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Good afternoon. My name is Becky Harrison.  I am the CEO of the GridWise Alliance, and am pleased to have this opportunity to address this body, as DOE examines the vital topic of our nation’s electric delivery infrastructure. 
 
The GridWise Alliance has a unique cross-section of members, including electric utilities, IT and communications equipment and service providers, national laboratories, academic institutions, ISOs/ RTOs, and more.  

The GridWise Alliance issued a report last year entitled, Improving Electric Grid Reliability and Resiliency, which highlighted many lessons learned from Superstorm Sandy and other very-large scale events, such as floods, wildfires and ice storms. 

· In our report we highlighted the increasing interdependencies of many of our critical infrastructures including our gas delivery infrastructure, our information and communications infrastructure, our fueling supply chain and our electric infrastructure.  As our digital economy becomes increasingly dependent on electricity, the impacts from power outages are increasing. We must understand and manage these interdependencies proactively in order to insure we can recover from very large-scale events quickly and effectively.
· Grid-related technologies, including remote sensing and control capabilities, enable a utility to have greater “situational awareness” and are essential in preventing and responding to extreme weather events as well as cybersecurity and physical threats, but today are not widely deployed to maximize their capabilities.

· Multi-customer microgrids that consists of different entities or properties, such as a gasoline station, ATM, and grocery store – can improve resilience during and following very large-scale events, but the rules regarding who will manage these and how they will interface with the larger grid must be defined before they can be widely deployed.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]We also believe it is important to ensure that consumer engagement is incorporated into this process, as our nation’s electric delivery system undergoes a substantial transformation in the coming years. Our goal must be to maintain and even improve the current high level of reliability our nation enjoys while embracing the innovation that will take us to the next level  - transitioning to a two-way interactive electrical system where customers are both consumers and producers of electricity.  Currently, we lack the infrastructure and systems to manage a truly “transactive” energy world enabling these new “prosumers” of tomorrow.

· It is critical that we understand that the electric power system is a complex ecosystem and “silo-ed” policy development or decisions may have unintended consequences on the ecosystem as a whole. The electric utility industry is undergoing a major transition, but the electric grid is not going away.  The future grid of 2030 likely will look very different and be managed differently, but we will continue to need a “wired” network to serve as the backbone of our electric power system.

The GridWise Alliance stands ready to assist with this critical QER effort. 

I would like to submit our Report and these remarks for the official record.
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