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(QERComments@hq.doe.gov)

Office of Energy Policy and Systems Analysis
EPSA-60, QER Meeting Comments
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C.  20585-0121
Re:  Quadrennial Energy Review: Comment on the public meeting “Water-Energy Nexus”, June 19, 2014, San Francisco, California
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The Irrigation & Electrical Districts’ Association is a nonprofit state association in Arizona.  Its 25 members and associate members serve electricity and water to over half the population of the state and two-thirds of its irrigated agriculture.  As such, these public entities face many water-energy nexus issues on a daily basis.  We are writing to you today because of our great concern that this is a top-down, command and control exercise where a limited amount of public input is provided in a few cities on separate subjects.

We are not alone in having limited resources with which to keep track of, let alone participate in, these far-flung discussions around the country.  We are most interested in those that relate to subject matter areas with which we deal.  That is the reason we are commenting on this particular subject.  
We are greatly concerned that some sort of overarching policies or legislation will come out of this effort and, like most generalities, be inappropriate for application in specific areas.

For instance, on the Colorado River, the water-energy nexus is totally different than it is in many other situations.  The distribution of water from the Colorado River is governed by a 1922 compact, a Supreme Court decision, a treaty, numerous other court cases, rules, statutes and policies that make up what we refer to as the “Law of the River”.  To add to that complexity, not everyone even agrees what is included under that umbrella.  Nevertheless, the water flows and electricity is generated when the water is released from dams containing hydropower generators.  All of the major dams of the Colorado River system have those generators.  Power that is sold by the Western Area Power Administration from these facilities is critical to the economies of the Rocky Mountain States as well as southern California and states in what we in Arizona would consider the Midwest.   
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The Law of the River, which we follow in order to benefit from this water supply and this hydropower supply, is significantly different than the legal requirements that direct operations, for instance, on the Sacramento River in California, the Columbia in Washington and Oregon, or the Rio Grande in New Mexico and Texas.  It should be obvious that a one-size-fits-all policy concerning these river systems will not work.  Attempting to devise a national policy or strategy about this aspect of the water-energy nexus must consider these complex legal and economic systems.  Any attempt to devise a single, overarching direction for these resources will ultimately fail.
We suggest that the Quadrennial Review give serious thought about how it can actually marshal the opinions and expertise of the people on the ground who have to deal with these issues every day.  One meeting in San Francisco won’t get you there.





Sincerely,




/s/




Robert S. Lynch





Counsel and Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

RSL:psr

cc:
Hon. Jan Brewer, Governor of Arizona

Jim Ogsbury, Executive Director, Western Governors’ Association


Arizona Congressional Delegation


Sue Kelly, President & CEO, American Public Power Association


Bob Johnson, Executive Vice President, National Water Resources Association


Leslie James, Executive Director, Colorado River Energy Distributors’ Association


Bill Drummond, Executive Director, Mid-West Electric Consumers Association

IEDA Presidents/Chairmen and Managers
