2 0 

� . 
I .1;- � o,bv/ov.-; 'It .. t- Ff:j?/l ».,..,A :{ 
. €s1;;.pl's.4 /ru..sT-cfZ /1,�_ eJ/z� ) .� -r�i:r w:/! "'(- h'"t� ot/<?-Y�:y"-t;/ ,:h Jt� , : r"�-",.,-_} � J � n.o r- t1 �C�rc,� -
IlOi� ->. scJ,stJ)", ...,. � �I� .2C ?Ic-%or>/?-� . 

�-;,��: .4:J 71 7 - / , "'1r..d oY?- _ /?;S ("'//-'7 t(//1/6 
Pc>/§o_ -L.(7 &.s --:> 

3 7>{' - t/-/36 
;:;:::;,1- 3�z'1 Pa.> . 

[653  

SIS HEARING , D o r S E ,  IDAIlO 

So far we have heard a considerable amount of talk 

about the economic advantages that S I S  will bring to Idaho . 

Yet , it seems that the supporters of t h i s  project have been 

b l i nded by the a l rr.ighty d o l l a r  and have thus abandoned any 

consideration o f  their own saftey and the s a f tey o f  generations 

to come . Never should the needs of t h e  few outweigh the welr 

being o f  the many_ 

The threat of nuclear warfare now hangs as a b l a ck cloud 

over us and our ch i l dren and the further production of such 

articles o f  destruction should not be inhanced . Th i s  i s  a 

critical time in the h i s tory of mankind where we must t h i nk 

of the disposal of such barbaric weaponry. The recent s i ghing 

o f  the INF Agreement between the United States and the Soviet 

Union is one o f  the many c r i t i c a l  steps that must be taken . 

Production of plutonium in the area of the proposed s i t e  

w i l l  n o t  o n l y  endanger t h o s e  i n  the imJT1edia1Jl. area , b u t  w i l l  

jeopardize the sa ftJy o f  many across t h e  n a t i o n  in i t s  sh ipmen t ,  

storage, and d i sposa l .  I n  a recent Newsweek a r t i c l e ,  Senator 

and former astronaut John Glenn says " It wi l l  do precious 

l i t t le good to protect ourselves from the Soviets i f ,  i n  the 

process , we irradiate or poison our own peopl e . "  The art i c l e  

further states that " pl utonium decays s o  s lowly t h a t  i t  c a n  

b e  recycled from obsolete weapons , g i v i n g  t h e  Department o f  

Energy a vast additional supply . "  Thomas Chochran, coauthor 

of the Nuclear Weapons Databook , estimates that U . S .  production 
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more than doubled between 1 9 8 0  and 1 9 8 5 ,  a t  a time when u . s .  
s tockp i l es o f  nuclear weapons actua l l y  decreased three percent . "  

By simply saying that enough i s  enough on th i s  i ssue is 

an understatemen t .  We a l ready have too much plutonium for 

nuclear warheads and the proposal of a new s i t e  for increased 

production i s  primative regression at a time when our nation , 

as one of the superpowers , should take responsibi l i ty and lead 

a path o f  peace and s a n i ty for future generations to f o l l o w .  

Katny Wren , Boi s e ,  Idaho 

)/ft;� 
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�ar c h  26 , 1 988 
T e s t i mony subm i t t e d  by Scott T .  Brown 
To : Department of F.n e rGY 
R E :  D�IS o n  the S p e c i a l  I so tope Separa tor ( S . I . S . ) 

I have come be fore t h i s  h e arinG as a li fe lone c i t i ze n  o f  t h e  

Treasure V a l l ey a n d  a r e s i d e n t  O f  B o i s e  f o r  o v er 30 y e a r s .  

A s  a l o c a l  c i t i zen a n d  sma l l  busi n e ss-own e r ,  I strongly 

o ppose t h e  location of t h e  propoccd Spe c i a l  I �n to p e  � c parator 

( s . l . s . l wi thin t h e  S t a t e  of I d aho i n  parti cular , and q u e s-

tion t h e  n e e d  for su c h  a faci l i t y  in eenera l .  o p p o s e  t h e  

S .  I .  S .  plutonium pro d u c tion f a c i l i ty for t h r e e  m a i n  r e aso n s :  

1 )  I t  i s  n o t  n e e d e d  for t h e  d e fe n s e  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n  a n d  t h i s  

nation c a n  i l l  a f ford s u c h  spend i n � ,  2 )  e n v i ronme n t a l l y ,  any 

risk of radioa c ti v e  c o n tami n a t i o n  of I d a ho ' s  ai. r ,  s a i l o r  

w a t e r  i s  too g r e a t  no m a t t e r  w h a t  i t s  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n s i r:; n i f i -

c a n c e  or a c c e ptabi l i t y ,  a n d  3 )  mora l l y ,  as a sel f-pro c l aimed 

Christian nation and a s  c i ti z e n s  of t h e  wo r l d , it is wron� 

for u s  to promote d ea t h  a n d  d e s t ru c ti o n .  

I s  t h e  proposed S . I . S .  p l u t o n i u m  pro d u c t i o n  fa c i l i ty n e e d e d  

f o r  t h e  d e fense o f  t h i s  nation? NO ! I f  we are to b e l i e v e  

o u r  government ( and l e t t s  p r e t e n d  t h a t  w e  do ) ,  t h e  annou n c e 

m e n t  from t h e  Department o f  EnerfSY a n d  t h e  \'/ h i t e  H o u s e  s t a t i n g  

that l i t h e  government ' s  p l u t o ni u m  s t o c k  p i J- e  i s  su f f i c i en t  t o  

m e e t  t h e  fo r e s e e a b l e  deman d s  for n e w  w e a p o n s  I I p r o v e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  no ne ed . 
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�C( \ t t  T .  Urown T e s t i mony 

T h e  pro j e c t e d  $1 billion d c l ! e r  rri c e  t a �  for this e i 5h t 

year DOE pro j e c t  t o  t h e  taxpa y e r s  o f  thi s c o u n t ry i s  y e t  

a n u t h e r  example 0 [ t h e  Go vernmen t ' s  C O l l t i r. Il f! d  handouts t o  

t h e  industria l-mi l i tory c o m Yl l p- x  t h a t  Pre s i d e n t  l,;j, c�nhower 

warne d  u s  abo u t  many years <J rn .  

And when has a ny pro j e c t  2 s � 0 c i 2 t e d  �'i t ll t h e  mi l i t ary 

\'wapons a nd the n u c )  0 <'l r  i n d u c t ry D..2l been n v (' r - uu d fj c t ?  

':':hat c o u l d  I d aho do wi t h  o n l y  t h e  c f"tirna t e d  ;>5(' m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r  c o n st ru c t i o n  c o s t  o f  t h e  ::: . T . ::: . ? J f u r- c d  o n l y  for 

hiehway a n d  road c o nstru c t i o n  and repai r ,  that money cou l d  

pro v j d e  many more l o c a l  j � bs a n d  �rn v j d e  l n nf,-tcrm h e l p  t o  

t h e  e c o nu m i c  d e v e l o pment o f  tIle s t a t e  anc1 b e n e f l t  a l l  I d aho 

c it i z e n s .  

We , as t h e  taxpayer� , mu s t  p u t  a s t o p  t o  t h e  build-up o f  

n u c  !.r.'01 r \,H:,? pOnc i n  t h e  " pe D e \, L h r ( ) \ l r� l I  r- L r c n{,; t l 1 "  fo r c (' l e u  
by Presi d en t  ReaccJli . Hm'! :::;t r o n �  a r c  we as a n a t i o n  when we 

are a fr a i d  to d i sarm D f:;mD ! 1. fro c ti n n  () f nur n u c l c D r  D r r; c n D l  

b e c au s e  our c onven t ional for c e s  a r e  thouGh t i n su f fi c i en t  t o  

m e e t  a c h a l l enge? � h a t  strenGth h a s  t h e  n1  t r i l l i o n  d o l l a r  

m i l i tary b u i l d - u p  durins t h e  ReaGan y e a r s  ei ven u s ?  I daho ' s  

Ccneressional d e l e ga tion wou l d  h a v e  us b e l i e v e  we are s t ronGer 

t o d a y  than six years aco. L e t  u s  blow away t h e  smoke s c r e e n . 

�'he Uni t e d  S L a t e s  is fa s t -approa c h i n c  a �2 t r i l l i o n  (l o l lar 

d e b t ; i n  1 98 5  the U. S. became a d e b t � r  n a t i o n  for t h e  first 

t i m e  s i n c e  1 9 1 �  o wi n �  over � :4CO bi l l i o n  d n l l a r s Lo f o r e i en e r s .  

O u r  r e a l  standsrd n f  ! j , v i n �  i s  �0i n 3  down , a n d  we a r c  no 

longer t h e  e c onomic l ea d e r  of t h r:: \'.'D r 1 d .  T h e  \'leDlmc [:c, \'Ie 

( 2 )  C c n t t  J�r0�n ' rcstiml)ny , Pa�c 3 

are showing at home far 0 u t �e i Ghs t h e  s t r e n G t h  we pro fess 

t o  have wi t h  t h e  n u c l e a r  w�apnns �c d a r e  n n t  u s e .  

I n  short , t h e  U n i t e d  s t a t e s  h a s  m u c h  m o r e  to fear from i t s  own 

r e d  ink t h a n  i t  does from t h e  Red Army. �e J01I s t  end t h e  

n u c l ear weapons m a d n e s s ,  a n d  n o t  b u i l d i n G  t h e  S p e c i a l  I so to pe 

Separator anywhere , e s n e c i  a l l y .!l.£.l. i n  �, is a Good p l a c e  

t o  start . 

Environmental l y ,  t h i s  pro j e c t  is a tllr e e - I c t t e r  word : R A D !  

The r i c k s  asso ci a t e d  witll  t h  the S . I . S .  r�� j e c t  are deemed in-

signi f i c an t  and wi t h i n  t h e  ac c e p t a b l e  ranee. The record 

of t h e  m i l i tary-nu c l ea r  i n d u s t ry TIo u l d  SU�Gest o t h er wi s e .  

A l t houGh t h e  t r a n s u r a n i c  � a s t e  from t h e  � . T . � .  , i f  l o c a t e d  

at I rJRL i s  p l an n e d  t o  g o  t o  the r e p o si t ory u n d er c o nstru c t i o n  

i n  H e w  Mexi c o ,  t h e  d i s c o v ery o f  l e a lts a t  t h e  r e po si t 0ry may 

l e a v e  I NEL wi t h  t h e  nuclear waste fer G t 0ra�e . TIle E . I . S .  

a t  INEL would b e come a n u c l ear w � s t c  d u m p  c o n v e n i e n t ly l o c a t e d  

between t h e  Han ford n u c l e ar r e se r v a t i o n  in �ashin�ton a n d  t h e  

Rocky F l a t s  A r s e n a l  n u c l e a r  ','! c tJ flons f <3 c t o ry i n  r:o lorad o .  Both 

s i t c s  a r e  o n  t h e  Super Func1 list for e x t e n s i v e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  

o f  t h e  surroun dinfj are a .  Cl ean-up c o st s wi l l  b e  i n  t h e  many 

m i l l i ons of do l l ars and c r e a t e  more waste for di sposal , h ar d ly 

an e n dorsement o f  t h e  n u c l ear-military i n du s t ry 1 s  commi t -

m e n  t t o  tunnine; c l e a n  and sa fe operati o n s .  

D e  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  d amase d o n e  b y  a t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  a c c i d e n t  

a n d  spi l l (I f  a n  flr,r i r - u 'l turn l C h 0T""i c D l  j n  t h ,-, I ,i L t. l r. ,r,(l l mnn 

R i v e r  t h i s  wint e r .  '.':'hat wou l d  t h e  r e s u l t s  have b e e n  if that 
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spill was radio a c ti v e  p l u t o n i u M ?  The d ama �c �ou l d  l a s t  

several l i fe time s , n o t  s e ve ra l \'! c c \<;: G J  Let ! i [l n fo r d  k e e p  t h e i r  

o Vi n  n u c l ear w a s t e  and n o t  t r a n sport i t  t'rrrUG"h or t o  I daho , of] 
\'Ie do not n e e d  i t ,  n o r  w a n t  i t .  

'l'hc proposed S . l . S .  fa ci l i ty a t  I :�"�L \'!i l l c h a n Ge t h e  f o c u s  

o f  I HEL [ r o m  a r esear c h o n d  d c v r.l. ':' n rH� n t  (: t: n t c r , w h j . c h  h a s  s e r v e d  

t h e  nation w el l ,  t o  a l i n J �  i n  t h e  n u c l e a r  �eapn n s  p r o d u c t i o n  

c h ai n .  De hear t h e  pl ea s  � f  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  m a n a Ger a t  INEL 
beGGing fer any ncw pro j e c t s ,  as the G9vernmcnt c o n tinu e s  to c u t  

re search money t o  c n u n t n r  t h e  �ro�i n �  n a t i o n a l  rl cht . n u r  

e l e c t e d  o f fi c i a l s  n e e d  to pr esent t h e  fal se hope o f  j Obs a s  

t h e y  s e e k  v o t e s  i n  u p c oMin� e l e c t i o n s .  �e sec m a n y  c o n s tru c ti o n  

pro j e c t o  in Eoi s e  t o d D Y  �nd n0 t i c e  I l�� f c �  of t h o s e  c 0 n s :. r u c t i o n  

j o b s  h a v e  g o n e  t o  I d aho worli c r s .  T h i s  nr0 j e c l  � i. l l  a l s o  pro v i d e  

few jobs for I da!N \'!Orl�e r s .  

And ,  fina. l l y ,  h o w  C2.n we mcra l l y ,  a s  2 so- c al l ed I I r';h ri st i anll 

nati o n ,  c o n tinue to pro d u c e  �eapons nf a l l J:inrl s ,  expo r t e d  

around t h e  wo r l d ,  creat i ne d e e t h  a n d  d e s t ru c t i o n  wh erever they 

go ? ?  Is i t  any wo nd er \'10 ar e h a t e d  by most of t h e  wo rl d ,  

i n c luding many o f  t h e  nati o n s  � e  seem t o  f e e l  o b l i G o t e d  t o  

pro t e c t ?  I f  o u r  � o r l d  i s  t o  survi ve , w e  must l e a rn t o  so l v e  

o u r  d i f fi c u l t i e s  throuc;h means o t h e r  than v i o l e n t  mea r;;u r e s .  

Respe c t fu l l y  cubml t L � d ,  �7� 
S c ;- , t t  '1' . Ero\'/TI 52C l aval EOi G 0 ,  I cl �h )  G]?rG 
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W e  have been told that this facility .... ill be perfectly safe. The major 

insurance companies, who's business it is to measure risks, seem to disagree. 

Workers in these types of plants are not eligible for life or health insurance 

that most of us take for granted. The drivers who transport this "safe" material 

are placed in the same category. Is it possible that someone is fibbing just a little? 

If so, who? The insurance industry - conspiring to set the United States back in 

power generation and warhead development? People with special interests willing 

to sell the future of the great state of Idaho right down the toilet for a quick 

profit, risking thousands, even hundreds of thoudsands of lives in the process? 

Or -: the most frightening possibility of all - could it be the "experts" responsible 

for these facilities really believe that they are truly safe? Could they really believe 

that there are no earthquakes, no terrorists in the world, no icy roads, and above 

all, no acidents? That all the laws of nature and Murphy's Law as well, simply 

don ' t  exist? 

The DOE selects sites for facilities of this type based on the low mortality 

probability in the event that an accident occurs. Can we be proud of the fact 

that the United States Department of Energy considers Idaho to be insignificant 

in terms of population and quality of life? Idaho has the opportunity to become a 

major player in international trade and distribution and numerous other types of 

clean industry. There ae many groups diligently working toward these ends. 

They are not politically motivated nor are they seeking quick "hit and run" 

profits. As a member of one of these groups, I can state for the record we are 

working for the future of Idaho. An Idaho where we, our children and future 

generations can live free of the contaminants and pollutants that have already reduced 

the quality of life to a mere existence in many other parts of this great country. 

WE are ultimately responsible for our future. We can't say THEY did it. There 

is no THEY, only WE. The Department of Energy, our governor, senators and 

representatives and even the president are employees of the government, and we the 

people are the government. All government employees are our employees. 
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They work for US! All we have to do is get off our collective complacent 

rears and let our employees know what we want done. If they don't listen we have 

every right to fire them. Some of our employees have forgotten who hired them. 

They've decided that their power is more important then we are. They have 

decided to treat us, their 0055, like mushrooms. Keep us in the dark and 

feed us plutonium. Unfortunately, there is a small group in their own unenlightened 

self-interest willing to let it happen. 

We must right now, this minute, throw out the "what's in it for me today" attitude 

and answer one question. Can the minor benefit received today, if in fact there 

really is a benefit, be worth the incredibly high price that surely will be paid by 

our children and future generations? Twenty-five thousand years of contamination 

is a very, very long time. 

Let's not put a radioactive bandaid on a small economic cut. 

Wayne S. Morris 

5 1 6  E. Highland View Drive 

BOise, Idaho 83702 
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TEST I MONY ON THE SPEC I AL I SOTOPE SEPARAT I ON PROJECT 

by D i anne Crowe 

Harch 26 , 1 988 

My name i s  D i anne Crowe and I l i ve at 2225 Cherry Lane 

in Bo i se ,  I daho . am opposed to con s t r uc t i on of the S I S  

P r o j ec t  a t  the I NEL s i te i n  I daho o r  anywhere e l se .  No 

conv i n c i n l  e v i dence has been p r e s ented that shows a need 

for more weapons Irade p l uton i um .  

The need f o r  j o b s  i s  c i ted as a j u s t i f i ca t i on f o r  

spend i n l  t l  b i l l i o n  o r  more o f  pub l i c monies f o r  t h i s  

proje c t .  I t  I s  unders tandab l e  t h a t  t h e r e  I s  a concern 

that there be emp l oyment oppo r t u n i t i e s  f o r  peop l e  to 

adequate l y  p r o v i de f o r  the we l l be i n l  o f  the i r  f am i l i es .  

But there are o t h e r  a l t e r na t i ves f o r  c r e a t i n g  

jobs - - em p l oyme n t  tha t i s  u s e f u l  a n d  we l l  pa i d .  A na t i on ' s  

s t ren i t h  i sn ' t to b e  mea.ured o n l y  by i t s  m i l i ta r y  m i ah t •  

Some o t  t he un.e t needs o f  o u r  country a r e  I l a r i nl l y 

o b v i o u s .  Amona thesa are comprehens i ve med i ca l  care f o r  

a l l  Amer icana , adequate f o o d  a n d  hous i n g  f o r  peop l e  w h o  

have no s u i t ab l e  she l te r ,  c l ean-up o f  t o x i c  w.s tes , road 

and h i ghway cons t r u c t i o n ,  i mprovement i n  urban transpo r t  

systems and adequate care f o r  o l de r  peop l e .  Honey spent 

for these and o ther purpos e s  w ou l d  add more t o  the r e a l  

s treneth o f  o u r  coun t r y  than any p r o j e c t  f o r  added, thoulh 

unneede d ,  m i l i ta r y  powe r .  

I t  i s  a l mo s t  inconce i vab l e  t h a t  t h e  U n i ted S t a t e .  
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( DO E )  wou l d  con s i d e r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  f o r  con s t ruct i on at t h i s  

t l me. Kos t ma j o r  nat i ons are now a c t l v e l y  w o r k i n ,  to 

r e d uce the l eve l o f  dan,er f rom a nuc l ea r  con f ronta t i on .  

T h e  I NF t r ea ty h a s  b e a n  s i ,nad by our P r e s i de n t ,  important 

nelo t i a t i ona are proceed i n ,  on o ther arms reduc t i on 

alr eemen t s ,  and f U r t h e r  nuc l ea r  non-pro l i f er a t i on a c t i ona 

are contem p l at e d .  

T h e  S I S  P r o j ect i a  • comp l ete was te of pub l i c 

resource s .  I a m  8 ,. l n a t  i t  a n d  we shou l d  n o t  per m l t  i t .  

E 6 5 7 

��t'lt,zew 
T h e  g o v e r nme n t  h a s  f a i l ed to m a k e  t h e  c o mp e l i n g  

c a s e  f o r  t h e  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  S I S  t h a t a 
p r o j e c t  so eno rmou s l y  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  so d a n g e ro u s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
t h i s  s t a t e  wou l d  s e e m  t o  r e q u i r e . 

T h e  M a r c h  1 4 t h  i s s u e  of N e w s w e e k  m a g a z i n e  c o n t a i n s  
a n  a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b ing o u r  n a t i o n  a s  b e i ng " a w a s h  i n  p l u t o n i u m " . 
a nd g o e s  on to r e p o r t  t h e  s e r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l em s  c r e a t e d  
b y  e x i s t ing p l u t o n i u m  p l an t s .  T h e  h u g e  s i z e  a n d  r e d u n d a n c y  o f  
o u r  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  s t o c k p i l e  i s  p u b l i c  knOW l e d g e .  

I s h a r e  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  w o r r y  a b o u t  
t h e  e c o no m i c  f u t u r e  o f  t h e ms e l v e s  a n d  f a mi l i e s . I t h i n k .  h o w e v e r .  
t h a t t h e  m i l i t a r i z a t io n  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  e c o n omy i s  a ma j o r  c o n t r i b 
u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  e c o n o m i c  a n d  f in a n c i a l  t ro u b l e s . 

I am t h a n k f u l  f o r  b e i n g  a b l e  to s p e ak a t  t h i s  
h e a r i n g  a n d  w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  f o ru m  m i g h t  b e  u s e d  t o  
s o l i c t  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  r e g a r d i n g  mo r e  b a s i c  i s s u e s  o f  w e a p o n s  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p me n t  a n d  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s . 

�.vc"f' 
fo( 1:/l1lll,vIlGfI 

/ :;'''1 N' 13-1'1; 
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Jeane t t e  Roes 
2824 6randee 
Boise , ro 83784 
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Spec i ll l  !Isotope Separator Project 
Dra f t  Environl'lenl ll l  Il'Ipact S t a t el'lent He.t!rlng 
For the He.!Ir'ing Record 

I lII'I lit wri tar lind lin educator interested i n  100bno a t  the 
long-terl'l consequences o f  our lI c l i onls. 

My f i r s t  warning a5 to the dangers o f  Ideating the Spec i ll l  
I a o l ope Separ a t i o n  Project a t  INEL cOllies fro", t h e  Ore f t  
Il'Ipect S t a tel'ltml U s e l  f .  A l t hough the s h t el'lenl essures u a  
that dl!lngere ore 1'1 1 " 1 1'18 1 ,  t h e  reo&ona for preferrinq the INEL 
5i ttl are . I quot e . -No hUl'lans reside on the INEL 51 t e .  there 
is no p o p u l a t i o n  center larger than 5000 persona w i t h i n  e 37 
"' d e  radius- . .  and t h e n  i t  adds , -vege t at i on cOI'I,",u n l t y  
conS H . t s  pril'll!lr i l y  o f  sagebrush . . . • 
loIater ,",DVe!! s l owly through the Snllke River lIQui fer , they say , 
and so it is sat i s fact ory to f i l t er e f f l uents w i t h  lIcceptable 
leveh o f  rlldioac t i v i t y  through the so i l  colUl'ln. S t ored 
wlIrotes w i l l  be kept i n  contlliners now b e l ieved t o  be 8 a f e . 

In other words , i t  is a preferable s i t e  beclluae there lire 
fewer of U 5  t o  pOl!�on . wllter ",aves s l o w l y ,  lind sagebrush w i l l  
eventull l l y  cover the Vllst underground Cllvern!! holding the 
,",are deedly was t e .  

For these poten t i e l  dangera li n d  others . n o  l'Iatter how !'Iino!'"' 
the aOE b e l i eves t he.., to be , we are galnlng 2 yellrs of paak 
e",ploy",ent . t o  Quote the DIS a gll i n .  

W e  hu,",ans heve been g i ven II cholce l i ke t h i s  before . L i k e  
ESlIu i n  the O l d  Tes t a!'lent , w e  li r e  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  s e l !  our 
heritage-- t o  endllnger our land lind lIlr-- for 8 two year "'e8S 
o f  pottllge. L l ke <l l'Ionstrous snake we lira crelltlng de"dly 
po i sons . then holding thel'! i n  our bolSol'!. 

The j u s t i f i c " t lon for t h i s  behavior is the argu!'Ient thllt we 
",ust nego t i " t e  fro'" streng t h .  But i n  II wor l d  where a l l' w i l l  
be destroyed b y  nucl e"r war , we lI l l  negot i a t e  frol'! wt!l8knes s , 
fro,", feer. We !'lust cast out the snakes frol'! our he"r t , wean 

ourselves of pOi50n , and learn to solve conf l i c t  w i t hout 
force. 

LlIt the book o f  Gene s i s  provide our l'Iode l .  Jacob Clll'le bllck t o  
f a c e  h i s  brothe" . ESll� " we I'!ust accept the fect t h a t  on t h h  
l l t l l e .  f r a g i l e  e)"rt h ,  we ere a l l  re h t e d .  
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Specud Isotope Separlltor Project 
Draft Environl'lentlll Il'Ipect S t a t el'lent Hearlng 
""lIreh Zg. 1 9BB B O i ae . 10 
93704 

Tol'I von A l  ten 
2824 Grendee 
B O l s e , ro 

I ' M A MECHANICAL ENGINEER , AND A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 

I N  MY WORK I USE A VARIETY OF TOOLS FOR ANALYS I S , COMPUTER 
MODELLING lIND OPTIMIZATION, I N  SUCH WORK , THERE ARE TWO 
ELEMENTS THAT ARE ALWAYS C R I T ICAL TO GETTING THE ' R IGHT· 
ANSWER, 

FIRST. ASKING THE RIGHT QUEST ION , AND 
SECOND , TESTING ANALYTI CAL RESULTS AGAINST 

EXPERIENCE AND COMMON SENSE . 

I WOULD L IK E  T O  APPLY THESE TWO TESTS TO T H I S  IMPACT 
STATEMENT: DID WE ASK THE RIGHT QUESTION? AND 00 THE 
RESUL TS MAKE SENSE? 

SINCE WORLD WAR I I WE HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN AN ARMS RACE , 
PRIMARILY WITH THE SOVIET UNION. I T  HAS BEEN CONS IDERED 
CRUC'fAL TH�T WE STAY AHEAD OF THEM , AND WE HAVE DONE VERY 
WELL AT THAT. WE HAVE SUCCESSFULLY INVENTED AND REDUCED Tl 
PRACTICE AN AWESOME COLLECTION OF WEAPONR Y .  

A T  T H I S  POINT HOWEVER , I BELI EVE T H E  R I GHT QUESTION TO ASK I S  
·Wfl�T WILL BEST ENSURE OUR SECURITY A S  W E  APPROACH A NEW 
MILLENIUM?· I SUBMIT THAT · MORE OF THE SAME· I S  A POOR 
ANSWER , AT BEST. 

I TAKE I SSUE WITH SENATOR McCLURE TELLING US THAT HE HAS 
CLASS I F I ED INFORMATION THAT WE REALLY 00 NEED THE S I S .  
BETWEEN THE INF TREATY AND E X I S T ING SOURCES , THE EVIDENCE I S  
THAT W E  HAVE MUCH MORE THAN W E  NEED. 

OUR COUNTRY I S  FALLING DEEPER AND DEEPER I N  DEBT , I N  LARGE 
P�RT BECAUSE OF THE MONEY WE SPENO ON THE M I L I TARY. WE COUNT 
IT AS A SUCCESS WHEN WE DECREASE THE � AT WHICH WE 
FALL DEEPER I N  DEBT. WE ARE FINDING I T  HARDER AND HARDER TO 
BE COMPET ITIVE IN WORLD MARKETS , AND WE USE THE SAME SORT OF 
MEASURE OF SUCCESS THERE . 

THE ASSUMED 'RIGHT ANSWER· THAT I S  THE CONTEXT FOR T H I S  DRAFT 
E I S  - THAT WE NEED MORE AND BETTER FAC I L I T IES FOR 
MANUfACTURING WEAPONS GRADE PLUTONIUM - HAS PRECLUDED THE 
APPLICATION OF A TEST OF COMMON SENSE TO THE RESUL T :  

W E  0 0  NOT NEED . AND CAN I L L  AFFORD A N  5 . 1 .  S .  PROJECT I N  
IDAHO , IN WASHINGTON O R  I N  _ "'<InI- �""'. 
FIN�LLY , THE VALUE OF THIS DOCUMENT I S  SUMMED U P  O N  THE 

'"iA 
INSIDE FRotH COVER. THE AUTHORS DISCLAIM ANY WARRANTY T O  I T  
BE INS ACCURATE , COMPLETE O R  USEFUL. AS A PROFESS IONAL , ANO 
�S A PRIVATE C I T I ZEN , I REQUEST THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN 
UNLESS AND UNTIL AN ACCURATE , COMPLETE AND USEFUL 
ENVI RONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY IS DONE. 

-y;;;;: � c:::;>�_-__ _ �/sJ 
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March 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8  

Public Hearing on the Special Isotope Separation proj ect 
Bo ise , Idaho 

I am concerned about the possibility that the Idaho National 
Engineering Laboratory 1 s  being cons idered as a site for the 
Special Isotope Separation Proj ect . 

I do not feel comfortable that a nuclear weapons plant will be 
built 50 c l o s e  to my home . I feel that this imposes increased 
dangers to the people , environment and economy of Idaho . This 
would expose Idaho to the increased possibilities o f  nuclear 
acc idents in the transportation and production of ref ined 
plutonium . If an accident of any magnitude were to occur, major 
impacts would be felt in all of Idaho ' s  industries , especially 
tourism and agricultur e .  The short-term finanCial bene fits that 
South East Idaho may experience are not worth the risks that the 
entire State must take with this pro j ect . 

I also do not feel that the SIS proj e c t  should be a national 
priority . I am not convinced that even more nuclear weapons are 
needed for national secur ity. Building more weapons will only 
encourage other nations to increase their stock piles; it is a 
never-ending process of always trying to have more weapons than 
your enemy. I do not feel s a f e  at all with the abundance o f  
weapons that nations around the world have presently. Peace can 
not be attained by building bigger and more powerful weapons than 
your neighbo r .  I think it only creates insecurity between nations . 

Our country has many more issues that our tax dollars can be used 
fo� which would provide a more secure nation . We should be solving 
the current situation with the home l es s .  We should be addressing 
the needs of children who l ive in poverty. We should provide 
retraining for the many unemployed workers who have been displaced 
by new technologies in industry. 

In summary, it is my hope that the SIS project wi l l  not be built 
anywhere in the United States . 

T1!:!J.O-JEe·5� 
4 4 4 5  Greer 
Boise , ID 83703 
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Statement o f  R i chard Wrigh t ,  3-29-88 rj � . d  i' 1h. . G>e:V ,
Special Iso tope Sepera tion Project HEarings . 

r wish to speak out against the proposed S I S  pro j e c t . 
In al l  conscious, I cannot see any good reason for money 
being spent on this particular i de a .  The argun:ents for employment 
and economic growth leave me unconvincect, especially i n  the 
llght of permement health hazards . As a resident o f  Idaho for 
fifteen years , I reiterate this l S  not: thl;> rlght thing for 
Idaho, or anywhere t o  be hones t .  I am speaking from the 

heart , and I w)sh I could pprs()na l l y  sway any dec i s j ons 
coming out o f  t h i s  committef' . Do n o t  a l l ow t h e  Spe c j a l  Isotope 
Seperation Pro j e c t  t o  be bu i l t .  

� 02WC/6dr 

Ca.r-ol McMunlgal 
8871 Aust 1 n Str-eet 
Boise. 1 0  837 1 4  
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March 28. 1 988 
Occupat 1on :  Re1 i ab 1 1 i t y  Eng ineer 

Test 1mony i n  Oppos i t 1 on to  the Spec ial I sotope Seper-ator- Pr-oject 

The testimon1 es In opposi t I on to  the SIS have r- ef 1 ected much pub l i c  
indi gnat Ion ,  and r- ight 1 y  so. I oppose the constr-uct i on of the SIS 1n 
Idaho, or- anywher-e ,  and urge the DOE to  sel ect opt i on 4 .  the no 
acti on al ternat I ve.  

The statement was r-ecent 1 y  made by a DOE spokesman that we are "awash 
in p luton I um" , If thi s is the case. why do we need to spend one 
b i l l ion dol 1ar-s to construct th i s  r-e f i ner-y? The present stockpi l e  of 
p 1uton 1um,  in add i ti on to the e:d st i ng sour-ces of weapon gr-ade 
pl utonium seem danger-ousl y  absurd and the thought of add i ng more i s  
comp l etel y r-epr-ehensi b le .  

We  do not need mor-e p l uton i um .  What i s  the p0 1 n t  i n  add i ng to  the 
ex ist 1 ng supply of nucl ear weapons, of wh i ch onl y  1 1. coul d destroy 
the wor- l d? I t  IS t i me we start tak i ng a more r-ati onal appr-oach to 
wor- I d  conf l I cts and d I rect our- effor-ts to peaceful soluti ons and 
endeavors that wi l l  benef i t  man k i nd .  A cont1 nuat i on o f  the arms race 
we have engaged oursel ves in wi l l  undoubt l ed l y  l ead to 
destr-uction , We mLlst stop now before i t '  s too I ate . 

Proponents of the S IS  specul ate about the i ncreased job oppor-tun i t ies 
and the contr- l but ion these peop l e  w1 l l  make to the tax base. 
Gr-anted. a faC I l i t y  as t h i s  might create new j obs.  but what about the 
peop l e  that wou ld  l eave for - f ear- of r i sk to themsel ves and thei r 
f ami i i es? 

As a r-el iab l l ity  engi neer- . I am not sat i sf i ed with the acc i dent 
scenar- i os that the DOE has i nvesti gated by computer- mode l i ng .  The 
accur-acy of a computer model rel ies upon a sound under-standing of the 
pr-1nc ip les at hand .  as wel l as the accur-ate assessment of appropr iate 
numer- ical val ues to a myr- i ad of par-ameters. It is i mposs ib le  in a 
l arge model to r-eal i st i cal l y  pr-ed i c t  r-esu l ts  unl ess cer- tain aspects 
of the pr-ogr-am can be ver i f i ed thr-ough emp i r- i cal exper imentat Ion .  
The natur-e of  a wor-st case acci dent at the S IS  is  such that it  is  
infeas ib le  to per-for-m experi ments to chec � the model . It 1 S  
ir-r-esponsi b l e  to endanger- m1 l l i ons of l i ves b y  rel i ance upon the 
accur-acy of a model that cannot be ver- i f i ed .  I wonder- i f  the 
empl oyees of the DOE have enough faith i n  their model to consent to 
the constr-uct lon of this f ac i l i ty adj acent to thei r- home towns? 

The r- i sks that thi s project entai l s  are far too great onl y  to provide 
redundancy in  the sour- c 1 ng of p l uton I um.  The need f or redundacy is 
unfounded . We do not need more p l uton I um.  Select the no act i on 
al ter-nat i ve. 
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Dough * Ray * Me c. JJ D10n * 3,12Q \.Joody O r .  * B o i s e ,  I d .  (wit" cy>ofOjleS 10 �,...s:: QI..XX ff'UJT",,�">1?rN ) 
L e t ' s  s t a r t  at the very beginning � It logic a l  p l ac e  to s t a r t .  
When y o u  Tp. ltd . y o u  begin w i t h  A ,  B ,  C ,  
But when you ' r e  Tll.ppin " bo u t  SIS , i t ' s  "DOUGH , RAY, ME". 
(Dough, r a y ,  me ? )  Yes· Dough, ray . me ! 

The f i r s t  three words j u s t  happen t o  be : 
Dough, RRY . He . Dough, RAY . Me , F e ,  So , L a .  T i  • • •  
To e l abora t e :  

I t ' So  DOugh, m y  de a r .  tha t brings them h e r e ;  
ThereTS gonna be 8 BOOH f o r  s ix t o  e i g h t  y e a T s .  
Then t h e  r u l e s  s a y .  "STOP! You c an ' t  make n o  mor e . "  
And that ' s  when BUST comes knock i n '  a t  t h e  door. 

PAy i s  for RADIOACTIVE WASTE; If i t  gets in the wa t e r , tha t ' s  IT for THIS p l a c e !  
ME a n d  m y  fami l y .  l i v i n '  in f e a r ;  
Keep t h a t  P l u tonium !1. f r o m  here ! 

SO they go t t t'  transport it over our roads; 
Idon ' t  need to remind ya tha t ' s  a deadly lot'd, 
And you ' l l  wonder where the Tour i s t s  wen t ,  
I f  you ever have a "Pub l ic i zed" Acc i d e n t !  

T h e  LAw i s  God ' s :  "Thou sh a l t  not k i l l " ,  
( L i ke-t h ey ' r e d o i n '  t o  t h e  schoo l s  w i t h  their funding b U I  • • •  ) 
How many jobs a r e  wor th the dues 
�"e ' 1 1  p�y i f  those 'Warhettds ever g e t  u s e d ? ! ! !  
T i s  f o r  To t a l  Ann i h i l a t i on - o f  a l l  the People - o f  every na t io n ,  
B u t  t h e  experts a l l  pre t t y much tt g r e e  -
'We ' ve got .... 1 1  the P l u tonium we ne e d !  
'Wh i l e  t h e  leaders a r e  t r y i n '  to reDUCE t h e  s to re s ,  
The D . O . E .  j u s t  wants t o  make mor e !  

0 . 0 .  E o  , that spe l l s  DOE, 
And that brings u s  b"3Ck to where we were befo ' .  
Here ' s  where I ' U  try to sum i t  a l l  u p ;  
P l e a s e  don ' t  try to i n t e r r u p t .  

N o w ,  I b e l ieve there ' s  go t t lt  be c l eaner means 
To s t im u l a t e  our ec onomy -
The r e ' s  microchips ttnd french fry machines; 
P l enty o f  ways to keep us in the green! 

Can you look your chi ldren in the eye 
And confess you d i dn ' t  even try 
To take a b i t e  o u t  o f  Nuclear Crime 
By speak i n '  o u t  wh i l e  there �e t l t ' VBS time7 

Now, l e t  the speeches continue, Ma ' ams and s i r s ,  
I hope you weigh c a r e f u l l y  B i l  you ' ve heard ! 
And , d i d  you catch my d T i f t ,  blowin' in the w i n d ,  
Or do I h a v e  t o  rap i t  to y o u  a l l  o v e r  a g d n ? ?  
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Notic e o f  Public Hearing o n  S I S  Fac i l i t y  

Harch 2 9 .  1 9 8 8  

Bohe , Idaho 

I supp ort the No Act i on a lt e r n a t ive r egarding t h e  Spec i a l  
Isotope Project being c o n s� r uc t ed a t  t he INEL s i t e  i n  Southea s t  
Idaho . !i.o Act ion a l t ernat lve means not bui lding the S I S  i n  Idaho 
or anywhere else . 

I have been a member of t h e  Carpent e r s  and J o i n e r s  Uni o n , 
Loc .. l 2 8 1 6 ,  since 1 97 9 .  I ' m  a proud u n i o n  member , but I do n o t  
.. gree ..... ith J i m  Kerns a n d  t h e  AFL-C IO i n  t h e i r  support o f  t h e  
SIS. I cannot compromi s e  m y  pr i n c i p l e s  t o  support a f e w  s h o r t 
lived union jobs . I r ea l i ze. t ha t  un i on s  a r e  s t rugg l i ng t o  s t a y  
a l i v e  in Idaho ,  b u t  supp or t i ng t he c o n s t r uc t i on o f  t h e  S I S  w i t h  
1 0  m.any questi on s about hea l t h  and s a fety unanswered, i s  t e r r ibly 
Yl'ong. 

I aha have doub t s  about the economic boom t hat the SIS i s  
lupposed to bring t o  Sout h e a s t  Idaho . What wi l l  happen when t he 
SIS il Icheduled to shut down in 6-7 y e a r s ?  Idaho must concen
trate on permanent j obs for the futur e ,  n o t  j us t  a few highly 
Ipecialized jobs for a few year s . Think about i t !  

I also have doubts and que s t i on s  c o n c er n i ng t h e  safety o f  

tnn.porting highly radioac t ive was t e s . The S I S  wi l l  gener a t e  

4 4 0  toni of radioactive was t e s  every year . Just one acc i de n t  has 

the potent ial to cause i rreve r s i b l e  harm to Ida ho ' s  two most 

prominent industries . agr i c u l t ure and t our i sm .  I per s o n a l l y  do 
not vant to eat potat oes t h a t  glow in t h e  dark. Another ques t i on 
of safety concerns t h e  contaminat i on of t h e  Snake River Aqu i fer . 
An earthquake or accident again has t h e  p o t en t i a l  t o  contaminat e 
our lource of fresh water for t housands of years: . Why must we 

live with this threat? 

Finally, I cannot support any facet o f  the nuc l ear arms 
rac e ,  Let ' a  face i t  . . .  the S I S  is a bomb fact ory that w i l l  
manufacture plutonium , wh o s e  a o l e  purp o s e  i s  t o  a r m  nuc l ear 
..... arhe .. d. . I find it repr ehen s i b l e  to support the produc t i on of a 
.....el.pon that hal the potent i a l  to des t r oy t h e  earth and a l l  of i t s  
inh .. bitant • .  

I n  conclusion , would l ike t o  borrow t h e  popular phrase 
that ...... all have heard b e i n g  ulled i n  the a n t i -drug campa ign , and 
direct i t  to the DOE regarding their f i  .. a l  :t�c i s i on on whether or 
not t o  build the SIS . . . . . . .  JUSY SAY NO 

4�n� r--4445 Greer SOi • •  , Idah o  
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TBSTIMONY OP PATRICIA D .  ADMIRB 

RBt BHVIROHMBHTAL IMPACT OP THE S . I . S .  PROJBCT AT I . N . E . L .  

HEARING DATB: KARCH 2 9 ,  1988 I N  BOISB, IDAHO 

Mr . Eiguren: 

May open my remarks by quoting from page 8-1 o f  the Executive 
Summary regarding this project, which states in part: 

"This DEIS is being made available to the general public 
and interested governmental agencies to provide them with 
an opportunity to comment on the � of this DEIS 
and the � of the alternatives discussed . "  

Technological data, quantities, probabilities and theories have 
a l l  been quite thoroughly discussed from both sides by people who 
are much more qualified to speak on those subjects than I .  
However, l ike the manipulation o f  figures by a shrewd accountant , 
I know that the weight of " facts and f igures" can be shi fted from 
side to side , depending on the purpose to be accomplished . (For 
examp l e ,  our accountant may stress figures and projections 
reflecting positive growth when the company seeks venture capitol . 
But he will stress its losses when the time comes to report tax 
obligations � )  

Unfortunately, the same process is taking place here but with 
S . I . S ,  we , a l l  have a great deal more at stake . I contend that 
this Draft Environmental Impact statement is completely inadequate 
in its scope regarding the merits of the alternatives discussed, 
for it presumes that our "ENVIRONMENT" is the piece of ground upon 
which we stand, the air we breathe , the water we drink, OR supply 
side economics . 

Our "ENVIRONMENT" is so much more. It is our day-to-day 
experiences, our focus of THOUGHTS AND PRIORITIES. It is how we , 
as adults, handle problems and by our example how we teach our 
children . In this ENVIRONMENT , we still seem to be teaching our 
children that . .  MIGHT . •  MAKES . •  RIGHT, or the that country with 
the deadliest capabil ity is RIGHT. 

I believe I can best il lustrate my point by al legory . 

There once were two grand estate s ,  peopled by very l arge extended 
families. The Coun c i l  of Patriarchs of each estate felt it was 
their responsibil ity to protect their respective fam i l ies , so each 
invested in guard dogs . But one Patriarch noticed that the guard 
dogs protecting the other estate were larger than h i s .  So he en
couraged his family to invest in more and larger dogs . The second 
patriarch decided to show his prowess at protecting his family, so 
he switched from guard dogs to l ions . These big cats were very 
very impressive. But not to be outdone , the first Patriarch 
decided to add siberian Tigers to his s i z able pack o f  dogs . 

Some members of both families expressed growing concern about the 
unpredictable nature of these guard anima l s ,  the occasional 
inadvertent destruction they caused, the trouble in feeding and 
maintaining them but their complaints were dismissed as the 
Patriarchs reassured the people how safe they were. And the 
complaints of the people subsided . 

Beginning to fear that the Patriarchs with the tigers might 
actually attack his estate , our second Patriarch heard of a remote 
area sitings of the dread Sabortooth tiger were reporte d .  H e  sent 
an envoy and successfully captured a pair o f  these immense and 
powerful creatures . These animals too, were hard to handle and 
very unpredictable .  Not to be outdone, our first Patriarch also 
captured a pair o f  these anima l s .  But the problems faced by the 
all of the other members of both families increased dramatically. 
They spent a l l  o f  their time trying to feed and contain these ani
mal s .  When one did escape, it did great damage to property 
and even occasionally devoured a child or an adult resident of the 
estate . 

Stil l ,  the noble Patriarchs explained that the losses sustained 
had to be tolerated for the bene fit o f  protecting the whole fam
ily . But finally, the pressure of the wives and mothers who had 
more keenly felt these losses , and the frustrated workers who had 
to tend these animals forced the two Patriarch Counci l s  to meet 
and agree to reduce these guard anima l s .  

An agreement was reached and there was great rej oicing throughout 
the land. But secretly, each council fearing the integrity of the 
other, had heard about a land where Mastodons could be found . . . . .  l'nL(lO/75/pe..c T�UL:&� �OJP_ F�$.. cV 
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TESTIMONY OF 

MARX 8. BRU8KOPP 

TO THE 

DBPAIl'l'llB1I'l' OP BDRGY 

CONCERNING THE 

8PBCIAL 180TOPB 8BPARATOR 
PROJBCT 

March 2 9 , 1988 

Boise, Idaho 

The SIS proj ect has been a very controversial issue. People are 

concern with the environmental impacts, economic benefits, national 

security requirements, and moral issues. I would l ike to briefly 

discuss the economic bene[ i ts .  

supposedly, this prf)ject will cost roughly $900 million, employ 750 

poople, and supply 400 construction jobs for 5 years. To put these 

figures in perspective, they should be compared to the benefits of 

other projects in Idaho. First, the Tuppe:ntare plant in Jerome 

employs 750 people at full capacity. To replace this facil ity it would 

cost around $44 million. In other words, one could build 20 

Tuppe:ntare plants and employ over 15000 people for the price of one 

SIS facility. In this case the only environmental concern, is that 

Idaho residents would be up to their arm pits in plastic containers. 

Second, is the Boise mall project. When it is finished there would 

have been an average of 500 workers day at that site for 18 months. 

The mall will employ between 1200-1500 people and cost roughly $40 

million. In other words, one could build 2 2  malls, employee 30000 

workers for the price an SIS facility. The biggest concern here, 

the traffic problems that would result from buses with shoppers 

arriving from Salt Lake and Portland. 

Finally, one should examine the economic trickle down effect of these 

projects. with the Tuppe:ntare plant and the Boise mall, the products 

will go from manufacturers, to distributors, to the retail outlets where 

people purchase and use them to their benefit. with the SIS project, 

the plutonium pellets will be sent to Rocky Flats, placed into a nuclear 

warhead, and then stored in concrete silo a hundred feet underground, 
• 

with the hope that it will never be used. The question that must be 

asked is, "How does this benefit the people of Idaho? " .  

I n  conclusion, there i s  no doubt that the SIS project will produce 

jobe, bring money and high tech industry into the state. But, the 

price is high for the benefits received. If one is really i�terested 

in attracting industry to Idaho there are many other alternatives 

that are less expensive and risky. 

sis_hrg 
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Testimony prepared for the S I S  hearing, Boi s e ,  March 2 6/2 9 , 1 9 8 8  

FROM: Betty R .  Matzek 
798 Dolson Lane 
Eagle, ID 83616 

One g e t s  t h e  feeling t h a t  t h e  S I S  has taken on a l i f e  of 

its own without regard to logic or reason, like �he ancient 

j uggernaut that once set in motion cannot be s topped . The 

proposal for the Special I so tope Separator does not take into 

account the recent movement toward arms control which could 

result in the increasing availability of plutonium from exist

ing missiles being deactivated . Nor does it acknowledge that 

another technique as effective and less costly called blending 

i s  now available .  

Read�ng the E I S  one also gets the feeling that i t  was 

prepared as a pro forma activity without any regard for thor

oughnes s .  Environmental impact studies generally take into 

account "worst cas e "  seenarios a s  well a s  those with some 

probability of occurring. People I know with more expertise 

in the technical field than I say that there are more accurate 

measures of environmental impact than 1 9 8 0  standards , for 

examp le. 

Whether the S I S  would result in long-term storage at the 

INEL can only be speculation because we seem no closer to a 

solution to sati s f actory waste disposal now than we were years 

ago. Before the S I S  construction proceed s ,  we need also to 

have a plan that would cover the possibility of long-term stor

age on site as wel l .  

My conclusion a t  this time i s  that Option 4 i s  the only 

sensible one , a l l  things considered. S;:tf ). 11/ � 
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March 26 , 1 988 

Occupat i on :  Mechan i c al Eng i ne@r 

Testi mony Ag a i n s t  the Spec i a l I sotope Separator 

I 0PPpO$. t h e  construc t i on of the Spec i a l  I sotope Separator 
F ac i l i t. y .  T h e  proposal f or s u c h  a f ac i l i t y i s  symptoma t i c  of a much 
l arger prob l em ;  t h a t  i s  the n o t i on that we need more p l u t on i um to 

j b u i l d  more nuc l e ar weaponr y .  The present s i tuat i on i s  one whereby l each of the superpowers have �u c l ear arsen a l s  w i t h enough destruc t i ve 
, p ower t o  render ex t i nc t  a l l l l v i n g t h l n g s .  

I t  i s  a n  uneasy p e a c e  t h a t  w e  current l y  e n j o y  know i n g t h a t  a t  any 
t i me the U . S .  and t h e  U . S . S . R .  are capab l e  of destroy i n g not just the 
opponent but the dest r o y i ng t h e  ent i r e wor l d .  Car l Sagan� wh i l e 
addr�e'3 s i ng the U n i ted Nat i ons i n  1 985� warned that an e>( change of 
l ass than 1% of the n u c l ear arsen a l , i f  d i rected at major c i t i e s 
c ou l d  t r i gger a nuc l ear w i n t e r .  The smoke and ash from the burni ng 
c i t i es wou l d  be s uf f i c i ent t o  b l oc k  the sun � s  l i g h t  caus i ng a 
p r ec i p i t o u s  drop i n  the temperature of the earth " s  sur f a c e .  Lakes 
and r i vers wou l d  f r eez e �  no crops c o u l d  b e  grown . Across t h e  g l ob e ,  
5urvi vors of the i n l t i a l n u c l ear b l a s t s  wou l d  succomb t o  starvat i on .  
C l ear l y  then , we have amassed n u c l ear arsen a l s  beyond t h e  scope of 
reason. We are for the moment prec ar l ous l y  sur v i v i n g at the b r i n k of 
@K t i n c t i on .  

I now w i s h  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  the f u l l ex t ent t o  wh i c h  the U . S  and 
U . S . S . R .  have b u i l t  up t h e i r arsen a l s  t o  t h i s  d a y .  

I n  1 9 4 5 .  t h e  Un i t ed S t a t e s  dropped a n u c l ear b o m b  o n  H i r os h i m a .  The 
bomb k i l l ed hundreds of thousands of peop l e .  I t  h a d  a destruc t i ve 
power eq u i v a l e n t  t o  1 4 , 000 o r  1 4  k i l otons of TNT. The n u c l ear 
arsen a l s have grown t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t he i r  destruc t i ve power i s  
d i scussed i n  megatons of TNT. A megaton i s  equal t o  1000 k i l ot o n s  
a b o u t  70 Hi rosh i ma bomb s .  

A t  present we have about 1 8 , 000 megatons o f  destr u c t i ve power i n  
nuc l ea r  arsenal s .  T h i s  wou l d  equal about 1 . 3  m i l l i on Hi rosh l ma 
bombs . 

I am g o i ng to drop a BB represen t l n g  one megaton of TNT or 70 
H i r os h i m a  bomb s .  

Now I ' m  g o i n g  t o  drop three 8B " s  represen t i n g a l l t h e  bombs 
dropped b y  the A l l i ed Forces i n  Wor l d  War I I  

And now, her e ' s  the sound represen t i ng t h e  destr u c t i ve power of 
the n u c l ear arsen a l s of t h e  Un i t ed States and the Sov i et Un i on .  

( t he pour i n g o f  t h e  BB ' s  takes about 2 m i nutes . ] 

b e l l eve t h i s  demonstr a t i on shou l d  q ue l l  anyone " s  e n t h u 5 1 asm f or 
b u i l d i ng more nuc l ear weapon s .  

I t  i s  g r i m l y  i r oni c t h a t  the one creature o n  earth g i f t ed w i t h  the 
greatest c a p a c i t y  � or i n t e l l e c t  and reason h a s  f o r  t h e  l as t  f or t y  
y e a r s  s e t  upon a path t h a t  w i l l  most i ne v I t ab l y l ead to i t s s e l f 
an n i h l at i on .  B u i l d i n g t h e  S I S  i s  y e t  another step down t h a t  p a t h  o f  
ex t i nc t i on .  W e  must move to another p at h ,  t h a t  o f  b I l at e r a l  nuc l e ar 
d i sarmament , before i t  1 5  too l at e .  

3 . 4  



0"1 
N 
I.D 

5 . 9 . 3  

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1 2  

1 . 1  

E673 

I r .  C@@s H .  Hcefnagv l s  
5402 H i  1 1  Road 

Bo i s e ,  1 0  837"'3 

M a r c h  29 , 1 988 

Ev�r s i n c @  my g r a d u a t i o n f r o m  the T@chno l o g i c a l  Uni ver s i t y  
o f  E i nd h o ven , Th& N@ther l a nds , I have b e e n  emp l o yed as an 
eng i neer o r  eng i neer i ng manager in h i gh tech i nd u s t r i es ,  ma i n l y  
i n  p r o c e s � i ng i nd u s t r i e s  such a; e l ec t r o n i c  c h i p  and magne t i c  
r ec o r d i ng med i a  manufac t u r i ng .  I have p a r t i c i p a ted i n  t h e  
devel opment o f  v e r y  e x o t i c process&� s i nc e  1 9 65 w h e n  I s t ar ted a s  
a young eng i neer w i t h Ph i l i p s G l o e i l ampenfab r i ek e n  i n  t h e  
Neth er l and s .  A t  the, request o f  a sem i c onduc t o r  c o m p a n y  i n  
C a l i fo r n i a  I c a m e  t o  t h e  US i n  1 967 . I am now a c i t i zen o f  t h e  
U n i ted S t ates o f  Ame r i c a .  

Dur i n g  t h e  years t h a t  t was i nv o l ved i n  p r o cess d e v e l opment 
one t h i ng b�came c l e a r : r �g ar d l ess of a l l  t h e  prepa r a t i o n t h � t  
go�s i n t o  t h e  evo l u t i o n  o f  a p r o c e ss and n o  m a t t e r  h o w  h a r d  t h e  
b r i g h t e s t  peop l e  w o r k  t o  f o o l p r o o f  a comp l e � t e c h no l o g i c a l  
s y s t e m ,  unfor s�en c i rcumstances a l ways dev� l o p , o f ten l e ad i ng to 
une�pec t ed and somet imes dangerous r esu l t s .  

I d o  n o t  want t o  addre�s t h e  p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  o f  
e v a p o r a t i ng many k i l o g r ams o f  p y r o g e n i c  P l u t o n i u m  i n  a 
or o t her t e c h n i c a l  or g eo l o g i c a l  dangers : I am s u r e  t h a t  y o u  
h a v e  r easonab l e  sounding r e b u t t a l s  t o  a l l  o r  m o s t  o f  t h e m .  

How�ver , I d o  want t o  d r a w  your a t t e n t i o n  f o r  a moment t o  a 
per i o d  of 10 to 20 years ago when anyone who ar gued aga i ns t  t h e  
u s e  o f  f r e o n  i n  c a n s  o f  h a i r s p r a y  w a s  c h a r a c t er i zed as o v � r 
z � a l o u s  a n d  p r � p o s tRr o u s . Nobody c o u l d  have for eseen t h a t  t h e  
d e c a y  o f  the p r o t ec t i ve Ozone l a yer i n  t h e  S t r a t osphere c o u l d  
l e ad t o  a n  i nc r e ase o f  s k i n  c a ncer r a t es o f  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  Y. 

b e t ween now and 1 992 . And we a r e  j u s t  a t  t h e  s t a r t  of th i s  l a te s t  
eco l og i c a l  d i saster , a n d  n o b o d y  k n o w s  h o w  b a d  i t  i s  g o i ng t o  b e ! 

In shor t ,  I abhor t h �  a r r o g a n c �  w i t h wh i c h we p l ac e  0,1 t h e  
sh o u l d e r s  o f  f u t u r e  gen�r a t i o ns t h �  c a r �  o f  r a d i o ac t i v e w a s t e s  as 
w e l l as t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d e s t r uc t i o n o f  l ar g e  areas o f  l a nd . F u t u r e  
gener a t i o ns , i f  t h e r e  a r e  go i ng t o  b e  any , w i l l  a l mo s t  c er t a i n l y  
c u r se t h e  c o nc e i ted and s e l f - c e n t �rQd peop l e  o f  the twent i e t h 
c e n t ur y .  L e t  us n o t  add to o u r  c o l l �c t i ve l i ab i l i t y  by b u i l d i ng 
t h e  S I S .  We do not want I d a h o  to e a r n  name r e c o g n i t i o n  t h e  way 
Three M i l e  I s l ands or Cher nob y l  h a v e  earned t h e i r 

Do n o t  b u i l d t h e  Spec i a l  I so t ope Sepa r a t o r . 

Thank you for c o n s i d e r i ng my c o nc e r ns . 
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Hel l o ,  m y  name i s  Jon ��n a p p .  am a s e n i  or- at 

Centenn i a l H i g h  School and I l i ve at 999 Eag l e  H i l l s  Way i n  

Eag l e  . 

I r-emember s t ud y i n g  i n  my Amer i c an Gover-nment c l ass l as t  

semester- about t h e  s iZe o f  out'" g o v e r n m e n t  bur-eauc r- a c y .  I t  

h a s  become so l ar g e  over- t h e  y e a r- s  t h a t  t h a t eve� t h e  

P r e s I d e n t  c a n n o t  s t o p  t h e  advan c i n g s I z e  of t h e  bureaucracy. 

I t  is as if t h e  so c a l l ed " d emocrat I c "  government that we 

s ub m I t  t o  has turned i n t o  a d i c t a t or i a l F r- a n �' e n s t e l n  monster-

t h at is qui t e  a b l e and w i l l i n g t o  commi t acts of p h y s i c a l  

agressl on , l i ke L yb i a  a n d  N i car-ag u a ,  a s  we l l  as econom i c  

agr-ess i on , wh i c h i s  easy t o  get away w i t h  because l es s  

vi si b l e . 

The wh o l e  t h i n g  i s  beaut i f u l l y  e}:ecLlted , though . 1 have 

t o  g i ve them c r ed i t  f or- t h a t . A l l those m i l l i on s  of peop l e-

p a r t s  wor- k i n g i n  per-fect t an d e m .  I t ' s  l i k e t h e  s p a c e  

shutt l e .  Not h i n g  c an g o  wr-on g � 

The 5. 1 . 5 . i s  a per-fect examp l e  of what I am t a l k I n g  

about . The D . D . E . b r i n g s  out t h i s  p r o p o s a l  and s ay s ,  " How 

about b u i l d i n g  a n i c e  f ac t or y  over t h e r e ,  Mr- . Senator? We 

can ma�e toys for- your k i d s  t o  p l ay w i t h when they get to be 

respon s i b l e ,  l i k e And on top of that , t h e  peop l e  W I l l  

l ovE' you. YOLI can g e t  re-el ected . "  

So Mr . Senator turns t o  LIS, smi l es a l o t ,  and s ay s ,  " I ' m 

hE'r-e t o  do you a f avor . I want to b u i l d  you a p l ac e  wher-e 

you c a n  earn an honest wage. I t ' s  f un f or- t h e  k i d s ,  un t i l  
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they 'get cancer * I t ' s  good for the economy. If you c a n ' t  

get a job a t  t h e  S . I . S . , you c a n  a l ways get a job t r e a t i n g 

cancer p at i en t s  at the hosp i t a l . I t ' s  good f or your coun t r y .  

I g n o r e  those commi e-l i b � a l s  w h o  say t h a t  a nuc l ear bomb i s  

i n tended t o  h u r t  peop l e .  I t  p r omotes f r eedom , i t  doesn ' t  

t a k e  I t  away. Hol d i n g t h e  wor l d  hostage w i t h  our n u c l ear 

arsenal is a c t ua l l y  an e}( t en s i on of t h e  Second Amendment that 

the Foun d i n g  Father s ,  God rest t h e i r sou l s ,  f or g o t  to 

i n c l ud e .  So, what d o  you s a y ? "  

W h a t  d o  w e  s a y ?  W h a t  d o  1 s a y ?  NO ! I w i  1 1  not 

t o l erate any more v i o l en c e �  I w i l l  never f orQ l ve t h e  recent 

Pres I d ents who have brought t h i s nucl ear horror upon u s .  

cannot support a n y  p r o j ec t  desi gned t o  p r ov i d e  j u s t  enough 

economi c growth to make i t sel f a t t r a c t i ve ,  but not �nough to 

provi d e  a n y  l ong-ter m ,  s t ab l e  econom i c found at i on .  And I 

c er t a i n l y  cannot support the S . I . S . I ur g e  a l l of you to 

r e s i s t t h e  monster that has emer ged . Say n o  t o  Frankenst e i n .  

Say n o  t o  S . l . S . 
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Fol lowing my oral testimony I would l i ke to sutl r m t  t h i s  document as my 
written testimony to further undersco,"e my complete reJ e c t , on of the proposal 
to place the Special I sotope Separator Proj ect at the Idaho Noti onal Engineering 
Laboratory Agai n ,  I do not what this  f a C i l i t y  t o  be constructed i n  Id�ho under 
My CI rcumstances, 

I S  THERE TRUEL Y A NEED? 

I ni t i a l l y ,  I questIOn the need for the Depa,"tment of  Energy's p l an fo," 
production of plutonium is based on " c lassif Ied document, the Nuclear Weapons 
Stockpi l e  Memorandum (NWSM) WIthout access to thIS document it I S  
i m possible to know I f  t h e  need f o r  plutonium i s  l egi tunate 

Hiere i s  no claSS i f I ed appendix addressing need I n  the SpeCIal  I sotope 
Separator Project Droit E'Wlronmental Impact Statement.  Other EnVIronmental 
Impact Statement's prepared for faci l I tIes wIH, a notI onal security mission 
have i ncl uded 0 classif ied  appendix that f u l l y  addresses n,e questIOn of need 
The appendIX shoul d be avaIlable t o  the Us. Congress so tMt H,ey may make on 
I nformed deCISIOn on whether they should appropri ate  money for the SpeCIal 
Isotope Separator Project 

The Deportment of Energy has stated that the Special  I sotope Separator 
Proj ect is needed to provide "redundancy", "f leXIb i l i ty", and "technological 
divers i t y" I n  plutonium production Hils J us t I f I ca t i on I S  lost on me, i t  i s  a 
total l y  obscure point.  The Droit EnVIronmental Impact S t a t ement should 
address these pOi nts  I n  more det a i l ,  i nc l l.ld ing scenarios H,at would expl a in  why 
these needs e:� ist .  In oH,er words, what c�,ain of events would create a need for 
"rapid increases in plutOnium production capacity" that the SpeCIal I sotope 
Separator Project would a l l eged l y  prol/ide? 

I would l I k e  to point out that there are oH,er obvious opt ions currently 
exi sting w�r ich could provide "redundancy" and " f l eXI b i l i t y "  I n  p lutOnium 
productIOn These Incl ude: restart ing  the N reactor (w�r1n, i s  undergOing safety 
modI f i catIOns and being placed in cold stand-by); processing SpeCIal  I sotope 
Separotor' feed plutOnium i n  the Special Isotope Separator Project prototype 
faCI l i t y  already under const ,"uct ion at the Lawrence L l I/ermore Laboratory, 
bl ending the Special Isotope Separator feed plutOnium w I n, supergrade 
plutonium to  make weapon-grade and uSIng SpeCial I sotope Separator feed 
plutonium i n  i t s  current form for weopons 
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ECONOMIC I MPACT I S  NOT ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED 

'There i s  obsolutely  no ment l On mede of the l i mited fuel supply and t.he 
seven to eight year oper-at rng l i fe of the Specral Isotope Separator ProJ ect. I n  
the Draft Environmental Impact. St.atement W�rat w i l l  t'e tt',e i mpact of !',peclal 
Isot.ope Separator ProJect shutdown on l ocal and reglOnal econornles 

I f i nd it unbeli evable t.hat no mention i s  made of tt',e econornle consequences 
In the event of a plant or t.ransportation accident.  Hie econorniC effect.s of a 
serious accident which could cont.ami nate SOi l ,  water Or hig�"vV'�Ys must. be 
provIded Even a rTilnor- accident could �,ave dramatic Impact. on PUt, ] l (  rel a t I Ons 
and marketing of I da�,o agncul tuural prodl.lCts and recre(itional lndu·;try Vet., 
there IS no analysis. addressIng an acci dent scenario of any magnlt.ude 

I t  seems clear t o  me th�t there fwe speci f l c  qlJ£lstions orr the econo m i c  
dimension of l I VIng, o w n i n g  propert'j or  d O I n g  business n e x t  t.o a nuclear 
weapons pl ant that are at,sent from t.he Draft Environmental I mpact. Statement. 
Hie Draf!.  Environment,�1 Impact St ,�tement s�,ould i ncl ude the cost of l ost 
econormc opportun i t I es for t� ,e region, state and Idaho Nati onal Engineering 
Laboratory because of the presence of a nuclear weapons produc t i on plant 

n,e Draft Envir-onmental I mpact Statement has f a i l ed to support. claims n,at 
n,e SpecIal Isotope Separator Project W i l l  create economIc spinoffs of pr-ovide 
t.echnology transfer. I t  i s  self-evident t.hat tr,e operat i ng l i fe of the Special 
Isotope Separator precludes any last ing economIC benef i t  of  the c,pec l al Isotope 
Separator ProJect. 

AddI t ional ly ,  I n  my mind there I S  a very real question as to the feas i b i l i t'j 
of funding a proJect l i k e  the Special  Isotope Separator i n  l i eu of 01."
mult l-tn l l i o n  d o l l ar federal def ic it .  11any defense programs are being cut. The 
Draft Environmental I mpact Statement f a i l s  t o  address the economIc i m pact. of 
the possi b i l i t y  of the funding for the Special I sotope Separator Project being 
cut during construction or operation 

WHY IS THE SPEC I A L  I SOTOPE SEPARATOR NOW SLATED FOR IDAHO? 

The SpeCIal I sotope Separator Project was ori ginal l y  sl ated to be bUI l t  M 
Hanf ord. In what many consIder to be a pol i t I cal move, the Department of 
Energy announced In August 1 966 that I daho Nati onal Englneenng Labor,3tor-y 
was the preferred choice. The Draft Environmental Impact St,�tement confirms 
that there is no environmental Just i f icat ion  for bu i ld ing the SpeCI a l  Isotope 
Sep,�rator- at I daho Nati onal EngIneering Laboratory as compared to the  other
two s Ites  or the no action alternative 

The Department of Energy has seriously contaminated the envi ronrnent a t  ItS 
Hanford, 58vannoh RIver, Rocky Fl ats, Fernald, Los A I ,�mos, Oak RIdge and 
Li vermore nuclear 'vveapons design and product i o n  faci l i ti es. Perrl ''jps ttl i s  is 3 . 2 .  1 
dir-ectly related to the Department of Energy's further expansion i nto Id ,�ho. 

Since the Department of Energy i s  a self-regu l a t i ng federal agency, operating 3 .' 2 . 1 8 
with  no outsIde oversi ght,  I am venj skepti cal  of i t s  a b I l i t y  to abide by I t S  own 
rules and then polIces I tself  

The Idaho National Engineering L,�boratory operations have already released 5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 
m i l l ions of cl,,-ies into t.he a Ir, groundwater and SOI l .  Addit1Onal ly,  three 
nucleer cri t I cal i ty  acci den t s .  S I m i l a r  t o  one of the faci l i ty ,�ccidents 
postulated for n,e Special  I sotope Sep,�rator ProJect, 11ave a l ready occured at 5 . 1 . 4 6 
the Ida�,o NotIonal EngIneering Laboratory, Ida�,o Chemical Processing Plant 

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL I MP L I CATI ONS ON IDAHO RES I DENTS 

Although many Idaho National Englneenng Laboratory projects are defense 
related, the emphasis at the site has alw,�ys been engineering, researn" and 
peaceful appl ications of nuclear t.echnology The SpeCIal  I sotope Separator i s  a 
faci l i t y  with the sole miss10n of prodUCing pl utOnium for use In nuclear 
weapons. Bui lding the Spec i a l  I sotope Separator at INEL would be a drast i c  
departure from its  tradI tional focus, potent i a l l y  affecting worker and 
community moral 

3 . 3 . 1  

3 . 3 . 2  

The Dr-aft EnVIronmental Impact Statement does not address tile moral and 
psychologicol impact, espeCI a l l y  on chi l dren, of l i ving  in a stote or commun i t y  
which I S  economI cal ly  reliant on producing weapons capeble of destroying 
modern C IV I l Ization and the global  envi ronment. In the some vein,  the Draft 2 .  7 .  2 
Environmental Impact St.atement does not address the  i mpact of i ncreased fear 
regional residents may feel knowi ng that they are l i ving  near a prime target i n  
a nuclear eXChange. F e,�r o f  releases o f  plutonium, fear of t h e  dangers of 2 . 7 . 1 0  
hazardous matenal transportati on, and fear of economIc col l apse should a l so 
be addressed 

INADEQUATELY ADDRESSING WASTE D I SPOSAL 

According to the Draft Environmental I mpact Statement, a l l  TRU wastes 
(those that ore contaminated with  pl utOnium) generated by SpeCIal Isot ope 
Separator operatIOns woul d be tr,�nsported t o  the Waste I so l o t 1 On Pilot Project 
i n  New Mexico, whIch i s  stil l  under construction. The report states that  440 
tons (1'170 cubic feet) of TRU waste w i l l  be generated by the Special  I sotope 
Separator Project annually 
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'let,  the New '1ork Ti mes hos reported thot \'/ ,%te Isol otion P i l o t  ProJect Ms 
developed leaks that some scientists contend w i l l  make it useless. The 
Depol'trnent of Energy flas asked the National Academy of SC1enee to look i nto 
tr,e recent problems. Sti l l ,  no o l t ernot1 '.'e t o  d1Sposol at the 'rIaste Isolat10n 
P l I o t  Project i s  mentioned i n  the Draft Env1ronmental Impact Statement 

'Iou can understand my concern when tr,e Deportment of Transporat ion  Ms 
refused to  approve the $ 1 00 m i l l i o n  TRUPACT cask des1gn that the Deportment 
of Energy was pl anning t o  use to  Sf t ip  TRU waste to the \I'aste I so l a t 1 0n P l l o t  
Pro lect,  because the c a s k  l eaked. T h e  Department of Energy h a s  yet to c o m e  up 
Winl an acceptable design.  The cask design shou l d  meet the Department of 
Transportati on' s approval pnor to the consideration o f  the Specl a l  Isotope 
Separator Pro j ect. 

How can anyone ignore that there are already 4.4 m i l l ion cubic feet of 
TRU waste l n  storage at I daho Notional Engi neering Laboratory. For trllry-flve 
years, the Idaho National  Engineering LaboratorlJ has been a "temp.0rory: 

storage slte.  (Recent studies show tr,at pl utonium has contamlnated sediment 
be,js 23.0 feet below the  burial grounds.) 

Idaho off ic1a ls  have been working fOl' nearly twenty years to have the 
eXlsting l nventory of TRU waste removed from Idaho Natl Onal Engineenng 
Laboratory. But the Deportment of Energy has cont mual l y  broken promlses to  
ShlP  the waste to a slte  tllat meets their criteria for safe storage I n  a 1 98(' 
edi tori a l ,  The I dahO Statesman reacts to yet another delay in  waste removal 
"So tfle 'tem�orary: storage of nuclear waste in Idaho w i l l  continue. Tr,is i s  
unacceptable The I daho Nat lOnal Engmeenng Laboratory 51te l S  one of the 
worst places t o  store wastes. It sits on top Of the Snoke River P l a i n  Aqui fer, 
the source of fresh water for much of Southern Idaho. And it is a l so ln a 
geological l y  act ive area. The potentlol for problems is too great to 1 9nol'e" 

In 1 988, I dahO contmues to be a "temp.0rory: storage s i t e  for Special 
Isotope Separator Project wastes, too? What if the Waste Isolat ion Pi lot  
Project  fal l s  to open? Hie Draft  Env1ronmental Impact Statement f o i l s  to 
address trt is cri t l c al question. Construction on the Special  I sotope Separator 
Project s�,ould  not begin u n t i l  waste disposal plans are fi nal i zed. 

TRANSPORTAT I O N  OF HAZAROOUS MATER I ALS NOT ADDRESSED 

Since tons of plutoni um-contaminated wastes and other ha2ardous 
matenals wi l l  travel on Idaho's highways. All  federal and state highways i n  
Idaho are potential  transportatlOn routes for these maten �ls .  H e  publ i c  has no 
way of knowlng when and where these shipments w i l l  be t.raveling. The 
pl utonium feed wi l l  be t.ransported from Hanford t o  Idaho Nati onal Engi neering 
Laboratory as plutonium oxide, a powder. If the shipping casks were to be 
punctur'ed, the powder would be dlspel'sed i n  the air and recovery of the h ighly  
toxic and l ong l i ved plutonlum would be impossible 

Hie Draft Envi.-onment.al Impact Statement f o i l s  to  mention the type of 
emergency response tr,at would be needed t.o deol w l th on occi dent that 
involved the release of plutonl um: what kind of med i c al treatment, cl ean-up 
equipment, securi t y  considerations, evacuation and al ternative route 
procedures This i nformatlOn needs to  be provided, as well as detai led  data on 
the resources currently ln the possesslOn of  I daho emergency response teams 

Construction of the Spec l a l  I sotope Separator a t  Hanford (w�lere the Speci ol 
I s o tope Separator Project was ori gi n a l l y  planned to be bUl l t )  would have 
greatly reduced the transport ation risks associ ated wlth the Special  I sotope 
Separator. But instead we are asked to  b l i ndly  accept those risks wi thout 
quont i t at lve data c l early establ l shing  parameters of l i a b i l l ty.  

OPERAT ION & POSTULATED ACCI DENT IMPACTS ARE I NCOMPLETE 

Since the design of the Special Isotope Seporator p lant  is s t i l l  pre l i mi nary 
and the f u l l -scale demonstration faci l i t y  is under construction at the Lawrence 
Llvermore Lobs i n  Cal 1fornia -- and won't begin running tests until after 
construction has started on the Special I sotope Separator pl ant. How con 
credible safety predict ions, accldent scenarios and ri sk evaluati ons be mode 
before the process has been f u l l y  tested? Construction of the Special Isotope 
Separator sflould not begin unt i l  the demonstration faci l i ty has been operated 
successfu l ly  and a finol design for the plant has been prepared ond approved 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR WAR 

The only use for the product of the Special Isotope Separotor plant,  
plutonium 239, i s  as on explosive i n  nuclear worheads. The Draft Environmentol 
Impact Statement makes no mention of  the catastrophic environment"1 effects 
tMt would occur i f  those worheads were ever used. 
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The legal l y  avai loble quanti t y  of Speciol I sotope Separator feed plutonlunl 
is l i m i t ed (opproxi motely  6 tons), and w i l l  be exhousted ofter s ix  to eight years of SpeCial Isotope Separator PrOject operation . . . .  Any abl l i 1 ty of the 
Special Isotope Seporator to provide "redundoncy", "technological diversity" or 
"f lexibi l i ty" w i l l  d iminish annLla l ly  and cease entirely  after seven to  ei g�lt 
years. The only way the Spec i a l  I s o tope Separator Project could continue to 
provide weapon-grade plutonium after SIX  to  eight years of operat ion  i s  i f  
p lutOnium recovered from commericol nucleor power plont spent fuel were used 
as feed Such e transfer of plutonium from commerc i al to m i l i t.ary uses would 
violate the spiri t of the Nuclear Non-prol i fera t i o n  TreMy and set a dangerous 
precedent for the world Vet this is not addressed i n  the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement 

THERE IS NO NEED FOR MORE PLUT O N I UM 

In a 1 987 report Senator Hatf ie ld  states t h o t  the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile 
Memorandum, " is  a Wish l i st of  nuclear weapons for the Pentagon. Over the lost 
s ix  yeors, it  has olwoys overesti moted the number of weapons to be produced -
sometimes be a factor of two." 

Also, in 0 recent news releose the Deportment of Energy states that. the N 
reactor "wi l l  not be needed to meet demand for new plutonium reduced as a 
result of the Deportment of Defense restructuring of i t s  nucl ear programs." 
The Deportment of  Energy stMes thot plutonium needs "could be met from three 
reactors at  Savannah River Plant .  and through plutonium recovery from 
nucleor weapons retired as a result of the recent US-Soviet treaty." 

When you consider thot the s i gning of the I NF treaty w i l l
· 

free up two tons of 
weopon-grode plutonium. If  current nego t i a t i ons on 0 50:1: strategic force 
cutbock ore successful, plutonium equoling eight t i mes the amount to  be 
produced by the Special I sotope Separotor Project w i l l  be mode ovoi lable for 
new weopons produc tions. It i s  apporent that the U.S has odequate stockpiles 
of plutonium to meet national defense needs. The Us. has opproximotely 1 1 20 
tons of weopon-grode plutonium. This  plutonium does not wear out. It has a 
she l f  l i fe of 20,000 years. According to the Los Angeles T i mes, "The 
Deportment of Energy soid the decis ion  (to put N reoctor i n  cold-standby). 
wos based on a f i nding that the government's p lutonium stockpi le  i s  suffiCi ent 
to meet foreseeable demonds for new weapons." 

Thonk you for your pat i ence, ond please toke these inSights to  heart Do not 
ploce the Speciol  I sotope Seporator Project in Idoho. 
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W .. are b .. i n g  •• ked to b u i l d  .. f ac i l i t. y  we dont. nRed, wi t.h IIIOn.y we 

dont havv, basad on t.Rchn o l og y  WIt hAv.n " t.  devel oped. 

We arB' b .. ing told Wli should bui 1 d i t  .t a !Ii i  t. . .... ay fro,.. th. raw 

",.t.eri al�, <in.,.y from the wast.e di spasal 9i te, and away from th. 

Assemb l y  sit. of the f i n i shed product � 

At. thi s !Sit.e, far away from anyt.hing conmtct..d wit.h i t ,  "". Mi l l  

proce5S th. most. t.ox i c  substance known t o  .an. Pl ut.onium does not occur 

nat.ural l y .  I t.  is • by-product of a nucl ear reac t. i on .  It rama i n g  t.o)C i c  

f or 2"0 . 000 y ... r s .  � V·O!=-, �12C� u..£, t:\tu. � VJ\U--1X.. �'E- . ?� WE:. G:uu:> 'l3ol� \\:" 11'1 Wc..'>,\-\ , D .C • • . .  
Now we <ilre t.old t.hat. t.he o . O . E .  ",ant.s t.o bui l d  a p l ut.on i u  ... p Lant. t.o 

.""'�)I,,�,ut'1 
provide m.t. .w- i a l  for nucl."r ..... rheads, <ilnd t.o move t. h i g  mat.er i al acr oli. 

our pub l i c  h i ghw<ilYs i n  se,.i-t.r<ili l er s  equ i p ped wit.h gun t.urret.. and ar_d 

guards. Vi s it.ors t.o our 9t. ... t.� wi l l  ba forced t.o �hare t.he road. w i t. h  t.hese 

t.rucks, l eaving a IltUch d i f f erent. impres6ion of Idaho t.han t.he one t.hat. 

a ... e t.rying t.o pro ... ot.e. Shou l d  an accident. occur involving on. of t.hese 

liRilli s ,  even <iln acci dent. t.hat. does not. involve t.he ... el ea.e of ... adiat.ion, 

t.he neW5 report.s wou l d  h<ilve <il devast.at.i ng effect. on t.ouri .... . 

Since ld<ilholi� liUPPort. f o  ... t.h .. f ac i l i t. y  is la ... gel y for RCooo ... i c  

need t.o look a t.  t.h .. fact. t.hat. any econom i c  benef i t.  from t.he f.ci l i t. y  

wi l l  b e  reduced by <il loss of t.ou"' i sm ,  not. only i n  areas near t. h e  s i t. e ,  b u t.  

t. o  t. h e  whole st. ... t. • .  
T h e  c l <il i med economic benef i t. s  a ... e based on construct.ion jobs, which may 

may not. go t. o  Idaho resident.s, t.he p l � tonium processing jobs, which 

would l i ke l y  go t.o peop l e  who are not. p ... esent l y  resi dents, and service 

sector jobs, many of which pay on l y  m i n i mum wage. 

Al l c h i s  for a faci l i t.y the the D . O . E .  admi t s  it. does not. presen t l y  

need, that i t  may never need, and i s  based o n  experi mental t.echnol og y .  
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Add to that the fact that are i n vol ved in negot i . t i on s  with the 

Soviets to reduce the number of nuc l ea r  warhead s ,  and that the U . S �  i s  

strugg l i ng N i t h  an def i c i t  that has forced cutbacks affecting 

every l evel of our soc i et y .  

The envi ronmental impact o f  s i t i ng t h e  f ac i l i ty a t  the L N . E . L .  s i te 

gOR5 beyond the physi c a l  consid&rati ons. The @conomi c benef i t s  ( i f  any) 

Ni l l  be snort l i ved . The D . O . E .  should not con5truct the f a.c i l i ty .t any . 

l ocation .. 

t=:e.\\Z- �0bi4\""C-V\ 
t-ro'1 0' Fc...�\..I:..- �. 
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Pl •••• a l low m. t n t a  aeen.rio to •• t to ton. o� my comment •• 

You l i ve TWO ml 1. �rOM tn. n i gn .enool that your ch i l d  attendw. 

;,J$e ·�t !I' ..... lIA=.b tah·,ShOp' 
<2-

Tn .. ch i ld know. now to rid. a SCHOOL SUB, RUNS track, own. a 

B I KE and you nave ALREADY purcn ••• d a 1983 FORD �or t n t . eh i l d  t o  

DRIVE back .nd �ortn t o  .cnool w i t n .  

I .  i t  REALLY n.c •••• ry tn.n, t o  purcn ••• a 1987 FORD a .  tn.t 

t eenag.r. SECOND c.r? 

Bome o� u. would argue tnat tne i981 FORD i.n' t even NECESSARY. 

(""c>12 TH1lT C H I L [) '1<) .'T1lU0b os,: t1a?L-. 
would l i ke to r • •  pond to t n  • •  0MJ!)J:t� �ic.t ion i n  .upport o� 

t n i .  proJ.ct. Tno •• • re. 

1) tnat w. need . r.dund.ncy i n  p l utonium product ion. 

2 )  Idano n •• d. t n i .  i ndu.try t o  .nnance our .conomy 

3) tn.t tne fed.ra l gov.rnm.nt c.n' t go brok •• 

My r •• pon •• to tn. �1r.t. 

Tn. UB do •• NOT NEED and c.n NOT AFFORD . on. BILL ION dol l ar 

REDUNDANCY. W. cou l d  put tnat Mon.y t o  u •• • l •• wn.r •• For 

.Hampl . .  W. n.v • ••• n r.c.nt l y, i n  B 0 1  • •  , tnat indu.tri •• • r. 

int.r •• t.d in good .cnoo l .  and uni v.ra i t i  ••• 

Educat i on n •• t .k.n a back ••• t to our d.�.n •• budg.t , .nd our 

d.c l i ning BAT .cor •• nav • •  nown tn. r •• u l t .  o� , n i .  type o� 

prior i t i z ing. 

6 . 3  
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Th • •• cond . 

How wi l l . pl utonium factory i mpact our ESTABLI SHED indust r i  ••• 

Our w i ld l i fe, f i sheri •• , agr i c u l t ure, recr.at ion, and for •• t 

product. industri •• requ ire cl •• n a i r ,  water and land that w. in 

Idaho have b •• n protect i n g .  D o  w .  r.a l l y  ... ant t o  chang. our 

• t a t .  motto to r.ad FAMOUS PLUTONIUM POTATOES • 

And a p l utonium factory w l l l  impact tho •• indu.tri •• even i f  a l l  

•• t.b l i _hed .af.ty procedur •• are fO l l owed. 

Every . i t .  that ha. anyth ing to do w i t h  p l ut on i um ha. b. 

contaminated to • gr.ater or l •••• r degr... Th. draft E I B  h •• 

• t a t _  that rad iat ion wi l l  occ •• iona l l y  b. r.l •••• d in to the air, 

3 . 2 . 1 6 .... t.r .'fl uenc., and if it :l .'�h. a i r  it ... :l l l  event ua l l y  get into 

the soi l .  Th i .  1. true at the INEL. I g noring the add.d 

6 . 3  

rad iat ion by adding i t  t o  the b.ckground r.d i at ion i .  not an 

.n ..... r. 

W�O wi l l  buy IDAHO' S FAMOUS PLUTONIUM POTATOES. 

The t h i rd Ju.t i f ic.t i on l  

The F.deral gov.rnm.nt can' t g o  brok •• 

We .r • •  add le � i t h  a TRILLION dol l .r d.pt to •• t t l.. Th • •  tock 

market CRASH and the VALUE of our do l l .r .bro.d .nd .t hom. i. 

t ied to the N.t i on.l Dept. 

The US h.. rec.nt 1 y b.com. DEBTOR nat i 0;). 
If you have reached your l i m i t  on .1 1 your cr.d i t  card., 

h.v. t . ken a .econd Mort gage on your hom •• 

Can on l y  fi gure out t hat you have .nough mon.y to pay . 1 1  your 

b i l l  . ... hen they are . l r  •• dy 10 day. p •• t du •• 

( or can' t p ••• • budget unt i l  having to .hut down th. 

gov.rnm.nt .gencie. ) 

Th. bank i. NOT l i ke l y  to g i ve you the LOAN to buy the ch i l d' . 

1 987 Ford a • •  SECOND car to drive t�o m i l  •• to achool .  

My f i na l  point 

On. b i l l ion do l l ar. i .  the co.t today. BUT 

Th. INEL i • •  l . t .d to k.ep the �a.t. on the S I TE 

(Ve. a def.cto �a.te dump) 

JUST I N  CASE �. c.n com. up � i t h  anoth.r u •• for t h i .  by product • 
I f  th.r. i. no other u •• found it � i l l  reloc.t.d. 

The COST of .toring t h i., r •••• rch COST invol v.d � i t h  

exper iment i n g ,  t ran.port at ion, m.int .nanc. co.t., hazardou. � • •  te 

c l e.n-up .tc. 

Rip up the b l .nk ch.ck to the DOE ! 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  

5 . 4 . 1 

Al lo� me to borro� Nancy R.gan. expr ••• ion JUST SAV NO ! ! ! ! 1 1 . 1  
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A l i c i a  Flinn 
906 West Hays #4 
Boi s e ,  Idaho 
83702 
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am opposed to construction o f  t h e  S I S ,  b e  i t  i n  Idaho 

or el sewhere . 

At Saturda y ' S  hearings I vas accused by an S I S  supporter of 

being opposed to techno logy. I do not oppose technology per se , 

but I be l i eve that technology must be close l y  monitored . Just 

as a speaker that tes t i f ied earlier d i f ferentiated between good 

j obs and bad j obs , so ve must d i scern between good technology 

( that which bene f i t s  all humank i nd ) , and bad technology ( that 

which i s  inhere n t l y  destructive ) .  The SIS represents destructive 

technolog y .  The economic effects v i l l  not be long term nor 

benef icia l .  Above al l ,  the project i s  not sen s i b l e ,  pract i ca l ,  

o r  l i fe-a f f i rming . I t  i s  insane. 

As c i t i zens we are constantly propagandized to be l i eve that 

our national secur i t y ,  " our way of l i f e " , i s  under attack by the 

Soviets . If we in any way relax our nuclear bu i ldup , Commies w i l l  

invade "our back yard" a n d  eventua l l y  the United States . 

so.v,EO 
Scare tactics such as this terrorize� American c i t i zens into 

suppo r t i ng proj ect s , such as the S I S ,  which are not i n  our best 

interests . Some of our elected o f f i c i a l s  are attempting to lead 

us down a path of fear that wi l l  onl y benef i t  our gigantic 

m i l i tary-industr i a l  complex. Let ' s  not follow. 

Choose option #4 of "no a c t i on " . Idaho can do better by 

investing in projects that wi l l  enrich our lives , rather than 

endanger them. 

E 6 8 1  

Ma r c h  2 6 ,  1 988 
T E S T I M O N Y  O F' :  P a t r i c i a  A .  Truman 

SUBMITTED T O :  D e p n r t m e n t  o f  Energy &ilUv--'f M / 
TOPIC: S p e c i a l  I s o t o,pe S e p a r a t o r  Proj e c t  

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  I d a h o a n s  .... h o  a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e qn  ' 51  
c h o i c e  o f  o u r  s t a t e  a s  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  s i t e  f o r  t h e  S . I . S . ( S p e c i a l  I s o t o pe 
S e pa r a t o r )  p l u t o n i u m  r e f i n i n g  p l a n t .  I am p u z z l e d  ... i t h  t h e i r  s t a n d . For 
now. d i s r e g a r d  t h e  f a c t  that t h e  U . S .  a l r e a d y h a s  enough n u c l e a r  ... eapons 
t o  m a i n t a i n  d e t e r r e n c e  i n d e f i n i t e l y  with a lOa-ton ... eapons grade p l u t o n i u m  
i n v e n t o r y , For n o  ... . a l s o , d i s r e g a r d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  b o o s t  t o  
I d a h o  w o u l d  l a s t  o n l y  s e v e n  t o  e i g h t  y e a r s  - - t h e n .  a b u s t  f o r  t h o s e  ... h o  
h a d  S . I . S .  j o b s .  Do , c a r e f u l l y ,  r e g a r d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ... e a p o n s  g r a d e  p l u t o n i um , 
p l u t o n i um - 2 3 9 ,  is a n  e x t r e m e l y  h a z a r d o u s  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  
a c t i v e  ( d a n g e r o u s )  f o r  2 5 0 , 000 y e a r s . I d a h o ' s  e c o n o m i c  s t r o n g h o l d s ,  t o u r i s m  
a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e , w o u l d  l i e  c o n s t a n t l y  u n d e r  t h e  t h r ea t ,  r e m o t e  b u t  v e r y  
r ea l ,  o f  r u i n  f r o m  a n  o n - s i t e  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  p l u t o n i u m  
o r  p l u t o n i u m - c o n t a m i n a t e d  was t e .  p l u t o n i u m  c a u s e s  c a n c e r  a n d  g e n e t i c  
d a m a g e  i n � .  I d a h o a n a  a n d  o u r  we s t e r n  s t a t e  n e i g h bo r s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  
� 'l i y i n g  .... i t h  t h e  t h r ea t ,  h u r t  b a d l y  b y  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  

l i v e s  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  b y  p l u t o n i u m .  

I am E .£!  p u z z l e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  M i n n e s o t a n s  a n d  I o w a n s  a n d  
T e x a n s  a n d  R h o d e  I s l a n d e rs , a n d  N e  ... Yorkers a n d  Wash i n g t o n , D . C . - i t es w h o  
a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  S . 1 . S .  i n  I d a h o .  B u t  I d a h o a n s ?  I a m  one w h o  b e l i e ves t h a t  
a n e w  p l u t o n i u m  r e f i n e r y  s h o u l d  n o t  be b u i l t  a n y w h e r e  i n  o u r  s t a t e  o r  i n  

c o u n t r y .  whose p e o p l e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  d e s e r v e  m u c h  h i g h e r  r e g a r d  t h a n  w h a t  
t h e  S . 1 . S .  p l a n t  r e p r e se n t s . 

Pa t r i c i a  A .  Truman 
2 4 1 9  Pleasa n t o n  
B O i s e , I d a h o  8 3 7 0 2  
3 3 6 - 3 6 7 9  ( h o m e )  3 L. 3 - 3 6 8 8  ( "' Q r k )  

r9�',," a, 0� 
S--:2f,- � 
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Dear Sirs : 
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Harch 2 7  1988'· 

Marie Luke 
11000 N,. Liaerty at . 
Space II 71 
Boise Id. 83702 

I am writing this letter in relard to the proposed SIS project. I feel 

this project 1s an unnecessary health threat to the environment, Wlildlife, 

and general public . I do not want Idaho reduced to a radioactive waste dump • 
I do nllt want our wi]dlite to suffell" from thB hands o£ a few. I do not want 

5 . I . I our dritdl!:i.DE vatelI' to E polluted. I do nGt want pluton.il..um ta" be transported 

BCr.trBS Idaho. I feel this project too costly, haz.ardous, and unnecessary a. 

5 . 2 4  . 3 a price to pay for at few promised joDB . As am Idahoan and U .s .  c1 tizen I say 
!!Q to the SIS. 

1 . 1 Sincerely. �i�! 1, �v\:<L 
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He l l o ,  I ' m  Jason Brockett 'A- �:,::'.J� o..� 
I WOI l d lil(� stal t lIil\igs off b, t'lo.i--fHJ-- al-l........().F-yo� and 

�("!!Iit 0 ,til people stalld ) . • •  tlOIl at tRe eObll=lt o.L....t.tu:ae 
L.ioI.a t ell" of ,f1tJ to seFcsr 63 iF you "ete scared • .  ,O.K . . • .  ! ..... 2 J (l ope tI at people scrce!OlR ..f 

(wai t "pt j l  qlljet,tl:1el"l a�lc people to be seated )..J, That i s  what it ",o,,)d sO"od J j' 8 if )BId all fOl:lf'leJ 8 bite .tt!,a t 

�¥i;:�:O (��!e�R p:U��)l�i �C� �� 6��'--*; 
I am not up here to throw confusing technical daLa a t  you 

I am up here to make you think • . .  just think . 
Plutonium was wel l  named a fter Pluto the god of  death and 

the underworl d .  I ' m  sorry but I do not "'ant to have a god of 
death live in  my s t a te .  Death i s  the farthest thing from my 
mind at my age. ( Brief pause) 

Do to I dahos '  s imp l i s t i c  and uncompl icated na ture we 
rea i i y  have not had to think much about the dangers o f  a serious 
nuclear accident in our state , unt i l  now. Personally I would 
l ike to keep i t  that way. 

I f  you hav ' n t noticed by now I am high ly  aga inst the S . L S .  
projec t .  � -» pI U���i��O���n 

w
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nuclear warheads .iioI=It+t . .  the U . S .  a lone has enough nuclear 
power to destroy the e n t i re world Four times over ! Do you 
real iy  want any more of t h i s  death ly  power • . •  again ,  i ' m  sorry 
'pu t  I .19'J:!l._ �'Il.v-&- ';,a..... � ,  ."'-C)� .5b �':::J � �.....uu:!oW 
------rfi'e peopTe i n  Favor of  the 5 . 1 . 5 .  project just  do not seem C/O � 
to understand the Fact t h a t  accidents can happen. I sure the ' �  .� he

l�e�O ��
t 
g���

t 
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e 
c����7� :�:�p��

e 
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o
:
s 
n������ accident � a� 

that could very e a s i l y  happen to anyone • . •  Chernoby l ,  i n  RUssia � .....,., • ...,u.lwlt 
that ACCIDENT kUled hundreds o f  innocent people and seriously +o-"..s. 
injured many others .  Just thInk of a l l  the grieF that a l l  
those people went through. J u s t  a l i t t l e  t o  much grieF  for 
my tastes thank you !  
my �a�� I �� ��������ai da��:h; � ���

c
!;��� f ���u

�h;�
e 
i :

a :�� y I �� 
saying what everyone e l se  i s  saying . . .  

" JUST 5 (\. Y  NO ! ! ! " 

\>�"'�, qy*- <+ 
�,,�-I,.;.o� 

lS 1 - 8'"/ 
�..sc,� L ,\s""'c keA\-\'5"0 z.. � v \a...f"\. \30,>� , � . 

a'S.7 0S' 
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PRESENTA T I ON FOR THE ESTABLI SHMENT OF THE SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARAT ION 
PROJECT AT THE INEL • 
MY NAME I S :: J OHN P. BYROM, I L I VE A T  1797 SHASTA STREET I N  IDAHO 
FALLS. 8.3402. I HAVE L I VED IN I DAHO FALLS S I NCE 1-7-52. 

CURRENT POS I T I ON :  RETIRED. I HAVE WORI<ED W I TH RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS AT 
THE CANCER RESEARCH HOSPI TAL I N  OAf� R I DGE TENNESSEE AND IN I DAHO AT 
THE INEL. WAS A CERT I F I ED HEALTH PHYS I C I S T  AND FORMER TECHNICAL 
W R I TER AT THE INEL. W I TH EXPER I ENCE AT THE MATERIALS TEST REACTOR, 
TEST AHEA NORTH, SPEC I AL POWER EXCURSION REACTOR TEST. AND CENTRAL 
FAC I L I T I E S  AREA INCLUDING THE OLD WASTE D I SPOSAL AREA. AT THE INEL. 

SIS POS I T I ON ;  I AM FOR BUILDING THE SF'ECIAL I SOTOF'E SEPARAT ION F'LANT 
AT THE INEL. MY REASONING FOR TH I S  POS I T I ON IS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. THE PROJECT W I L L  I NTRODUCE A NEW PRODUCTION L I NE TECHNOLOGY, AT 
LEAST ONE I THINK I S  NEW, TO THIS AREA. THE SP I N-OFF WILL, I BELIEVE, 
BENEF I T  THE LOCAL ECONOMY AS WELL AS THE STATE. 

2 .  THIS PROJECT IS NEW, IT I S  CURRENT STATE OF THE ART. NOT THE 40 
YEAR OLD. PLUS, TECHNOLOGY OF THE PRODUCTION REACTORS NOW OF'ERA TING. 
I AM MUCH I N  FAVOR OF I NTRODUC I NG STATE OF THE ART COND I T IONS INTO 
IDAHO AND I BELIEVE WE CAN KEEP IDAHO SOLVENT AND I N  BETTER I NDUSTR IAL 
SHAPE WHETHER I T  BE I N  AGRICULTURE, MANUFACTURING OR S I MPLY SERVICES. 

3. THIS NEW PROJECT I S  DESIGNED NOT TO CREATE NEW RADIOACTIVE MATER
IALS BUT TO UTI L I ZE THOSE THAT WE ALREADY HAVE. I GREATLY FAVOR THIS 

CONCEF'T OVER THE BUILDING OR USE OF NEW - PRODUCTlPN FAC I L I T I E S  TO 
CREATE THE SAME THING PLUS A HOST OF UNWANTEl}--,..J;iY-PRODUCTS. THE 
REACTORS PRODUC ING PLUTON IUM ARE GETTING OUITE OLD AND REPRESENT A 
TECHNOLOGY 40 YEARS OLD AND OLDER. WE NEED TO REPLACE THESE UNITS 
W I TH UP TO DATE MACH INES, I F  WE HAVE TO REPLACE THEM. THEY NEED TO BE 
REPLACED W I TH STATE OF THE ART NEW EQUIPMENT. SINCE TH I S  I S  A 10  YEAR 
PLUS PROPOS I T I ON AT BEST, WHEN STARTED, THE USE OF AVAILABLE MATER I AL 
SEEMS TO ME TO BE THE BEST SOLUT I O N .  PERHAPS W I TH OTHER PRODUCTION 
F A C I L I T I ES AND POSSI BLE NEW TREAT I ES, I F  OUR ELECTED OFF I C I ALS W I LL 
PRACTICE WHAT THEY PREACH. THE REACTORS W I L L  NOT BE NEEDED AFTER ALL. 
( A VERY FOND W I SH .  ) 

4. THE TRANSPORTATION OF FEED STOCK FOR THE S I S  DOES NOT SEEM TO BE 
A PROBLEM. WE HAVE ESTABLI SHED RULES AND CONTAINERS WHICH COULD 
HANDLE THE LOAD. ACCI DENTS HAVE NOT BEEN A PROBLEM, BASED ON [URRENT 
STAT I S T I C S .  SINCE THERE HAS BEEN NO LOSS OF RADIOACT I VE MATER IAL IN 
TRANS I T  I DON" T CONSIDER TF,'ANSPORTATION TO BE A PROBLEM. 
? STORAGE OF THE FEED MATERIAL WAS NOT COVERED TO ANY DEGREE IN THE 
E I S  AND REMAINS A OUESTION IN MY M I ND .  I DO NOT KNOW THAT THE STORAGE 
AREA CAN ACCOMMODATE THE I NCREASED LOAD THAT THE S I S  WOULD PLACE ON 
I T .  ':' 

5. THE BY-PRODUCTS PRODUCED I N  TH I S  PROJECT MAY. IN THE LONG RUN. 
HAVE ANOTHER OUTLET AS POWER SOURCES FOR THE SPACE PROGRAM. TH I S  I N  
TURN COULD LEAD TO ANOTHER INDUSTRY FOR T H I S  AREA. ONE I N  WHICH WE 
ARE ON THE INSIDE TRACT AND LEADING THE F I ELD. 

6. ECONOM ICALLY, THE ESTIMATED 1 700 JOBS THAT M I GH T  BE CREATED IS 
MORE THAN A WELCOME BONUS. I HAVE BEEN WORKING W I TH YOUNGSTERS 
S I NCE I ARRIVED IN IDAHO FALLS. THE SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS I S  THAT 
MOST OF THEM MOVE AWAY FROM IDAHO T O  BE ABLE TO GET JOBS PAYING ENOUGH 
TO L I VE ON. I HEAR OF VERY FEW OF THE THOUSANDS OF YOUNGSTERS I 
HAVE TAUGHT RETURN ING TO THIS AREA TO WORt·� .  

7. THE D O E ,  ACCORD ING TO T H E  E I S  I S  REOUIRED TO MA INTA I N  A SUPPLY 
OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS I N  THE INTEREST OF NATI ONAL DEFENSE. I WOULD 
PREFER THIS SUPPLY TO COME FROM EX I S T I NG MATERIALS RATHER THAN PRODUCE 
MORE OF THE SAME TO SERVE THE SAME PURPOSE. T H I S  F'ROJECT DOES JUST 
THAT.. USING SCRAPS AND OLD FUEL THAT HAS THE REOUIRED CONTENT OF 
WANTED MATER IALS, A BOOST TO OUR RECYCLING PROGRAM. 

B .  I HEAR MUCH COMMENT ON THE RADIATI ON-CONTAM INATION PROBLEM. YET 
TO MY MEMORY THERE HAS NOT BEEN A PROBLEM AT THE INEL THAT AFFECTED 
IDAHO FALLS IN THE 37 PLUS YEARS I HAVE BEEN IN TH I S  AREA. I BELI EVE 
THAT SAYS SOMETHING OF THE SAFETY PROGRAM AT THE INEL. 

9 .  IN REGARDS TO THE SAFETY PROGRAM, THERE I S  OF RECORD OVER 1 0 0  

I ND I V I DUALS I N  THE LOCAL HEALTH F'HYSICS SOCIETY, OF WHICH 1 1  ARE 
CERT I F I ED NATIONALLY. T H I S  IS LESS THAN HALF OF THE I N D I V I DUALS WHO 
ARE I NVOLVED IN RAD I A T I ON-CONTAM INATION SAFETY AT THE INEL. 

1 0 .  THERE ARE CLOSE TO 50 INDUSTRIAL SAFETY PEOPLE I N  THE VARI OUS 
INDUSTRIAL SAFETY F I ELDS ( F I R E ,  I N D .  HYG" IND. SAF. ETC) . BY SHEAR 
NUMBERS ALONE THIS SPEAt<S H I GHLY FOR THE SAFETY PROGRAM. 

1 1 .  A F I T T I NG CONT INUATION , OR C I RCLE I F  YOU PREFER : NUCLEAR POWER 
WAS USED AT THE INEL IN 1951 TO PRODUCE L I GH T .  
N O W  I N  THE 1 988-9'!, E R A  L I GHT M A Y  BE U S E D  TO REFINE MATERIALS WHICH MAY 
I N TURN PRODUCE POWER. 

THANK YOU, (, �LP0UAflL� 1/ -------yC V 
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TESTIMONY FOR SIS HEARINGS 

Prepared by: Jame. Michael Bird 

109 5  Can¥on Ave. 

Idaho Falla. Ida. 83402 
Mareh 2 5 .  1988 

sLid t,'1a 

I wi s h .  a. do most a l l ,  that Amerieana eould live 1 n  a 

world or paaea. H i a t or¥ haa shown that any nation which 1s not 

w 1 1 1 1 n s  to de rend it. i d  •• l s  does not I.at 10ns . Ame rica would 

Qulckl¥ rind that ita border. are not secure 1 r  i t  1s not 

willin. to bear the burden or malntainins & poait ion ot 

atransth amonK the nationa ot the world. A Quick look at the 

problema that ex1at tod&¥ amona the weaker nationa on t h i s  

c o n t i n e n t  wi l l  a i v e  credance to t h i s  thouah t .  W e  as reaidents 

ot Idaho have j u s t  as much respon s i b l 1 i t ¥  1 n  maintain!na 

Ameri c a ' a  strenath as an¥ other American no matter where the� 

live . We are now en�a�ed i n  a debate aa to whether or not we 

are willin� to take our place i n  keepin� Ame r i c a  atron�. There 

are thoae who would ar�ue that we have done our ahare. I t  i. 

true that man� have sacririced much. but to keep these 

.ac�iricea rrom bein� i n  vain we must continu. to do our part . 

There are those who ar�ue that the SIS project is not 

nece.8ar�, that i t  i a  too dan�.roua. that havin� plutonium over 

the Snake River aQuirer i s  a8kin� ror the ruination or our land 

and econom¥. that the inrlux or people wi l l  ruin our l i r e a t � l e .  

t h a t  i t  will chan�e the empha.is or the INEL rrom p e a c e  to war. 

and ao o n .  

T h e  S I S  racil it� i. n e c e  • •  ar�. The methods i t  will u . e  

w i l l  have benericial s p i n - o r r .  t h a t  will improve o u r  Qualit� or 

lire. I t ' .  construction w i l l  benerit our economv both on an 

immediate basis and lon� term. Plutonium can be handled 

• arel�. There are produc t s  at the INEL now that are much more 

dirricult to handle i n  a sare manner and the� are. We alread� 

have plutonium at one or the r a c i l i t i e .  and have had ro� man� 

�ear.. There have be.n no adverse errect. mentioned about thi. 

racitit�. The S I S  will help reduce the 8 t ora�e i n  various 

place. or materials with plutonium i n  them. It will help 

reduce the need ror a reactor to produce more plutonium. It 

will help meet the need ror weapon. �rade plutonium. Theae 

weapons . t and &8 a deterrent t o  those who would u.e their own 

nuclear re.ources to hold the world in bonda�e . There are 

tho.e who ar�ue that we de�rade the peacrul purpo.e. or the 

INEL. The� rorset the NRF racilit�. Here. the n.v� has an 

inten.ive trainina racilt� ror i t s  nuc lear .hip. and t e a t i n s  

racilit� r o r  i t .  protot�pe d e a i an a .  Would t h e a e  aame people 
araue that our nav� i .  not n.c •••• rt� ror maintainin a 

peace� 

PAGE 1 

On March 2 3 .  1 9 8 8 ,  our covernor vetoed the budset. ror 

eduoation on the ba.i. that the leci.lature had not provided 

enouah to helP Idaho have a .ound educational .�.tem. I tauaht 

i n  the Idaho Falla school .�.te. ror 7 �ear. and had to take a 

vow or povert� to do s o .  I have . e e n  man� exc . l l e n t  teacher. 

come and co ror the same rea.ons I had to leave. Mv ramil� 

de.erved better than a povert� level existance. I ' m  Bure the 

inrlux or revenues to the . t a t e  correr. would be a creat help 

i n  improvine the educational .�.te. or our . t a t e .  Thia will in 

turn lead to the inrlux or other industrie. to Idaho that have 

.taved awav due to the lack or our .tate ' .  8upport ror 

education. 

Our area ha. a larce. well trained con.truction rorce 

needina work. We will lo.e the.e people i r  there i .  no work 

ror them. There 10 • •  will erode the re.t or the economv or 

t h i .  area. We can ill arrord th i . .  Mv ramil� aoe. back rive 

cenerat ion. in E.atern Idaho and I do not wish to leave thi. 

area. The .imple ract i. i r  i t  i.n ' t  econ.icall� rea.ible ror 

.e to .tav then I .uat leave. I am involved i n  the 

construction indu.tr�, and I ' l l be the rirat to admit that I am 

bia.ed i n  mv opinion a. to the need or thi. proj e c t .  I am a 

resident or this area and have been all mv l i r e .  I reel that I 

have • richt to be bia.ed. 

I am i n  ravor or buildina the S I S  at the INKL. and to tho.e 

who oppo.e, I arant them their opinions and acree that we 

di.aaree. I wi.h that all such r a c i l i t i e .  were unnece • •  av and 

that the re.ource. u.ed to build thi. racilit� could be u.ed 

ror peacerul purpo.es .  u n t i l  that dav. we mu.t continue to do 

our part. 

Thank �ou • 

�� � 

PAGE 2 

5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 6 

1 . 1  



m 
� 
Ol 

E69 1 

B>(k...b�i (J-f l  ... .... B� Cewcbj R� WeM8l 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 1m 

3 . 4  

1 . 1  

5 . 28 . 2  

4 . 5  

5 . 28 . 6 

5 . 2 . 1 0 

5 . 28 . 6  

'i�,:/.i'l1 .• UhJ. 1 ill l' Avuh ut ·J.'hE �I0 i'hUu�C'l' , !"·.LJi..nC H  3 0 ,  1988 

},�r. Cha innan;  Ladies ,  ClTIO Gentlemen. 
My nar!1e is Bertha I:. Cbrteei my address 
Circle , Idaho Falls , Idaho 83404. I am 
County Re�ublican Women ana speaking on 
County Republican Women by authority of 
EXecutive Connittee .  

i s  12005 South Sunrise 
JresiGent of Bonneville 
behalf of Bonneville 
majority vote of the 

Some of �y renarks will rebut statenents mace by the opposition 
to t�e SIS aroject at the hearings last Friday. 

Bonneville county Re�ublican Women believe that : 

* 'I\'e Sl ould fir�t-of-all maintain weapon-grade plutonium 
stores to estab�ish ? strong national defense posture 
in order to N.2:GU'l'IAT.t: frol'!l a position of strength ,  not 
weakness ,  in our efforts toward world ?eace and 
frienri ship . 

:.:' We should develop this SIS system that recovers rlu
tonium 239 as weapon-grade froM present stores because 
it increases our stores more efficiently and with less 
hazardous emission than when it is  produced by reactors. 

* We should c evelop the SIS system so as to be able to 
ready plutonium stores for USE �rID�� , , if necessary , and 
with less hazardous emission than if produced by reactors. 

* The SIS supplements the service life of our present 
p lutoniu�-producing rea ctors , extending their service
life and making better use of trose facilities - also 
somewhat balancing the cost of the SIS . 

* The SIS system could produce more plutonium of var�ous 
kinds and grades , and by-products ,  for VAkIuU� use s ,  
possibly a s  a thermal source for generating electrical 
power for space satellites , as mentioneo in the 
Environmental Impact statement . 

:.;, This s¥ste� does NOT duplicate a "blending" system (which 
adds ��utonium 240 to pure plutonium to impur1fy it to 
weapon-grade ) but rather enhances fuel-grade plutonium 
TO weapon-grade by removing plutonium 240 to weapon
grade percentage. 

* Pure olutoniuM and weapon-grade plutonium cannot be use� 
interchangeably in weapons;  therefore , standardization 1S 
required for efficient and maximum use of stores .  

The system, with planning and/or se�: ndi?�t� , might 
develop by_products with even more d1verslf1ed uses.  

... .... B� Cewcbj R� WeM8l 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 1m 

.� In-use o;1eration of t�' i s  tT")e of laser system could 
augment research done .... ·ith the laser at the La\,irence
Livermore Laboratorie s ,  expanding research capa'oility 
and not limiting it to one r acility. 

* Present plutoniu;:l stores are at Hanfora , Washington 
and Aiken , South Carolina so that the stores require 
transport regardless of �hich of the three sites is 
selected. 

* Trans90rtation accident risks have been carefully 
analyzed and found to be less than 1 . 6  x 10.5th percent 
of the ri sk of health effects to the SCime population 
from background radiation. 

* Waste emission is  calculated to be exceedingly low and 
easily manageable with present procedures .  

T h e  I N EL  NEEDS t o  engage in N E:;/  projects t o  remain a 
vital Dart of nuclear research and that our local 
economy and culture is  enri ched because of the vitality 
of the INEL . 

Thank you for tris o!)portunity to express our opinions. 
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TBSTIUONY ON PROPOSED SIS PHOJbCT 

By Jean Ella, 7 Dartmou th, Pocatello, Idaho 83GOl 
At Idaho Falla, Idaho, March 30, 1&88 

EX-"k..lid (/(J, 

I aJIl 1li:a1nat the SIS for the followiD.i reaaonll l First, what h to be done lIith the 

nuclear waste? SOll\8how 1 am. not reassured by the BUia�e8tion that it 1s such a small amount 

1n relation to that lIIhich 1& alrea.dy os in, "tempora rily manai:sd" there that we need not 

oonoern ourselves about it. I hate to keep beating a. dead hors e ,  but this problem will Dot 
go away by itaelf and there 18 no aoswer in ali;ht yet. If stars,s is no problem. �hy baa 

this oountry not yet found a permanent reppa itory even thou,h 1n) have been Bearohln, for a 

'9I&.y for more than thirty years? If it 18 safe, why is the state o f  iktshin,ton soekln, a 

multimi llion dollar fund to start o leanin,c up the N-Reaotor at. Hanford, the very one that 

has been produoin, 'JI'eapoos_,rade pl utonium until it lr8.S shut down reoently? Onoe upon a time 

that project lr8.S touted all b4n& safe and clean just as the INEL proposal 1115 DOlf. 
I have two oonoerns about the Environmental Impaot Statement, ( 1 )  Why was the disolaimer 

printed on the ins ide front oover to the effeot that the U.S. Government and its a,enoies do not 

2 . 3 neoeuarlly ooncur with its findin,s and furthermore do not aooept any responsibility for it. 

oontent? If they a re  to fund it to the tune of a billion dollars, why shouldntt they be 

4 . 7 . 1  

2 . 7 . 8  

6 . 2  

responsible fOT it? And if not they, then lIIho is responsible for it? 

( 2 )  As I read the Statement, I kept oomin, aoross ort-repeated bun phrases , " • • •  more 

readily respond to inoreaaed needs for national defens e , "  • • •  "flexibility in need fOT rapid 

increases in lIeapons_&rade pl utonium produotion, " • • •  "redundanoy in produotion oapaoity_ • 
eto . ,  etc. Why the ur,enoy? Why the need for redundanoy? Does this mean that the unthinkable 

is now acceptable? Are we talkin, about nuolear war? If not, what !.!!. 
we talkin, about, and 

how muoh redundancy is needed to blow up this wonderful, fra,ile planet of ours , the only 

place we have to live 1 HOW KUCH1 What is seven years t local prosperity measured alaiost that 

future ? 

So, hew clln we let off thil crazy merry .. ,o ... roUl'ld of s e lt-destruotion? 

The only 'lI!ly 11 to stop payin& for the ride. And Idaho has the chance to lead the way by 

VOTING NO ON SIS. 
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(;X K.i,;t _ 
Dennis i-boJell 

14 78 7 Earth lane 
FOCatello, Idaho 83202 

I love Idaho . I was oorn and raised here as .... as my parents. I have 

lived all of my life in this great state except for time spent in the 

service of my country and pursuing an education . 

I love the united States of America . I love the free;:lc:rns arrl strengths 

of the constitution . � all enjoy the liberty arrl blessings of this choice 

laM. 
I believe that this larrl and the consti tution were ordained of Go:l. 

I believe that I,..e must exercise .... isdan arrl righteousness to maintain these 

principles that we too often take for granted . '!hey will not al .... ays be 

there unless \foe take the precautions and use wisdan to preserve them. 
Freedan isn ' t  free! It costs dearly. All one has to do is to stOOy 

the history of this country to see hc.J¥.r many lives have been given arrl ha..r 
much expe:nse has occurred as our freedcms have been deferrled by the many 

great pa.triots of this larrl. Like our ancestors, we must al .... ays be alert 

arrl ready to do o..tr part to secure the blessings of liberty . 

""'en I first contemplated the question of whether or not I thought that 

the S I S  should or should not be built I tned to analyze why congress 

\o!Quld want it built. That seemed fairly simple to me. All I had to do was 

remember the Preamble 'Ib 'Ihe Constltution : "v.e the People of the united 

States , in Order to form a ITOre perfect Union , establish justice, insure 

daTllS!stic Tranquility, provide for the ccrrrron defence , prcm:::>te the general 

v.elfare, arrl secure the Blessings of Li..berty to ourselves arrl our Posterity , 

do ordain arrl establish this Constitution for the united States of America. ·  

DePJty Energy Secretary Troy Wade , the former manager of the I N E L, 

said it was imperitive the nation not leave a legacy of old prcduction 

facilities arrl technology, arrl S I S  will provide a "leading edge technology" 

for plutonium prcduction. 

wade conceded that opp:lnents of the S I S  are right when they say there 

is 00 imnediate need for the plutonium the Froject .... ill make available. 

" '!hat is a fact , arrl we do not disp.ite it," he said. "li::1wever , neither 

our opp::ments nor o..trselves can accurately pJ:""edict the nuclear matedals 

requirements a decade fran fX)W . "  
v.e caJ¥tOt "provide for the ccmron Defence" by being weak o r  unprepared. 

v.e cannot " secuz::e the blessings of Liberty to Olrselves arrl our Posterity" 

c:;"O 
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by being so naive as to think that the Russians. CUbas arrl .the lrans will 

all play by the sarre set of rules as we do. In case you have forgotten 

, just think. back to Decenber 7, 1941. If that doesn ' t  do it tJlen remember 

the rules that the Nazi ' s  played by during 1tIbrld War '1\.0. Scrne say that 

\IoOUld never happen again . Scrne people \IoOU!d have you relieve U\at national 

defense is not necessary to ensure our freedcms. 1hanas Co::hran says we 

need to cancel the S I S . He said '...e don ' t  need the insurance. �ll maybe 

thats OK, but ....nat happens if he is wrong . I ....order if he has cancelled 

his insurance . 

You krv.r.r, I watched the UnfOrted experts as tJleY \ooel"e tcx>ting their 

0«Il horns am prcclaiming their self-prcc!aimed. expert lesti.rrony . TIle lights 

were dirmled for a minute or t:w:,) and you )-JlCW what, there wasn ' t  even a hint 

of a halo £rem any of them. I guess they are just ITOrtals tcx>. 

[b you tJtink that you can relieve the actors that they have paid to 

sp.read their pseudo innuendos? W:lul.d you relieve saneone whose job it is to 

entertain people by always playing a role . 

Ole of tJleir actresses stards with the Doulder I-buntains in the back

grourd and tells vi�s tJlat \:.he goverJlIJCtlt wants to build a plutonium 

plant in Idaho for nuclear banbs .  "Maybe thats OK, says Ms lleningway . "Sane 
say no nuclear accident could ever happen on our highways . .5c.Ine say Ulere 

will never re another Idaho eartJl quake . But are � willing to pay the price 

if tJley are wrong?" But if they are right Mariel, are you an:] your unl:.orn 
child willing to pay the pdce? 

Lets, just for a minute examine SCIOO facts . MlO does 110t WiU1t the S I S  

built? Liz Paul, Thanas eoc:ru-an , Dan Reicher and Ted fotKinley. 

l'«::M lets see wllO has requested that it be bu.ilt. The President of 'lhe 

United States , 'I\-..e Congress of The United States , 'lhe U. S .  Department of 

Energy and Troy wade, '!he U. S. Secretary of Defense, 'l11e Ibnorahle Governor 

Arxirus, all local Mayors and chambers of Ccmne.rence , plus legions of Southeast 

Idahoans. We are United! 

I):)n"t you sUfOSE! that George Washi.ngton had his Liz Pauls , and Abraham 

Linclon ha:i his Thcmas eoc:ru-ans and Dan Riechers to conteoo wiU1? Certainly, 

But aren I t you glad they persisted in their: endeavors to "provide for the 

Carm::m Defence" and "secure the Blessings of Liberty". 

IX) you want your: "freedcm insurance canceled?" Are :you p..itting all 

youI't.rust in an arms agreement with Russia? Are you going to p..it our 

national freedc:m into the hands of a nation Ulat \toOl1 ' t  even let God into its 

!::orders? 

N::>t rre! 1 ' m  taking the proven path. 1 ' m  going to continue to sustain 

the leaders of this great Nation whom, I believe, are inspired by '!he 
Alm.ighty . 

YES, YES, YES, S I S ! 
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Ex"k,blt 691 
My name is Bruce Campbell. 

I live at 2 1 8  North State in Rigby. 

I moved to Idaho in 1 978. 

I publish the East Idaho Business Magazine that is sent to virtually every 

business in Eastern Idaho, including the towns closest to the INEL -

Idaho Falls, Arco, Rigby, Shelley, Rexburg, Blackfoot, and Pocatello. 

Last week over 9,000 copies of the East Idaho Business Magazine were 

delivered to businesses in Eastern Idaho. In that issue appeared four 

articles discussing the SIS project. 

The first article was written by Jim Reed, who stated that the primary 4 . 1 5 . 4  
function of the SIS project is to enhance the security of our nation. 

Mr. Reed sees the SIS project as an opportunity for those of us who live in 

Eastern Idaho to contribute our skills and our time to the defense of our 

nation. Mr. Reed also wrote that the SIS project would create jobs, 
5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

enhancing our economy and enabling Eastern Idahoans to do a better job 

with our educational systems and business commu nities. 
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The second article appearing in the East Idaho Business Magazine was by 

Congressman Richard Stallings of Idaho. Congressman Stallings stated 

that after carefully reviewing the Environmental Impact Statement and 

considering public comments, he believes the SIS facility is safe - and 

needed. He stated that the project is cost effective and will provide 

needed flexibil ity in our country's plutonium production capability. 

Congressman Stallings stressed that the INEL has a good public safety and 

environmental protection record and he is convinced that there are no 

significant public health risks, environmental impacts, transportation 

problems, or safety concerns associated with the project. Congressman 

Stallings says he believes the majority of Idahoans support this project. 

Republicans were represented in the magazine with an article by Senator 

Steve Symms of Idaho. Senator Symms article stressed the need to 

differentiate between the facts - and fiction. Senator Symms stated that 

the SIS project has wide support, including both Senators from Idaho, the 

DOD, the DOE, the National Security Council, and the Congress. Senator 

Symms ended his article with the statement - Besides the benefit to our 

national security, the facility will give a much needed boost to Idaho's 

ailing economy, and make the INEL a world leader in laser technology. 

The fourth article was written by two professors at Idaho State 

University in Pocatello, Dr. Ronald D. Balsley and Dr. J. Frank Harmon. This 

article discussed practical and potential economic benefits from projects 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
such as the SIS and suggested that with the SIS and other high-technology 

INEL projects, new markets and opportunities exist for Idaho. 

All four articles discussed the facts about the SIS project. The reaction 

have received from these articles has been 1 00% in favor of the SIS 

project being located at INEL. There can be no question that the INEL is 

ideally suited for this project and that the local business community is 

strongly supportive of this project being located at INEL. Technology 5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1 
transfer is of particular interest to busi nesses, vocational-technical 

schools, and universities located in Idaho. This project will bring some of 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
the best and latest technology to Idaho. The SIS will bring Idaho long and 

short term employment, a larger and more stable tax base, and most 5 . 2 7 . 4 . 5  
importantly, provide our children the opportunity to stay and work in 

Idaho. 
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Those of us who live in Eastern Idaho know that the INEL has a long 

established concern about the environment, the community and the 

personal safety of all the citizens in Idaho. We have ultimate trust in the 

INEL because of their past performance record in Eastern Idaho. 

After reviewing all the available data on the proposed SIS project at the 

INEL, and after seeing and hearing the overwhelming support from the 

people of Eastern Idaho, the East Idaho Business Magazine finds that we 

must wholly support this project. 

We are proud to join the long and distinguished group of people who have 

given their personal time and support for the project - Governor Cecil 

Andrus, Senator Steve Symms, Senator Jim McClure, Congressman Richard 

Stallings, Mayor Tom Campbell, the Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce, the 

Pocatello Chamber of Commerce, the IBEW and other labor groups, and the 

overwhelming majority of business people in Eastern Idaho. 

For those visitors to Idaho who oppose the defense policy of the United 

States, we hope you've been able to enjoy the beauty of Idaho and we wish 

you a safe trip home. Thank you. 
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MR . E [ GUREN . ECT 

MY NAME [ S  STEVE R [ TCH [ E .  [ HAVE L [ VE D  [N [ DAHO FALLS FOR 

OVER T H [ RTY YEARS AND AM PROUD TO BE A NAT [ VE [ DAHOEN . 

AM MA R R [  ED AND HAVE THREE C H I  LDREN . [ GRADUATED FROM [ DAHO 

STATE UN I VE R S I TY AND HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED AS A TEACHER BY 

[ DAHO FALLS SCHOOL D [ STR [ CT M91 FOR THE PAST TH[ RTEEN 

YEARS . [ AM A MEMBER OF THE NAT [ ONAL EDUCAT [ ON ASSOC [ AT [ ON .  

THE [ DAHO EDUCAT [ ON  ASSOC I AT I ON AND THE I DAHO FALLS 

EDUCAT I ON  ASSOC I AT [ ON .  TODAY [ AM NOT SPEAK [ NG AS A 

REPRESENTAT I VE OF ANY GROUP BUT AS A CONCERNED C [ T I Z EN .  

THE NATI ONAL EDUCAT I ON  ASSOC I AT [ ON  AND THE I DAHO 

EDUCAT [ ON  ASSOC [ AT I ON  HAVE ADOPTED RESOLUT I ONS CALL [ N G  FOR 

INTERNAT I ONAL PEACE AND A NUCLEAR FREEZ E .  [ WOULD L [ KE TO 

QUOTE THE POS I T [ ON  ADOPTED BY THE 1 987 NEA REPRESENTAT I VE 

ASSEMBLY . RESOLUT I ON  1 - 3 1 . NUCLEAR FREEZ E "THE NAT [ ONAL 

EDUCAT [ ON  ASSOC [ AT [ ON  BEL [ EVES THAT NUCLEAR WAR ,  THE COMMON 

ENEMY OF ALL NAT I ONS AND PEOPLES , [ S  NOT SURV I VABLE . THE 

ASSOC I AT I ON  URGES THE UN [ TED STATES AND ALL OTHER NAT I ONS 

TO ADOPT A VER I F I ABLE FREEZE ON THE TEST [NG , DEVELOPMENT , 

PRODUCT I ON ,  UPORAD I NO , EMPLACEMENT , AND DEPLOYMENT OF 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND ALL SYSTEMS DES [ GNE D  TO DEL I VER NUCLEAR 

WEAPONS . TO THAT END , THE ASSO C [ AT I ON  SUPPORTS THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF A B [ LATERAL TREATY W I TH THE U . S . S . R .  FOR THE 

CESSAT [ ON OF ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS TEST I NG , PROV I D I NG [T 

CONTA INS ADEQUATE ENFORCEMENT MA C H [ NERY , [NCLU D [ N G  ON-S [ T E  

INSPECT I ONS . "  
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THE I DAHO EDUCAT I ON  ASSOC I AT I ON  IN 1 987 ADOPTED 

RESOLUT I ON  D- 1 6 .  CALL I NG FOR I NTERNAT I ONAL PEAC E . TH I S  

RESOLUT I ON  STATES " THE I DAHO EDUCAT I ON  ASSOC I AT I ON  

BEL I EVES THAT WA R  I S  THE COMMON ENEMY O F  ALL NAT I ONS AND 

PEOPLES AND CALLS FOR AN I NTERNAT I ONAL EFFORT TO CREATE A 
WORLD W I THOUT B I OLOG I CA L ,  CHEMI CAL OR NUCLEAR 

'
WEAPONS . "  

AS AN EDUCATOR I STRONGLY SUPPORT BOTH OF THESE 

RESOLUT I ONS AND BELl EVE THAT THE CONSTRUCT I ON OF THE 

4 . 1 4  SPEC I AL I SOTOPE SEPARAT I ON  FAC I L I TY WOULD ONLY ADD TO THE 

ARMS RACE AND I S  UNNECESSARY FOR OUR NAT I ONAL DEFENSE . 

1 . 1 THEREFORE I AM OPPOSED TO THE CONSTRUCT I ON OF THE SPEC I AL 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 7 

I SOTOPE SEPARAT I ON  ( S I S )  PROJECT . 

I B E L I EVE THAT NATI ONAL DEFENSE POL I C I ES SHOULD NOT BE 

DETERM I NED BY LOCAL ECON()M I C  S I T UAT I ONS .  EFFORTS SHOULD BE 

MADE TO F I ND STABLE LONG-TERM SOLUT I ONS TO UNEMPLOYMENT . 

5 0 0  M I LL I ON  DOLLARS COULD CREATE MANY MORE JOBS I F  I T  WERE 

SPENT IN ANY OF A NUMBER OF S O C I ALLY BENEF I C I AL AREAS , SUCH 

AS EDUCAT I ON ,  OR HEALTH CARE . PEOPLE DESERVE JOBS THAT 

I MPR()vE THE QUAL I TY OF L I FE ,  NOT THREATEN L I FE I TSELF . THE 

PROSPECT OF JOBS MUST NOT BE USED TO JUST I FY THE BU I LD I NG 

THE S I S  FAC I L I TY .  

� Y� >;) �  
. S PHEN J .  R I TCH I E  

1 574 BEVERLY ROAD 
I DAHO FALLS . I D .  834 0 2  �1 :tS ( 'i �  
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BARBARA M. ST. CLAIR 
1515 THREE FOUNTAINS DRIVE 
I DAHO FALLS , I DAHO 8 3 4 0 4  

My name i s  Bobbi s t .  Clair. I have lived in Idaho Falls for 

eighteen years. I am what you might call part of the silent 

majority and not a person who would normally appear before you 

here. However, in considering the SIS proposal ,  I received 

materials indicating that "Silence Can Be Hazardous to your 

Health . "  The information appeared to be filled with emotionalism 

and I, for one, do not appreciate those kinds of tactics in 

presenting information to me . Therefore I felt compelled to 

become more educated on the SIS proj ect. 

I have read the Draft Environmental Impact statement 

prepared by the Department of Energy, attended the information 

sessions and heard Jan Haggars presentation , and. I have listened 

to the information presented by the Snake River Alliance. 

After this proces s ,  I am ready to support the building of 

the SIS at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory. 

I feel that the Environmental Statement presents a 

reasonable analysis of the proj ect, its hazards, and its 

advantages . I feel that the Department of Energy has been 

sensitive in presenting the information and has provided the 

opportuni ty to the public to become informed about this project. 

It is unfortunate that more individuals do not take the 
. 

initiative to learn the facts . I am concerned when people 

constantly refer to the negatives of "producingt' plutonium. It 

is my understanding from the reading that this project will not 

2 . 1 . 1  
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produce but will REFINE plutonium. If plutonium is not refined 

in this manner, it will be produced by more inefficient and 

costly method s .  

In addition, I become concerned when I hear comments about 

the INEL being in weapons production by taking on this project. 

The EIS states that the raw material will be shipped out of state 

for weapons proouctions and the weapons will not be manufactured 

at the INEL. To state that the INEL should not be involved in 

defense work is contradictory since that has been going on since 

the beginning of the site. 

It would be sad if uninformed people al lowed a vocal 

minority to set the direction of the INEL through emotionalism. 

I would like to suggest that "Being uninformed and listening to 

half truths can be hazardous to your health . "  

Let ' s  consider the topic o f  weapons production a little 

fUrthe r .  I hear comments of concern with the INEL becoming more 

involved with defense and warfare proj ects. Because we support 

the SIS does not indicate that we are war-mongers. This area of 

Idaho is extremely patriotic and is w i l l ing to support our 

country in times of war but we do not advocate war. Every 

successful business-person knOW's that one major key to success is 

having the foresight to anticipate the worst possible event that 

can happen. Then they plan for that event, and proceed to work 

night and day to make sure that it doesn ' t  happen . For our 

country, wouldn ' t  that same principle hold true? By preparing 

for the worst possible event, then we can be free to �rk night 

and day toward peaceful solutions . Without that forethought, can 

our country be successful in it ' s  peace efforts? 

Furthermore, although I have never been featUred in a 

televis ion advertisement or PLAYBOY magazine, I am also a wife 

and mother that is concerned with potential radiation effects and 

the defense stance for the INEL. I am satisfied with the 

findings that this proj ect will not adversely affect my family. 

That , in fact, were an accident to happen , the amount of 

radiation would be minima l .  My husband is a long time Idaho 

Falls resident , having grown up in Idaho Falls, as did his father 

and grandfather. We are familiar with the INEL as neighbors and 

can attest to their fine safety record at the site over the 

years . My two sons are being raised in this community with a 

heal thy concern for the preservation of our envirorunent and the 

ecology and the patriotism I referred to earlier. 

As a member of the administrative group at WES'I'MARK Federal 

Credit Union where our major sponsor companies are the site 

contractors, I am fortunate to have contact with the employees 

there . I WOuld like to say that these people are not only good. 

neighbors but take pride in their work. I have confidence in 

them and the INEL. 

The advantages of the SIS to the economy in maintaining the 

level and numbers of j obs are definitely important to Southeast 

Idaho, and Idaho in general . The ripple effect of the project 

will reach a l l  facets of our l ives . However ,  there are other 

aspects to consider. One of the most exciting aspects for me is 

the educational and technological implications of the laser 

isotope separation process. The fact that this could be 

5 . 1 . 4 2 
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harnessed for positive purposes in the industrial and medical 

fields gives me even more reason to positively support this 

proj ect. The INEL has a good record in the area of technology 

transfer and it is safe to estimate that this technology will be 

transferred for these purposes. 

Having made these comments , I want to go on the record in 

full support of the SIS project at the INEL. 
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S T ATZ)'!ENT O N  'i'HE S I S  

bxha�Jd {,?? JAI.Jld G0 0fe r 
5'8" Wi ( /owotcl 

tkthJl o Th o0Jo� 
" D EMOCRACY IN ACT I ON" I S  JUS T OHE O!=' THE HEADLI HES USED TO 

DESCRIBE THESE HEARING S .  THE FACT THAT S O  MAI�Y H AVE rAKEH A 

STAND AND PUB L I C �Y VO I C ED THE I R  O P I N I ONS ON TH ! S  I S SUE 

REAFFI Rt-iS OUR B E L I E F  THAT I D AHO ' S  FUTURE I S  B RIGH T .  rHE 

COHMENTS ! MAKE ARE M I NE A LONE . MY I N TENT 13 NOr TC OFFEND 

OR PAS3 JUDGEME N T , BUT R�THER TO SH� RE  A POI HT O F  V I EW T HAT 

SOKE MAY NOT HAVE PREVIOUSLY CONS I DERED . 

IN CHOOSING IDAHO AS T H E  PLACE TO R A I SE OUR FAMILY HY W I FE 

AND I PLACED AH EMPHASIS OH SUCH T H I NG S  AS A WHOLE SOME SOC IAL 

ATHOSPHERE , RELATIVEL� LOW COST OF LI VING AND A CLEAN 

ENVIRONME N T .  W E  HAVE HADE A COMMl rMENT TO E A C H  O T H E R  T HAT 

IDAHO I S  WHERE WE I HTEND TO STA L I ' M  A BUSI HESS HAN I N  

POCATELLO AND I ' H  POS I T I VE ABour THE C l ry ' S  FUTURE AND rHE 

FUTURE OF SOUTHEAsr IDAHO . AM COMMI TTED TO IDAHO � 

IT IS T H I S  S AME COMMITMENT THAT B R I NGS ME TO THESE HEARI NGS 

TODAY � THE FORCE THAT WON ' T  LET ME REST I S  MY CON S C I E N CE .  

NEARLY SEVEN �EARS AGO OUR NEIGHBORS T O  THE SOUTH WERE FACED 

W I T H  A S I M I LAR D I LEMMA WHICH PARALLE LS THE LIS PROJECT I N  

MAHY WAYS . 

THE FOLLOWING IS A S TATEKENT , MADE B� THE PRESI D ENCY OF rHE 

MORMON CHURCH , ON THE BAS I HG OF THE MX M I S S I LE :  ( SEE ArTACHED 

CO P Y :  CHURCH NEWS , PUBLISHED BY DESEREr NEWS , SALT LAKE C l ry ,  

UTAH; FOR THE CHURCH O F  JESUS C H R I ST O F  LATTER-D AY SAI N r s ,  

WEEK E HD I NG M A Y  9 ,  1 9 8 1 : PAGE 2 . )  

I O P POSED THE MX PROJECT. I NOW OPPOSE rHE S I S  PROJECT FOR 1 . 1 



en 
(.T1 
-Po 

2 . 7 . 2  
THE SAME MORAL REASONS A N D  A S  A MArTER OF CONS C I E N CE ; flOT 

BECAUSE OF THE TECHNOLOGY BUT BECA USE OF [TS USE [ N  C REAT[NG 

AN OMI NOUS DEVICE . C H R [ 8 T  S A I D  ·· B LESSED A RE THE PEACE MAKERS 

FOR THEY S HA L L  BE C A L LED THE C H I LD R E N  OF GOD" LET OUR 

A C r [ O N S  AND OUR EFFORTS BE D I RECTED TOWARD WOR�D PEACE AND 

LET I T  BEG I N  W I TH US ! 

S'I'akHllen'l' of the Firs'I' Presidency 
on basing o'F lhe MX Inissile 

w �  have r�cdvtd m,,,y j"'lulrl�. concun,!n, 
Out '��Ji"r.1 Gn the Ilro,,"��d b;uinl 01 the IIX 
missile 1)'511'111 111 Utah :md Nev.dn Aller use .. I". 
III ITnl dclail inlom'DliclII TfCfntty a ... llable. and 
aUer the lUo�t c�fcllli anLlI'r�J'erlul consh.luoiJoo . we n,ake the the lollowiuj(sllliernenl. ,,"are 01 thG 
r',ponse 01lT word. lIe IIk"l)' to evoke from Loth 
propouenll lnd opponculsof lh. syslclII. . 

FI ... t, br ;"ar of len.,nl "h�cr"oli.>n ",e UP".1 
GIII, .'.ndnl" eainr\ Ihe lerr"llyln. Imll race In 
which the n.Uont 01 tht carth .rc pruenUy. 
mr.red. We dtplore ln plr!icular tht builoSlnlol 
.... t lrsen.[s ol nueleIlTWeaI'Onry. Wene advi"'d 
U,�t the� II .Irudy Mough .ueh wen["OJnrr 10 
dutrny In litre meuure nUT clvlUntlun, with 
COnlerjUebt IUIferlnl ",d n.buy !JI. inealculable 
utcnt. SHOII"'Y, ",·lth relerenn to lht prntnU, 
flMf"J5l'd �IX: bII�inr In lJIall and Nf'vnda, ""e are 
lold U •• l if lh .. cuu fo ...... rd .. pl.nUfd, LI .. UI 
Illvuln the conllrudlon 01 U"'n�lndl of lI1ilu of 
heaT)' dut,. rond., .. iU, U,. buHdinr ot lolne 4,1iOO 
.bellen In whirh ... 1I1 .... hl",len.ome 200 mJ$�lLeI, 
ueh Inned with 10 ... �r"I'I" I. Each olle ol lhfn 10 
nudur .. nrhea.,r .... lll ha\t lur I:Tnll'r'le�'ructive 
polrnti.l lh.ndid U,ebull1bl dtorped onlllrolhlrua • ndNa" .atJ. . 

W, undeutlludthatUdA <"(IUtcpt bbased Oll U,e 
provlsi(l"sol. treDty ... hicll lms nt .. er l�en T.U/Ied • 
nnd that .1Jn,,' such • treaty, 1he l'",po5ed 
1",tr.U.Uon conld he cW.nded Indtf1nUel,.. Ib 
pl'DlleT� II'le lhatlhe$y'ltmb !ltrictly dcfell'iv. In cOllupL a"d IlInt U ... eheneel lre e:dnlnely 
�mole Un.( It ... ill ever be .ctu�Uy emph,yed. 
lIo""ever, hlslory lnllicllte, that metl l!ave .eldom 

created �rtn.menll tb.1 eventu.lly were n�t put �� 
. We UI mOil Irav�ly concemed over the 

'provosed concentration III • rel,Ulel,. ·re.�lritted 
nea al the W".!. O"r .eeUllr . ... ouldbe lhe .. me · 
about c:oncentuUon 'n .ny pDrtol the naU'!I1.Jus:t '1 we .Ulune Iholl In �IIY oilier .re. 10 selected 
would have shnUn leellnll •. WUh luch enncenln· 
tI�, one .e.mtnt o[ Ule populnUun .. ould 1Jellr ' hl,bl,. dlsproporUonale .hne III Iht burdell, In ll�e. 
lost and propert,. deltroyed, ln co.t oi lln IU.Ilck. 
Pll.rth:ullTly l l S\Kh .... er� to be .. tllfl!lon .lbck. . � . 

Such c�ncelllr.UQn . ... e."'lnlonried,m.,. elen 
lnvite atlaek u.ndu . IInt·strike IIr.tel:y on the ... ut 01 .11 .l:r",$50r. 1I .lIch occulTed the relult 
would be near aruolhiJ.UOIl of mod ot .. bat ,,·e hIlVe 
Ilrivm lo bulJd .loc' Qur plonHr lorebeau lird 
came to thele wutem nllen. . 

F"urtl,em.ore. we n. tuJd th.t ln the ennt ol • .  
Ilnt·Jlrik" .llack, deadJy faUolIl -.dd 1Jt clTrled 
by prllv.Jllnr ... ·llld • •  cro .. n'ucb. ol tIJe nIUnn, 
mahlllul .nd de.tnlylnl wbetltver ill pervulh 
eloud touched, 

. 

Inevlt.blY lO lnr,:l . conrhucUon proJect ... ollhi 
bave .n .dver5e lmJ"lacl on "ater tesourcu, lS ... el� 
Il loC'lolo,1cal .nd enoloa:!cal l.clnu ln the .rel . 
W.lerhu ,!w."l beenwoe'uUY lhortln thhp.rtol the We.t. We luilhl.llIpect th.l ln meeUnl Uli, 
• ddIUon.l dern.nd lor .... lerlherecouldhe .erlou' . 
lonr lerm consequeneu. . .. '� . � 

We .r. nol ldvene 10 eOll.bttnt .nd atalJle 
popid.Uoa rrn .. lh, but U .. InIlua:··ol ten. 01 
thou�alld,ol le,"por.ryworkenlndthelrJlrnmel,· 
toretl,er with UIO.e Involved hi IUPl"'Clrt.servicea: 
wouldcr"'telnve .oclolollcal p"robl�nll, p'r1\C"'. 

la,ly "'hen fOllpl� with nil 11I11 .... lncid�lIt Io UHi 
IlilticlJ1�led ('I"I,hui1 on �"eru tievdul'Ulcnt. ' •. 1''''I,lislu'll liu<lil'l l.,dlc�le 11'111 the lu��: 
�etllor.y 01 U,e lIfe� would Jike",il� Lf' �"v�ml,r 
IlUefl�d . -:: . 

dl'II��: '��':rll r:��c� J:;i�r::�:';;b���kY
d�;l�:� : 

lIIinll11l:e Ule l"oblcnll thlll ml;hlhe UI'fftcd lloI In tnuhni�1I lite ecollmnlc 1Jtndill U'31 tn;t1� 
"ecru�. "nlll ruson, lor loeb portray.11 I\ill llf 
obvlou.. .... . . . . ... ...

. . 
01lr I�Ulr" 

'
ealne 10 Ihl • .' ... elt(>m Uti 10 ��:��it�', �e

h�:::t:�'�1 '"J:!e!'.%�·:tr.l�:nf:��,� �. 
denlal oll"e �ery en(>"ce ofthntIOIJl¥.I,U,atl"tloil 
ullle c""eral .rea th�re .1I0uld be fOIlSlrur.led , 
lII'mulotli W<"3I!"'18 .)·�teln polellli.Uy C'I,.blft! 
t!cstroyillpfllucb nl eiviliuUnn. 1., 'Wllh t1, .. "'Olt nrlollli eQllCern(lverthe presoilil 
lIIoral q<tf'�lIun 01 J>lIs�ihJe nucJe�r conll\cl Itf l->Iutl ... ·lIh nur nIU,,"a! IUlieU ln nmn1>l, the 
(;!elliu. of the ".Ih'n to lind vllblll 8llem�thu 
"hlch ... iH!cture al nnurllerul1enn" "·ilhfe.,, 
huord. [he prolecllon Irotn poullJle en�m, 
8nre.�lnn .. hkh II our eomillOD coneem. 

�hy5, 19fI 

March 30,  1988 

'[D WHa-! IT MAY = 
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E'XttJ b tfV 

My name is Robert B .  Clark. I reside at 6674 No. 25th East, Idaho Falls, 

Idaho 83401 
I take this op"[Xlrtunit.y to write rrry sup"[Xlrt of the S�ial Isatope 

Seperator (SIS) Project. I w::JUld rather have s"[Xlken before the panel , 
hC1NeVer, due to the tirre change and rrry schedule, this is not. "[Xlssible� 

I bel ieve the way to keep peace is to be st.rong . Because we are 
now strong as a nat ion � are fr€'€' to ("'hoose where to live, where to 
�rk, where t.o w:Jrship, ard. free to offer ot..rr opinion on this irrpJrtant 
project.. I feel that to be able to keep this strength and to add u"[Xln, 
"we rust go forth with this SIS project. 

Why the lNEL? We have an excel lent project location at the site • 
The local w:Jrk force is second to none in terms of quality aOO ability. 
We have a gocd la.lx>r-rM.nagerrent agreerrent in the stabi lization agreement. 
The security is extrerrely tight with state of the art equiprrent. The 
local sUP£Xlrt is bet.ter here than ei t her of the two ot.her si tes being 
C"Onsideroo . 

This project is needed badly in this area also because of the b:Jost 
it will give the local econany. We need the jobs it wi l l  create . I 
have chosen Idaho Falls to live because of a l l  it has to offer. My 
futt..rre ard. the futt..rre of rrry business depends on the INEL site .  Therefore, 
rrry futt..rre depends on the INEL sect..rring the SIS project. 

I do not appreciate the out. of state, arl(.l out. of area people who 
have nothing to loose or anything to gain coming in here trying to die-tate 
rrry futt..rre .  'That should be rrry choice , because I am a free American. 
I do, hc:Jwever , acknow1edge their right to offer opinion � HCMever, it 
is the loca l people who should be heard with the greater efTl[i1asis on 
this im"[Xlrtant decision. 

Please bring the SIS project. to the lNEL. The local supp:>rt truly 
is overwhelming. 

Si ncerely, 

Robert B. Clark 
president/General Manager 

P.O. Box 1 366 • Idaho Falls, Idaho 83403·1 366 • (208) 523· 1 9 1 9  
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l"li I'Jfll'!t. I S L L  11-- f- 8k(l D y  - I I-iES I 01::. A r 1 668 Gr..Rt·· I ELLJ,  1 O{�HU I--r.-!LLS, 

I UAHu . t:\!'JI.! HAVE f-Uh: -I WI::.N1 Y-"fHkEE Y E fCH..; S .  U W N  A HUf1E SPI::. C I AL I Y  

lA:.I-" f l k  I 1-11=.1'J I S fuf:':E: Hf:.:�'·E:. I I'J I DI�HO � AL L S  C ;..\LLE:.u "BRADY S " .  

1 A M  ?l l-'ASl P R L S I D E:. N l  UI- l H� GkEAT�R I DAHU FALLS CHAMBER ul-

CUI'1MEHC!:: .- 1 '78.":'--84. "I HI::: I DAHO F ALLS CHAMBEk ul- L uMl'lERLE HHS 

3 . 2 . 7 nLl'll"S "" '.N SUF 'PUh: "I I VE S l f-'lND rUi</AF\U r'RUJE: C"I S f-l l T HE I N E:. L .  

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 1  

fH{-l 1 SUFf=.'ul' "1 I \.,IE:. I';'U S  f UHE CUMES FF:OI"I {\ rkUS r DE,,"'I::: LOFED 8 1::-: C(-lUSE. OF 

1 Hl 1 NE.l S E. ALI:.LLE.N 1 RECURD OF- PRUGRE:.SS 1 N �AF- f:.. I Y AND I E:.CHt�ULOG Y .  

! I Ill. � o  LUMI:�S 1--F\U�l r H E  CHr-'lI'1B!=.h: S API-'PEC I A r I UI'J UF- T HE VI:::H Y  SPEC U i L  

E!LNE:.t 1 l S i U I � It..: SUL 1 0-- E:.CUNUM I e L L F- E UF- 1 DAHU F- {'LLS ANU THE 

SLJRkuUNDl l'JG f;F(b'-I . 

'=> l l"JLf. I :.NVI hUNI·I!:.N I ?lL I t'IP?'lC I IS I H E:: I SS UE ,  kEEP IN M I N D THA"j 

1 H I �  U'1N H1LLUDI::. Mf�NY ) H I NGS OTHl::k T HA�J A I R ,  Wf1TI::.H (4ND LAND. yOU 

11LJ:;.· ) AL�JU L.uNSI DI:.r.: " IH!:' SuC I AL GlU�iL l T Y  UF L I F E .  

(.1 1 I H£ Pf�I::.SI::./'J T  r I M!:::. SERVE UN fHE. BOARD OF D I RE.C 1 LJRS 01-: 1 HE 

l LJ?'lHU f"HLLS SYI1�·HutJY. �IIE. HAVE. ONE OF- ·1 HE � I Nf:..S -1 SYt'IPHUN I LS 

MJyvJHt-.RE.  fl G��EAT N UI'1 BER tJF T HE URCHESTRA NEMBERS {'iRE S 1 1  E 

(IJUF,n::HS. I B!:.L I I::.VE WE COULD NO-I SUr'F--URT A SY MPHUNY HERE IN I DAHO 

H· H . L S  IIJ l I HUU f I HE 1 NEL . 

11Y WH E" IS A -I E?'iCHER IN SCHuOL D I S  I fl l e-I 9 1 .  S H t::: SEkVES UN 

I HI::. BUI·il..;O (If: D I REC fURS OF 1 H I::. I DAHO FALLS UPERA TI-H:::A"I ER (lND Hf'lS 

F 'I::.RFUkt11::.D I N  SEVE:.R?lL PRODUC T I UhIS. I ,  AND MEMBE.RS OF t1Y F-AM I L Y ,  

HIWI::. WUkt:.EO A�3 S T flGEHAI'JDS B E H  I ND r HE �-)CENES A N D  Ht:::LF' t::: D TO a u  I L D  

SLLNE.I·(y f- U R  - I  �IL D I FF-ERENT OF'EnAS. tJUR VOLUNT EER Of-·t:::RA CUMPANY 

H(�S 8EI::.N MEN r r UNE D  I I'J NAT"I ONAL OF'J:::RA MAGA L I NES AS ONE OF rHE 

f- 1 Nf:.�-.i -r UI- SMALL TOWN OF'ERAS. �II I rHOU l TH!:. T{lLENTED F'ERSONt..JEL UF 

I"HE:. S I r E I r WOULD BE:: D I Fr- I CUL T TO MA UHA HJ AN D SUPPORT AN OPERA 

Gf\UUF' UF rH I S  C AL I BER . 

1 AL�;U SE RVE ON T HI=. C I T I Z E N S A D V I SURY BOAk D UF THE EASTERN 

l UAHU kEG I UNAL MEDI CAL CEN TER.  BECAUSE OF OUR NEt.-J R E G  I LJNAL 

11L D ]  Lt:=iL CE N l E:.R. 11 I S  NOW SE.LDUM NECESSARY T O  T RAVEL. T U  SALT LAVE 

CI ry I-UR 11ED IC{lL CARE. EAS"TERN I Dt:=lHU REG I UNAL MED I CA L  CEI'"JTER HAS 

I HE LAT�ST H I GH TECH ME D I CAL EQU I PME N T AVA I L A BLE . SOON. I N  

COUPf:..RA T I OI'J W I T"H T H E  S I TE ,  E AS TERN I DAHO REG I ONAL M E D I CAL CENTER 

�-J I LL. BE I NVOLVE:.D I N  A MODERN DAY M E D I CAL M I RACLE C AL L ED " T HE 

BURON NJ::. U T RUN CAPTURE THERAF·HY. 

:2 
THOUSANDS OF BRA I N  CANCER 
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V I C T I MS W I L L GE:. l f'l RE.PRIEVL FROt1 CER1 A I t� DEA1 H THf.iOUGH f HE:: 

rW'PL I U� 1  I O N  uF RAD I A T I UI'J f-kuM A Rt:::A C rOR rHAT vJAS TO BE RET I R E D .  

E:...VEN MORE t1E:. D I  U\L Bf...:EA�·. l HRUUGHS W I LL BE POSSI BLE:. l.J I T H  THe. S I S  

h:ESF(·iRCH HND UPERA r I OI'J . 

{\s A Ff-n HU:;: Of- E:. I G H "I C H l LDREN , AND A GF\At-.lUH'l I HER UF fEN 

GkANULH I LDREt-J . I vJAI'J T fO SEE THE E:.CuNtJMY OF r H I S  f4kEH DO IIJELL. 

I HE. S I S  lll l L L  BRlNG 1 0  TH l S  AREA LONG AND SHORT I Ekl"l EMPUJYt'lEN t .  A 

LrlRGl::1i I)NL' 11URt:. S r i�BLE fAX BASE, AND MuS T I I"'PORTAN 1 LY ,  r'RUV l i.JE rW 

LH 1 Ll.JRE:.t� �lND C..,Ii.L"",JUCH IL [)REN THE. OF'PORl UN I T Y T O  S l A Y fiND lllllRf". I I>J 

l U,L\Hu .  rHE 44f{1 CuNS rRUC r r ON vJOR�·. l:.RS WHO W I LL BE REUUI RE:.D 1'0 

\:I U I LL' "I H�'" S I S  r'kUJEc-r AR�_ kEf.m I L Y  AVA I U'lI:lLE IN SUUTHEf\SH: .h:hl 

I Df.iHO . r HE. Rl=.l- uRE . 1 HERE W I LL BI::: 1\10 ADVI:::RSE I MF'fiCl ON fHE SCHOOL 

SYS1 U1S.  

I WU UF I"IY SuNS f�RE I N  

f:.LUI'JOl'l I l: \:Iel'JEI- 1 I � PROV I Df:.D 

BUS i NESS W I I H  M � .  W I 1 Huu r l HE 

fU UUf;: CU!'lMUN I T Y BY T HE I NEL , -I Ht.\ r 

(I}[jULD I,JO f Bt F-'uS S I �Lt . lH� I N E::L F-'OL I C Y  OF- " BUY I DliHU" �.J I LL G I VE:. 

OUR SI"I(4LL. BUS I NESSES THE Ol-'PUR rUI'4 I TY TO SUI-'eLY 1�IATE:.h: I AU.J f-iI'm 

F'kOiJUC I !:.1 F Ur.: -IHf.:_ S I S  F'R O J E L. l . THE S I S  W I L L I NSUkE. H LUt.J1 INUEV 

EJIj\,- 1 Hul'1I1\:' 1 �  I (jf- bCtJl.JOl"l l C {It.JU SUC 1 (lL Gkm'" 1 H, At'./U rH(.) 1 G 1 VE::S US HUI-'E. 

F-Uh: fHI=. I--U I um: . •  
:3 
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Publ i c  Hearing COllments 
SIS Envi ronmental Impact Statement 

Harch 30, 1988 

8�,bd 7M 

I ' ve been very i nterested i n  these publ i c  heari ngs. In  this  week, a thousand 
people w i l l  have part ici pated in thi s process . I t ' s  a marvelous thing to watch 
freedom of speech in act ion ,  an excel lent example of democracy . I t ' s  
marvelous.  

Humbl e farmers, wel l informed housewives, hardworking l aborers , and sl ick 
l awyers have each stood here and publ icly said whatever they wanted. We've 
sang songs, and watched skits, and heard peopl e boldly cl aim that their 
government was lying to them. On Monday I heard someone say that this  system 
was wrong and impl ied that we needed a di fferent form of government .  I don ' t  
bel ieve that . I bel ieve that these publ ic  hearings are the strongest evidence 
that freedom of speech is al ive and well i n  America .  That is why I support the 
SIS project . You only find freedom of speech in  the free worl d .  

America i s  free because w e  can defend ourselves . I f  America had n o  nucl ear 
weapons , there would have been no hearing on the wi l derness i ssue several weeks 
ago, no publ ic  hearing today, and no free elections thi s fal l .  As Americans, 
we enjoy a superior qua l i ty of l i fe because we can effectively defend ourselves 
from any foreign threat . 

Now I ' d  l i ke to have the fol l owing statement pl aced in the publ i c  record . You 
be the judge as to i t ' s  rel evancy and accuracy . Si xty five years ago, Len in  
surrmarized h is  Russian strategy as foll ows : 

F irst,  we wi l l  take Eastern Europe, 
Then the masses of Asia,  
Then we wi l l  encircl e the Uni ted States, which wi l l  be the l ast 

bastion of capital i sm.  
We wi 1 1  not have to attack. I t  wi l l  fal l 1 i ke an overripe fru i t  

into our hands. 
(An Enemy Hath Done Thi s, 8enson, Parl i ament Pub. pg . 92) 

A strong defense safeguards our right to determine our own dest iny as a nat ion. 

Although I work for WINCO on the SIS  Project, I 'm not a supporter because I ' m  
part o f  the team. Rather, I 'm part o f  t h i  s team because I strongly bel ieve 
that my personal freedom is l i nked to the intel l igent management of our 
nat ion ' s  defense. 

In c los i ng ,  l et me state that U prepared to defend my right to freedom of 
speech , that freedom which allows us to hold a publ ic  hearing 1 i ke this  where 
anyone can freely voice their opinion without fear of government oppression.  
That ' s  the American way . It's wonderful . 

When these hearings have closed, and the proponents and opponents have a l l  had 
their say and gone home, we can al l be thankful that freedom of speech i s  al ive 
and wel l  in  America.  I support the SIS  Project because i t  helps to protect my 
freedom to come hear today and say whatever I want . Wi thout a strong defense,  
this freedom would be as rare as a publ ic  hearing in  Russ i a .  

Thank you. /R'd�--a 
Charl es V .  Park - 1258 Norton, Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83402 

1 . 1  

3 . 4  

2 . 8 . 1 
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THE SPE C I A L  I SOTOPE SEPARAT I ON - PROJE CT NE r DS TO 
BE BU I LT 

;;JtlE�T / if 3 
«.rrT1; DUR I NG VIVfO .. WE WERE CA UGHT -tHj A N  OFFE NS I VE A TTACK FROM 

JAPA N .  IT TOOK NE ARLY TWO YE ARS FOR AME R I CA TO GE AR UP 

FOR AN OFFE NS I VE . A ND F I NALLY TO E ND THAT WAR W I TH THE 

ATOM I C  BOMB .  TODAY WE WOULD'T HAVE TWO YEARS TO GE AR 

UP FOR WAR . 

W I TH S . I . S .  WE WOULD HAVE THE A B I L  I TY TO MORE RE A D I LY 

RE SPOND TO THE NEE D  FOR WE A PON GRA[{ PLUTON I UM,b .O.E . 

I S  RE SPONS I BLE FOR u: VOLOP I NG A ND MA I NTA I Nl';." 
CAPAB I L i TY 

TO PRODUCE ALIjNUCLE AR MATE R IAL RE Q U I RE qlOR THE [{ FE NSE OF 

THE UN I TE D  STATE S .  WE HAVE A NErD  FOR A STRONG [{ FE NCE. 

NOTH I NG W I LL  STOP THE NE E D  FOR NE UCLE AR WE A PONS SHORT OF 

THE M ILLE N I UM .  

HOW COULD A N¥-ONE SE R I OUSLY BE AGA I NST TECHNOLOGY ADVA NCEMENT. 

NAT 1 0NAL SE C UR I TV' A N* I NANC I AL RE WARDS FOR I DAHO' WE NEE D 

S . I . S .  I N  I DAHO TO PROV I [{  MORE JOBS, IMPROVE OUR TA X BASE 

A ND ECONOMY . SURE S . I .S .  WOULD BE BU ILT W I TH TA X DOLLARS .  

S O  WHYI SHOULD 'NT I DA HO BE A BLE T O  GE T SOME O F  OUR TAXE S  

BACK I NTO OUR E CONOMV� CONT I NUE D  AND O N  GO I NG 

AT I . N .E .L . ARE V I TAL TO IDAHO AND THE NAT I ON! 

PROJE CTS 

TI£O/OIreA LL '( 
I DAHO COULD BE PROUD TQ HAV� THE MOS� ADVA NCED � ;J/{E£T .:J. tJF? 

lE8111.0to6Ie�H:¥ FAC I L I TY OF I TS K I ND I N  THE 1II0RLD.  

CAPABLE OF CtEA N I NG.:.UP D . O .E . OWNED PLUTON I UM  MORE SAFE LY 

A ND ECONOM I CALLY THAN WE DO NOW . TH I S  TE CHNOLOGY OF RE -

CYCL I NG NUCLE AR FUELS W ILL CONSE RVf.OUR NAT I ONAL RE SOURCE S .  
�S 

THE" LASE R CAN BE  TUNE D TO SE U CT THE TYPE OF I SOTOPE S 

[{ S I RED, A ND PRODUCE RE US .. BLE BY-PRODUCTS FROM WASn . 

SOME OF THESE WOULD BE PLUTON l u.I  24CD fUE L  IORADE , PLUT-

ON I UM 238 WH I CH COULD BE USED FOR GE N���T I N' ELECTR I CAL 

POWE R FOR SATELL I TES.  liND Of C�URS[ nUTON I ur.p39. 

W£APON IORAD�. 

TH I S; PRIilCE:>S WE.� ACTUALLY REDUCE NUCLE AR WASTE S.  I N  

fACT I T  MAW MAKE I T  UNNE CE SSARY Tlil M I NE ADD I T I ONAL URA N I UM 

I N  TH I S  COUNTRY, A ND :: I NDEP[NDE N�-ON FOR I EGN SOURCE S.  

OF URA N I UM .  

PROCESS L I Q U I D ,  SOL I D  A N D  A I R  CIilNTAM I NATE D  WASTE S ARE 

CONTROLlE D I N  A SlIFE AND CQM��T�NT MANOR AT I . N. E . L .  

I N  ACCQ/ilDANC� WI TH· CURRENT NAT l ON-'L RIi:IOUILAT I ONS. � 

5 . 28 . 2  

5 . 4 . 2  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1 
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AS F OR THIi. F I GUERS I N  THE E NV I RONH.L I MFACT STAT.ME N T .  

Rli.lA T I NG TO THE H A Z � R D S  OF 5. 1 . 5 .  I C A N  S�Y THA T T H E Y  

R E P R E S E N T  NO MORIi. OF A HA Z A RD T H A N  �E T I �G I �  WOUR C A R  

A�D DR I V I �G DOWN T H .  RQA·D . �  !i,<lu.i!J 
THE RIi. W I L l A L W A 'I!S. BE BULL.'I E S  A ND POWE R HUNGRY PE OPLE 

I N  TH I S  WORL D .  S . I . S .  WOULD BE AN ACE I N  Ttl: HOLE FOR 

BARGA I N N I NG AWU' OLD OBSE LE Tl  NE UC LE R  WE A PO NS .  ALL OF OUR 

OLD t�T'���' FOR PRODUCE I NG PLUTON I UI.I FOR DE FE NSE ARE 

30 'l![ A R S  OLD .  TH. Y A RIi. _ RUN DOWN'I N N E E D  OF R E P A  I R  

A ND OUT DA TE D.��S HOULD B E  R E P L A C E D .  

D .O.E . I S  T H E  R l SE RCH BODY OF T H f  NE UCLIi.AR I NDUSTRY . 

W I TH THE 5C l li.NT I F I C  R.SE A RCH THAT H A S  A I  4READW BEE N DONE , 

A ND PA I D  FOR W I TH OUR TAXIi.S TC KEEP A ME R I CA A HE A D .  I T  

WOULD BE S A D  I �DE E D  I F F I T  WER[ A WA STED E F FORT. 

OUA FOAM OF QOVERNMENT H A S  CHECKS A ND B A � A N C E S ���F� 

P RE S I DENT A ND SE NATh A L L  A GREE WE NE E D  5 . 1 .5. 

�!-\ E" LT 
J' of 3 

Y'OU C A N  B E T  WE NEED I T . SO I �  CONCLUSION 5 . 1 .5. DOC S  /" ny-v N' IU",Jj IC P � 

NE E D  TO BE BU I LT .  I DA H O  H A S  THE NUMBER ONE S I TE . I DA H O  ;l. (1!21  f';...q cIL 
H�f{E-

C A N T  L O S E  BY S A Y I �G Y E S  TO 5 . 1 . 5 .  

E 7 0 3  

i=-i< h.Jx:;t '/0.3 ).'iC: ���� 
=== BcJi�E ;;::,,,,,,,, === 

A Special Place 
COlnU!1ITS OP 

R. MARK PALCONBR 
GOVERNMBNTAL APPAIRS MANAGBR 

BOISB ARBA CHAMBBR OP COMMBRCB 

DRAPT BNVlRONMBNTAL IMPACT STATEMBNT HEARING 
SPECIAL ISOTOPB SBPARAlUR PROJBCT 

BOISB. IDAHO 
MARCH 29, 1988 

MR. CHAIRMAN, AND MEMBERS OP THE PANEL, I STAND BEPORE YOU THIS 

APTERNooN ON BEHALP OP THE BOISE AREA CHAMBER OP COMMERCE TO 

ENDORSE THE DR APT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT POR THE SPECIAL 

ISOTOPE SEPARATOR PROJECT AND TO EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT POR CONSTRUCTION 

OP THE SIS AT THE IDAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY. 

THE BOISE CHAMBER IS A PRIVATELY PUNDED BUSINESS PEDERATION REPRESENTING 

MORE THAN 1 100 PIRMS IN THE BUSINESS AND PROPESSIONAL COMMUNITY. 

MY NAME IS MARK PALCONER AND I SERVE AS GOVERNMENTAL APPAIRS MANAGER 

POR THE BOISE CHAMBER. 

THE IMPORTANCE OP INEL TO THE IDAHO ECONOMY AND PARTICULARLY 

TO THE COMMUNITIES OP SOUTHEAST IDAHO HAS BEEN WELL DOCUMENTED 

POR MANY YEARS. IN 1985, 10,100 JOBS AT INEL RESULTED IN THE PROVISION 

1 . 1  

OP NEARLY 24,000 JOBS IN IDAHO. APPROXIMATE INEL PAYROLL DURING PISCAL 

YEAR 1985 WAS $285 MILLION DOLLARS AND INEL PROGRAM COSTS TOTALLED 

NEARLY $600 MILLION. THAT AMOUNT, $600 MILLION, EXCEEDED THE SIZE 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 4  

OP IDAHO'S GENERAL PUND STATE BUDGET DURING THAT SAME YEAR. THE 

PACILITY IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT COMPONENT OP IDAHO'S ECONOMY 

AND OP IDAHO'S TAX BASE. AS WE ENTER THE 1990'S, WE MUST NOT LOSE SIGHT 

OP THE PACT THAT NEW PROECTS WILL KEEP INEL A VIABLE PACILITY. 

BOISE AREA CHAMBER Of COMMERCE . 711 W. BANNOCK ' P.O. BOX 2.l68 • BOISE, 10 63701 • (208) 344-5515 
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�"..-, z,,�� 
THE NEXT QUESTION IS WHETHER THE SIS IS THE TYPE OF NEW PROJECT 

WHICH SHOULD BE LOCATED AT INEL. WE FIRMLY BELIEVE IF THE SIS IS BUILT 

ANYWHERE, IT SHOULD BE BUILT AT THE PREFERRED SITE, INEL. 

THE ECONOMIC IMFACT OF THE PROJECT IS SIGNIFICANT FOR SOUTHEAST 

IDAHO AND SIGNIFICANT FOR THE STATE OF IDAHO. THE ECONOMIC F ACTS 

ARE NO SECRET: 

-440 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS EXPECTED TO BE EMPLOYED. 

-410 PERMANENT PLANT EMPLOYEES EXPECTED TO BE EMPLOYED WITH 

AN ADDITIONAL 340 PLANT EMFLOYEES INDIRECTLY EMPLOYED. 

-TOTAL PROJECT COST OF $937 MILLION WITH ACTUAL FACILITY COST PROJECTED 

AT $505 MILLION • 

THE FACT THAT THE PROJECT WILL UTILIZE EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE 

OF INEL IS A PLUS. THE PROJECT HAS THE POTENTIAL OF GENERATING FAR-REACHING 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES. EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT RESEARCH 

AND TECHNOLOGY SURROUNDING THE PROJECT. THE PROJECT WILL PUT 

IDAHO ON THE LEADING EDGE IN THE APPLICATION OF ADVANCED LASER 

TECHNOLOGY WITH THE POTENTIAL FOR HIGH-TECH SPIN-OFF INDUSTRIES. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SHOULD CONTINUE TO FOCUS ITS EFFORTS 

ON ADDRESSING ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY CONCERNS RELATED TO THE 

PROJECT. THE DEBATE SURROUNDING THESE ISSUES IS HEALTHY BECAUSE 

IT WILL ULTIMATELY LEAD TO BETTER EFFORTS ASSURING: 

-SAFER TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TO AND FROM INEL. 

AND 

-SAFER OPERATION OF THE PROJECT INCLUDING PROPER STORAGE OF 

LOWER LEVEL WASTE AT INEL. 

PAGE 3 

:.t�t!, -1�'l 
IN THE COURSE OF THIS DEBATE, HOWEVER, WE MUST BE CAREFUL TO COMMUNICATE 

AN ACCURATE, BALANCED MESSAGE THAT IDAHOANS SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE SIS PROJECT AT INEL. 

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO REPORT OUR POSITION TO YOU. 
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S I S  HEARING, BOIS E ,  IDAHO 

Statement of opposition to 

SIS at current s i te of INEL . 

Brian Conner 

3 9 3 9  Oak Park Pl . 

Boi s e ,  Idaho 8 3 7 0 3  

E 
Exhrbtf- 70'1 

There has been a lot of talk about the j obs and revenue 

that SIS wi l l  produce for Idaho but I believe that the dangers 6 . 2  
of plutonium production far outweigh the economic advantages 

it will bring. 

Furthermore the need for plutonium production has very 

l i ttle base to rest on . Quoting a recent article i n  Newsweek 

Thomas Chochran coauthor' 6£ Nuclear Weapons Databook, 

. . .  calculates that the nation currently has 90 tons of 4 . 1  
plutonium stockpiled i n  weapon s ,  10 tons i n  storage and an 

additional 10 tons available i n  scrap . Retiring about 5 0 0  

warheads under t h e  I N F  agreement c o u l d  supply 2 more tons . "  

With this in mind i t  appears that the of ficials from the top 

to the bottom o f  the DOE have interests which l i e  more i n  the 

safecy of their j obs , research , and pocketbooks than i n  the 

security of the u . s .  
The DOE ' s  inability t o  controll i ts plants saftey has 

been blatantly apparent with the incidents which have occured 

at Three Mile Island and the Savannah River reactors . More 

recently " Savannah River o f f i c i a l s  reduced operating power 

levels for the third t i me in f i f teen months , after scei n t i s t  

dis covered y e t  another error i n  h e a t  calculation s . "  One 3 . 2 . 7  
government investigator is quoted i n  the artical to have s a id 

" It was a clear s ignal that they are concerned down there 

about the ability of the emergency core cooling system to 

contain a catastrophic acciden t . "  Earlier this month the 

plant emmited a puff o f  radioactive tritium i n  the atmosphere 

yet the DOE said i t "posed no health danger . "  Environmentalists 
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around the Savannah R i ver s i t e  say that low level radioactive 

waist and toxic chemi cals are leaking i n t o  the s o i l  and 

the ground water . Yet s t i l l  a DOE o f f i ci a l  a t  the plant said 

that danger i s  remote . 

Th i s  I am sure w i l l  be the rhetoric that Idahoans wi l l  

b e  subjected t o  b y  the DOE i f  SIS is brought to Idaho . 

As far as the economic advantages are concerned , I would 

rather suf fer poverty tpan have myself and those around me 

s u f f er the horrors of an accident such as the one which 

occured a t  Chernobyl o r  the many who l i veG near Three M i l e  

I s l an d  y e t  have s ince died o f  cancer. 

�c� 

E 7 0 5  

t:x:llIDr'-r 70� 
Testimomy of Gary R. Hall opposed to SIS proposal . 
box 698 
Boise, Idaho 83701 

As a native Idahoan I am opposed t o  the Auchwit zlike SIS contributing 
towards more nuclear bombs. The proposed location i s  unsafe geologicly 
and the cost unco�lable when there are much more pressing needs. Host 
of all I am certain that the DOE and U . S . A .  will not be around __ 
24 ,000 years from now to t ry to contain and protect the plutonium. 

Sincerely, 

�p..�� 
Gary R .  Hall 

1 . 1  
5 . 2 . 1 0 
4 . 1  
5 . 2 7 . 6 . 3  
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I Am Nuclear God 
rode the winds J Across the ocean i n  Enola Gay 
Shadowing the children 
Playing i n  Horishima. 

I am sleeping 
In the MX missi le, the ICBM's, the SS20's, and 
In the President's plans for Star Wars. 

I cause fear in the hearts 
Of those aware of my existence. 
I crave the lazy apathy 
Of those ignorant and complacent. 

I eat tri l l ions of dol lars 
While chi ldren starve in third-world countries 
And l ive without hope in U.S. ghettoes. 

I must be produced for ever and ever. 
I am the cold war, the rumors, a nd rumors 
Of war. 

The world has given me 50,000 Altars. I am Nuclear god, 
Conceived for mutual assured destruction 
Designed in diabolical darkness. 
I wait 

To annihi late a l iving planet. 

SOPHIA A, WHEElOCK 

M •. Mhr", .. d " " "".lrr ofYiI'iJf "il,. f,u'" //I SDI", .. , ltt/rhi,Q" 

Th(o Ill��"r� ml dn.\llnl! t� on(' 01 Ihe ,",'nllihuUt>n. - onc ol llllln� - mlld" .<> n,l' CimrriIlIlQlt'H"IIIQI/ Q.t .. " b� S. Sluan John�on or Si'J,er,dan. "" ) ommj;. 
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Ed M .  Hunter 
1 5 2 4  Johnson 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 83 2 7 4  

Mr . chairman. 
v i s i tors . 

members of 

E 7 1 7  

E''fh;b it  7/ 7 

the panel ,  fel low citizens, and 

I am here today to voice my opinion because I feel that th i s  i s  
a very i mportant issue, and I feel that th i s  panel needs t o  hear 
from a wel l  balanced cross section of this community. 

I am 31 years old and have been a l i fe long resident and 
concerned citi zen of the state of Idah o .  Presently I am employeu 
in the construct i on industry, and would hope to continue to be 
empl oyed there. 

It seems that there are res idents of the state that would not 
have Idaho on the leading edge of modern technology. I have also 
heard from part time residents, who apparently have only their 
own personal interests in mind, when they try to i n f luence the 
inte l l igent, ful l  time res idents of this state into not accepting 
such a f i ne opportunity for state advancement and growth as the 
SIS project. 

I am concerned about, and appose nuclear warfare, but I feel that 
the best deterrent to nuclear war is a strong m i l itary, with a 
modern arsenal of quality h i -tech weapons . 

I truly b e l i eve that the S I S  project is a good thing for a l l  
citizens o f  the state of Idaho. I wou ld l ike t o  point out just a 
few of the numerous good points that the S I S  project has . 

Current ly we have a stock p i l e  of eroding nuclear fuel that needs 
to be recyc l ed .  Since the S I S  proj ect uses l aser technology 
rather than nuclear power. ( wh ich is how th i s  job i s  being done 
now) Then th i s  task could be accomp l ished in a much more 
effic ient and espec i a l l y  safe manner, thus reducin, the output of 
nuclear waste. 

With the laser technology that wi l l  be used in the S I S  project 
there is seemingly endless pos s ib i l ities for future use. The 
pos s i b i l ities that exist for future use alone, should end a l l  
debate, and al low the S I S  project t o  start immed iately. 

I wonder how many people here today are fami l iar with the PBF 
fac i l ity on the s ite? For those of you who are not, it is one of 
those so-cal led death rendering nuclear reactors . But now after 
many years of safe and success f u l  operation our fine engineers 

and doctors have found a way to turn that reactor into a machine 
that may be used to treat a form of brain cancer that could not 
be treated by surgery. I f i nd the pos s i b i l ity of S I S  s p i n  off 
projects l ike th i s  very exoitin'. The SIS l aser may s omeday be 
used to treat any number of currently untreatab l e  d i seases that 
plague mankind. And if some day, one of us should ever need some 
of th i s  special i zed treatment, I would hope that the laser has 
been in operation for a number of years to prove its rel i ab i l ity 
and worth iness for human u s e .  We have no idea how many benefits 
to mankind th i s  project can produce, so lets not shut it down 
just because some of the people don ' t  l i ke only one of it ' s  
funct ions . There are far to many pos s i b i l ities for good that must 
be cons idered . 

One of the best points to consider in the S I S  project is that the 
laser can be in one b u i lding, with d i f ferent projects in other 
bu i ldings , thus a l lowing easy and save expan s i on wh i l e u s ing the 
same laser for a l l  of the projects . Once th i s  fuel is processed 
then we w i l l  have a working l aser fac i l ity that can be used to 
deve lop and produce count less benefits for mankind. 

Mankind i s  e i ther progres s ing or regres s ing . 

Think about that for a minute. 

I can ' t  te l l  i f  the opponents to this project want u s  to regress 
a l l  the way to the stone age, or only as far as the s ixti es . Some 
of the speakers have quoted Pres ident E i s enhower, I ' m  g l ad that 
he had the foresight to make many of the great decis ions that he 
did that helped in the prQgression r ather than regress i on of 
mankind. 

Sometimes we as individuals need to put our own personal feel ings 
aside and view certain s ituations as what w i l l  be best for the 
area or the nation as a whole. As a ph i l osopher once said, "the 
needs of the many, outweigh the needs of the few " .  It is easy to 
be s e l f ish and think of only ourselves, but it is very rewarding 
when we can help our neighbors and fel l ow mankind to accomp l i sh 
things which are a l ittle i nconvenient to us at the present, but 
wi l l  benefit many others in the futur e .  

Let ' s  keep modern technology, future benefits, as wel l  as jobs in 
mind when we consider th i s  very important issue . The S I S  project 
i s  a good thing for Idah o .  

I would l i ke to thank the panel and the aud ience f o r  letting me 
take a few minutes of your time, so that I may go on pub l i c  
record as one of many who i s  i n  support of the S I S  project. 

Thank-you , � 1I1 . .;J� 
Ed M .  Hunter 
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My name 1 s  J ohn Tanner .  
INl>L. 

El l 8  

['l-A d :u'-/-7 / Jr I l i v e  in I daho Fal l s .  I work at the 

There 1s no need �o t e l l  �astern Idahoans that the IN&L can 
handle large quanti ti e s  of hlgnly radioacti ve mat erials safely. For )0 yeaP. we 9&ve repro c e s s e d  uranium nuc lear fuel without contaml
natln& tb& '-'.lroam.nt or harming our s e lv e s . The SIS pro j e c t  w i l l  
be s imple:r � this regard, because there wl .l1 b e  only t wo  radio
active . l.m�s instead o f  dozens, and overall radio a c t i v i ty wi l l  
b e  orjers of magnitude les s .  

For 40 years plutonium has been transported o n  our n a t i o n ' s  
highways between the places that make it and the plac e s  that u s e  i t .  
without s9readlng any contamination .  A change o f  routes will mak e 
no differenc e .  

The ini t i a l  purpose o f  SIS 1 s  to enable u s  to produce weapons 
grade plutonium after the reactors at Hanford and Savannah River 
have reached the end o f  their useful l i ve s ,  a time which is only a 
few years away. The Russians will co ntinue to have a large produc
t i o n  capab i l i ty for weapons grade plutonium b y  means o f  their well� 
known graphite reactors, which also ?roduce abou t 5% of their e le c 
tric i t y .  It i s  only prudent t h a t  w e  a l s o  maintain such a capab i l i ty ,  
whether i t  i s  needed a t  any gi ven moment o r  n o t .  

Because SIS w i l l  produce a higher q u a l i t y  pluto nium than i s  
produced i n  a reactor, o ther uses a r e  foreseen. W e  c o u l d  remove the 
unwanted plutonium i so t o p e s ,  which account for most o f  the radio
a c t i v i t y ,  from our entire stOCKpile of weapons grade plutoniUM, and 
thus make future handling e a si er and safer. A suffi c i e n t l y  pure � 
plutonium-2)9 might also serve as a substi tute for uranium-23.5 in 
small nuclear weapons • 

But in all of th i s ,  our goal must be to end the nuclear arms 
rac e ,  God w i l l i n g ,  not to win i t .  The l a t t e r  o b j e c t i v e ,  pursued b y  b o t h  S i de s ,  c a n  only lead to d i s a s t e r ,  j us t  a s  an uncontrolled arms race brought on World War I .  

u f  c o urse w e  must nego t i a te from strength. Doing that produced 
the INF agreement to d i s card intermediate range mi s s i le s  on b o th 
s i d.es . Similarly, the START nego t i a t i on s  a i ;n to dra s t i c a l ly reduce 
strategic mi s s ile s .  we must let our re�re sentat i ve s  know that we 
sup�ort these e fforts, for there are those who op p o s e  them. 

and why not a nucl ear te s t  ban? Arguments that it would be 
unver i fiable are r�?idly being laid to rest by geophy s i c a l  testa 
and analys e s . But some say we nee� to moderni ze our forc e s .  uon ' t  the 
Russians have any tempting weapons im9rovement� to forgo ? WQuldn f t  
we all b e  b e tter o f f  witnout the present proliferation o f  sma l l ,  
concealab l e  wea?o n s ?  wouldn ' t  w e  b e  b e tter o f f  i f  w e  had agreed no t 
to de v e lo p  MIRV ' s  and cruise m i s s i l e s  in the first p l ac e ?  Others 
say we would l o s e  confidence in the r e l i ao i l i t y  of our weapons . 
Wouldn ' t  the Russians have the sarne problem? Can l t  'Io,;e hold o ur GfWfl 
with them in thi s Kind of qual i t y  a s s urance conte s t 1  and what a b le s s ing 
if we both lost confijence i n  our wea90ns! I t  would s ur e l y  inhi b i t  
their u s e  in a f i r s t  s triKe . 

Whi l e  we examine with a microscope the disadvantages of thi s o r  
that dis srmament agree�ent, let us n o t  overlOOK the advantages o f  
coolin@: down the nuc lear arms race . If w e  i ns i s t  that the Russ i an s  
cannot be trusted under a n y  c ircums tanc e s ,  t h e n  where i s  the sto?ping 
�oint short of war? 

We each have some influence with our e l e c t e d  representativ e s .  We 

�!���fn�O��ia������m��� ���Ic�� �:v�i��z���a�e
o�����t£�: ����n;tti tUje 

in other matter s .  As we oro c e e j  with SIS, let us al s o  say some thing 
'')out how a l l  this is used. 
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March 30 , 1 988 

Mr . Ch a i rman : 

My name is G a r y  Par k .  I r e s i de a t  2202 South B e l l i n  Road , I d ah o  
F a l l s ,  I d ah o .  

I have l i ved m y  en t i r e  l i fe i n  S o u t h  E a s t  I d aho . have been 

af f i l i a ted w i t h p r o j ec t s  a t  every area o f  t h e  INEL for the past 1 9  
year s .  I who l ehear t e d l y  suppo r t  t h e  S .  I .  S .  Pro ject b e i ng s i t e d  

a t  INEL . I am c o mp l e t e l y  c o m fo r t a b l e  w i t h i t  b e i ng s i t e d  h er e .  I 

wou l d  l i k e  to address some �h i c h  opponents h a v e  b r o u g h t  up 

r e l a t i v e t o  t h i s  p r o j ec t .  

1 .  M a t e r i a l  h a nd l i ng and personnel safety p o l i c i es a t  t h e  I NEL 
speak for themse l ve s .  More d e t a i l ed and c a r ef u l l y  t h o u g h t  
o u t  safety p o l i c i e s  e X l s t  i n  t h e  nuc l ear i nd u s t r y  t h a n  any 

o ther , They a r e  c o n t i nu a l l y  upgraded and i mp r oved . Safe t y  
i s  one of t h e  h i ghest p r i o r i t i e s o f  t h e  I NEL . 

P l ease ask yourse l f  h o �  many i n jur i e s  o c c u r  each year i n  t h e  

nuc l ear i nd us t r y . T h e n  c o m p a r e  t h i s  number � i t h o t her 

i nd us t r i es such as Chemi c a l , M i n i ng ,  Lumber , Agr i c u l t ur e , 

T r a v e l  or Tour i sm .  There i s  no c o m p a r l so n . I suggest t h e r e  

h a v e  been m o r e  i n j u r i es i n  t h e  h i l l s  a t  Sun Va l l ey t h a n  t h e r e  

have b e e n  a t  t h e  en t i r e  I NEL i n  t h e  p a s t  20 year s .  

2 .  Reg a r d i ng s t a tements t h a t  we a l r eady have t o o  much p l u t o n i um ,  

I b e l i eve most o f  t h i s  p l u t o n i um i s  unusab l e  as i t  no� e x i s t s  

u n t i l  i t  i s  r e f i ne d  a n d  reproc essed . Th i s  i s  e x ac t l y  w h a t  

t h e  S .  I .  S .  Pr o j ec t i s  d e s i gned t o  d o .  I t  w i l l  emp l o y  t h e  

� s t  up t o  d a t e  techno l o gy t o  p e r f o r m  t h i s  r e p r o c e s s l n g  

eff i c i en t l y  and s a fe l y .  The techno l o g y  o f  t h e  S .  I .  S .  

a l so b e  ap p l i e d  t o  numerouS o t her p r oduc t s  and m a t e r i a l s .  

3 .  I t  h a s  been sa i d  t h a t  E a s t e r n  I d aho does no t need t h e  5 . 1 .  S .  

Pro j ec t ,  y e t  a l mo s t  every one e n j o y s  t h e  I d aho l i fe s t y l e .  I 

suggest t h a t  t h i s  l i fe s t y l e  �ou l d  no t e x i s t  a s  i t  does now , 

w i t h o u t  t h e  I NEL and such p r o j e c t s  as the S .  I .  S .  The 

E a s t e r n  I daho economy needs t h i s  p r o j ec t .  E a s t e r n  I d aho 

r e s i d e n t s  need t h i s  p r o j ec t .  I d ah o  needs t h i s  p r o j ec t .  
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S. I .  S .  Pr o j e c t  
P a g p  2 

I t  i s  o f t en s a i d  r e g a r d i ng i s sues such a s  S .  I .  S . ,  t h a t  1 0  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  gener a t e  9 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  the no i se .  I 
b e l i e ve t h a t  the v i ews of t h e  r e ma i n i ng 90 % of the peop l e ,  
who are n o r ma l l y  s i l en t , are beg i nn i ng t o  b e  h e a r d  1 n  t h i s  
c a s e ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  o v e r wh e l m i ng sup p o r t  f o r  the S .  I .  S .  

P r o j e c t .  

L e t s  l e t  I d a h o  r e s i d e n t s  dec i d e  o n  I d aho p r O j e c t s .  

L e t s  l e t  Amer i c a  b e  Amer i c a .  

I suppo r t  t h e  S .  I .  S .  P r o jec t .  

A you '1,7 A / �. r y�� 
r e s l dent 

ATLAS MECHANICAL , I N C . 

March 30 , 1987 

Mr . Roy Elgueren 
Hearing O f f icer 

E 7 2 0  

SIS Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement 

Dear Mr . E lgueren : 

/S.hi b tT 7(20 

I am unable to attend today l s  SIS hearing, and respect f u l l y  
request that my written t e s t i mony b e  read at t h e  hearing by 
Beatrice Brailsford, and submi t ted as an exh i b i t  tor the 
record , 

Thank you for your cons i deration in this mat t e r .  

Sincerely , 

ge- �  
John E l le 
1 " " 0  Eastridge 
Pocatello . Idaho 8 3 2 0 1  
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My name Is john E 1 1 e  and I l ive at 1440 Eastridge , Pocate l lo , 
Idaho . I was born and raised in Pocat e l l o ,  having l ived 
there all 33 years ot my l i t e .  

I reel there are three main i ssues that need t o  b e  addressed 
at these hearings . These issues are : 1 )  Need for the SIS 

2)  Economic Impacts 
3) Environmental Impacts 

By tar , the largest issue concerning this DEIS Is that ot 
need tor the SIS project . Coincidenta lly.  the Department ot 
Energy claims that "Need is not an i ssue in this DEIS " .  In 
an Idaho State journal art icle of March 1 1 ,  1988 , on the 
front page of the Ci ty/Regional section, Mr . Don Ofta,  
manager of the INEL,  claims that the shutdown of the N 
reactor at Hanford, Washington stresses the need for building 
the SI S .  In another art icle in that same section ot the 
paper , Energy Secretary john Harrington said the decision to 
mothbal l  the H reactor was based on a secret Department ot 
Detense review ot the nation ' s  tuture need tor plutonium. 
Herrington also said the demand tor plutonium could be met by 
three reactors at the Savannah River Plant near Aiken, South 
Carolina, and through plutonium recovery trom nuclear weapons 
ret ired as a result ot the recent U . S . - Soviet treaty. I t  
seems odd to m e  that the head ot the Department ot Energy is 
claiming we have enough plutonium tor tuture needs , whi le his 
subordinate claims the SIS is needed because we need more 
plutonium production capacity. It the upcoming START talks 
with the Soviet Union lead to the reduction ot more nuc lear 
warheads in our arsenal , there wi l l  be even less need tor the 
plutonium than there i s  now, and the SIS project will be just 
another government "make work" project which does not produce 
a saleable product .  

The second i ssue in this DEIS which needs addressing i s  that 
ot the economic impacts ot the S I S .  Wh i l e  it is t rue there 
w i l l  be some jobs created as a result ot this project , I 
be l i eve the c laims ot the DOE and supporters ot the SIS have 
been greatly exaggerated. I recently attended an SIS torum 
at Idaho State University,  sponsered by ISU bUsiness and 
phys ics stat t .  These people opened the discussion by stat ing 
that in the pas t ,  Idaho companies have not even been able to 
sel l  toi let paper and kleenex to the IHEL . Atter point ing 
out the need tor replacement parts in the AVL IS process , 
these same people suggest that Idaho companies can get a 
share ot the market tor supplying these par t s .  The companies 
currently supplying these replacements parts tor the 
prototypes being developed at Lawrence L ivermore have already 
developed the processes and bui lt the machinery required to 
supply these part s .  rurthermore , these companies have 
developed working relat ionships with the project engineers 
and purchasing agents who wi l l  be responsible tor ordering 
these parts . 

1 <::. 

To suggest that Idaho companies which may not even exist yet 
w i l l  be able to compete tor contracts to supply these parts 
i s  ridiculous. 

I can understand why pol i t i c ians teel they must support a 
project l ike this; atter a l l ,  what po l i t ician running tor re
election would speak out against a government project which 
w i l l  create jobs, however tew? What I can ' t understand is 
why everyone else would bl indly jump on the bandwagon and 
preach "a chicken in every pot" it the SIS comes to town. 
Idaho Fa l l s  has the lowest unemployment rate in the state . 
It the SIS is bu i l t  at the IHEL, 80 percent ot the local jobs 
created wi l l  go to workers in Idaho ra l l s .  Is  that kind ot 
economic ben i t i t  just i t i ed by spending a b i l l ion dollars o t 
everyone else ' s  tax money? I think not ! 

The third issue I would l ike to address pertaining to this 
DEIS is that ot the environmental impacts o t the SIS proj ect . 
I hear a l l  these c l aims about the "satety record" at the 
IHEL being so good , but turther examination ot the record 
would indicate otherwise . For year s ,  the lHEL has been 
injecting " low levelll nuclear waste as we l l  as other toxic 

wastes into the Snake River plain aqui ter . Last year , 
moniter ing wells at the s i t e  indicated these wastes were 
migrating ott s i t e  and into the aquiter .  S ince then, the use 
ot injection wells has supposedly been di scont inued at IHEL . 

In an Idaho State journal art ic le  ot March, 1988 , a spokesman 
tor the Department ot Energy said that the IHEL could be 
added to the national EPA Super Fund l i st ot hazardous waste 
s i tes . Wayne Pierre , EPA ' s  Resource Recovery and 
Conservation Act compl ience o t t icer in Seat t l e ,  said that 
hazardous wastes have been released into the Snake River 
aquiter .  Pierre said the wastee inc lude tr ichloroethylene , 
chromium , carbon tetrachloride , t r i t ium ( a  low level nuclear 
wast e ) , and mercury . It the IHEL ' s  environmental record is  
so good , why are there so many IHEL pol lutants in the Snake 
River aquiter? 

The SIS would produce 220 tons ot transuranic waste as we l l  
a s  thousands o t  gallons ot non radioactive wascee per year at 
the site . These wast.s would have to be etored at the s i t e  
unt i l  a n  approved tac i l i ty t o r  storage i s  completed. The 
l ikel ihood that such a tac i l i ty w i l l  be completed in the near 
tuture in doubttul . Hence the IHEL w i l l  be a de tacto 
storage tac i l ity tor nuc lear and non-nuclear wastes in the 
tuture as it has been in the past . I do not be lieve the 
IHEL ' s  mission is now or should be that ot a waste 
reposi tory. 

I am also concerned with shipments o t plutonium teed and end 
product being transported through Pocate llo . Why should we 
take the long term the r i sk ot a major nuclear accident such 
as Three M i le Is land or Chernobyl tor a tew short term gains? 
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I t  we are going to spend a b i l l ion dollars on a public 
projec t ,  lets spend i t  on things we need l ike pub l ic 
improvements which are in need ot repairs,  or lets spend it 
on some product we can s e l l  and which wi l l  ben i t i t  al l 
mank ind l ike computers and pollut ion control techno logy. not 
on bombs ! 

As Senator John Glenn said in a March 1 .  1988 article in 
Newsweek , " I t  w i l l  do precious l i ttle good to protect 
ourselves trom the Soviets i t .  in the process . we poison or 
irradiate our own people . "  

Let 1 s  "Just say no" to the S I S !  

Thank you, 

John E l l e  1440 Eastridge 
Pocate l l o .  Idaho 
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1 111 l i n d a  C a r t e r ,  a r e s i d e n t  o.f I d a h o  f o r  3 0  y e a r s ,  and I s t rong l y  

s u p p o r t  t h e  S I S  a n d  i t s  c on s t r u c t i o n �  I w o r k  f o r  K P V I  i n  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  

d e p a r- t lil e n t  a n d  c O lli e  i n  c on t a c t  w i t h  o u r  l o c a l  bus i n e s s  p e o p l e  d a i l y • • •  t h e  

g e n e r a l  c o n c e n s u s  o f  t h e  bus i n e s s  c Olll lll un i t y  a l ong w i t h  o u r  c h a ll b e r  o f  

c O lllllle r c e  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t rong s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S I S  & t h e  I N E L .  J u s t  a 

w e e k  ago h u ri d r e d s  of I d a h o  r e s i d e n t s  . h o w e d  up and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one of t h e  

l a r g e s t  p a r a d e s  i n  I d a h o ,  t o  s h o w t h e i r  supp o r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a n d  w e  do 

s U P J) o r t  i t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s on s :  T h e r e  are •• n y  p o i n t s  to s t r e s s  but i t  

bo i l s down t o  ( 1 ) s a f e t y  a n d  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  e n v i ron lll e n t  ( 2 h c on o lllY ( 3 )  n e e d  

f o r  p l u t o n i u lli  a n d  ( 4 )  t h e  n e e d  f o r  n u c l e a r  w e a p on s .  

M y  p a r- e n t s  Moved t o  I d a h o  i n  1 9 58 a n d  o u r  f a lit H y  h a s  l i v e d  h e r e  s i n c e .  

I h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  s e ve r a l  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o un t r y t o  l i v e i n  a n d  I s t a y  

h e r e  f o r  lII a n y  o f  t h e  s a lli e  r e a s o n s  lil Y  p a r e n t s  d i d  • • •  I d a h o  i s  a g r e a t  p l a c e  

t o  l i v e  a n d  r a i s e  y o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  I h a v e  o n e  d a u g h t e r ,  t h e  r e c r e a t i on i s  s O lli e  

o f  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h i s  cou n t r y  a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  I d a h o  c an 1 t  b e  b e a t . T h e r e ' s  

e v e r y t h i n g  f ro lll f i s h i n g a n d  s k i i n g  t o  g o l f  a n d  c a ll p i n g  • • •  p l u s  I d a h 0 1 s  

e c onOMY i s  d e c e n t  a n d  y o u  c a n  w o r k  h a r d  and lIIa k e  a good l i v i n g  h e r e .  

1 . 1  

F r oll! w h a t  I un d e r s t a n d  t h e r e i s  l i t t l e d a n g e r  t o  o u r  e n v i ronll e n t , h e a l t h  G . 1 . 2  
a n d  s a f e t y .  T h e  D O E  h a s  e x c e l l a n t  r e c o r d  o f  s a f e t y  s t a t i s t i c s ,  s u pe r i o r  

t o  t h e n a t i on a l  a v e r a g e s  b o t h  i n  c o n s t r u c t i on and i n  o p e r a t i on o f  t h e i r  5 . 2 4 . 2 3 
f a c i l i t i e s .  P e o p l e  w o r r y  about f' h e w a s t e  t h a t  c o u l d  e f f e c t  t h e  a e q u i f e r ,  

w e l l  i t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d t h a t  n o  l i q u i d  r a d i o  a c t i v e  .a t e r i a l  f r o lll t h e  S I S  

w i  I I  g e t  i n t o  t h e a c q u i f e r  a n d  t h a t  i f  y o u  d r a n k  w a t e r  o u t  o f  t h e  t e s t  w e l l s  5 . 1 2 . 1  
i t  w o u l d  t a k e  a y e a r  t o  h a v e  4 / 1 0 ' s  o f  1 %  s h ow up i n  y o u r  b o d y .  
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P R O  T E S T I H O N Y  f O R  S I S  H E A R I N G S  
P A G  E T W O  
L I N D A  C A R T E R  

T h e  o p p o s i t i on m a k e s  a po i n t  of t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  e f f e c t  on t h e  e n v i ronme n t ,  

w e l l ,  I f e e l  s a f e r  l i v i n g i n  I d a h o  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  " S i t e "  t h a n  I do d r i v i ng 

t h e  f r e e w a y s  of C h i c a g o ,  D a l l a s  or L o s  A n g e l e s .  I t  w a s  st .. t � d  at o u r  e h . ll b . ,.  

lIee t i n g t h a t  i t  i s  s a f e r  t o  b e  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  p l u t o n i u ii\  r e a c t o r  t h an 

s t an d i n g  in the s h a d e  in your own b a c k y a r d ,  (due t o  the e f f e c t s  o f  the sun 

o u r  bo d i e s )  

O u r  e e onolll Y n e e d s  a b o o s t  i n  o ,. d , ,.  t o  k e e p  o u ,.  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g h i g h  

a n d  lIIa k e  a g o o d  l i v i n g .  I d a h o  n e e d s  n e w  p r o j e t: t s  l i k e t h e  S I S  and t h e  

t e t h n o l o g y  t h a t  c a n  s p i n  o f f  f r olll s u t h  a p r o j e c t .  I t ' s  b e . n  lIIo r e  t h an 5 y e . r s  

s i n c e t h e  l a s t  p r o j e c t  " I S  c O lll p l e t e d  a t  t h e  I N E L .  S I S  i s  o y e r  a $900 lI i l l i on 

p r o j e c t  t h a t  wi I I  e m p l o y  u p  to 4 5 ()  c on s t r u c t i o n w o ,. k . ,. s  a n d  c " e a t e  �n y  

pe r m a n e n t  j o b s  n e e d e d  t o  o p e ,. a t e  S I S  o n c e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  D O E  .&a y s  i t  

w i l l  g e n e r a t e  a n  ad d i t i o n a l  1 000 0 ,.  m o ,. e  s u p p o r t  a n d  s e r v i c e  j o b s  i n  t h e  I N E L  

r . g i o n � . ..  j ob s  t h a t  c a n on l y  h e l p  I d a h o  a n d  o u r  t a x  b a s e .  

T h e  c o n s t ru c t i on w o r k e r s  n e e d e d  f o r  S I S  a r e  r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n  S o u t h -

5 .  27 .. 1 1  . 3  e a s t e rn I da h o  a n d  t h e r e f o ,. e  w i  I I  n o t  p u t  any h e a v y  b u. r d e n  on o u r  s c h o o l s ,  

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  t h e i r  c h i l d r en a r e  a l r e a d y  i n  o u r  s c h oo l s .  

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  
S p i n - o f f  i n d u s t r i e s  w i l L  p r o d u c t'  e v e n  M o r e  j o b o p p o r t un i t i e s a n d  c r e a t e  

we l l  p a i d  j o b s  i n  s u c h  a r . a s  a s  robot i c s ,  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  v a c u u lD  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  p l u s  t h e  l a s e r  t e c h n o l o g y  w i l l  b e  an i Mp o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i on t o  

lII e d i c a l  b r e a k t h r ou g h s � Tbe p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  S I S  a n d  i t s  h i g h l y a d v a n c e d  

t e c h n o l o g y  w i l l  o n c e  a g a i n  p u t  I d a h o 1 n  t h e  l i m e l i g h t  a s  t h e " f i r s t  a t O M i c  

e n e r g y "  g e n e r a t e d  d i d  8 0  lIIa n y  y e a r s  a
'
g o �  

T h e  o p p o s i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  p e op l e  won ' t  Move h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  S I S �  

O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  I NEL b r i n g s  a l o t  o f  f .. .  11 l i e s  t o  I d a h o ,  f a m ;  l i e s  w h o  

5 . 2 7 . 4 . 4  buy home s ,  c a r s ,  f o o d ,  & c l o t h i ng ,  who s p e nd t i lle i n  I d a h o ' s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

a r e a s ,  

t a x e s  � 

s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to I d a h o ' s  s c h o o l s  a n d  lII o s t  i Mp o r t a n t l y  p a y  I da h o  

M a n y  o f  t h e  oppo s i t i on ,  k e e p  I d a h o  a s  t h & i r  r e s i d e n e e , on l y  b e c a u s e  

P R O  T E S T I MO N Y  F O R  S I S  H E A R I NG S  
P A G E  T H R E E  
L I N D A  C A R T E R  

o f  o u r  l o w  t a x  b a s e ,  and d o  Q2! l i v e  h e r. e  y e a r  r o u n ct .  A r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

r e a l l y wo r r i e d  t h a t  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a . i l i e s w o n ' t  v i s i t  t h e. i n  t h e i r  

b e a u t i f u l  S U llllll e r  h o m e s  b e c a u s e  t h e S I S  i s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  Sun Va l l e y  • • •  I 

s e a r i o u s l y  d o u b t  t h a t  h a s  any i ll p a c t  on t h e i r  v i s i t s  to I d a h o .  

I N E L  h a s !. po l i c y o f  " 8 u y  I d a lto" w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e l a r g e  a n d  s ma l l  

b u s i n e s s e s  i n  o u r  s t a t e  a n  oppo r t un i t y t o  p r o v i d e supp l i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  

t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  • • •  a g a i n ,  h e l p i n g  n o t  h u r t i n g  o u r  e c o n o lD Y .  

A n d  I t ' s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  e c onomy o f  I d a h o  b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  U " S .  n e e d s  

t h e  S I S  t o  p u r i f y p l u t on i u m f o r  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s .  T h e  U n i t-td S t a t e s  n e e d s  ill 
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  f o r  s a f e  weapon s g r a d e  p l u t on i u . ,  a n d  i f  S I S  i s  n o t  b u i l t  i n  

I d a h o  i t  !!:il1 b e  b u i l t  s om e w h e r e  e l s e ,  s o  w h y  n o t  let Idaho ben e f i t  f r o ll  i t l  

T h e  S I S  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v & r n lle n t ,  t h e  D e p a r t lll e n t s 

of D e f e n s e  a n d  E n e r g y ,  t h e  Na t i o n a l S e c u r i t y  Cou n c i l a n d  t h e  Cong r e s s ,  p l u s 

t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of S o u t h e a s t e rn I d a h o . 

T h e  k e y  to t h e  S I S  p r o j e c t  i s  o u r  n e e d  to p r o d u c e ,  a c t u a l l y pu r i f y ,  

w e a p o n s  g r a d e  p l u t on i u li .  O v e r  t h e l a s t  20 y e a r s  t h e  U . S .  h a s  r e d u c e d  t h e  

w e a p o n s  s t o c k p i L e  b y  2 5 % .  A r e c e n t  r e p o r t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  N a t i on a l  A c a d e lllY o f  

S c i en c e  s h o w s  t h a t  3 re a c t o r s  a r e  o p e r a t i on a t  5 0 %  o r  l e s s  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  

N r e a c t o r  at H a n f o r d  i s  s h u t  down c o m p l e t e l y .  Th i s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  

t h e  a b i  l i t y o f  t h e  U " S .  t o  lIIa i n t a i n  a n u c l e a r  d & t e r r e n t .  No o n e  w a n t s  a 

n u c l e a r  w a r ,  but w e ,  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s ,  III U S t  .. a i n t a i n  o u r  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s 

D e s p i t e  t h e  s ll o k e  t h e  o p p o s i t i on i s  b l o w i n g ,  t h e i r  on l y  r e a l  i s s u e  h ,  
s h o u l d  w e  b e  p r o d u c i n g n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  . . .  We l l ,  a '  l o n g  I S  t h e r e  a r e  9 0 r b a c h e v s  

i n  t h i s  w o r l d ,  w h o  i n  t h e  s a lli e  y e a r  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  N o b e l  P e a c e  P r i z e ,  a l s o  

s p e n t  h a l f  a b i l l i on d o l l a r s  i n  A n g o l h  a n d  N i c a r a g u a ,  a n d  i s  s t i l l  b u i l d i ng 

. 
nu c l e a r  bombe r s ,  n u c l e a r  subma r i n e s  and n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  . . .  t h an t h e  a n s w e r  t o  

t h e  i s s u e  i s  Y E S  • •  a n d  w e  s a y  Y e s  t o  S I S  i n  I d a h o  .. 

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 8  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

4 . 1 5 . 1 

3 . 4  
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LYLE FREEWIN 
RIGlY, IDAID 

E 7 2 2  

SIS SUPPORr <XM1ITl'EE 

Hh,'b ,'t-1,z bZ 
I ' D  LIKE 'ID m rn PUBLIC REDJRD AS BEI� A SUPPORl'ER OF THE S . 1 . S .  PR.JJEX:T 

IN THE srATE OF IDAID. 

I 1Xt>I' T Wl\NT TO PUr [OiN AGRICULTURE IN IDAID BErAUSE I BELIEVE IT IS ONE OF 

THE M)ST IMPORrANT INOOSTRIES IN THE srATE. lD<EVER, AGRICULTURE CAN' T  SUPPORr 

THE srATE' S  ENTIRE EXXN:MY. NEITHER CAN WILDLIFE OR WILDERNESS AREAS, 

5 . 2 7  . 6 . 1 I ALOO BELIEVE THAT IDAID DESPERATLY NEEIS THE EXXKMIC oo::sr THAT THE SIS 

PIDIEl:T lOlLD BRING 00l'II THE RffiIrn AND THE srATE, 

5 . 2 7 . 4 . 5 I LIKE LIVING IN IDAID AND >UJLD LIKE MY KIDS TO GIOi UP HERE. 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  

3 . 4  

I ' M lUI' W::JRRIED PKJJr THEIR SAFE:l'Y. I BELIEVE THE INEL HAS RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE 

WID ARE CClCERillJ FUR OUR SAFETY. Bl1I' ME, AND PEOPLE LIKE ME CAN'T STAY 

HERE WIT!urr EMPLOYMENT. 

IT'S TIME FUR THE GREAT srATE OF IDAID TO EXCEPI' KlOERN TEXlNJLOGY, TO PUr IDAID 

IN THE LIMELIGlT AS IT WAS MANY YEARS AGO WHEN ELCTRICITY l'It:M NOCLEAR POWER WAS 
pR)C(XE) FUR THE FIRST TIME. 

THE LASER TErHOOLOGY SPIN OFF WILL AGAIN PUr US BlICK rn THE MAP AND INSURE THAT 

WE REMAIN rn THE Ct1ITIN:; IN THE S::IENTIFIC W::JRLD. 

THE TRANSFER OF LASER TECIOOLOGY TO IDAID, THE SIS PLANT PRESEM'S NUMERXlS 

CIlALLJ'N>ES, DEVELOPEl'1ENl'AL OPPORrUNITIES AND EXXKMIC BENEFITS. 

WE ' VE  HEARD SEVERAL <XM1ENI"S PKJJr THE InIB AND ALOO PKJJr TEl'CHIN:; OUR CHILDREN, 

IT WAS SAID THAT WE SH:XJLD TEACH OUR CHILDREN THAT KILLIN:; IS BAD, AND I AGREE 

100% BUr OUR CHILDREN ALOO NEED TO KNJW THAT WE LIVE IN A FREE COUNTRY AND SOMETIMES 

LIVES HAVE TO BE TAKEN AND LIVES HAVE TO BE GIVEN TO MAINTAIN THE FREEJX:M THAT WE 
ENJOY IN THIS COUNTRY. 

I BELIEVE THE SIS P= WILL BE BUILT SOMEWHERE. BRING IT TO IDAID. 

E 7 2 3  

STATEMENT OPPOS I NG  CONSTRUCTION OF THE S IS  FACILITY 
Et< /r,'Pr' T 7d5 

HaVIng e:(amlned the DElS for the Spec I a l Isotope Separat l. on 

Project (DOEJEIS-( 1 36) . I chOOSE! t o  d l rect mv remarks to t h e  

go t  .. tell.ent of need I n  the Summar v .  p .  5-1 . W h I C h  r e a d s .  " T h e  S I S  

Project 1 $  needed b v  DOE t o  p r ov l d e  a redundancy I n  produ c t I on 

capaC I ty and techno l oq l cai d i vers I t y  W I t h  respec� t o  t h e  currant 

dependence of weapon-qrade p l u t on i um produc t I on on reactor 

dvai l abl l l t v and t o  provi dE a t 1 mel v response t o  poten t I a l  

i ncnrasEs I n  approved needs f o r  weapon-grade p l uton1um .. " Th l s  

theme. NhlCh 1 S  used as J u st l f i ca t 1 0n f or bUl l d i n g the SI S . 

recurrs I n  e:<panded f or m  i n  SEc t 1 0n 1 ( p �  1 - 1  f f )  and i s  

rei terated el sewhere i n  t h e  document wherever support 1 S  sought to 

e;< c l ude any al �ernat1 vtrS whl c h  woul d obvi ate construct l on of thR 

f ac i l i t. y �  A l though the DE I S  gOIi!S 1 nt o  great detal l 't o  e;< p l or a  tha 

m.ny aspects of the actual construct l on and operat i on of thE 

proposed SIS. 1t i gnores total l y  any ex am l n at l on of t h e  

assump t i ons made I n  decl d i n q  t o  bUl l d  I t  i n  the f i rst p l ace� 

No�here In the document is a c r i t l c a l  assessment made of the 

!SlY!i_Q�!2 f er the new SIS f ac 1 l 1 t y .  Rather. tb!_U�!g_i2C 

lQ£C�!��2_ECQg�SllQQ_Qi_�!!eQu=gc!g�_Q1YtQu��m_�!_!!!YmS2 

!!:lc2!;!9!:lel:!!i· 

1 � a k e  i s sue WI t h  �hi s assump � i on that 1 t  I S  necessary t o  i ncrE.se 

thI S countr v � s  capacl t y  t o  prodUCE �eapon-qradtr p l utonlum� In a 

rare col l ect i ve l v  sane step . the Un l �ed States and the Sovi et 

Un10n have recent l "( en�ered I n to an aqreement desl qntrd to reduca 

the number of nuclear weapons 1n thel r respec t l ve arsenal s ..  80th 

governments f l nal l y  have shown t h e  awarenaS5 that thtr eVEr 

l ncreas1ng growth of thel r nucl ear dtrstruct1 ve capab l l i t y must 

stop if t h i s p l anRt j $  to remaIn h ab i t a b l tr .  T h u s .  thtr number o f  

nuclear d E V 1 C R S  i n  the Unl ttrd S t a t e s �  arsenal s h o u l d  be expected 

t o  g!SC�!�!. UQi_�Q�C!!§!. in iuture VEars .. 

I ncreased product 1 on of weapon-grade p l u t on i um b y  t h 1 s countrv 

unneClrssar"t. l"IoreovEir. current produc t i on !Q5! recvcl 1 n g of 

LYLE FREEWIN - 1 -

4 . 1  
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4 . 8 . 1 

4 . 9 . 1 

l . 1  

p l utcn i um from obsolete weapons shoul d suf� l c e t o  k eep a dec l i n l n g 

I nventory of nuc l ear weapons In step w1 th the l atest warhead 

�echnoloqy� Agrument is made In the DE!5 t h a t  recyc l i ng and 

recovery of eX l s t l n Q  supp l i es of weapon-grade p l utonium 1 5  not a 

'lI a b l e  al t er n at i ve ( p �  2-70) � However, t h i s assertI on aga I n  1 5  

based upon the assump t I on  that produc t I on must b e  i ncreased. not 

decreased� To the best of mv knowledge of the open l i terature. 

there 15 no technical or sC l ent i f i c  reason that recycled 

weapon-grade p l uton l um WI l l  not work in bombs� If It was good 

enough t o  g o  "boom" once. I t  WI l l  QO "boom" a g a I n  a f t er I t  has 

been proper l y  rec l a i med. 

Another recurrIng arQument for need I n g  the SIS is that produc t i on 

of weapon-grade p l utonl.um could De " r a.p l d l y "  i ncrRased. l f  

,...eQu l red (cf p �  1 -3) .. I ask ho ... f ast I S  " r ap i d l v? "  Certai n l y  not 

oU1 c k l y  enough t o  mak� more nuclear weapons In the mI dd l e  of a 

nucl ear conf l i c t .  and I doubt Ryen fast enough If a nuc l ear 

were 1 mml. nlifnt. I n  real i t y ,  t h i s  arQument IS nonsense . 

It is c l ear to me that t h e  DOE ha� taken the POSI t I on of "We want 

1 t .  therefore we need i t . "  when l t  comes to just i f y i ng 

construct i on of the S I S .  I hear t i l y  endorse peaceful uses of 

nucl ear sci ence and technoloqy, and hope to see further 

deyel opment of these kinds of act i V I t i es ( f or examp l e  the Boron 

Neutron Capture F aC I l i t y )  a t  INEL.. A l so .  I understand the desire 

- and need - for econom i c devel opment in Idaho� Howeyer . I cannot 

1n qood conSCIence support the unnecessary i nc r �.sed productl on of 

weapon-grade pl uton I um for use in the construction of more 

un-needed atoml. c bombs when i t  is c l ear 1 nstead that thei r 

el i mi nation I S  absol u t e l v  essen t i a l  to the survl ya l  of m a n k i n d �  

G a y l  H .  Wiegand. Ph . D � 
223 5. Li nco l n  Ava. 
Pocatel l o .  10 83204 

(Ch .... ; s;try) J ��� 
- 2 -
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MARCH 25,  1988 Cih/b/t 7�1 
M R .  CHAIRMAN : 

MY NAME IS RONALD EDGLEY . I LIVE AT 453 SKYLINE DRIVE I N  

POCATELLO, IDAHO. I AM A NATIVE IDAHOAN AND HAVE LIVED HERE ALL 

MY LIFE EXCEPT FOR A TOUR OF M ILITARY SERVICE. 

AM A JOURNEYMAN PIPEF I TTER BY TRADE AND FOR THE PAST 

SEVENTEEN YEARS HAVE BEEN THE BUSINESS MANAGER FOR THE PLUMBERS 

AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL UNION 648 OF POCATELLO, IDAHO. 

MY FAMILY AND I ,  A S  WELL A S  OUR OTHER FOUR HUNDRED MEMBERS 

AND THEIR FAMILIES, HAVE AND DO PRIMARILY RELY ON CONSTRUCTION 

AND OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES AT THE INEL FOR OUR LIVELIHOODS. 

THE SPECIAL I SOTOPE SEPARATION PROJECT PROPOSED FOR THE 

I DAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY WILL NOT ONLY PROVIDE US 

WITH EMPLOYMENT, BUT WITH NEEDED HEALTH AND WELFARE, RETIRE"ENT 

AND TRAINING BENEFI T S .  

ADDITIONALY, T H E  S I S  PROJECT W ILL CONTRIBUTE STRONGLY T O  THE 

STABILITY AND GROWTH OF BOTH REGIONAL AND STATE ECONOM ICS AND 

WILL CONSEQUENTLY INCREASE THE 

GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES. 

TAX BASE FOR OUR VARIOUS 

IT IS PROJECTED THAT CONSTRUCTION SITE JOBS WILL EXCEED FOUR 

HUNDRED AND FORTY ON THE SIS PROJEC T .  

ACCORDING T O  T H E  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, OVER 

170, 000 FEET OF PIPING WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE PLUTONIUM PROCESSING FACILITY AND THE LASER SUPPORT FACILITY 

AND WITH YET AN ADDITIONAL AMOUNT FOR THE STAND-ALONE FAULT. 

THIS REPRESENTS OVER THIRTY-THREE MILES OF PIPE. 
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IN ADDITION TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITE JOBS, OUR MEMBERS WILL 

ALSO SHARE IN THE MANY OFF SITE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES THE S I S  
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PROJECT WILL GENERATE IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR SUCH AS P I P E ,  METAL, 

AND COMPONENT FABRICATION. 

THIS I S  WHAT OUR MEMBERS ARE IN BUSINESS FOR. THIS I S  OUR 

EXPERT I S E .  THIS I S  O U R  W A Y  OF PROVIDING FOR O U R  FAMILIES. 

WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCED WORKERS AND CONTRACTOR S .  N O W  WHAT 
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IS NEEDED IS THE LOCATION OF THE S I S  PROJECT AT THE IDAHO 

NATIONAL ENGINEERING LABORATORY . 

OUR MEMBERS HAVE HELPED BUILD THE INEL FROM ITS INCEPTION 

5 . 2 4  . 2 3  AND HAVE FOUND IT TO BE A SAFE AND CARING PLACE TO WORK, NOT ONLY 

+�L 
FOR THOSE EMPLOYED BUT FOR ENVIRONMENT ITSELF . THOSE THAT TRY 

TO CRITICIZE, NEED ONLY TO WITNESS FIRST HAND THE INEL OPERATIONS 

AND TO SEE THE WILDLIFE THAT ABOUNDS IN HARMONY WITH THE NUCLEAR 

AGE, THEN HOPEFULLY, THEY WOULD TURN THEIR MISGUIDED CRITICISM TO 

SUCH ACTS AS THE DUMPING OF ASBESTOS IN OUR C I T I ES '  LANDFILLS . 

5 . 2 4 . 3 1  WE PRESENTLY HAVE MEMBERS THAT HAVE AND ARE DYING FROM 

ASBESTOSI S  BUT WE HAVE YET TO HAVE THE F I RST ONE LOST TO 

RADIATION OR ANY ACTIVITY FOUND AT THE INEL . 

1 . 1 WE ALSO SUPPORT THE S I S  PROJECT BECAUSE WE ARE PATRIOTIC 

AMERICANS WHO WANT TO DO OUR PART TO HELP OUR COUNTRY TO 

MAINTAIN AT LEAST A PARITY I N  DEFENSE WITH FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS . 

THROUGH OUR NATION ' S  STRENGTH �E EMBEDDED THE ROOTS O F  WORLD 

3 . 4  PEACE. 

WE ARE FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT AND ITS PRESERVATI O N .  FOR ANYONE 

TO THINK OTHERWISE WOULD BE LUDICROUS. 

WITH I N  THE HEART OF OUR ENVIRONMENT LIES OUR FAMILIES AND 

THE AMERICAN WAY OF L I F E .  TO THESE ENDS, MR. CHAIRMAN, THE 

MEMBERS AND FAMILIES OF OUR LOCAL UNION W I SH TO GO ON RECORD AS 

BEING IN TOTAL SUPPORT OF THE SIS PROJECT BEING LOCATED, BUILT, 

AND SAFELY OPERATED AT THE IDAHO NAT I ONAL ENGINEERING LABORATOR Y .  

THANK YOU, 

RONALD L. EDGLEY 
453 SKYLINE DRIVE 
POCATELLO, IDAHO 83204 
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B e i n g  a n a t i ve I d a h o a n  I h ave a gre a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  ��e 

of o u r  s t a t e .  I h ave w o r k e d  at t h e  I . N . E . L .  s i t e  for 2 5  y e a r s .  

My w i f e  w a s  a l s o  e m p l oy e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  b e f o r e  s t a r t e d  r a i s i n g  

o u r  f a m i l y .  I p r e s e n t l y  h a v e  t w o  8 0 n s  a t t e n d i g  c o l l e g e  a t  I d a h o  

S t a t e  U n i ve r s i t y .  As we k n o w  f r o m  t h e  n e w s  t h e  l a s t  - t w o  d a y s ,  

I d a h o  d o e s  n o t  h ave e n o u g h  t ax b a s e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t a t e  in t h e  

w a y  w e  wou l d  l i k e .  A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  mon i e s  t o  move 

o u r  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  into a g o o d  c o m p e t a t i v e  p l a c e  with o t he r  s t a t e s .  

W h e n  I d a h o ' s  k i d s  g r a d u a t e  t h e y  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  o th e r  s t a t e s  t o  f i n d  

wor k .  I f  t h e y  w a n t  a g o o d  Q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  � h e y  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  

o t h e r  a r e a s  t o  f i n d  i t .  I d a h o  n o w  r a t e s  v e r y  c l o s e  to t h e  b o t t o m  

in r a t i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  

I n  a r e c en t  s ur ve y ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r  t h a t  6 1 %  
of t h e  p e o p l e  m o v i n g  i n  I d a h o ,  a r e  m o v i n g  o u t . T h i s  p r o j e c t  

w i l l  n o t  a l l  o f  I d a h o ' s  i l l s  b u t  i t  w i l l  h e l p  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a s t a b l e  work f or c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

T h e  I . N . E . L .  i s  c ur r en t l y  t h e  n u m b e r  f o u r  i n d u s t r y  in I d a h o .  

W i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  S . I . S .  a t  t h e  I . N . E . L . i t  w o u l d  p u t  

a b o u t  4 5 0  c o u n s t r u c t� o n  p e o p l e  b a c k  t o  work . A l o t  o f  t h e s e  

p e o p l e  w o u l d  b e  b a c k  p a y i n g  t a x e s  a g a i n  t h a t  h av e  b e e n  u n a b l e  

t o  f o r  2 t o  4 y e ar s .  A f t e r  c o ns t r u c t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  S . I . S .  i s  

in o p e r a t i o n  a p p r o x ima t e l y  4 0 0  p e rma n e n t  j ob s  wou l d  a l s o  b e  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3  a d d e d  t o  t h e  t a x  b a s e .  I n  t u r n , t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o x ima t e l y  

1 , 00 0  j o b s  i n  t h e  s ur r o u n d i n g  t o w n s  t o  h e l p  s e r v i c e  t h e  S . I . S .  

a n d  t h o s e  who w o r k  t h e r e . T h e  t a x e s  n o t  o n l y  h e l p  a t  t h e  l o c a l  

l e ve l b u t  a l s o  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  t h a t  a r e  h a v i n g  

h a r d  t im e s  a t  p r e s e n t .  

C e r t a i n l y  n o  o n e  h e r e  t o n i g h t  w a n t s  a n u c l e a r  w a r ,  b u t  o u r  

p r o du c t i o n  c a p a c i t y  f o r  p l u t o n i u m  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  a 

l e v e l  t h a t  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a n u c l e a r  d e t e r i e n t .  T h e  S . I . S .  w o u l d  u s e  a l a s e r  t e c h n o l ogy 

t o  p u r i f y  f u e l  grade p l u t o n i u m  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e n e rgy a l re a d y  

own e s . S . I . S .  w i l l  p u r i f y  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d , m a k iJlg 

i t  r e u s a b l e  and i n c r e a s i n g  its v a l u e  many t i m e s  o v e r  the i nv e s t -

m e n t  o f  t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  T h e  l a s e r  i s o t o p e  s e p e r a t i on t e c h n o l o gy 

wh i c h  i s  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  p r o c e s s  h a s  e no r m o u s  e c on o m i c  

p o t e n t i a l  i n  a n u m b e r  o f  a r e a s . 

T h r o u g h  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t e c h n o l o g y  o n c e  f u l l y  d e v e l op e � l a s e r 

i s o t op e  s e p e r a t i o n  is t h e  l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  m e t h o d  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  

f u e l  f o r  c o mm e r c i a l  n u c l e a r  p o w e r  p l an t s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i s  n o t  c om p e t a t i v e  i n  t h e  n u c l e a r  f u e l  m a rk e t .  T h e  S . I . S .  w o u l d  

h e l p  t h e  U . S .  t o  k e e p  f r o m  d e p e n d i n g  on f o r e i g n  c o un t r i e s  f o r  

t h i s  f ue l .  T h e  l a s e r  t e c h n o l o g y  w h i c h  w i l l  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e  

5 . 1 . 5 .  f a c i l i t y  r e s e ar c h  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  wi l l  m a k e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i on t o  i n d u s t ry a n d  t h e  m e d i c a l  f i e l d .  

A t  t h e  I . N . E . L . t h e  s i t e  f o r  S . I . S .  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 m i l e s  

from t h e  n e a r e s t  I . N . E . L .  b o u n d a r y .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  h u m a n s  who 

r e s i d e  o n  t h e  I . N . E . L . a n d  n o  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  ' l ar g e r  t h a n  

5 , 000 p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t ed w i t h i n a 3 7  m i l e  r a d i u s .  T h e  

b u i l d i n g ,  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p l u t on i u m  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  b e  

a c a t e g o r y  I s t r u c t u r e .  C a t e go r y  I s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  t h o s e  w h o s e  

c o n t i n u e d  i n t e g r i ty a n d  or o p e r a b i l i t y  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a c h i e v e  

a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s a f e  c o nd i t i o n  d u r i n g  a a c c id e n t  w h i c h  c o u l d  

r e s u l t  i n  p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f f s i t e  e x p o s ur e .  
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A l l  p l� t o n i u m  p r o c e s s i ng i n  t h e  b u i l d in g  w o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  

i n  g l o v e  b o x e s .  E x h au s t s  f r o m  t h e  g l ove b o x e s  w o u l d  b e  p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h  t h r e e  1re s t a b l e  h i gh e f f i c i e n c y  p a r t i c u l a t e  a i r  f i l t e r s . 

S e rv i c e  w a 5 t �  w a t e r  w o u l d c om p l y  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  D . O . E .  o r d er s .  

S o l i d  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  S . I . S .  o p e r a t i o n s  wou l d  

r e p r e s e n t  a s m a l l  i nc r e m e n t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

t h es e  w a s t e s  c u r r e n t l y  g e n e r a t e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  a t  t h e  I . N . E . L . 
T h e  e m i s s i o n s  a n d  e f f l u e n t s  r e s u l t in g  f r o m  S . I . S .  c o n s t r u c t i on 

and o p er a t i o n  w o u l d be w i t h i n  a l l  a pp l i c a b l e  e n v i ornme n t a l  

s t a n d a r d s .  

I t  w i l l  b e  u p  t o  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  p ro j e c � ( t h i s  

m e a n s  m a n a g e me n t  and w o r k er s )  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  pro j e c t  i s  c arr i e d  

o u t  i n  a s a f e  m a n ne r .  

I d a h o  n e e d s  p ro j e c t s  l i k e  t h i s  t o  s t ay s tr o n g .  T h e  p e o p l e  

n e e d  p r o j e c t s  l i k e  t h i s  s o  t h e y  c a n  work a n d  h o l d  t h e i r  h e a d s  

h i g h .  W h a t  we d o  n o t  n e e d  a r e  p e o p l e  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s  

c o m i n g  i n t o  I d a h o ,  n o t  p a y i n g  t a x e s  or h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  

e co n o m y  a n d  t e l l i n g  I d a ho n ' s  w h a t  i s  g o o d  a n d  b a d  f o r  u s .  
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A COJOmIT ON THE 'SPEClAL" ISOIOJIE SEP!RATION PlIOjErI' 
JaAIT ENVIIIONMENTAL IMPACi'STAlDIEIIT 

Tb.1XE bu ill iII .... k pile 127 ...... 01 plu ..... iua - 90 \O.Ils ... ill " ......... 10 ... ... 
... ill .......... ... d IO \O.ll . ... ill anilob .. ..... p. l .. oddilio ... Ib. INF .......... ' 
... d lb. START aceord could yolld ... olber 17 ...... ... be ncyclocl. OII ... p of Ib_ 
"u""n odd . quu1er ..... por y_ produ .... o& lb. Sana ..... a;..r ....... r. 
Our .. u ..... ........ .... Iaiu .... �.ooo .... boodo ( 9.000 .. ..., ... of fin pawvl. 
"bl.b lI o  .. oup ... ... 1aIIy doIII'oy lb . ... lIte "orld populallo... .... ... d ...... 
_ ..... u.. ""orl WRY DO WE NEED MIllE 7 
Tbo lXE ... d lb. DOD ban ...... poiooAill. lbo poo,.. of Ibio -"lIY ... d lb. poop" of 
lb. world "lib .. u ..... faIIou' fIYIIr 1ilI •• lbo tIn& plu ... lliua lriIlO"'" belllb dropped 
OIl Nopat.i ill 19(1. JIadiMeliy. poliulio . .... liouod Ibroup Ibo :!O· . ... d 60'. ill lb. 
deseNoI Ulah. N ...... ... d lb. Soulb PIclfI.. Aller &Ii Ib_ y .... ". 1lllI b .... "0' 
...... od. To I.bio day J'IdIoaeIi1r. polIulio. eo .. liouoo froa u .. der lb . .... Ib .. -.. 
doson IIoor. 

n. poop" 0I1b1l eou .. lIY hav . ...... boo............ aisIod . ... d _ .. odftlltaa. of 
for ... 10 ... by our .............. ' ... d .... 01 our .......... 

IT IS TIME TO STOP THIS INUNnT I 

Subaiaod by 
Do .. lliI j. Prow 
,lgzW"0Id1lwy.91 
1'OeaIa1lo. Idaho 13204 
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F O R  T H E  H E A R I N G R E C O R D  

A C<M1ENT ON THE "SPECiAl" ISOTOPE SEPERAT10N PROJECT DRAFT ENVIRON1ENT Al IMPACT STATEMENT 

by Jessica Lynn Proksa 5 1 92 West Old Hwy. 91  
Pocatello, Idaho 83204 

This Is my Individual testimony. 

I think nuclear substances never should have been known to man. I also te .. 1 tbIAk man has been aggravating w lldemess and the land In various ways. 
They have overhunted tht;,anlmtIS; cut tri l lions of trees; mined; polluted 
air, water, and land; and'ila. not'forget nuclear acCidents. I don't think 
Idaho should be spoiled by the Ignorance of some of Its own citizens by 
building a so called "safe, money making, jOb producing plutonium plant: 
If people are so desperate, why can't they think of more creative and 
Imaginative ways to suit the economy's needs? 

I don't think the SIS should be built anywhere! 
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TEf:ll l l'lUNY PRE-.5ENrED (� r THE DOE HEAR ING I N  I DAHO FALL S ,  I DAHO 

MAkCH 3.'0, 1 91:18 

My n�me 1 5  Judy M l n s h Cl l l .  I r e s I d e  at 1 183 S. UI Ll H""y. 9 ]  In I n h om ,  
Ieidho. 1 request l h a t  th i S  t e� l l lJlony u e  added t o  t.h� h e a r i n g  record o n  t h ",  
llE I S  t OI� the s l t l ny C)'F t.he Spec l .l l l s o t u p e  Sf!pa,..- a t l on PrCJ)f?cl a t  the I N E L  

l rl l d <'l h o .  

1 h e r e  seem t u be m .a n y  val l d r e a S o n s  for- OPpOSl n g  the S I S  p r O j e c t  I 
espec l a l .l y  those COnCer n l n g  thEl l ac�- of need tor more p l utOrll llm i;l.n(j ,""orr" 1 95 
�b()ut t he- s,.."f e l y  o f  t h e  Pr-OJEOct 1 +  I t  l 5  b U l I l  in I d "' h o .  Howeypr , for lIle 
l ht=' b o t t o m  l I ne 1 S  l h � t  t h e  5 I S  s h o u l d  not be bui l t  tlecallSE> I t  wou l d  be 
I nllll()r el l  t L' do so. 

J bRI l l:'vE' the prOdll c. t l o n ,  !; t O c. kp l l l nl . .} ,  or I I S l'? CIt n u c l ear weapons I S  
�n g h l y  unmo r a l  - thE> ui l l m a t e  s i n  �g.l.lllst Uc,d ' s  c r f�a t l on .... nlj do l l  
illimanl t y .  I'lucl EO.!r warfare t h r e .il t e n s  ri l l 1 1  f e  - not JlISt t h e  1 1 VE'!; or 
cQunt r i  es of- the combtlltlnts. N U C l e a r  we"'pons do nc.'l samella"" become b e n 1 g n  
or l ess i mmoral I f  t h e y  dre mer e l y  u s e d  for d e t e r e n c e  ... nd not for a c t ll�l 

cClmb ol t .  1 he 1 r  merE.' e)!1 stence c on s t l t u t e s  a f o r- m  ot terror· l s m .  If a moildmOln 

hal d s  a l oadet! revol ver "'gal nsl yuur chI I d . s he�d olnd t. hrealens to ki I I  
h i  m ,  "'l l l  there b e  " n o  h oI r  m done" 1 f he> never ""ctllOl I I  y pul l S!  t h e  \- r l  gger .' 
Ut course nol ' The psychol og l c a .l  damage done to bot h you and your c h I l d  

1'1 1 1 1  b e  ver-y obvi OlIS .  f n  t.he Solme ... a y  nuc 1 ed"· weapon!i uSe>d fur deter-ence 
oll l y  ar-e f a r  f r  am h d r  m i es s .  Feolrs at acc i de n t d i  deton _ t l on or h a V I n g  the 
""eaporlS S I tes h l l  b y  <In enemy f I rst st " l k p destr-oy Ollr peolce o f  m i n d  oilnl.1 

add t.o n a t I on a l  paranoI a .  

rhe sal e purpose of t h e  5 1 S  woul d be t . o  prorJllce p l ut. o n l u m  L o  be used ilS t r- I ggers tor n u c l ear- weapons. I t 1 nd I t  very c ur l OU S  t h  ... t Some 
proponents ot S I t i n g  lhe S I S  1n i d a h o  ilIl.1m l t  to the I n herent I mmor .... i 1 t y of 
m_H"" I e ... r- ... e"'pon<:; bnt say t h al If !iuch weapons dre to be b .... n J t .... e mi g h t  dS 
"'01 1 hpncf l t  economll::; ... l l y  f "·om l h"" i r  pf"<.Jduc t l on .  All eX ilmp l e  by ... ay of 
par ", 1 1 ",, 1 m l g h t  Collise "'arne t o  recon9 l cler . M05t reSi d e n t s  o f  southe.ll g l  Idaho 
1'101...1 1 d .... grc(! th�t "'bart 1 on and por-noqr""phy "'re i mmer .... l even t h o u g h ,  "'1 th 

some re!ii. r l c t l on s ,  blJt h ilre perfec. t l y  l egOlI . S I n c e  b o t h  F.l.ct � v i t l es .. ... 1 1 1  
gu c'n aoy ... ay , "  sholil d t he I ac",1 ChambE"rs of CCJIlHnercp ac I I  Ye>l y promote I d a h o  
.-I.S '" c e n t e r  for the pornogr olph l c  f i l m J ndur,;; t r y ··.' �;hol. l d  ... & !  t r y  t o  become t h e  
F.l.bor L l on C:.rI�l l t()l ut t h e  wor l d ,  j.Jos� l b l y  Lumb l n l n y  abor t i on mi l l s  "'l t h  
l ndu5 tr- I E'S resp�r c h l n�l u s e ,  r:lf f e t  ... l t I SS(.I(as"' I f  not. , why not ? C o u l d  I t  
be t t l d t  �Uml:� t h l ng 1 S  mor e l mp o r t a n t  t h . , n  the economy'"' U s e  t h e  s .... m e  l og l c 
her·e. Nuc:l ea.r· ... eapons and t.hel r p r  oduc L i on process can p o t e n t l  ",, 1 1  y destroy 

f.u· mc'" ,? I l VC?S t h an Clbcw t l on .  And n u c l ear- ""ar 15 c er t a i n l y  the lt l t l mOlte 

obscen l t y ... "" t h e  u l t I ma t E'  "envI ronmental l mp a c t  . .. 

Some ot the S l! �n!i OPPOs i n g  the S I S  are ""or- dio>d "Jllsl s","y 110 ' "  I t h l n l' 
t.her-p. 1 s a r e Oi l  connect ednes�i bet ... een thl s p r- o J e c t  and the d r llg scene. 
L. l ke c("lc,;u n e ,  DOE olnd Ue�,"rt ment of lletense (DOD) money c ... n b e  h i g h l y 

a d d l c t i ve .  1 h e  S I S  I S  5upposprj to p r · o v l d e  same 750 "j:: rm.,1,nen t "  Jobs. !:IIJt 
l Jl l h l S (""ase "pF.'rrnanenl" meeln!i ... ma}; l ml...lm ("It seven Dr el g h t  ye","rs. Then 
... hat-) Hri.Vlng i1I maJor p.mp l oyer Sh l l t  do ... n or- c l ose ..... p shop h a s  .... morE> 
advp.rse economi c l mpdoct on t h e  enVl rorlment of e\ communI t Y than never 
get t l nq the Jobs In t he f i r st p l ac e .  In an p. f f o r- l  t o  perpptuate jobs and 
pr·otec:t the ec onomy WI l l  ther-e be i ncr-P"'sed pr eSSllre> l o  t. ake the ne};t �tep 
o:tnd be�l l n  conver t i n g  ... a'5tp� tram commerC I a l  power p l a n t s  i n to � l 1 1 1  
... eapons-yrolde p l ut o n l u m ?  Wi l l  l ot: a l  ot t l C l r d s  soan f I nd themselves 
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s e e k l n g  out more weOlpOll!il p r o j e c t s ,  bp.comln�1 ever more en t ilngled I n  000 
"''' f d l r ",? Wl i l  ""nyone work for arms Gontrol If tu s Job and the £'conom l c  
secur I t y o f  h i S  fami l y  01"" commun i ty depend o n  arms m .... nufacture? L 1 1(� elruy 
dddl c t l C.J n , t tl l S  IS a liiubt l e  but I ne x o r a b l e  prOcess. rhe commwn ty l oses a.I I 
Clb l i i ty t o  r ;za. t i ond l l y  ... nd o b J ec t i ve l y c r i t i que defense pol i C Y  .;l.nd becomes a 
mere bLH1ch of non-t h l n k l n g cheerl eader-I> for- the I)epo;o.r t ment of l)efens6'. 

rhe SIS project w i l l  co�t .m e s t l m  .... ted onp. b i l l i on dol l .;!.r s  t o  con_t n.lct 
and oper ate and Wi l l  prOVide il.bOLlt 4()O Jobs d u r i n g  I;:OlllDtrUl. t l on and 1::5(1 
lobs dur i ng oper a. t l on .  fil l S  works out to a cost to taxp,;o.yers ot ;:!Obout 
:f l 09 , O(IO t. o  $ 1 6-' , 000 per year for edch Job p r O V i d e d .  l h l S ) 5  � mora.-l i SSLIC' 
a l so .  W i t h  oLlr hur::le budget d e-f l c i t s  dnd so many socl ... l 1 1 1 5 b e l n y  
n e g l e c t e d ,  spen d l n y  that ml,.lch money on liomet h l n g  t h .A t  1 5  not even needed 1 5  
t o t a l  1 1,.1n '-'cy. l·f t h i S  projer:t .... ere not b e I n g  proposed + fjr I d a h o , .... OLl l d  any 
of I.lS want our tax Rloney !il,.lppor t l ng I t ? We need to take of ·f the r:;!conomlC 
tl l i nders we have on ilnd see t: l ea r l y  that t h I S  IS a prOject that sho\,.\ l d  not 
be bl,.l l l  t. Not here. Not anywhere. 

Thp t h I ng tha.t I S  most obvioulO to me about the d r i'l f t  envlronmen t ;J. l  
I mp a c t  st atement 1 !O  t h  ... t I don ' t  understand I t .  1 ' 111 n o t  competent to know 
whether the concl usi ons are vdl i d or not. Nel ther , I Sl,.lspec t ,  .... r e  the v;J._t 
maJor I t y of thosp. who WI l l  t e 'l§ t I f y  at. the!>e hear i ng s .  Were al l r e l evant 
f doc t o r s  til.ken i nt o  dCC DI,.\l l t ?  Are the computer 1II0cJe l s  u�ed correct-'> Were 
�ny ml <;;takl:.'s milde In the c il l c u l i'l t l on�? I can ' t  "-'nswer those quest l On g .  
don ' t  uel l e v e  t h e r e  1 S ", n y  r eolson t o  doubt t h e  competency il n d  honesty o f  
those w h o  devel oped t h e  D E I S .  B u t  we n e e d  to be real I s t I C  olbout the l I mi t s 
of e n v l r onmental I mpc>.et statements. E I S ' s  hilve been c>.ro�lnd for ... l ong 
t I me .  1 +  they werH p er f ec t l y  c""pdb l e  o·f pred i c. t I ng and prevent I ng mi 6h;J.p&, 
"Ie WDLl l un ' t  have a l l the ac c.: i de n t lO ,  d I saster!>, and near-mlS5es t h d t  occur 
rOl,.l t i nHl y on Vi'lriOU9 projects. 

The EIS cannnt GUARANTEE that no IfIi'lJOr- a.-ccl dent or c.ontOllfll n a t l o n  w i l l  
occur at lNEL. ThosE<' who wrote the n E L S  underl5ta.-nd t h ;J. t ;  they �.NOW th�y 
ar-e ""b I e  t o  work on l y  wi th probOlb 1 1 i t i e!i .  The que e t l 0n 1 9 ,  does the publ l c  
undergt<1.nd t h a t �) What i f  t h e  " un t h l n k ilb l e "  ha.ppens and desp i te thG odd9 
i:l.q .... i n st I t  there 1S milJor contami nat i on of the V i t a l  Snake RI ver a q u i f e r ? 

Whdt 1 f there i 5 "' rna Jor nucl p.ilr rf.?actor acel dent whi eh rel eases deoldl y 
roltd i u  .... c t i v i t y ?  Wh",t I f  a h i ghway i'l c C l dent toomehow DOES 6 P I l i  r a d l o Ol c t i v e  
f e e d  m.;o.tp.r 1 ell o r  w i:l. s t e s  a !  l over t h e  p I  ace') Do YOl.1 Just 'ji a.- y  "Whoop!i � Bilck 
to the draWIng boar d " '·" � W i l l  l eg ... l recourse reill J l y  h e l p ?  l h e  odds that 
such t h I n g s  .... 1 1 1  ha.ppen are adml t tedl y !5md.l l ,  but t h a t ' s  .... f i:l.r c r y  from 
si'lYlng they Cdn NEVER hilppen. 

Some r i s k s  - even gre.t ones - hOlve t o  be ta�(en. I F  the S I S  

project were absol u t e l y  e9sen t l al to our n a t i o n a l  " ':IIecLlr i t y ,  I F  there were 

no safer p l ac e  for the f d c i l i t y  t o  be bui l t ,  I F  we c ou l d  Ol t f o r d  the $1 
b i l l i on p r I c e  tag , �nd I F  n u c l ear weapong were not so inheren t l y  I mmoral 
then there .... C'l.l l d  be reason t o  I gnore the r 1 sk s  o;lnd bUI l d  the f .... C 1 I l t y C!\ t  
INEL.. None uf t h o s e  suppos i t i on s  ha ... been proven , however , ... nd I b e l I eve 
they are a l l  f a l se .  T h erefore, I ttl l n k  the r l sk 5i  do NUl J�\9t l f y  b�d l d l ng 

the- S I S  In I d a t l O ,  Clnd I urge you to reject that. p i Oln and t il k e  the "No 
Ac t I on "  o p t I o n  on thl s I ssue. 
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" T h e  youth are the l eaders of t h e  f u t u r e . "  --- Th i s  

somet h l n g  that every p o l i t i c i an who has h a d  anyt h l n g 

at a l l  t o  d o  wi th educ a t i on has p r o b ab l y  used 

camp a l gn speech or anot h e r . There i s  no d i screpancy at 

a l l  as t o  l t S  a c c u r ac y ,  I t  I S  O b v l 0us l y  t r u e .  I t  

a l s o somet h l n g t h at shou l d b e  k e p t  c l ose m i n d  W I t h 

t h e  ever g r o w i n g  n u c l ear s t o c k p l l es .  

The Spec i a l  I s otope Sepa r a t 1 0n pro j ec t  1 S ,  most 

peop l es m I n d s ,  g o o d  t h i n g .  A n d  i. t c a n  b e  good 

t h i ng ,  except f or t h e  f ac t  that I t s p u r p o s e ,  i n  t r u t h . 

to a i d  i n  t h e  produc t i on of n u c l ear weapons. 

r ea l l z e t h e  i mp or t an c e  of a strong nuc l ea r  " d e f en s e " < i f  

t h a t.  f ac t  what t h e  w e a p o n s  a r e  f or )  and t h e  need 

f or techn o l og l c a l  super i or i t y ,  b u t  w h y  w e  need 

weapons-grade p l uton i um i s  beyond We have a l ready 

got a sef l C l ent amoun t ,  i f  not too much t o  l as t  a s  l ong 

as w e ' l l  need. 

It is my understand i n g  t h a t  we h a v e  more than 

enough weapons t o  destroy t h e  wor l d  several t i mes over . 

I n  1 984 we had , i n  our arsenal a l on e ,  about 1 4 , 000 

warheads w i th t h e  f i r epower of ��1 �C�iliQO yes, 

8 , 400 , 000 , 00 0 , 000 tons o f  TNT. P l u s more than 1 , 000 

warheads are added each year . Now, between the Uni ted 

States and the Sovi et Un i on ,  there apprQ}( i mat e l y  

2 4 , 000 megatons ( 2 4 , 000 , 00 0 ,  oell) , 000 tons) o f  TNT I n  the 

f o r m  of n u c l ear weapons. 

The peop l e  of t h e  U n i ted States a r e ,  m o r e  or l es s ,  

p r o g r ammed t o  b e l i eve t h a t  t h e  Sov l et Un i on b i g ,  

ug l y  monster j us t  wai t 1 n g  f or a chance t o  destroy 

The same t h i n g  is happen i n g oyer there-- they t h i n k  that 

we a r e  af t e r  t h e m .  O u r  t w o  governments keep u s  under 

t.h i s  i mpressi on , most 1 y by not educat i ng the 

si tuat i on .  The same p r o c c e s s  a p p l ys in c o r r e l a t i on to 

the S . L S . s i tuat. i on .  I f  a s k e d ,  "Wou l d  you peop l e  l i k e 

to h e l p  make n u c l ear weapons f or a f ew year s ? "  

don ' t  t h i n �  t h a t  I d ahoans wou l d  b e  too enthus i a s t i c  

about t h e  who l e  t h l n g .  I n stead o f  b e i n g  t o l d out-r i g h t  

what the wh o l e  s t o r y  i s .  I d ahoans are t o l d  that S . L S . 

w i l l  g i ve them J o b s ,  money and l a ser t e c h n o l o g y .  Th 1 S  

t r u e ,  but the real obj e c t i vE' i s  b e i n g  " c o vered up " or 

a t  l east not g i ven a f r a c t i on of the p ub l l c l t y it shou l d  

get . Th i s  o b j ec t i ve I S  t o  pLlr i f y dead l y  p l ut on i Llm f or 

n u c l ear warheads. T h i s p r ac t l c e of " � eep i n g  the 

peop l e  1 9 n o r an t "  d e c ep t i ve a n d  h a s  been used b y  

t. y r a n t  af ter t y r a n t  t h r ough t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s t or y .  

S . L S . w l I l  a l s o b e  mak i n g  t h 1 n g s  worse a t  t h e  

n a t i on a l  l ev e l . We coul d be m a k i n g  a power reactor or 

somet h i n g e l se t h at wou l d do somet h i n g  p r o d uc t i ve for 

country and wor l d .  The SpeC I a l  Isotope 

Separ a t i on Project w l i l  on l y  b e  destruct 1 ye .  The 

unnecessary def ense spen d i n g w i l l  on l y  boost t h e  

. 
nat i on a l  d ef l c i t .  When w e  c a n  d e s t r o y  every maj or c i t y 

3 . 2 . 2  
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i n  t he wor l d  w i t h two submar I n es < wh i ch v I r t ua l l y  

undetectab l e  b y  t h e  USSR ) , then see not h I n g but wasted 

4 . 1 3 money In ma l-: l ng more p l utonI um f o r  weap on s .  T o  qLlote 

W i nston ChLlrc h i l l -- " Af t er a c er t a i n  p O I n t ,  more bombs 

w i l l  on l y  make the r u b b l e  boun c e . " 

If a weapon becomes o b s o l e t e .  t a k e  the p l u t on I um 

out of I t  and put i t  I n  an updated weapon , but I t  i s  a 

4 . 4 . 6  l i e  t o  s a y  t h a t  w e  need more p l u t on l um f o,.· t h e  newer , 

1 . 1 

up-graded weapons that constant l y  prod U C I n g . 

P l ut on i um h a s  a h a l f - l i f e  o f  24, 400 year s ,  s o  i t  i sn ' t  

g o i n g  t o  g o  bad on u s ,  

I S-years o l d  a n d  b y  most peop l e  I 

catagor i z ed "youth " .  So a c c or d i n g 

wou l d  be 

to today ' s  

l ea d er s ,  mysel f a n d  t h o s e  I n  i n  my peer-group, a,..· e  the 

l eaders of t h e  f u t u r e .  I know myse l f  and I know my 

f r i en d s .  I represent t h e m  w h e n  I say t h a t.  the l e aders 

of today may want t o  boost t h e  n a t I onal d eb t ,  d e c e I ve 

t h e i r c o n s t i tuency and push our wor l d  towards n u c l ear 

war , b u t  w e ' l l  have no p a r t  of I t .  We, the l eaders of 

tomorrow don � t want t he i r  guns, m i ssles and war s !  

E 7 3 0  

WRI TTEN ,MARCH 24 , 1 988 
PURPOSE , FOR APPROVAL OF THE BUI LDING OF THE S . I . S . .  

l3xW&6 7J'D 
MY NAME I S  CHR I S  LEMPKE , I ' M 35 YEARS OLD . I WAS BORN 

AND RAISED IN THE STATE OF I DAH O ,  AND HAVE WORKED AT THE 

I .N . E . L .  FOR THE PAST 1 6  YEARS. 

THE ATOM I C  AGE WE L I VE IN TODAY WAS BORN SOME 40 YEARS 

AGO, FROM A BOMB . WE HAVE L I VED I N  FEAR OF A NUCLEAR 

EXCHANGE EVER S I NCE . THE ONE T H I NG THAT HAS KEPT US FROM 

THAT HOLOCOST , I S  A " BALANCE OF POWER " . UNT I L  THE DELI VERY 

SYSTEMS OF THESE WEAPONS ARE RENDERED OBSOLETE WE MUST 

MA I NTAIN TH I S  " BALANCE OF POWER ' .  

THE S . I . S .  PROJECT W I LL ENABLE US TO DO THAT. THE 

S . I . S .  PROJECT W I LL ALSO PROV I DE A ' BALANCE OF ECONOMY' . BY 

PROV I DING JOBS FOR PEOPLE , L I KE MYSELF WHO L I VE IN THE STATE 

OF I DAHO THE YEAR AROUND. UNL I KE OTHER WHO CLAIM TO BE 

"NATIVE I DAHOANS' AND ONLY L I VE HERE A FEW MONTHS OF THE 

YEAR . 

THE BUSINESS COMMUN I TY AND LABORING PERSONS OF TH I S  

AREA NEED THE CASH FLOW THAT TH I S  FAC I L I TY WOULD PROV I D E .  

THE S . I . S .  I S  PERTI NENT TO THE DEFENSE O F  THI S COUNTRY 

AND THE ECONOMY OF THE STATE OF I DAH O .  

A STONG SUPPORTER OF T H E  SPECIAL I SOTOPE SEPERATO R !  

CHR I S  LEMPKE 
1 620 SOUTH EMERSON ()"jgl;;t 83404 
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Or. Nichol s ,  

March 29, 1988 

E.,t:!,,'b/f: 
U T I 

Or. C lay Nichol s 
SIS Project Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Id . 83402 

We support the pl acement of the SIS project at the INEL for the fol l owing 
reasons: 

I .  Job opportun it ies for myself, family and friends 

2 .  Financial  benefits to our communi t ies 

3. Increased tax base that wi l l  come with new employees and industry 

4. Benefit to Idaho ' s  higher educat ion to support thi s project 

5. New technol ogy at the INEl 

6. Our bel ief that DOE can bu i l d  and operate a safe fac i l i ty 

Please i ncl ude thi s letter with those in favor of the SIS project at the 
INEL . 

�. �� J1Z:fiyp �} f.l/ 

Thank you, 

Dr. Ni chol s ,  

E 7 3 2  

March 29, 1988 E'I hro,f 
7J� 

Or. C lay Nichol s 
SIS Project Manager 
U . S .  Department of Energy 
785 DOE Pl ace 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Id .  83402 

�:
a
�����rt the pl acement of the SIS project at the INEL for the fol l owing 1 .  1 

I .  Job opportuni ties for myself,  family and friends 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
2. Financial benefi ts to our communi t ies 

3 .  Increased tax base that wi l l  come with new empl oyees and industry 

4. Benefi t to Idaho ' s  higher education to support t h i s  project 

5. New technol ogy at the INEL 

6. Our bel ief that DOE can bui l d  and operate a safe fac i l  i ty 

Please incl ude this  l etter with those in favor of the SIS project at the 
INEL. 

E:pu� . � 
4l4S � �. 
I4.a..o �, � &401 
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PREPARED STATEMENT TO BE PRESENTED AT PUBLIC HEARINGS 
ON THE C ; .I .f SIS PROJECT DRAPT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT L�ff' P� 1�7 

I rise to speak in support o f  the Special Isotope 

Separa ticn ( S .  1 . 5 .  ) Pro ject and the desirability of i t  

being located at t h e  INEL s i t e  in Eastern Idaho . 

My motives for doing so are not unself ish ; they 

stem largely from my si ncere concern over the State of 

the economy in Southeast Idaho. f i nd the pred i ction 

that "without S I S ,  our economy will stagnate " ,  a very real 

possibi lity . Without S I S ,  the forecasts are quite grim, 

unemployment i s  already alarmingly high in the area , commerce 

i s  s luggi s h ,  retail sales on the down s i d e ,  business f a i lures 

the past two years are up , housing starts are down with 

little prospect of any meaningful i n f u s i on on the hori z o n .  

A l s o ,  on t h e  s e l f i s h  s i d e ,  r a m  excited over the 

prospect of introducing a new technology at INEL on a broad 

s c a l e .  Hopef u l l y ,  this introduction w i l l  extend i n t o  the 

surrounding communi t i e s  and serve as stimuli for expansion 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  
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of educational faci l i t i e s , generating renewed demand 

for spin off industries and creating additional opportunities 

for brand new developing industries . I ha ve no doubt 

the (AVL I S ) process w i l l  draw National attention of an 

unexpected magnitude to the area it is a s s i gned . 

Aga i n ,  from a s e l f i s h  standpoint , I am very concerned 

about safety a t  INEL and will always support the most 

stringent safeguards humanly possible . 

I am f i rmly in accord with those that demand c i t i zen 

awareness and full d i s closure of any and all incidents 

even s l i ghtly jeopard i z i ng the health and safety of workers 

and citizens a l i k e ,  simi l a r l y ,  with any negative affects 

on the environment or the ecology. While am adamant 

in my concern for s a f e t y ,  I am also relatively confident 

in the Department of Energy ' s  commitments to safety and 

health standards and in the history of their performance 

which exceeds National averages .  This does not mean 

- 2 -

would tolerate relaxation of external pressure to maintain 

absolute safety consciousne s s .  

I t  does seem very logical t o  m e  that t h e  S I S  Project , 

5 . 28 . 2  
which does not involve the placement of a nuclear reactor 

and, in fact, by its "Building Block Concept" avoids the 

building of additional reactors with the s imple addition 

of components , provides safer expansion at INEL than 

many expansions of the pas t .  Lets not forget to consider 

the extremely valuable potential of advancing med ical science 5 . 2 7 . 9 . 3  
which laser technology provocatively promi ses . Thi s ,  of 

cou r s e ,  w i l l  occur regardless of the s i te s e l ected , but 

what a boost this wi l l  mean to the area where it occur s .  

Foremos t ,  I believe w e  must accept the ' reality o f  

the duty DOE h a s  been a s s igned b y  the Congress o f  the United 

States to develop and maintain the capa b i l i ty to produce 

a l l  nuclear material required for the Defense Programs 

of the ,Na t i o n .  I view the S I S  Project a s  one of the more 

- 3 -



0"1 
CO 
CO 

3 . 3 . 1  

2 . 1 0 

desirable and more suitable of the many possibi l i t i e s ,  

to b e  s ituated in Southeast Idaho. 

In conclusion , I suppose I must admit the separation 

of the plutonium isotope res u l t s  i n  developing weapon grade 

plutonium, which certainly relates to defense , but if this 

i s  as close to defense and weaponry as INEL becomes ,  then 

please excuse me i f  I fail to protest and instead vigorous � y  

encourage its placement i n  our midst i n  anticipation o f  

a renewed v i t a l i t y  a n d  some real promise of a sustained 

growth in our economy. 

Thank you for af fording me the opportunity to express 

my concerns and explore my expectations of this important 

i s sue and I join with you i n  the hope that testimony f rom 

the public sector wi l l  have some i n f l uence on the eventual 

decision . 

Submitted by 

Jack P .  Anderson 
180 North Morningside Drive, 

Idaho Fa l l s ,  ID 8 3 4 0 2  
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Special Isotope Separation project 

written tes timony by 
Pamela Fleischmann 

Idaho State University 
East Hall Box 169 
Pocatello, Idaho 
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I am a product of lNEL projects and I s upport this new project _ 
Special Isotope Separation. My name i.! Pamela Fleischmann and I am a 

nursing student at Idaho State Univers ity. My great grandparents from 

my mother ' s  and father ' s  side helped settle the state of Idaho and my 

family has lived here since. Many members of my family have worked and 

still work at the INEL site . No one the I know has ever suffered from 

the effects of radiation, however , we have a l l  reaped from the benefits . 

Because of my major I understand the effects of radiation and nuclear 

weapons and the devestation they could bring but I also understand the 

benefits of the produc t s  which produce radiation. The safety record of 

the INEL is outstanding and I feel the risks of the S . I . S .  project are 

far outweighed by the benefits .  As a nurse I w i l l  be exposed to more 

radiation from a hospital x-ray room than I will be from the S .I . S .  

proj ect yet I am still going t o  b e  a nurse because the benefits o f  an 

x-ray outweigh the bad effects of the radiation recieved. 

I hope that there will be a day when the world no longer needs 

nuclear weapons but that day has not yet come and I believe we s t i l l  

need nuclear weapons . I enjoy t h e  benefits o f  being a United States 

c i t i zen and I consider it an honorable duty t o  support the Special 

Isotope Separat ion project which will help defend my family, my beliefs, 

and my country. 

I NTRODUCT I ON 

E 7 3 6  

S I S  DRAFT ENVI RONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
HEARING TESTI MONY 

Idaho Fa l l s, Idaho * March 30, 1 988 
E'II,ib .. t 

730 
My name i s  Gary F l e i schmann; I reSIde at 1350 Bowet" Drlve, Idaho Fa l l s ,  
I d a h o  83404 i I h a v e  l i ved a n d  worl-<.ed i n  Idaho f o r  m o s t  o f  my 11 f e e  M y  
paternal Great Grandparents w e r e  married at F t .  Coeur d '  A l ene i n  what 
was then Idaho Terr1t ot"y. My maternal Great Gt"andpat"ents came t o  Almo, 
I d  .. ho via wagon. My fatll i l y  has been part of Idaho ever s i r,ce. I am now 
r a i s i n g  rny ch i l d t"en ll"'1 Idaho. I hope and trust t hat they w i l l  be a b l e  
t o  r a i s e  t h � i r  c h i ldren i n  Idaho. F o r  t h e  p a s t  several weQks, I have 
care fu l l y  con s i d ered what I could offer t o  these hearings that would be 
of val ue i n  the d ec i sion making pt·ocess. After hearing many o f  t h e  
s peakers I t  i s  apparent that n o t  everyone has l i m i t ed t h e i r  test i mony 
t o;.  the subject at hand. There are four areas t h a t  I feElI qual i f i ed t o  
comment upon. Safety, L i festyle, Jobs, a n d  t h e  Futur�. 

SAFETY 

For the past 35 years, my fam i l y  has been assoc i ated w 1 t h  the INEL, 
as employees or d 0 1 n g  b u s i ness w i t h  the INEL. More t har. ar.yt h i ng e l se 
the Safety performance has beer, Impressive. Procedures have been i n  
place for years that reVH�w o n  a d a i  l y  baS I S  t h e  safety aspects o f  work, 
further the work IS mor. 1 tored regularly by professie,nal safety 

represent at l ves. The resu l t s  of t h i s  emph a s i s e  on safety i s  an superior 
safety record, not on l y  for the INEL, but .. Iso for r" ost of t h e  compan1es 
that do b U s 1 ness w i t h  the INEL. The Safety r�ecord at the INEL, t e. me, 
1S more mea n i n g f u l  than the unfounded rhetorlc that we have heard so 

r,luch Q f  l a t e ly. 
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handled as a h a z ardous rl1at e r i a l .  Kr.ow i n g ,  up front, t h e  rla t u r e  ,:. f 
P l ut o n i url1; the INEL has proven over many years I t ' s  abl l 1 t y  to hard l e  
i t  i l'l a s a f e  and e f f i c lent manner. 

L I FESTYLE 

There are those who suggest as they move to Idaho t h a t:  the bordet� be 
fenced behInd t hetll to keep others out and t h u s  m a i nt a i r, Idaho' 5 outdoor 
l l festyle. Frank l y ,  i f  it were poss i b le, a lot o f  us m 1 ght buy i nt o  

t h a t  concept . Howevet�, i t  doesn' t work that way. Progress ( o r ,  i f  
you prefer cal l i t  somet h i ng e l se )  s l mp l y  can not be s t o pped. Those who 
try, wh I l e  perhaps enjoy i ng a few sma l l  v i ct o r i e s ,  .., i l l  not: preva i l .  
H i story has reoeated l y  proven t h i 5 .  Yet i t  i s  i m portant t o  note that 
t h i s  proJect: ha5 l i t t le, if any, potent i a l  impact on our� l l fest y l e. The 
new Jobs created by t h e  S I S  project w i l l  l i ke l y  o n l y  serve t o  replace 
those lost due to proJects or Jobs that end in the i n t e r i rn .  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 5  
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JOBS 

Era, Mart in, Custer, Cedarv i l l e ,  Caribou C i t y, Bayhorse, Alder C i t y ,  
Bonanza, C l i f f ,  Wh i t e  Knob, M u l doon, Gal eYla. These were OYlce t h r i v ing 
cOMMun i t i e s  i n  South East Idaho. They no longE'r e x i s t .  The reason is 
not t h a t  the M l n i n g  upon which they depended was a dangerous occupat i oy, 
( i t  was and s t i l l  i s  More dangerous than t hE' nuclear i y,dustry, but 

t hat ' s  not t h e  reason ) . Nor i s  t h e  reason that t he resi deY'lts felt the 
need t o  protect t h e i r  l i fE'style or t h e i l' envi roroent .  Nor i s  t h e  reason 
that the Ore ran out ( t hE're is s t i l l  plenty out there, if you caY, a f ford 
to ext ract i t ) .  The reason is sinlply t hat the economy could y,ot s u pport 
t he Jobs. 

The economy of Idaho Fa l l s  (and i y, a larger sense, a l l  o f  Idaho) is t i ed 
to the INEL. W i t hout cont i n u i n g  ProJects, our economy w i l l  not support 
Jobs. Perhaps your Job. No the lack of the S I S  a l one won' t make Idaho 
Fa l l s  a ghost town. Yet w i t hout cont i n u i n g  proJ ects, Idaho Fa l l s  and 
Idaho surely w i l l  suffer. And that s u f fet'r ing w i l l  effect everyone 
(thru loss of t a x  revenue, educat i onal opportunt ies, empl oyment 

opport un i t i es, bus i ness, etc. ) .  

I t  was reported on t he radio last week that ; an A l l  ied Van L i nes survey of 
interstate moves invo l v i Y'lg Idaho; showed that 62" of the Fam i l ies moviY'lg in 
1987 were mov l n g  out of Idaho. That is the t h i rd h i ghest outbound percentage 
in the nat i on. Which means less fam i l ies are buying grocer i e s ,  buying 

c l o t h i ng ,  paying sales> tax, and paying property t a x ,  than J ust one year 
.;0. Idaho is a l ready having problems making ends meet ; fewer residents 
t o  share the load doesn' t h e l p ;  and Idaho must reverse t h i s  trend. 

Some have suggested that short term Jobs, such as those t o  be created by 
t h s  S I S  project are of 1 i t t  Ie val ue. I would counter that for t h e  
Construct ion Industry a n d  t h e  Research/Devel opment Industry "short " 
project s are the I l feblood. 

FUTURE 

Over i t ' s  h l story t h e  INEL has had a variety o f  m i s s i ons, i nc l ud i n g  
M i l i t ary, most o f t & n  several a t  t h e  same t i me. E a c h  o f  t h e s e  h a s  beer. 
success f u l l y  accom p l i shed. It i s  t i me to add another nl i s S 1 0YI, 
speci f i ca l l y  t h e  S I S  w l t h  i t ' s  Laser Techno logy. Th i s  y.ew m i s s ion, alon� 
w i  t h  1 i ke l y  fol low on proJect 6 ,  w i  11 lead us i nt o  t h e  Ylext century. 

The SIS project w i l l  prov ide Idaho w i t h  opport un i t i es .  Oppor t un i t ies 
t o  p l ay an important, v i t a l ,  and patr iot i c  role i n  our nat lonal defense; 
opport un i t i es for many nluch needed Jobs ; opport un i t i es t o  enhance 
economy ( and in t urn do a better meet the educat i o n a l ,  soc i a l ,  arid 
i n frastruct ure needs of Idaho) . 

as one I d ahoan say • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Yes to S I S  ! 

[ 7 3 7  

Pocatello Children & Adolescent Clinic P .A. 
(oger w. Boe. M.D. 
Javid R. Fischel. M.D. 
�,.ejghton A. Hardin, M.D. 

521 South 12th Ayenue . P.O. Bo1: +130 
Pocatello. Idaho 83205 

William E. Hogan, M.D. 
Christian C. Yost. D.O. 

(208) 232.(++3 JalJ Douglas. M.D. 

"arch 2 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

Open Letter 

Ey:h;j;,it 
7:3. 7 

I oppose the deployment of S I S  
'

l
'
n Southeast Idaho on moral 

and human itar ian grounds . This has been a decade of awareness 
among thought f u l  people and concer ned leaders o f  the cr ime 
that has been committed against the future of mank ind in an 
attempt t o  obtain nuclear supremacy. This I s  a decade when no 
Amer ican c i t i zen can c l a im ignorance of the real and ever 
present threat o f  a war that in mo�nts could a l ter forever 
the dest i ny of ma n k i nd .  Leaders from many nations are staking 
the i r  po l i t ica l futures on nuclear arms reduct iona, whi le ve 
in Southeast Idaho appear about to loot the home of our 
chi ldren because someone else has opened the door . I v i I I  
leave i t  t o  t h e  experts to debate t h e  environmenta l ,  economic 
and m i l i ta r y  impact o f  SIS on Southeast Idaho and indeed on 
the e n t i r e  country. But I aee no moral or physical longevity 
for a community that i s  wi l l i ng to baae ita economic growth 
on weapons o f  mass destruct ion . On car e f u l  cons ideration, I 
hope we wi l l  not reach with greedy hands into the future o f  
mank ind , but wi l l  choose t o  car e f u l ly c l o s e  another d o o r  o n  
t h e  n i ghtmare o f  nuclear destruct ion . 

S i ncerely, 

�!!!:! HO�a/lj) 
Ped iatr i c i a n  
Pocate l l o ,  I D  83201 
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To WhoI'! i t  I'Il!Iy concern: 

C hr 1 � t opher T.  W i n h r  
PO B o x  8677 

Poc o!! t e l l o .  ID 83209 

f'1t1;rch 30 . 1 988 £,4,/b.f 7�% 
I Chr i o t opher T .  W i n t e r . unable to o!I t t end t heoe hearing5 on t he 
lIb�ve dl5l t e .  hereby do gro!! nt t he c o!I r' r l t;.7

A'
0 f  t h i o  l e.t t , � .)0 j 5 5 U e  

t h l 0  �repl!red 5 t a h �l"Ient on "'Y behel l f �¥ ::r. �· 

I o!I l'I  unequlvoco!! l l y  opPo50ed to t he furt her developl'lent or U S !!! o f  
nucho!lr technology . p ar t i c u l o!!r l y  the S I S  pro j e c t  i n  "' y  corner of 
the wor l d  where I co!!n a f f e c t  t he outeDI'II!:. 

My ground!> for o b j e c t ion t o  t h I 5  are : 

---the enVIronMe n t a l  Il'lpact 5 t a t el'lent i5 de f i C i ent 1n l'Iany 
re5p e c t 5 .  

---T h i s  proJ l!! c t , l i k e ot her nuclear technology i 5  undel'locra b c . 
It i5 de5igned to bene f i t  a few p ro f I teer!> . It I'Iake5 t he 

Plany of us dependent on a fe", p o l i t i c i ans and engineer5 . 
th an environl'len t a l  concern , t he heal t h  and wel fare of t he 
l"'Iany , whether oPPo55ed to or for t h l !!  proje c t , 15 dependent 
upon a few peop l e  who expect t o  reap enorMOU5 revenue !> .  T h 1 5  
i 5  an i flll'lature ¥ l ew o f  the w o r l d  a n d  i n  d i 5 equ d i b r i uM w I t h  
p h y s I c a l , p 5 y c o l o g i c a l  a n d  !! o c i a l  ecolog i es . 

---Th15 SIS p r o j e c t  threaten5 to d i 5rupt: ,... . U 
-___ • __ 'The ecolog I c a l  i n t e gr i t y  o f  COI'II'IUnI t I e 5 , t h e  
freedol'l t h a t  C O M e s  f r o l'l  qua l i t y  l i v i ng a 5 5 0 c i a t e d  w i t h  
p r i nC i p l e!> o f  l o w  con5ul'lp t i on ,  e c o l o g i c a l  re!!pon5 i b l l i t y  and 
5e I f -eu f f  l e i  ency . wi 1 1  becol'le I'Iore en trop i c due to dependency 
on t he!!e !!hor t - 5 1 g h t e d  peop l e  who p05e t o  i l'l p l el'lent t h i !>  
5hort-terfll proj ec t .  B u t  i t  1 5  t he people w h o  l'Iust face t he 
long-t erM con5equenc l!! s fro,", t he by-produ c t !!  of t h 1 5  proJec t .  

!!i�k2� 
Chr i 5 t opher T. W i n t er 

E 7 3 9  

Exl, ;j,;t '(.;1'1 
Hy name is Lee Gagner. I represent two orp,anizations. The East District of 

the Idaho Association o f  Realtors which includes approximately 373 Realtors. 

We currently have 8 surplus o f  homes on the market and would have no problem 

accomodat ing the construction crevs or permsnent employees .  We believe the project 

sited at the INEL vould be good for the grovth of Idaho Falls and Eastern Idaho. Some 

of our membership had a concern with safety until ve hesrd some of the vorst case 

scenarioa and realized the relatively small amounts of radiation that vould be received 

in the event of a seriouB acciden t .  

After reviewin� the studies conducted v e  have n o  concern vHh the safety aspect 

whether it is energy related or defense related. This $505 mill ion dollar facility 

viII add stability and grovth to our cOlIIDunity. The more we can diversify from 

energy related to defense related would be good economically for the community. 

One only has to look at cities lilLe Seattle and the Tri-cities in Washin�ton state 

and see what ha�pen8 to the economy vhen you fail to diversify. We see no �roblem 

vith the SIS in Idaho Falls and endorse the plsn to place it here. 

The second orp,snizst ion I represent is the Idaho Innovat.ion Center. I t  is s smaJI 

business "incubator" located in Idaho Fal l s .  I t  has been able to sttrsct clients 

f rom the INEL vhich are interested in trsnsferring techno lORY to the private 

sector. We currently hsve tenants in the center , tvo o f  vhom have gone nat ional with 

their technology and products. The AVLIS laaer used in the separation proceas 

would sppear to have very exciting commercial applications. We alao know that if 

we help young companies get st.arted in the center that. 80% viII locate their 

businesses in Eastern Idaho. We believe the potential for spin-off technolo,ll;y 

to be very good. The cent.er is projected to create 500 jobs (nev) over the next 

five year period. We believe this figure could be increased substantially with the 

potential of future laser application. For this reason ve stron�ly suoport the 

location of the SIS at the INEL 

Lee G •• ner ,;;f555 �/1'1"5';r<>�M J.,.�, :<">0, 
President . Idaho Innovation Center j-", (f r 
East District Vice President, Idaho Assoc. of 
Resltors Ni'o/t t 
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YES - YES 
'
S I S I  

There ' s  too many of u s ,  there ' s  too many of u s ,  
THERE IS TOO MANY O F  U S  1 
let ' s  have a war, so you can go d i e l  
let ' s  have a war, w e  c a n  all  u s e  t h e  pay! 
let I s have a war. we need the space I 

PI. r;I-{D 

let ' s  have a war, t o  clean out this  placet I 
I t ' s  al ready started in the c i ty ,  suburbia w n l  be just as easy! 

There ' s  too many of u s ,  there ' s  too many of us I 
THERE ' S  TOO MANY OF US 1 
let ' s  have a war, to jack�up the DOW�JONES I 
l@t ' s  have a war, 1t can start 1n IDAHO I 
let ' s  have a war, we're l i ke rats 1n a cagel 

There' s too many of us. there t s too many of us , 
THERE ' S  TOO MANY OF US 1 
let ' s  have a war, sel l the rights to the networks ! 
let ' s  have a war, let  the mothers get fat l i ke l ast time! 
let ' s  have a war, give guns to the queers ! 
let ' s  have a war, the enemy is w i t h i n l  

Y E S  Y E S  - SOS 

And interesting l ast thought � � that we w i l l  see! 

Wherever you are - �  safe i n  that mill ion-dol l a r  shelter, not so safe in 
your bargain-basement basement,  toasting your hosts i n  your host area, or just 
plain napping -- you gotta adm i t ,  THI S  I S  IT! 

In one moment, the combined 30-year investments of the worl d ' s  l argest 
economies -- something to the tune of $700 t r i l l ion ,,� goes up in smoke. 

And, l i ke all that is best in our culture, the moment that has obsessed 
the world for almost two generat i ons is computerized, and over in a fl ash !  

At  the  very l east,  i t  i s  di fferent . 

It breaks that dul l gray routine � and for ill I 
No more wondering. No more wai t i n g .  No more drudgery, no more samenes s .  

Good�bye mortgage s ,  good-bye bos s .  S o  long t o  commut 1 n g  I assembl y 1 ;  nes ,  
f i na l s ,  homework, washing u p  . • .  

The old day � i n  day-out i s  over! 

T + I - O .  

Thank God I t ' s  Doomsday! 

Si ncerely, 
Carta Reale 

A . K . A .  "Toxic Avenger" 
P . O .  Box B561 ISU 

Poc.tel l o ,  I d .  83109 
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STATEMENT OF THE PEOPLE - - 25 KARCH 1988 

WE THE PEOPLE , will not conspire to COftllllit acts which are ill.gal 
as well as, inhumane to both citizens or the United Stat •• and or 
the world cOIll/llWli ty. 

'nIEREFORE, it is our spe cific intent to prevent the continuation 
of the followinl crime. by Department or Energy, the Department 
or Deren •• of the United Stat •• and elected government officiab, 

AND, do hereby charge the Department ot Energy, Department ot 
Detense, and Congress with violation ot the tollowing crimes: 

I. Crimes under th_ provisions 01 the Nunmber& Principle. (The London 
Accords ot 1945 ) ,  which provisions have belen incorporated into 
the body ot universally accepted international law: 

A . ) CRIMES AGAINST PEACE: "Namely, planning. preparation, initia
tion or waging ot a war ot aggression, or a war in violation ot 
international treaties, agreelllents or assurances .  or participa
tion in a COllllllon plan or conspiracy tor the accomplishment ot IUl¥ 
ot the foregoi.n&: . "  

B . )  CONSPIRACY 

1 . )  Planning and preparation tor WAR CRIMES: "Namely , violations 
ot the laws or cu. tOilS ot war. �tions shall include. 
but not be limited to, lIIurder, ill-treatlD8nt or deportation to 
slave labor or tor any other purpose the civilian populations ot 
or in occupied territory, murder or ill-treatment ot prisoners ot 
war or persons on the .eaa, killing ot hostage., plunder ot 
public or priVate property , wanton destruction ot cities, towns 
or villages, or devastation not jus1;itied by military neceBll ity . "  

2 . )  Planning end preparation tor CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: 
"Namely, arurder, extermination. enslavellent ,  deportation, and 
other inhumane acts comdtted against IUl¥ civilian population, 
beltore or during the war . "  

--The Depart.ent o t  Enerll (DOE) end the Department o t  Deten.e 
(OOD) are engaged in de.ign, development , and manutacture ot 

nuclear weapon. ,  all intended to cause wanton destruction ot 
citie., towns , and vi llages and other inhumane acts against 
civilian populations . 

II.) Crimea undel' TreattH, Pact., Protocols, Chartn. &. Conventloftl all ot 
which have been duly ratitted by the Senate and s igned into 
.ttect by the Executive! thereby belcoming the Supreme Law ot the 

�, 

Land. legally and morally binding upon the government. all 
corporate entitie., all cit izens &nd upon our.elves under Article 
VI , claus8 2 or the United States Constitution! 

"This Const itution, the Lavs or the United Stat •• which shall be 
made in Pursuance thereot ;  and all Treat ies lIad • •  or which shall 
be made , under the Authority or the United State •• shall be the 
Supreme Law of the Land . "  

A . ) Manufacture of nuclear warheads and lIiBII Ue. all ot which in
volve delivery ot hydrogen bombs which are poisonous and calcu
lated to cause "supartluous injury" and "unnecessary suttering" 
in violation ot Article 23 (a> and (e) ot the Hague Regulation ot 
the IV Hague Convention ot 1907. 

B . )  War preparationa in violation ot the 1928 Treaty Providing 
tor the Renunciation ot War as an Instnunent ot Nat ional POliCl 
(Kellogg-Briand Pact), which condemns recourse to war tor the 
solution ot international controversies; renounce. war a. an in
str\llllent ot national policy; and agrees that the solution 'ot all 
disputes or contlicts should be by pacitic means . 

C . ) Design, development. and prodUction ot nuclear weapons tech
nology tor the delivery ot multiple weapons ot ilia •• indis
criminate ( incapable ot dist !npishing between combatant. and 
non-combatants, between mil itary and non-military targets) 
destruction, in the most extreme sense, in violation ot the 
provisions ot the Geneva Convention ot 1949. 

D . ) Manutacture ot nuclear weapon syste.s which will release 
radioactive tallout, gases ,  end poisons, a crime under the terms 
ot the Geneva Protocol (s igned 1925, ntitted by the U . S .  1975 ) :  

"Whereas the use in war o t  asphyx iating, poisonous o r  other 
gase., and ot all analogous liquids, materials , or devic •• , has 
been justly condemned by the general opinion ot the civilized 
world" the Parties accept this prohibition as "bindinl alike the 
conscience and practice ot nations . "  

--The consequences o t  radioactive tallout are analogous t o  the 
ettects ot prenuclear poisona, and their lethality, toxicity, and 
10ng -teI"IQ ettects are tar greater in magnitude . 

E . )  Manutacture ot nuclear weapons systems which inherently em
body the intent to: 

"employ lI1ethods or means ot wartare which are intended, or may be 
expected to cause widespread , long-terN. and severe damage to the 
natural environment . "  

i n  violation o t  the terms o t  the 1977 Geneva Protocol on 
Human itarian Law Applicable in Armed Contlict. 

r . )  Planning and preparation for acts ot aggression in violation 
ot the tirst princ iple ot the H'urelllberg Charter and in violation 
ot Act 51 ot the United Nations Charter: 
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3. 
1 . )  )faclaar w.aJ>9lls by th.ir nature cannot be used dar.naively 
and conaU tute in and oC tham .. lv •• the preparation and planninlil: 
tor allre •• ion aiainat the territorial integrity at other 
nation • .  
2 . )  Nuclear w.apons radioactive Callout and other Ilobal .rrect. 
necessarily involve act. oC &&" r  •• aion alainst neutral third par
ty nations. 

G . )  Davalopnlant and produetion at entirely new 878t81118 or nuclear 
weapons ,  in violation at the intent and will ot the people ex
pre .. ed in the Treat on the Hon-Proliteration at Huclear Wea 
(signed 1968. ratiUed 1970 : 

"Cont!derinc the devastation tha.t would be visited upon all 
hWIIBDkind by a nuclear war and the consequent need to make every 
ettort to avert the dancer ot auch a war and to take measures to 
satecuard the aecuri ty at peoples .  and 

Declarins: their intention to achieve at the earliest pouible 
date the cessation ot the nuclear anIl. race end to undertake et
tective measure. in the direction at nuclear disl!l.I"lllament. 

Recalling that. in a.ccordance with the Charter at the United 
Nations. States .ust retrain in their international relations 
tram the threat or use ot torce aeains't. the territorial inte,rity 
or political independence at any state. 

Each at the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue necotia
tions in cood taith on ettective measure. relatine to ceuation 
at the nuclear &TIIS race at an early date and to nuclear dislU"!lla· 
.... nt. and on a -treaty on ,eneral and complete disanaament under • trict and ettectiv. international control." 

111. Crimes Alalnst the Law of Humanity: 

"Any State uain&: nuclear and th.rmonuclear .,.apons is to be con
sidered as violating the Charter at the United Nations . aa actina: 
contra.ry to the lawa at hwaanity and .. co_itt ina: a cri.me 
a,ainst hwaankind and civilization . "  

lh1ited Nations Resolution 1653 (1961) 

--The intent to perpetrate 'the.e cri .... with _lice atorethou,ht 
is inherent in 'the pos.ession. continued manutacture. and 
d.veloplent at sy.tems at nuclear and thermonucl.ar weapons. 

OKlaration of InteDt 

WHEREAS the OOE and OOD are anca,ed in criminal activit7 and are 
complicit in Crillea ot State under nationa.l and international law 
as cited above . 

TO WIT. the manuta.cture at nuclear weapons and weapon ·7ste•s,  
all  desillled with intent to  caITY nuclear ovens to  hundred. at  
aite. tor the cremation ot .Ulions and hundred. at millions ot  
innocent victill. ,  

t-, 
AKD BECAUSE this crilllinal act ivit,. at the manufacture ot diaboli� 
cal inatrunaant. ot ID ••• d.struction (which ha.va no known or im
aginable baneUcial or constructive us.) is all carried out be
hind feDe •• and berbed wira, protected by lU"!IIed guard., 

WE WISH TO HAKE KNOWN BY THESE PRESElfTS our specific intent and 
purpos •• to ant.rinl our t •• 'UlIIOI17 at this hearinl. 

)Jamaly, 

1 . )  TO FULFILL OUR OBLIGATION .. individuah ;  that is. to take 
reasonable actiona to seek to prevent the continued cOlDDlission at 
the ator.stated crimes. 

2 . )  TO EXERCISE OUR PUBLIC DUTY to prevent a catutrophe and to 
inteMene OD behalt at the innocent victaa ot the prepared 
holocaust. 

3 . )  TO REFUSE OUR COHSEHT AND DElfY OUR COOPERATION in these 
crimes. 

4 . )  TO WARM all DOE and DOD otUcers. managers. and employees 
that they are subject to criminal liability under the rulinga at 
the Hurelaberc Tribunal: 

.
. Any civilian who is an accessory to a violation ot the laws and 

customs ot war is him/herselt al.o liable as a war criminal . "  
Zyklon B Case 

"International law. as such. bind. every citi:r.en just as Jl,uch as 
does ordinary municipal law. Acts adjud,ed criminal when done by 
an otticer ot the covernment are criminal when done by a private 
individual. " 

The Flick Ca .. 

"Leadera. organizers . insti,ators and accollplices participatinC 
in the tonaulatioD or execution at a cOllllllon plan or conspiracy to 
co_it any (war) crimes are responsible tor all acta pertormed by 
any persons in execution ot such plan. The tact that the 
Detendant acted pUr.uant to order ot his Government or ot a. supe
rior .hall not tree him/her trom r.sponsibility . "  

Nuremberc Principle. 

5 . )  TO QUICKEIf TIlE CONSCIENCE ot all who de.ire peace on Earth , 
especially on the question at the pay1Ient ot war taxes and the 
complicity. aoral CUilt, and per. anal responsibility con.equent 
to tinancial support tor the.e preparation. tor '.nocide . . .  
omnicide . . .  extinction. 

6 . )  TO APPEAL TO THE JUDICARY AKD ALL OFFICERS OF TIlE COURTS to 
entorce the law taithfully. The de.truction at our world is the 
ultimate criae. We wish to be tree at the tyranny at nuclear ter
ror and the anarchy at nuclear lawleun.... We appeal to all 
pro.ecutors and judges to .tudy the law and apply it. 

"International law h part at our law, and must be .. scertained 
and adminhtrated b7 the court. at appropriate jurhdiction. a. 
otten as question. at right depending upon it are duly presented 
tor their determination . "  The Paquete Habena 175 U.S.  671. 700 
(1900) 
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The voice or conscience in eve,y human being of eve,y religion, language, race, na
lion and culture erie. oul again.' the demonic, destructive works of war, 

THEREFORE, FOR OURSEL YES, AND ON BEHALF OF OUR CHILDREN AND 
ALL CHILDREN OF THE HUMAN FAMILY, WE SAY. 

NOT IN OUR NAME 

SINCERELY. 
�-(b behalf ot the PEOPLE, 

�oc.k-�- ��o."lon 
CARTA REAI..E 

P.O.  Box 8561 ISU 
Pocatello, Ida. 8)209 
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THERESA M .  KAUFMANN , R . N .  
945 WEST LEW I S  

POCATELLO , IDAHO 83204 

M r .  C l ay N i cho l s  
Department of Energy 
Idaho F a l l s ,  1 0  83401 

Re ; S . I . S ,  Project 

Dear M r . N i cho l s :  

March 30 , 1 988 

Pi- '7,/1 

I am w r i t i ng in response to the request for l oc a l  c i t i zen 
i np u t  on the proposed S . I . S .  proj e c t .  P l ease accept th i s  l etter 
as a formal e x p re s s i on of my oppos i t i on to the project and my 
op i n i on that the " no acti on a l te r n at i ve "  i s  appro p r i ate a t  th i s  
t i me .  

A s  a nu rse pract i t i on e r  and l oc a l  r e s i dent , 1 am concerned 
that the short-term and l ong-term hea l th and env i ronmental 
effects have not been s u ff i c i en t l y  exp l o red at th i s  t i me to 
warrant start-up of t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  proj e c t .  A thorough ana l y s i s  o f  
the h e a l t h  r i sks t o  popu l at i on centers adjacent t o  t h e  p roposed 
p r o J e c t  and employees of the project shou l d  be undertaken by 
i ndependent researchers before f i na l  approval of such a project 
i s  g i ven . 

Thank you for th i s  opportun i ty to exp ress my v i ews . 

V e r y  t ru l y  you r s ,  

� /{{ K� 
Theresa M .  Kaufmann , R . N .  

TMK/am 

1 . 1 

2 . 1 . 1  
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ex 71:;, 
FREDERICK F. BELZER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

TELEPHONE 
1208) 2:-}2·2415 

945 WEST LEWIS STREET 
POCATELLO. IDAHO 83204 

1 . 1  
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M r . C l ay N i chol s  
Department o f  Energy 
Idaho Fal l s ,  1 0  83401 

March 30 , 1 988 

Re : Proposed 5 . 1 . 5 .  at I . N . E . L .  

Dear M r .  N i cho l s :  

am w r i t i n g  i n  response t o  the Department o f  Energy ' s  

request for l ocal c i t i zen i nput on the proposed 5 . 1 . 5 .  project at 

the I . N . E . L .  

I urge you to consider the " no act i on a l ternat i ve "  o n  th i s  
p r o j ec t .  

I t  i s  c l ear that the short and l ong-term env i ronmental 
effects , potent i a l l y  econom i c benef i t  to th i s  reg i on ,  and the 
enhancement of our nat i onal secu r i ty have not been suf f i c i ent l y  
e x p l ored a t  th i s  po i nt .  The negat i ve consequences o f  a hasty 
start-up o f  th i s  project and l ater abandonment are obv i ou s .  

Very t ru l y  you r s ,  ?�� 
Frede r i c k  F .  Be l ze r  

FFB/am 
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Clay Nichola, SIS ProJect. Ran agar 
U . S .  DOE. Idaho Operat.ion. Office 
785 DOE Placa 

Idaho Fall_, Idaho 83402 

Dear Mr. Nichola; 

e-" 713 
March 30, 1988 

R�!!it §!.� tQ� 
e�QQ2�!'� §!§ e�Ql!:£t 

Plea •• c:onaidar t.he following co ••• nt.. on the propo •• d Spac i a l  
I.atop. Saparat.ion ProJect.. 

II great. d •• l of work h a a  obvioualy gona int.o praparllltl.on of t.he 
draft. E I S ,  but. I don " t.  baliev. t.hl!llt i t  IIIddr ••••• the i.portant. 
qu_t,iona n •• dad for II. rat.ional daciaion. It. do •• not. •• k. a 
conv incing ca •• t.hl!llt. t.he SIS i a  n •• dad at. INEL or anywhere al ••• 

1. Incraa •• d a i l i t.ary pr ••• nea at. t.he INEL.. 

Conat.ruct.lon of t.he SIS facilit.y h.r. ",auld r.pr •• ant a significant 

.tap in furt.har aaking t.ha INEL into a a i l itary lab, involving tha 

IMEL in nuclear ",.apons eatar i a l  product.ion. But. hist.orical l y ,  t.h. 

a.Jor a.pha.i. at. t.ha I N E L  haa b.an on r.s.arching t.h. p.ac.ful 

u ... of nuclaar .n.rgy . Aa one ",ho ha. ",ork.d at. t.ha INEL for 25 

7aars, I find t.hi. chang. obJact.ionab l a .  

T o  a gan.ral publiC alr.ady eoa.",h.t f • •  rful o f  coa.ar c i a l  nucl.ar 

r •• ct.or., t.h. cont.inuing a i l i tarizat.ion of the INEL ",auld furt.h.r 

blur t.h. di.t.inction b.t.",a.n c i v i l i . n  and a i l itary us •• of nucl.ar 

.n.rgy . 

Unfort.unat..l y ,  und.r t.h. Raag.n Adeini.t.rat.ion, our O.part •• nt. of 

Enargy has it •• lf b •• n a i l itariz.d. In 198 1 ,  38_ of �OE ' s  budg.t. 

"' •• for a i l it.ary progra •• ; no", it. i. ('0". "' h i l .  c i v i l i a n  .n.rgy 

progr •• s have shrunk froa 57" t.o 35" ("Tha 00&: the P.ntagon ' .  

Adopt..d Lit.t.l. Brot.har'·, U . S .  N.",. " World R.port., 9/29/8(, ) . 

2. Naad for tha SIS i. not d •• on.trst.d . 

Th. dr.ft. EIS •• Y. on pa';)a 1 - 1  t.hat. t.h. n •• d for t.h. SIS i. b ••• d 
upon t.h. Nucl.ar W.apon. St.ockpil. M •• orandua (NWS" ) ,  a •• ao 
pr.par.d annu a l l y  by t.h. S.cr.t.ary of Enargy and t.h. S.cr.t.ary of 
O.f.ne. and s.nt. to t.h. Pr.sid.nt, ",ho approv •• it. and eands it. t.o 
Congr ••• for funding. Th. EIS furt.har .aye t.hat "Th. n •• d for 
sat..r i.l. id.ntifi.d pur.uant t.o the NWS" involv •• v.rioue aep.ct.. 
of nat.ional •• curit.y .nd poliCy and i. b.yond tha ecop. of t. h i .  
Environ •• n t. a l  I.pact. S t. a t.  • • •  nt. ( E IS ) , Th. NWS" i .  cl.esifi.d 
(S.cr.t/Reat.rict..d Oat.a ) . ·' 

But. this n •• d ie not "b.yond tha ecop.··; i t ' s  at. t.h. very h •• rt. 
of tha isaue, J;!R "'. n •• d t.h. incr.a •• d ",a.pona-grada plutoniu. 
product.ion c.p.c it.y? 

Tha EIS •• ye t.hat. ", •• pon. grada plut.onius csn s t. i l l  b. produced 
by blanding .nd by racycling plut.oniua fro. ob.ol.ta nucl •• r 
,.,arh.ad. (pp . - 1 1 ,  2�70. 4-58) . but. that. the SIS ",auld provide aort! 
:fl.xibilit.y and for aor. rspid incr •••• in out.put. if d •• ir.d. 

4 . 1 5 . 5  
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I t.  appear. t.hat. t.he S I S  do •• not rapr ••• nl aD "uch • nat.ional n •• d aa it. do •• III part. o£ t.h. Pent.agon ""'iah l i . t.  .. . 

The argu •• nt. 1. aa •• t.i ••• •• d., "a in thl. ca •• , t.hat. t.h. SlOvarnll.nt. hllla already decided to laka aD •• action, and t.hat. one ahould not. qua.t.ion t.hat. daCiaon . But. t h i a  alt.itud. 1. unwort.hy o£ any adult. who car •• anou9h about hta country to try and aaka h i .  govern •• n t.  work bat.t.ar. I t.  1 • •  v • •  t i g a  o £  t h e  quaint not.ion that "The king Cllln do no wrong " .  

The :fact. i .  t.hat Cong ..... i .  a l i l l  :fond o £  t.h. pork barra l .  Congr ••• o:ft..n !iiQ • •  :fund proJect.. propoa.d b y  the Executiva Brench, avan poor on... And Juat. con_idar what the Executiva 1 _  propoalng in lhi. ca •• : W. have 2 larg_ :faderal agape1 •• , which lypiclII l l y  • e . k  t. o  • •  xi.ix. t.heir budg.t... Bot.h a r .  largely occupi.d with w.apon. develop.ent .nd production. They currently edvi.a a Pra.idant. "'ho lova. naw wa.pon • •  y.t. ••• and t.achnolog i a . .  Tha Pra.idant. con:far. wit.h t.h. National S.curity Counci l .  who i .  big on bot.h ",aapon. and .eer.t. operat.ion.. And t.o top a l l  thi. o:f:f, the NWS" o:f th. DOD and DOE. upon which th. clai •• d ne.d :for the SIS i. b •• ad .. i. c l  ••• i:fi.d •• • acrat. r And w. ar • •  Xpact.ad to accept thi. cl.i. ",it. hout qua.tion? So •• ona h.a to ba kidding . 

Tha S I S  would probably b. aora likaly t.o accaler.te tha er •• raca th.n to pro.ot. peaca .:f:fort... I:f th.r. i • •  uch a thing a. nucl.ar datarr.nc • •  "'a al raady haya it. Th.r. i .  con.id.rabl. public •• nti •• nt in tha U . S .  now :for a :fr.ez. on th. conatruction and t •• ting o:f nuel.ar w.apon.. But building the propo •• d SIS ProJect, at INEL or anywh.r • •  1 .... would co •• i t.  u. t.o th. continued ganerat.ion o:f nuclaar "'aapona :for a.varal y.ara. 

3. Would DOE at.t.aapt. t.o proc:e •• • p.nt. co ••• rcial :fu.l? 
Eat.illlat.a. hava ba.n lIIada t.hat. DOE' • •  upply o:f :fu.l-grad. plutoniulII :for input. t.o t.h. SIS would ba u •• d up in 7 or 8 y.ar.. What. would happan t.h.n? I :f.ar t.hat. DOE would lobby Can gr ••• to chang. t.h. currant. law which prohibit.. t.h. 1.1 •• o:f .p.nt. CO ••• rcial :fuel :for nucl.ar waapon product.ion . 

For nearly " d.cad •• , t.here hili. b.en III deli b.rat. and wi.a •• paration o:f c i v i l i a n  and a i l it..ry nucl.ar progra... I :f  t.h. U . S .  "'.r. t.o t.urn it.. c o  ••• rcial nucl.ar pow.r pl.nt.. int.o w.apon. :fact.orie • •  :fol low.d i n  . u i t.  by aore nat.ion., lhi. would cre.t. an .v.n aor. un.t.able "'orld .ituat.ion. Thi. un:fort.unat.a act.ion "'auld al.o d.cr •••• the public acc.pt.anc. o:f nucl.ar powar . 

In .U.aa r y .  t.ha dra:ft. EIS do •• not. .ho", a n •• d :for t.h. S I S ,  and inde.d t.he SIS would probably ba counter-product.iv., not. conducive. t.o p •• ca a:f:fort... Tha No Action Altarnativ. 1 .  the b • •  t .  and I urga DOE t.o .al.ct. t.hat. al t.arnat.iY • .  
Sinc.raly, �� 1568 Cola St . 

Idaho Fa l l  •• I d .  83402 

J.a '"ry )) Say /0 9 So>, /-:/5I,e,.-
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eX" 71</ i 8 /a ell FOOl k/<l�O 
g3��/ ./o)M - - 0. - 7J,;,..d G"'If -e  .. ,,17oN /dc.),c,Q,y a Iyd p ro«d # //ve l/v '14;::s .b CC<l." lif'4.1 STore . /�e alwa'ls !�J oyed O '< r  /'10UNldINS, r / v e,-s Cl",d Lan-es • Be ca u s e  of' ft� /Dve c, f' NaTu re ';;:e h e e.N >", --!e"' <:,skc/ /111' c!;f'Per>eNI e NV/rO/l h eJli-a l /SSu-es i/'¥ 0 " ,... c ou'>;Ir'y? 

I ,7';f/s /s 1117 .r:,I"' s"lf1orfi/'J 4e s, I: s;. i p roj""cT at;7,,,, J:M EL, 5;k . J -i'.,.c/ 7'Ae AI /' r eacr.r- aT I/a,y f'o  ... d wc,,,;j Need "- v e �y exie"' S/ve , o l/er J,a ./ aNd lA/grade/N.j _ To e ve .. ,b e  e � V/r(jM�/l �Sa .f'e a -Pler- 7h1i-f y e<t rs o f  Oj7" V''''�N. 7h e  S z:s, w;11 e/{ a b/e u. s 7ie Te c. J-. N(j /oc!J1 kl c/e",y /AP /)' 0, £, O W/{r::d f>/u.16N'�H H,o r-e sa Fely) sec«,.. e!y 'aNd ec oNbH /C4 1/y -i,1;"N w e  do /Yo W-; 131 helNd able To c.�eaN_ tp 7JejJ /« 'o)U'''''' w e  :0.. // ready h a ve we WON t ha ve 10 p ro)"ce 11 0 re 'p ICI/OH;U H) (/",ci w e  la// lrt!'oW' #aT ;?Ie less plllfoAlI(,H I we have I'", a ,- ",  :3 rock f','l.es /-1 e be//'er o .j'f? .for ;T;fe elf vircot!' HeN/. ;7 e S,J, s, reel})!" 1"'';;1 o .ft- ecychs Nt< de<>. ,- f'<{e/5 will C. 0lf ser- ve O " r  Na.1itr«( I- e so u rc e_Sj I- e dlA ce ;?; e oc<7p"r c> .p  ..vue lea ... . Wo. sfe) (1){ci wi/I /'-1Q/Je '< s  _ /:s,d?e{{d-e-'Jr o p  F6re{J"-' 50 I--ce S of (A rGN,'U!1 . h f'acr; /T 11 "'y_ Mo.ke /r UNN e c e Ssa ry 10 _ /1 /l( e  addr'1;'oN,,J L< ro. N /kM IN_ 7J,/s C- 6C(f{t-y) wA,'eh . w� r..Ij her Ires � r v e  0 4  r e ca/'?}r. 
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-the S, J s,  -P_a c///ry w,,,IJ a. lsD b e a.ble l6. 
JJ-ccoMr{/sh /Is _ pc< rpose I� 0. sa fer (t NJ .e. h e'1'�r
,wo.y /h aN a !- -ecLcfor wo ,,)J Sfllce 1t/ e  pv".cess. 
:do -es N't iN volve /il iA  c.leo. r r ede r/ON. 

/a� how eveor No/ �r a. // /AI PiA. vor o f  
N k el eQr  'w e �poNs aN,I ;1, e  lh o"o J.r o; a N u c/e�r
fO/O Co. u. sl /e V"r;ft' es  M e  • ./ T_ SeeMs lho"a h 
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M r .  C h a i rm a n .  L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l em a n ,  
E"hl6/t 'Nt! 

My n am e  i s  D o n  W a t t e r s  a n d  1 am a r e s i d e n t  of S h e l l e y ,  I d a h o  

w h e r e  I l i v e  w i t h  my w i f e a n d  t w o  s m a l l c h i l d r e n .  m a k e  my 

l i v e l i h o o d  a s  a s k i l l e d c r a f t s m a n  i n  t h e  t r a d e s  a s  a c o n s t r u c t i o n 

e l e c t r i c i a n .  I ' v e w o r k ed o n  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  

E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  a s  w e l l  a s  v a r i o u s  j o b s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  I d a h o  f r o m  R e x b u r g  t o  Tw i n  f a l l s .  I w i s h  t o  p r e s e n t  

my t e s t i mo n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o t o p e  

S e p a r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I d a h o  N a t i o n a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  

f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  j o b s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  

o f f e r ,  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  I b e l  i e v e  w i  1 1  s p i n  o f f  t h u s .  c re a t i n g 

m o r e  j o b s  a n d  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  

i s s u e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  

I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  s um m a r y  o f  a 

s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  by I d a h o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  E c o n o m i c D e p a r tm e n t  

a n d  I w i l l  u s e  m u c h  o f  t h i s  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  h a s  

b e e n  s h o w n  t h a t  f o r  o v e r  3 5  y e a r s  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  

I d a h o  a n d  a c t i v i t y a t  t h e  I N E L  h a v e  b e e n  i n te r tw i n e d .  D i r e c t  

w a g e s  a n d  s a l a r i e s  o f  emp l o y e e s  w o r k i n g o n  t h e  I N E L  s i te a r e  

e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  b u t  b e y o n d  t h a t  l e v e l  w e  h a v e  t h e  c o n s u m e r  

g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  i n d i r e c t  e f f e c t  t h a t  

c o m e  f r o m  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  l e v e l  o f  s u c h  a m a j o r  r e g i o n a l  e m p l o y e r , 

T h e  s t u d y  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  i m p a c t s  of t h e  I N E L  a r e  s t a t ew i d e .  

B y  s t u d y i n g  I N E L  i m p a c t s  o n  S t a t e  a n d  L o c a l  t a x e s ,  i t  w a s  n o t e d  

t h a t  I N E L  e m p l oy e e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  i n  

e x c e s s  o f  t h e i r r e l a t i v e n u m b e r s  d u e  ; n  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  h i g h e r  i n c om e  b r a c k e t s  f o u n d  w i t h  j o b s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
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t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e n a .  T h e  b e n e f i t s  

a re s h a r e d  s t a t e w i d e .  A d d i t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e  h e a l t h y  

g r ow t h  o f  t h e  s i t e h a v e  c ome a b o u t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

c i r c l e s .  P o s t s e c o n d a ry e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro g r a m s  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i ty 

o f  I d a h o  a n d  I d a h o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y h e l d  i n  I d a h o  F a l l s  a re m a d e  

p o s s i b l e  b y  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c o n t r a c t o r ,  E G &G I d a h o .  

a n d  t h e s e  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  a re o p e n  t o  a l l  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

n o t  j u s t  I N E L  e m p l oye e s .  L a s t l y  t h e  s t u d y  b y  t h e  I S U e c o n om i c s  

g r o u p  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  s i n c e  I N E L  e m p l o y e e s  t e n d  t o  b e  i n  h i g h e r  

i n c o m e  b r a c k e t s  a n d  h a v e  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n .  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  e s p e c i a l l y  

s u p p o r t i v e  o f  s t r o n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s  a n d  a b ro a d  r a n g e  o f  

c u l t u r a l  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s s u c h  a s  t h e  I d a h o  F a l l s  

S y m p h o n y ,  I d a h o  F a l l s  C u l t u r a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  a re a s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g s k i  r e s o r t s ,  f o r  e x am p l e .  T h i s  h a s  a n  i m p a c t  o n  

I d a h o  F a l l s  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g c om m u n i t i e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  m a k i n g  

t h em c o n g e n i a l  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  p l a c e s  t o  l i v e .  

T h �  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  I N E L  S i t e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  s a f e t y ,  

p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d  a r e a  s u p p o r t  a l l  l e nd a h a n d  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  S I S  

p r o j e c t  a n d  I h o p e  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  s h ow n  t o  f a r  o u t w e i g h  

t h e  " s o- c a l l e d "  r i s k  f a c t o r  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  s o  h a n d i l y  p r o p o g a t ed 

by a n  o u t s i d e g r o u p . I n  l o o k i n g  at w h a t  i s  g o i n g  on I am 

r em i n de d  of t h e  s p a c e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w a s  r e p u t e d  to be c o s t  

p r o h i b i t i v e o r  b i o l og i c a l l y  u n s a f e  y e t  w e  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m a n y  a r t i c l e s  o f  e v e r y d a y  u s e t h a t  w e  t a k e f o r  

g r a n t e d  s u c h  a s  d i g i t a l  w a t c h e s .  t h e  h o m e  c o m p u t e r  o r  s a t e l l i t e  

d i s h  f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  i m p r o v e d  c o mmu n i c a t i o n s .  I h o p e  t o  

s e e  a d d i t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g y  d e v e l o p f r o m  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a s  w e l l a s  a 

c o n t i n u a t i o n o f  f a c i l i t y u s e  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  i n i t i a l  p r O j e c t i o n a s  

h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e  s i t e ' s  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  

I n  l o o k i n g a t  t h e  I N E L  S i t e w e  f i n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  u s ed 

a s  a p l a c e  to t e s t  t h e  N a v y ' s  b i g  g u n  b a r re l s a n d  t h e n  l a t e r  i t  

d i v e r s i f i e d i n t o  a m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p em e n t  f a c i l i ty t h a t  

h a s  g o n e  f a r  b e y o n d  i t s o r i g i n a l  s c o p e  a s  a d e f e n s e  r e l a t ed 

s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t y .  I h a v e  s t u d i e d m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t i n g t h e  

l o c a t i o n  a n d  b U i l d i n g o f  t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I N E L  a n d  i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  o t h e r  d e f e n s e  s u p p o r t  

f a c i l i t i e s  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  e x i s t s  f o r  s u c h  a p r o j e c t  t o  

r e p l a c e  a g i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  I d o  n o t  a d h e re t o  t h e  

p o l i c y  t h a t  w e  c a n  l e t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p r o d u c t i o n e f fo r t  

s h u t  d o w n  a n d  t h a t  o u r  g l o b a l  a d v e r s a r i e s  w o u l d  d o  t h e  s a m e  i n  

t h e  n am e  o f  h u m a n i t y .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e s t  o f f e n s e  h a s  a l w a y s  

b e e n  a g o o d  d e f e n s e  a n d  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a 

f r e e  s o c i e t y  a n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  w a y  as we h a v e  c o m e  t o  

k n ow i t  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  w e  h a v e a b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  wor l d  p o w e r s  o r  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e  h e l d  b y  o n e  w i l l  s u r e l y  b e  u t i l i z e d  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r  

a s  h i s t o r y  h a s  s h o w n  u s  s o  m a n y  t i m e s .  

T h e r e  a r e  a r g u m e n t s  b e i n g  p ro p o g a t e d  b y  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  

o p po s i t i o n r a n g i n g  f r om t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  t h i s  s i t e b e i n g  t r a n s p o s e d  

t o  a " d e f e n s e  s i t e " , w h i c h  w a s  i t ' s  b e g i n n i n g ,  t o  t r y i n g t o  

g e n e r a t e  m a s s  h y s t e r i a  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c omm u n i t y  o v e r  a 

" po s s i b i l i t y " o f  m a r k e t  d a m a g e  f rom n u c l e a r  a c c i d e n t s .  W e  

s h o u l d  p o� n t  o u t  t h a t  t h i s f a c i l i t y d o e s  n o t  i n v o l v e  a n u c l e a r  

r e a c t i o n  i n  i t ' s  p ro c e s s  a n d  w i l l  b e  u s ed t o  c l e a n  u p  a n d  u t i l i z e  
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m a t e r i a l  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  s t o c k p i l e d as w e l l  as t h e  e � c e l l a n t  

r e c o rd o f  s a f e t y  t h i s  s i t e h a s  e n j o y e d  a n d  i n te n d s  t o  ma i n t a i n  b y  

i t s c o mm i t m e n t  t o  e � c e l l a n c e .  I l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a s  

w e l l a s  t h e  s i te ' s  c o n t i n u e d  d i v e r s i f i e d d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o w e r  

g e n e r a t i o n .  f o o d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  r e s e a r c h .  e l e c t r i c c a r .  s a f e t y  

r e s e a r c h .  me d i c a l  d e v e l o p me n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  B o r o n  

N e u t r o n  C a p t u r e  t h e r a p y  f o r  c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  p r o j e c t  

t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  w o r k f o r c e  a n d  n a t i o n  s o  b a d l y  n e e d .  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  p r e s e n t  s o m e  o f  m y  i n p u t  a n d  a s k  

t h a t  m o r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  b e  d i r e c t l y  

i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  . t h a n  o u t s i d e  " s p e c i a l  o b s t r u c t i o n i s t  

f a c t i o n s " . T h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  w o r k e d  t h e  a r e a ' s  o f  

t h i s  s i t e  m o r e  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r u e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s a f e t y  

t h a t  i s  p r a c t i c e d  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  w i s h  t o  h i n d e r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  

T H A N K  Y O U  

D�a_ 2D7 WBT!¥tIL 
iAeUfj7$:J 2327.t 
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HELLO, MY NAME I S  LAURIE tVATTERS, I ' M  A NATIVE IDAHOAN , 

I RESIDE IN SHELLEY WITH MY SPOUSE AND OUR TWO CHILDREN. 

WE - THE ENTIRE FAMILY - PARTICI PATED IN THE YES ! YES ! 

S. I .  S .  MOTORCADE/PARADE ON SATURDAY , MARCH 19TH IN IDAHO 

FALLS . AND YOU KNOW? ! WE WERE NOT ALONE ! !  HUNDREDS OF 

VEHICLES WERE THERE - P I CKUPS , TRUCKS ,  CONSTRUCTION EQUIP-

KENT, CARS , BUSINESS VANS , TANKERS , SEMIS AND FARM 

EQUIPMENT WITH BANNERS , POSTERS AND FLAGS SUPPORTING 

THE S . L S .  PROJEC T .  MY HEART SWELLED WITH PRIDE WHEN I 

PULLED INTO THE YELLOWSTONE PARKING LOT WHERE THOSE WHO 

WANTED TO PARTICIPATE ASSEMBLED ,  TO SEE SO MANY FOLKS TAKE 

A STAND TO SUPPORT THE I . N . E . L .  - IDAHOANS TEND TO TAKE FOR 

GRANTED THE I . N . E . L . , THAT IT WILL ALWAYS BE THERE. MANY 

ARE SHOCKED TO FIND OUT THAT THE LAST MAJOR PROJECT WAS 

COMPLETED ALMOST FIVE YEARS AGO . THE I . N . E . L .  P LAYS AN 

IMPORTANT ROLE IN OUR ECONOMY AND THE FUTURE OF THE I . N . E . L .  

I S  OUR FUTURE . INDIVIDUALS , I DA:lOANS FROM B INGHAM COUNTY , 

BONNEVILLE COUNTY , JEFFERSON , MADISON, BUTTE AND AS FAR 

AWAY AS BANNOCK COUNTY PARTICIPATED IN THE TWO HOUR MOTORCADE/ 

PARADE. NOT EVERYONE THERE WERE IN SUPPORT OF THE S . I . S . 

FOR I DAHO, BUT THEN AGAIN THEY WERE FROM OUT OF STATE - THESE 

KIDS HELD A BANNER THAT SAID - " I DAHO , ARE YOU MAD?" NOW 

THAT GOT ME THINKING, IF WANTING JOBS IS MAD ! THE S . I . S .  

PROJECT WILL EMPLOY 4 0 0  PEOPLE DURING ITS CONSTRUCTION AND 

ANOTHER 750 PEOPLE WILL BE EMPLOYED AT THE FACILITY WHEN 

COMPLETED. I F  WANTING TO EXPAND OUR TAX BASE TO BETTER OUR 

EDUCATION SYSTEM IS MAD ! WITH MORE JOBS , IT WILL EXPAND 

1 . 1  
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I DAHO ' S  TAX BASE PROVIDING NEEDED DOLLARS FOR OUR EDUCATION 

SYSTEM. AND I DAHO ' S EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS CAN REAP IN SOME 

OF THE BENEFITS OF $ 1 00 MILLION IN HIGH TECHNOLOGY CONTRACTS 

WHICH WILL STEM FROM THE S . I . S .  PROJECT . IF WANTING STATE 

OF THE ART TECHNOLOGY FOR THE I . N . E . L .  AND I DAHO IS MAD ! THE 

S . L S .  WILL BRING TO THE L N . E . L .  THE LATEST IN LASER TECH-

NOLOGY. THERE ARE UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES FOR COMMERCIAL 

APPLI CATIONS OF THIS TECHNOLOGY . DEVELOPING HIGH TECHNOLOGY 

PROMISES TO BRING IN NEW SPIN-OFF BUSINESSES , ECONOMY EXPANSION 

AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES . AND IF WANTING TO HELP IN THE 

DEFENSE OF OUR NATION IS MAD ! THEN I T ' S  SAFE TO SAY THAT I DAHO 

IS MAD - MAD ABOUT THEIR PEOPLE - MAD ABOUT THEIR KIDS _ MAD 

ABOUT TECHNOLOGY AND THE I . N . E . L . - AND MAD ABOUT DEFENDING 

OUR GREAT COUNTRY . COURAGE IS FEAR THAT IS PREPARED !  . •  

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND CLAY NICHOLS 

FOR SCHEDULING PUBLIC HEARINGS HERE IN I DAHO FALLS WHERE THE 

IMPACT OF THE S . I . S .  PROJECT WILL BE FELT MOSTLY. WE SHOWED OUR 

SUPPORT FOR THE S . I . S .  THAT DAY OF THE MOTORCADE/PARADE, THESE 

PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL ALSO S UOIi THAT I DAHOANS WANT AND SUPPORT 

THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF THE S . I . S . , AND OTHERS FROM 

OUT OF S TATE DO NOT . . . . .  I BELIEVE IDAHO SHOULD DECIDE WHAT I S  

BEST FOR IDAHO AND ENCOURAGE THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY T O  BUILD 

THE SPECIAL I S OTOPE SEPERATOR AT THE I DAHO NATIONAL ENGINEERING 

LABORATORY . 

THANK YOU ! !  � 
�Ii�----
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March 30. 1 988 

TO : Mr . Clay Nichols SIS Project Manager 

E� /'tbFf 75'0 

My name is Ron Sessions, and I reside at 1975 Bittern Drive, Ammon , Idaho. 

..... as born and raised in South East Idaho, and have lived here all my life.  

have worked at the INEL for 23 years.  The INEL and its projects are a v i tal 

necessity to the economy o f  Idaho . The Nuclear industry is the safest industry 

in the United States, and statistics w i l l  bear this out . 

Our defense in the Uni ted States is extremely important . The phil osophy of "If 

we get rid of our bombs, they ..... ill get rid of theirs . " ,  has never happened in 

history. Most of the world understands force, and this defense i s  ..... hat has 

kept us out of ..... a r .  

The last 4 0  years i s  the longest time i n  recorded history , that there hasn ' t  been 

a global war .  It is ber:ause of the weapons that are in exislance . We must be 

able to show RUssia that we are capable o f  taking care of ourselves. 

The SIS project i s  being considered in Idaho because of our facilities,  manpowe r ,  

excellent record . a n d  expertise. W e  should definitly take advantage of the 

opportunity to do our very best to help our defense to succeed , and to keep our 

people ..... orking. 

The people who oppose buildi ng the SIS i n  Idaho, o r  anywhere else , to me , do not 

have the best interests o f  our great country i n  mind. They also do not under-

stand what letting our guard down could do to the Unitprj States and all free 

countries. 

The people ..... ho oppose building the SIS in Idaho need to explain more to me , the 

valid reasons, as none of them seem to make any sense. Scare tactics do not 

convince those o f  us ..... ho work i n  the Nuclear business; at least we kno ..... what we 

are talking about . I say build SIS in Idaho and keep our economy health y .  

Thank You. 
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tT Ch a i rman , L�d i e s.  and Gen't t1. 1 man . 6 4t'br f  '1S/ 
I want t o  g iv e  my t e s t i mo n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e  

S p e c  i a. l  I s o t o p e  Sep.l.rt1.t i o n  P r o j e c t . 

My n,arne is Ph i l i p O<iK e s .  J ' il.m t1. e l ec t r ican and 

me mb e r  o f  t h e  I . B . E . W .  LU . 449 . s e r v Q d  my i.p p r e n 1:  l e a s h  i p  

i n  197� and c o mp l e t e d  i t  i n  1979 . s. e r v e d  two yet1.rS i n  

the Un i t e d  Sti.t e s  Army f r o m  1968 1; 0  1970. I .s. p e n t  e ig h t e e n  

mo n t h s  o v e r s e as . 

am p r o u d  of th is c o u n t r y  and b e l  i e v a  we n e e d  t h e  

S p e c  i a l  I s o t o p e  Separi.t ion Pro j e c t  f o r  t h e  SECUR I TY  o f  

t h  i s  c o un t r y . d o n ' t  1 i K e:  n u c l ea.r b o mb s  any b e t t er t h t1.n 

any o n e  e l s e .  But u n t i l  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  g e t s  r i d of n u c l e a r  

w e ap o n s  t h e  U n  i t e d  States Of Amerc ia has no cho i c e  b u t  t o  

bu i l d  t h e  S . I . S .  I t h i n K  t h e  S . I . S .  w i l l  h e l p  K e ep t h e  PEACE 

a.nd SECUR JTY of th is g r e at na.t i o n  t h a.t we 1 i v e  i n .  

have w o r K e d  o n  <ind o f f  <i t  t h e  Idaho Na t  i o n � l  

Eng i n e e r  1 n 9  Lab o ra t o r y  s i n c a  197�. Worl( i n g  i n  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  

d i f fe r e n t  s it e s.  <it t h e  I . N . E . L .  have found t h e  

s a f e t y  s t andards t h e y  h a v e  s e t  for t h e  w o r l( e r S  <i r e  v e r y  

h i gh . 

The s e cur i t y  is <i l s o v e r y  h ig h  �t t h e  I . N . E . L .  <ind 

b e l i e v e  they can me e t  any c ha l l e n g e s  that t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  
proj e c t  m i g h t  h av e .  

Wo r l( i n g  w i t h  o t her c o n s t r u c t ion c r a f t s  a t  t h e  I . N . E . L .  

be 1 i e v e  w e  can meet t h e  c h a l l en g e s  t h at th i �  

p r o j e c t  w i l l  b r i n g  dur i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p h u.e . As ,i n  

e l (t c t r i c i<in we <ire ,i l w ,l. y �  t ,l. l( i n g  c l i.s.�as o n  <idv .l. n c e d  

t e c h n o l o gy <is i t  C O rM S  i n t o  o u r  t r <ide . 

LoIl e r a  t h e  S. 1 . 5 .  p r o j e c t  is. go 1 n g  to t .. l(a D . D . E .  

o w n e d  p l ut o n i u m  <ind r e f i n e  i t  t o  w e <i p o n �  g r i.d e  p l u t o n i u m ,  

I f e e l  that i t  w i l l  h<ive v e r y  1 i t t l e  w a � t .  f r o m  t h is 

p r o c e s s , w h i c h  me<ins l e� s  s t o r .l.ge s. p ,ic e  t h an if t h e y  

w e r e  g o i n g  t o  bu i l d  a New Produ c t i o n  Re<i.ctor . 

The S . L S .  p r o j e c t  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  e c o nomy of Idtl.ho . 

b e l  i e v e  t h a t  I d a h o  can me e t  a l l  the c h a l l en g e s.  t h <i t  t h i s.  

p r o j e c t  w i l l  b r i n g  t o  t h e  c U ys i n  i t ' s  near by .I.r e tl. ' s .  

I t h i n K  t h e  5 . 1 . 5 .  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  b e n @ f i c i i. l  t o  t h e  s t <i t e  

of Idaho , t h e  s e t u r  i t  10' a n d  n at i o n <i l  d 8' f e n s. e  o f  t h  i s  g r e .l.t 

n a t  ion we 1 ive in <ind so IN.ny of us. t <il( e  f o r  g r a.n t . d . 

am p r o u d  to be <i c i t i: z e n  of th 11. c o u nt r y . L e t s.  g8't o f f  o u r  

DUFFS and h e l p  I( e e p  t h e  p e ,ic . ..  n d  s..cu r t t y  ... tilK. 

f o r  g r a n t e d . WIt n 8' e d  t h .  S .  1 . 5 ,  p r o j e c t  f o r  the s t .l.t .  o f  

Idaho , b u t  mo r 8'  i n p o r t <i n t  f o r  t h e  U n  i t . d  St<it e s  o f  A me r c  1 i.  

t h <i n l(  y o u . 

c£!# dCJ� 
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Steven J .  Walters 
409 E. Alice 
Blackfoot . Idaho 81221 
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SIS TESTIMONY E;k,-fd rrs:) 
25 March 1988 

My testimony i s  in favor o f  building the SIS project, at INEL. 

was born and raised in south eastern Idaho , I �resently work 

for I'!/K Ferguson of Idaho at the INEL. was only three years 

old when the first light was �roduced by atomic energy on our 

deser� my father �orked on that pro j e c t .  In the last seventeen 

yeara I have had the opportunity to work on nearly every facility 

at the INEL during construction or u pgrading. I have also worked 

at Hanford , and other pro j e ct s  along with many craftsman from 

around the country • can personally attest that if the �IS is 

built in Idaho that it will be built bett er . and for less cost 

than anywhere e l s e .  

The clouds o f  controversy surround ing t h i s  pro ject h a s  definitely 

left a lot of southeastern Idahos inhabitants confused . out for CflY 

self I do have some college credits in economi as ,  and the economic 

side of this pro j e ct i s  d e finitely not oonfusing •. Tough economic 

times are being shared by Idahos mining industry, forest industry" 

agri cultural industry, and believe me southeastern Idaho construction 

workers aren ' t  lying in no bed of roses. I find it extremely ironic 

that N evada will be reaping the benefits of the coal fired power 

plants tha� are being built ther.. instead. of Idaho, while Idaho 

rate payers will pay the bills and breath thier air • .  

S o  lets forget about the emotional i ssue for a minute here. and 

bring 1n Borne commen sen •• and logi c . Lets S8�8rate the facts from 

fi cti on. 

Fact. These hearings aren ' t  to decide whether or not this pro ject 

will be bui lt. These hearings are to decide whether this 

pro ject will be built in Idaho or not . 

Fact . Tne pro ject will require 440 construction workers to build 

it , not 440 nuclear engineers, and there 1 s  mot. than enough 

out of work local craftsman to f11l these jobs •. 
Fact . Studies done by Idaho State University indicate that the 750 

2 . 8 . 2  

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 3 

permanent jobs at the SIS facility will generate and additional 5 .  2 7  . 1 . 4 
1 , 050 supportive job. in the community. Whether they are 

service jobs or not , jobs boo st our economy . and our economy 

definately needs boosting . 

Fact . Further .tudi •• done by Idaho State University show that in 

1985 the INEL work force made up · 2 . � ·  of the states total 

work forc • •  and that this 2 . �  contributed ·5. �· of the total 

income tax revenue collonted by the state that year. Using the 

1278 dollar �er INEL em�loyee average state income tax 

withheld that year. the 750 new jobs at the SIS alone would 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

bring the state an additional 958. ,00 in general fund revenues. 5 .  28 . 2 
. 

Fact . The AVLIS proc ... of refining r l . t Jnium is much safer and 

cheaper than the reactor p' . ,celiS. �aBte generated by this 

. process i. a fraction of that ;roduced b, a �1�ventional 

rea�tor. 
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Fiction. A.n accident could threaten Idahos agriculture and tourism 

industry . "  Statistics show that there is a far greater 

hazard to our envirnment and public safety from toxic; 

chemicals and wastea being shipped in the nation than 

there are from nuc.lear shipments. It makes me wonder if 

the economics ;Professor that v started that rumor was.· the 

same one. who started the rumor that" Idaho potatoes would 

be drawing twelve dollars a hundred, wieght� because of the 

Ohemopal ao.cident:. 

The biggest: threat� that 1 can 988 for tourism. is that 

INEL employees will stop spending their money in Sun Valley 

beaausa they will be migrating to N evada to find work. 

Fiction.a We are entering an era of arms contro l ,  and the facility 

is not needed, due to weapons cut backs. I seriously 

doubt that any one from the Natural Resourae lJefense Council 

Knowa, how much plutonium. we have. stoak piled, and if John 

Herrington told him how much we did I ' m  sure he wouldn' t 

be the Secratary of energy much longer. Has the big bean" 

made ani promises to stop plutonium refinemen� 

Fiction I When we get a new president , he will put an end to the 

pro ject . and all that. tax revenue will be wasted.. Our 

democratic. system is set up with checks and balancas, 

thats what this hearing is all about ,  and no one man 

is going to axe anything by his own po.wer. 

Fiction I The envirnmental impact. statement has a disclaimer that 

doesn ' t  hold the government liable. The SIS from the 

Teton Dam, had the same language, and the government 

didn ' t weasel out of any resl-'onsibilities there. 

1 would lik.e to thank our fore!:ather:.s-'for this> freedom of speliDh. 
and our v.eterans for defending i t .  , q;t:� oJ. cJ� 
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Testimony of J .  casey Mered i t h  
D r a f t  EIS S I S  Proposal 
March 3 0 .  1988 

6/,,'b:'t 7S.J 

My name i s  Casey Mered i t h  and 1 l ive at 9 1 2  Sha l e .  Pocate l l o ,  
Idaho. 8 3 2 0 4 .  1 w i s h  t o  b r i e f l y  address two d i f ferent areas o f  
t h i s  proposal and t h e  process by which w e  a r e  evaluat ing i t . 

My i n i t ial conce rn about this document regards the general area 
of emergency response planning for commu n i t i e s  a f fected by the 
proposa l .  I s i t  o n  the Hazardous Mat e r i a l s  committee o f  the 
Bannock County Regional Area. Thi s committee has assumed the 
respon s i b i l ity t o  produce and enact an emergency preparedness 
plan for the Bannock Regional area in accordance to the rules and 
regulations presented i n  T i t l e  I I I  of the Superfund Amendment Act 
( SARA) , enacted September 1986 . Because o f  concerns about 

hazardous mate r i a l s  be i ng stored and t ransported in the Pocate l l o  
area, this committee organ ized t o  develop plans and procedures 
for hazmat response even before T i t l e  I I I  regulations were 
enacted. That foresightedness on behal f o f  a few local o f f i c ia l s  
put our region f a r  ahead o f  other communi t ies throughout Idaho 
and the nat ion . Even t hough we are ahead o f  most communi t ies in 
our planning, we s t i l l  have an enormous amount o f  work to 
complete before we can hones t l y  say we are adequately prepared 
for accidents involving hazmat s .  

Passage o f  T i t l e  I I I  i s  a great boost for emergency response 
planning. It empha s i zes planning from the bottom up. It 
emphasizes planning involving a l l  levels o f  government . It 
emphasizes communication and cooperation between all segments of 
the commun i t y  - industry, agenc i es . and c i t i zens .  T i t l e  I I I  says 
emergency preparation and planning is essen t ial to a l l  
commun i t ies in our society. Why i s  a document that is so 
s ign i f i cant t o  local planners conspicuously absent in the draft 
ElS7 

THe draft correctly notes that state and county agenc ies are 
responsible for developing and implement ing emergency plans. But 
by what means are the state and the count ies to assess what 
materials are b e i ng t ransported in their areas t o  INEL? What 
hazardous mat e r i a l s  and hazardous waste products w i l l  be 
t ransported . stored. or ut i l i zed for the SIS? What w i l l  be the 
frequency of such shipments? On what routes w i l l  these shipments 
take place? What is t he mechan i sm by which local commun i t ies 
will learn what mater i a l s  they need t o  plan for? 

I f  such a mechanism i s  instal l e d .  and a l l  local planning i n  
commu n i t i e s  along t ransportation routes w i l l  be lud icrous w ithout 
i t . what resources does Butte County. for instance, have to 
adequately t ra i n  its response personnel for the k ind o f  hazmats 
bound for INEL? What equipment does B i ngham County have to 
protect the i r  f irst responders in the event o f  a serious h ighway 
accident? What resources are readily available anywhere in the 
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State o t  Idaho t o  deal with rad101ogicals other than on the INEL 
site? 

I n  add it ion to my part icipation on the Bannock Regional Hazardous 
Material Committee , I also am a member o t  the Local Emergency 
PLanning Committee ( LEPC ) , which comp r i ses the seven southeastern 
counties and the Fort Hall Reservat i o n .  That group 1 s  attempting 
to coordinate the emergency response planning e f forts o f  a l l  of 
those ent i t ie s .  I also attend mee t i ngs o f  the State Emergency 
Response Commission (SERe ) . This 1s the comm i s s i on responsible 
for emergency response planning for hazardous materials 
statewide. My experience at all three levels o f  hazmat planning 
1 s  that no commun i t y  1 n  the State o t  Idaho 1 s  adequately prepared 
to hand le emergencies with the k inds and amounts of mate r i a l s  
used i n  t h e  proposed SIS project. 

This i s  not to say that our planning e f forts are wasteful or 
foolish. Many communities have correctly assessed exact ly what 
they could best do to protect t hemse lves given their exist i ng 
level of knowledge and resourc e s .  What I wish to point out i s  
that t h i s  draft f a i l s  to acknowledge any respons i b i l i t y  f o r  the 
far greater r i sk the proposed SIS w i l l  cause t o  our towns, 
c i t ies , and rural areas. 

The draft document re l i es on e x i s t i ng county plans to hand le any 
site related emergencies . Given current resouces i n  counties 
throughout Idaho. relying on those count ies to properly plan. 
t r a i n ,  and equip response teams to deal with the radiologicals 
that INEL i s  proposing to ship i n  and out o f  our state i s  an act 
bordering between criminal and insane. 

On occasion I hear that concerns about rail safety are 
unwarranted . I wish that were true , but working on hazmat 
planning in Pocat e l l o  has given me some i n s i ght into the types of 
problems ra i l roads have with hazmats .  An obvious one is that 
ra i l  accidents do not usually occur in the handiest ot locat ions . 
Many hundreds of miles of r a i l  in Idaho are not even near 
highways. Ra i l  accidents frequent ly are exerc ises i n  log i s t i c s .  
The more remote the accident . t h e  more t ime needed for response . 

The Union Pac i t i c  Rai l road gives an enormous amount of time and 
energy is a s s i s t ing emergency planners in the Bannock Reg ional 
area. This r a i l road has made a commitment t o  act as quickly and 
safely as possible to e f fectively m i t i gate spi l l s  ocurring on i t s  
tracks. Even so there a r e  limits to i t s  abi l i t y  to respond . For 
the worst cases it relies on a contractor based in Portland who 
guarantees c l eanup action whenever called upon by the r a i l road , 
anywhere in the northwest area. That is the good news. The bad 
news is that this contractor has up to four hours to respond t o  
t h e  incident. What would happen to o u r  commu n i t i es i t  extreme ly 
dangerous substances sp i l led unabated tor tour hours7 How w i l l  
INEL respond when INEL dest ined mat e r i a l  spi l l s  a t  the t a r  ends 
o f  the state7 

The DOE and INEL personnel are waging a mighty and soph i st icated 
campa ign to demonstrate this proposal is an economic boon for our 
region. I see t h i s  campa ign as a short -s ighted scam to rape, 
ruin. and run in the trad i t ion o f  the t imber and cat t le barons of 
yesteryear. INEL desparate l y  wants t o  offer us j obs , but they 
are only of fering the kinds o f  jobs associated w i t h  exp l o i tat ion . 

This proposal is hard on constr���ion and development and soft on 
c leanup and restorat i o n .  Why .� DOE and INEL o f fering us j obs 
to clean the envi ronment on the s i t e ?  Why aren ' t  we debating the 
mer i t s  of cleaning up the aquifer versus cleaning up the buried 
wastes? Why aren ' t  we proposing a b i l l ion dol lars t o  investigate 
spinoff techno logies i n  a i r  pollution control strategies so we 
can alleviate the n i t rous oxides emissions on the s i t e ?  I N E L  and 
DOE would have us be l i eve that the slate is clean as we embark on 
this bold new adventure in weaponry , but the slate i s  in fact a 
very d i r t y ,  dangerously polluted s la t e .  

Jobs? Cleanup operat i ons a r e  v e r y  expensive a n d  labor intensive. 
The clamoring picketeers we ' ve seen too often would be we l l  
sui ted to the many types o f  jobs a real cleanup would involve. 
I f  our elected o f f ic i a l s  were really concerned about both the 
cond i t i on of the envi ronment and the j ob envi ronment in our 
state , they would not so read i ly develop the S I S  fever but would 
instead catch the c l eanup fever. Idaho after the S I S  fever needs 
to be considered too . 

Last Friday Governor Andrus pointed out that as Governor, way 
back in 1 97 1 . he requested INEL stop practices which endanger the 
Snake P l a i n  Aqu i fer . Ten years later Governor Evans made the 
same request . Eight years later inj ect ions into the aqu i fer have 
abated . but other dangerous s i t ua t i ons st i l l  ex i s t .  How long 
must we wait before INEL takes Idaho seriously? 

Fina l l y  I must comment on these hearings. I t  i s  appa l l ing that 
DOE and INEL o f f i c i a l s  con t i nuely dodged ef forts to engage in 
dialogue concerning this proposa l .  pub l i c  meetings they could 
not attend . Moderated forums they could not attend . I know that 
over one hundred persons i n  the Idaho Falls/Pocatello area were 
asked to speak at a forum i n  Poca t e l l o  in favor o f  the SIS 
proposal and each and every one of them declined to do s o .  
fear t h e  structure o f  o u r  democracy i s  at s t a k - when our 
government fai ls to explain its actions and when c i t i zens are 
unable to d i scuss the issues of our t imes . 
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Chr i s  McKim 
350 s. HaYfls 
Poc a t ll L L o ,  Idaho 83201 

c toyt on N icho La 
S ... I..s •. ProJQc t Off i c Q  
7�5 DOE P L ac fil  
Idaho fTa l Ls, Idaho 8J1�02 

Dear Hr. N i ch o l S :  

E 7 5 4  

£y. 4 th ;f 751 
March 25, 1 9�� 

! wo u Ld L i k. t o pr(lB!�:�:;�
n

�r�ft £':l� irol1lll� r. t a l  Impact S t a t QI7IQnt 
on thQ Spec i a l  Isotopfl Sflparat ion Projfl c t . I rQqu'ltJt that m.y cOIMIQnts 
btl tnc L udQd.." i n  thfil PinaL E. ! . 5. 

Pirst of a L L ,  I wo u L d  l iXfil to express my (lxtrcm.(l disphasurQ a t  
h o w  t h .  p ub l i c hearings haUfil b fil Q n  handled. ThQ D . O. E. dqcidQd n. o t  t o  
ho ld a hQar i ng i n  pocat o ne ,  maJdng Poca t fl L L o res ( dent a  dr iuQ 100 ",, ( L els 
to at t(lnd the heartng in Idaho Fa L ls ,  and making tho Idaho Fan� hearing 
t err i b ly ouorcrolDdod. As a COnsQqlHlnco, I aRK not b e i ng ab le t o  at tend, 
ouen though I rog i s t ered, as I cannot afford t o  s t ay up a L L  n i ght wa i t ing 
t o  t oa t  ify. As eariJl 4&i ono lDeek ago, D. O . E. knelD that 300 poop L o  lDere 
s igned up to t 'l s t ify in Idaho Fa L Ls ,  yot fa i LfJ d  to schQduLo an addi t i ona L 
day for t h e  hearing unt i l  t h i s  morning, maxing it uery confus ing t :>  PQopLo 
who had s ignod up as t o whon thQy aro t o  t e s t ify. If tho D. O. E. cannoD 
ol.lA'n handle. a pub L i c  hoar ing , how can we QXpoc t 1I0u t o  bQ ab le t o  safeLli 
run a p l uton i l.l.nl  product ion p iant ? 

Noxt I lD i l l  prqsont mll cOlMlen.t� on tho D . E. L..s .. Thfl D . E  .. I . ..s .. is lDoe
ful III inad.quat 0 in a Imos t eUfJrll respec t. It is f u l  L of errors f incons is
tenc ioB and olMliss iOM .. 

Tho I.H • .E..L .. (s s e L. c t e d  as the prfJferred s i t .  in tho D . E  .. I . ..s .. , but 
no roaBon is g i uen for choosing t h e  I . N . E.L •. OUQr Hanford. In t h fl  s e c t ions 
compar ing a L t orna t i u,,"s (S-l l  through S .. 1 3  and 2-70 through 2-82) , tho 
D . E . 1 ..s  •. Bays that Hanford and I ..R  • .E.L .. lDi L L  Oe im.pact e d  a Lm.ost equa L L y 
in a L L  CQSflS, except that "Becaus" no s ignifi cant offs i t o  shiplflr.nts of 

f�Old. n:at ... .- i a L  lDo � L d  o c c ur  if t h� SIS ProJec t  wcr" L o ca t e d  at thQ H-:::..-:/ord. 
S i t o ,  this a L t ernat iue wou L d  rfJs u L t  i n  the least norma l radii") i. o g l. c a i.  
exposure a s  we l l  a s  t h o  L oast r i s /(  in tho . U Q n t  o f  a transpo .. · t  acc i den t . "  
(S-l)) . This s t a t emont would moan Hanford sho u l d  b e  fauored ouer the INEL, 
ttl l  o ls. be i ng oqua L ,  but tho DEIS does not draw t h is conc l W' i o n  .. 

/fiss t."\g in the s e c t ions compar ing a L t ornat i uos ts a discuss ion on the 
d ifferences i n  tho geo log i c a L  s t a b i L i t y  of thq INEL and Hanford. In the 
DEIS, s Q is m i c  a c t  ( u i t y  at thQ INEL and Hantord is discussod, but the 
DEIS fa i La t o  drQUJ the obKous conc l us ion that thero i s  a good dea l  More 
s o i s m i c  act i u t t ll  at the INEL and t hortlforo tho INEL is tho lQSS prQferrod 
s i t e  for tho SIS. The Hanford; S i t o  is L o c a t e d  in the Pasco Bas in. "Th(l 
Pas co Bas i n  (s h i s t or i c a UJI an aroa of Low s o t sm i c i t y . " The largost 
s o i s lr d c  shocx Quor r.cordod in th. b....As i n.  was in 191� and regis t orod 4 . 5  
t o  5 . 0  on the R i chtor B c a L e .  (3�2�) 

Comparo this w i t h  the INEL. Accordin.g t o thQ DEIS, s o i s m i c  zonos 
enc irc L o  tho INEL. on a l l  s i dos oxcept t h �  soutlu.:lflst q uadran t .  Largo 
oarthq ua/(os occur in tho adjacQnt s e i s m i c  b Q Z t s .  Tho largo s t  rQPor tqd 
earhquaxe was 40 m i Los from. Arco on Oc t ober 2�, 1 983, ID h i c h  had a magn i t ude 
of 7.) on the R i chter s c a l tl .  
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HcK illl , con t .  

In m. y  COI!llr.Clnts a t  t h fl  seap ing hflaring on what shouLd bQ inc L ud(ld 
in t h(l E1S, I as /Hi d  t h a t  thfl EIS inc L udCl an Qssess m:(lnt of t h Q  v o L c an i c  
ac t i u i t y  flClar t h. INEL IDhich cou L d  affect t h i!  SIS. Th i s  was mn donG' 
adClqua t Cl ly.. Pagel 3 - 1 1  s t a t elS tha t bQCQU-SCl th" IN£L is L o c a t ',,' in a 
pro v ince b u i l t  .'Jr inc ipa L t y b y  uo l c a n i c  flrupt iOll3, thQrfl i s  a p o t ,tn t  ( a L  
for t h .  rtls ump t ion o f  vo L c an i c  a c t i u i t iClB . ThQ flC!'xt paragraph, howQuQr, 
sq,ys t ha t  b"cawJQ of t h "  agel of pr{!vi o us f l ows and t n ll  "Lo c a t ion of IN£L 
fac i l i w s ,  sa/rl t y  r fl Z a t fl d  problQm.IJ dl.Ul to Lava f l ows orCl not ant i c ip a t tld. 
Th i s  l a s t  s t a t fllftClIlt (s not s upp�rt.d b "  t h Q  fl u i dencCl in thCl DEIS. It 
s t a t fls that thCl last 90 1 c an i c  a c t  ( u i t "  a t  t h fl  INEL was 12, 000 yflQrS ago. 
ThQ /IlQan rat" of o c c urrQ'ncCl' of uo L c an i c  flrup t i ons b b Q' twClCl'n J O , OOO and 
100 , 000 YCl'ars. JO, OOO m i nus 12,000 i s  21J,000. ThQ' ha Lf- L ifCl' af p l u-
t on i um  is 24,000 YCl'ar. ( A  fact consp i c uous L y  not m"nt i onCld in thQ' DEIS . )  
P L u t o n i um:  rQma i ns  t o x i c  for a t  Z " a s t  half a m i L l i on y"ars. SincQ' WQ' can 
"xp " c t  m(JrCl' uo lcan i c  a c t i v i t y  wil i l Cl' p L u t o n i um  was t "  from. t h "  SIS is 
s t i L L  t o x i c ,  thQ EIS shouLd addrClss t h i s..: probZ"m. 

The DEIS a lso f a i  Ls t o  addrCl'ss t h "  impact of t h Cl  SIS on tht2 aquif"r, 
anoth"r point which I r"q u"s t Q d  in Illy seop ing h"aring COIMIQn t .  I a Ls o  
as k fl d  t h a t  thQ DEIS loolt a t  prfl u i o us  was t "  manag"m"nt po l i c i " s , a n d  what 
thClsQ prae t i e"s w i L L  ind i e a t Q  about th" s afQ t y  of f u t ur" DOE prac t i ces . 

Th" DEIS do"s say that cora sampL"s a t  ttl" Radioact iu" lias ! ... ::fanag"iTIC1'nt 
Comp L " x  hauQ shown that p l u t o n i um. has m ig r a t " d  down t o  d"pths of 1 1 0  and 

2. 

2JO f"" t .  HowQ uQr, w i t h a bs o L ut lZ l y  no (l v i d"nce to b"ar out the assCI'r t i o n ,  
thQ' DEIS cont i nu"s: "e urrCl'nt mon i t or i ng rCls u l t s  i nd i c a t Q  t h a t  th" p l u
t on i um  wi U not r"ach thfl Sanlt" R i v"r P l a i n  AquifQr". (J-16) ThCl' a q u ifQr 
U"s 200 to 1000 f " Q t  b" Lom th" a urfa c " ,  according to thCl DEIS. If in 
thQ J9 y"artl th" INEL has bCl'''n op"ra t i ng, p l u t o n i um  has a �rQady IfI i gr a t Q d  
domn 2JO !Q " t ,  a n d  i t  h a s  a haLf- l i fCl o f  24 , 000 YlZars, cOlMlon s"nsl/ tli! l l s 
onQ t ha t  i t  has " i thQr a LrClady r"aeh"d t h lZ  a q u ifflr or i t  w i l l  wh i Z " i t  
i s  s t i l l  h i g h l y  t o x i c .  

Throughout t h Q  DEIS� t h Q  r"adQr i s  c o n t  inua l t y assur"d t h a t  t h Q  
DO E  can saf" l y  h a n d l fl  p l ut on i lLll .. ThQ r fl c o r d  ehoUJs thCl'y hQvfl no t i n  t h Q  
pas t ,  s o  can WQ QXP fl c t  t hQIfl t o  m i t h  thCl SIS? On" m U$ t  rCl'm"IfIbflr t h a t  
p l u t o n i um  i s  no ordinary s ubs tanCe!. I t  i s  d Q a d l y  po isonous. OnQ_ 
m i l l ionth of a gram i s  a carcinogQnie dOSQ. It can c a US fl  gCl'nfl t i c  
daf".agQ for up t o  500, 000 yflars. I n  t h lZ  wors t cas" aee i dQnt se"nario 
in which thflr" i s  a fae n i t y m i d" f ir", and a l l  f i l t "r3 fa i l ,  o u t  af 
25 .k. n ograms of p L u t on i wn in thCl' p l ant , t h "  DEIS says 6 . 25 grams w i n  
b "  disPQrs"d t o  t n Q  en u i ronm"n t .  F i rs t ,  i t  Sq"ms i mp l a us i b l "  t h a r  o n l y  
6 . 25 grams wo u l d  bQ rQ L"ased. SQcondly, lZ u e n  if i t  WQrQ o n l y  6 . 2;' grams, 
this c o u L d  cause m' L 1 ions of dQaths. 

I mouLd L i .k." t o  a ls o  address thCl' pro b l "m of Trans uran i c  Was t fl .  Th" 
DEIS says t h a t  220 tons of TRU mas t e  wi L L be genlZr a t Q d  Clach YCl'ar. Supos fl d l y  
t h i s  was t "  m i t l  b. s h ippfld t o  t h Q  WIPP fac U i t y  i f  n a  o t her u s er  c a n  !J" 

found for i t .  WIPP is n o t  comp l Q t " d  Yfl t .  I f  ( t  is no t ,  whQrQ w i U  th" 
mas t "  g o ?  The DEIS doCl's no t say. What a s s uranCQa. can Idahoans hav. that 
the SIS mas t "  m i  L L "uer leau" the INEL7? Thfl DOE has pamis.d s i nce 1 9 70  
t o  r"mOUQ INEL transuranic was t " ,  and 4 . 4  m i l l i on c u b i c  f " " t  a r .  s t i t Z  
s t or Q d  thflrQ, i n  a gQo Log i c a L L y UJ\JJ afe "nviroMl"n t .  

I wo u l d  l i lt" t o  s " "  t h "  SIS n o t  b u i l t  a t  a L L  .. The Un i t " d  S t a t es 
do"s not n""d to b u i l d  mor" n u c l "O:;:-wQ apons. If th" SIS is to btl b u i l t  
a t  a l L ,  Hanford i s  thQ l og i c a l  cho i c e ,  a l t hough I lDO u l d  no t L i .k.. t o  
wish i t  upon t h "  good fo lM i n  Washington Q i th"r. Th" DEIS prQ's"nts 

IfcK i lfl ,  con t .  J .  

t h "  " u i dCl'nc" t h a t  t h fl  INEL i s  g fl o l og i c a L L y l"ss s t a b l e  than t h "  Hanford 
S i t " , but fa i ls to drtn:J thQ log i c a l ,  and corr fl e t , e one lus ion t h a t  t h" 
SIS sho u l d  btl b u i l t  at Hanford, i f  i t  i s  to bfl b u i l t  at a l l . Bfleaus" 
of th" g"o L og i e a l  i ru t a b ( l i t y  of th" Snakfl R i vflr P l a i n ,  and th" [/tEL ' s  
pos i t ion o u " r  t h fl  a q u tf"r, t h .  SIS sho u l d  d"f i n i t Q Z g n o t  a. b u i l t  a t  the 
[NED. Th. p"op l .  of Idaho, and thQ ir dflscflndfln t s , .s t and t o  los" far 
more than th"y w i l l  g a i n  if th" SIS i s  b u i l t  a t  t h "  INEL. 

GOUQrnor CtlC i 1 Andrus 
R"pr"s " n t a t  lUQ R i chard Sta L L i ngs 
SQnator Jam"s Hc C L ur Q  
S(lna t or S t Cl' U Q  Symm.s 
/layor R i chard F i n  Layson 

Thank you, 

� �<:� 
Chr i s  IfcKi11C 
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For The H e a r i n g  R e c o r d  

fted in Idaho, USA Handcra 

S .  I .  S .  Dr a f t E n v i r o n me n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  
H a r c h  3 0 ,  1 9 8 8  

K e l l i e  E r w i n  R h o a d s  
2500 S p i d e r  C r .  R d .  
I n kom . I d a ho 8 3 2 4 5  

I a'I1 writing this letter AS R. c.ornmlf':d c.itizen o f  Iooro. My husb9nd an d  I are OWIleTS/Operntors o f  First 
Tracks J-mm..w.r and Licensed IiJuntain Guides hear :IJ1 Idaho. 0Jr I1T6t valllElble natural re9:II.D"Se is tl'£' 
unending quality of tl'£' land. If � take care of it JUoI', � ldll reap nany benefits fann it in tl'£' future. 

In the e\'el'lt of a m.clear rlisaster Idaho land WJUld � devastated. ThJ.k to tl'£' Russians and led< at tl'£' havbC 
it has raised in So. Utah ...nere thousands of sheep � Icilled and .lOoI th� of people are dying frm 
leukmria ..rom researche.cs are linking to the Nu::l.EBr fall-oot :IJ1 the fifties. 
The prodoctfon of plutrniun is for nc:n--industrial U3:! and ooy used for Ioe:1JX1l grade noclear WAR HEArS. 
We are on1 y htJT8r'e beings and \IE! will never be flawless. &.it \IE! can learn frem our mistakes of the IBSt 
only if \IE! are willing to keep an open mind and rot let p:)Wer and control take over our drive to be better 
humne beings. 
This is for the taui.ng record that ..kff and Xellie Jbsds do rot &Jpp:)rt S.1.S. for Idaho. 

ci(Jj4JJ:An.dt �7 /:JY--3� 

JEFF & KELLIE RHOADS 
(208) 115-3436 

2500 SpIder Creek Road 
Inkom, Idaho 83245 
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Clay Nichols 
785 OOE Place 
Idaho Palls,  Idaho 83402 

Dear Mr. Nichols , 

March 3 0 .  1988 

Please accept this letter in place of my oral testirrony against the 
proposed SIS project . My roother , my son and I were sc�duled to testify 
before the hearing last Friday night� �ver, d gorously adverse 
circunstances prevented us fran doing so. We represent three generations 
of native Idahoans continuously residing in this great land, and adamantly 
oPPJsed to the SIS project. 

Our test irrony ..... as to be in the form of on oracular dra-na--a five 
minute skit--portraying an ancient seer, a middle-aged oracle, and a 
young spritely newt--all giving intense ..... arnings in the style of the three 
..... itches in the Shakespearean tragedy, "MacBeth. "  

Our heart-felt adrronitions are as follows : 

--Be warned that Idaho "'Drkers ..... ill not accept just anything to bring 
jobs and rooney to our land. We do not accept poison handling as suitable 
employrrent . 

--Be ..... arned that SIS "'Duld create only a few jobs for highly skilled people.
who "'Duld have relatively little trouble finding job� elsewhere. These 
jobs would not help needy Idahoans. 

--Be warned that SIS ..... ill create a J:x:ao and crash econcmic condition . 
In the long run, military expansion substantially reduces ne ..... investJrent 

and overall econcmic growth. 

--Be warned that your p:::.or, your elderly, your siCk, your children ..... ill 
not thrive bec:tse of this plutonium factory. 

--Be ..... arned that already nuclear ..... aste is polluting the Snake River aquifer . 

--Beware of the great danger to your lives as this irradiated plutonium 
passes through your ccmnunities . 

--Fellow Idahoans ,  make no mistake about the essential topic here teday. 
the root of this issue is nuclear y,eapons--lxmbs ! The curse of irradiated 
plutonium production invokes a chant of past and future disaster: 
Listen, see, r�r: 

Nagasaka 
Hirosh:iJre 
blirding light 
burning flesh 
radiation sickness 
fires torms 
mutations 
birth defects 

3-mile island 
rrelt downs 
Love Canal 
�rnoble 
nuclear winter 
nature betrayed and forever 
a dead planet 

altered 
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Idahoans will not allow roney-changers to sell our hareland to the 
powers of darkness . This is not a soft-headed , superstitious staterrent 
frem scrre rredieval crackpot . The danger is very real . Life as we know 
it is being threatened . 

The unchecked defense budget of the United States is sapping the real 
strength of our nation. We have no rroney for dcrrestic investrrent or for 
overall econanic grCl'Nth. ()]r citizens do not accept welfare jobs fran 
the military . 

I want to refer anyone 'Nho hears or reads these caments to an 
inp::lrtant resource which deals directly with this issue. It is 

MILITMY EXPANSION ECOto-rrC DECLINE, 
The Irrpact of Military Spending on U . S .  Econemic Performance 

by Robert W. D:?:Grasse . Jr. 
Council on Econanic Priorities 
With a foreward by Lester Thurow, 
expanded 4Idi tion , 
M.E. Sharpe, Inc . ,  New York 
1983 
ISBN 0-87332-258-4 

excerpts frClll this �k are attached . 

�� 
Rita Bybee 
P.O. Box 225 

83245 Inkan, Idaho 

Cooper Bybee 
P.O. Box 225 
Inkan, Idaho 

Inez Valentine 
872 Park Ave 

83245 

Pocatello, Idaho 83201 

To accmpany the testirrony of RITA V .  BYBEE against 

SIS Idaho Falls , Horch 25,  1988 

excerpts fran MILITARY EXPANSIOO EXXNMlC DtX:LINE, 
'I1le Irrpact of Military Spending on U. S 
Econanic Performance 

Conclusion 

by Robert W. reGrasse Jr. 
Council on Econanic Priorities 
With a foreward by Lester 'l'hur<:1ool. 
expanded edition, 
M . E .  Sharpe, Inc. , New York 
1983 
ISBN 0-87332-258-4 

Ch:arly, mililary spendins b ;J, hmi(�d l:vuntcr-I.:y,:licll aid II l:r�;uC's fewr:r jobs than mo�( other mduMCln. II �mpJoy� hishly skill�d pC'oph: Who Would have rcJ;uivcly lillie Irouble fmdmg joh� clsewh�re MHiucy 



[(, 

expendilUfl"S are highly concenlr:.ned in only a few regions and in
dustries. Moreover, even though military spending ("rcates a 5ubslanliai 
demand for goods and servin:s, l'utting military .'�pendin8 would not 
make us more prone 10 depression Im:rt-asing civilian government pro
grams andlor reducing taxe� (:ould repla(.·(: the pun:hasing power lost by 
cutting the arms hudget. While large reductions in the current level of 
military spending would (:reate adjustment problems in selected regions 
and industries,17 momy of these difficulties could be overcome with 
planning and �pc:(:ifj(.- as�islance programs.lB 

When the t'(:onomy requires federal assistance, programs should be 
developed (0 fili lhe nation's greatest needs, not simply the most conve
RieO! pork barrel The construction industry, hard-hit during the receO! 
recession, will re('eive a shot in tbe arm from the recently approved 
government program to rebuild the nation's deteriorating roads a�d 
bridges, Yet the sad state of America's infrastru('ture (eaves uS wu� 
many otber puhlic works oplions.19 (osteOid of creating greater compell
tion for skilled labor by in(.-reOlSing military spending, the federal 
government might also institute training programs to help those cur
rently unemployed to develop technk'OlI skills thOit will be heavily in de
nlOlnd during the 1980s. If the federal government were to develop a 
comprehrn.-.ive mass trOinsit program, we could revive Oln industry that 
would employ production workers 100id of[ by tbe auto makers, Olnd 
Uif'ate a ht'dKe agOlinst future increa.�es in energy prkes so These options 
clearly indk'Olte that we should not spend money on the military jus. 
be(.'Oluse it creOites jobs. 

Some might Slill wonder if it is possible to creOite enough public sup
port for civilian government programs to replOice militOiry spending 0lS a 
source or demOlnd . 1 l  Howif'ver, we would rephrOlSe the question: Can the 
U.S. government Olrford to continue relying on the militOiry budg� t OlS I�e 
(Olrgest public mechOinism for slimulOiling the economy? As we dIS(:U�"'

, 
In 

the nexl chOlpter, military expenditures dnw weOlhh rrom the clvlhOin 
e(.-onomy. While we might have been Olble to "OlHord" a substanliOiI 
military burden during the 1 9 50s and 1960s, the loss of skilled labor and 
investment from the private economy during the 1980s could cost us 
dearly in export potential. MOiny American industries could ('on

.
linue t� 

lose mOirkets to fureign producers if U S. firms do nol modermze their 
factories, and America's lechnological leadership ('ould continue to slip 
Olway if we ask too many of our brightest engineers and scientists (0 
solve military-related problems instead of creOiling better civilia� pro
ducts These considerations indkate that, instead of relying on mIlitary 
spending as 01 source of jobs, we should Olvoid any military expenditure 
that is not necessary for our security 

Conclusion 
While numerous factors infl ue[Ke cconomic performance, AnH:rka' ... 
heavier military burden ... e:em ... to h;ave ... titled mve ... tmeOl, ;and reduced 
our e:conomic and produ(.·tivity growth over the la ... t fcw deGlde ... . Dur-
ing the 1 9 50s Olnd 1960s, higher ;arm ... expenditure ... in Ihe United SUln 
probably allowed other indu ... lrial natIons 10 dOM: Ihe C(.·onomic gap 
separaling America from tbe rest of Ihe world more quickly than if we 
hOld spent less on the miliury. While more industrialized nations lend 10 
grow more slowly, our economy probably would have performed �igni
ficOintly bt"uer if tbe United SlaIn had reall{)(."aled a portion of the 
resources used by the military For example, if the government h;ad 
more heavily subsidized Ihe development and repair of mOiSS-lran ... il 
systems in major metropolitan arca ... throughout the United State ... , we 
could have sustained ;and exp;anded the now·failing America.n mOl!> ... · 
tnnsh vehide induMry, redudng the need 10 import ... ubway car ... from 
Europe, Canada and J;apan 10 fill till' needs of New York, BI.) ... tO[\ and 
Philadelphia. If the Kovernmelll had not "',"K:1lI ... 0 much on high techno
logy military produn ... , the engmeer!> doinK Illilitary work miKh[ have 
dl'veloped commercial e1e(.·l romn produt:t ... 10 compete more clleu ive· 
ly with the Jap;anesl'. Our highty !>killed peoplc might abo h.ve worked 

on developing rene:w;ablc cnerKY re�{)ur(."C .... Mort'over, we abo could 
have used part of the "peace dividend" 10 a ... !>iM �ound ('TonomlC pro 
grl'ss in some of Ihe world's poorest nallon ... ,p [hereby helpinK opcn up 
new markl'ts for our good ... ;and M:rv,,"'n Surdy, given [he wi/Je array of 
possible alternatives, we would have: found produnive job ... ror the 

thousands of engineers, ... denti.'.IS and �killed worker ... who were bu[ld
ing wl'apons for the "del"tronic b;auldkld . "  

Military ... pen/Jmg abo slowed e(.'()Oomk perrormance during Ihe 
1970s. While the ri!>ing COM of energy dearly damaged performanl"e 

anoss Ihe board in the indu ... triOiI world, milit;af)' spending l"ontinued to 
/Jraw away re ... ourcn that could have been used 10 develop energy ... df
sufficiency. Moreover, if more engineers and greater !Ovntmenl had 
bt"en OlVOliiable to the private s('(.·lor after 1973, Aml'rican bu!>inc ...... migtu 
have bt"en able to off ... t:t part of the higher ("ost of energy by expandmg 
exports of U S . manufanurcd good ... 

IncreaSC'd arms expenditure ... during the ReaK;an adminbl rauon could 
have thl' opposite effect on the economy that Iher had durmg Ihe 
Sc:cond World War. As the "arsenal of demonacy" /Juring that war, 
America huilt its industriOiI baM: while other nation!> ... aw thdr in/Ju ... tflal 
power consumed by the fires or war Yet during the next dn'ade, If we 
increase arms expenditure.!> in tbe Unitl'd Statl'''' while Illo!>t othcr ad· 
vanced nations con('entratc on expanding their induMrial ... trength, 
could b<: left watching our l'conomic bealth (.'()O[inue to �Iip away. 
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teol" scenario consistent with the plans emerging from the Congres
sional Budget process; and a "low" scenario based on a aansilion to a 
three percent growth rate staning in 1984" 

DRr's model showed that, for each of the simulations, utilization of 
manufacturing capacity would not eiK again to 1980 levels until 1984 
(Table 4 . 10). However, capacity utilization increases mu(:h more quk·k
Iy under both the high and control simulations than in the lower mili
tary spending simulation. By 1985, utilization rates could come dose to 
the levels attained during the last inflationary surge in 1979. 

DRl's simulation also showed that inflationary pressures resulting 
(rom the buildup would puk in 1985 (Table 4 . 1 1). The wholesale price 
indexes for industrial commodities and intermediate products would 
jump from about six pen:ent in 1983 to roughly 10 pen:ent in 198') in 
both the high and control simulations The overall inflation rate, 
measured by the GNP implicit prk'e defl:!lOr. meanwhile, trails h«:hind 
It rises about a point between 1983 and 198') in the higher defense 
spending simulations 

Conclusion 
Clearly, the present buildup poSt's numerou!l economic risks While in
cre.Kd military !lpending may not triggc.-r an inflation.ry !lurge a!l it did 
during the Vietnam war, the collision between higher government defi
cits and restrk'tive monetary policy could suhst.nti.lly reduce new 
investment and ovenll economic growth. Although the current buildup 
cumes in a reces!lion when there is plenty of unu!>ed m:.lnuf.cturing 
capacity,  the highly specialized need!l of defen!>e ContrOl(:tors might still 
stimulate inflation in Klected high te(:hnology induslrie!l 

The arms buildup could also inc.'reaSt' the U.S balance of trade deficil 
for two reasons First, weapons production requires expensive metals 
like chromium and titanium that must be imported. Se(.'ond, huilding 
arms will divert a substantial !!h.re of our engineering [:.llent fcom devel, 
opfing civilian high technology products As a result, the export uf U S 
high technology goods could grow more !llowly than If fewer we. pons 
were being produced 

The realization that military spending pme!! subst.nti�1 risks has 
grown over the past few years, even among officials of the administra
tion. For example, we learned in the Dc:cember 1 98 1 Allantic Montbly 
that budget director David Stoclunan has been concerned about [he 
buildup since early in President Reag.n's termY The 1982 Annual 
RepoCl of the Council of Economic Advisors warned [hat the increaK in 
military spending could create K(.'toral bottlenecks and inflation, s, In-

deed, [he conflict over [he military budget Kerns to have pl.yed :! role 
In Munay Weidenbaum's decision to resign from the Council. "Wha[ 
worries me (about the military buildup}," explained Weidenbaum, ·'is 
that theK crash efforts rarely increase national security. They strain 
resources (andl create bottlenecks. " '9 

If the military budget's growth rate is not reduced, the e(."()nomy is 
likely to limp along, cycling between recession and weak recuvery. A[ 
the same time, milit.ry procurement will cre:.lte inflationary pressures in 
some Kctors and employ resources [hat could be used to expand our 
high (echnology indusrcie!lo. If the Presidenl and Congress cannot muster 
the political courage to slash some of the billions of dollars in ques
tionahle military programs that even David Stot.·lunan admits exist in the 
Pentagon's budget, our economic future will continue to be: ble:!k 
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Summary of 
Findings 

Since economics significantly ;lfft:n n;uion;d securHy decisiom, and 
politicians have often claimed that building weapom provide:, 
numerous economic benefits, CEP undertook a two-year !:Iludy of the 
impact of military spending on the U S. economy. CEP �sessc:d the COMS 
3S well as the bcndil� associated with Pentagon programs In parlicul:u, 
we analyzed the claims that military spending ere'lles new employment, 
stimulates economic growth and nUrlures technological progress 

Our report is divided inlO four (:h"'pters In the fir�t , we: assess the role 
of military spending in the oveull economy and comp:are military 
employment with the job!:> thaI would be (.'realed by other uses of the 
money. The second chapter cont.ins a comparative an:l!ysis of the im
pact th.ll milin.ry spending has hOld on the economic perform:lm:e of 1 7  
industrial n:ltions during the Cold W:u I n  the third chapter, w e  evaluate 
the :dfel't!> of military programs on U S tt'chnologicAi progn::ss This 
chapter includes a case study of the �miconduclOr industry Chapter 
four contains 01. comparison of the pre:,ent mililOl.ry buildup [0 the in· 
ueases that occurred during tht' VletnOl.m OI.nd KoreOl.n war!> 

Ch.apter I 

The Defen� Department 's budget hOl.s remained high and rdatively 
stable during the last three decOI.des, except for sub!>tantiOl.I increases dur
ing the Korean and Vietnam wars. It has fallen a!l a !>h:ue of the entire 
gross national product (GNP) bec;lu!>e the economy hOLO!; grown_ Pen
tagon spending is the large!>t federal mechanism for direl'tly stimul.Uing 
the economy with purchases. Military purchases of goods and services 
represented almost 70 percent of the federal government's lOul pur
chases in 1 98 1 .  As a resuh, miliury expenditures plOl.Y an important role 
in "pork barrel" politics 

Military spending has strong regional and indu!>tnOlI (:onslilucnl.·ies in 
the few areas where the bulk of the work IS done- and the bOl.!>t:!> are 
10('ated In FY 1 98 1 ,  about 65 perl.·em ()f 01.11 primc l.·ontrOl.ClS werc iet to 
companies in 10 Mate!>_ DUring the !>Olme yeOl.r, 10 !>IOI.te� rel.:eived ')6 per· 
cent of non-procuremem militOl.ry spending In 1979, five indu!>tries 01.(> 

'" 

coumed for 5 5  percent of a l i  t h e  Defense Department's purchases from 
the private sector. In four of those five industries, the Pentagon pur
chases comprised over 50 percent of the industry's total production 

Although military expenditures are politically powerful, they are far 
from the most effective way to creale employment. Seven of the 1 1  
manufacturing industries selling the greatest volume of goods t o  the 
Pemagon create fewer jobs per dollar spent than the median manufac
turing industry. About 28,000 direct and indirect jobs are created for 
every billion dollars (constant 1981 dollars) spent by the Pentagon in the 
privOl.te seclOr. But the same billion dollars would create 32,000 jobs if 
spent for new public transit, 57,000 jobs if used for personal consump
tion, or 7 1 ,000 jobs if spent on education. 

The employment created hy military procurement is also concen
trated in highly skilled occupations. Eleven of the 1 5  principal manufac
turing industries produdng for the Pentagon employ a smaller percen
tage of production workers th",n the average. In four of the five in
dustries producing the most military output, the perceR(age of profes
sional and technical workers is significantly greater than in the average 
manufacturing industry 

Since professional and technical workers have the lowest unemploy
meR( rate of any occupational category, it follows that mililary spending 
creates fewer jobs in occupations with high unemployment In 
December 1982, when the overall unemployment was 10.8 percent, the 
rate for professional and technical workers W:LS only 3.7 percent 
Unemployment among laborers and machint' operators w;;a.:. above 20 
percent. 

Ch.apter II  

Falling competitivene!>s in t h e  prke and qu",ilty o f  mOl.ny o f  AmcfI(;OI.·!> 
manufactured goods is largely responsible for our declining MandOl.rd of 
living relative to other industrial nations This decline began in the 
mid- l960s and accelerated after the oil crisi!> In 1964, the United States 
exported almost 90 percent more manufactured goods than it impont'd 
By the late 1960s, the percentage fell to below 20. During the 1970s, 
America's balance of trade in manufactured goods was negative in three 
years. 

CEP performed cross-national statistical anaiY!lois on data from 17 non
communist, advanced industrial nations over two decades, to examine 
the reasons for (his decline. Our analysis indicates that America's higher 
share of gross domestic product (GOP) spent on the military has con
tributed to the decline in manufacturing competence. Nations with 
higher military burdens tend 10 have lower kvcls of invest meR( and 
lower productivity growth (prior to the energy !.:Cis is) Indeed, of the 1 7  
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nations compared, the United State ... had among the lowest levels of 
both inve!>tment and productivity growth along with the heaviest 
military burden. ThOl.l finding was consistem over each of several time 
periods we studied. 

We found th:.u higher levels of investment generOl.Uy resulted in faster 
overall economic growth. Prior to the energy uisis, investment also 
correlated with lower unemploymenl. Higher produl.:tivity also seemed 
10 lower unemploymt'nt. It also tended to increa:.e overall growth in the 
period before the oil crisis. 

The dramatll.: rise in energy prices in 1973 hun eu>nomlC perfor
mance in all countries we !>ludied. New inve-stment!> were needed simp
ly to maintain the then-current levd of OUlput per employee because in
ueased oil prices made mOl.ny energy-imensive prodUction processes un· 
profit;.able. It abo seems that new invntment had a less positive 
economic efft:ct in some nOl.lions thOl.n others, probahly b<:cOl.use the 
plant!> and machinery in some nOl.tion ... wtre on Olvenge ic!>!> energy
dficiem than in others 

Another fal.:tor that seems to h"ve anfluelKed eu)Oomic performance 
W:LS the rdative level of industriall",Oltion Olmong the nations we studied 
Those nations with ie!>s mature induslriOl.I economics, measured hy a 
relatively higher ",mount ofGDP Olccountt'd for by agricuhure, tcnded to 
have higher rates of investment "nd quicker cl.:onomic and productivity 
growth r"res in the ye;.ar!> prior to the oil ui:,is. After 1973, this measure 
of less mature industrialintion was still a!>sodated wilh higher invest
ment Since the United Sutes ranked as one of the most mature in
dustrial nations, thar charaClerbtk m",y explain a large pan of our 
poorer economic performance 

Three of the factors we te!>ted did not !>eem to hindt'r economic per
formOl.nce Wt' found no evidenl.:e th"t a hight:r I.'i\' illan govtrnment 
burden reduced U.S. investment or product iVity growth The United 
Sutes ranked 13 among the 17 nations in tht' ... hOl.re- of GDP ::open! on 
dvilian g()vt'rnmenl l.:onsumplion and !>l·l.:ond 10 I,,!>t OI.mong 14 nOl.tions 
in the share of GOP devoted to lransfer pOl.ymt'nt ... 

Labor cost!lo aiM> dU not seem 10 play '" signific:lnt rolt: in comp .. rative 
t'conomic performance. Nalion!> with hight:r 1000bor·l.·ost:, lendcd to offset 
this disadvantage with higher outpul·pa·t:mployce rOl.les Moreovt:r, 
manufacturing labor-costs among most of the nOl.uon!> we Mudied have 
converged over Ihe last two deCides; indeed, by 1 980 four Europe;.an na
tions had higher labor cOStS than did the United St;.ates. Japan, however, 
still continues to enjoy lower labor expensc!> than many other n:ul()ns 

In addition, the growth in Ameril.:"'s I .. bor force was not the reason 
for the decrease in manubcluring prudunivity growth. Some 
economists have suggested that the growth in {he work force dimin· 
ished the growth in c:lpital per worker, leading 10 lower produl.:tivuy 
growth during the 1970s. However, CEP found Ih;.at tht: manufacturing 



labor force actually grew more slowly ",fter 1973 th,m it h;;ad during the 
1960s. 

Some might think th;;a, the evidence we found linking higher military 
spending to poorer economic perform;;ance could be e:Jlplained by the 
notion th;;at more mature nations, which tend to grow more slowly, de
pend on military spending as a source of dem;;and, While our evidence 
indicates that Ihe more tJeveloped n;;atlons in our study h;;ad larger 
military establishments, it seems likely ,h;;a, f;;ar from helping those n",
tions, higher arms spending inste;;ad magnifies the difficuilie!> their 
economies bce. The main impact of military spending prob;;ably i!> to 
divert labor and capital from emerging industries and to decrease the in
cemives to t;;ake financial risks. In our stalistic;;al analysis, thc military 
burden expl;;ained a larger amount of the variation in economic perfor
mance among induslrial nations than did our measure of economic 
maturity 

Chapter III 

The military exerts a signific;;ant influence on our technologic;;al 
development, given (he amount of manubctured goods purchascd and 
rese;;arch projects supported by Ihe Defense Department. Between 1960 
and 1973, the Department of Defense purchased 16.9 percent of the 
durable m;;anufaclured goods produced in the United States. This figure 
dropped to about 10.9 percent between 1973 and 1 98 1 .  These figures 
are untJerst;;ated bcc;;ause they do not counl the governmem's purchases 
of atomic weapons ;;and part of the sp;;ace program with military pur
poses. 

The Pent;;a1O'1 further influenced our technological development by 
funding 38 . 1  percent of all public and privatc research and !:kvelopml'nt 
(R&D) between 1960 ;;and 1973. In the: pml -Vktn;&m paiod, (hi:. 'i�un· 
fell to 25.6 percent. Sp;;al..'e-related R&D, .t k,,!>! 20 percent of wbich had 
direct milit;;ary applications, aveultd 1 1 .8 percenl of all R&D between 
1 960  and 1973, and 7.2 percent thereafter 

Miliury R&D has been by f;;ar (he fetJer.1 government's l;;argest 
mechanism for influencing technologic;;al growth. Defense Dep.rtment 
R&D ;;averaged 61.4 percent of federal R&D between 1960 .nd 1973, 
;;and 52.7 percent since then 

We estimate Ih;;at military procurement and R&D employed between 
25 and 35 percent of the n.tion's scientists .nd engineers during the 
1960s and between 15 .nd 25 percent during the 19705. 

If the economic benefits of milit;;ary research and procurement 
outweighed the costs, we would expect th;;at American firms in indus
uies closely allied with the military would have maim;;ained or e:lp;;and
ed their over;;an market sh;;ares. But the contrary is true in the electronics, 

percent. 
The present increase will require . smaller additional share of GNP 

than in past buildups. In FY 1982,Ihe milit:uy consumed 6. 1 percent of 
GNP; by FY 1985, it will use an addition;;al l .4 percent - In FY 1965, the 
milit;;ary consumed 7.2 percent of GNP; and .l the height of the Vietnam 
w.r in FY 1968, it required an .dditional 2.3 percent . The Kore.n war 
increase was the most dram.tic. In FY 1950, the military used 4 8 per
cent of GNP, but by FY 1953, an ;;additional nine percent of our n.tional 
product was consumed. 

While the buildup plannt'd by the Reag;;an administration is smaller 
than those we experi!=nced durilll Kore;;a .nd Vietn.m, there is little 
reason to believe that its economic Imp;;act will be less. While the Viet
n:un conflict required • sm.ller .mount of new resources than the 
Korean war, the economic problems caused by (he Vietnam w.r were 
gre;;ater. Th.t war triggered the cycle of price .nd wage inl..'CUses th"t 
still plagues the economy. The different economic impacts of the 
Kore.n and Vietn;;am w.rs c.n t.rgely be explained by three fe.tures 
unique to the latter: I) the Vit'tnam war was financed by deficit !>pend
ing; 2) those deficits occurred when the economy was functioning .1 
pe;;ak c;;apacity; and 3) there were no w.rtime economic control!> during 
the Vietn:un w;;ar to prevent infbUon from rising. 

The Ragan .dministr;;ation's fiscal policy will also resuh in large 
federaJ deficits. Measured as a sh;;are of GNP, Ihe deficits projecled by 
Ihe present administration will exceed the Vietnam-war peak in every 
one of the next five years (I.e., through FY 1988). Moreover, if the ad
ministr.tion does not get ;;all the l;;ax increases and civilian spending 
reductions it has requesled from Congress, then the budget deficit will 
be more than twice as large measured as .  share of GNP during uch of 
the next five ye.rs as it w;;as at the pe.k of Ihe Vietn.m war. Evt'n .fter 
adjusting foc the effects of the re(:ession, the CongreSSional Budget Of
fICe predicts (hat the fisc;;al stimulus of the floderal hudKt't betWCl'[) I \, 
il)H·1 ;md FY 198H Will be ;/.) Kre,l,( :l!> it W:I!> dunnK the VIl'tn:tm W;.&r 

While this fiscal stimulus will probably hdp push us out of the current 
recession, massive federal deficits during the recovery could fuel in fl.
tion or create ;;acute competilion for money m the credit markets, 
depending mostly upon the nation's monet.ry policy. Since we ;;are not 
at w;;ar, the government docs not plan to institute wage and price con
trols (Q prevent a new outbre.k of inflation. If the Federal Reserve 
8o;;ard moves to hold of( inflation by slowing the growth of the money 
supply, the government's borrOWing needs could push interest utes 
higher and choke off the recovery. 

Milit.ry spending is largely respon"ible for the ma.!>�ive deficits we 
f.ce . After subtracting self-funding programs from the federal budget 
and ;;adding ;;all military-related costs to the nation.l defense func:lion, we 
find that 48.6 percent of the feder.1 government's general funds were 
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airnaft .nd m.chine tl)()1 indu!>tries. Thc J"panc!>c havc )ignificantly 
penetrated markct!> for dectronic memory chip!> and computer
controlled machine tools. Americ,,'!> dominance in the commerci,,' 
airline market b beinK ch"lknged by Airbu!> InduMrie, " Europe"n con
sortium 

CEP .Iso found a rough, neg;uive rclation!>hip between the !>hare of 
GOP !>pent on military R&D "nd the nte 01 pmdul..·tivity growth "monK 
major industrial nations. One pos:.ible reason for thi!> finding is that vir
tually "II milit;lry re:tt:arch is f(Ku!>l:d on spcdfic "pplicatiom of 
technology for warf;lre. Throughout the I,,!>! two decadcs, only ;tbout 
three percent has gone for b"sic re!>earch 

Our C:l!>e !>tudy of the electronics induMry Yleldcd four key ob!>t:Cva, 

I The end-produn!> dcvdofk:d for nulit"ry u:.e h"ve few com
me:rdal application:. Tho!>c th:lt do u!>u"lIy must be 
!>Ignificantiy n:dc!>igncd for the commcrd,,( markct 

1.  Military reseaCl·h ha!> not often !>upporlcd projens Ih;lt have 
k'd to significant innovation. Military pcrsonnel have dif
ficulty judKing promi!>ing proJCCIS .nd the PClltaKon tend!> to 
!>uppOri more e!>tablished firm!> ovcr younger firm!> Ih"t tend 
to be more innovative 

3. The milit:l.ry's ruIc;;as " first u!>cc" ha!> he(:ome in(:rea!>ingly ir
relev:l.nl Kiven the rapid expamion of commercial appli(a
tion!> for semiconductor technology 

The Pentagon's current ,,({empt!> to Kuide development of 
semiconductor and m.chine tool tel.:hnology rabe serious 
economic and political i!>!>ue!>. MililJry sub!>i.dic!> for ncw 
semkonductor feclinoloKY during the 198(h m"y hinder 
development of new dvih;.&n produn!>. Moreovcr, Dden!>e 
Department prognms de!>igm.'d 10 incrc"!>e: f.nory ;lulOn1:.l
tion have gone forward without full input from the union!> 
likely to be ;;affected 

Chapter IV 
The Reagan .dminislr.lion's propmed millt;.&ry buildup I!> the I.rge!>t 

in America's peacetime history It call!> for an t'xpa['\sion only somewhat 
smaller than th;;at which took place during 'he Vietnam war and 
signitkantly smaller than Ihe Korean w;;ar inuca!>e. Between FY 1982 
and FY 1985, mllit.ry expenditures .re sl;&ted to grow :HA percefi( in 
const.nt doll2.rs. During a comparable Ihree-ye.r period (If the Vietn;;am 
w.r (FY 1965 to FY 1968), the milit.ry budget rose 4 2 . 7  percent. Dur
ing the Kore;;an conflict (FY 1950 10 F't' I � S3), the budgt't Krew 179.2 

spent on the milit;;ary in FY 1981 In FY 1986, the Pentagon is e:a:peCled 
to use 59.2 percent of the government's gcnent funds 

Supply constraint!> in military-related industries could .dd 10 the infla
tionary pres!>ure created by the .dminhtration's expansive fisc.l policy 
The bulk of the current buildup is focused on a weak link in the milit;;ary 
establishment - the defense industri.1 base. Between FY 1982 ;;and FY 
1985, fully 58 percent of the growth m military outlays will be devoted 
to procurement and R&D. By contrast, pHKuremem and R&D ac
counted for 40 percent of the growth during the Vietnam w.r, .nd 43 
percent during the Korean war. During past buildup!>, • la.rger !>hare of 
the defense-budget incre.se paid for soldier!> .nd spare p;;arts than is cur
rently the case. 

The defense industri:ll b.se m.y not be able to produce the .ddition.1 
output required by the Penl:lgon without creating !>ectoral inflation 
While Ihe wait times for subsystems .nd components h;;ave f:tllen from 
the record levels of 1980, they remain high The value of unfilled order!> 
for defense products h.!> continued to ri!>C "nd is now greater (in cons
tant doll.rs) than at the heiKht of the Vietnam war The Commerce 
Department has identified 14 key military·rel"ted industries th"t will re
quire more expansion than currently planned if bottlenecks and cost· 
overruns are to be avoided An;.&ly!>ts .{ Commerce .Iso found th.t tht' 
current buildup might .!Ilow the export of high technology goods, 
thereby contributing 10 an innea!>e in our tnde deficit 

In addition, the supply of !>kllled I"bor m;;ay be inadequ.te to mee:t the 
Penugon's needs. Between FY 1981 and FY 19H3, indu!>tri:l.1 employ
ment created by the Pentagon is sl"ted to grow � 1 S percent. During the 
Vietnam war, the private sector worK. force filling the Pentagon's orders 
rose 49.4 percent; the Korean w.r required " five-fold increase 

The military's increased dem.nd for skilled labor come!> "I " time 
when the supply of engineers .nd machinbts b .Ire.dy Mretched thin. A 
Nation;.)1 Science Foundation (NSF) !>urvey found that over SO percent of 
the firms they poiled reported a !>hortage of new gr"duates in eleClrical, 
electronic and computer enKinecring during 1 98 1 .  Thme short ages 
could become worse in the future, !>in(e employment opportumties in 
industry have attrac.:ted a sub!>tanti:tl number of f.culty member!> aw:l.Y 
from teaching 

The supply of �killed machim!>t:. I!> .i!>o limited. A !>urvey by the Na
tional Tooling and Machining A!>!>oclation found th;.&t in 19H1 joh !>hop 
m"chining firms could h.ve u!>ed 1 1  fk:rcent more lourneym�n 
m;;achinhts if fully trained applicant!> had heen aV:.i\llablc: While 
somt'wh;;at more cautious, :l l."bor Depanment offici,,1 abo reports that 
there I!> a shortage of skilled machine worker!> He believe!> th"t "If 
defense purchases were to C1!>e r.pidly durmK a !>hort timt' frame "nd :l.f
feCI industries in specified areas. the !>hort"gt's could become !>o .(:ute 
that Ihe planned increases in production could not (KCUr . .  
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Production bottleneck!> and the !>horlage of skilled labor in the 
defense sector have inflated the cost of product� purchased by the Pen
tagon. During the past five years, inflation in the cost of military equip
ment has been substantially higher than in the economy as :.a whole 

A simulation of the economy performed by OatO! Resour(:es , Inc. sug
gests that the present buildup could result in c(:onomy-wide botllene

.
Ck 

problems by 1985. I n  that scenario, the wholesale price Indexes for in
dustrial commodities and intermediate product!> could jump from about 
six pt'rcent in 1983 to roughly 10 pt'rcent in 19K5. 

Conclusion 
The U.S. surely can afford to pay whatever it co;h to provide for io. 

security. At (he same time, like aU countrie�, America mU!>1 �t limit!> on 
military and non-miliury forms of current consumplion The reaM)n , 
simply, is to OIssure that we have enough left to invest in our economic 
future 

Economics thus is not central but it b essential to take into account 
when it (:omes 10 military spt'nding. Too often arguments thoU IoUi 
various economic benefits of peacetime arms expansion nqj;le(:1 to 
clarify the nel COSI!> 

We hOlve found thai a diversion to the mililony of government 
resources on a scale planned by the Reagan administration w,1I !>eriou!>ly 
weaken Ihe nation 's OIbility 10 meet the ch:.allenges of unemployment , 
fordgn mOlrket losses, diminishing technologi(:a' leader�hip and OInti

quated industrial plOlnts . 
We have also found that th()� same re�ource� would strengthen the 

economy if spent directly on solving our e(:onomic probkm!>. 

To accarpany the testi..rrony of R.ITA V. BYBEE -------------------------------
excerpts fran DEMXRACY FOR '!HE FEW by Michael Parenti ,  

Fifth Edit ion 
St . Martin I s  Press , Inc. 
1988 
ISBN , 0-312-19366-1 

WELFARE FOR THE RICH 
Arter the war. tbe Ei.st·nhower admini�trHtion sought to undo the "creeping 
socialism" of the New Deal by han<lin� over to private t'orporations vast 
off�hore oil reserves, �overnment.uwned synthetic rubber factories, public 
lands. public power, and atomic installations, some $SO billion worth of 

I Richard Boyer and IIl'rOert Morai�, lAbor's Unfold Story (Ne .... York: Unit� Electri.cal, 
R�(ho and Machil1l' Wori<I'T!I, 1972). pp. 331-32, 339, for an account of how buslneu ",xtortl'd 
eoormOl.lsprofilsduring World War II. 
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Appendix A 

State by State 
Breakdown Of 
Military Spending 

Thb appendiX providl'!> the reJder with the ha(:kground d;l.I:.a and 
mcthodology for our allaly!>i!> oi thc �l;itc by !>tate imp;l.ct of military 
expt:nditures 

Two types of lkfcmc Departmcnt data wcrl' u�ed for this anal y!>is 
priml: connan ;award!> above S W,()OOI ;J.nd e.'>tlnuted expenditure!> 
exdudins m;J.jor pro(.'urement ;J.w;!'rd!> 1 Table A I Ibts the amount of 
COlli ran ;!,ward!> ;,lIld non-pro(.'url'ment expenditurcs th:.u c;Kh sUle and 
thc Dbtrict of Columbi:.a re(:ci\led in FY 198 1 .  8y addmg these dau 
togcther, we neatcd :.an c!>timate of the total amount of Pentagon funds 

th:lt e;J.ch .'>tate rC(.'eivcd in fiY 19K1 The!>C data·set!> wcre adjusted for 
the �izc of e;!'(:b stOlte's work force.J 

Wc (:OIkulated a "military IOIX " - thc .mounl of lues ea(:h stOlte paid 
to cover military expenditure!> Crable A.2) The miliury I:.IX burden w:.as 
derived u�ing the following methodoioSY. First , we identified the 
amount of federal tax rcvcnue� paid by ca(.'h state.· Second, we deter
mined thc !>h;!'rt: of those taxc!> that werc devoted to military programs S 
Third, we adju!>tcd the military tax hurdl'n for thc ;ize of the work force 
in ea(:h !>talc 

With thesc dOlt;!, we wt:re ;J.ble to dctcrmine the nct amOUni of 
economic stimulation from mililary expcnditures th:.at c;,Kh !>ule 
receivcd per workcr crable A.3). Thi!> wa� done by �uhtr;J.cting the 
military tax that u(:h state p.id pa workcr trom the ;J.mount uf funds 
that cach state received from thl;' PentoiKon per woelu:r 

We thc:n unkcd the stOltt'� b:lsed on the net leve:! of PC:llc,I,gon cxpen· 
diturn per worker (Table A 4 )  SUles wc:re grouped into four (:ategories 
of net miliu,ry �timulatlon: I) tbmc th;!t gained S 1000 or morc per 
workcr, 2) those th.t gainl'd bclwec:n S')OO and S 1000 per workcr; 3) 
thme that received between SO ;!'nd .�OU, and 4) those tluI cxpcricn(:cd 
• net lo�� of re\ll'nuc to the Pcnt;!Son 
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resources and enterprises.2 Nor were things much different by the 1980s. 
when the Reagan admini�tration �old or leased--·at fees of I to 10 percent 
of true market value-� billion� of dollars worth of coal and oil reserves 
grazin� and timber lands. and mineral reserves. In any given year, th; 
f�eral government hand� out more than $ 100 billion to big business in 
PrIce supports, loan guarantees, payments in kind, research and develop_ 
ment, eXlxlft subsidies, �ubsidized insurance rates. promotion and market. 
in� 

.
services, irrigation and reclamation program�, and new plants and 

eqmpment.·1 In recent times, the j."(overnment ha.� provided billions to bail 
out such j."(iant mmpanies a.� Chrysler and Lockheed-while small inde
pendent busines.o;;es are If'ft 10 sink or swim on their own. In 1984, when 
one of thc nation's larg("�t bank�, Continental Illinois, was on the brink of 
failurt>, it ft'{.'('ivt'd $7 . .'5 l,ilIion i n  f('dera! aid . I 

Probably tilt' mo.�1 OU( CU,Kl'Oll\ (.·a.�e of compensation invul .... c..'S (.'urpora
(IOn.� stl(.'h as DuPont, Ford, and ITT, which owned factories in Germany 
dUring World War II that produced tanks, bombers, synthetic fuels, and 
other sll(.'h thin�s for the Nazi war effort. After the war. rather than being 
prosecuted for aiding and abetting the enemy, ITT collected $27 million 
from the United States government for war damages in£licted on its Ger
man plants by Allied bombings. Gl'neral Motors collected more than $33 
million in compensation for dama�es to its enemy war plants.s 

Under corporate-statl' capitalism the ordinary citizen pays twit..'e for 
most things-fir�t as a taxpayer who provides the subsidies and supports, 
then as a con.�umer who huys the high·priced commodities and services." 
The government distributes billions of dollars in research-and-develop_ 
ment grants, mostly to corporations that are permitted to keep tbe patents 
and ma�ket the product for profits. Whole new technologies are developed 
at pubhc expense, as with nuclear energy. electronics, syntbetics. space 
communications, mineral exploration, and computer systems, only to be 
handed

. 
over to industry fur private �ain. Thus, AT&T managed to have 

the entire satellite communications system put under its control in 1962-
after u.s.  taxpayers had put up the initial $20 billion to develop it. And in 
1982, two corporations began building a huge synthetic fuel plant for 

2 Ibid 3. Public Citizen newsletter (WashinK!.on, D C ), January 19116; N,II.' York Tima f'mtu. &ry .26 and No.vember 1 7 ,  196.'), Congll'SSiona! Rud�t Office, Fronaf Support 
'oj U.S Bu.ftn� (WadllnKl.on, . D C.: Government Printinp: Office, 1984). FtOt-ral crop subsidi� tt=�;::t�;:

i
r����n;;:

t
��I;�����big larmen, with rel&tivet}, little RIling to small 

4. Nf!1I) Yorl: .Timer, May 18, 1�4: Wouhin.i:ton Poll, S!.>ptember 15, 1983. 5. Charles Hignam, 1hIdjn� with th� Em'my (New York. Dell. 1983) 6. Federal su�port for the nudcar mdUlitry, for instance, abKIrbs more than half of all nuclear prodllchon �ts. T� Kind"t Culs oj MI. CIltti"fl Bwint3f Silbridin in f-iM-rJi Y .. or 1982, a report by PublIC Citizen CongTtiS WaWh (Wa.'>hington, D C., 1982), p. 6 
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'4.5 billion , under a federal program that picked up 98 percent of the 
cost.1 

Sometimes the state forces the public to pay for the capital investments 
of a private corporation because no one else will. In 1981, the oil and gas 
companies pushed for the construction of a natural-gas pipeline from 
Alaska to California and Illinois, costing an estimated '59 billion. The 
venture was rejected as too risky and too costly by the banks, so the Reagan 
administration sponsored, and Congress passed, a bill that pre-charges to 
hundreds of millions of (.'Onsumers-through their monthly li!;as bills-the 
erpense of the pipeline, even if it is never completed. The charge is as 
much as ,2(X) per family each year and will continue for some twenty 
years. So business and government use the law to force consumers and 
workers to provide all the risk capital with no possibility of gain for 
themselves, while the bili!; companies risk nothing and reap the profits for 
their wealthy stockholders.8 

The government pays out many billions in unnecessarily hili!;h interest 
rates, and permits billions of government dollars to remain on deposit in 
banks without collecting interest. It tolerates overcharging by firms with 
whom it does busines.�. It awards highly favorable contracts to large firms, 
along with lonli!;-term credits, tariff protections, and lowered tax a.�
ments amounting to many billions of dollars yearly. Govern ment makes 
available to defense industries billions of dollars worth of government
owned land, buildings, machinery, and materials, thereby in part saving 
them the job of financing their own investments; and it applit.'S the anti
trust laws in ways that seldom hurt corporate America's interests 

MILITARY SPENDING: BUnERING THE GUNS 
Another way the state keeps the corporate economy afloat is through 
defense spending. Whilf' the military hudget is the most costly and socially 
unpnxluctive means of creating capital accumulation, it is also the most 
profitable and least troublesome for the big companies, since most of the 
co.ru and risks are assumed by the government. 

The Department of Defense (known also as the Pentagon) is the largest, 
richest unit or government. The total ellpenses of the legislative and judici
ary branches and all the regulatory commissions combined constitute little 
more than half of 1 percent of what the Pentagon spends in any given year. 
The military budget (over $300 billion for fiscaI 1987} continues to grow in 
lea�, regardless of whether there is war or peace. After only eight years in 

? Waah/nglon POIi, J.nulr), 27. 1 9112. On the AT&T deal se<" Ste>-e Balxon and Nallcr :n�am. ··Why Do We Spend So Much Moroey?·· Uberatiun, SepiemberIOc!olx'r 1973. 

8 Colman McCarthy m the WaJlillj!ton POJi, November 211, 19111 

For over lorty years the Pentagon has conjured up the specter of Soviet 
military supremacy in order to maintain its hold over the public purse. In 
1956, Americans were alerted to a dangerous "bomber gap"; in 1960, it 
was a "missile gap"; in 1967, an "antiballistic missile gap"; in 1975, a 
"multiple-warhead missile gap." From 1977 through 1981, scare reports 
described how the Soviets had moved ahead in conventional arms. And in 
the 1980s, the Reagan administration repeatedly warned of a "military
spending gap" that threatened to put us fatally behind the Soviets. In each 
instance it was discovered that no such weakness existed and that U.S. and 
NATO capabilities in nuclear and conventional forces were equal or supe
rior to those of the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact nations.1O But 
Con�, ever concerned that it not appear "soft-on-the Russians," has 
continued to vote record military budgets (while trimming a little orr 
White House requests). The image propagated by our leaders and the press 
is of a Soviet "adversary" who is ready to pounce on us-with nuclear 
arms-at the first sign of weakness. 

Actually, in recent years the Soviets unilaterally stopped underground 
nuclear tests and asked Washington to do the same; called for another 
strategic arms limitation treaty between the U nited States and the USSR; 
proposed a SO-percent cut in long-range nuclear missiles and the eventual 
elimination of all nuclear weapons by the year 20((); Signed a no first-use 
pledge regarding nuclear weapons; supported a ban on all weapons in 
outer space; unilaterally stopped all tests on antisateUite weapons; called 
for mutual cuts in East and West con\lentional lorces in Europe and an 
eventual disbanding of both NATO and the Warsaw Pact; propoSt.od a 
nuclear-free Europe; and endorsed a bilateral, verifiable nuclear freeze. In 
each instance, the Reagan administration either did not respond or de
nounced the proposals and actions as "propaganda ploys.'· l '  

Instead, Reagan continued to escalate mililar> spendin�, announ(.'(,d 
his intention to scrap the SALT I I  treaty, and embarked upon a concerted 
eHort to put arms in outf'r space, under the so-called Strategic Defense 
Initiative (501) or "Star Wars. ,. De\louring huge amounts of our scientific 
talent and costing over a trillion dollars. SOl will violate the antiballistic 
missile treaty and the treaty ban on atmospheric testing. It could never 
defend us from an all-out attack from 10,000 Soviet missi\N:, but it is 
designed to minimi7.e a feeble retaliatory response frnm the Soviets after 
they are hit first and most of their missiles are destroyed. It is part of the 
u.S. first-strike arsenal even though paraded as a ·'deff'nse shield.'· Oppo-

10 Fred K:aplan, Dubiow S,wc/eT: A Skf"l.'llco/ Look III the Souitl NUe/tIlT Th".lIf (WlUh 
!ngton, D.C.·  IrutitutefOf Polic)' Stuaae, 1980). Franklyn D. UoIzman, ·· A  Cap? Another? . New York Tlmel, March 9, 1983 

II See Tom Wlcter·s columns, Neu' YOTk Time!, February 211 and A,,!tust 22. 1986 
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office, President Reagan will have spent over $2 trillion ($2,000 billion) on 
defense, eighty times the C05t of the Vietnam War and more than was 
expended in all the years since World War I I .  Some '70 billion of the 1986 
budget was allocated for nuclear weapons alone. During the Reagan era, 
defense procluction grew at three times the clip of u.s. industry as a 
whole .. C:her 30,000 companies are now engaged in military procluction. 
And military-related government agencies sign 52,000 contracts each dOl}, 
or more than 15 million a year. 9 

9. Report b)' the Cent
.
er for Defense InformatIOn, New York Times, September I�, 198ti; 

S��E newsletter (Washmgton, D.C ) March 1985; Georgi Tsagolov, Wor II Their Bwinftl 
(ChICago: Progress Puhllshers. 1985). Tom Gervasi, Arvnlll oj DemOCTtJCy (New 'rork, Crow: lTV. cd. 1981), WaJI",�joll Post, April I , 198,') 

. 
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nents of this push for first-strike nudear superiority by Washington argue 
that it will succeed only in drawing Moscow into a dramatic new escala
tion of the nuclear arms race, thus destabilizing the deterrence balance 
between the two nation. .. , and bringing both closer to a hair-trigger con
Frontation.12 

Prontable Wa.te 
The Pentagnn procurement program is rife with waste, duplication, and 
profiteering. Senior military o£ficers and civilian Pentagon officials, who 
favor certain companies when handing out the billions of dollars in (.'On
tracts, are then rewarded with posh jobs in those very same companies.l1 

The General Account in,!/; Office (CAO), an invcstigative arm of C()n!-:re�s, 
revealed that the defense budget was regularly padded by billions of 
dollars to ensure against congressional cuts. The GAO found thousands of 
duplicate hills written out hy corporate contractors, resulting in huge 
overpayments hy the Defense Department. On one occasion, the Pentagon 
was unable to locate where hair its procurement hudget, a sum of 120 
billion, was being spent, the money having gone to corporate subcontrac
tors about whom no records were kept. It was also discovered that Pen
tagon officials had lost track of '30 billion in weapons and other military 
equipment intended for foreign orders. David Stockman, when servinF; as 
Reagan's Director of the Office of Management and Budget, described the 
Department of Defense as a "swamp of waste" containing up to $30 hillton 
in fat that could be cut with no risks to U.S.  military capacity. l� 

The DeFense Department is una hie to spend its money as fast as it F;f'ts 
it. From 1980 to 1985, the Pentagon's backloF; of funds increased from $H2 
hillion to $244 billion. This wa� not a result of thrift, for no one can throw 
money around like the Pentagon. The Air Force wasted up to $3 billion 

12 Robert Aldndge, f"il""ft Strike I The Pe7l/IIF,On·! Strute�" for Nuclear War (Bostun· So"th 
End Pra<!, [983); Union of Concerned Sdf'ntt�ts, Tht' Fallol1/ oj SIIIT Wllrl (New York 
Vm!age, 1984); Wa.rhinj!/on Putt. June 8, 1986; Neu· York Timf':!", May 27, 1986 In oonjunc· 
tiun with Star Wars, Reagan also lent hu suppor! to It Splice shuttle project that will CO:rl over 
alo billion and witl do ver), httle to advance U S. high.tec::hnological and manufacturing 
indUlOtry, according to David Sanger in !1w> Nl'u· Yurk Timf':!", JanulIT)' 30, 1986 

13 Nt'U-' York Times editorral, Seplember 6, 1986, Wall Street jourfWll, January 8, 1985. 
Cordan Adams, The Iron TtianF,le: The Polrtlc.f oj Dt'Jenu Gonll1lrlin� (New York. Council 
on EC"onomkPrioritie, 1981) 1 4 .  Gordon Adams, ··The Department uf Defense and the Militar)·.lndustriaJ Establish· 
ment:· in Frank Fi>cher BOO Carmen Sirtanni (M ) .  Critlrlll Studie in OrgllniUlllUn ond B .. rt'ou("roe� (Philadelphia: Temple Untversity Press. 1984). p. 324; Harvey Rosenfeld, 
··Fnudu[ent Brlling Custs:· P .. bfie Gitiun , Fehruar)' 1986, p 20; Bu.ri>!.nl Wen, July 2�. 
1978, NI'W York Tlma, May 23. Hl77 TIw> PenlaKlm admtts that it lo-,es or mi�ptaccs more 
than.l btllton of weaponry each )'ellr. New York Timn, Seplember 29. 1985 
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�Ioping a radar jammer while working on a similar jammer with the 
Navy. The Army allocated $ 1 .S billion to develop a heavy-lift helicopter, 
even though it already had such helicopters and the Navy was building an 
almost identical one. The U.S. military has four tactical air forces, one 
each for the Army. Navy, Air Force, and Marines, paid for by the tax
payers. Each flies different aircraft, which means thirty different produc
tion lines and hundreds of thousands of different contracts. IS 

On many defense projects, private companies contract for one price 
but end up charging another. The CSA transport plane had a S4I billion 
cost overrun (and its wings kept falling off). A Navy antisubmarine 
weapon system almost doubled in cost from t3.6 billion to $7 billion. A 
Brookings Institution study estimated that virtually all large military 
contracts have cost overruns from 300 to 700 percent. lll The corporate 
contractors pilfer the public purse on small items too. The military paid 
'511 for light bulbs that cost ninety cents, $640 for toilet seats that cost 
$12, '7,600 for coffee makers, and $900 for a plastic cap to place under 
the leg of a navigator's stool. After paying Boeing Aircrllft $S,096 for two 
pliers. the tough Pentagon procurers reneli!:otiated the price down to 
$1 ,496-a real bargain. 17 

Annllme.nta and the Economy 
Along with condemning excessive and wasteful military spending, we 
might also try to understand its function in capitalist society. Propelled by 
images of a " Soviet Menace," military spending is a way to build both U.S.  
global domination and high profits. For millions of taxpayers, deprived of 
domestic services because the military budget devours such a large chunk 
of the public treasure, defense spending is wasteful. But for the financial 

IS Kai Bird .nd. M.u HoIl.nd. "PentalOn Bulimi .... Nfltion, June 21, 1986; WaPillliton 
Po.t,Janl,l.ry JI, 1985 .nd Aprll 2�, 1986; St. Louy P"'t-DWpDtch. Aprtl 7. 1985 

16 WouI!llIfI:wn Pent, March J, 1981; Sidney LeN, TM Mllltory./ndwtritli Complex (Phil 
aodo!Iphia United Church Press, 1970), chapter I; also WoJalngton Pent, May 2:5, 1985. In OM cIectOe, at leut sllty.eight ..... e.pon systems wen scrapped as unworkable M weapons become more compte. (and more profitable to produce). they also become less functional and fI'K)ft pl'Ol'lt to breakdo ..... l'III, needing eXces!iI¥ely e1.borate m.lntenance and highly Ir.lned personnel: Adams, TM Iron TrMr"g/e; Chri5 Robinson, "Arms Buildup: ElpeNIYe, Elaborate 
aRC! UJdes5,"CIIoCIrdlan, February I .  19S4 One llmior Dd_ Dep..rtment official charged 
that the eost of many millta!)' prodl,lcIJ ..... as 50 percent Mgber th.n necessary bec.Ll$Ie 
contracton railed to makethlnp right the first tIme: Ntw YOt. Tfma, June 26, 1983 

17. WaPilllfl:ton Pent. February 24, March 30, and July II, 1985. and Augwt 21. 1983; Nrw YoMl: TfIlJQ, NoYember 20. 19SJ 
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labor and resources. In any case, arms spending provides fewer jobs than 
any other government expenditure except the space program, and thou
sands of defense workers have lost their jobs in recent years despite the 
escalation in military ex.penditures. A report by the Congres.�ionaI Budget 
Office shows that for every $1 hillion of military spending, at least 4,000 
more jobs could be creatt"d. by the same investment in civilian sector 
product ion. '11) 

Yet military spendinli!: is preferred by the business community to other 
forms of li!:overnment spending as a way of maintaining effective demand 
and ab.�()rbing capital surplus. Government funds invested in public 
works, public transportation, medical research, sch(x)is, scholarships, fire 
fighting, environmental protection, drug rehabilitation centers, and other 
human services expand the public sector of the et.'onomy and redistribute 
income in a way favorable to ordinary citizens, shifting demand to not-for
profit public pursuits and away from the private-profit market. But a 
weapons order is just like an order from a private customer; it pumps 
puhlic money right hllck into the private-profit sector, and redistributes 
income in an upward direction 

To li!:et a herter idea of how much we ,�pend Oil the military. consider the 
followinli!:: The cost of only three B-1 bomhers would finance a year's 
Medicaid for all pregnant women and children livinli!: below the poverty 
lM'el, or buy school lunches for four million children for lin entire school 
year. Every American child could be lifted Ollt of poverty for less than half 
of the 1986 increase in military spending. What the people of Cleveland 
have to spend on armaments in two weeks would he enough to wipe out 
C\e\'eland's debt and end its financial crisis. The money spent annually on 
pt'n�iom for the military bra,'i$ (about $17 hillion). financed exclll�ively hy 
U.S. tax.payers (millions of whom have no pension programs for them
selves), amounts to more than the total cost!. of the federal welfare pro
gram, the school lunch proli!:ram, and all other (·hUd nutrition programs 
combined. The $300 million that Reagan saved in IB8I by denying food 
aid to 700,000 undernourished infants, older children. and pregnant wo
men is equivalent to what the Pentagon spends in ten hOfJrs.2J 

20 Cited in TIu- Wif .... a. Septemher 1986, r. 6; .1<;0 '"T� Milllary F.:conom)." ['I Thtv 
Tim", M.rch 21-27, 19A�; .nd. studies h) F.:mlllnyml'nt Re<carclJ A.<SOCIIli<'S and Council or F..(.�)nomic Priorities �ummarized in W41Ihington P08I. J.nu.ry 13. 1962 

21. Rf"POrt hv the Children'� Def .. n.",· Fund, cittd in I� WflShi"Rtorl P"sr, �b.rch 21. 1985; 
x-ymour Mclrll.n, "The Buller That'� Tradt-d Off fUf CUM," Nl'!.l' Y",k T/mn, Apnl 22. 
[985; aho /'irw York Tima. July 26. 198]. The bulk 01 military peNioru !fOC:S to srnior 

oIficnl "who ate comfortably emronced in t� wClilthidt one·fifth �lf our socit"ty"·: Wash
i"fl:to" P",t. March 10, 198.5 
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and industrial plutocrats who have grown still richer, defense spending is 
wonderful. Consider the following: 

1.  The taxpayers' money covers all the risks of weapons development 
and sales. Unlike automobile manufacturers, who must .... orry about 
selling the cars they produce. the weapons dealer has a contracted 
market, complete with cost-overrun guaranteeo>. 
2. The government picks up most of the costs of production, including 
research. technology, buildings, and lands. Thus, at flm glance, sales 
profits may be 10 percent for a defense contractor. but since the 
company puts up only, say, 20 percent of the equity and gets to keep all 
the profits. then the return on the private investment is more like 50 
percent (or 78 perct>nt in the case of Chrysler's contract on the M. I 
tank). Companies like Boeing, Litton, Tenneco, and RCA enjoy a 
return on their military a..ssets that is easily two or three times higher 
than on their commercial investrncnts.IR 
3_ Almost all contracts are awarded without competitive bidding, at 
just about whatever price a corporation names, ensuring high costs, fat 
profits, low productivity, and inflation. 
4" The overproduction of consumer products leads to a glutted market 
and a falling rate of profit, a chronic tendency under capitalism. The 
armaments market provides a whole new area of demand and capital 
investment that d� not compete with the consumer market and is 
virtually limitless. Not long after one generation of armaments comes 
off the assembly line. it becomes technologically obsolete, to be re
placed by more expensive weapons. 

Taking into account the multiplier effect of a dollar spent and the 
network of subsidiary services that feed indirectly off the defense dollar, 
possibly a fifth of all economic activity in the United States is dependent 
on military expenditures. U.S.  leaders have acknowledged that the arms 
budget is dictated in part by the needs of the corporate economy rather 
than by defense needs. Thus. Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger de. 
scribed the massive military spending of the 1980s as "the second half of 
the administration's program to revitalize America."l!! True, defense 
spending creates jobs. So do pornography and prostitution. But there are 
many more socially useful, less wasteful things that might command our 

1 8 .  N ew  YoMl: Time, July J, 1 986 ;  WoJ!:lngton P"'t. April I, 1 985 ;  J a mes  Cypher, ' The  
8&sic Eoonomic:ol of 'Rearmlng America.· . .  Mo"th/Ij RnMw, NoloOember 1981, pp. 11-27 

19. Cypher. "'The Basic EconomiC1 of 'Rearming AmerICa.'" p. IS 
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The Military Culture 
The leading beneficiaries of defense buildup, the giant corporations, help 
propagate the military's cause with skmful lob6ymg, campalgn contrihu
tions, and mass advertising that stresses the importance of keepinli!: Ampr
ica on its arms-spending binge. The Pentagon itself spends many millions a 
year on exhibitions, films, publications, and recruitment tours to schools 
and a flood of press releases, planted as "news reports" in the media, to 
propagate the military's view of the world.1Z Increasingly, high schools are 
offering military programs through Junior Reserve Officers Training 
Corps. At  the college level. the Reagan administration has cut student 
scholarships while increasinli!: the numher of ROTC scholarships, thereby 
makinli!: it financial!} hard{'r 10 Kraduate as a civilian and easier to gra<in" 
ate as an officer. Meanwhile. war toys, television programs, and Hol
lywood films like Rambo do their shal'{' to bolster a violent cold-wllr, 
militaristic climate. 

, Pentagon-financed research ha.� increased greatly over the years, ah
sorbing upwards of a haIr of all the academic and commercial scientific 
talent in the country, accompanied by increasing Pentagon controls ovcr 
how the money is spent. Two-thirds of federally funded research and 
development for fiscal year 19R7 went for military projects.2.1 As one 
researcher at MIT noted: "Our Job is not to advance knowledge but to 
advance the military."2( Many social scientists have joined programs fi
nanced by the military. In hundreds of conferences and in thousands of 
brochures, articles, and books written by memhers of the academic com
munity who are in the pay of the government, military propaganda is lent 
an aura of academic objectivity. Ca.�ting a shadow on their own inteli!:rity 
as scholars and teachers, such intellectuals transmit to an unsuspecting 
public the military view of reality and the Pentagon"s sense of its own 
indispensability. 

22. Ernest Dru.cker. "Military Recruitment in Our High Scl!ooI5." I"tt'rvnltion, Winter 
1985, pp. 16--20; Pltrlcia Morri.�roe, "1..arl/t'St Filmmaking Machiroe in the World," Pflradt'. 
May 10, 1981, pp 16-- 17, Willialn Fulbright. TIu- Pen/flgon Propagondo Mochin� (New 
York: Vlntalt, 1971). That it h.ppeN to be a federal off_ to use tupayen' money to 
propapndiz.ethe publk seerns not to h.� deterred the milit.ry. 2:1. New YoMl: Tlrn.c. February 6, 1986.nd JUM 26, 198J; WoJa-l"lI:ton Pod. December I .  
1985. 'The government Jpends .bout t ..... ice lIS much research money on milita!), fitO&l� lIS on  .11 othet social goals combined. The patent rights of mast p"h1ic1y funded reM'arch end lip in the 
hands of big burJness. Thus. the only legat mechanism for transferrinp: scientific knowledlt tn 
the publk Is throu¢' the private· profit m.rket: DaVid D>Ckson, TIu- Nt'1lJ Po/lt� oj ScinuY 
(New yon:: Pantheon. 19fJ.4) � QUOIed 'n Bert Coehran, The WII�S!ptem (New Y<lrk Macmillan, 19f1.'I;), p. XJ7 
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92 I Dern()('"racy jor tilt> Few 
If we deFine "military state" as any polity that devotes the major 

portion of its public resourre� to purposes of war, then the United States is 
a military state, the biggest in history. A civilian comtitutional govern
ment is as capable of becoming a militarist power as is a dictatorship. The 
political system of a nation is of less importance in determining its military 
capacity than is the need to bolster capital accumulation and corporate 
profits, the need to guard against real or imagined foreign enemies, and 
the need to f'xpand and def�nd overseas investment areas. 
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March 29, 1 988 

To Whom It May Concern : 

As a native Idahoan and long-time resi dent of thi s area , I bel i eve that 
have the right and respons i bi l i ty to speak out on the i s s ue of the SIS  
proj ect proposed for the INEL s i te near Idaho Fa l l s .  I am very much 
opposed to the project, especi a l ly here, on the grounds that we have 
quite enough nuclear material to destroy the worl d .  and I do not bel i eve 
any arguments that the product from this  project would enhance world 
securi ty ,  for we are in a mania to construct weapons these day s ,  and no 
security wi l l  fol low the sel f-destruction that it is a l l  l eadi ng to. 
Additional concern for the effect that this would have on the frag i l e  
envi ronment of t h i s  area leaves m e  wi thout a doubt about m y  fee l i ngs  
here: I am one of a great s i l ent majority--that often-invoked body-
that does not want the S I S ;  unl i ke most of that majori ty ,  who do not 
want to speak out because of pressures concern i ng jobs , I am wi l l i ng 
to say so. 

Let us turn our efforts to more humane, more creative, more stabl e ,  
and safer ways to improve the economy. 

/ . � / . .  �. erely, 4/ . 
<... ' MtZ..-- ([,� ___ 

di e C. ca'ri l 
616  E. Ha l l  i day 
Pocatel l o ,  Idaho 
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W R I T T E N  T E S T I MONY S U B M I T T E D  
by B o b b i  R a h de r ,  454 N .  Haye s ,  P o c a t e l l o , 1 0  8 3 204 
Aga i n s t  t h e  S pe c i a l  I s o t ope S e p a r a t i o n  P r o j e c t  
M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

I would l i ke t o  e x pr e s s  my o p i n i o n  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  S I S  
p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  I d aho N a t i on a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  L a bo r a t o r y .  

My f a m i l y  a n d  I j u s t  m o v e d  t o  P o c a t e l l o  in J a n u a r y  b e c a u s e  
we w e r e  i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  we had me t h e r e  and b e c a u s e  
we t h o u g h t  I d a h o  w a s  a s a f e  and c l ean p l a c e  t o  r a i s e  o u r  
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n . I w a s  q u i t e  u p s e t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  a v e r y  
w a s t e fu l  and d a n g e r o u s  p r o j e c t  was s e r i o u s l y  b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  
f o r  t h i s  a r e a . I s e t  o u t  t o  f i n d  o u t  a l l  I c o u l d  about 
t h e  SIS s o  that I c ou l d  unde r s t a n d  why it w a s  being suppo r t e d . 

F r o m  w h a t  I have l e a r n e d  of t h e  fun c t i o n s  of t h e  I N E L ,  t h e r e  
a r e  s o m e  v e r y  i mp o r t a n t  a n d  p e a c e f u l  u s e s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  
s u c h  a s  t h e  B o r o n  N e u t r o n  C a p t u r e  T h e r a p y  b r a i n  c a n c e r  
t r e a t m en t .  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  a g o o d  u s e  f o r  t he f a c i l i t y .  
Howe v e r , I s e e  n o  r e a s o n  t o  t urn t h e  INEL i n t o  a b o m b  
f a c t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l ly now o f  a l l  t im e s  in h i s t o r y .  P e o p l e  
a round t h e  w o r l d  now k n o w  o f  t h e  dang e r s  o f  n u c l e a r  w a r  
and a r e  m a k i n g  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  a v o i d  on e .  Even P r e s i d e n t  
R e a g a n  n o w  s u p po r t s  t h e  i n t e r m ed i a t e - range m i s s i l e  t r ea t y .  
T h i s  t r e a t y  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  s u b s e quen t t r e a t i e s  w i l l  make 
bomb f a c t o r i e s  o b s o l e t e .  

O t h e r  knowledge a b l e  p e o p l e  h a v e  s a i d  p u b l i c ly t h e r e  i s  n o  
n e e d  for m o r e  p l u t on i um i n  t h e  w o r l d .  A m o n g  t h e m  a r e  
S e n . M a r k  Ha t fi e l d ,  R - O r e . ,  P a u l  Warnke , f o r m e r  a rm s  
n e g o t i a t o r , a n d  W i l l i a m  C o l b y ,  f o r m e r  C e n t r a l  I n t e l l i ge n c e  
Agency d i re c t o r .  

A l l  r e a s o n a b l e  i n f o r m e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  now know a l so 
t h a t  p l u t onium is t h e  d e ad l i e s t  subs t a n c e  known to man . 
I f  we c on c ede t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no n e e d  f o r  m o r e  p l u t onium 
b e c au s e  t h e  two l a r g e s t  c oun t r i e s  i n  t h e  world a r e  r e d u c i n g  
t h e i r  n u c l e a r  a rm s  s t o c k p i l e s ,  t h e n  we m u s t  a d d re s s  t h e  
p r o b l em o f  t h e  s t or a g e  o f  t h e  p l u t onium a l r e ady e x i s t in g  
and d i s a r m i n g  t h e  n u c l e a r  a r m s  t h a t  a r e  p u t  o u t  o f  u s e . 
In t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  p l u t on i u m  h a s  been produc e d ,  t he D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  E n e r g y  s t i l l  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i gu r e  o u t  a w a y  t o  
r i d  i t s e l f  o f  n u c l e a r  wa s t e .  N o  v i a b l e  s t o r a g e  s y s t e m  h a s  
b e e n  de v i s e d .  I n  f a c t ,  I NEL a l ready h a s  20 y e a r s  w o r t h  o f  
n u c l e a r  w a s t e  t o  be d i s po s e d  o f .  I f  t h i s  w a s t e  i s  m o v e d  t o  
a n o t h e r  s t o r a ge s i t e , w h a t  o f  t h e  t r a n sp o r t a t i on o f  t h i s  
d e a d l y  s u b s t a n c e ?  

I l i v e  i n  downt own P o c a t e l l o  a n d  I w o r r y  a bo u t  s o m e  k i nd o f  
i n t e r s t a t e  o r  r a i l r o a d  a c c i d e n t  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  w h e r e  
m y  fam i ly l i v e s . As f a r  a s  I know t h e r e  i s  n o  k i n d  o f  
a g e n c y  t o  mon i t o r  t h i s  t r a n s p o r a t i o n  o f  d a n g e r o u s  m a t e r i a l s  
a n d  no d i sa s t e r  p r e p a redn e s s  p l a n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a p r o b l em i f  
i t  a r i s e s .  
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And fina l l y ,  I � o u l d  l i ke to add r e s s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a s p e c t  
of t h e  S I S .  I have r e a d  t h a t  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h a t  
I d a h o  n e e d s  t h e  7 50 t em p o r a r y  j o b s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i shed 
by t he S I S .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g , i t  i s  well known t h a t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  w i l l  o n l y  be a b l e  t o  be i n  p r odu c t i o n  f o r  7 t o  8 
y e a r s  B n d  t h e n  t h o s e  p e o p l e  a r e  o u t  of a j o b .  I s  t h a t  
a n  e co n om i c a l ly v i a b l e  o p t i o n ?  Wha t I d a h o  n e e d s  t o  p u r sue 
is more d i v e r s e  e c o n om i c  a l t e r n a t i v e s  s o  t h a t  when the 
l u m be r i n g , m i n i n g  and f a r m i n g  bus i n e s s e s  are d e p r e s s e d ,  
t h e re a r e  o t her bu s i n e s s e s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  s u p p o r t t h e  e c on o m y  
o f  t h e  a r e a . Bu i ld i n g  a n  o b s o l e t e  bomb f a c t o r y  a t  t h e  I N E L  
i s  n o t  a w a y  t o  d i v e r s i fy t h e  e c onomy . 

Wha t I hope I h a v e  p r oved in my t e s t i mony i s  t h a t  t h e  S I S  
i s  o p p o s e d  by m e  a n d  my f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  obs o l e t e ,  
and t he r e f o r e  a wa s t e  o f  m o n e y  and r e so u r c e s ,  i s  n o t  a 
s a f e  s u b s t a n c e  to be dea l i n g  w i t h ,  and w i l l  n o t  be t h e  
b i g  f i na n c i a l  boon t o  t h e  I d a h o  e c onomy t h a t  DOE � o u l d  l i k e  
u s  t o  t h i n k . 

I have b e e n  v e r y  i m p r e s sed w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  I h a v e  m e t  h e r e  
w h o  h a v e  made i t  t h e i r  bus i n e s s  t o  find o u t  a b o u t  t h e  S I S  
a n d  t o  make t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  I N E L  and t h e  DOE . 
T h e s e  p e o p l e  c a r e  a b o u t  n o t  p r odu c i n g  m o r e  nu c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
� h o s e  o n l y  purpo s e  i s  t o  k i l l .  They c a r e  a b o u t  t h e  h e a l t h  
a n d  s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  g rand c h i l d r e n  and g r e a t 
g r a n dc h i l dr e n . The s e  p e o p l e  know w h a t  i s  be s t  f o r  Idaho 
and I h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  be t r e a t ed with r e s pe c t  f o r  t h e i r  
o p i n i on s .  I h o p e  t h e  D O E  w i l l  r e a l i ze t h a t  m o s t  I d a h o a n s  
i f  g i ven a l l  t h e  f a c t s  w o u l d  be a g a i n s t  t h e  S I S  b e c a u s e  i t  
i s  unn e c e s s a r y ,  n o t  s a fe f o r  o u r  c h i ldren , and n o t  good 
f o r  t h e  I d a h o  e co n o m y . 

Thank y o u  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t un i t y  to e x p r e s s  my o p i n ion . 

[ 7 6 2  
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The SpeCial Isotope Separating process 15 needed to maintain our 

nuc lear arsenal. Also, it can be used to create more nuclear weapons. 

I am in favor of a reduction in nuclear arms--and strongly opposed to 

the production of any more nuclear weapons! I realize that if the S . L S .  

is not built i n  Idaho, i t  will prol;ably be built fJomeld"iere else. I also 

realize that other states do not want the S . L S . either. Do not build 

it here in Idaho. 

(X:'� 
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I oppose locating the Special Isotope Separation process ath the 

Nucleqr Reactor Teastlng Site in Idaho. 'That I oppose the idea of obtaining 

more weapons-grade plutonium in a world where far too many nuclear weapons 

already exist, 1s just one reason . The "site" in our desert has been 

promoted for years as a peacful faclllty that 1s used to test the safety 

and hazards of nuclear power. The S . I . S .  would change the focus and 

attitude of our testing facility, as well as change the attitude of 

our state . Please 

, . .,, �, �'" "���� 
1'-1 ':J /,/ � ?� 
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March 29, 1 988 
To Whom It May Concern : 

I am a native of Idaho and a l ong-time resident of Pocate l l o  who wi shes to 5 2 7  6 1 express h i s  concern and unhappiness over the proposal to locate the S I S  • •  • 

project at the INEL s i te near Idaho Fal l s .  It i s  hard to protest anything 
that might represent an i mprovement in the economy of the area9 and so 6 2 I come to this  with some caution and regre t .  But the fears of env i ronmental • 

damage , a l ong with the di sgust at continued spending for mi l i tary purposes ,  
override my hesi tations about speaking out . Despite assurances of safeguards 6 5 5 and protections , I am s i c k  with the thought that we are wi l l i ng , even eager, • •  

to a l l ow the i nevitable di scharge of carcinogens i nto our water suppl ies , 
into the soi 1 we eat from. Are we so badly in need of jobs that we are wi 11 i n g  
t o  a l l ow o u r  grandch i l dren a n d  great-grandc h i l dren t o  p a y  t h e  cost of them 3 2 1 
with the i r  health and perhaps the i r  l i ves? We a l l  know the miserable record 

• •  
of agencies establ i shed to protect the publ i c  against this possibi l i ty ;  only 
a fool woul d convince himse l f  that thi s time things wi l l  be di fferent .  

We d o  need productive and meaningful job opportuni ties i n  this  regi on . But we 5 2 7  1 0  
shou l d  be turn i ng our creative and pol i tical efforts toward other, less 

• •  

destruct i ve and futi l e  means ; turning our money toward more constructive 
and l ong-range types of work. Please l ook elsewhere for this busi ness .  

�1� 
Dante Cant ri 1 1  
1 244 E .  Lander 
Pocatel l o ,  Idaho 
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EDITH WIETHORN [:> RESEARCH/PLANNING/DESIGN 

S . L S .  Hearings 

Twin Falls, Idaho 

March 28, 1988 

I want to state that I oppose building the S. L S .  plutonium 

refinery in Idaho, and that I supp:>rt the "no action" option for the 

S . L S .  

The Draft Envirormental Irrpact Statemmt is fatally flawed in 

tv.o major ways. First , it does not take into account the big picture, 

which is: a biologically sustainable future on the planet . Plutonilttn 

technology is a grave threat to a sustainable future J mether it is 

used for t:x:::nDs or for nuclear fuel . 

Plutonium technology threatens life on earth because it increases 

background radiation, and there is no level of radiation Vibich is 

without biological effects. 

Plutonium technology releases freon into the atIrDsphere. We 

know that freon causes loss of ozone fran the atnDsphere . Last fall, 

after a study by [I[)re than 100 SCientists fran a.ramd the VoOrld, an 
international treaty was signed to phase out technology and products 

which re lease freon. 

Plutonium technology generates chemical toxins v.bich cannot be 

aboorbed into the environmmt without hann, and we knCM' that pollution 

of groundwater is a rising problem across Jim?rica. 

Nuclear v.eapons, and the nuclear deterrent to war which seared 

to exist men Anerica invented the bcuiJ, have tx:x::rreranged back to us. 
Q.rr military-industrial ccrrplex has exported nuclear technology a.ramd 

the v.orld. Tcx1ay many smll and p:>litically volatile countries have 

nuclear technology. Tcx1ay our great need is a new deterrent to war . 
I IIl2!an not the new generation of laser �ns, but a 'iJ.Orld view 

..m.ich supports a sustainable future on the planet . 

The second rrajor flaw of the Draft Enviro�ntal Irrpact State

DEnt is that it ignores everyday reality: the reality that nuclear 

2081788-2133 BOX 1507. HAILEY, IDAHO 83333 
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technology has proven to be unsafe. The Draft EnviIomnental Inpact 

Staterent gives us circular, sinplistic assurances about safety micb 

si.rr:ply are not credible. Anyone who has read the newspaper in the 

past several decades knows of the devastating accidents, spills, leaks 

and storage problEmS micb have given rise to the Super FUnd and 

mlti-billion dollar cleanup bills at an arI!ay of nuclear sites mich 

includes the LN.E.L. right here in Idaho. 

'lbe Draft Enviromrental Inpact Stateuent offers a safe and sunny 

version of the S . I .S. Vibich is like looking at the sunny, tidy surface 

of things at LN.E.L. The reality is that below the tidy surface 

the aquifer is already p:>lluted with tritium and threatened with 

transuranic wastes Miich are leaching below their storage site. 

The S . L S. VoUUld generate nore transuranic wastes. Governor 

Andrus has stated that he does not support long-term waste storage 

in Idaho. Yet the reality is that the I .N.E.L. stores waste ..nich 

the Depar1:lrent of Energy pranised to renove IIBllY years ago. People 

in New Mexico bitterly oppose the waste storage site prop:>sed there. 

And now there is seepage . Seepage was i.rr:plicated mere a Russian 

waste chmp in the Ural Iobuntains exploded in March, 1958. Clouds of 

radiation were blown hundreds of miles. 'lbe area is DON a wasteland. 

Drivers are warned not to stq> as they pass through. I believe the 

people in New Mexico will succeed in rejecting the waste chmp. No 
one wants long-term waste storage now that the short-tenn realities 

have becare CClmDn knowlege . 

Life in Idaho depends on the aquifer . We can It call in water 

fran .sc:uE other place in the arid West if we screw up the aquifer . 

Agriculture depends on the aquifer and a clean enviroIlIIEnt. 'Iburism 

depends upon the aquifer and a clean enviroIlIIEnt. 'Ib build a plutonitml 

refinery on top of the Snake River Aquifer ViUUld be a reckless insult • 
to the gift of life contained in our water. It �ld be a sacrilege. 

It reminds De of an ooservation fran Jules Ienry , the &>Cia! psychologist . 

Ie said, "Life ten:pts us with sm.ll favors to carmit great cr:iIres. "  

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 1 5 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1 

5 . 1 2 . 1  
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I believe the jobs the S . L S .  v;ould offer are "sm.ll favors" as 

6 . 1 . 8 COlpared with the threat the S . l .S.  \\QUId offer to the existing econOOlY 

in Idaho and to the biosphere. 

Yet the need for jobs is not a S1JB.ll lIIltter. When I look at the 
people who want the jobs, I see their energy and strength , and their 

"can do" attitude , and I feel like 1 1m looking at sore of the best 

qualities in hurmn nature. I believe the highest challenge for our 

5 . 2 7  . 7 . 1 7 political leaders and planners is to lead toward technology and progress 

which is life supporting, and to phase out death industries. 

4 . 2 . 1 

There is such leadership in our national Senate and lb�, but 

it I S not caning fran Idaho. It ' s  ccming fran california, Wisconsin, lOOntana, 

Oregon, Texas, in fact fran serre of the very states which Governor /;?�,tL .
Andrus IUU'lES as our top carpetition for new teclmology business . �t4, 
I believe the fact that there states are leaders in phasing out death / 
ind.Istries is one thing that RBkes them attractive to new technology 

business
eihich are not hazardous in nature . 

With our national glut of plutonium, according to Department of 

Energy Secretary John Herrington , and with the INF treaty reducing 

nuclear anns, there is no good reason anyvtlere why Idaho should take 

the path with plutonium. Our country is engaged in a great debate 

ab:mt direction for the future , and history will tell the tale. Idaho 

is sure to be featured in the story . 

In California, they ' re calling for a reY.Tite of all the history 

bJoks. california is one of 22 states that tuy boJks in a block. 

Here ' s  Mlat California Superintendent of Education Bill lbnig says : 

"It 's important to go back to first principals . "  

"California's new requirenents, titled the 'History-3ocial 
Science FrSlOOYlOrk , I will require publishers to • • •  tell history 
as a drarmtic narrative story ; reoore myths, legends , heroes , 
and villians; opt for deeper study of critical m::::m:mts; focus 
on I literacy' in ethics, civics, dem:Jcracy , econcmics, and 
geography; and instroduce concepts of character, rooral issues , 
inner strengths, and evils. Especially enphasized will be 
'historical enpathy ' - to give students the background 
and content necessary for an 'E!lDtional , ilmginative 
invol venent I with the pressures, options, ideas and causes 
that led to historytmking. "  

Th ank  you. 

�y Roberl Marqulnd 
�"' ''' lI>eOw''''on � 1.b'oo1<W SanF .. nclICO eAlJfOnN1AhruJ,madethemostdecJ' -,-- ', sivePlov;:ryetln �hathas lx!1::�J.l'ea 

-"llnUonaJ-cnisade to -ImprOVe' Ule 
'quality o� history textbooks. " .... 

This stale - at $200 mlllioll a yeat the 
nll�ioll's l.>Jtl:esl l.>uy,.,r of schoo1b?oks -,un· 
veiled last Wcdn"'�ay a new ,set ot liliIlory 
guidelines Ulai, If adhered tb;'wlltrequire � "  

�(u�hI"S, amf'lhere i �  no slate of IlrcRI"T nll1,scquence 
1llll10llal education goings-on thun Cahfomia," 

E<lucators polnl nut that hl�lory book!!, 11II1i1(C phys �
I
:�:t:

f 
��

n
��I�(\e

��l��e�!f.�I"r�n�h.,I,lighlY. ehlll1! world history, New l>?O� Will' 00 jlCO;:UCU lor Il\� 
"ilistory book� general" a �pcci�1 kind of hellt:' su all 12 �rad�s. . :. -: .��,;.::'�'''��'r·''':- " , 'YaJ 

educator Gilbert Sewall. whoJllst finished ;1I1 lI.'I.'l<:M1n1 Callfomw. made headhnes In 1085 when iel4111",'1 
or Ioislory I<'xthol)k quality. "Wlmt th"y indlld ... , h' rerused to adop.t blolo!ly \.exL, that Inad- ,-,_. 
l�ley i1Se sl;anu:d, h:l5 ;t lot UI d" wilh the ilext g,-'TlO! cqlla,tcly tle:llt w,th the subject ofevolullon.', 

1l0il'S wldcrstandinll of lhis '-'OlIlIlry." �'���!���?. : .. �,���,' Ilt. lIonig'�!�!,.so,lvc·'-'� 
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GILBERT R .  MOORE 7 2 6  Ca rriage Ln . Twin Pa l l s ,  r d .  8 3 3 0 1  
&hID' 'r 773 

Notes re the SIS Proposed Project at INEL 

1 .  I SAW HIROSHIMA liND NlIGlISAKI JJ\PlIN ,., ptF.W YElIRS APTER BEING BOMBED , H I RO
SHIMA BY URANIUM 1.-35 liND NlIGlISlIKI BY PLUTONIUM, ONE GRAM PLUTmN IUM ACT
IVlITED DESTRoYED NlIGASAKI ( l/3 TIIE WT OF' l\ PENNY . TERRIBLE SIGHT . IT I S  WAR 

2 . 1  liM AGl\INST THE SIS : PRIMl\RY REl\Sr�N-NO REQUlREMENT :NO EVIDENCE OF NEED 
IN Ers OR OTHER Dl\Tl\ . SIS IS A RE1\GON CARRYOVER PROM WARMONGERING "EVIL 
EMPIRE" PAMNOI"' . GOVT OFFICIALS ARE CON.PUSED, POLICIES CONTRADICTORY, THE 
SliME IN l\ GRICULTURE . SIS IS 1\ PORK BARREL PROJECT , A  WPl\ Ml\KE WORK BLUNDER 
POR WOULD-BE SCIENTISTS , POLITICAL HACKS liND "Fl\IL STEADILY UPwA RD" GOWIES. 
('kICK EM UPSTl\ I RS" TERM IS OBSOLETE- BOTH INDUSTRY liND GOVT. ) 

3 .  TOTlI L SIS PROGRAM I S  DISHONEST, FROM FALSE REQUIREMENTS TO THE MANY PAID 
"lIXES-TO-GRIND" SPElIKERS liT 'TIIESE HEARINGS 4 A LSO INCLUDES OUR ELECTED 
POLITICIlINS WITH HIGHLY QUESTIONlIBLE MOTIVES , A PPlIRENT MIS PLACED LOYALTIES, 
'TI-iROWING AWAY BILLIONS , EVENTUlILLY KILr ... ING Ml\NY' OF OUR OWN PEOPLE l'ROM 
POLLUTION ,..THIS IS II VOTE BUYING & " S PECIAL INTEREST"ACTION AT ITS LOWESTUvd. 

SEE 3 BELOW lIDD-ON. 
4 . ACCIDENTS 00 -H1\ PPEN: JlINUlIRY 3 , 1  q61 3 men kil led at INEL � There.9 been 14 

NOTlIBLE (MEANS CliNT HIDE) NUCI,F..1\R ACCIDENTS SINCE 1 9 5 7 ,  9 IN THE US .HUMAN 
AND EQUIPMENT FAILURES EVENTUA LLY PlILL TO THE LAWS 01" AVERAGES , HAVE IN 
THE PAST liND WILL CONTINU E . CANNOT LEGISLATE OR BUY TOTA L FREEDOM PROM ACCID, 

5 . GOVT NOT A RESPONSIBLE PlIRTY , A SK PEOPLE IN UTAH, WILL IDAHO BE NEXT? 

6 .  IN MY CONSIDERED OPINION THE EIS IS SERIOUSLY DEPICIENT IN 3 AREAS : 
I . NO RADIlITION MAXIMUM lILLOWANCE TlIBLES, MAKING THE REST MF..1\NINGLESS .  
2 . ESTIM1\TED QUANTITIES/KINDS OF " M1\ TERIALS UNlICCOUNTED FOR" ( MUP) MISSING. 

(THOUSlINDS OF KILOS OF MDIOACTIVE MATERIAL ARE MUP YEA RLY FROM ALI. OTHER 
NUCLElI R PROCESSING PlICILITIES) SUS PECTED-MOSTLY AIR POLLUTION . (UNREPORTED) 

3 . NO STUDY 01" EFPECTS ON TOURISM OR AGRICULTURE , SHORT OR LONG TERM. (VITAL) 

7 .  IF' II NUCLElIR DEVICE WERE EXPLODED 200-250 MILES lIBOVE NEBRASKA THE ENERGY 
DEVELOP,'\\"IN A WlIVE CALLED ELECTROM1\GNETIC PULSE (EMP) , WOULD BE LIKE A 
IARGE F'IAT LIGHTNING BOLT!a O , OOo VOLTS/METER A T  300 AMPS/SQUlIRE METER , 
SO INTENSE IT WOULD BURN OUT ALL SOLID STlITE DEVICES IN THE US . IT 1'0LLQWS 
lINY ELECTRIClIr;� CONDUCTOR, BUR1IING OUT ALL COMPUTERS, TELEPHONE SYSTEMS , A NY  
SOLID STATE CONTROLS , INCLUDING NUCLEAR POWER PIANTS I AA ILROAD SYSTEMS , A  IR
PU\NE CONTROLS , EVEN lIUTOS WITH THE SOLID STATE CONTROLS .NO WATER, NO GAS , 
NO ELECTRICITY, NO TV, NO TELEPHONES , SHIELDING I S  VERY DIFFICULT , Hl\RD TO 
MAINTlI IN, EXPENSIVE.WE liRE AWARE OF THIS 5/fie� " l q"�(?L- t r-- I,DECIASS IP'IED 

IN 80 ' S . PIBER OPTICS NOT lIPFECTED. GOVY WORKING HARD, VERY LITTLE PRACI'ICAL 
SUCCESS . ONJ ... Y PEW UNITS PROTECTED. BILLIONS SPENT . RUSSIA, ENGIAND, PRANCE 
l\LL HAVE SAME PROBLEM . C""f'-'bt: - ra.. (\,of:.o� l"">�)( re.<!f/c Nbf 61f:;'c!rl.,cf..\C1e(1 
WE HAVE OUTSMl\ RTED OURSELVES ,  TIMES CHl\NGE, PEOPLE CHl\NGE, EVEN WARMONGERS . 
OH WELL. WHO WlINTS WlIR ANYWAY ? 

LEMNON 
3 Cont ' d :  : OUR GOVT SUPPORTS TERRORISM AND KILLING IN ISRAEL " N IClIM GUA liND 

EL SlIINADOR ,WHILE S I S  BROllDENS TflE PROGRAM HERE AT HOME: 

. • " .  I , :!A.lll · Nl;(E' tl.�pLE ' . ll"ILO ·'W�APO�S �f, 'tiM< 

2fOAHO :STeP �� . tS  .. 
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STATEMENT RIDARDING TKE PROPOSED :jPJ�IAL 150'1':;P.l': �;Bl).\R4.TION PHO,r �;GT . . .  ----_ ........ . _---

Hy ntille is Bob rt.<lnaofll . I ,\r" a native of lrii-l.ho. 'l'herlt i� �b.'3()lutely no 'oj"",! 
I \lii11 SUpfiort A. pro j e c t  tJ'v-t.t pOHe� :-'Jll(;h .:l tr�!le!\dou.'3 threa t  to' the envi.l'OW�ll t ,  

,:,conollY and certainly life o f  not only th':l.t o f  Id-'lho. The propol3"d 5 . 1 .5 .  t'i 
such a projec t .  

Th �  ,li r! Leul t ""GI);tr.>�.lie s i .  tll,( t lon. .In this ro"3ioll h'13 encour<t6ed .':lorue p-o:ople 

to play ho �.; t to � 'pl'oj,�,� t t:nt calles to UI3 l.lflricr exaggerated governmenthll 

"need" and b\m��it to th� p,>npl.� or I,hho. 

The fact the.t the DepDx tflent o� �n�r;::;y \¥oulrl cnl1" iJl-?r a eight that i� hoth 
Ln I-{ toeolo.:::iG�lll�' ;v:: tiv� ar�ll 'lnJ �'.Jove the Snake River Plain Aquifer Aho .... s 
its ' callous disreg'lrci for th� �nviro�ent "nli lone tenil 1"1!11-l) .. > Ln:.; of the 

people '.-'ithin the area of :iJl.pac t .  In 1'}71 tile D . O . :,�.  :\.'3.'�urcd our GO'I,�rn()I' 

,�.ndrUB thl:lt existing Wf\stP. .... ould b� r'�"10v,=-,1 rrol·t ;'t.,' " :·"!'n.:?()r<rrJ" >,')l·.l il1:; .,1; 
! . N . E . L .  I t  ne"er h<J,�ll=lened. �-ecently studie.s h ..... v�) ·shown that plutoniuln h"\s 

contaminEttt"d l'J�dh1'mt be'];O; ,-:::30' bp.lm·/ the hl\r.lc'l,l er,lLlf1<ls. Again there it; rnuch 

unc"!rthillf,y "If�)' '1 ;!:ieh t for th$ rad10A.ctive \"aste pro(luc�(l by th+f '1 . 1 . � .  
p !'O j � c t .  This ,�\lrl�(l t o  the ",lr,,,,,,dy existine poor I'!'!COI"r] i n  tl'il1181)o.d .. Lne "'a..st� 
c.o:l�tainly 31.il-rk.S the cr,;"d ihil i ty of thO;! D . O .  ,,; . ' .� A..� -1urA.nC., of safety as dubi()ll�. 

(Not to r1en tirm \,,:v-t !; h'lf! occur�,l .�I; !l."l.nford, Wash . )  

Not anI,. do I 0r'11oPl"" th� � .  T . � .  in ·Llc-th<.) , hut I oppose its' conatruction 

l'\n,,"'h�roJ! I do not connider sl.l!lport tor S . ! . ,') .  i'\li beinG '3u�rJpor t for PEACE. 

/' 

E 7 7 5  

c , . I. '-J- r1 7� Virginia A.h CjCfL-l 'J e I f � �09 lith A .. o. II. 
Buhl, Idaho 83316 
Can:l.ld.ate Idaho House, Diet. 23 

Seat C 

In speaking with different people pout this hearing, I t1nd there 1s 80lIl8 con

fusion. We need to understand tirl5t that there 1s • dirterenee •• tween sse and SIS. 

Tbe sse, the Supercorductlng Super Colllder, viII be the largest SCientific 

inst2uJDent ever to .e made and 1 t 1ISed8 a home. Idaho offered it, begged for 

it, .ut ve were turned down .ecauee the D<lIi: determined that we tell short in the 
. area ot regional resource" I we lacked the great research unbersi ty near I.NIL, the 

airport tacilities needed, and cultval, recreational, hOUBing, and employtlBnt 

opportunities tor !!Jtatt aBi their tamilies and a good educational ByateDl tor the" 

children ot the scienti!!Jta who vould .e working on the sse. The sse could bo 

called, in a tera we all UlIder"tand, ""enip". 

The SIS, the Special Isotope Separator, is a laser "eparation technology to .e 

used to l1pu-if'y1l plutonium far mlclear weapons. SClDe expert.8 claim. it i" only 8. 
partially deTeloped technology and is experimental. In terms we can all UlIderBtand, 

the SIS could .e leeled "malignant. "  Are ve the ideal site, "a wasteland"? 

We all understand that there are tour chOices the DOl can make: Hantord, the 

SaTannah Rber Plant, 1m. ( Idaho National Engineering t.aoratory ) ,  or I no-action' .  

I Tote tor the no-acticm alterD8tiTe •• oalse, and I quote freta p. 5-11, Executin 

SUlIIIIBl'Y from the Draft Enrtro.,..ntaJ. Impact Stato .... nt - SOA!EIS-0l36, on.. no-action 

alt ernative would not result in chan€es to continuin8; operations at the Hanford Site, 

the SaTannah River Plant, or artf other DOE Bite. Blending fUel-grade plutonium • ",f 
with newly produced plutonium ot highTthan-weapon-grade purity viII contimle to 

prOTide an option tor the production ot weapon-grade plutonium irrespective of 

, whether the SIS Project is constructed ani operated. " 

So why. do we need thiapropoaed. new operation, especially wben our national 

do.t and oIef1cit are 00 groat? And why .hould it bo in Idaho? Why obould it .o 

.uil t where there .  is riek ot high mapi rude earth�uabs along major taul t lines 

which extend aouthealJtvard. .eneath lMEL7 
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.lr\YtIling haTing to do vi til nuclear pose. R potentiRl danger to tne population 

no matter how care.tully the jobs are dODII , }'ut there semas to be more vorry and 

concern &Dout the SIS than ul!!lu&l. Saae of these coneerlUll are that plutonium 

spontaneously ignites vben exposed to air; a tll\T speck, inhaled or on skin, can 

cause cancer; the tramportatlon on puIIl1c h1ghwq1S .,. 8l"!IIed carriers; Idaho 

could D8Come the disposal sita tor long ... liTed radioactive wastes trOJll 515; • 
pr"OC8S. called. .1eDd1ng, nov in use -1' the DOE at another factI1 tT, can produce 

,",apo�gr.de plutonium fran t'\tel-grade plutoniu far less 1l0De7 .. .  factor ot 

great lmportanca at this t1Iae in the U.S. history when we haft .ecome t.J:le world 's 

debtor nation. Our DlOnBy' � to go 1Ihere it 1. most needed. 

Why do you think the states of ""ada, Utah, Idaho, western Washington, and 

Wyc:ning haTe _een chosen for nuclear .ClIQ testa, toxic waste dll!!1posal, nuclear 

""_pons production arxl silo missiles? - .eeaus8 they want to pump bUl10M into 

our eeonaa;r"P 

Is it because of the _eautl.tul C&l\TonlaDd.8 at Ut.b? - at the awe.ems scenel7 

ot Idaho ana Wuhineton? - tile yut e.pw, yet lovely, expanses of Wyom.ng? - because 

at the excitement at Laa VeIU? 

There is ODe plausi_IejoappareDtly reasonable, answer. our l!lparae population. 

We are 8XJ:8n:lable. 

In 1981, Joel Oarreau Jl1_liahed a _oak "The MDe Nations of !forth America" 

and he listed the atatea I've mentioned u b eing in the area called the "!mpty 

Quarter ", the land mass which comprises one-fourth the land JlUI!I of the U.S. and 

Cinada. His prognosis tor this area, these states, rich in oil, gas, precious 

minerals, timber, tarmland..sl, is that it viII "ecaae the national sacrifice area. 

Are we expendUle7 

I yote "no" to the SIS. ?);��c:u.£ 

[ 7 7 6  

��. /lell. !! / ',, 7 TWI n F�llc , fq . .;I/�. f'!2...."!!..:.... .1..!!, ! 9f1' Q- exltt'6('i- "1"1, 
i" fill� ,.."" t' Y d  (')" '-1 - 'J)(J� I.� Fe'//�ch!l!! P o  � I' )t  1 4  B.L4 h f J ::r'tJq J1{1 ? l ) / f,  
k � r' 1'!  5t?rrlJn'i -rhCl. if'Y"<'I ! � I  �_ r�' ;etT>-> 4 I4 d <.i b tJ'r.. $ 0 c I � f-YI A. (hAp f tlf. 0 f' i-',u.., 
r.d-,,-.;.., ..... I tr./..fd li.. b M1  $o-C f (  1-7, . J' {#-ft'e. a..n '1  (){ YI-1A. A�tL Tpy.../dr'q '7'"(1 CI"se.. Y,,"f.U'o /'>'l l nrl .s:  Ttl 1-he. rorn rn�.,k ol/:m(. 
(I { -fhos.-_ \ l  So- ('nilI'd l.. t'IV( �(f n r'Ylpn-f.,... f .  �f-5 I f  I fl- rn.:2. h .. rlt'n To t1t/d "fhA..7 Tet ...... "'L 
t "' !'t i l, 5 t' r'l r?r"" � /� ;;:c{A.�l-(J cA tfl't:_ " (l >'1 e Ju r. . {. :r w, '<;/' T� 9 0 s('eA.}(.,;" f'"r> Th�_ PI"'DJ It, e_ PA I /C "" a..v.w b ,.....,. SO C- I t' fy  c'- Vld o ,... rny!'d�. 

01 , "l'C"� d t1-S "" , ;." prr,�"d 7"0 1-11(2, b't/ lld j;";'·�-'l'lL S.J;. 5'. a hYW),""''-J ....... ... ("h /1' S S  t>uo, 
"'1.f. �""'4k,- PIll I n af�J ft'R. ·  . ' a r. i h '  a . 

� -(1'1 /qfJ# S"tvtR ... \ 9�""'r.<;. 1Jr" 1 A ro ," . ....... P r" -Io � ...... Ih � �D..� '  G Vtd1t.'1 . 1u 1(.t fl.. O� I o n. � 
C 7 e- 0 f fh� folH. d·4>-«f of -fJ'Iitf (oa ltfl.vn :f.. ('II � tl " S" � t_ "II'IA. tl""'h f- Iv .. ... I?Y'rntd r". �J 
"fffY"-P+ "'0 (' .... f 0.. c;hf '''. fi1L Ini� cf""n tJ f  t"AJ, " � O f.'f.I " .e.  l.V(lsi� s. a n J 'ro r .  C', � ( h e  ft'I l c�A,.J 
, f-c +hfl. St"VIJII�_ PI'fln ''fwftlf) a .... d. htJp' (1.l 1 I �  1'" f",,,fu:f f/t�_af'!' {o::. Irot'M i'v.fu I'I� 1'1 sv.!+ $.. 
"':"\I:' I� '+h�" � " o u ,.  ,ffo,dt;, fhe. ,�; J'a -l/� .s. wo"e. stbfptd .... d' r"p':<"�/�I"t"'��;���b:�f'hf'h � , "' ... £.. �""r� r_1-c -I-hl'- d e .-n "c.f.l ... 1 ,  <: ,(,Y'(t c t S s. :6 bQ. SF f! td"'! .  ? b n ,'s "'" ,t,dl, /Yo s""'k'� f,.sf"lt. y To ,,-, I'iHf! rr, Y" oA  --I-"d �  ct� ...... 07 a. .... ''rnIP'''�i l''.L O b df( ,,:-/:'fl 

I" �d.A/1" 'S" ('4{;1, ('t"'I' S f' n i O I'"" {.u f", ,.. e., .  � Wil l;: b o rf'Y d._d. r " . ,,,d. dn a. � 4. .... c: J, N".c'<. t"uJ, IJ .j .... ho, alll n t/I'd sel,,,.,1  +h e-Y' L  {Of' II fl'" t(.s1'lJ '1,,,,Rs In lYt:Yrh f"'-I .1>d"� t, D  frcI1nI"-9 ;o b l.  tL 
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J o c k  B e l l  

I n d i a n  C r e e k  Ranches 

H a i l ey , I d a h o  

M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 98 8  
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d . ltc.f.s, <l V/ d. Sw F{e ,q , 'n ,  t( 1'ie .  �1 ,.. ,..�' . ..t"J n) f-h .. raj'A I/bn (?X/.JtIHII'9Il . rolf' fluse. I ' m  h e r e  t o d a y  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  the m a n u f a c t u r i n g  of a l l  
o t u s  )vhf) wt' lle. I-hf"'l�P_ ., r ; S" fl'".f v-n�y 1i'r -"''-�-N �f-,�:J . ,  r C' V f  � _ _  --Il Uc 1.ear ltJiI e a p o n r y  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t  i n  o u r  t i me h a s  b e c o m e  o b -
i t l"<t.. filt\j, /�. --tv /) ('ttIt fh e 'f: �  Ci :5 S·�I � (l J.-1 C. "' '{ � s o l e t e  a n d  o u t - d a t e d . T h e r e  a r e  new t e c h n o l o g i e s  now k n o lN n  ;:11r fJNre_ dl\..ys ; /- It/A:> ll, {!_ 11. f.  c, r�I/I�1 tIS IYo 1- 7'o 'v"K�y - ,oc4"' y to o n l y  a felN o r t h o d o x  a n d  n o n - o r t h o d o x  p h y s i c i s t s  t h a t  c a n  
11l e. "J1 I'� rJJ �_ D. 0. £. (i5�11 /'t/ � J  l-f S f'/,; '$  ff'tJ � � £ t  I� S-A '€- . Dt:J Cilt1. ''19 P cL  d i s p e l  t h e  m y t h  t h a t  we n e e d  f u t u r e  n u c l e a r  w e a po n s . / t '/tA ls 'J' /'". <, H<; a. I-nN.'� f � U S j A/iJ<f l- h fl Ci1n 1 � ') ?  ;r. -f-h/� 1r' /Ytd ' . A n d  now y o u ' r e p r o b a b l y  a s k i n g  y o u r s e l v e s , how i s  t h i s  s o ?  
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, .( , 1ft1 R t;  "((l w("l K' d  ff>llU(u l cl..'f"I d  e t1 �/ ;Ro "' n't:'Il�"' \ \ '1  f� fe.  1f� Q. S£,·. f-<;. , 
l' /;4 �k Y o-tA � 

W h a t  he e n v i s i o n e d  a n d  b u t  what a h a n d f u l  of t h e s e  phy s i c i s t s  

have d i s c ov ered i s  t h a t  h i s  s c a l a r  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  " Sc a l a r  P o t e n t i a l  I n t e r f e r o m e t r y  Techno l o g y "  h a s  c r e a t e d  

a new p h y s i c s  t h a t  h a s  y e t  t o  b e  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  m a i n  

s t r e a m  o f  p h y s i c s  g o e s  w e l l  b e y o n d  c l a s s i c a l  phy s i c s  a n d  e v e n  

t h e  n e w e r  a n d  m o s t  r e c e n t  q u a n t u m  phy s i c s .  I t  i s  c a l l e d  

S c a l a r  Phy s i c s .  T h i s  p h y s i c s  p u t s  a l l  p a r t i c l e s  o f  e n e r gy a n d  

m a s s  a n d  g r a v i t y  i n t o  o n e  s i ng l e  u n i f i ed f i e l d  t h eory w h i c h  

c a n  be d i r e c t l y  e n g i neer a b l e  i n  t h e  m o s t  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  s i m 

p l e f i e d  f a s h i o n  t h a t  we c o u l d  e v e r  d r e a m
' 

o f .  I a m  n o t  h e r e  

t o  e x p o u n d  u p o n  how a v e c t o r  E .  M .  lN a v e  i s  t w o  c o u p l e d  T e s l a  

S c a l a r  lN a ve s ,  o r  h o w  z e r o  v e c t o r s  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e  

i nc o m p r e h e n s i b l e  amoun t s  o f  e l e c t r omagnet i c  p r i m o r d i a l  e n e r g y  

f i e l d s ; a n d  t h a t  i s  e v e n  o u t  o f  z e r o  vacuums . But IN h a t  I am 

h e r e  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  Scalar phy s i cs , t h e  n e lN  p h y s i c s  of o u r  

future h a s  w i t h i n  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t h e  a b i l i t y  a n d  h a s  a l lN a y s  

h a d ,  s i nce t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y  b y  T e s l a ,  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1 900 ' s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e  o c e a n s  o f  f r e e  e n e r g y  f i e l d s  

t o t a l l y  unheard o f .  W h a t  t h i s  d o e s  t o  n u c l e a r  p h y s i c s  i s  t o  

m a k e  t h i s  s e e m i n g l y  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y  o b s o l e t e .  

S o  w h y  a r e  we a l l  p u t t i n g  o u r  h a r d  e a r n e d  t a x  d o l l a r s  i n t o  

n u c l e a r  lN a r h e a d s  a n d  w e a p o n s  w h e n  t h e y  can be v a p o r i z e d  b y  

H o w i t z e r  p a r t i c l e  b e a m  b l as t e r s  be f o r e  they e v e r  r e a c h  t h e i r  

t a r g e t s .  T h e  S o v i e t s  n o w  h a v e  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  I s e n s e  

6 . 5 . 1 0  
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t h a t  t h e  s t a r  W a r s  p r o j e c t  now u n d e r w a y  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i s  j u s t  n o t  a l a s e r  b e am p r o j e c t , ( I  hope i t  i s  not ) b u t  a 

c o u n t e r -d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  t h a t  we m u s t  t a k e  to t h i s  t h r e a t  a n d  

t h a t  i s  w h e r e  o u r  d e f e n s e  t a x  d o l l a r s  s h o u l d  be s p en t .  I n  

t h e  i ong run , t h e  bene f i t s  o f  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  f a r  o u t w e i g h  

a n y  d i s a d v a n t a g e s . T h e r e  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  a n y  m o r e  n e e d  f o r  

n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  b e c a u s e  b o t h  s i d e s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  

T e s l a  S h i e l d s  o v e r  a n y  a r e a  o f  t h e i r  coun t r i es f o r  p r o t e ct i on . 

On c l o s i n g , I h a v e  a l i st o f  t h e  future bene f i t s  t h i s  t e c h 

n o l o g y  c a n  g i v e  t o  a l l  t h e  r a c e s  on t h i s  M O T H E R  EART H .  

W e  c a n  h a v e  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  o u r  l i fe s p a n  

T o t a l  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l  

S u p e r  l u m i n a l  commu n i c a t i o n s  

T r a n s m u t a t i on o f  m a t t e r  

F r e e  e n e r g y  

T e l ep o r t a t i on 

C r e a t e  a n t i - g r a v i t y  m a c h i n e s  

Comp l e t e  c o n t r o l  o f  t e l e p a t h y  

M i n d  l i nk a g e s  b e t w e e n  one a n o t h e r  

A n d  fina l l y  we w i l l  e v o l v e  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a l i t y  w h i c h  i s  t h e  

f i r s t  o r d e r  e f f e c t  r e a l i t y  we l i v e  i n  now . T h i s  is w h e r e  t h e  

T e s l a  p h e n o m e n a  m u s t  t a k e  u s .  I t  must b e  u s e d  t o  e v o l v e  human

kind from o u r  l i m i t e d  c o n s c i ousness t o  u n l i m i t e d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

w h i c h  i s  the n e x t  s t a g e  o f  o u r  e v o lu t i on , w h i c h  w i l l  v a n q u i s h  

a l l  w a r s ;  we w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c u r e  m a n  n o t  k i l l  h i m .  G o o d  D a y ! 
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Anne E. McNevin 
600 North Lincoln 
Je rome , ID 83338 

'-� ,, �  �':S 
Public Hearing on the Special Isotope Separation - 3 / 28 / 8 8  

"'\'1r itten Comment'" J1 I support the NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE--No SIS in Idaho (or 
elsewhere, but especially not in Idaho) for the following � reasons: 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

Need for plu tonium has not been established. To the 
contrary , the U . S . A . hasstockpiled 2 5 , 000 nuclear 
weapons. Greater overkill potential is ridiculous 
and obscene! 

----

Environmental issues of great magnitude remain 
unanswered. INEL has never dealt well with nuclear 
waste. Inj ection we lls into our Snake River Aquifer, 
indeed.' And unmet promises o f  waste removal remain 
from the 1 970 ' s .  Why would a n y  Idahoan think that 
this project (monitored by a self-regulateiy agency) 
would be managed i n  a more responsible manner? ?  

And i f  the waste ..... ere trucked a ..... ay , who wants these 
dangerous products sharing our roadways ? ?  We all 
know that accidents can and do occur. A nuclea.r 
accident is one where ""lie ' re sorry" does n ' t  cu t it 
and no response could possible mitigate .the damag e .  

Ethical issues abound. As an Merican I am ashamed 
t h a t  our t h i rd highest export is and 
ammunition. As a native Idahoan, I would be 
mortified to know that my state contributed to such 
an e f fort.  As a state populated heav i ly with 
farme r s ,  ranchers,  and timber and mine worke rs,  we 
are used to co�tri.b\lt-ing to , society, not encouraging 
its demise . '?o-.. {�Th'e" m'a'j ori tl1's1.iy"uNO to  SIS and do not 
bury their shame in greed. 

� 

Economic gains have been greatly over-represented by 
SIS proponent s .  

l� 
. � 
� � 

. � � 
� J.'l 
'" � '" . j!;  D; 
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" 

'" � 
,� " � HighlY paid technical jobs will go mainly to out-of

staters who can leave the area once i t  i s  expendable 
and ruined and the grunt work (at much lower wages) 
to Idahoans who want to remain here. Is thi� sma�l , 
��g.�.�n B_ � reason . .!£..r_..!<;...a..!:o�-:,.!'Sto-bor·row � on our ch1.1dren's-ruture ? ?  No, it 1. S  not .  � 
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4 . 1 3  
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5 . 2 9 . 85 

2 . 7 . 3 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 3 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4  

6 . 1 . 8 

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 4 
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5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  

1 . 1  

2 . l .  6 

dt,V&\,t� 
If Senator Symms w lnts to bring money to Idaho, surely 
even he can find a'�manner to do so. Or maybe he can ' t  
and should be dealt with a t  the polls ! !  This i s  a 
political i s su e !  

In summary , I s a ,  N O  T O  SIS ! 

aJJjk� 
� �t1 Ju � � tid ii,  t2/C;A- t/J4-'e/lA£;;, (J tJu )0 [ tim Ylt!·l_ Itf.a:-fIIl1lJ fdd4� ltV \ ') If: 
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Anita C. Henna 
1 7 6  El Camino 
Twin Fall s ,  IO 8 3 3 0 1  

Public Hearing o n  the Special Isotope Separation 3 - 2 8 - 8 8  
* *Written Comment * *  

I support the N o  Action Al ternative--No S I S  in Idaho for 
the following reason s :  

1 .  Environmental Issues--The safety o f  this project to 
the environment o f  Idaho has not been prove n .  How 
w i l l  wastes be handled? Inj ection into the Snake 
River Aqu ifer IS HOT ACCEPTABLE. The trucking of 
wastes from the s i te I S  ALSO HOT ACCEPTABLE- -who 
wants this dangerous cargo traveling on I d a ho 
highways . 

2 .  The need for plu tonium has not been proven. Why 
can ' t  existing weapons be recycled as weapons are 
di smantled per agreement with the Soviet Union. 

3 .  As a native Idahoan I don ' t  want Idaho associated 
with the deve lopment of nuclear weapons that are 
capable of annihilating mankind. What example are 
we setting for our chi ldren? 

4 .  The economic benefits of the project appear to be 
grossly exaggerated .  So what i f  400 jobs are 
created--are 4 0 0  j obs worth the potential ruin of 
our state? Nuclear accidents CAN and DO happe n ,  
e . g .  Three Mile Is land a n d  Chernoby l - - i s  t h i s  what 
we want for Idaho--NO! 

In summary , I hope Idahoans won ' t  be swayed by promises 
o f  economic good fortune--our natural resources and the 
health of our citizens are the primary concern here. 
I hope the government w i l l  l i sten to the people of Idaho 
and not the politicians . -. 
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Herewith I am recording my s trong and calculated objection 

to the construction and operation o f  the proposed Special I s o tope 

Separation (SIS ) plant at Idaho Nuclear Energy Laboratory ( I N�L ) 

located Some 17 miles west of Idaho Falls for the foll bwing 
reasons : 

1. There is no apparent need for conti nued production of �lu

tonium-2J9 commonly known as "weapon_grade plutonium , "  a 
highly toxic , dangerous substance ihtended solely for the 
manufacture of a fission explosive i n  hydrogen bOmbs . 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement prepared by 
the U . S .  Department of Energy in all i ts approximately 200 
pages is strikingly devoid of substantiating a need for 

this plant and its intended production. The nearest approach 
to such substantiation i s  found in the vague , ambiguous 

reference to a DOE allegation that it is needed to provide 
" flexi bility, redundancy and technological di versi ty. ' Note 
the amazing admission, - redundancy. " 

It is COmmon knowledge that there already exist some 2 5 , 000 

nuclear weapons in the arsenal o f  the U . S .  Government , each 
of which is es timated to have a fire power 100 times that 
of the Hiroshima bomb of 1945 __ a sufficient number to 

devastate every si zeable c i ty throughout the world , and 

render the rest of our planet quite uninhabitable .  

2. I t  i s  morally equivocal and a travesty upon respons ible 

s tatesmanship to proclaim publicly that the U . S .  Gover�ent 
i s  for nuclear disarmament , whi le at the same time most of 

the country ' s  technological and economic resources continue 

to be expended on mOre and mOre armaments , plus ... � 
prohibitively costly new inventions of mass destruction. 
When i s  enough enough? 

J. According to the public press ( e . g .  Los Angeles Times ) the 

DOE has admitted that ! the Government ' s  plutonium s t ockpile 
is Bufficient to meet foreseeable demands for new wea pons . "  

4 .  Moreover, in the event the INF treaty i s  signed , which calls 
for a 50% cutback on strategic weapons , an enormous amount 
of plutoni um, estimated at 8 times the proposed produc tion 
o f  the SIS plant , would be made available. 
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5. Whereas the Draft Environmental Impact Statement i s  
purportedly intended to address t h e  impact upon the 

environment of the proposed SIS plant , this important 
conSideration i s  not sufficiently explored. 

To be sure, it i s  stated that contaminated waste 
materials are to be disposed of in a New Mexico approved 

dump , such disposal collocation however is not in exis tance 

and the pilot plant proJect thereof is beset with serious 

problems . 

6. It is patently impossible to minimize an environmental 
impact from the operation of the proposed SIS at this 
time since the experimental pilot plant at Livermor e ,  
Cali fornia has not y e t  been tested _ _ to s a y  nothing of 
a reliable evaluation o f  the actual environmental impact 
of such SIS plant when in operation. 

It i s  probably too early even to determine with accu

racy any environmental impact of the existing I NEL plant 
near Idaho Falls . 

7. It is well known that the IKEL plant is located on a 
seismic fau l t .  It has n ' t occurred to date , but who will 
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predict a damaging quake will not take place at SOme fu- 5 . 1 0  . 4 
ture time? The location of an SIS plant in a spot subject 
to dangerous earthquakes is inviting catastrophic 
devastation. 

8. A l i fe-preserving aquifer underlies the area of the pro

posed site of the SIS upon which thousands o f  i nhabitants 

rely. Please don ' t  risk contaminating this aqui ferl Even 
now there are legi timate Concerns about possible contamina_ 
tion of this aquifer from the existing INEL plant and its 

waste materials .  

9 .  I t  i s  a myopic assumption that construction and operation 
of the proposed SIS plant will materially benefit the 

economy of Idaho Fall s  and Pocatel l o .  Ask citizens of 
Hanford, Wash . ,  or Augusta, Barnwell and Wi lliston, South 

Carolina. 
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10 . Regrettably ,  claims and official pronouncements of various 
U . S .  Government agencies have sometimes had_A less than 

desirable " track record" for full disclosure and truthfulness .  

A few random examples : the U-2 spy plane ( Powers , pilot) 

shot down over Russian terrttory May I ,  1960 . This spy mis

sion .. s categorically denied for many hours until the truth 

could no longer be suppressed because of the British press . 

Again, there was the incident of the container ship " Mayaguez "  

within the 12-mile limit o f  Cambodia resulting in the needless 

deaths of 33 Ameri cans plus an unknown number of Cambodian 
civil ians . Or, recall the KAL Korean airliner i nc ident which 
was vociferously pronounced a savage , deli berate and provoca

tive s laughter but which has s i nce been disclosed as a highly 
controversial affair. Then there was the official U . S .  Gov ' t  

figure of 7 8 , 150 k i l led i n  the Hiroshima bombing, whereas 
Japanese records , accumulated through protracted patient 
research showed that probably well over 3 0 0 , 000 were scorched 
to death. Nagasaki official U . S .  figures listed 73 , 884 casu
alties whi le Japanese records totaled BOrne 1 2 8 , 00 0 .  Once more, 

full assurances were given regarding the safety of the Nevada 

desert nuclear tests , Were they? Or, does anyone today be

lieve that the full truth surrounding the Iran-Contra di sgrace 

has been admitted? 

But perhaps the ultimate in questionable credibility is 

found on the inSide cover of the DEIS where the fol lowing 

'Disclaimer" is found : 

IIThis book was prepared ss an account of work sponsored 
by an agency of the United States Government. Neither 

the tini ted States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees , makes any warranty ,  express or 

implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility 
for the accuracy, completeness ,  or usefulness of any in

formation, apparatus , product or process disclosed, or 
represents that i ts use would not infringe privately 
owned rights • • • • • • • •  a 
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Dep t .  of= Enet-gy 
785 DOE P l ac e  
I daho Fa l l s ,  I D  83402 
To Whom I t  May Conc e r n :  

E 782  
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I want to go o n  t- ecord as be i ng strong l y  opposed t o  t he 
i m p l ement at i o n of= the S I S  pt-oject at t he I d aho Nat i o n a l  
E ng I neer i ng Labo r a t o r y  1 n  p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  anywhere e l s e i n  
genera l .  

The -fact t h a t  t he p r o j ec t  g o a l  I S  ostens i b l y  t o  p roduce 
p l Llton l um -for nuc l ea r  war"heads and yet is p l ac e d  under t he 
d i rect i o n  o-f a bureaucracy t i t l e d  euphe m i s t i c a l l y  t he Dep t .  
o -f  Ener-gy < D . O .  E . » .  i s  i n  a n d  o -f  i t se l -f  suspec t ,  

B y  whatever a l i a s .  De-fense Dept . •  Atom i c  Enet-gy Comm i SS i o n .  
o r  D . D . E .  t h i S  but-eauct-acy has l e s s  t ha n  an honot- a b l e  r e c o r d  
I n  my est imat i o n .  I t  has m u t a t e d  i n t o  a s e l -f -Set- V l ng h y d t- a  
most 1 nterested i n  perpetuat I n g  1 t s e  l -f .  W h i l e  amass 1 n g  a 
-fot- m i d a b l e  k i n d a n d  amount of knowledge i t  h a s  e>:et- c l se d  n o  
w i s d o m .  Wou l d  i t s  mot i ves o r  modus o p e r a n d i  sudden l y  change 
w i t h  t h i s  p r o J ec t �  

Obscene excesses I n  test i ng a n d  t he p r o l i -fe r at i on o-f nuc l e a r  
wastes ar-e p a r t  of t he t- ecor d .  An agency t ha t  t o o k  some 
t h i r t y  years to -f i gure out t ha t  p r ev a i l i ng w i n ds in t he West 
at'e oft-om t he southwest and west and t ha t  what went up I n  
Nevada wou l d  come down i n  Utah has n o  busi ness p l aY i ng w i t h  
l aset-s and m o t-e p l uton i um .  S u c h  a department c ou l d  be 

expected t o  dump r a d i oact i ve wastes i nt o  t he Southern I d aho 
Aq u i -fe r  -for myop I c  e x p e d i e nc y .  I-f t h i S  a c q u i -fer were at a l l  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h i s  deser-t t-eg l 0 n  such I t-t-espons i b i l l t y  wou l d  
have t o  be c l assed a s  a m a j o r  env i ronmental i ns u l t .  

Et.Iu-'f.:JA r '78 d-

Mendac l t y  I n  government 1 5  c e r t a i n l y  not a new i n vent i o n  but 
is de f= l n l t e l y  a s t r o ng c u r r ent t r e n d .  Coup l e  t h i s  w i t h  t he 

sop h l s t i c at e d  a b i l i t y  o� bureauc r ac i es s u c h  as y o u r s  to 
"pass t he buc k " �  ho l d  hear i ng s  a n d  I nvest i g a t i o ns etc . u nt i l  
no o n e  ever i s  forced t o  accept f i na l  respons I b i l i t y  and you 
c a n  u n d e r s t a n d why I r ea l l y  don' t feel the DEIS IS v a l l d o r  
W i l l  be b i n d i ng .  Desp I t e h i g h  s a l a r i es b e c a u s e  o f  " g reat 
t- espons l b i l i t y "  no one is � t-espons l b l e  t-ea l l y when t he 
p l ut o n i um h i t s  t he -fan or t he " 0 "  r- I ng s  h i t  t he pan . r i g ht ?  
D-f c ou r s e t h i s  I s n ' t  t he way t he o l d  atom i c  waste i n  t he 
aq u i -f e t" was ha n d l e d  or is i t ?  

M y  own t-esea r c h  says that t he nuc l ear" i n du s t t- y  h a s  y e t  t o  
-f I n d a sa�e. adequate, r e l i a b l e  m e t h o d  -for h a n d l i ng t he 
h a z a r dous waste It has c r e a t e d  and is cont i nU i ng t o  c r eate 
whether �t-om bomb b u i l d i ng Q t - e l e c t t- i c power" genet-at i o n .  
T h e  f a c t  t hat adequate waste d i sposal h a s  y e t  t o  be 
developed has never s l owed t h e  c r e at i o n  o� mot-e W i t h  
gover-nment b l es s i ng .  

F1:e a l l y  i s n ' t  t h e  who l e  g a m b i t  o n  t he TM I h a z a t- do u s  waste 
s t u d y  at I NEL actua l l y  an excuse to t r a nsport and s t o r e  t he 
waste I n  I daho r a t he r  t h an w h e r e  it was c r eated a n d  t he 
power" used? Just how mLlch of t h at s t u -f -f  do you need i n  
order t o  " s t u d y "  i t  w i t h  your h i g h l y  sop h i s t i c a t e d  a na l yt i C  
t e c h n i ques a n d  e q u i pment? 

In summa r y ,  l e t me enumerate some s p ec l -f l c  pOints o f  d i r e c t  
oppos i t i o n  t o  S I S .  

1 .  A s  a " r at i o na l "  human be i ng and a s  a C h r i s t i a n I -f i n d  
our nuc l e a r  weapons p r o g r am I nte l l ec t u a l l y .  mor a l l y  a n d  
emot i o n a l l y  de-funct and p e r v e r s e .  

2 .  Pt"act l c a l l y  speak i ng o r "  t h i nk i ng ,  t he mot"e p l ut o n i um Qt

m l s s l es or atom i c  energy p l a nts that we c r eate t he g r eater 
a r e  t he c h ances t h at a g r ave aC C i dent or m l s t a � e  w i l l  occ u r .  
Sur" e l y  even t h e  most ardent atomop h l l e  has t o  have some 
second thoughts about t he p o l i C Y  and concept o-f " over � l l l " . 

�. I n  as m u c h  as t he Reagan a dm i n i s t r a t i o n  has t a ke n  some 
r e a l  steps t o w a r d  reduc i ng t he nuc l e a r  a r s e n a l  I t h l n � 
expanded weapons g r ade p l u t o n i um produc t i o n  i s  " � d d l t l o n a l l y  
r e du n d a n t "  a n d  dangerous. 

4. Desp i t e  i ng r a t i a t i ng SC l e nt l -f l c  p l at i t u des in the DEIS I 
t h i n k t he unspoken h a z a r d s t o  I d a ho and i t s  su r v I v i ng 
sp e c i e s  a r e  too g r eat a n d  not j u s t i f i a b l e .  

5 .  I -f i n d p o r k  b a r r e l  l eg i s l at i o n o d i u s  I n  p r i nc i p l e  and 
app l i c a t i o n .  T h e  p o r k  t h i s  b a r r e l wou l d  de l i ve r  t o  I d aho 
has t o  be ma i n 1 y composed o-f t hat sp h i nctet" most t'emo ved 
-f r o m  t he snoot e n d .  
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6 .  I resent t h i s  � I n d of governmental t a b l e  s c r ap be I ng 
offer"ed to I da h o .  Tr"ue we at"e econom 1t: a l l y t" ecessed If not 
depressed and a r e  regarded b y  the Potom I c  types a s  b a c � w a r d  
a n d  unsop h I s t I cated b u t  w e  do � now t he p I g ' S  a s s  w h e n  I t  
shows . W i t h  a l l t he needed mea n I ngful a n d  i m p o r t a nt t h I ngs 
t hat t a }: money c o'u l d  b e  spent on. why dt"op t h I s  fet i d  ft"Ll l t  
I n  I d a ho ' s  l ap: W o n ' t  any o t he r  dog s I t  LIp a n d  beg':) 

7 .  There i s  more t h a n  one k I n d o f  p r ost i t u t I o n  a n d  
acceptance of S I S  b y  I daho wou l d  be o n e  0 +  t he W e t" s t .  

S I ncet" e l y �  �A,�, G .U. � . 
C h a r l e s A. Lenk net" . DVM 
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You have heard. and will cont inue to hear, valid discussions about 
the safety and environmental hazards that 5 . 1 . 5 .  will create.  I would like to 
address the economic hazards � since economics is the only logical rat ionale 
for 5 . 1 . 5 .  

All my life I have lis tened t o  fr iend s ,  neighbors and family voice 
their concerns about th.e "uncontrolled government waste" that has driven the 
family farmer� small bus inessman and wage earner to the brink of financial 
ruin . Now. a small number of Idaho citizens have been offered the chance to 
lick the outside of a bUlion dollar pork barrel and they ' re grinning from ear 
to ear . 

The bes t case economic scenerio for 5 . 1 . 5 .  is the following • • •  A 
few Idahoans will reap some financial benefits for the durat ion of the project. 

A few greedy multinat ional corporat ions (who incidentally have similar 
contracts with the llenemyll) will reap most of the money. 

The rest of Idaho cit izens will suffer economic consequences through 
immediate and substantial reduction in our recreat ion industry. As a result of 
continued deficit spending on 5 . 1 . 5 . and dozens of other pork barrel proj e c t s ,  
Idahoans along w i t h  t h e  rest of Americans w i l l  slide closer to total economic 
collapse. Efforts t o  attract safe, clean industry to Idaho will become even 
more difficult if 5 . 1 . 5 .  is built in Idaho. 

5 . 1 . 5 .  i s  not needed (unless the State Department has a plutoniul!l. for 
hostage deal in the works ) . 

5 . 1 . 5 .  is not saf e .  

5 . 1 . 5 .  i s  bad economics f o r  everyon e .  

5 . 1 . 5 .  is immoral. 

I do not want 5 . 1 . 5 .  built in Idaho OT anywhere else on the globe. 

Sincerely. " 

.. / .  . � .1 ) ' ,,- '7{l W" ./C(j '/ "//&/7 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE S I S  

KATHYRN ANN GARDNER 

806 NORTH ELM STREET 

TWIN FALLS , IDAHO 

MARCH 3 1 ,  1 9 8 8  

In the p a s t  several weeks , w e  have l i s tened t o  imp a s s i oned 

pleas from those who des i re that the Spec i a l  I sotope Sepa r a t i o n  

Proj ect ( S I S )  b e  bu i l t  elsewhere , o r  not a t  a l l .  Wh i l e  I 

respect the i r  feel i ngs , I j u s t  cannot a g r ee w i th their r a t i on a l e .  

�� overr i d i ng concern appears t o  b e  t h a t  the plutonium w i l l  

b e  hazardous to I d aho ' s  env i r onmen t ,  a n d  that the produc t i on 

of nuclear weapons w i l l  make Idaho a f i r s t  s t r i ke in event o f  

nuclear war . 

Should t h i s  country become embr o i led in a nuclear c o n -

front a t ion , I cannot bel ieve that I d ah o  w i l l  rema in unscathed 

j ust because we have no part i n  the manufacture of weapons . 

The a q u i fers of the e n t i r e  n a t i on w i l l  be contami nated , as w i l l  

o u r  a i r  a n d  ground . In a wor s t -case scena r i o ,  Idaho wou l d  

r e a l l y  come out beh i n d  i f  we weren ' t  a f i rst s t r i ke s i t e , 

because a l l  of the d i splaced persons in the country wou l d  make 

t he i r  way out he r e .  For those who w i s h  Idaho t o  rema i n  unchanged , 

I would hope that they w i l l  con s i der tha t .  

Accidents . Every year , one hears about farmers who have 

acciden t a l l y  s p i l l e d  pest i c i d e s  into the ground water and 

contaminated an a r ea . I have not yet heard an outcry to make 

Idaho a " farm free zone" . Persona l l y , I have a great d e a l  more 

f a i th in the f e d e r a l  government that I do in amateurs who use 

chem i c a l s  in the i r  everday work . It is a proven fact tha t the 

f e d e r a l  government has much higher s a f ety spec i f i c a t i ons than 

d o  any o f  the s t a t e s . INEL has been in Idaho for q u i t e  some 

t i me and I have yet to hear o f  a h a z a r d o u s  acci dent ema na t i ng 
• 

from the s i t e . Some would charge that a c c i d e n t s  have been 

repressed . I t h i nk not . 
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The current employment s i t u a t i on in Idaho is a l s o  a 

concern which S I S  opponents would have us ignore . They 

c a s u a l l y  d i s m i s s  the 750 j obs which would be created as a 

result of the S I S .  I c a n  d i sm i s s  7 5 0  j obs ( a l though w i th 

much misgiving ) ;  what I cannot d i s m i s s  is the j obs which 

would mater i a l i ze as a result of the proj ect . Jobs i n  the 

s e r v i ce sector . The persons working on the S I S  w i l l  have 

automobi les to be repa i red , plumbing to be f i xed , ch i ld r e n  

to educate . They w i l l  purchase c l o t h e s  and food . They w i l l  

take vacat ions . For years Idahoans have commi serated about 

the d i smal shape of our economy , and have wished that some 

miracle might occur which would prov i d e  the needed cap i t a l  

to g e t  the economy back i n  good f i s c a l  h e a l th . I would 

submit that SIS is that miracle . It i s  t r i ckle down economics 

a t  i t s  bes t .  Money a s i d e ,  the needs o f  the workers would 

force us to elevate our current s t a n d a r d s  of workmanship 

a n d  would even provide the needed money w i th which to do thi s .  

As a n  educator , I can see how the S I S  would improve our schoo l s . 

We cannot remain at the bottom of the l i s t  in expend i tures per 

student and i n  the qua l i ty of our e d u c a t ional output when 

h i ghly intell igent , demanding people w i l l  look to us to 

educate the i r  o f f s p r i n g .  The i n c r e a s e d  revenue means that 

we can spend more per student and pay our educators a better 

sa lary . We can keep promi s ing young adults i n  the s t a t e . 

In May ,  I w i l l  graduate from I d aho S t a t e  Univer s i t y  and wou l d  

love to stay i n  t h e  s t a t e  to work . I f  things do not improve , 

however , th i s  w i l l  be impos s i b l e . I know I am e l uc i d a t i ng 

the f e e l i ngs of many fo my c l assmates when I say that I love 

I daho and would hate to leave i t ,  but what choice do any of us 

have i f  the economy does not improve? We can ' t  e a t  w i l d e r n e s s  

F in a l ly , 1 would b e g  y o u  to con s i d e r  t h e  o p i n ions o f  

the people who a r e  most d i rectly a f fected b y  t h i s  pro j ect . 

Mur i e l  Hemingway is not a true represe n t a t ive of our pop-

u l a t i o n .  Most of us are not actresses who own restaurants 

i n  New York C i ty . She can a f ford to m a g n a n i mously give 

away an oppor tun i t y  which the r e s t  of u s  desperately need . 

Please , use Idaho as the s i te for the S I S .  You w i l l  provide 

an even greater s e r v i ce than we w i l l  provide you . 

I\� � 'oo.x dJYlVt--, 

1 . 1  
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I a m  Wi l l  Sma l l ,  a p h o t ographer and tl. : :lking per s o n , from P i cabo , 
I d a h o , 

. 

attended b o t h  h e a r i n g s  her e Monday , 

and it was V A r y  encoura g i ng ,  and as a re s u l t ,  

I have comp l e t e l y  revamped W:l<.l l..- 1 want t o  s a y , 

Dea r l y  Bf' lovf','l : 
We a r e  qatherei h0re teday 

to mourn our deceased c o n t r o l  over our representative s ,  

d nd some woe f u l  a c t ions they have taken beCalJSe o f  thi s . 

How of ten , if ever . 

have your representativps s e n t  you a ba l l o t ,  

ask ing you how they s h o u l d  vote o n  v a r i o u s  b i l l s  before them? 

They d on ' t  do tha t ? ? ?  

How do they determine what m o s t  of the people want? 

Late a t  Monday ' s  hearing , 

we l l  d r e ssed S I S  supporters were ov!'?rheard , saying , 

THE DEC I S I ON liAS BEEN MADE . 

�le l l ,  I say, Oh r e a l l y ?  wonder i f  t h e  c i t izens have been heard? 

or , i f  they have "had their s a y "  in t h i s ?  

or , i f  they wi l l  a s s e r t  the i r  right to be h e a r d  in t h 1 s  
d � c i s ion7 

y:i l l  y"iu? 
�ome <'e��m to t h lnk t!-' d t  Q l J  C!. .[ v  Cl.f�at.e' e :J u a l  to squat 

and t h a t ' ; , " y r;, ; P. (�ndowed by theJ r Ij(lvernment 

wi tt1 !""" f" r t Cl i n  l\ rJ I ENAHLF p !' i v �  : €' , iqC"" ; 
suet. a '� :  . ',� , l .i l ,€' r t  'i , o �l"": Ph.: i> l , U::i u j nCj of �1dPp i n e s s  

and that to s e c u r e  t he s e  governments 

these pr i v i l edges and fat m i l i tary contracts are granted 

and not to be qlJestioned by mere c j t 1 zens . 

PHEWI sorry tu tw i s t  some f ine words that �ay • • •  

T h i s  i s  how they are supposed t o  read : 

We h o l d  these t r u t h s  tn be s e l f  evident . . .  

tllat a l l  dre c r pa t ed equa l 

w I th r i ghts 

and that to secure thesp r i qh t s ,  governments are i ns t i t u te j  

a n d  thCl t ,  

,,,,hen"""" . l  any : C !:. 111 0 1  g ovpr r ""E-nl h,�co;w>s d'.' s t r u..:: t l ve o f  t. hese 

it is thr � ig n t  ot the peop l e  to a l te r  I t  

and orga n i ze powers i n  such form 

a s  to them, sha l l  seem most l ik e l y  

La e f f ec t t he i r  s a f e ty and happines s .  

I n  add i t i o n ,  Lhe Idaho State Con s t i tu t i o n  says : 

The people sha l l  have the right 

to l n s truct the i r  reprpsentatives ! ! !  

Oh [ P d l l y ,  � o  w� h a v(� the r i g h t  

t o  i n s tr u c t  t hem on t h e i r  decis ions . . .  

So now w�at do we n�( d �  

W e  :-1(�f:,J ( .  way t o  d(:-t (: r '-".i !'l P  what thE> wi ) 1 of t h e  m a j orit.y i s ,  

;.;�) t h a t  t h a t  rn.:..:y b e  t-.h��n int;t. r u c Lf:d t o  cur representa t i ve s .  

J have d p r c)posa J ,  �ome t h i ng I w a s  work ing on before t h i s  S I S  
i s sue came � l ong : 

L,,� t ' s  p o ] l t h e  c )t i z p n s  of l daho , via.  the newspapers , 

on how they fee l about the S I S  

o n  how they f e e l  about some other t o p i c s  of intereft t o  a l l  

o n  i f  they wou l d  l ike t o  have a regu l ar and certified 
Peoples P o l l ,  obedience to which , if not mandator y ,  

wou l d  b e  h i gh l y  a d v i s a b l e  for o u r  representative s  • • •  
What do you s a y ,  I d a h o ?  S h a l l  we d o  i t ?  I need your suggestion s ,  
he l p  and support t o  make t h i s  happen . The Snake River A l l iance has 
for now agreed to receive the ma i l  and oversee a po l l  fund . 
I ' m Wi l l  Sma l l ,  and I look forward to hearing from you . 
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1 1" SE.EMS REDUNDAN r T O  STAND U P  HERE AND R E  �IEAT THE SAME F A L  T S 

ABOUT HOW FOOL I SH AND DANGEROUS T H I S  S . l . S .  PROPOSAL I S , HOWEVER 
WE ALL hN01,.) NOvJ HOW I MPORTANT THE D . O . E .  CONSIDERS REDUNDE"NCY. 

I DO NIH HAVE A W I F E OR C H I LDREN, BUT I DO HAVE A DOG NAMED 
h L I N(-jER . hl INGE:.R I S  A E:EAU1 I F UL DOG. H E ' S  PART COl.L IE AND PAR T 
SHELTY . UNFORTUNATEL Y , KL I NGER IS NOT TO SMAR T .  FOR E X AM P L E ,  HE 
L I hleS TD CHAS< E: I R DS . HF_ CHASES SAMLL E: I R OS IN BUSHES, HE CHASES 
DUChS AND G'f"ESE FLY L NG FAR OVERHEAD . I ' VE EVEN W I  fNESSED KL I Nt+l� 
T R Y I NG TO CATCH SPRAY P LANES (IN NUMEROUS CICCASS I ON S .  

AL THOUGH hL I NGER I S  DUMB ENOUGH TO CHASE A I R PLANE:.S H E  1 '3 SMART 
ENCJUGH 10 SEE S . I . S . FOR WHAT I T  REALLY I S :  AN I MMORAL . L I � E  
THREA1 E N I N G ,  GOVERNMENT WASTE PROGRAM ,HAT WOULO B E  Ol::. rR I MENTAL 
T U  OUR ECONOMY FROM S T ARl to F I N I SH .  hL I NGER CONCL UDE S THAl THE 
" N O  ACT I O N "  ALTERNA T I V �  I S  THE ONLY ALTERRNAT I V E .  

l HROUGH A C l  I VF. P URS U I T  TW I N  F ALLS H A S  MANA(,ED T O  BR I NG A S I Z A�:LE 
COMPANY NAME.o TRUSS ,J O I ST TO OLiR COMMUN I TY .  WI fH CLEAN A I R  AND 
W f, T E R  ALONG W I T H  I N E X p eNS I VE ELEC1 R I C L  POWER , fHERE I S  1'10 RE"ASON 
WHY WE C AN ' T  AT T R AC T  MANY MORE COMP AN I ES L I hE TRUSS J O I S T  TO OUR 
Cl lMMUN I T Y  AND OTHER COMMUN I T I ES IN IDAHO . TRUSS J O I ST W I LL 
WMPL.OYEE MORE I DAHOANS W I TH I N  THE COM I NG YEAR THAN THE S .  L S .  
PROJECT W I L L .  S I NCE Mosr O F  THE S . I . S .  JOBS W I LL BE F I L L ED BY 
1 ECHN l f I oNS FRIJM OUT OF S T A f E .  

I F  TH I S  I N S I DEOUS S . l . S .  P R OPOSAL I S  I MPLEMENTE.D. O U R  CHANCES Of" 
ATTRACT I NG MORE COMP A N I E S  L l hE TRUSS J O I S T  TO rHE RE:(, I ON W I L L  BE 
Gr�E.ATLY F- R US1 RATEO • • • •  THERE I S  ANOTH'C.1i MEANS IN W H I CH I DAHrJS 
ECONOMY WOULD SUFFER FROM THE WORD GO . M I LL I ONS OF ENLI GHTENED 
f' l:-OPLF W I LL L.O[lh AT I DAHO AS YET ANOTHE"R STATE WHOS PEOPLE WERE 
W I L L I NG TO COMM I T  GLOBAL TREASON FOR A CHANCE TO L I Cf-. THE r:Hn S I OE 
m A B I L L I O N  DOLLAR " P O R k  BARREL " .  SO MUCH F OR IDAHO ' S  I MAGE . 
EVEN IF PLUTON I UM ��39 WAS AS SAFE T O  PROCESS. SH I P , ANO S TOR� AS 
V I I IMANS THOUSANDS OF PEoPL E W I LL STOP DO I NG l:US l t�ESS WI f H  I DAHO 
DUE flJ A MORRAL CONV I C T I ON AI_ONE. I N C I DE N T L Y ,  P UJ TON I UN j�'39 I S  
DANGE:.ROUS F- OR UP T O  TEN H A F E  L I VE S  O R  F O R  A M I LL I ON Y E" AR S .  

WI�EI'.l YOU BU I LD A N  A R T  I F I C I AL ECONOMY ! YOU DECREASE YOUR AB I L I  ry 
TO E::ln LD A TRUE STEADY GROWTH ECONOMY . ONC E:. THEY GET THAT HOOh I N  

YOUR MOUTH I T ' S  THERE 1 0  S T A Y , ANO ONCE DEPENDENT O N  TH I S  
f I.NANC I AL HOOI< , P I::.OP L E  W I LL BE RELUCTANT T O  VOT!: FOR P E ;,CE FOR 
FEAR THAT A POL I CY CHANGE WOULO THREATEN THE I R  L I VE L I HOOD. MORRAL 
�JLJDGI�MFNT l AKES A BACh SEAT 10 JOB SECUR I T Y  T I ME AFTER l I ME . 

THE R E ASON IDAHO HAS NOT REAL I Z ED SLOW STEADY ECONOM I C  GROWTH I N  
RECENT YEARS AND WHY EVEN THA T WOULD SEEM INADEQUATE, I S  BECAU�':;E 
1,.JI:� , THE" WUFn\I NEI CLASS, Af1E BE I NG ROE:E:ED BY DEFENSE CONCTRAC10RS 
rHAT I NC I DENTLY DO BUSI NESS W I T H THE EASTERN BLOCh COUNTR I E S  AS 

W � U  AS TERR IS1"S RE[- d ME S .  

A S  F O R  S .  l o S . I VOTE F O R  T H E  " NO ACT I O N "  ALTERNAT I V E .  

NOW T H E  GOOO PART ' 
I HAVE COME UP W I TH A F E W  OUT OF MANY POSS I BL.E PROPOSALS WH I CH 
COUL.D BE DRAWN UP BY A COMM I T T E E  OF IDAHO C I T I ZENS AND SUBM I 1 TED 
Hl HIE D . O . E .  FOR SER I OUS CONS I DER A I I ON S .  A S  AN ALTERNAT I VE TO 
S . I . S .  S I NCE I DON ' T  TURN IN SHOTY WOR h ,  L I KE THE D . O . E .  ' S  
E: . I . S . l WON ' T ALLABER A T E  ON ANY OF MY I DEAS A T  T H H �  l I ME:_ . I 
WOULDW f WAN f TO HAVE TO PUT A 0 I SCLA I MER ON THEM . 

l �  I MPLEMENTED, A PROPOSAL SUCH AS M I NE WOULD HAVE AN I MM E O I A T E  
A N D  LONG T E R M  POS l n V E  I M P A C T  O N  IDAHO ' S  IMAGE A N D  ECONOMY , AND 
TI-IE I-IUNORE-.DS OF SP IN OFFS WOULD BENEF I T  P L A N T" EARl H AND HER 
FRAG I L  ECOLOG I CAL GALANCES, AS WELL A S  BEN I F I T  ALL MANI-\ I ND .  

l HE: O . O . E .  HAS ':;'ROSSL'I I NSULTED THE I NT EL L I GENCE O F  E..VERY IDAHO 
C I T I Z E N .  THEY HAVE EVEN INSULTED MY DOGS I NTELL I GENCE. BESIDES 
THAT . THEY HAVE l R AMPLEO ON THE SACRED l R UST OF ALL AMER I CANS, I F  
NOT ALL L I V I NG T H I NG S .  THERE I S  ONLY ONE WAY THAT THE PEOP L E  OF 
I D AHO ARE GOING TO FORG I VE ANO FORGE T .  F I RST , THE D . O . E .  '5 OFF I CE 

OF C I V I L I AN RAD IOACT I VE WAS1 E MANAGEMENT NEEDS TO GUARANTEE I D AHO 
T HA"l E V!:RY OUNCE OF R A D IOACT I VE WASTE THAT IS NOW STORED AT 
I .  N. E. L. W I L L  8E REMOVED FROM OUR STA-'E AND STORED PROPIeR L Y ,  IN A 
S AF E , S"1 ABL E PLACE • • • •  MARS WOULD DO N I CE L Y .  

SECOND. THE D . O . E .  MUST CONS I DER AND ACT O N  A P R O P OSAL DRAFTED 
F.:Y IDAHO ' S  MOST BR I LL I ANT M I ND S ,  AS AN ALTERNAT I VE 10 S . 1 . S . 
S I NCE THE D . O . E .  HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY HAVE NEARLY ONE 
B I L L IUN DOL LARS THE y DON ' T  KNOW WHAT T O  DO W I T H ;  I SUGGEST" THE 
AUERNAT I VE PROGRAM BE I MPLEMENTE.o E:EFoRE THE YEAR IS OUT AND AT 
A N  OVERALL BUDGE 1 OF NO LESS THAN 900 M I LL I ON OVER THE NE X T  TEN 
YEARS. THE PROGRAM SHOULD ALSO BE DESIGNED IN SUCH A WAY fHA r 
L l l TLE WORK FORCE IS NEEDED FROM Clu r S I D E  THE S T A T E .  T H I S  PROGRAM, 
UNL l hE MOST GOVERNMENT FUNDED PROGRAMS, COULD BE SET UP IN SUCH A 
WAY l HAT IT COULD CONT I N U E  OPER AT I O N  AFTER TEN YEAR S ,  AS A SELF 
FUNDED I NST I T U T I O N .  

L E TS P UT I DAHO ' S  BEST M I NDS TOGETHER A N D  DR Ae T A V I ABLE PR OPOSAL 
TO SERIIE AS AN ALL"T ERNAT I V E  T O  THE D . O . E .  ' S  PROPOSED S. l o S . 
F AC I L I T Y .  AFTER AL.L S. L S .  I S  DEAD . 

I 'IoTE FOR THE " NO ACT I ON "  ALTERNAT I V E  TO S. L S .  

S I NCERELY , 

� 
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Test imony , Evening of March 30 , 1 9 8 8 ,  T, ... in F a l l s  

Department o f  Energy Hearings on Envi ronmen tal Impact 
Statement for the Special Isotope Separator �roposal 
for t�e nlEL site 

�y name i s  Sally Donart and I reside at 214 Sottonwood Lane , Ketchum . 

I have been an Idaho resident nearly 40 years with over 15 years 

i n  Blaine County. I speak i n  oppo s i t ion to the proposed Special 

Isotope Separator .  

F i r s t , I wish t o  thank the representatives o f  the Department o f  

Energy for extending the hearings 5 0  that we may speak o n  th i s  

i s s ue .  

Some say t h i s  i s  a n  economic issue . I say , yes it is an economic 

5 . 27 . 6 .  1 i s sue , an exampl e  of truely bad economi c s . From my study o f  

economics b o t h  i n  college a n d  i n  l a t e r  years I \"e learned t!1at 

6 . 3  

a h e a l t h y  economy i s  fostered when products are produced which , 

in turn , stimulate the production 6f additional goods and service s .  

During t h e  past seven years ,  o u r  national debt h a s  skyrocketted & 
much of �hat money has gone to develop f r i g � t f u l l y  expensive yet 

un rel i ab le weapons sys tems . . .  weapons which when made just s i t  

a n d  r u s t  a n d  soon become obsolete . . .  a n d  t h e n  w e  a r e  t o l d  w e  need 

an even more expensive system. Economical l y , each is truely a 

dead end p r o j e c t .  

Some who are looking for votes from Eastern Idaho say this 

SIS pro j ect will bene f i t  that economy . Wrong agai n . It wi l l  

Donart , Page 2 .  

only create a n i g h tMare o f  boom and bust . . .  a strain on the i n fra-

structure by new j ob seakers , jobseakers who will not o n l y  com-

pete f o r  jobs , ... hich the project mav contract for loca l l y ,  but 

for the current j o b s  held by residents of the area. New schoo l s , 
,,- \! b1..- � d.;.d. 

roads , m a s s  housing , social service� . . .  a n d  for how long? Only 

seven year5? A..."1d who w i l l  pay for these new schools? :�ot the 

Department of Energy . Who w i l l  pay for new social services? 

Not the Department of Energy . N'o wonder t ha t ,  according to 

newspaper accou n t s , nearly one-half of those te s t i fying in 

Idaho F a l l s  felt compelled to challenge this project , even i n  

their o w n  back yard . 

And what benef i t  to the state ' s  revenue? None , i f  past practice 

is an examp l e , for f i rms doing business with I�lEL currently pay 

no Idaho sales tax on this busines s .  I t  would behoove the 

Governor and Idaho Legislative leadership to repeal that exemption 

before t e l l ing us the SIS would hel� Idaho revenue s .  

I f  S I S  i s  b a d  economi c s ,  i t  i s  even worse when viewed from m i l itary 

need . Those who were here last �onday n i g h t  heard Richard Myers 

make c lear the current overkill of potential atomic d istruction 

a l r e,ady in o u r  ars·:enal . Already we have enough nuclear bombs to 

wipe out a l l  l i fe on earth over and over and ove r .  We could wipe 

out a l l  l i fe on Monday , again on Tuesday , and on Wednesday , again 

on Thursday , once more on Friday . . .  and i t  wouldn ' t  matter real l y  

i f  w e  had enough to send o u t  more missJ.es because a f t e r  Monday , 

there wouldn ' t  be anyone alive to launch the r e s t .  I become very 
��0 

angry when I t h i n k  o f  a l l  the �housing , educatio n ,  environmental 

cleanup, job training locked up in those bom�s a l ready. Just 
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when missile reductions are planned w e  are asked to throw a $bi l l i on 

at a dead hors e .  To squander our nations resources and my tax 

dollars on this porI(, harrel project i s  truely obscene . 

One l a s t  though t ,  when in the Bay Area recently I heard a discus-

sion on how this nation might warn future generations away from 

atomic waste dumps for the l i f e  of the radio-active material, that 

i s ,  2 5 , 0 0 0  years . (Even a t  this Easter season we have a hard 

time imagining 2 , 0 0 0  years . )  Currently we are debating whether 

the instructions i n  a living will or an abortion is a tak.ing of 

a l i f e ;  t\c:.v cIu lJ., 1l- face the resonsibility o f  protecting 

people from inadvertant contamination and death for a period in 

the future that i s  longer than we have know recorded h i s tory ? 
Tll.ere is not a fence or a sign that lasts that long. There i s  

n o t  a government t o  make la' .... s or t o  s e n d  o u t  protective guards. 

As the discussion concluded , l?erhaps the only way to protect 

these lives i s  to start a public legand, a myth, to be told by 

parents to their children through the generat ions, • • •  and we are 

being asked to support adding to the mass and the intensity o f  

t h i s  death producing waste , Insanity. 

I n  manufacturing, it i s  wi sdom to build your product either near 

the source o f  raw materials or near to the point of dis tribution 

or u t i l i zation. I n  regard to the S I S ,  Idaho i s  neither close to 

Hanford, Washi ngton , nor close to Rocky Flat s ,  Colorado� where 

the plutonium is made into bombs . I ask the 00E , "Is this S I S  

proposal the f i r s t  s t e p  in transfering t h e  a g i n g  Rocky F l a t s  

operation to the I!JEL s i te ;  away from a l a r g e  popUlation area 

from which vocal protest repeatedly come? 

I join my voice with those who say "NO ! "  110+ �L> 01- a� • •  ( tJ\\.('.'<l� � I :f 

Dr. C l ay N I ch o l s  

S l S  Pro ject Marlaqer 

I d ah o  Operat I ons O f f I ce 

U. S. Department of Ene�"'qy 

785 DUE P l ace 

I d ah o  F a l l s �  ID 83402 

Dedr t n r .  

• E789 

ROLlt e Or,e 

I·\l fllbe�· l v .  l li .  G::"�'il 
March 3 1 .  .L '::B8 

P l ease re Ject the D E l S  document on t he SIS p�'o lect a t  the INI.:.L 
�ro j ect near Idaho F a l l s . I d ah o .  1 request t h 1 S  from Y O u  t h �  
qrounds t h at t h e  S 1 t e  1 t se l f  l 1 es upon a n  area t h at � s  te'0 
envi ronment a l l Y fr'a Q 1 1 e and g eo l o g 1 c a l l y unst d b l e  fo,' tn� 
h a nd l i r, g ,  separat 1 r,g a n d  t Y'ar,sOC1t't l r, q  of DOE-.:,wr,E'cJ p l ut o r. l l,un. 

As a s l )( t h  qenera t 1 0n 50l\th ej�i'" l d a h .:;. ia'�f'lle.'. am Q '..I l t E-
concerned about t h e  precaut I ons t h a t  are t o  b e  t a ker, a t t h e  � I S  
p r o j e c t  t o  t h a t  m y  uy'de ..... f,lr·o'.H',d w a t e r  arId t h e  eco�v�t er'l 
above Y'em a l n  c l ear, and put'e for t h e  ne)(t 5 1 )(  qenerat 1 0Y,s. 

As a Member of t he m 1 1 1 1 0ns o f  peo p l e  who Sl..Ippe,rt t he �veYlt '.I a l  
e l  i m i na t  i on o f  n u c l e a r  weaporls. I hope Y O U  w i  1 1  S l..lOport t h e  
four t h  a l t erYlat l Ye fr'om y o u r  a b s t r a c t . rlO:O act l ':,n. n,:,t 
const r'Llct l Y, g  ar.d opera t i r,g t h e  S I S  prO J ect . 

S I  ncer'el y. 

Ij�2U/ 
wa l t  L O I y,er 
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Twfn Falls Foot Clinic 
Dr. Peler Rk*ards, O.P.M. 

141 Blue Lakes Blvd. Nor1h 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 

(208) 734·3338 
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TESTIMONY ON T H E  S P E C I A l, I SOTOPE S E P A R A T ER PROJECT 

Ph i l  Hoene 
Box 1 0 1  
H a i l e y ,  I d a h o  8 3 3 3 3  
7 8 8-3893 
M a r c h  2 8 ,  1 9 8 8  

I am a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Spe c i a l  I s o t ope S e p a r a t e r  

P r o j e c t  i n  I d a h o  o r  a n y w h e r e  e l s e .  T h e  Depa r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y ' s  

D r a f t  E n v i ronmen t a l  Impa c t  S t a t em e n t  does n o t  adequa t e l y  por t ra y  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  m o r e  w e a p o n  g r a d e  p l u t o n i u m .  Many h i g h  r a n k i n g  

g o v e r n me n t  o f f i c i a l s  are now s a y i n g  we have t o o  many w a r h e a d s , 

a n d  t o o  much weapon g rade p l u t o n i um .  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n , a 

pres i d e n t  t h a t  h a s  pr ided h imse l f  in rebu i ld i ng o u r  m i l i t a r y  

s t re ng t h ,  h a s  r e c e n t l y  nego t i a ted t h e  I N F  T re a t y , a n d  i s  

p r e s e n t ly p l a n n i n g  a t r e a t y  t h a t  w o u l d  reduce o u r  s t ra t eg i c  

f o r c e s  b y  5 0 % .  T h e  resu l t  o f  t h e s e  t r ea t i es w o u l d  b e  t h e  

a va i l i b i l t y  of many t o n s  o f  weapon g rade p l u t o n i u m .  

Y o u  w i l l  pardon m e  i f  1 am a b i t  c o n f u sed , b u t  i n  o n e  e a r  1 

h e a r  a Repu b l i c a n  pre s i d e n t  adm i t t i n g  t h ere a r e  t o o  many w a r h e a d s  

a n d  t o o  m u c h  weapon g rade p l u t on i u m ,  and i n  t he o t h e r  ear 1 h e a r  

I d a h o ' s  two r a n k i n g  Democ r a t s , G o v e r n o r  Cec i l  A n d r u s  a n d  R e p 

r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  S t a l l i n g s , v o i c i ng s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S I S  

P r o j e c t  because o f  our n a t i on s  d e s pa r a t e  need f o r  more w e a po n  

g rade p l u t o n i um . T h i s  i s  q u i t e  a t u r n a ro u n d . So much so t h a t  

i t  beg i ns t o  sound a l i t t l e f i s h y ,  o r , more a c c u ra t e l y , a l o t  

l i ke por k .  W i t h  2 5 , 000 n u c l e a r  warheads a t  o u r  d i spos a l . we 

could m o r e  than a d eq u a t e l y  d e s t roy a n y  c o n ce i v a b l e  enemy , u n 

f o r t u n a t e l y  d e s t r o y i n g  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  proc es s .  I n  m y  op i n i o n  

t h e  grea t e s t  n u c l e a r  t h rea t t o  t h e  U n i ted S t a t e s  today i s  a n  

a c c i d e n t  a t  a n u c l e a r  f a c t o r y ,  or a n u c l e a r  s p i l l  on o u r  h i g h ways . 

I respec t f u l l y  s u g g e s t  to Mr . A n d r u s , Mr . S t a l l i n g s , a n d  t h e  

D O E  t h a t  w h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  d e s p a r a t e l y  n e e d s  i s  f o r  s o m e o n e  t o  

f i nd t h e  l i d  t o  t h i s  p o r k  b a r r e l  and s l a m  i t  o n  t i g h t l y .  

I feel t h e  r e a l  t h r e a t  t o  I d a h oa n s ,  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n , a n d  t h e i r  

c h i l d r�� t�d ��n
n o t  a s h o r t a g e  o f  weapon g r a d e  p l u t o n i u m ,  a n d  

n o t  a dec l i n i ng economy because of t h e  l a c k  o f  g o v e r nment a l  

TESTIMONY O N  T H E  S P E C I A L  ISOTOPE S E P ARA�ER PRO�ECT 

P h i l  Hoene 

Page 2 

pro j e c t s ,  but a f a i l i n g  economy due to o u r  po l i t i c a l  l ea d e r s  

c a s u a l  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  de f i c i t  spend i n g . T h e  " U s e  i t  or l o s e  i t "  

ph i l osophy o f  g o v e r n m e n t  spend i n g , w h i c h  i s  w h a t  t h e  S I S  P r o J e c t  

repre s e n t s ,  i s  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  to I d a h o  a n d  

t h e  U n i ted S t a t e s  t o da y . 

I respec t i v e l y  i m p l o r e  y o u  to t u r n  down t h i s  w a s t e f u l ,  u n ne e d ed 

and dangerous p r o j e c t  f o r  I d a h o  or a n y w h e r e  e l s e . 

0t4L" 
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w o u l d  l l ke t o  p r e s e n t  m y  t e s t i mo n y  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Energy c o n c e r n i n g  the p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  Spec 1 a l  I s o t o p e  S e p a r a t o r  
p l a n t  a t  the I da h o  Nuc l e a r  En g i n ee r i n g L a b o r a t o r y  l o c a t e d  I n  
Idaho . 

F l r s t  I w o u l d  l t ke to t h a n k  the D . C . E .  
hea r i ngs and f o r  a l l o w 1 n g m e  to p r e s e n t  my 
l i ke t o  make it known that I a m  a re s i de n t  o f  
1 1 v 1 ng S o u t h  o f  H a n s e n .  I da h o . 

f o r  ho l d I n g  t h e s e  
t e s t i mo n y .  I w o u l d  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  I d a ho 

When we t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  En V i ro n me n t a l I m pa c t  o f  t h l s  propo s e d  
p l u t o n i um po s s e s s i n g p l a n t  we n e e d  t o  l o o k  f u r t h e r  t h a n  J u s t  t h e  
l o c a l  I m pa c t . I r e f e r  t o  t h e  product a n d  i t ' s u l t 1 m a t e  purpo s e  
a n d  u s e .  En v i ro n m e n t  I s  the i mm e d i a t e  1 1 f e s u s t a i n i n g 
reqU i re m e n t s  a n d  a n y  f a r  reach i ng e f fe c t s  on the l 1 fe s u p p o r t  
requ t re m e n t s  o f  l i f e I n  gene r a l  or spec i f 1 c .  Therefore t h e  e f fe c t  
o f  t h e  e n d  product m u s t  b e  c o n s 1 d e r e d  w h e n  1 0 0 k 1 n g a t  
e n v 1 ronment a l  I mpa c t . The e n d  product o f  t h 1 s  p l a n t  I s  n u c l e a r  
I nc 1 nerary de v 1 s e s  or s 1 m p l y  put . b o m b s . N o w  a n u c l e a r  b o m b  ha s 
but one purpose and t h a t  I s  to d e s t r o y  l i fe .  Not j u s t  h u m a n  o r  
enemy 1 1 f e b u t  a l l  f o r m s  o f  l i fe .  When t h e  t r u e  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  
1 mpact I s  c o n S i de re d .  t h e n  a n y one o f  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  I n t e l l I ge n c e  
c a n  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  t h I s  p r o j e c t  1 s  e n V i r o n m e n t a l l y u n s a f e  a n d  
s ho u l d  n o t  be c o n t i n u e d .  

I b e 1 1 e ve t h a t  i t  1 s  prudent to l o o k  a t  t h e  n a t ure a n d  a t t i t u d e  
o f  the d i v 1 s i o n  o f  government t h a t  w 1 1 1  be the gu 1 d i n g f o r c e  
be h 1 n d  t h 1 s projec t .  I n  t h 1 s  c a se t h e  c o n t r o l l I n g f o r c e  1 s  t h e  
Ar.ed Force s o f  the U n I t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r 1 c a . 

It i s  s a d  but t r u e  t h a t  t h e  M 1 l i t a r y  d o e s  not have a v e r y  good 
track record when it COmes t o  pro j e c t s  of t h i s  n a t u re . In t h e  
e a r l y  1950 ' s above g r o u n d  n u c l e a r  t e s t s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  Neva d a . 
The r e s u l t  w a s  ra d i a t i o n  pO i s o n i ng o f  c i v i 1 1 a n s  i n  s o u t h e r n  U t a h .  

Now m i s t a ke s  c a n  be m a d e  but when a n  error I s  m a d e  i t  s ho u l d  be 
corre c t e d  as b e s t  as po s s 1 b l e . The m i 1 1 t a r y  d 1 d  not c o r r e c t  the i r  
m i s t a ke i n  U t a h .  i n s t e a d  they open l y  de n I e d  i t  a n d  i t  t o o k  ye a r s  
o f  1 n v e s t i ga t i o n s  a n d  c o u n t l e s s  l a w  s u 1 t s  t o  make t h e  m 1 1 1 t a r y  
t e l l  u s  the t r u t h  a b o u t  t h 1 s .  On l y  r e c e n t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m  the peo p l e  o f  S o u t h e r n  U t a h  w e r e  t o l d  t o  g o  t o  He l l  
because the Army d o e s n ' t  ha ve t o  p a y  you a t h 1 ng f o r  k i l l 1 n g  yo u 
a nd your l o ved o ne s .  One c a n  o n l y  wonder 1 f  we w 1 1 1  e v e r  get t h e  
f u l l  s t ory o n  t h i s  i n c i de n t . 

I f  t h i s  w a s  the o n l y  breach of hone s t y  f r o m  our de f e n c e  
department we m 1 ght o v e r l o o k  1 t .  but 1 t  1 s  n o t . In Sku l l  V a l l e y  
Utah I n  t h e  1970 ' s  t h e  Army r e l e a s e d  d e a d l y  nerve ga s a n d  t o l d  n o  
o n e .  I t  m a y  have b e e n  o n l y  l uc k.  t h a t  j u s t  a f l o c k  o f  s h e e p  were 
k i l l e d .  but t h e  pO i n t  Is t h a t  It t o o k  years of I n v e s t i ga t l o n s  and 
more l a w s u 1 t s  t o  get t o  t h e  truth . Once more the m 1 1 i t a r y  has 
been proven t o  1 1 e .  

Ju s t  rec e n t l y  dec l a s s 1 f 1 e d  docume nt s revea l e d  t h a t  the m l 1 1 t a r y  
released h 1 gh l y  r a d 1 0 a c t 1 ve 9 a s e s  f r o m  t h e I r  p l a n t  i n  H a n ford , 
W a s h i ngt o n .  T h 1 s w a s  n o t  an a c c 1 d e n t  but � de 1 1 be r a t e  re l e a s e to 
study the e f fe c t s  o f  s u c h  a ga s re l e a se . E v e n  1n the f a c e  o f  
needed r e s e a r c h  h u m a n  1 1 fe m u s t  b e  c o n s 1 d e re d .  Th 1 s  I s  b u t  
another e x a m p l e  o f  t he m 1 1 1 t a r y  not t e l l I ng a n y o n e  o f  t he danger 
that t h e y  a r e  be I n g p l a c e d  1 n .  

The Un i t e d  S t a t e s .  w h i l e  under t h e  l e a de r s h 1 p  o f  Pre s 1 de n t s  

Kenne d y . Johnson . N l x o n .  Ford . a n d  Carter w a s  revered a n d  re s pe c t e d 
as not o n l y  t h e  wor l d  l e a d e r  In s p a c e  e x p l o r a t I o n  but as the 
leader i n  s a fe t y .  Th t s  he l d  true u n t I L  Ro n a l d  Re a ga n .  The n t he 
m 1 1 1 t ary became heav i l y 1 n vo l ve d  1n o u r  s p a c e  progr a m .  Under the 
pressure and c a r e l e s s  l e a de r s h t p  of the m I l i t a r y  the space 
program became a w a r  t o o l .  We a l l  know t o o  we l l  the de s p I c a b l e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Cha l l e n g e r  s h u t t l e  and t t ' s  c r e w  w h e n  t h e  m I l i t a r y  
p u s h  was o n .  N o w  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  o w n  m 1 1 1 t a r y  w e  V i r t u a l l y  h a v e  n o  
space progra m .  

The pO I n t  t h a t  I a m  ge t t 1 n g  t o  1 s  t h a t  the m i l I t a r y  w I l l  l i e  I f  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o ver u p  i t ' s  a c t I v I t I e s .  When t h e m i l i t a r y  be c o m e s  
I n v o l v e d  w 1 t h  the s c i e nce c o m m un I t y .  1 t  o n l y  l e a d s  t o  r u i n a t 1 0 n 
o f  s c i e nt i f I c  r e s e a rc h .  I t  w i l l  a l s o c o n d u c t  d e a d l y  a n d  h I gh l y  
i l l ega l act I v 1 t i e s  a n d  n o t  t e l l  a n y one . N o w  I a s k  you t h I s  . c a n  

w e  even t r u s t  o u r  o w n  government when t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r e  d e a t h ?  
L e t  me g e t  back t o  t h e  p l a n t  1 t ' s  s e l f .  T h e  w o r s t  a t r o c 1 t y  m a n  

h a s  e v e r  i mpo sed u p o n  h i s  f e l l o w  m a n  w a s  t he ga s c h a m b e r s  o f  Na z i  
Germany. Th 1 s  1 s  l o o ked upon b y  h 1 s t o r i d n s  a s  s o  horr 1 b l e  t h a t  i t  
cannot even be c o m p r e h e n d e d  b y  some pe o p l e . I t  h a s  bee n vowed 
that t h i s  type o f  a t r o c 1 t y  w 1 1 1  n e v e r  be a l l o w e d  t o  ever e x i s t  
aga i n  a n ywhere I n  t h e  wor l d .  We l l  fo l ks h o l d  o n  t o  your h a t s  
because a l l  t h e  J e w s  k I l l e d  I n  Germany a d d e d  t o  a l l  t he m e n  
k i l l ed 1 n  W o r l d  W a r  t w o  a d d e d  t o  a l l  t he pe o p l e  e v e r  k 1 1 1 ed i n  
a l l  the w a r s  o f  m a n  k i n d added t o  a l l  the murders o f  p e o p l e  w i l l  
n o t  e q u a l  the number o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  one o f  t h e s e  bombs c a n  k 1 1 1 .  
Now I a s k  you 1 s  t h 1 s  w h a t  you w a n t  bu I l t anywhere? 

The c o m b 1 ned n u c l e a r  d e s t r uc t 1 0 n  c a p a b 1 1 1 t y  of t he n u c l e a r  
bombs n o w  1 n  t h e  w o r l d  1 s  enough t o  d e s t ro y  a l l  f o r m s  o f  l I f e o n  
n o t  j u s t  the p l a n e t  E a r t h  but 1 4 0  s u c h  p l a n e t s .  Why do 
t h 1 nk of m a k I ng m o r e ?  

W h e n  we t h I n k o f  t h e e n v I r o n m e n t a l  i m pa c t  we m u s t  c o n s i de r  t he 
wa s t e  produc t s .  C a n  w e  g o  o n  forever produc 1 n g  more r a d l o a c t 1 ve 
wa ste . We have no s a f e  p l a c e  to store a n y of t h 1 s  w a s t e  now w h a t  
a l one c r e a t e  more . R e m e m b e r  t h e s e pro du c t s  w 1 1 l  be w i t h t h i s  
p l a n e t  f o r  hundre d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  yea r s .  

I a s k  you , wh a t  w i l l  your c h 1 1dren o r  grand c h i l d r e n  o r  gr e a t 
grand c h 1 1dren r e a d  i n  t he i r  h 1 story books about t h e  Nuc l e a r  War 
c a l l e d  World W a r  Three ? We l l  you don ' t  need t o  wonder b e c a u se 
there w i l l  be no h i s t o r y  books to re a d .  There w 1 1 1  be no o n e  t o  
read t h e m  i f  t h e r e  were a n y  a nd there w 1 1 1  b e  n o  o n e  t o  wr 1 t e  t he 
h i s tory o f  Nuc l e a r  I n s a n t t y .  There w 1 1 1  be o n l y  a c h arred 
blackened globe d r i f t i ng e n d l e s s l y  in s p a c e  for t i m e  a n d  e t e r n i t y 
so po t 9 0 n o u s  a n d  r a d i o a c t 1 ve t h a t  no form o f  l i f e known to u s  
c o u l d  po s s 1 b l y  9 u r v l v e .  I s  t h i s  what you w a n t ? 

I f  you can but 1 m a g i n e  for j u s t  a m o m e n t  t h 1 s  c I nder d e v o i d  o f  
l i fe then you c a n  p i c t u r e  t h e  m o n u m e n t  t o  t h e Reagan 
a d . 1 n I s t ra t l o n and t t ' s  i n s a n e  nuclear a r m s  b u i l du p ,  

I f  w e  a r e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  I m p a c t  o f  t h i s  p l a n t  t h e n  w e  m u s t  l o o k  
a t  the need for 1 t .  A t  the pre s e n t  t 1 me we a r e  1 0 0 k 1 n g a t  
remo v 1 ng 500 nuc l e a r  m i s 9 1 1 e s  f r o m  Europe . What are we go i n g t o  
do w 1 t h the p l u t o n i u m 1 n  t he s e . I f  we a r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e c o a r g e  
o f  nuc l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t  1 n  f u t ure t re a t I e s  t h e n  w h y  do we n e e d  t o  
spend a b I l l i o n  do l l a r s  t o  b u i l d a p l a n t  w e  are t r y i n g  t o  t a l k.  
o u r s e l v e s  o u t  o f .  
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A more sane a n d  humane p r o j e c t  wou l d  be t o  bu i l d a p l a n t  t h a t  
m i g ht d e p o s e  o f  t he s e  nuc l e a r  w a r  he a d s .  I f  w e  were t o  do t h a t  
t h e n  I n  o u r  t re a t i e s  we c o u l d  br i n g R u s s i a ' s b o m b s  h e r e  a n d  
j o 1 nt l y  d e p o s e  o f  t h e m  t he n  t h e r e  c o u l d  be n o  c he a t l n g  o n  
t r e a t i e s  by e 1 t h e r  s i de . 

W e  are b e 1 n g  t o l d of t h e  mu l t i t ude o f  s a fe t y  f a c t o r s  b e i n g 
p l anned t n to t h i s  p l a n t .  W e  a r e  be i n g t o l d  o f  t h e  s i m p l 1 c l t y o f  
I t ' s  oper a t t o n .  I a s k  you why c a n ' t  I t  b e  put t n t o  downtown 
B o s t on o r  L o s  A n g l e s .  The a n swer Is S i m p l e . It I s  d e a d l y  a n d  
dangero u s  a n d  w o u l d  be a pr i me t a rget I n  c a s e  o f  a nuc l e a r  
a t t a c k . T h i s  I s u bm i t  I s  t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  t h e y  w a n t  t o  put I t  In  
t h e  m i dd l e  o f  a d e s e r t  s o m e  w h e r e  o u t  I n  Idaho . 

T h 1 s  p l a nt I f  c o n s t r u c t e d  w o u l d o n l y  produce de a t h .  there fore 
1t must be c a l l e d  a d e a t h  p l a n t . I s t r o n g l y  feel t h a t  we must 
1 m prove t h e  e c o n o my of I da h o  but I a m  not ready t o  se l l  m y  s o l e  
t o  t h e  d e v 1 l  f o r  a f e w  d o l l a r s .  M u s t  we r e s o r t  t o  t h e  dea t h  o f  
o t h e r  pe o p l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r I n g u s  wea l t h .  Where w i l l  t h a t  thought 
put us in t he books o f  h I story? How c a n  you s e l l  i n d u s t r i e s  o n  
t h e  qua l i t y  o f  1 1 fe 1 n  I d a h o  w h e n  they know we m a n u f a c t u re d e a t h  
here . P l e a s e don ' t  l o w e r  t he s t a n d a r d s  o f  I d a ho t o  t h 1 s  
d e s p i c a b l e  l e v e l .  

I n  summary I want t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  I s  a n  1 n s a n e  p r o j e c t . r u n  by 
a l y 1 ng 1 n s a n e  m i l l t a r y . a nd i s  be I n g  s o l d  to the people of a 
e c o no m i c  depre s s ed s t a t e  a s  a m o n e y  promoter o n l y .  I t  makes o n e  
wonder 1 f  t he e c o n o m y  o f  I d a h o  h a s  b e e n  purpo s e l y  s e t  u p  so the 
pe o p l e  would c o n S i d e r  s u c h  a horr i fy i n g p r o j e c t ? P l e a s e stop t h e  
nuc l e a r  m a d n e s s  ! 

In c l o s 1 ng I would l I ke to make two quote s .  T h e s e  a r e  found 1 n  
the ho l y  B 1 b l e . T h e y  were spoke b y  J e s u s  du r I ng h 1 s  s e r m o n  o n  the 
m o u n t a i n .  F i r s t  t here i s  St . M a t t h e w  c h a p t e r  7 verse 1 5 :  Beware 
of fa l s e  prophe t ' s .  wh i c h  c o me to you 1n s h e e p ' s  c l o t h i n g .  but 
1 nw a rd l y  they r a v e n I ng wo l v e s . Second I w i l l  q u o t e  St . 
M a t t he w  c h a p t e r  5 v e r s e  9: B l e s s e d  are t h e  p e a c e m a ke r s : for t h e y  
s h a l l  be c a l led t h e c h I l d r e n  o f  Go d .  

Tha n k  yo u .  
) />�»y�;/�ffi 

Garry L N 
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March 3 1 ,  1988 

Mr. Clay NicIPls Department of Dlergy 
State of Idaho 

IRar Mr. NidPls, 

E 7 98 

I am writing this letter in opp:>si tion to the: prop:Jsed S. I. S project in Idaho. 
I will rot. cite 't.he: many ol:wious environrrental hazards , for that is oot 
JJPf field of expertise. �, I � like to point out the: lack of 
forsight exhibited fran an ecx:>n:rnic standpoint. 

It is 00 secret that ldahJ dependence up:ID natural resource businesses 
of mining and lunter has been srortsighte:l and roN cause UD2!I1?loynent. 1lle answer to this prd:>lan must care fran long tenn plarming and 
creati.a1 of a statewide i.rrlustry that will grr::M in the future. The 
answer is tourism. 'I'te fact that ldahJ has seen steady tourist grcwt.h wi.th:Jut <D:IelSurate sperrling tells Ire ore thing: "we really have scm:rt:h.ing sr:e:::ial here. 11 

F'rt:m a strict eo:m:::rni.c �pective , 't.he: negative effect that this 
p«>ject and its adverse publicity will have on the tourism inlustry 
IIBY be incalculable aver time. When balanced against the relatively 9IB.li <mDlnt of job creation ard its soort duration, tlere is no questi£n that the 5.1.5.  is bad for Idaho. 

As a businessman and a planner for the City of Ketchun, I am called 
CIl to \oiIeigh alternatives and make decisions. MJre often tllan oot decisials are difficult but in this case its cut <!nd dried. Do the 
right thing for Idaho. 

Sincerely, y�,£> ,.y(,rz-,�.s� 
tavid Hutchinson 
Ihx 2216 
Sun Valley, Idaho 83353 
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THOMAS G. HEINRICH .JR. 

March 31, 1988 

Clay NicroLs 
Departlrent of Energy 
state of Idaho 

Dear Mr. Nichols , 

As a nenter of tie lnman racE!, I can I'X)t feel that I can l::e 
s�rtive of any type of a facility that lIrnlld manufacture 
nateria1s that ..,uld l:e used in mx:lear weapons. My freling 
is that \frIe have rrore than eocJUgh. 

I fre1 .ore coocemed about tre long-teJ:m affect of what 
could happen to our environrrent. This is far nore inportant 
than creation of a few jobs for a few years. We ,  as tnJrans ,  
are already destroying tre planet we live on. I think it 
is time we try to preserve. ntis project could jeq>ardize 
tre ",role ...:n:ks. 
I am al:x>ut to l:e a father and I ..,uld like him or rer to l:e 
able to enjoy tre beauty that Idaho and tre USA have to 
offer. It truly enhances tre quality of life. 

Thank you for rearing my view. 

;;;;;: J.� /l-
Ttx:rnas G. Heinrich, Jr. " 
Ibx 459 Hailey, Idaho 83333 

'ffiHjr/tfd 

March 28, 1988 

A'l"l'N: Clay Nicools 
n-e Departlrent of Energy 
State of Idaho 

[800 

In a =untry which has the mi li tary capacities to devastate tre Earth 
a dozen times CNer, I sinp1y fail to find any possible reason why the S . 1 .S. 

project is necessary, given tie amJunt of mclear defense that tie U.S. 

already has. Nu::lear destru:.tion is I'X)t a resp:m.sibility that I, as an 

ldah::>an, as an Arrerican - as a rrenber of tie hunan race -- am willing to carry. I opp:::se it In EVERY fonn. It is my belief that \lie ,  as lnman beings , 

sOOuld be channeling our energies into protecting life, rather than building 

weapons to deplete it. 

Trere are tlpse wOO argue that this project will provide new jobs for 

Idab:::ans; �, � �uld be extrmely fcolish to believe that BarE 
6 to 800 job openings are gJing to solve our stagnant econany. Surely \frIe 
could provide better and significantly rrore ethical anployrrent alternatives 

for our citizens that will t:enefit nore than one small section of tre state. 

Planning for a mclear tx:>lc::caust canoot even save tie Earth, rm.x±l less the 
ea:mcrny, arrl � will eventually pay the price with our lives and tlDse of 

our children. 

It is 00 fnt:erative that \frIe, as OClhabitors of this Earth, �k. 
together to ensure a realthy, mclear-free future for our children and tieir 
offspring. Once the environrrent is p::>isoned and defiled, it is absolutely 

irreplaceable! At this p::>int in ti.rre \frIe l1UJSt cease to be divided in tie 
face of realization that \frIe ALL share this planet, in order to avoid 

annihilation. 

I urge you to choose life -- opt against tre S. I.S.  project. It 1I'ay 

very �ll be the nost �rtant decision you can make on behalf of a child , 

and certainly tre rrost important choioe on behalf of our planet. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, ,;/t'tJ)4 l/zaJt� 
Teresa Drown 
Ibx 4486 
Ketchun, Idaho 83340 
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M3rch 31 , 1988 

Clay NidDls 
Dept. of Energy 

rear Mr. Nicoo!s: 

E80 1 

I �mld just like to state that I am in ORJOSition of the S. I .S. project 
teing built in Id.alv or anywtere alse. I feel it to be i..mToral ard 
\..B1ethical. 

I am for the N) ACTIrn alternative. 

Sincerely , 

John E. Gibson 
lbx 1415 
!<etchun, Idaro 83340 �i- r }k/-

E802 

�: 
The economic effects of an accident a r e  not explored but alluded 
to in the DEIS on p . 2- 8 2 .  

Plutonium i s  o n e  of the most hazardous elements known. It 

i s  not d i f ficult to get a general idea o f  the potential costs 

resulting from an accident while plutonium i s  being t r a nsported 

to or from the SIS, or an accident at the INEL, or radioactive 

releases from the SIS or just [m;nocs o f  any of theBe. These are 

a l l  l ikely to have adverse effects on Idaho ' s  economy whether or 

not they ever really happen . 

The Northern E uropean and Scandinavian farmers a f t e r  the 

Chernobyl accident suffered heavy financial losses even though 

many of them had no radioactive fallout on the i r  c r ops . 

Suppose a rumor of an accident was responsible for j u s t  a 1\ 
loss in the sale of agricultural goods in the three-county region 

around the INEL. This would costs the farmers in that area alone 

$66 9 ,  000 . 00 . Or i f  rumor of an accident at t h e  SIS was 

responsible for lowering the real estate values in Idaho Pal l s  by 

1 \ ,  t h i s  would be a loss of $ 1 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  (These est imates 

were taken from William J .  Weida ' s  Review of the Economic 

Implicat ions of the DEI S at the S I S. He is a professor of 

Economics and Business at the Colorado College , born and raised 

in Idaho Falls . )  
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l:!.au.e: 
The e f f ects of construction of the SIS on the w i l d l i f e  popu lat ion 
are stated on page S-5 of the D E I S :  

·Construction o f  t h e  S I S  would d i rectly effect 37 a c r e s  o f  the 

sageb rush community which suppo rts a diverse w i l d l i f e  population 

including endangered species such a s  the bald eagle and the 

peregine falcon. Du r i ng con s t r u c t i o n ,  plant and animal hab i tat 

associated with a sagebrush vegetation community would be .l.QAt or 

�. • and then i t  goes on to state ".B..U..I, would 

eventually revert back . ·  don ' t  know where they got t h e i r  

information o n  t h i s  statement, but endangered spec i e s ,  once lost , 

do not eventually revert back l This is a deep concern of mine . 

l:!.au.e : 
Jobs 

The jobs c["eated by the SIS p["oject and benefi ting the 

people and community i n  that s u [" ["ounding area do not outweigh or 

even balance the overall negative e f f ect on Idaho ' s  two st rongest 

indus t r i e s ,  tou r i sm and a g [" i c u l t u [" e ,  employing people not only 

people i n  this one commun i t y ,  but people state wide. 

And please tell m e ,  after SIS i s  gone, and all the paychecks have 

been cashed and the money has r ippled down through, what' 5 left? 

A glowing Idaho economy? And w i l l  the pdce we we["e paid be 

wo["th i t  to us then? Or w i l l  we want our Idaho back? 

� 
In summa r y ,  I am against the S I S .  I am concerned about the 

adverse economic a ffects i t  would have on Idaho ' s  g re a t e r  

induGtr i e a . I am deeply concerned about the a ffects it would 

have on w i l d l i f e ,  hUman l i f e ,  and all o f  Hothc[" Ea r t h .  J\nd I am 

concerned that the YES SIS people may only see the money and not 

the long term affects o f  the SIS P r o j e c t .  

T h e  DOE k e e p s  s a y i n g  t h e y  are l o o k i n g  f o r  a n e w  home for the 

SIS project and have made it known. When the Supe["conduc t i ng 

Super Collider was looking fo[" home, the["e were 3 5  states 

compet ing for i t .  Richard Stallings Gtated that "'The panel o f  

Dc ient ists w h o  recommended t h e  f i n a l  seven 6tates s t [" e ssed the 

need (or c u l t u ra l ,  recreat ion , housing and employment oppo [" t un i t i e s  

for s t a f f  and the i r  fam i l i e s .  They a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s i te 

should be located near a major ["esearch unive r sity and have a 

regional a i rport nea r by . "  If we a [" e  going to a t t r a c t  new h i g h  

technology i n d u s t [" i e s  i t  sounds to me l ik e  we n e e d  to improve the 

quailty of the educational and t ranspo r ta t ion systems i n  Idaho. 

Well, what has changed s ince the Super Coll i d e r  consideration? 

I f  t h i s  i s  such a good deal, i f  this project will c["eate new jobs 

and improve the region ' s  economy, if this project poses no 

s i g n i f icant public health d s k s ,  env i r onmental impacts , 

t ranspo r t a t ion problems or safety concerns assoc ... ated w i th the 

p r o j e c t .  • • • •  then tell me one thing? Why a r en ' t  there 3 5  States 

compete i ng for this project? why isn ' t  the r e  one State compe t i ng 

for t h i s  project? 

Submitted by : 
Ca rla Shockey 
1726 J\lmo J\venue 
Burley, Idaho 83318 
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MY NAME 15 RON VAN DEUSEN AND I RESIDE I N  TW I N  FALLS. I ' M  HERE TONIGHT TO 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSE THE BUILDING OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ' S  SIS PROJECT I N  

A R C 0 9  I DAHO OR ANYWHERE. WHAT I S  T H E  PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT-:' I T  I S  T O  

R E F I N E  SPENT PLUTONIUM TO MAKE WEAPONS GRADE PLUTUN IUM. THERE I S  ONLY ONE 

PURPOSE FOR T H I S .  I T  WILL BE USED TO DESTROY HUMAN L I FE. HOW CAN ANYONE 

W I TH A CLEAR CONSCIOUS SUPPORT SUCH A PROJECT. NOT ONLY IS THERE A SURE 

HOLOCAUST I F  THE END PRODUCT IS USED BUT ALSO A THREAT OF THE SAME NATURE 

IN THE PROCESS OF R E F I N I N G  TO OUR STATE AND I T S  PEOPLE. A THREAT THAT THE 

DOE DOES NOT WANT TO BE RESPONSI BLE FOR. 

I AM NOT COMFORTABLE WITH STORING ANY WASTE AT THE INEL S I T E .  I DRINK 

THE WATER EVERY DAY THAT COMES FROM THE SNAKE R I VER PLAIN AQUIFER. I SWIM 

AND F I SH I N  THIS SAME WATER. IT WOULD TAKE ONLY ONE QUAKE I N  THE ARCO 

AREA NOW TO DESTROY US ALL JUST FROM THE WASTE THAT IS ALREADY PRESENT. 

I DRIVE EVERYDAY ON OUR ROADS THAT COULD BE A POTENTI ALLY DEADLY T R I P  IF 

AN ACCIDENT WHERE TO OCCUR DURING THE TF;'ANSPORTATION OF WASTE TO THE ARCO 

S I T E .  

W E  PRESENTLY HAVE MORE NUCLEAR WEAPONS THAN WE WOULD EVER NEED I N  THE 

EVENT OF A NUCLEAR WAR. WHY TAKE UNNECESSARY R I SK TO HUMAN L I FE TO 

PRODUCE OVERKILL? THERE IS AN EASY SOLUTION FOR CONGRESS � � JUST SAY N O '  � � 

��Ii:' ';;33Q , �;,J;,;; I 3'�G'6 

K () 111 r '\ (,\ � �--r 3 J B � h i  
l'J\e �� � 
\\ 'lc� I 
t � �\ <ry 
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March 2 5 ,  1 9 8 8  

GWA 
H e ar i n g  O ff i cer-SIS Hearings 
Box 4 0 9 0  
Ketchum , Idaho 8 3 3 4 0  

Dear S i r5 � 

E806 

Under no cercurnstances do I s upport n u c l e ar weaoon oroduction 
in Idaho . 

- ,  

As I l i ve in Idaho , �ay taxes in Idah o ,  vote i n  Idaho, I feel 
i t  i s  my right and duty to not support this industry and to 
give my strongest objection to i t ' s  presence in our s t a t e .  

Very Sincere l y ,  ::{mo(o,f-'lc"( t-LL'L-
Linda Terra 
Box 6 8 9  
Sun Val ley , Idaho 8 3 35 3  

March 2 3 .  ] 988 

Department of Energy 
Washington D . C .  

Dear Sirs : 

E807 

Florence K .  Blanchard Box 225 
Bellevue. Idaho 833 1 3  788·4450 

/2;:j"i.i:J,'-+ �O r; 

I would like to go on record as being opposed to the Special Isotope 
Separation Project (SIS) being built in Idaho or any other state. 

Technology always promises to help us 1 lVe a simpler and more contented 
l i f e ,  however , that rarely happens .  Inventions we have forsaken because they 
were too labor intensive or which required a slower pace of life,  by and 
large, created fewer environmental complications. The hand 100m, for example, 
has been replaced by huge textile mills spinning artificial fabrics out of 
a complex array of coal and petroleum based chemicals. Many o f  these 
chemicals pollute our air and end up poisoning our groundwater when they 
leak out of supposedly safe waste dumps. Any day of the week, we can read 
in some newspaper about a chemical spill causing water pollution, a fatal 
accident , or even the evacuation of a town. 

It might seem silly to suggest going back to hand looms to weave cloth 
catapUlts to protect our country from attack, but when you see where 
scientific advances have gotten us, the possibility makes more sense. 

Stop the SIS indefinitely. We need less complicated lives , not the prolif
eration of more insideous technological waste products. 

��� 
Florence K. Blanchard 
Box 225 
Bellevue, ID 83313 

1 . 1  
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C l a y  N i c h o l s  
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Ex hib G'f
June E. Heilman, MD., F.A.C.S. 

General, Vascular and Thoracic Surgery 
(208) 234-0188 

7 8 5  DOE P l ace 
I daho F al l s .  Idaho 8 3 2 0 4  

fo? 

RE : Spe c i a l  I sotope Separat i on 
( S I S )  Pro j e c t  

D e a r  Mr . Nicho l s : 

am w r i t i n g  in OPPO S i t i o n  to t h e  e s t ab l i shment of the Spec i a l  
I sotope Separator ( S I S )  at INE L .  The r e  are s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  that 
I have c o n s i d e r e d  i n  my t ak i n g  t h i s  p o s i t ion and I w i l l  ment ion 
a few o f  them . It app e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  is inadequate documen t a t i o n  
t o  support t h e  n e e d  f o r  m o r e  p l u t o n i um .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a n e e d  f o r  
m o r e  p l ut o n i um, t h e  n e e d  f o r  the S I S  appe a r s  t o  be uncert a i n . I t  
i s  my unde r s t an d i n g  t h a t  i t  wou l d  o n l y  b e  operat i on a l  f o r  a p e r i o d  
of a b o u t  8 y e a r s  i f  i t  were c r e at e d .  I f  that i s  t h e  ca s e ,  one 
h a s  t o  r e a l l y  que s t ion whe t h e r  o r  not i t  i s  r e a l l y  n e e d e d  at a l l .  
Of g r e a t e r  c o n c e r n  t o  me than the a c t u a l  need f o r  m o r e  p l u t o n i um 
or f o r  t h e  S I S  to be b u i l t .  is the v e r y  s e r i o u s  p o t ent i a l  impact 
t h i s  c o u l d  have on o u r  e n v i ronme n t . It app e a r s  that there has 
been i n ad e q u a t e  research i n t o  t h e  p o t e n t  i a l  p r o b l em s  t h a t  c o u l d  
b e  encount e r e d  w i th t h e  c r eat ion o f  a l ar ge amount o f  n u c l e a r  was t e . 
If t h e  Snake R iv e r  P l a i n  Aqu i f e r  i s  c o n t am i n a t e d  that wou l d  have 
a d e va s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on much of Southern I daho .  I w o u l d  a l s o  
que s t i o n  whe t h e r  o r  n o t  con s i de r at i o n s  have b e e n  t aken i n t o  account 
l o c a t i n g  a p l ant with t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  for t o x i c i t y  on a geograph i c a l l y  
act ive a re a .  Las t l y .  I f i n d  t h e  e x p en d i t u r e s  that w o u l d  b e  i nvolved 
in SIS t o  produce only p l ut o n i um t o  b e  u s e d  on l y  i n  nuc l e a r  weapons 
t o  be an i n c r e d i b l e  waste of money f o r  a count r y  a l ready fac i n g  
a c r i t i c a l  b u d g e t  de f i c i t .  T h e  p o t en t i a l  c at a s t roph ic e f f e c t s  
o n  the e n v i ronment do n o t  j u s t i f y  t h e  d e v e l opment o f  any f u r t h e r  
nuc l ear weapon s .  

Wh i l e  t h e r e  h a s  app e a r e d  t o  b e  much p ub l i c support i n  South e a s t e rn 
I daho f o r  S I S . as t h e r e  i s  a n e e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  j ob s .  I f e e l  t h a t  
the ave r a g e  c i t i z e n  suppo rt i n g  S I S  r e a l l y  d o e s  not u n d e r s t and what 
t h i s  mean s .  The p o t e n t i a l  g a i n  that c o u l d  b e  n o t e d  b y  the deve l o p 
m e n t  o f  S I S  at INE L .  i s  f a r  outwe i ghed b y  t h e  r i sk s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t . 

.! f' ' I ' F 
333 NORTH 1 ano AVENUE • POCATELLO. 10 83201 

We can no l on g e r  t h ink on l y  of OUf day by day n e ed s ;  we m u s t  r e a l i z e  
that o u r  c u r r e n t  a c t i o n s  c a n  and w i l l  have a m a j o r  a n d  o f t e n  d e v a 
s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  o n  the future env i ronment and mank i n d . 

Thank y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  in t h i s  mat t e r .  

S i n c e re;-� 
�E .  H e i lman . M . D .  

JEH/sp 
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TIIIN FALLS 
KARCH 3 1 ,  1988 
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MY NAME I S  CINDA ANDERSON , I AM A LIFE LONG RESIDENT O F  IDAHO. I HAVE 
CHOSEN TO HAKE SUN VALLEY MY HOKE BECAUSE OF HER MAJESTY AND NATURAL 
BEAUTY. IT IS BECAUSE I WANT TO SEE IDAHO AND THIS ENTIRE PlANET 
PRESERVED THAT I AM ADAKENTLY OPPOSED TO THE BUILDING OF THE SIS . 

I BELIEVE WE ARE WAlJ{ING THE PATH TO OUR OWN DESTRUCTION BY CREATING 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS . 

WE CANNOT EVER BE FREE OF THE YASTE THAT IS BEING CREATED, 
I DO NOT WANT IDAHO TO BE HAVE OR BE KNOW FOR ITS NUCLEAR CONTRIBUTION, 

I DO NOT WANT TO HAVE THE SIS PLANT USED TO SOLVE AN IMMEDIATE PROBLEM 
BY CREATING JOBS FOR SOKE - AND AT THE SAKE TIKE CREATING A LONG TERM 
HAZARD AND POSSIBLE INIALATION FOR ALL OF US ! 

PLEASE, FOR THE SAKE OF OUR BEAUTlruL STATE AND PlANET , LET THE PEOPLE 
OF IDAHO DO THEIR PART IN STOPPING THE NUCLEAR ARKS RACE · DON ' T  BUILD 
THE S I S !  

E 8 1 0  

Please read the folla..ring into the testiITony at the hearing 
on March 28,1988 ooncern.i.ng the proposed SIS project. 

Sirs; 

Please OOl13ider the folly of allc:oring the SIS project 
in Idah:>. 'Itle rrore than probable contamination of the 
Snake River Plain Pquifer should be reason enough to 
stop this :?lan, along with the fact that Idaho has a 
geolClg'ical instability real er.ough to cause a disastrous 
rruclear accident in the future . 

'!he United States has rrore plutonium than ever OJUld be 
"r..ceded" . ;.Ising this state as a nuclear dtllTping groW1d 
is appalli.'"1g eroucjh; to mmufacture , proc::eS5 arxl store 
any r:ure YUUld be a .fom of ino:::nprehensible stupidity. 

'!hose whJ cite jobs, tax rroney and. the eroOCltly in general 
as a factor for considering this project in a fX)sitive 
light might consider Senator John Glenn I 5 \'lOrds; "It will 
do precious little gcod to protect ourselves fran the 
Soviets if, in the process, � fX)ison or irradiate our 
a.m. :people . "  

And finlally, there i s  the nora! issue. Do � want ldaOO 
to be identified to the rest of the \'IOrld as an area of 
beautiful wilderness, clear water arxl clean air or as 
the place where �fX)ns than can destroy our very precious 
am.. very [illite planet are made? Z;;1� 

r�1a C3.�� 
820 Walnut Street 
Ketchum, Idaho 
83340 
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March 2 � .  1988 
From: Elizabeth Paul f o r  t h e  Snake River Alliance 
To : Department of Energy 
Memo regarding hearing proce dure � .  

Snake River All iance has a number o f  grievances 
regarding the SIS DEIS hearings . 

1. The DOE ignored requests from citizens groups and 
elected o f f icials . and refused to !Schedule hearing!!! in 
Pocate llo and Lewiston. These requests were made a3 early as 
October . 19 8 7 .  The !Scheduling of hearings in these location!!! 
would have le!3!1ened the burden on the Idaho Falls and Boise 
hearing s .  

2 .  The DOE announced the !Schedule for the hearings on 
Thursday February 1 1 .  A.Eter !ltating that the hearin&: date!!! 
were "set in concrete " .  on Thursday, Februar{ 25 the DOE 
rescheduled the hearings . The DOE did not publ icize the 
rescheduled hearing dates adequately . There were many 
instances where citizens showed up to testify on the 
originally scheduled date s .  When the DOE announced the 
rescheduled hearings it did not announce the new dates for 
pre-reg i3tration . 

3 .  The DOE did not keep track of the dates that 
citizen!! !!igned up to speak at the hearing !! .  The Snake River 
A l l iance went to great lengths to �end name!! to the DOE a!! 
soon as the person indicated their intere!!t in te!!tifying. 
Thi!! wa!! done with the under!!tanding that citizen!! would be 
scheduled to !!peak in the order that they were s igned up. It 
wa!! not until March 2 2  that we were informed that the DOE 
had not kept track of when people !!igned uP . and that people 
would !!peak in a random order . 

The early regi!!tration on the part of the Snake River 
All iance also afforded the DOE the ability to know that the 
hearing!! would be over booked. The Snake River All iance , 
alone . had !!igned up close to 2 0 0  peop I e  by March 7 !  The DOE 
took no steps to addre!l!l the problem o f  over subscription 
until March 2 2 .  

It .  The DOE publi!!hed notice!! o f  the hearing!! in 
newspaper!! statewide that failed to mention all four of the 
option!! being con!lidered in the DEIS. The option that was 
not included was the "No Action" alternat ive. 

S. Hearing announcement !I placed by the DOE in 
new!!papers appeared after the last date to pre-register. The 
notice in the Wood River Journal appeared on March 2 3 .  198 8 .  

6 .  A s  o f  1 : 00 PMon March 2 � ,  the DOE has refused to 
make public its plan to deal with over 7 0  hours of tes timony 
in the 2 t.  hours o f  scheduled hearing time 

7 .  There were a l s o  problem!l with the di!!tribution of 
the DEI S .  Names of people who requested copies o f  the DEIS 
were lost by the DOE. Copies were not made available for the 
public to pick-up in Boise , Pocatello , Twin Fall!! and other 
areas , until after complaints had been received. 
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PUBLIC '. HEARING.A::::> 
. ,  , .. : " ,  ' ''�;''' '' 'NOTICE ,:,"" '; ;.� · : . \i" ;;,(..;,,.; 

.. 

:,\ • 1', ,1"1 , ' li't",,:, , U';" "t\·."."I', " >:'1 ,j ,'I " l  t'·'" 1' 11: ,,' ; :: ; ' ,: .. ,,' " ' II' �, � �l�t�:�::�" :;�, .,i:" ,�;'�:: ';' ';1: 
. " .' TO OBTAIN PUBLIC INPUT ON TIlE ,: . ,i,i," ,,,,' ,.,, .. " "  

, . U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY'S . " "  .. ' .. ;:.:� .';. ' .  , 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMErtr", .,,,,, ;, . 

TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A .' . . ; '. " " '. 
SPECIAL ISOTOPE SEPARATION FACILITY , ." ., , ·, 

The Depa�menl 01 Energy (DOE) will hold Ihree (3) Public Hearings on
" 

, . " 
whether to construct a Special Isotope Separation (SIS) Facility at either .. ' " , 
the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory (INEL) near Idaho Falls, Idaho; 'I "I I 
Savannah River Plant (SAP) near Aiken, South Carolina; or the Hanford ,I> " , 

Site near Richland, ,WaShington. ,", 'I ," , . ', •• ' I ,;1 ; ��><: . . 
·The Hearings will solicit public comment on the Dran Envlronmenlal 

Impacl Slalemenl (DEIS), prepared by Ihe DOE 10 evaluale any polenlial.; 
environmental impacts connected with the proposed action. The DOE ' 1\ ", 
encourages members of the public to attend one of these hearings 
scheduled (or: 1 

FRIDAY. MARCH 25. 1 988. UNIVERSITY PLACE 
1 776 SCIENCE CENTER DRIVE · 

. ".,: " 
' 1 1 •• ,, -" " I " ,' IDAHO FALL�. !P�T 2 ��. AND 7 P.M. 

SATURDAY. MARCH 26. 1 988. CITY H
-
A

-
LL

-------

150 NORTH CAPITOL BLVD. ' " ,  , , .. .. , 
BOISe, IDAHO. AT 2 P.M. AND 7 P.M. 

MONDAY. MARCH 28. 1 980. BEST WESTERN. CANYON SPRINGS ' i ; . 
1357 BLUE LAKES BLVD. NORTH 
TWIN FALLS, IDAHO. AT 2 P.M. AND 7 �.M • .  /" 

Individuals desiring to make an oral presenlallon 
'
at a hearing should .' .;'ri.1 

nolily Dr. Clay Nichols. SIS Projecl Manager, by March 18. 1988. slaling ' I I  
preferred dales and sessions, s o  (hat (he DOE may arrange a schedule for" l 
the presentations, or Individuals may register at the door. Individuals 

.' 
� 

,
_

, 

making oral presenlaUons al the he��ingsl �ay,t�rn in � wrlnen copy of.th�lr�\d' 
slatemen,t for tho hearing record. . , ' ' , ., " 

. . 
To reg Isler 10 make an oral presenlalion or 10 receive a copy ol lhe DE IS . .. 

contact: 'q " " 1 . "I': " j  �:;-, " � ',' I ':�'\�� 
DR CLAY NICHOLS "' , ,' .

' ' . ', ,( :.. "" '� .-} � • ') \KJ • .  � "  r ,' , '
, 
<"1 ;' • 

. ' '\. JIIIo � U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, .IDAHO OPERATIONS OFFICE ".  . 

785 DOE PLACE ." . , ." ." . ,  ':" '.'1 '  • . . :'Y 'j 
IDAHO FALLS. ID 83402·1133 ',,:; ;";"\. ·'�.H\:'l . "' . ' 'il�:;�:' 
TELEPHONE (200) 526-0306 ." '" , . .  \ h'� " . ,. j , , '  . '. :)" " " 

i' :' . ' � t; . . ! " 7, � ', .' • • : ' .  ,r 
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