Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool (CHAT)

Talking points

“CHAT” stands for Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool. The Western Governors’ CHAT is
a non-regulatory GIS tool that displays the best available maps of crucial wildlife habitat
across 16 western states based on commonly agreed upon definitions developed by the
Western Governors” Wildlife Council. The Council is comprised of wildlife and

technical experts appointed by the Governors to create CHAT.

Demonstrates strong bipartisan cooperation across 16 Western states to develop a cross-
boundary informational system that will serve as a first-stop for developers in the pre-

planning stage of a project.

The CHAT provides a “30,000-foot” overview of crucial habitat for pre-planning. It
could be used for “macro-siting” energy corridors and transmission routes, or
conserving fish and wildlife habitat. It provides a “first look” that can be used to guide

project planners to more detailed resources in individual states.

Several states have their own CHATSs, which offer more detailed, state-specific maps and
information. (States with their own CHATs: WA, OR, CA, NV, AZ, WY, MT, NM, KS)

Shows the Governors’ commitment to reduce time, conflicts and surprises for industry,

while at the same time conserving the West’s natural resources.

Makes state wildlife data easily accessible for energy, transportation, land use, and

conservation planners in order to inform land use decision making.

“Crucial habitat” is defined as a place likely to provide the natural resources important
to aquatic and terrestrial wildlife, including species of concern, as well as hunting and

fishing species.

The Western Governors’ Wildlife Council created the definition of crucial habitat and
decided the categories of data that would need to be “rolled-up” into a crucial habitat
dataset. That includes everything from fish and game habitat (the “species of economic
and recreational importance” layer) to connectivity between habitats to species of
concern (threatened, endangered, or other species identified by states as “species of

concern”).



The states had the flexibility to choose which data and modeling to include in each of the
sub-layers that were eventually “rolled up” into crucial habitats. This allowed states the
flexibility to include their own state priorities while still working within a common

agreed-upon framework.

A survey of users shows that the CHAT is primarily being used for conservation

purposes, energy development, and wildlife management.

The Crucial Habitat dataset is downloadable so users can put the information into their

own GIS software and use it in conjunction with other datasets.

The state and regional CHATSs are non-regulatory and cannot be used for project-level
reviews. CHAT simply provides access to state wildlife agency scientific data on a

broad scale for use in initial project assessment, siting and pre-planning.

Data is updated on a regular basis. States have the opportunity to update their data

every six months.

WGA is currently seeking a long-term host for the CHAT through a Request for
Expressions of Interest. This host (or team of hosts) will work with WGA to define what
the future of the CHAT looks like; we expect the states will still have an active role in

maintaining and improving the CHAT. The REOI is open through August 29.



