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PNNL Team 

DOE Challenge Home Webinars 
April 18, 2014 

Building America Solution Center: 

Meet Your New Best Friend 
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Serve the market transformation process  

by disseminating Building America content  

most critical for customers  

to apply proven innovations. 

BASC Goal 
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Is: 

Content for Applying Proven Innovations: 

• How to Specify  

• How to Install Properly 

• How to Prove Performance 

• How to Educate 

Is Not: 

• Design Tool for Customized Energy Packages 

What BASC ‘Is’ & ‘Is Not’ 

5   |   Building America Program eere.energy.gov 
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Pre-BASC BASC Key: 

BASC Content Innovation 
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BASC…this is just the beginning 
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Thank You 

For More Information: 
 

http://basc.energy.gov 

 

Also Accessible via Building America Web Site: 
 

http://www.buildingamerica.gov 

 

Questions? 

http://basc.energy.gov/
http://basc.energy.gov/
http://www.buildingamerica.gov/
http://www.buildingamerica.gov/
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Building America 
Solution Center 

DOE Challenge Home - Tech Training Webinars:  
Resources for Verifying, Constructing, and Marketing Zero Energy 
Homes 

Michael Baechler 
Chrissi Antonopoulos 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
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World-Class 
Expert 
Guidance… 

…At Your 
Fingertips 

Building America Solution Center 

BASC.energy.gov 
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Solution Center Homepage 
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Find What You Need 



5 | INNOVATION & INTEGRATION: Transforming the Energy Efficiency Market Buildings.Energy.gov 

Guides 

• Guides: core 
organization of 
information in the 
Solution Center. 

• Includes 8 tabs of 
specific information. 

• How to install, how to 
specify, how to prove 
performance. 
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Solution Center Homepage 
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• Provide feedback and content 
• Customize content to your climate 
• Build and track your Field Kits 
• Save content that can be accessed in the 

field through Android and IOS mobile 
applications 

• Help DOE understand how the tool is used 
 

Register and Log In To: 
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Create User Account or Log In 
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Log In to Provide Feedback 

Registered 
users can 
provide 
feedback on 
the Solution 
Center and 
its content 
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Log In to Customize for Climate Zone 

Customize 
your climate 
zone and 
interests for 
more 
focused 
navigation 
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Log In to Customize Field Kits 
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Field Kits 
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Instant Access to Saved Guides 
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Print and PDF Functionality  

PDF and Print are now 
available for all Guides 
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Content 

Building 
Components 

Building 
Science 

Publications 

Program 
Checklists 

Browse Faceted 
Search 

Home/Entry Page 

Building America Solution Center  
More Accessible 
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• Topics by Building Component are displayed as images 
representing eight building-related component areas  

• Each component is further organized into Component 
Subcategories (e.g., air sealing, insulation, etc.)   

Building Components 
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Building Components (cont.) 

Click a component to display subcategories 
Click subcategories to display Guides 
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• Building America Solution Center currently allows 
exploration of content specific to ENERGY STAR Version 3 
checklists. 

• DOE’s Zero Energy Ready Home checklist (formerly 
Challenge Home) is currently under development and will 
be available on May 9, 2014. 

• The initial rollout of the Zero Energy Ready Home checklist 
will include a subset of checklist content, and will constantly 
be updated until the checklist is fully populated.  

• Topics are displayed in the same order as they appear on 
the ENERGY STAR or Zero Energy Ready Home 
checklists.  

• Users can drill down into the checklist to display Guides 
associated with each requirement. 

Program Checklists 
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ENERGY STAR Checklist 
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Zero Energy Ready Home Checklist 
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Zero Energy Ready Home Checklist 
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Building Science Publications 

Building Science Publications visualizes the entire Building America 
library and BASC references. It allows a user to explore the 
classification of content, and to drill down to specific Publications. 
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Building Science Publications: 
CATEGORY BLOCKS 

• Search by categories 
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Browser: Image Gallery 

Click an image 
to enlarge in a 
sliding window. 
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Browser: Image Gallery 

• Images can be displayed full size. Use save icon to save to file. 
• Select the Field Kit icon to add or remove from your Field Kit 
• Use the “Information” icon to locate the source of the image 
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Browser: CAD Files 

• Click the CAD 
file image to 
load in a slider 
window 

• CAD files can 
also be saved 
in PDF or DWG 
file formats 
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View the Solution Center from a 
Mobile Device 

• View the Solution Center from 
any mobile device with internet 
or cellular data plan. 

• Log in to save images, CAD 
files and guides to Field Kits. 

http://basc.energy.gov 
 

 
 

 
 

http://basc.energy.gov
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Mobile Access to Field Kits 
using Solutions 

• Access saved Field 
Kits remotely without 
an internet connection 
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Mobile Access to Field Kits 
using Solutions 

• Tap media 
thumbnails to 
enlarge images or 
CAD files 

• View media and 
Guides in portrait 
or landscape 



30 | Building America eere.energy.gov 

Mobile Access to Field Kits 
using Solutions 

• Flip through all tabs of saved 
Guides 
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• The Android “Solutions” app is now available. 
• The iOS “Solutions” app will soon be available.  
• Creating user accounts and saving Field Kits, Images 

and CAD files allows users to access their saved content 
without an internet or cellular connection.  

• The Android version of Solutions is currently available on 
the Solution Center website: basc.pnnl.gov/solutions 
 

Mobile Apps 
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Building America Solution Center 

Wrap-Up 
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• At its core, the Solution Center is web-accessible, 
structured data base of Building America best practices. 

• The user interface consists of a number of tools to find 
focused content and to support partnering programs. 

• Registered users gain access to more customized and 
mobile information. 

• Initial content has been based on legacy information. 
• The first priority was developing tools and content to 

support ENERGY STAR Version 3. 
• New content is flowing from Building America for the 

Zero Energy Ready Home and existing homes. 
• The Solution Center is a living database that is 

continuously populated and updated. 
 

Summary 
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• The Solution Center now supports creation and 
management of multiple Field Kits. 

• PDF and Print functionality is available for all guides. 
• The Solution Center can now be viewed through any mobile 

device with internet access. 
•      “Solutions” app for Android is now available. 
•       iOS app will be rolled out May 9th. 
• Both apps allow synchronization and access to saved Field 

Kits with or without cell or Wi-Fi coverage. 
 

Major Upgrades to Customization 
and Accessibility 
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• Building Science Publications now provides access to the 
entire Building America library and all BASC references. 

• DOE’s Zero Energy Ready Home Checklist will be rolled out 
May 9th. 

• We plan to launch an existing home checklist in fall. 
• New Help page and acknowledgements. 

Other Major Upgrades 
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• Submit specific comments on each guide using the 
“FEEDBACK” links within the guides. 

• Links for general comments  and content submission 
guidelines are available on the Homepage.  

• Email comments to: 

Three Updated Mechanisms for 
Comments from Registered Users 

basc@pnnl.gov 
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Access the Building America Solution Center at: 

URL 

https://basc.energy.gov 
Also accessible through the Building America Website at: 

http://www.buildingamerica.gov 
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World-Class 
Expert 
Guidance… 

…At Your 
Fingertips 

Building America Solution Center 

BASC.energy.gov  
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The Home of the Future….Today 
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Website 

• www.buildings.energy.gov/challenge/  

• Events:  

• Upcoming in-person ZERH Training 

• Technical Training webinars 

• Conference Presentations 

• Partner Locator 

• Program Specifications 

• Webinar Recordings (coming soon) 

 

Building America Solution Center 

• http://basc.pnnl.gov/ 

 

DOE Challenge Home Resources 

http://www.buildings.energy.gov/challenge/
http://www.buildings.energy.gov/challenge/
http://basc.pnnl.gov/
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Thank You 

 

 

 

For More Information: 
 

www.buildings.energy.gov/challenge/ 

 

Email: 
 

doechallengehome@newportpartnersllc.com  

mailto:doechallengehome@newportpartnersllc.com
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