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BLM MISSION STATEMENT

The Bureau of Land Management is responsible for stewardship of our public lands. The BLM is
committed to manage, protect, and improve these lands in a manner to serve the needs of the American
people. Management is based upon the principles of multiple use and sustained yield of our Nation’s
resources within the framework of environmental responsibility and scientific technology. These
resources include recreation, rangelands, timber, minerals, watershed, fish and wildlife habitat,
wilderness, air, and scenic quality, as well as scientific and cultural values.

WESTERN MISSION STATEMENT

Western Area Power Administration’s mission is to market and deliver reliable, renewable, cost-based
hydroelectric power and related services.
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Chapter 4
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

4.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the results of the environmental impact analysis for the various resources introduced
in chapter 3 of this EIS.

4.1.1 Impact Assessment

The proposed Project outlined in chapter 2 may cause, directly or indirectly, changes in the human
environment. This DEIS assesses and analyzes these potential changes and discloses the effects on the
decision-makers and public. This process of disclosure is one of the fundamental goals of the NEPA
process. The no action alternative is also described. The no action alternative forms the baseline against
which the potential impacts of the Proponent Preferred alternative and the other action alternatives are
compared.

Effects/Impacts

The terms “effect” and “impact” are synonymous under NEPA. Effects may refer to ecological, aesthetic,
historical, cultural, economic, social, or health-related phenomena that may be caused by the Proponent
Preferred alternative or action alternatives. Effects may be direct, indirect, or cumulative in nature.
Cumulative effects are analyzed at the end of this chapter.

Effects, or impacts, can be beneficial or adverse, result from the action directly or indirectly, and can be
long term, short term, temporary, or cumulative in nature. A direct effect occurs at the same time and
place as the action. Indirect effects are reasonably foreseeable effects that occur later in time or are
removed in distance from the action. Direct and indirect effects are discussed in combination under each
affected resource. Short-term effects, or impacts, result in changes to the environment that are stabilized
or mitigated rapidly and without long-term effects; these changes typically occur during construction, or
may be sporadic maintenance events during the life of the proposed Project. Long-term impacts are
defined as those that would remain substantially for the life of the proposed Project, or beyond short-term
impacts.

Mitigation and Residual Impacts

The analysis takes into account the proponent-committed measures and BMPs described in table 2-7
and the laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards described under each resource. These proponent-
committed measures have been built into the proposed Project to minimize impacts to the extent
practicable by project design.

Mitigation measures are a means with which to address environmental impacts that are applied in the
impact analysis to reduce the intensity or eliminate potential impacts. To be adequate and effective, CEQ
rules (40 CFR 1508.20) require that mitigation measures fit into five broad categories: avoid the impact,
minimize the impact, rectify the impact through repair and/or rehabilitation, reduce or eliminate the
impact, or compensate for the impact. Where applicable, additional mitigation measures are provided in
this document.
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If residual effects remain after the mitigation is applied, those effects are described. The residual impacts
section addresses impacts that cannot be avoided by the application of mitigation measures and discloses
the effectiveness of additional mitigation measures provided for each resource.

Impacts of Decommissioning

The term of the BLM ROW grant to allow use of Federal land would be limited to 50 years, although the
useful life of the Project facilities is projected to be at least 50 years and up to 75 years. As discussed in
“Decommissioning” in chapter 2, if the ROW and facilities are no longer needed, the transmission lines
and associated facilities would be decommissioned. Subsequently, conductors, insulators, concrete pads,
and hardware would be dismantled and removed from the ROW. All areas of permanent disturbance
would be restored in accordance with a decommissioning plan, to be developed by the ROW grant holder
(Southline) and approved by the BLM Authorized Officer.

Impacts resulting from the decommissioning process would be similar in scope to the impacts that would
occur during construction of the proposed Project. The amount of ground disturbance for access to the
proposed Project facilities would be within the amount of land disturbed during construction. Impacts
associated with decommissioning are anticipated to be similar to the impacts during construction in terms
of the extent of disturbance. However, potential impacts and the timeframe for decommissioning are so
far in the future that determining or estimating the impacts would be speculative. Therefore, the impacts
of decommissioning cannot be meaningfully analyzed within each resource section. The Project
Decommissioning Plan, discussed in chapter 2, would include procedures that would be implemented
under the direction of the land management agencies or landowners, in compliance with applicable
regulations and guidelines.

4.1.2 Cumulative Effects

Effects on a resource are considered cumulative when the effects from the Project are added to the
potential effects from other past, present, or future projects in the analysis area. Cumulative effects are
discussed in detail in section 4.20.

4.1.3 Significance and Impact Indicators

Significance is defined by the CEQ as a measure of the intensity and context of the effects of an action
on, or the importance of that action to, the human environment. Significance is a function of the beneficial
and adverse effects of an action on the environment.

Intensity refers to the severity or level of magnitude of impact. Proximity to sensitive areas or protected
resources, public health and safety, level of controversy, unique risks, or potentially precedent-setting
results are all factors considered in determining the intensity of the effect. This DEIS uses the terms
major, moderate, or minor/negligible in describing the intensity of effects.

Context means that the effect(s) of an action must be analyzed within a framework or within physical or
conceptual limits. Resource disciplines, location, type, or size of area affected (e.g., local, regional,
national), and affected interests are all elements of context that ultimately determine significance. Both
short- and long-term impacts are relevant.

Use of the term significant when referring to resource impacts indicates that some threshold was exceeded
for a particular impact indicator. Impact indicators are the consistent parameters used to determine
quality, intensity, and duration of change in a resource. Working from an established existing condition
(i.e., the baseline conditions described in chapter 3), one or more condition indicators are used to predict
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or detect change in a resource related to causal impacts of proposed Project actions. These thresholds are
consistent with CEQ’s guidance on the criteria for a significant impact. Table 1-8 in chapter 1 lists the
key issues for analysis, as derived from public scoping and agency input, and the sections in which these
issues are analyzed in the DEIS.

The following categories of magnitude and duration are presented to define relative levels of effects and
to provide a common language when describing effects. The definitions in table 4.1-1 below are general.
Descriptors are specifically defined for certain resources when the general definitions presented in this
table are inadequate.

Table 4.1-1. Standard Resource Impact Descriptions for Magnitude and Duration

Description Relative to Resource

Magnitude
No Impact Would not produce obvious changes in baseline condition of the resource.
’\N/I(Ierg]cl)igible Impacts would occur, but resource would retain existing character and overall baseline conditions.
Moderate Impacts would occur, but resource would partially retain existing character. Some baseline conditions would
remain unchanged.
Major Impacts would occur that would create a high degree of change within the existing resource character and overall
condition of resource.
Duration

Short term During construction and up to 5 years (from when ground-disturbing activities begin, through reclamation when
vegetation has been reestablished in construction areas).

Long term More than 5 years, life of the Project.

4.1.4 Analysis Approach Summary

The information available for the proposed Project is preliminary and is subject to change during the
detailed design process. This DEIS has been developed based on available information deemed adequate
to characterize expected impacts to the extent that the intensity, context, magnitude, and duration are
understood for each affected resource.

A representative ROW was identified for the Project’s New Build and Upgrade Sections, where the
majority of ground disturbance resulting from the Project is expected to occur. The representative ROW
for the proposed New Build Section of the Project is 200 feet wide; this includes the Proponent Preferred
alternative and all subroutes, segments, and local alternatives. The representative ROW for the Upgrade
Section of the Project is 150 feet wide; this includes the Proponent Preferred alternative and all subroutes,
segments, and local alternatives.

The Project design is preliminary. Therefore, the ground disturbance that could occur from the proposed
Project, whether in the representative ROW or from disturbance areas outside the representative ROW,
has been estimated based on typical design characteristics of the Project as described in the July 2013
POD. These estimates include assumptions for typical structure types, a range of structure types needed
per mile, structure foundations, staging areas, pulling and tensioning sites, access road types, and spur
access routes. It is important to note that not all areas in the ROW or along access roads would be
completely disturbed.

The average disturbance acreage per mile for both temporary and permanent ground disturbance within
the representative ROW was calculated for both the New Build and Upgrade sections of the Project.
Temporary disturbance per mile within the ROW was estimated based on assumptions for structure work
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areas, wire pulling and tensioning sites, wire splicing sites, and cross-country travel access to structure
sites. Permanent disturbance within the ROW was estimated based on assumptions for structure base and
on improving or constructing new access roads.

In addition, there may also be ground disturbance outside the representative ROW from staging areas and
substation expansion. The temporary disturbance from staging areas was estimated based on typical
staging area needs described in the POD. Substation expansion would result in both temporary and
permanent ground disturbance based on preliminary designs in the POD, which is subject to change
during the detailed design process. Estimates for both temporary and permanent ground disturbance
outside the representative ROW are presented as acreage in table 2-8 in chapter 2.

4.2 AIR QUALITY

4.2.1 Introduction

This section describes the impacts to air quality associated with the construction, operation and
maintenance of the transmission line, substations, and ancillary facilities. Impacts to air quality are
discussed in terms of proposed Project emissions of criteria air pollutants, HAPs, and GHGs on a
subroute basis. In addition to quantifying the proposed Project emissions on a mass basis, a general
screening-level impact analysis has been conducted to predict ambient concentrations of air pollutants for
proposed Project-related activities that have the greatest potential to exceed applicable ambient air quality
standards.

For the purposes of the analysis, emission estimate summaries for each of the subroutes under
consideration have been compared with general conformity threshold levels, while predicted ambient air
concentrations have been compared with the SILs. Where predicted exceedances to an SIL exist, the
predicted ambient concentration plus the representative background concentration have been compared
with the applicable national or State ambient air quality standards. Impacts to air quality related values
(AQRVs) in relation to Class | areas (national parks) and impacts to climate change are also discussed in
a qualitative manner.

All action alternatives would result in emissions of criteria pollutants, HAPs, and GHGs. Only the no
action alternative would result in no Project-related emissions or impacts.

Operational emissions and impacts would be much lower than construction phase emissions; therefore,
impacts have not been quantified (with the exception of SF¢) from the circuit breakers). Operation and
maintenance emissions would include vehicle exhaust from travel to substations and the transmission line
for routine inspection, as well as SF¢ emissions from operation of the gas-insulated circuit breakers in the
switchyards. The sources of emission categories that have been considered include the following:

»  Fugitive dust from earth-moving associated with construction activities in support of the upgrade
and new build of the transmission lines and substations;

» Fugitive dust from vehicle movement on paved and unpaved roads accessing various segments of
the line route;

» Engine exhaust (tailpipe emissions) from both on-road and non-road vehicles/equipment,
including construction worker commuting, delivery of materials and supplies, and onsite
construction activities;

» Emissions from concrete batch plants used to mix the concrete for structure and substation
equipment foundations; and
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»  SFe emissions from gas-insulated circuit breakers in the switchyards.

Decommissioning activities could also potentially result in air emissions. Impacts resulting from
decommissioning activities would be similar in scope to impacts from construction. While impacts are
anticipated to be similar in nature, the potential timeframe for decommissioning activities (at least 50
years out) renders the consideration of impacts to air quality from decommissioning activities highly
speculative. By the time decommissioning of the line takes place, decommissioning techniques and
requirements could have changed, as well as the legal and regulatory setting requirements. Therefore,
impacts to air quality from decommissioning activities are not addressed.

This analysis assumes that proposed Project design details would be employed as required by the States
of New Mexico and Arizona for fugitive dust for land-clearing, road construction, and construction
activities associated with construction of the line. In addition, fugitive emissions would be controlled on
unpaved roads to the extent required by the States.

The impacts described in this section are based on data provided in “Southline Transmission Project
Resource Report 1: Air Quality and Climate Change” (CH2M Hill 2013a) and described in chapter 3,
section 3.2.

4.2.2 Methodology and Assumptions

This section describes the air quality analysis area, the assumptions and methodology used to calculate air
pollutant emissions, and the approach to identifying significant impacts and identifies what would be
considered a significant air quality impact from the construction, operation, and maintenance of the
transmission lines and substations.

Analysis Area

As described in chapter 3, the air quality analysis area for both the New Build and Upgrade sections and
the alternative routes and segments is a 50-km radius (approximately 31 miles) along the centerline of the
proposed Project (see figure 3.2-1). The 50-km radius was used for consistency with minimum air quality
analyses required by PSD guidelines, if applicable, and the ADEQ and New Mexico Department of
Environmental Quality modeling guidelines.

Analysis Assumptions

Emissions were calculated to estimate ambient air impacts from construction and, where appropriate,
operation and maintenance of the transmission lines, substation, and ancillary equipment associated with the
proposed Project. Emission inventories were developed using published and agency-accepted values, such
as from emission factors from AP-42, MOBILE®6.2, and NONROAD. PM;o and PM, s emissions were
quantified for fugitive dust from earth-moving and construction activities that would be associated with
construction of the transmission line and substations, including fugitive dust from concrete batch plant
construction and operation; fugitive dust from vehicles traveling on paved and unpaved roads accessing
various segments of the line route during construction; criteria air pollutants, HAPs, and GHGs resulting
from engine exhaust from worker commutes, delivery trucks, and construction equipment during
construction; and SF¢ emissions from operation of the gas-insulated circuit breakers in the switchyards.
The assumptions used to calculate emission estimates from the proposed Project and alternatives are
discussed further in appendix B.
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Impact Indicators

Proposed Project emissions of air pollutants for each of the subroutes under consideration are calculated on
an annualized basis for the purposes of comparison between the various alternatives and local alternatives.
Proposed Project emission estimates are then evaluated to determine compliance with conformity thresholds,
and, via an analysis of AERSCREEN (the EPA-preferred screening dispersion model) results from
comparable projects, the NAAQS. A significant impact would result should proposed Project emissions
and/or pollutant concentrations be anticipated to exceed any of the significant impact criteria outlined in
“Significant Impacts.” A significant impact would constitute a “major” impact according to the impact
description provided in table 4.1-1. The other impact descriptions provided in table 4.1-1 are also used herein
for impacts less than major. The proposed Project would result in emissions of air pollutants during the
construction and, to a lesser extent, the operations of the proposed Project transmission lines, substations, and
ancillary facilities. GHG emissions have also been quantified, where feasible (SFs emissions from substation
circuit breakers). Due to the comparatively low level of proposed Project emissions (i.e., below the general
conformity threshold levels), AQRVs such as acid rain deposition and visibility impacts to Class | areas are
not quantified. Instead, a qualitative discussion of proposed Project impacts to these AQRVs is provided.

With the exception of GHG emissions from circuit breakers, emissions from transmission line and
substation operation have not been quantified. Emissions from operations would be similar to those from
construction, but would be emitted in much smaller amounts. Proposed Project operational activities
would include vehicular use for routine maintenance and emergency repair activities.

Significant Impacts

Proposed Project construction and, to a lesser extent, operation would result in some increase to ambient
air pollutant concentrations, even though construction emissions would be temporary in nature.

The primary indicators for determining whether or not proposed Project emissions would result in a
significant impact to air quality are as follows:

« Estimated proposed Project emissions exceed conformity de minimis thresholds; and/or

» The increase in ambient pollutant concentrations for a particular area as a result of proposed
Project emissions would result in an exceedance of the NAAQS for that area.

A conformity determination is required for each criteria pollutant or precursor where the total of direct
and indirect emissions of the criteria pollutant or precursor in a Federal nonattainment or maintenance
area would equal or exceed specified annual emission rates (referred to as “de minimis” thresholds) or
would be “regionally significant.” A project’s direct and indirect emissions are regionally significant if
they exceed 10 percent or more of a honattainment or maintenance area’s emissions inventory for that
pollutant. For ozone precursors (volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOy)), Pb,
PMy, and PM; 5 the de minimis thresholds depend on the severity of the nonattainment classification.
For other pollutants, the threshold is set at 100 tpy.

As discussed in section 3.2, the analysis area for the proposed Project is within the boundaries of the
nonattainment and/or maintenance areas provided in figure 3.2-3 in section 3.2. The conformity

de minimis thresholds are provided in table 4.2-1 for each criteria pollutant for which nonattainment

or maintenance is at issue. The proposed Project would lie within the boundaries of two
nonattainment/maintenance areas regardless of the action alternative chosen: the Rillito PMy,
nonattainment area and the Tucson CO maintenance area. The proposed Project would be outside of the
remaining nonattainment and/or maintenance areas analyzed; however, these nonattainment and/or
maintenance areas could lie within the air quality analysis area of 50 km, depending on the alterative
chosen.

582 Chapter 4



1

OO0 BN

14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Southline Transmission Line Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment

Table 4.2-1. Project Conformity Thresholds

Nonattainment or Maintenance Area/Pollutant Conformity de Minimis Level

(tpy)
Anthony, New Mexico, PM;, Moderate Nonattainment Area 100
Sunland Park, New Mexico, O; Nonattainment Area (VOCs and NO)* 100
Grant County, New Mexico, SO, Maintenance Area 100
Douglas, Arizona, SO, Maintenance Area 100
Ajo, Arizona, PM;, Moderate Nonattainment Area 100
Ajo, Arizona, SO, Maintenance Area 100
Tucson, Arizona, CO Maintenance Area 100
Rillito, Arizona, PM;, Moderate Nonattainment Area 100
Phoenix, Arizona, PMy, Serious Nonattainment Area 70
Phoenix-Mesa, Arizona, O3 Marginal Nonattainment Area (VOCs and NOy) 100
San Manuel, Arizona, SO, Maintenance Area 100
Hayden, Arizona, SO, Nonattainment Area 100
Hayden, Arizona, PM;o Moderate Nonattainment Area 100
West Central Pinal, Arizona, PM,s Nonattainment Area’ 10
Miami, Arizona, PM;, Moderate Nonattainment Area 100

* As discussed in section 3.2, the Sunland Park Ozone Nonattainment Area is currently proposed; since the proposed Project would lie outside the
boundaries of this nonattainment area (but is within the analysis area), the de minimis levels conformity level for areas outside the transport region of
the nonattainment area was used.

"The EPA has not published de minimis conformity determination levels for PM, s; therefore, the cut-off for Federal “significant” emissions of PM, 5
was used (40 CFR 51.165-166).

For nonattainment and maintenance areas, proposed Project emissions are compared by route group with
the appropriate conformity de minimis thresholds outlined in table 4.2-1. For areas that are in attainment
with respect to a pollutant, the de minimis threshold for the criteria pollutant for which the area is in
attainment is assumed at 100 tpy, with the exception of PM, s, which is assumed at 10 tpy.

Although there are no conformity standards for HAPs, as discussed in section 3.2, there are significant
threshold levels for permitting purposes. Proposed Project HAP emissions are therefore compared with
the significant threshold level of 25 tpy of combined HAPs.

Likewise, conformity standards do not exist for GHGs; therefore GHG emissions are compared against
the reporting thresholds outlined in 40 CFR Part 98, Subpart A of 25,000 metric tons per year (a metric
ton is the equivalent of approximately 1.1 short tons). Additionally, CEQ draft GHG guidance states that
NEPA environmental assessment and EIS documents for proposed Federal actions resulting in direct
GHG emissions of 25,000 metric tons per year should include a GHG emissions analysis of alternatives
(CEQ 2012).

Screening methods such as the EPA-approved AERSCREEN can be used to predict concentration levels
of criteria pollutants to demonstrate compliance with the NAAQS, increment thresholds, and SILs.
Construction emissions are not fixed to any one point, but range over a wide geographic area. Therefore,
proposed Project emissions would already be widely dispersed. Additionally, construction emissions are
transient in nature, and any impacts to air quality from construction sources would disappear along with
these sources. Operational emissions would be significantly lower than those of construction emissions.
Nevertheless, the BLM has conducted recent screening level analyses for transmission line construction
projects of comparable or greater-sized projects. The screening level modeling is presented for each
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individual route group and compared with the SIL for various air pollutants and short-term averaging
periods. If the dispersion modeling impacts are predicted to exceed the applicable SIL, or if there is
not a defined EPA SIL, the proposed Project impact has been added to a representative background
concentration and the total has been compared with the applicable ambient standards (Federal or State)
(BLM 2013a, 2013n).

4.2.3 Impacts Analysis Results

No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, the BLM would not issue a ROW permit and Western would not
participate in the Project or allow upgrading of its transmission lines. Impacts to air quality from
construction and operation and maintenance of the proposed Project transmission line and associated
activities and facilities would not occur. Under the no action alternative, air quality conditions would
likely continue at current levels and trends, although it is uncertain whether other changes may occur that
affect conditions.

Even under the no action alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines between the Apache
and Saguaro substations within the next 10 years, in accordance with Western’s 10-year capital
improvement plan (Western 2012a).

Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives

CONSTRUCTION

Substation construction activities would result in air pollutant emissions from equipment exhaust, vehicle
exhaust from travel to and from substations, and fugitive dust from soil disturbance. Table 4.2-2 presents

the estimated total criteria, HAPs, and GHG emissions that would occur from construction of the
substations for the New Build Section.

Table 4.2-2. Estimated Substation Construction Criteria and GHG Pollutant Emissions (tpy)

VOCs CO NOy SO, PM3o PMzs CO; HAPs

Route Group 1 —
Afton Substation to
Hidalgo Substation

Afton Substation

Expansion 0.13 0.87 1.47 <0.01 0.32 0.15 273 0.0004

Proposed or Alternative

Midpoint Substation 0.16 1.04 1.85 <0.01 0.67 0.25 345 0.0004

Hidalgo Substation

] 0.19 1.17 2.15 <0.01 0.69 0.27 460 0.0004
Expansion

Route Group 2 —
Hidalgo Substation to
Apache Substation

Apache Substation

. 0.21 1.30 2.40 <0.01 0.69 0.27 501 0.0004
Expansion
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Table 4.2-2. Estimated Substation Construction Criteria and GHG Pollutant Emissions (tpy), Continued

VOCs co NO, S0, PMso PM,5 co, HAPs

Route Group 3 —

Apache Substation to

Pantano Substation
Adams Tap Substation 0.06 0.37 0.75 <0.01 0.14 0.08 134 <0.0001
Expansion
Pantano Substation 0.04 0.23 0.47 <0.01 0.15 0.06 83 <0.0001
Expansion

Route Group 4 —

Pantano Substation to

Saguaro Substation
Vail Substation Expansion 0.14 0.87 1.75 <0.01 0.25 0.16 314 <0.0001
Nogales Substation 0.10 0.62 1.27 <0.01 021 0.12 233 <0.0001
Expansion
Del Bac Substation 0.06 0.38 0.78 <0.01 017 0.08 139 <0.0001
Expansion
Tucson Substation 0.08 0.46 0.95 <0.01 0.15 0.09 194 <0.0001
Expansion
DeMoss Petrie Substation 0.13 071 1.48 <0.01 0.11 0.11 300 <0.0001
Expansion
Rattlesnake Substation 0.07 0.38 0.80 <0.01 017 0.08 162 <0.0001
Expansion
Marana Substation
Expansion 0.07 0.38 0.80 <0.01 0.17 0.08 162 <0.0001
Saguaro Substation 0.07 0.40 0.82 <0.01 0.21 0.09 166 <0.0001
Expansion
Tortolita Substation 0.07 0.42 0.87 <0.01 0.09 0.07 175 <0.0001

Expansion

Substation construction and expansion is not specific to any subroute or alternative chosen; however, for
the purposes of determining whether or not significant air impacts would occur from proposed Project
construction, estimated emissions from the various substations constructed have been added to those of
the route group they are located within. Emissions related to the construction of the transmission lines are
discussed in the individual route group sections below. These total construction emissions are then
compared with the significant impact thresholds in the analysis of the individual route groups presented
below.

To determine whether the proposed Project’s construction emissions would have an impact to the ambient
air, the expected Project-related impacts are first compared to respective SILs. Table 4.2-3 compares the
screening level maximum short-term (e.g., 1-hour and 24-hour) pollutant concentrations from
transmission line and substation construction to the respective SIL.

As shown in table 4.2-3, the expected emissions of CO and SO, would be below the SILs that are used to
define impacts that are considered to be negligible or de minimis and would not cause or contribute to an
exceedance of the NAAQS. Calculated pollutant concentrations for NO,, PMy,, and PM; 5 are over their
respective SILs and require a more thorough analysis. For each route group, the maximum 1-hour
AERSCREEN concentration and the representative background concentration for those pollutants are
summed and compared to the applicable ambient air quality standard. Those comparisons are found under
each route group section that follows.
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Table 4.2-3. Transmission Line and Substation Construction: Comparison of Estimated Maximum Air
Pollutant Concentrations with Significant Impact Levels

Pollutant Averaging Period Maxgg%?e#t?gt%r;A(ELg/Sn?s?*EEN SILs (ug/m®) OVZ?ItIrL]JteagltL?

NO, 1-hour 59.91 7.5 Yes
24-hour 59.91 - -

PMy, 24-hour 80.32 33 Yes

PM_s 24-hour 10.98 12 Yes

Cco 1-hour 90.21 2,000 No
8-hour 90.21 1,034 No

SO, 1-hour 0.96 7.9 No
3-hour 0.96 25 No
24-hour 0.96 5 No

Note: ug/m®= micrograms per cubic meter.
*Maximum AERSCREEN concentrations obtained from comparable and larger transmission line/substation construction projects (BLM 2013a, 2013n).

Construction of the proposed Project would emit low levels of NOx and SO,, which are the potential acid-
producing pollutants emitted from mobile sources during construction and operation and maintenance.
However, by providing a conduit and contributing a portion of the power from renewable sources

(i.e., solar and wind power) to the Southwest region, the net impact of the proposed Project would be to
improve atmospheric conditions to the extent that the generation of electricity from renewable sources
would avoid the use of electricity generated in fossil fuel-fired power plants and their associated acid-
producing pollutants.

The closest Class | area to the Proponent Preferred route and/or local alternatives is the Saguaro National
Park outside Tucson, Arizona, located approximately 1 mile from the proposed route. Background visibility
data for this park are available. The data demonstrate that visibility is of concern for the Saguaro National
Park; however, visibility has showed trending improvement from 1990 to 2008 (NPS 2010b). Proposed
Project construction emissions, particularly PM,, and PM, s, could impact visibility in this national park and
in other nearby Class | areas; however, as demonstrated herein, proposed Project construction emissions are
below de minimis thresholds and would only represent a temporary impact to visibility. Other Class | areas
that are within the area of analysis for the proposed Project include the Chiricahua National Monument and
the Chiricahua Wilderness Area, located as near as approximately 15 miles from the proposed Project or
alternatives, and the Saguaro Wilderness Area, located as near as 5 miles from the proposed Project or
alternatives. Impacts to visibility to these Class | areas would likely be lower than impacts to the Saguaro
National Park due to their increased distance from the proposed Project and alternatives; therefore, as with
impacts to the Saguaro National Park, proposed Project construction emissions would be temporary in
nature and below de minimis thresholds. Proposed Project operational emissions would be substantially
lower than those of construction emissions.

Federal land managers have visibility protection responsibility under 40 CFR 51.307 (New Source
Review), which spells out the requirements for SIP visibility protection programs, as well as 40 CFR 52.27
(Protection of visibility from sources in attainment areas) and 40 CFR 52.28 (Protection of visibility from
sources in nonattainment areas). These three provisions, taken together along with the SIP-approved rules,
establish the visibility protection program for new and modified sources throughout the country. Section
165 (42 U.S.C. 7475) of the CAA requires the EPA, or the State/local permitting authority, to notify the
Federal land manager if emissions from a proposed project may impact a Class | area. The permitting
authority should forward PSD applications to the Federal land manager for review and analysis as soon as
possible after receipt, giving the Federal land manager an opportunity to review the application
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concurrently with the permitting authority. The proposed Project does not constitute a major PSD source
and therefore does not require notification to the Federal land manager regarding visibility impacts.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

As already noted, because operational emissions and impacts would be much lower than construction
phase emissions and impacts, they have not been quantified (with the exception of SF¢ from the circuit
breakers). Operation and maintenance emissions would include vehicle exhaust from travel to substations
and the transmission line for routine inspection, as well as Sk emissions from operation of the gas-
insulated circuit breakers in the switchyards. An additional source of air emissions would be the ozone
generated from the operation of the line; however, transmission lines do not generally represent a
significant source of ozone emissions and therefore ozone emissions from line operation would be
expected to be minimal. Emissions from vehicle travel during operation and maintenance would be
minimal, and mileage for vehicle travel to substations and the transmission line for routine inspection
would be much less than during construction. Emissions from vehicle exhaust during operation and
maintenance would therefore be less than those from construction.

Table 4.2-4 presents the potential SF¢ emissions from circuit breaker leakage from each substation during
operation and maintenance. As shown in the table, these operation emissions would be minimal and are
below the GHG reporting thresholds as outlined in “Significant Impacts.” Therefore, using the
significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to air quality
resources would be minor (i.e., impacts would occur but air quality would not be impacted) but long-term
(i.e., greater than 5 years in duration). Operational GHG emissions from substations would occur
regardless of the action alternative chosen.

Table 4.2-4. Estimated SF¢ Emissions from Substation Circuit Breaker Leakage during Operation

Emissions

Substation (as metric tons CO,e per year)

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

Afton Substation Expansion 910.48

Proposed Midpoint or Alternative Substation 1,040.54

Hidalgo Substation Expansion 1,560.82
Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation

Apache Substation Expansion 1,268.16
Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

Adams Tap Substation Expansion 97.55

Pantano Substation Expansion 65.03

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation

Vail Substation Expansion 390.20
Nogales Substation Expansion 195.10
Del Bac Substation Expansion 65.03
Tucson Substation Expansion 292.65
DeMoss Petrie Substation Expansion 121.40
Rattlesnake Substation Expansion 97.55
Marana Substation Expansion 97.55
Southline Saguaro Substation Expansion 109.47
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Table 4.2-4. Estimated SF¢ Emissions from Substation Circuit Breaker Leakage during Operation
(Continued)

Substation . Emissions
(as metric tons CO.e per year)
Tortolita Substation Expansion 812.93
Total Emissions 7,124.46
GHG Reporting Threshold 25,000
Exceeds Threshold? No

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

Table 4.2-5 presents the estimated total fugitive dust, criteria, HAP, and GHG potential air emissions
from the construction of the transmission lines from the Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

(route group 1). For route group 1, fugitive dust from transmission line, staging area, and access road
construction earth-moving and grading activities; off-road construction vehicle and commuter, vendor,
and haul truck traffic exhaust emissions; and fugitive dust from vehicle travel on both paved and unpaved
roads are all estimated on an annualized basis in table 4.2-5. Estimated emissions from various proposed
construction scenarios and local alternative routes are presented for comparative purposes.

Table 4.2-5. Route Group 1 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized Emissions by
Emission Source (tpy)

Route
Group 1
Local
Alternatives

Subroute 1.1, Subroute 1.2,

Proponent DN1 A B C D
Proponent Preferred Alternative

Total Miles 146.9 141.2 42.5 175 12.2 9.0 22.8

Fugitive Dust

from Earth-

moving and

Grading

Activities
PMio 1.00 0.96 0.21 0.12 0.08 0.06 0.15
PM;s 0.20 0.21 0.06 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.03

Construction

Equipment

Exhaust

Emissions
VOCs 1.09 1.06 0.35 0.13 0.09 0.07 0.17
co 5.09 4.90 1.63 0.60 0.42 0.31 0.79
NOx 13.79 13.26 4.43 1.64 1.15 0.84 2.14
SO, 0.03 0.03 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PMio 0.97 0.94 0.32 0.12 0.08 0.06 0.15
PMys 0.97 0.94 0.32 0.12 0.08 0.06 0.15
CO, 2,714 2,609 872 323 226 166 421
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Table 4.2-5. Route Group 1 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized Emissions by

Emission Source (tpy), Continued

Subroute 1.1,

Subroute 1.2,

Route
Group 1
Local

Alternatives

Proponent Preferred Propon(_ent DN1 A B c D
Alternative

Fugitive Dust

from Access

Road

Construction
PMio 4.25 3.89 1.87 0.34 0.13 0.11 0.54
PMys 0.89 0.82 0.39 0.07 0.03 0.02 0.11

Fugitive Dust

from Travel on

Paved and

Unpaved

Roads
PMyq 0.54 0.52 0.17 0.06 0.05 0.03 0.08
PM2s 0.12 0.12 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02

Traffic Exhaust

Emissions
VOCs 0.03 0.03 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
co 0.47 0.44 0.16 0.06 0.04 0.03 0.07
NOx 0.10 0.11 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02
SO, <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PMyo <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PM_s <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
CO, 45 43 15 5 4 3 7
HAPs 0.0017 0.0016 0.0006 0.0002 0.0001 0.0001 0.0003

Temporary portable concrete batch plants would be constructed and operated approximately every 25
miles along the ROW, mainly at construction staging areas. The maximum number of concrete batch
plants by subroute and the total anticipated emissions from construction and operation of batch plants are
provided in table 4.2-6 (the use of local alternatives to substitute for line segments in route group 1 would

not be expected to increase the quantity of concrete batch plants).

Table 4.2-6. Route Group 1 Estimated Concrete Batch Plant Construction and Operation Emissions (tpy)

Maximum

Quantity co NOx SO PMyo PM; s CO,
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent Preferred 6 0.12 0.36 <0.01 3.36 0.60 76
Subroute 12, ; 9 0.18 0.54 <0.01 5.04 0.90 114
Proponent Alternative
Chapter 4 589
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Quantifying proposed Project expected emissions for comparison to acceptable regulatory emission
thresholds is further complicated by the number of possible Project configurations and the overall
geographic dispersion of the proposed Project. Proposed Project construction and operation emissions are
presented herein in such a manner as to facilitate comparison between the various alternatives even
though such analysis makes comparison between the proposed Project and acceptable regulatory criteria
more difficult. For example, route group 1 potentially crosses through four counties (Dofia Ana, Grant,
Hidalgo, and Luna); it is therefore unreasonable to assume that pollutant emissions from a backhoe
operating in Afton, located in Dofia Ana County, New Mexico, would impact pollutant concentrations in
Hidalgo, located in Hidalgo County, New Mexico, approximately 100 miles away, yet both locations are
within the same route group for comparison between proposed alternatives.

In order to demonstrate proposed Project criteria pollutant emissions against the conformity de minimis
thresholds, estimated emissions for the route group have been aggregated by subalternative along with all
additional emission sources (substations and batch plants). Table 4.2-7 presents the summed total of
anticipated annualized emissions from all the transmission line construction activities from the various
proposed alternatives in the Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation route group.

Table 4.2-7. Route Group 1 Estimated Annualized Emissions by Alternative (tpy)

,\T/Icl’lfs' VOCs co NO, S0, PMso PMas co, HAPs
Subroute 1.1, 146.9 1.12 5.56 13.89 0.03 6.77 2.19 2,759 0.0017
Proponent
Preferred
Substations - 0.48 3.08 5.47 0.01 1.68 0.67 1,079 0.0011
Batch Plants - 0.03 0.12 0.36 <0.01 3.36 0.60 114
Total Emissions - 1.63 8.76 19.72 0.04 11.81 3.46 3,914 0.0028
General - 100 100 100 100 100 10 25,000 25
Conformity
Threshold Levels
Exceeds - No No No No No No No No
Threshold?
Subroute 1.2, 141.2 1.09 5.34 13.37 0.03 6.31 2.08 2,652 0.0016
Proponent
Alternative
Substations - 0.48 3.08 5.47 0.01 1.68 0.67 1,079 0.0011
Batch Plants - 0.05 0.18 0.54 <0.01 5.04 0.90 114 —
Total Emissions 1.61 8.60 19.38 0.04 13.03 3.65 3,845 0.0027
Impact Threshold - 100 100 100 100 100 10 25,000 25
Exceeds - No No No No No No No No
Threshold?
Route Group 1
Local
Alternatives
DN1 425 0.36 1.79 4.46 0.01 2.65 0.81 887 0.0006
A 175 0.13 0.66 1.65 <0.01 0.64 0.23 329 0.0002
B 12.2 0.09 0.46 1.16 <0.01 0.33 0.14 230 0.0001
C 9.0 0.07 0.34 0.85 <0.01 0.26 0.10 169 0.0001
D 22.8 0.18 0.86 2.16 <0.01 0.93 0.31 428 0.0003
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As can be seen from table 4.2-7, expected emissions for criteria pollutants from proposed Project
construction regardless of the subroute or local substitutive alternative chosen would be well below de
minimis conformity thresholds, even when aggregated over vast geographical distances and multiple
regional airsheds. HAPs would also be well below the 25 tpy aggregated HAP threshold level.
Additionally, proposed Project GHG emissions would be expected to be well below the 25,000 metric
ton threshold. Cumulative impacts from GHG emissions are discussed further in section 4.20.

ROUTE GROUP 1 IMPACTS TO AMBIENT AIR QUALITY

As discussed in “Significant Impacts,” if the screening level modeling predicted exceedances of the SIL,
the proposed Project impact would be added to a representative background concentration and the sum
would be compared to the applicable air quality standard. Background concentrations were obtained from
recent and nearby ambient air monitoring sites. These background concentrations represent ambient
concentrations of air quality pollutants contributed by other air pollutant emission sources within the
airshed. Table 4.2-8 presents a comparison of the expected maximum short-term AERSCREEN
concentrations from proposed Project construction, representative background concentrations of NO,,
PMy, and PM; 5, and the applicable ambient air quality standards for route group 1.

Table 4.2-8. Route Group 1 Transmission Line and Substation Construction: Comparison of Estimated
Maximum Air Pollutant Concentrations Plus Background with Applicable Ambient Air Standards

Maximum 1-hour

. Background Project Impact
Pollutant égﬁgﬁ:ﬂgmg C’i‘)ﬁ?gﬁ?jiﬂ* Concentration and Background ’Ellg;“f?% N(':Tg‘/fn%s B:}LOQWS?)”
s (ug/m®) (ug/m®) '
(Hg/m~)
NO, 1-hour 59.91 81.1' 141.01 188.7 188.7 Yes
PMio 24-hour 80.32 62" 142.32 150 - Yes
PM_s 24-hour 10.98 138 23.98 35 — Yes

Note: pg/m® = micrograms per cubic meter; AAQS = Ambient Air Quality Standards.

* Maximum AERSCREEN concentrations obtained from comparable and larger transmission line/substation construction projects (BLM 2013a, 2013n).
T Background concentrations of NO, from Santa Teresa air quality monitoring station in Dofia Ana County, New Mexico.

¥ Background concentrations of PM;, from Sunland Park air quality monitoring station in Dofia Ana County, New Mexico.

$ Background concentrations for PM,s from Douglas Red Cross air quality monitoring station in Cochise County, Arizona.

As seen in table 4.2-8, the sum of the proposed Project impact and the background concentration would be
below all applicable AAQS. The proposed Project would therefore not trigger any significant impact indicator
for route group 1 and no significant impacts to air quality would result from the construction or operation and
maintenance of the transmission lines and substations.

SUBROUTE 1.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

As can be seen from table 4.2-7, even assuming no geographic dispersion of air emissions, annual
emissions from transmission line construction activities would be expected to be well below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants and HAPs regardless of the combination of alternatives selected.

Operation and Maintenance

With the exception of SFs emissions from substation circuit breakers, potential Project operational air
emissions were not analyzed as operational emissions would be substantively lower than those expected
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from construction emissions, which are already demonstrated herein as being well below the significant
impact thresholds.

SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Construction

As can be seen from table 4.2-7, even assuming no geographic dispersion of air emissions, annual
emissions from transmission line construction activities would be expected to be well below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants and HAPs regardless of the combination of alternatives selected.

Operation and Maintenance

As with subroute 1.1, anticipated Project operational air emissions (with the exception of SFg emissions
from substation circuit breakers) were not analyzed, since operational emissions would be substantively
lower than those expected from construction emissions, which are already demonstrated herein as being
well below the significant impact thresholds.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are five local alternatives available for route group 1. These local alternatives include DN1, A, B,
C, and D.

Construction

The local alternatives are meant to be substitutive of portions of the main subroute chosen, and therefore
any air emission contributions from local alternatives would not substantively contribute to proposed
Project emissions since any additions to emissions from an alternative would substitute for emissions
from the portion of the route it is replacing. While estimated emissions may be slightly higher or lower
than the portion of the route substituted for, depending upon whether or not the substation extended or
shortened overall line length, emissions would remain well below de minimis conformity levels as a
result of the substitution of a local alternative, as demonstrated in table 4.2-7 above.

Operation and Maintenance

As with the subroutes, proposed Project operational air emissions from the local substitutive alternatives
were not analyzed (with the exception of SFg emissions from substation circuit breakers) as operational
emissions would be substantively lower than those expected from construction emissions, which are
already demonstrated herein as being well below the significant impact thresholds.

ROUTE GROUP 1 IMPACT SUMMARY

None of the subroutes or substitutive alternatives in route group 1 would result in emissions that would be
expected to exceed either conformity thresholds or ambient air quality standards for either construction or
operation and maintenance activities. Therefore, impacts to air quality resources from route group 1
would be minor (i.e., impacts would occur but air quality would retain its existing character) and short-
term (i.e., less than 5 years in duration) for construction activities, and minor and long-term (i.e., greater
than 5 years in duration) for operational activities.
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Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation

Table 4.2-9 presents the total estimated fugitive dust, criteria, HAP, and GHG potential air emissions
from the construction of the transmission lines from the Hidalgo Substation to the Afton Substation
(route group 2). For route group 2, fugitive dust from transmission line, staging area, and access road
construction earth-moving and grading activities; off-road construction vehicle and commuter, vendor,
and haul truck traffic exhaust emissions; and fugitive dust from vehicle travel on both paved and unpaved
roads are all estimated on an annualized basis in table 4.2-9. Estimated emissions from various proposed
construction scenarios and local alternative routes are presented for comparative purposes.

Table 4.2-9. Route Group 2 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized Emissions by Activity
(tpy)

Route
Group 2
Local
Alternatives

Subroute Subroute

21 29 LDA4- LD4-
- - LD1 LD2 LD3a LD3b LD4 Option  Option WC1
Proponent Proponent 4 5
Preferred Alternative

Total Miles 95.6 95.8 35.4 9.6 27.9 1.9 51.7 6.5 12.3 14.8
Fugitive Dust
from Earth-
moving and
Grading
Activities
PMio 0.64 0.65 0.23 0.07 0.19 0.01 0.35 0.04 0.08 0.10
PM2s 0.12 0.14 0.06 0.01 0.04 <0.01 0.07 0.01 0.02 0.02
Construction
Equipment
Exhaust
Emissions
VOCs 0.71 0.72 0.27 0.07 0.20 0.01 0.43 0.05 0.10 0.11
CO 3.31 3.32 1.23 0.33 0.96 0.07 1.99 0.25 0.47 0.51
NOx 8.97 9.00 3.33 0.90 2.62 0.18 5.39 0.68 1.28 1.39
SO, 0.01 0.02 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PMio 0.63 0.64 0.23 0.07 0.19 0.01 0.39 0.05 0.09 0.10
PM,s 0.63 0.64 0.23 0.07 0.19 0.01 0.39 0.05 0.09 0.10
CO, 1,767 1,770 654 177 515 35 1,061 133 252 274
Fugitive Dust
from Access
Road
Construction
PMio 2.30 2.86 1.09 0.40 0.56 0.01 2.29 0.29 0.44 0.57
PM;s 0.48 0.60 0.23 0.08 0.12 <0.01 0.48 0.06 0.09 0.12
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Table 4.2-9. Route Group 2 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized Emissions by Activity
(tpy), Continued

Route
Group 2
Local
Alternatives

Subroute Subroute

21 29 LDA4- LD4-

- - LD1 LD2 LD3a LD3b LD4 Option  Option WC1

Proponent Proponent 4 5
Preferred Alternative

Fugitive Dust
from Travel
on Paved and
Unpaved
Roads
PMio 0.35 0.35 0.15 0.04 0.10 0.01 0.21 0.03 0.05 0.01
PM;s 0.08 0.08 0.03 0.01 0.02 <0.01 0.05 0.01 0.01 <0.01
Traffic
Exhaust
Emissions
VOCs 0.02 0.03 0.01 <0.01 0.01 <0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
CO 0.30 0.31 0.12 0.03 0.09 0.01 0.19 0.02 0.05 0.05
NOx 0.07 0.06 0.02 0.01 0.02 <0.01 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.01
SO, <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PMyq <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PM,s <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
CO, 29 29 11 3 9 1 18 2 4 5
HAPs 0.0011 0.0011 0.0009 0.0001 0.0003 <0.0001 0.0007 0.0001 0.0002 0.0002

Temporary portable concrete batch plants would be constructed and operated approximately every 25
miles along the ROW, mainly at construction staging areas. The maximum number of concrete batch
plants by subroute and/or alternative and the total anticipated emissions from construction and operation
of batch plants are provided in table 4.2-10 (local alternatives LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD4, LD4-Option 4, and
LD4-Option5 would not be expected to result in additional concrete batch plants for route group 2 line
segments).

Table 4.2-10. Route Group 2 Estimated Concrete Batch Plant Construction and Operation Emissions
(tpy)

'\gixa"r’:‘t:‘t;‘ vocs €O NO, S0, PMi ~ PMys  CO;
Subroute 2.1, Proponent Preferred 4 0.02 0.08 0.24 <0.01 2.24 0.40 51
Subroute 2.2, Proponent Alternative 5 0.03 0.10 0.30 <0.01 2.80 0.50 64
Local Alternative WC1 1 0.01 0.02 0.06 <0.01 0.56 0.10 13

As can be seen from the various tables above, emissions from any substitutions from the expected
proposed Project would result in comparable emissions of criteria pollutants, HAPs, and GHGs. In order
to demonstrate proposed Project criteria pollutant emissions against the conformity de minimis
thresholds, estimated emissions for the route group have been aggregated by subalternative along with all
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additional emission sources (substations and batch plants). Table 4.2-11 presents the summed total of
anticipated annualized emissions from all the transmission line construction activities from the various
proposed alternatives in the Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation route group.

Table 4.2-11. Route Group 2 Estimated Annualized Emissions by Alternative (tpy)

@l voe  co NO, SO,  PMi  PMss co, HAPs
ﬁ;‘g’ggﬁgfé’efe”ed 95.6 0.73 3.62 9.04 0.01 3.92 131 1,796 0.0011
Substations - 0.40 2.47 4.55 0.01 1.46 0.57 961 0.0007
Batch Plants - 0.03 0.10 0.30 <0.01 2.80 0.50 64 -
Total Emissions - 1.15 6.19 13.89 0.02 8.18 2.38 2,820 0.0018
Slgnificant Impat - 100 100 100 100 100 10 25,000 25
Exceeds Threshold? - No No No No No No No No
Subroute 2.2, _ 95.8 0.75 3.63 9.06 0.02 4.51 1.46 1,800 0.0011
Proponent Alternative
Substations - 0.40 2.47 4.55 0.01 1.46 0.57 961 0.0007
Batch Plants - 0.03 0.12 0.36 <0.01 3.36 0.60 76 -
Total Emissions - 1.18 6.22 13.97 0.03 9.33 2.63 2,837 0.0018
Impact Threshold - 100 100 100 100 100 10 25,000 25
Exceeds Threshold? - No No No No No No No No
Route Group 2
Local Alternatives
LD1 35.4 0.28 1.35 3.35 0.01 1.71 0.55 665 0.0009
LD2 9.6 0.07 0.36 0.91 <0.01 0.58 0.17 180 0.0001
LD3a 27.9 0.21 1.05 2.64 <0.01 1.03 0.37 524 0.0003
LD3b 1.9 0.01 0.08 0.18 <0.01 0.04 0.01 36 <0.0001
LD4 51.7 0.44 2.18 5.43 0.01 3.24 0.99 1,079 0.0007
LD4-Option 4 6.5 0.06 0.27 0.68 <0.01 0.41 0.12 136 0.0001
LD4-Option 5 12.3 0.11 0.52 1.29 <0.01 0.67 0.21 257 0.0002
WC1 14.8 0.11 0.56 1.40 <0.01 0.78 0.24 278 0.0002

As can be seen from table 4.2-11, expected emissions for criteria pollutants from proposed Project
construction regardless of the subroute or local substitutive alternative chosen would be well below de
minimis conformity thresholds, even when aggregated over vast geographical distances and multiple
regional airsheds. HAPs would also be well below the 25 tpy aggregated HAP threshold level.
Additionally, proposed Project GHG emissions would be expected to be well below the 25,000 metric
ton threshold. Cumulative impacts from GHG emissions are discussed further in section 4.20.

ROUTE GROUP 2 IMPACTS TO AMBIENT AIR QUALITY

Table 4.2-12 presents a comparison of the expected maximum short-term AERSCREEN concentrations
from proposed Project construction, representative background concentrations of NO,, PMyg, and PM,s,
and the applicable ambient air quality standards for route group 2.
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Table 4.2-12. Route Group 2 Estimated Transmission Line and Substation Construction: Comparison of
Maximum Air Pollutant Concentrations Plus Background to Applicable Ambient Air Standards

Maximum 1-hour Backaround Project
Pollutant Averaging AERSCREEN Conce%tration Impactand  NAAQS AAAQS NMAAQS  Below all
Period Concentration (1g/m®) Background (Hg/m?) (ng/m?) (Hg/m®) AAQS?
(Hg/m)* (Hg/m”)
NO, 1-hour 59.91 81.1" 141.01 188.7 188.7 188.7 Yes
PMig 24-hour 80.32 62* 142.32 150 150 - Yes
PM, s 24-hour 10.98 13° 23.98 35 65" - Yes

Note: pg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter.
* Maximum AERSCREEN concentrations obtained from comparable and larger transmission line/substation construction projects (BLM 2013a, BLM2013n).

' Background concentrations of NO, from Santa Teresa air quality monitoring station in Dofia Ana County, NM.

¥ Background concentrations of PM;, from Sunland Park air quality monitoring station in Dofia Ana County, NM.

8 Background concentrations for PM, s from Douglas Red Cross air quality monitoring station in Cochise County, AZ.

" Arizona’s AAQS is listed as 65 pg/m? for the PM,s 24-hour standard; however, the more stringent NAAQS value is used for comparison.

As seen in table 4.2-12, the sum of the proposed Project impact and the background concentration would
be below all applicable AAQS. The proposed Project would therefore not trigger any significant impact
indicator for route group 2, and no significant impacts to air quality would result from the construction or
operation and maintenance of the transmission lines and substations.

SUBROUTE 2.1 — PROPONENT PREFERRED
Construction

As can be seen from table 4.2-11, even assuming no geographic dispersion of air emissions, annual
emissions from transmission line construction activities would be expected to be well below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants and HAPs regardless of the combination of alternatives selected.

Operation and Maintenance

With the exception of SFs emissions from substation circuit breakers, potential Project operational air
emissions were not analyzed, since operational emissions would be substantively lower than those
expected from construction emissions, which are already demonstrated herein as being well below the
significant impact thresholds.

SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE
Construction

As can be seen from table 4.2-11, even assuming no geographic dispersion of air emissions, annual
emissions from transmission line construction activities would be expected to be well below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants and HAPs regardless of the combination of alternatives selected.

Operation and Maintenance

With the exception of SFg emissions from substation circuit breakers, anticipated Project operational air
emissions were not analyzed as operational emissions would be substantively lower than those expected
from construction emissions, which are already demonstrated herein as being well below the significant
impact thresholds.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are seven local alternatives available for route group 2: LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option
4, and WCL1.

Construction

The local alternatives are meant to be substitutive of portions of the main subroute chosen, and therefore
any air emission contributions from local alternatives would not substantively contribute to proposed
Project emissions since any additions to emissions from an alternative would substitute for emissions
from the portion of the route it is replacing. While estimated emissions may be slightly higher or lower
than the portion of the route substituted for, depending upon whether or not the substation extended or
shortened overall line length, emissions would not substantively increase as a result of the substitution of
a local alternative, as demonstrated in table 4.2-11 above.

Operation and Maintenance

As with the subroutes, proposed Project operational air emissions from the local substitutive alternatives
were not analyzed (with the exception of SFg emissions from substation circuit breakers) as operational
emissions would be substantively lower than those expected from construction emissions, which are
already demonstrated herein as being well below the significant impact thresholds.

ROUTE GROUP 2 IMPACT SUMMARY

None of the subroutes or substitutive alternatives in route group 2 would result in emissions that would be
expected to exceed either conformity thresholds or ambient air quality standards for either construction or
operation activities. Therefore, impacts to air quality resources from route group 2 would be minor

(i.e., impacts would occur but air quality would retain its existing character) and short-term (i.e., less than
5 years in duration) for construction activities, and minor and long-term (i.e., greater than 5 years in
duration) for operational activities.

Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

Table 4.2-13 presents the total estimated fugitive dust, criteria, HAP, and GHG potential air emissions
from the construction of the transmission lines from the Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

(route group 3). For route group 3, fugitive dust from transmission line, staging area, and access road
construction earth-moving and grading activities; off-road construction vehicle and commuter, vendor,
and haul truck traffic exhaust emissions; and fugitive dust from vehicle travel on both paved and unpaved
roads are all estimated on an annualized basis in table 4.2-13. Estimated emissions from various proposed
construction scenarios and local alternative routes are presented for comparative purposes.

Temporary portable concrete batch plants would be constructed and operated approximately every 25
miles along the ROW, mainly at construction staging areas. The maximum number of concrete batch
plants by subroute and the total anticipated emissions from construction and operation of batch plants are
provided in table 4.2-14 (the use of the local alternative to substitute for a portion of the line segment in
route group 3 would not be expected to increase the quantity of concrete batch plants).
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Table 4.2-13. Route Group 3 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized
Emissions by Activity (tpy)

Route Group 3

Subroute 3.1, Local Alternative

Proponent Preferred

H
Total Miles 70.4 19.3
Fugitive Dust from
Earth-moving and
Grading Activities
PMio 1.22 0.33
PM; 5 0.26 0.07
Construction Equipment
Exhaust Emissions
VOCs 0.62 0.17
co 2.63 0.73
NOx 7.18 1.97
SO, 0.02 <0.01
PMyg 0.51 0.14
PM_ 5 0.51 0.14
CO, 1,519 416
Fugitive Dust from
Access Road
Construction
PMyq 1.43 0.59
PM; 5 0.30 0.12
Fugitive Dust from Travel
on Paved and Unpaved
Roads
PMio 0.30 0.08
PM; s 0.07 0.02
Traffic Exhaust
Emissions
VOCs 0.01 <0.01
Cco 0.20 0.05
NOy 0.06 0.02
SO, <0.01 <0.01
PMyg <0.01 <0.01
PM_ 5 <0.01 <0.01
CO, 26 7
HAPs 0.0009 0.0003
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Table 4.2-14. Route Group 3 Estimated Concrete Batch Plant Construction and Operation Emissions
(tpy)

Maximum
Quantity ~ VOCS co NO, SO, PMy PM, 5 co,
Subroute 3.1, Proponent 4 0.02 0.08 0.24 <0.01 2.24 0.40 51

Preferred

As can be seen from the various tables above, emissions from any substitutions from the expected
subroute 3.1 would result in comparable emissions of criteria pollutants, HAPs, and GHGs. In order to
demonstrate proposed Project criteria pollutant emissions against the conformity de minimis thresholds,
estimated emissions for the route group have been aggregated by subalternative along with all additional
emission sources (substations and batch plants). Table 4.2-15 presents the summed total of anticipated
annualized emissions from all the transmission line construction activities from the various proposed
alternatives in the Apache Substation to Pantano Substation route group.

Table 4.2-15. Route Group 3 Estimated Annualized Emissions by Alternative (tpy)

@l vocs  co NO, SO,  PMy  PM;s  CO,  HAPs
Subroute 3.1, 70.4 0.64 2.83 7.24 0.02 3.47 1.14 1,545 0.0009
Proponent Preferred
Substations - 0.31 1.90 3.62 0.01 1.06 0.44 718 0.0005
Batch Plants - 0.02 0.08 0.24 <0.01 2.24 0.40 51 -
Total Emissions - 0.97 4381 11.10 0.02 6.77 1.98 2,313 0.0014
Significant Impact Threshold - 100 100 100 100 100 10 25,000 25
Exceeds Threshold? - No No No No No No No No
Route Group 3
Local Alternatives
H 19.3 0.18 0.78 1.98 <0.01 1.15 0.36 423 0.0003

As can be seen from table 4.2-15, expected emissions for criteria pollutants from proposed Project
construction regardless of the subroute or local substitutive alternative chosen would be well below de
minimis conformity thresholds, even when aggregated over vast geographical distances and multiple
regional airsheds. HAPs would also be well below the 25 tpy aggregated HAP threshold level.
Additionally, proposed Project GHG emissions would be expected to be well below the 25,000 metric ton
threshold. Cumulative impacts from GHG emissions are discussed further in section 4.20.

ROUTE GROUP 3 IMPACTS TO AMBIENT AIR QUALITY

Table 4.2-16 presents a comparison of the expected maximum short-term AERSCREEN concentrations
from proposed Project construction, representative background concentrations of NO,, PMyq, and PM,,
and the applicable ambient air quality standards for route group 3.
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Table 4.2-16. Route Group 3 Transmission Line and Substation Construction: Comparison of Estimated
Maximum Air Pollutant Concentrations Plus Background to Applicable Ambient Air Standards

Maximum 1-hour

Averaging AERSCREEN Background  Project Impact and

NAAQS AAAQS  Below all

Pollutant Period Concentration Concer/]tr?tmn Backg/roynd (ug/mz) (ug/m3) AAQS?
NO, 1-hour 59.91 30" 89.91 188.7 188.7 Yes
PMio 24-hour 80.32 58" 138.32 150 150 Yes
PM_s 24-hour 10.98 13 23.98 35 65° Yes

Note: pg/m® = micrograms per cubic meter.

* Maximum AERSCREEN concentrations obtained from comparable and larger transmission line/substation construction projects (BLM 2013a,
BLM2013n).

" Background concentrations of NO, and PM;, from ADEQ’s Technical Support Document for Concrete Batch Plants, Table 11 (2010). Nonattainment
value used for PMy,.

¥ Background concentrations for PM, s from Douglas Red Cross air quality monitoring station in Cochise County, Arizona.
§ Arizona’s AAQS is listed as 65 pg/m?® for the PM,s 24-hour standard; however, the more stringent NAAQS value is used for comparison.

As seen in table 4.2-16, the sum of the proposed Project impact and the background concentration would
be below all applicable AAQS. The proposed Project would therefore not trigger any significant impact
indicator for route group 3, and no significant impacts to air quality would result from the construction or
operation and maintenance of the transmission lines and substations.

SUBROUTE 3.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

As can be seen from table 4.2-15, even assuming no geographic dispersion of air emissions, annual
emissions from transmission line construction activities would be expected to be well below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants and HAPs regardless of the combination of alternatives selected.

Operation and Maintenance

With the exception of SFs emissions from substation circuit breakers, potential Project operational air
emissions were not analyzed, since operational emissions would be substantively lower than those
expected from construction emissions, which are already demonstrated herein as being well below the
significant impact thresholds.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There is one local alternative for route group 3: local alternative H.
Construction

The local alternatives are meant to be substitutive of portions of the main subroute chosen, and therefore
any air emission contributions from local alternatives would not substantively contribute to proposed
Project emissions since any additions to emissions from an alternative would substitute for emissions
from the portion of the route it is replacing. While estimated emissions may be slightly higher or lower
than the portion of the route substituted for, depending upon whether or not the substation extended or
shortened overall line length, emissions would not substantively increase as a result of the substitution of
a local alternative, as demonstrated in the table 4.2-15 above.
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Operation and Maintenance

As with the subroutes, proposed Project operational air emissions from the local substitutive alternatives
were not analyzed (with the exception of SFg emissions from substation circuit breakers) as operational
emissions would be substantively lower than those expected from construction emissions, which are
already demonstrated herein as being well below the significant impact thresholds.

ROUTE GROUP 3 IMPACT SUMMARY

Neither the subroute nor the substitutive alternative in route group 3 would result in emissions that would
be expected to exceed either conformity thresholds or ambient air quality standards for either construction
or operation activities. Therefore, impacts to air quality resources from route group 3 would be minor
(i.e., impacts would occur but air quality would retain its existing character) and short-term (i.e., less than
5 years in duration) for construction activities, and minor and long-term (i.e., greater than 5 years in
duration) for operational activities.

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation

Table 4.2-17 presents the total estimated fugitive dust, criteria, HAP, and GHG potential air emissions
from the construction of the transmission lines from the Pantano Substation to the Saguaro Substation
(route group 4). For route group 4, fugitive dust from transmission line, staging area, and access road
construction earth-moving and grading activities; off-road construction vehicle and commuter, vendor,
and haul truck traffic exhaust emissions; and fugitive dust from vehicle travel on both paved and unpaved
roads are all estimated on an annualized basis in table 4.2-17. Estimated emissions from various proposed
construction scenarios and local alternative routes are presented for comparative purposes.

Table 4.2-17. Route Group 4 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized Emissions by Activity
(tpy)

Route
Group 4
Local
Alternatives

Subroute hi TH3  TH3-  TH3-
- MA1 TH1la TH1b TH1c : Option Option Option TH3a TH3b
Proponent Option
A B C
Preferred
Total Miles 48.4 11 14 1.6 0.3 1.0 0.8 0.8 1.8 2.7 4.5
Fugitive Dust
from Earth-
moving and
Grading
Activities
PMyo 0.86 0.02 0.02 0.03 <0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.05 0.08
PM_s 0.16 <0.01 0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02

Chapter 4 601



Southline Transmission Line Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment

N -

ok~ w

Table 4.2-17. Route Group 4 Estimated Transmission Line Construction Annualized Emissions by Activity
(tpy), Continued

Route
Group 4
Local
Alternatives

Subroute hi TH3  TH3-  TH3-
- MA1 TH1la TH1b TH1c : Option Option Option TH3a TH3b
Proponent Option
A B C

Preferred
Construction
Equipment
Exhaust
Emissions
VOCs 0.43 0.01 0.01 0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.04
CO 1.80 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.07 0.10 0.17
NOx 4,90 0.11 0.14 0.16 0.03 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.18 0.28 0.46
SO, 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PMio 0.36 0.01 0.01 0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03
PM;s 0.36 0.01 0.01 0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03
CO, 1,041 24 30 34 6 22 18 18 39 59 97
Fugitive Dust
from Access
Road
Construction
PMio 0.77 0.01 0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.02 0.01 0.05 0.06 0.07
PMzs 0.16 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Fugitive Dust
from Travel
on Paved
and Unpaved
Roads
PMio 0.21 <0.01 0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02
PM2s 0.05 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
Traffic
Exhaust
Emissions
VOCs 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
CO 0.14 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
NO, 0.04 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
SO, <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PMio <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
PM;s <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
CO; 18 <1l 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 1 1 2
HAPs 0.0007 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 0.0001

Temporary portable concrete batch plants would be constructed and operated approximately every 25
miles along the ROW, mainly at construction staging areas. The maximum number of concrete batch
plants by subroute and the total anticipated emissions from construction and operation of batch plants are
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provided in table 4.2-18 (the use of local alternatives to substitute for line segments in route group 4
would not be expected to increase the quantity of concrete batch plants).

Table 4.2-18. Route Group 4 Estimated Concrete Batch Plant Construction and Operation Emissions
(tpy)

Maximum Quantity ~ VOCs CO NOy SO, PM3g PM. s CO,

Subroute 4.1, Proponent

3 0.02 0.06 0.18 <0.01 1.68 0.30 38
Preferred

As can be seen from the various tables above, emissions from any substitutions from subroute 4.1 would
result in comparable emissions of criteria pollutants, HAPs, and GHGs. In order to demonstrate proposed
Project criteria pollutant emissions against the conformity de minimis thresholds, estimated emissions for
the route group have been aggregated by subalternative along with all additional emission sources
(substations and batch plants). Table 4.2-19 presents the summed total of anticipated annualized
emissions from all the transmission line construction activities from the various proposed alternatives in
the Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation route group.

Table 4.2-19. Route Group 4 Estimated Annualized Emissions by Alternative (tpy)

ol vocs  co NO, SO,  PMy  PMus co, HAPs
Subroute 4.1, 48.4 0.44 1.93 4.94 0.01 2.20 0.73 1,058 0.0007
Proponent Preferred
Substations - 0.84 4.85 10.01 0.02 1.68 0.94 1,928 0.0005
Batch Plants - 0.02 0.06 0.18 <0.01 1.68 0.30 38 -
Total Emissions - 1.29 6.84 15.13 0.02 5.56 1.97 3,024 0.0011
Significant Impact — 100 100 100 100 70 10 25,000 25
Threshold
Exceeds Threshold? - No No No No No No No No
Route Group 4
Local Alternatives
MA1 11 0.01 0.04 0.11 <0.01 0.04 0.01 24 <0.0001
THla 1.4 0.01 0.05 0.14 <0.01 0.04 0.02 31 <0.0001
TH1b 1.6 0.01 0.06 0.16 <0.01 0.06 0.02 34 <0.0001
TH1c 0.3 <0.01 0.01 0.03 <0.01 0.01 <0.01 6 <0.0001
TH1-Option 1.0 0.01 0.05 0.09 <0.01 0.04 0.01 22 <0.0001
TH3-Option A 0.8 0.01 0.03 0.08 <0.01 0.04 0.01 18 <0.0001
TH3-Option B 0.8 0.01 0.03 0.08 <0.01 0.04 0.01 18 <0.0001
TH3-Option C 1.8 0.02 0.08 0.18 <0.01 0.10 0.03 39 <0.0001
TH3a 2.7 0.02 0.11 0.28 <0.01 0.14 0.04 60 <0.0001
TH3b 4.5 0.04 0.18 0.46 <0.01 0.20 0.07 99 0.0001

13
14
15
16

As can be seen from table 4.2-19, expected emissions for criteria pollutants from proposed Project
construction regardless of the subroute or local substitutive alternative chosen would be well below de
minimis conformity thresholds, even when aggregated over vast geographical distances and multiple

regional airsheds. HAPs would also be well below the 25 tpy aggregated HAP threshold level.
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Additionally, proposed Project GHG emissions would be expected to be well below the 25,000 metric ton
threshold. Cumulative impacts from GHG emissions are discussed further in section 4.20.

ROUTE GROUP 4 IMPACTS TO AMBIENT AIR QUALITY

Table 4.2-20 presents a comparison of the expected maximum short-term AERSCREEN concentrations
from proposed Project construction, representative background concentrations of NO,, PMyg, and PM, s,
and the applicable ambient air quality standards for route group 4.

Table 4.2-20. Route Group 4 Transmission Line and Substation Construction: Comparison of Estimated
Maximum Air Pollutant Concentrations Plus Background to Applicable Ambient Air Standards

Maximum 1-hour Background Project Impact

Averaging AERSCREEN . NAAQS AAAQS Below all
Pollutant Period Concentration Concentr?tlon and Backgsround (ug/m®) (ug/m®) AAQS?
(ug/m)* (ug/m’) (ug/m’)
NO, 1-hour 59.91 30" 89.91 188.7 188.7 Yes
PMy, 24-hour 80.32 58" 138.32 150 150 Yes
PMas 24-hour 10.98 13 23.98 35 65° Yes

* Maximum AERSCREEN concentrations obtained from comparable and larger transmission line/substation construction projects (BLM 2013a, 2013n).

T Background concentrations of NO, and PM;, from ADEQ’s Technical Support Document for Concrete Batch Plants, table 11. Nonattainment value
used for PMyg.

¥ Background concentrations for PM,s from Douglas Red Cross air quality monitoring station in Cochise County, Arizona.
§ Arizona’s AAQS is listed as 65 pg/m?® for the PM,s 24-hour standard; however, the more stringent NAAQS value is used for comparison.

As seen in table 4.2-20, the sum of the proposed Project impact and the background concentration would
be below all applicable AAQS. The proposed Project would not trigger any significant impact indicator
for route group 4, and no significant impacts to air quality would result from the construction or operation
and maintenance of the transmission lines and substations.

SUBROUTE 4.1 — PROPONENT PREFERRED
Construction

As can be seen from table 4.2-19, even assuming no geographic dispersion of air emissions, annual
emissions from transmission line construction activities would be expected to be well below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants and HAPs regardless of the combination of alternatives selected.

Operation and Maintenance

With the exception of SFs emissions from substation circuit breakers, potential Project operational air
emissions were not analyzed, since operational emissions would be substantively lower than those
expected from construction emissions, which are already demonstrated herein as being well below the
significant impact thresholds.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are 10 local alternatives are available for route group 4: MA1, TH1a, TH1b, TH1c, TH1-Option,
TH3a, TH3b, TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, and TH3-Option C.
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Construction

The local alternatives are meant to be substitutive of portions of the main subroute chosen, and therefore
any air emission contributions from local alternatives would not substantively contribute to proposed
Project emissions since any additions to emissions from an alternative would substitute for emissions
from the portion of the route it is replacing. While estimated emissions may be slightly higher or lower
than the portion of the route substituted for, depending upon whether or not the substation extended or
shortened overall line length, emissions would not substantively increase as a result of the substitution of
a local alternative, as demonstrated in table 4.2-19 above.

Operation and Maintenance

As with the subroutes, proposed Project operational air emissions from the local substitutive alternatives
were not analyzed (with the exception of SFg emissions from substation circuit breakers) as operational
emissions would be substantively lower than those expected from construction emissions, which are
already demonstrated herein as being well below the significant impact thresholds.

ROUTE GROUP 4 IMPACT SUMMARY

Neither the subroute nor the substitutive alternatives in route group 4 would result in emissions that
would be expected to exceed either conformity thresholds or ambient air quality standards for either
construction or operation activities. Therefore, impacts to air quality resources from route group 4 would
be minor (i.e., impacts would occur but air quality would retain its existing character) and short-term
(i.e., less than 5 years in duration) for construction activities, and minor and long-term (i.e., greater than 5
years in duration) for operational activities.

Agency Preferred Alternative

Emissions of air pollutants from construction activities from the Agency Preferred Alternative, even
aggregated over vast geographic distances and multiple airsheds, would be substantively below the de
minimis thresholds for criteria pollutants, GHGs, and HAPs. Emissions of air pollutants would not vary
substantively between the Agency Preferred Alternative and the other alternatives. Construction
emissions would be transient, short-term, and spread over large distances and multiple airsheds. Operation
and maintenance emissions would be long-term and similar, but substantively less than, construction
emissions.

The Agency Preferred Alternative would cross the Rillito PM;, nonattainment area and the Tucson CO
maintenance area, both located in Pima County, Arizona. However, none of the alternatives to the Agency
Preferred Alternative would avoid these non-attainment/maintenance areas. As can be seen from table
4.2-21, the total aggregated PM; and CO emissions from construction of the Agency Preferred
Alternative would be well the de minimis conformity thresholds of the Rillito PM;, nonattainment area
and the Tucson CO maintenance area, even with the inclusion of proposed Project emissions from well
outside of these areas.

Therefore, overall impacts to air quality resources from the Agency Preferred Alternative would be minor
and short-term for construction activities, and minor and long-term for operation and maintenance
activities.

Air quality impacts from the Agency Preferred Alternative are quantified by pollutant in Table 4.2-12
below.
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Table 4.2-21. Agency Preferred Alternative Estimated Annualized Emissions (tpy)

Route Group Segments “TA?Itea; VOCs CcoO NOy SO, PMyq PM_5 CO, HAPs
Route group 1 P1, P2, P3, 146.9 1.12 5.56 13.89 0.03 6.77 2.19 2,759 0.0017
and P4a
Route group 2 LD3a, LD4, 97.1 0.94 4.60 11.47 0.02 5.78 1.87 2,278 0.0014
LD4-Option5,
P7
Route group 3 Ula, Ulb, U2, 70.3 0.64 2.83 7.24 0.02 3.47 1.14 1,545 0.0009
U3a
Route group 4 TH1a, U4, 49.3 0.44 1.98 5.03 0.01 2.19 0.74 1,082 0.0007
TH1-Option,
U3b, U3c, U3d,
U3g, U3h, U3i,
MA1, U3k, U3l,
uU3m
Substations - - 1.59 9.60 18.64 0.03 4.27 1.99 3,641 0.0020
Batch Plants - - 0.10 0.38 1.14 <0.01 10.64 1.90 241 <0.0001
Total - 363.6 4.81 24.95 57.41 0.11 33.13 9.83 11,546 0.0067
Emissions
Lowest
Significant - - 100 100 100 100 70 10 25,000 25
Impact
Threshold
Exceeds
Threshold? - - No No No No No No No No

Additional Mitigation Measures

As shown in the calculations presented herein, the proposed Project would not cause or contribute to a
significant deterioration in air quality within the airsheds of the proposed Project. The proposed Project
would incorporate BMPs from the POD and the mitigation measures from any permitting and/or
regulatory requirements (e.g., for concrete batch plants). Therefore, no additional mitigation measures
would be necessary and none are proposed.

Residual Impacts

As the proposed Project would not require any additional mitigation measures, any residual impacts to air
quality from the proposed Project would be minor and short-term.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

The proposed Project would result in some increase to ambient pollutant concentrations. Since adverse
impacts to air quality from proposed Project emissions would dissipate with time, there would be no long-
term air quality impacts from proposed Project criteria and HAP emissions. GHG emissions, however,
tend to be cumulative in nature. No Federal or State ambient air quality standards exist for GHGs.
Furthermore, it is impossible to determine accurately the specific impacts on the environment that would
be caused by a new source of GHGs. However, GHG emissions would result in an unavoidable adverse
impact from the proposed Project.

The February 18, 2010, “Draft NEPA Guidance on Consideration of the Effects of Climate Change and
Greenhouse Gases” from the CEQ proposed a threshold of 25,000 tpy CO,e as a threshold for which
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further qualitative and quantitative evaluation may be warranted. CEQ notes that this threshold should be
considered as “a useful indicator — rather than an absolute standard of insignificant effects” (CEQ 2010).
CEQ draft GHG guidance states that NEPA environmental assessment and EIS documents for proposed
Federal actions resulting in direct GHG emissions of 25,000 metric tons per year should include a GHG
emissions analysis of alternatives (CEQ 2012).

The total combined GHG construction emissions are anticipated to be well below the 25,000 metric ton
threshold, regardless of the sub-routes or local alternatives chosen. As an example, the total GHG
construction emissions from the use of all the Proponent Preferred sub-routes would result in GHG
emissions of approximately 12,000 tons (11,000 metric tons) of CO,e. The substitution of other sub-
routes or alternatives would not increase emissions above the CEQ threshold. Additionally, these
projections are over the entire duration of proposed Project activities over several years and the entire
geographic distance. Therefore, emissions from the proposed Project would be much less than the CEQ
indicator and would be a tiny fraction of the existing annual Federal and State emissions.

The total GHG operations emissions per year combined for the proposed Project due to SF¢ emission
leaks would be approximately 7,124 metric tons of CO,e per year, which is below the CEQ indicator of
25,000 metric tons. The total GHG operations emissions per year for any of the various substitutive
alternatives would be comparable to those for the proposed segments.

Therefore, it is difficult to state with any certainty what impacts on climate change may result from GHG
emissions, or to what extent the proposed Project would contribute to those climate change impacts. As a
result, any attempt to analyze and predict the local or regional impacts of the proposed Project on GHG
emissions cannot be done in any way that produces reliable results. On May 14, 2008, the Director of the
FWS noted, “The best scientific data available today do not allow us to draw a causal connection between
GHG emissions from a given facility and effects posed to listed species or their habitats, nor are there
sufficient data to establish that such impacts are reasonably certain to occur” (FWS 2008:1-2).

Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

The proposed Project would cause some short-term, minor deterioration in existing air quality during the
construction of the transmission lines, substations, and ancillary facilities. Long-term impacts would be
negligible because operation and maintenance of the proposed Project would not emit pollutants into

the atmosphere in quantities that would exceed air pollution standards. Therefore, no effects on the
maintenance and enhancement of long-term productivity related to air quality would occur because of the
implementation of the proposed Project.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

As the proposed Project would eventually be decommissioned, air quality would then be the same as the
no action alternative and therefore the Project would not result in an irretrievable commitment to air
resources. There may be an irreversible commitment of local ambient air quality if the transmission line
enables the transmission of electricity generated from fossil fuels. Additionally, GHG emissions from the
construction and operation and maintenance of the proposed Project (including SF¢ leaks from circuit
breakers) would result in minor (relative to local, national, and/or global GHG emissions) but irreversible
and irretrievable increase in GHGs.
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4.3 NOISE AND VIBRATION
4.3.1 Introduction

Noise and vibration impacts are evaluated for all areas where sensitive receptors would be within the
analysis area for the proposed Project. Impacts during construction would result from the use of
equipment and vehicles but would be limited to the immediate vicinity of the proposed overhead line,
along the proposed Project route, and along all transport access routes. Construction noise and vibration
would be temporary and sporadic in nature. During operation, corona noise caused by operation of the
new transmission line would elevate the current ambient noise levels within the immediate vicinity of the
edge of the ROW.

This section describes the potential impacts of noise and vibration associated with the construction and
operation of the transmission line, substations, and ancillary facilities. Impacts to noise are discussed in
terms of noise levels expected to be produced by the proposed Project and compared to applicable laws
and regulations. Potential impacts from vibration are only considered for construction, specifically for
pile-driving activities. The impacts described in this section are based on the analysis provided in
“Southline Transmission Project Resource Report 8: Noise” (CH2M Hill 2013b). The contents of that
report are used herein without specific reference.

Decommissioning activities could also potentially result in noise. Impacts resulting from
decommissioning activities would be similar in scope to impacts from construction. While impacts are
anticipated to be similar in nature, the potential timeframe for decommissioning activities (at least 50
years out) renders the consideration of impacts to noise levels from decommissioning activities highly
speculative. Therefore, impacts to noise from decommissioning activities are not addressed.

4.3.2 Methodology and Assumptions

This section describes the noise analysis area, the assumption and methodology used to calculate noise
impacts, a description of the impact approach, and identification of what would be considered a
significant noise impact from the construction and operation of the transmission lines and substations.

Analysis Area

The analysis area for the evaluation of noise impacts is 1 mile on either side of the centerline for both the
New Build Section and Upgrade Section, and any substation or access roads outside that corridor.

The analysis area for the evaluation of proposed Project noise impacts is depicted in figure 3.3-1 in
chapter 3.

Analysis Assumptions
CONSTRUCTION

The noise levels expected to be generated by construction equipment have been calculated and published
in various reference documents. The FHWA has published construction noise data for construction
projects, which is used to determine construction noise impacts. Projected noise levels from proposed
Project construction activities, including the expected noise attenuation due to distance from construction
activities, are discussed further in appendix C. The values presented for estimated construction noise
levels at the nearest new source review (NSR) are the expected maximum noise levels that the nearest
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NSR will experience during construction. Due to the short-term, temporary, and intermittent nature of
construction activities, these values are conservative.

Ground-borne vibration impacts are only expected to occur during pile-driving activities. At this time,

it is not known whether pile-driving would be required. These activities would occur over a limited time
period and be confined to daytime hours when noise-sensitive resources are nearby to minimize potential
for disturbance. If pile-driving is required, there are two primary pile-driving methods: impact and
vibratory. Impact pile drivers typically use a weight (sometimes referred to as a piston or hammer) to
impact the top of pile to force it into the ground. Vibratory pile drivers are clamped to the pile and use
motors to generate vibrations in the range of 2 to 25 hertz. The vibrations reduce the frictional grip of the
soil and permit the soil at the tip of the pile to be displaced, which, coupled with the weight of the pile
itself or additional dead weights, allows the pile to advance into the ground. The primary sources of
noise associated with vibratory driving are the engine/motor and radiated noise from the vibrating pile.
The noise from a vibratory driver is more of a continuous or steady noise. The radiated noise from the pile
can be significant and has been reported to be louder than impact drivers when driving sheet or AZ-pile.
The noise from pile-driving is incorporated into proposed Project construction noise estimates.

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

For substation noise, standard acoustical engineering methods were used to determine a range in
anticipated sound levels based on the megavolt ampere rating of the substation. Predicted levels at
distances of interest were calculated based on geometric spreading attenuation using International
Organization for Standardization (1SO) 9613-2, “Acoustics—Sound Attenuation during Propagation
Outdoors” (ISO 1996). Additional attenuation factors, such as intervening terrain, structures, barriers,
and air absorption were not considered.

For corona noise, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) ENVIRO computer model, containing the
EPRI corona model algorithm, was used to calculate noise levels from the transmission lines (in addition
to the electric and magnetic fields). A total of 10 scenarios representing combinations of the proposed
Project and alternatives with existing adjacent transmission lines were selected for corona modeling.
Corona noise results from changes in electric charges that are minimal in fair weather conditions and are
increased during wet and humid conditions. Corona noise can increase when a transmission line is in
proximity to other transmission lines and with the age and condition of equipment. Along the New Build
Section of the proposed Project and alternatives, existing transmission lines cross or are within certain
distances of the proposed Project that may have an effect on corona noise, and are included in the model.

Impact Indicators

Noise sensitive receptors, including any residential areas, schools and day care facilities, hospitals, long-
term care facilities, places of worship, libraries, parks, and recreational areas specifically known for their
solitude and tranquility (such as wilderness areas) are identified for each route. The length from the ROW
to the NSR was used to determine estimated impacts from construction or operation and maintenance
(substation and corona discharge) noise levels at the NSR. Vibratory impacts are not analyzed directly;
instead, if a noise impact exists for a location, then a vibratory impact may be presumed to exist if pile-
driving construction activities were to occur at that location.

As discussed in chapter 3, there are no Federal regulations that limit overall environmental noise levels.
A number of agencies have issued guidance documents addressing exterior noise and regulations for
specific sources. The most stringent noise regulations come from the EPA. The EPA’s Noise Control Act
of 1972 published guidelines that address the issue of community noise and contains goals for noise
levels affecting residential land use of Ly, of less than 55 dBA for exterior levels and an Ly, of less than
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45 dBA for interior levels. For purposes of this analysis, the exterior noise level guidelines of the Noise
Control Act of 1972 for NSRs will be used (55 dBA).

Significant Impacts

For the purposes of this analysis, a significant impact on noise could result if any of the following were to
occur from construction or operation of the proposed Project:

» Exceedance of local or Federal noise regulations or guidelines. If there are no local guidelines,
then Federal guidelines (the Noise Control Act of 1972) will be used;

» Increased noise levels could impose restrictions on land currently planned for residential
development; or

» Increased noise levels directly or indirectly could affect any places of traditional use that are
NRHP listed or eligible, or identified as important to tribes.

A significant impact would constitute a “major” impact according to the impact description provided in table
4.1-1. The other impact descriptions provided in table 4.1-1 are also used herein for impacts less than major.
Increases to noise levels that impose restrictions on land use or that affect NRHP listed or eligible sites
are analyzed qualitatively herein. Noise is a potential issue to sites that are in current use by tribal
members. The nearest NSRs to the proposed Project were identified; therefore, if operation and
maintenance noise impacts affect these NSRs, then land use restrictions from increased noise levels or
adverse impacts to NRHP sites could be presumed at these locations. Construction impacts would be of
limited duration and therefore would not represent significant impacts to land use restrictions or NRHP
sites, even if noise levels would be above impact thresholds.

4.3.3 Impacts Analysis Results

No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, the BLM would not issue a ROW permit and Western would not partner
with Southline or uprate its existing lines as part of the proposed Project. Noise and vibration impacts
from construction and operation and maintenance of the proposed Project transmission line and associated
activities and facilities would not occur. Under the no action alternative, noise and vibration conditions
would likely continue at current levels and trends, although it is uncertain whether other changes may
occur that affect conditions.

Even under the no action alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines between the Apache
and Saguaro substations within the next 10 years, per Western’s 10-year capital improvement plan
(Western 2012a).

Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives

CONSTRUCTION

Construction activities for both the New Build and Upgrade Sections of the proposed Project and
alternatives would result in similar noise generation and impacts. Construction activities would be of
short duration in any single area and generally would be limited to daytime hours. The majority of the
New Build Section would pass through rural and open areas as well as around a number of small cities,
including Deming and Lordsburg. As a result, a minimal number of receptors would be located along the
New Build Section. The Upgrade Section would cross areas of rural and open lands and several small
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communities, including Benson, as well as high-density areas of Tucson and surrounding communities.
Residents and commercial establishments would experience short-term noise increases in these areas
during construction.

Vibratory impacts from pile-driving construction activities may be a concern for NSRs that are located
near the ROW. Vibratory impacts are not analyzed directly; instead, if a noise impact exists for a location,
then a vibratory impact may be presumed to exist if pile-driving construction activities were to occur at
that location. Vibration from construction activities would be of even more limited duration than the
construction activities themselves, since the use of pile-driving construction activities would represent a
fraction of total construction activity.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Corona noise would occur throughout the length of the proposed Project. The level of noise associated
with the corona effect strongly depends on weather conditions as well as the condition of the transmission
line. The proposed Project location is generally considered to have fair weather during most of the year;
however, foul weather, or rain conditions, occurs periodically and seasonally. As noted in the Final
WWEC PEIS (DOE and BLM 2008:3-143):

In arid regions of the 11 western states, corona-generated audible noise would occur infrequently,
as most of the areas adjacent to the proposed corridors on federal lands are undeveloped and
sparsely populated. Whether occurring on federal or nonfederal land, corona noise would be
scarcely discernible within ¥ mile or less from the center of the nearest transmission tower.

Corona noise for both the New Build and Upgrade Sections of the proposed Project and alternatives
would be highest in areas where the new lines would be constructed in close proximity to existing
transmission lines. Overall, because of the relatively dry nature of the area crossed by the proposed
Project, the overall level of operational noise would be minimal and would therefore represent a minor,
but long-term impact to ambient soundscapes. Operational noise would decrease rapidly with distance
from the transmission line. According to the EPRI ENVIRO model, the maximum corona noise for all
modeled scenarios for both the New Build and Upgrade Sections on the edge of the right-of-way would
be 52.4 dBA (in foul weather for two double-circuit transmission lines separated by a distance of 200
feet). This value is lower than the exterior noise level guidelines of the Noise Control Act of 1972 and the
proposed Project is not expected to cause a significant impact with respect to corona noise.

Corona noise increases with aging, damaged equipment. For the Upgrade Section, where the transmission
line would be replacing the existing line with newer equipment, have an increased height above ground,
and/or different arrangement of the equipment (e.g., vertical configuration of the double-circuit), corona
noise from the proposed Project at the nearest NSR would be expected to decrease from currently existing
line conditions. This change in noise due to the corona effect would most likely be minimal and would
still be affected by other circumstances (i.e., adverse weather).

Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Maintenance activities are primarily inspection-related (for example, annual inspection of the
transmission line from vehicles) and repair of damaged equipment. Actual maintenance activities would
occur over a short period of time at any single location and typically would be of shorter duration than
during initial construction activities.
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Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

A summary of the noise resource inventory data for route group 1 is presented in table 4.3-1. Some
segments have multiple land use descriptions that describe the segment’s land use in greater detail.

The expected range of baseline noise levels, estimated number of residential NSRs, the estimated closest
distance to the NSR, and the estimated construction noise level at the nearest NSR are evaluated for each
segment and land use type. Where there are no NSRs identified, the construction noise levels were not
evaluated for that particular segment or land use.

Table 4.3-1. Route Group 1 Noise Resource Inventory Data

. Estimated Estimated
Total Description/ Estimated Closest Ra_nge Of. Construction Noise
- Number of . Baseline Noise
Miles Land Use NSRS Distance to NSR Levels (dBA) Levels at Nearest
(feet) NSR (dBA)
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent
Preferred

P1 5.1 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —

P2 102 Desert open space 2 1300 8-45 63
Follows highway 5 100 34-54 79
(2,500 feet)

Crosses highway 2 600 44-64 69
(< 250 feet)

Agricultural areas 0 - 30-52 -
Near Deming, NM 40 100 40-67 79

P3 31.1 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
Crosses highway 7 1100 44-64 63
(< 250 feet)

P4a 8.7 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —

Subroute 1.2,
Proponent
Alternative

S1 13.4  Desert open space 1 2100 8-45 58

S2 11.1  Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
Near highway (500 feet) 0 - 41-61 -

S3 12.9  Follows highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)

Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)

S4 10.6  Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
Near highway (1,000 0 - 38-58 -
feet)

S5 29.7  Follows highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)

Near Columbus, NM 35 2900 33-66 58
Agricultural areas 2 1300 30-52 63
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
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Table 4.3-1. Route Group 1 Noise Resource Inventory Data (Continued)

Estimated Estimated Range of Estimated
Total Description/ Closest ng . Construction Noise
- Number of . Baseline Noise
Miles Land Use NSRS Distance to NSR Levels (dBA) Levels at Nearest
(feet) NSR (dBA)
S6 7.4 Agricultural areas 1 500 30-52 69
Near highway 0 - 38-58 -
(1,000 feet)
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
S7 415 Follows highway 2 300 44-64 74
(250 feet)
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Near Hachita, NM 10 500 33-66 69
Desert open space 1 <50 8-45 83
S8 14.6  Agricultural areas 3 2200 30-52 58
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
Route Group 1
Local
Alternatives
DN1 425  Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Desert open space 1 100 8-45 79
Agricultural areas 1 4900 30-52 52
A 17.5  Follows highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 —
B 12.2  Follows highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)
C 9 Follows highway 2 300 44-64 74
(250 feet)
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
D 22.8  Agricultural areas 3 3700 30-52 52
Crosses highway 1 100 44-64 79
(< 250 feet)
Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
Near Lordsburg, NM 12 3100 33-66 58
Follows highway 1 4900 34-54 52

(2,500 feet)

Current and predicted noise from substations associated with route group 1 is presented in table 4.3-2.
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Table 4.3-2. Route Group 1 Current and Predicted Noise from Substations

Distance to Closest Approximate Substation Predicted Approximate Change in

Substation NSR (in feet) Noise Based on Existing Substation Noise Based on Noise agt NSR
Conditions at NSR Future Conditions at NSR

Afton 35,942 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0 dBA
Hidalgo 15,120 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0 dBA
Proposed N/A N/A N/A N/A
Midpoint
Alternative N/A N/A N/A N/A
Midpoint

Note that neither the Proposed nor Alternative Midpoint substations are currently anticipated to have a
transformer, the primary source of noise at the substations.

The New Build Section of the proposed Project and alternatives between the Afton Substation to Hidalgo
Substation would pass by five non-residential noise-sensitive receptors and scattered residential areas,
primarily near the community of Deming. However, this route group is predominantly open space and has
very few noise-sensitive receptors. Non-residential NSRs in this route group are listed in appendix C.

SUBROUTE 1.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

There is an estimated total of 56 NSRs along subroute 1.1. The majority of estimated NSRs (40) are
located in and around the city of Deming, New Mexico. NSRs identified in table 4.3-1 would be expected
to experience noise levels of approximately 63 to 79 dBA during construction activities. NSRs
specifically identified other than residences on this route include Holy Cross Cemetery near segment P2,
which could experience construction noise levels of 52 dBA. The residential NSRs in subroute 1.1 could
experience exceedances of the guidelines contained within the Noise Control Act of 1972, the most
stringent regulatory criteria identified in chapter 3. Therefore, using the significance criteria outlined

in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from subroute 1.1 could be major

(i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of change over existing baseline conditions);
however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and intermittent in nature. Therefore,
construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be mitigated to be below thresholds
and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Substation noise for the Afton and Hidalgo substations would be expected to remain the same, with no
change in noise levels at the distance to the closest NSR. Neither the Proposed nor Alternative Midpoint
substations are currently anticipated to have a transformer, the primary source of noise at the substations.
The nearest NSRs all experience noise levels less than the guidelines in the Noise Control Act of 1972.
Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from this route group would be minor and long-term for operation and
maintenance activities.
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SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Construction

Fifty-five NSRs were identified along this subroute. The majority of estimated NSRs are located in the
communities of Columbus and Hachita. The noise levels at those identified NSRs could range from 58 to
83 dBA, with one location that could experience an estimated construction noise level as high as 83 dBA.
Three NSRs (other than residences) were identified along segment S7. These NSRs include two
cemeteries (Victorio and Hachita Cemeteries) and a church (Hachita Baptist Church) that could
experience construction noise levels ranging from 69 dBA (at Hachita Cemetery and Hachita Baptist
Church) to 83 dBA (at Victorio Cemetery). These NSRs could experience exceedances of the guidelines
contained within the Noise Control Act of 1972, the most stringent regulatory criteria identified in chapter
3. Therefore, using the significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1,
impacts to noise from subroute 1.2 could be major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high
degree of change over existing baseline conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term,
temporary, and intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance
and could be mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Substation noise from this alternative would be expected to be the same as that from subroute 1.1.
Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from this route group would be minor and long-term for operation and
maintenance activities.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are five local alternatives available for route group 1. These local alternatives include DN1, A, B, C
and D.

Construction

There are few NSRs, including residences, near any of the local alternatives. Alternative D includes the
most NSRs (12) as it passes by Lordsburg, New Mexico. All other alternatives have been identified as
having two or less NSRs. Noise levels at all these NSRs could be expected to range from 52 dBA to 79
dBA. These NSRs could experience exceedances of the guidelines contained within the Noise Control
Act of 1972, the most stringent regulatory criteria identified in chapter 3. Therefore, using the
significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from local
alternatives could be major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of change over
existing baseline conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and
intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be
mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
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Therefore, impacts to noise from local alternatives for this route group would be minor and long-term for
operation and maintenance activities.

Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation

A summary of the noise resource inventory data for route group 2 is presented in table 4.3-3. Some
segments have multiple land use descriptions that describe the segment’s land use in greater detail.

The expected range of baseline noise levels, estimated number of residential NSRs, the estimated closest
distance to the NSR, and the estimated construction noise level at the nearest NSR are evaluated for each
segment and land use type. Where there are no NSRs identified, the construction noise levels were not
evaluated for that particular segment or land use.

Table 4.3-3. Route Group 2 Noise Resource Inventory Data

Estimated

Total Estimated Estimated Range of Baseline Construction Noise
- Description Number of Closest Distance Noise Levels
Miles NSRS to NSR (feet) (dBA) Levels at Nearest
NSR (dBA)
Subroute 2.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P4b 14 Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Desert open space 2 3600 8-45 52
P4c 1.9 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
P5a 9.6 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
P5b 211 Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
Near highway 0 - 38-58 -
(1,000 feet)
P6a 0.9 Near highway 0 - 38-58 -
(1,000 feet)
P6b 225 Near highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)
Agricultural areas 1 <50 30-52 83
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
P6c 2.8 Near highway 0 — 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
P7 22.3 Near highway 0 - 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
Desert open space 1 1900 8-45 58
Agricultural areas 1 800 30-52 63
P8 0.5 Agricultural areas 0 - 30-52 -
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Table 4.3-3. Route Group 2 Noise Resource Inventory Data (Continued)

. . . Estimated
Total o Estimated Estlme_lted Rang_e of Baseline Construction Noise
: Description Number of Closest Distance Noise Levels
Miles NSRs to NSR (feet) (dBA) Levels at Nearest
NSR (dBA)
Subroute 2.2,
Proponent
Alternative
E 31.8 Near highway 0 - 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
Agricultural areas 1 <50 30-52 83
Near San Simon, AZ >100 2400 33-66 58
Follows highway 0 - 34-54 -
(2,500 feet)
F 253 Near highway 0 - 34-54 -
(2,500 feet)
Follows highway 0 — 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
Agricultural areas 1 <50 30-52 83
Near Bowie, AZ >100 2400 33-66 58
Desert open space 1 600 8-45 69
Follows highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)
Ga 25.7 Near highway o] - 41-61 -
(500 feet)
Desert open space 1 1900 8-45 58
Agricultural areas 8 <50 30-52 83
Follows highway 0 - 44-64 -
(250 feet)
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Gb 1 Follows highway 0 - 34-54 -
(2,500 feet)
Gc 7.4 Follows highway 0 - 34-54 -
(2,500 feet)
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Near Cochise, AZ 25 300 33-66 74
Agricultural areas 2 <50 33-66 83
| 2.3 Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Near highway 0 - 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
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Table 4.3-3. Route Group 2 Noise Resource Inventory Data (Continued)

Total Estimated Estimated Range of Baseline Cons%rsljlcnt]i?)tr?(li\loise
: Description Number of Closest Distance Noise Levels
Miles NSRS to NSR (feet) (dBA) Levels at Nearest
NSR (dBA)
J 2.3 Follows highway 2 1000 31-51 63
(5,000 feet)
Follows highway 0 - 34-54 —
(2,500 feet)
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Route Group 2
Local
Alternatives
LD1 35.4 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
Follows highway 0 - 44-64 -
(250 feet)
Crosses highway 5 <50 44-64 83
(< 250 feet)
Follows highway 80 800 38-58 63
(1,000 feet)
Follows highway 0 - 41-61 -
(500 feet)
LD2 9.6 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
LD3a 27.9 Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Desert open space 1 50 8-45 83
LD3b 1.9 Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
LD4 51.7 Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Agricultural areas 8 <50 30-52 83
LD4— 6.5 Desert open space 0 — 8-45 -
Option4
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 _
(< 250 feet)
Follows highway 0 - 34-54 -
(2,500 feet)
Follows highway 0 - 38-58 -
(1,000 feet)
LD4- 12.3 Follows highway 0 - 34-54 -
Option 5 (2,500 feet)
Desert open space — 8-45 -
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
WC1 14.8 Near Willcox, AZ >100 <50 40-67 83
Follows highway 2 1000 31-51 63
(5,000 feet)
Follows highway 0 - 38-58 -
(1,000 feet)
Follows highway 0 - 44-64 -
(250 feet)
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Current and predicted noise from substations associated with route group 2 is presented in table 4.3-4.

Table 4.3-4. Route Group 2 Current and Predicted Noise from Substations

Distance to Approximate Substation Predicted Approximate

Substation Closest NSR Noise Based on Existing Substation Noise Based on NgiginegeNIER
(in feet) Conditions at NSR Future Conditions at NSR

Apache 2,736 40 dBA 37-47 dBA 0-7 dBA

Hidalgo 15,120 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0

The closest residence to a substation in the New Build Section is located approximately 2,736 feet from
the fence line of the Apache Substation. This residence is also located approximately 4,500 feet from an
existing coal-fired power plant and approximately 1,800 feet from railroad tracks used to deliver coal to
the power plant. For purposes of this analysis, it is assumed that the existing sound level at the residence
closest to the proposed Apache Substation is 40 dBA. At this residence the noise level associated with the
proposed Project and alternatives’ two 650 megavolt ampere (MVA) transformers would be anticipated to
be between 37 and 47 dBA. A range is provided, because the precise sound rating of the transformers
would be determined during detailed design, as would their location and the location of any noise barriers.

There are six non-residential NSRs identified for this route group (five schools and one cemetery).
Non-residential NSRs in this route group are listed in appendix C.

SUBROUTE 2.1 — PROPONENT PREFERRED
Construction

There are five identified potential NSRs for this subroute. Most are located greater than 1,000 feet from
the edge of the ROW, but one residence is within 50 feet of the ROW. That residence could experience
temporary construction noise levels as high as 83 dBA. The other residential NSRs could experience
temporary construction noise levels ranging from 52 to 63 dBA. Some NSRs could therefore experience
noise levels in excess of the guidelines published in the Noise Control Act of 1972, the most stringent
regulatory criteria identified in chapter 3. Therefore, using the significance criteria outlined in the
beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from subroute 2.1 could be major (i.e., impacts
would occur, and could represent a high degree of change over existing baseline conditions); however,
construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction
noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline
conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Substation noise for the Hidalgo Substation would be expected to remain the same, with no change in
noise levels at the distance to the closest NSR. The NSR nearest the Apache Substation could experience
an increase in noise levels by 0 to 7 dBA. The nearest NSRs would all experience noise levels less than
the guidelines in the Noise Control Act of 1972. Maintenance activities associated with substations and
transmission lines would be similar in noise level to construction-related activities, but would be
anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer individual noise point sources such as pieces of
equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration. Therefore, impacts to noise from this route
group would be minor and long-term for operation and maintenance activities.
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SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Construction

There are in excess of 100 identified potential NSRs in this subroute. All identified closest NSRs to the
ROW could potentially have estimated construction noise levels over the recommended guidelines in the
Noise Control Act of 1972. Non-residential NSRs associated with this Subroute would experience noise
levels between 58 and 83 dBA, with four of the six non-residential NSRs below the guidelines of the
Noise Control Act of 1972, the most stringent regulatory criteria identified in chapter 3. Therefore, using
the significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from
subroute 2.2 could be major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of change
over existing baseline conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and
intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be
mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Substation noise from this alternative would be expected to be the same as that from subroute 2.1.
Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from this route group would be minor and long-term for operation and
maintenance activities.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are eight local alternatives available for route group 2. These local alternatives include LD1, LD2,
LD3a, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option 4, LD4-Option 5, and WC1.

Construction

Local alternative WC1 contains the most potential NSRs (over 1,000), as it passes through the city of
Willcox, Arizona. The nearest NSRs would experience construction noise levels as high as 83 dBA.
The second most number of estimated NSRs (85) is found in local alternative LD1, where sound levels
would range from 64 to 83 dBA at the nearest NSR. Some local alternatives are desert open space with no
identified potential NSRs (for local alternatives LD2, LD3b, LD4-Option 4, and LD4-Option 5).

The other local alternatives (LD3a and LD4) have eight or less NSRs, and those nearest potential NSRs
could experience construction noise levels between 74 and 83 dBA. Therefore, using the significance
criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from local alternatives
could be major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of change over existing
baseline conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and intermittent in
nature. Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be mitigated to be
below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from local alternatives for this route group would be minor and long-term for
operation and maintenance activities.
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Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

A summary of the noise resource inventory data for route group 3 is presented in table 4.3-5. Some
segments have multiple land use descriptions that describe the segment’s land use in greater detail.

The expected range of baseline noise levels, estimated number of residential NSRs, the estimated closest
distance to the NSR, and the estimated construction noise level at the nearest NSR are evaluated for each
segment and land use type. Where there are no NSRs identified, the construction noise levels were not
evaluated for that particular segment or land use.

Table 4.3-5. Route Group 3 Noise Resource Inventory Data

. Estimated Estimated
Total I Estimated Closest Ra_nge Of. Construction
- Description Number of . Baseline Noise :
Miles NSRs Distance to NSR Levels (dBA) Noise Levels at
(feet) Nearest NSR (dBA)
Subroute 3.1,
Proponent
Preferred
Ula 16.1 Agricultural areas 8 <50 30-52 83
Desert open space 0 - 8-45 —
Near highway 0 - 44-64 -
(250 feet)
Ulb 2.9 Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -
(< 250 feet)
Near highway 0 - 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
U2 15.8 Follows highway 0 - 31-51 -
(5,000 feet)
City of Benson, AZ >100 <50 33-66 83
Follows highway 5 <50 34-54 83
(2,500 feet)
Mescal, AZ >100 <50 33-66 83
Crosses highway 50 200 44-64 74
U3a 35.6 Follows highway 75 <50 31-51 83
(5,000 feet)
Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
Vail, AZ >100 <50 33-66 83
City of Tucson (near >100 <50 48-92 83
airport)
Route Group 3
Local
Alternative
H 19.3 Desert open space 0 - 8-45 —
Agricultural areas 20 400 30-52 69
Follows highway 0 - 44-64 -
(250 feet)
Crosses highway 0 - 44-64 -

(< 250 feet)
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Current and predicted noise from substations associated with route group 3 is presented in table 4.3-6.
The Apache Substation NSR is discussed in route group 2.

Table 4.3-6. Route Group 3 Current and Predicted Noise from Substations

Distance to Approximate Substation Predicted Approximate

Substation Closest NSR Noise Ba_ls_ed on Existing Substation N(_)i_se Based on Nocir;?anaiel\:gR
(feet) Conditions at NSR Future Conditions at NSR

Apache 2,736 40 dBA 37-47 dBA 0-7 dBA

Pantano 13,247 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0

Adams Tap 11,977 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0

There are 40 non-residential NSRs identified for this route group, which includes churches, schools,
museums, libraries, and parks. Non-residential NSRs in this route group are listed in appendix C.

SUBROUTE 3.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED
Construction

Subroute 3.1 reaches the southern fringe of the city of Tucson, and has many potential NSRs (greater than
100). Segment Ula has eight potential NSRs, around agricultural areas, that could experience
construction noise as high as 83 dBA. Segment Ulb is completely vacant of NSRs. Segment U2 passes by
the communities of Benson and Mescal, Arizona, and has many potential NSRs (greater than 100) within
the Analysis Area. For the communities of Benson and Mescal and other land-use areas for segment U2,
estimated construction noise levels would range between 74 and 83 dBA. As segment U3a reaches the
City of Tucson, the number of potential NSRs increase. The NSRs located closest to the ROW would
experience construction noise levels as high as 83 dBA. Most of the NSRs for this segment are also near
the Tucson International Airport, and the baseline values for that area can range from 48-92 dBA.
Approximately 40 non-residential NSRs are located within the area of analysis of this subroute. The
nearest non-residential NSR is located approximately 600 feet from the proposed Project ROW (both the
Skyline Baptist Church located in Benson, Arizona and the Desert Vista Library in Tucson, Arizona).
These non-residential NSRs could be expected to experience construction noise levels as high as 69 dBA.
Other non-residential NSRs could be expected to experience noise levels as high as 69 dBA. Therefore,
using the significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise
from subroute 3.1 could be major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of change
over existing baseline conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and
intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be
mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Substation noise for the Pantano and Adams Tap substations would be expected to remain the same, with
no change in noise levels at the distance to the closest NSR. The NSR nearest the Apache Substation
would experience an increase in noise levels by 0 to 7 dBA. The nearest NSRs would experience noise
levels less than the guidelines in the Noise Control Act of 1972. Maintenance activities associated with
substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level to construction-related activities, but
would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer individual noise point sources such as pieces
of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration. Therefore, impacts to noise from this route
group would be minor and long-term for operation and maintenance activities.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There is one local alternative for route group 3: local alternative H.
Construction

Local alternative H has 20 identified potential NSRs. The nearest NSRs would experience construction
noise levels as high as 69 dBA. Therefore, using the significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this
chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from local alternatives could be major (i.e., impacts would occur,
and could represent a high degree of change over existing baseline conditions); however, construction
noise would be short-term, temporary, and intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction noise would
represent more of a nuisance and could be mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from the local alternative for this route group would be minor and long-term
for operation and maintenance activities.

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation

A summary of the noise resource inventory data for route group 4 is presented in table 4.3-7. Some
segments have multiple land use descriptions that describe the segment’s land use in greater detail.

The expected range of baseline noise levels, estimated number of residential NSRs, the estimated closest
distance to the NSR, and the estimated construction noise level at the nearest NSR are evaluated for each
segment and land use type. Where there are no NSRs identified, the construction noise levels were not
evaluated for that particular segment or land use.

Table 4.3-7. Route Group 4 Noise Resource Inventory Data

Estimated Range of Estimated
Estimated ge Construction
Total _— Closest Baseline -
- Description Number of . ; Noise Levels at
Miles Distanceto  Noise Levels
NSRs NSR (feet) (dBA) Nearest NSR
(dBA)

Subroute 4.1,
Proponent
Preferred

U3b 0.5 City of Tucson (near airport) >100 <50 48-92 83

U3c 1 City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

u3d 3.4  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

U3e 0.9 City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

u3f 0.7  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 200 44-69 74

U3g 0.9 City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

U3h 1.1  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

u3si 18.2  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

City of Tucson (outskirts) >100 <50 40-67 83
Agricultural areas 0 - 30-52 -
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Table 4.3-7. Route Group 4 Noise Resource Inventory Data (Continued)

Estimated Range of Estimated
Estimated ge Construction
Total _— Closest Baseline :
- Description Number of . - Noise Levels at
Miles Distanceto  Noise Levels
NSRs NSR (feet) (dBA) Nearest NSR
(dBA)
uU3j 0.9  Agricultural areas 0 - 30-52 -
U3k 16.7  Agricultural areas 10 <50 30-52 83
Near Silverbell West >100 100 30-52 79
Near highway (250 feet) 0 - 44-64 -
u3sl 1.6  Crosses highway (< 250 feet) 0 - 44-64 -
Near highway (2,500 feet) 0 - 34-54 -
u3m 0.6  Crosses highway (< 250 feet) 0 - 44-64 -
u4 1.9 Desert open space 0 - 8-45 -
Route Group 4
Local
Alternatives
MA1 1.1  Agricultural areas 0 - 30-52 -
THla 1.4  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH1b 1.6  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH1c 0.3  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH1-Option 0.4  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH3-Option A 0.8  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH3-Option B 0.8  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH3-Option C 1.8 City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH3a 2.7  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83
TH3b 4.5  City of Tucson (6 miles from airport) >100 <50 44-69 83

Current and predicted noise from substations associated with route group 4 is presented in table 4.3-8.

Table 4.3-8. Route Group 4 Current and Predicted Noise from Substations

Distance to Approximate Substation Predicted Approximate Change in

Substation Closest NSR Noise Based on Existing Substation Noise Based on Noise at
(in feet) Conditions at NSR Future Conditions at NSR NSR

Nogales 5,711 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0
Vail 5,534 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0
Rattlesnake 10,687 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0
Tucson-DMP 934 41 dBA 43-49 dBA 2-8 dBA
Marana 512 <40 dBA 43-53 dBA 3-13dBA
Saguaro/Tortolita 11,484 <40 dBA <40 dBA 0
DeMoss Petrie 1,476 41 dBA 43-49 dBA 2-8 dBA

Note that the Del Bac and DeMoss Petrie substations are not currently anticipated to have a transformer,
the primary source of noise at the substations. Based on a standard existing 100-MVA transformer at the
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Tucson Substation, the existing sound level at the closest NSR is estimated to be 41 dBA. These
residences are also located approximately 1,900 feet from the 1-10 freeway, which represents another
existing source of noise. The addition of the proposed Project and alternatives’ 287-MVA transformer is
anticipated to result in a sound pressure level of between 43 and 49 dBA. A range is provided, because
the precise number, size, and sound rating of the transformers would be determined during detailed
design, as would their location and the location of any noise barriers. The nearby DeMoss Petrie
Substation is located farther away (approximately 1,500 feet) from the residences and is also shielded by
a long intervening brick building. The proposed Project and alternatives’ modifications of the DeMoss
Petrie Substation are therefore not anticipated to have an additive effect on the sound level at the NSRs.

No existing transformers are planned for the proposed Marana Substation; therefore, the existing levels
would be expected to be consistent with rural residential areas and may at times be less than 40 dBA.
The proposed Project and alternatives’ 287-MVA transformer at Marana Substation is anticipated to be
between 43 and 53 dBA at the closest NSR. A range is provided, because the precise sound rating of the
transformers would be determined during detailed design, as would their location and the location of any
noise barriers.

Pinal County has an ordinance that addresses excessive noise, and specifically lists land use categories
and times where certain limiting sound levels are allowed (see table 8-9 in chapter 3 of the ordinance).
The EPA’s Noise Control Act of 1972 is more stringent than these values and is used instead of the local
regulations.

There are seventy-five non-residential NSRs identified for this route group (which includes parks,
schools, churches, hospitals, libraries, and cemeteries). Non-residential NSRs in this route group are listed
in appendix C.

SUBROUTE 4.1 — PROPONENT PREFERRED
Construction

The Upgrade Section would not pass any NSRs until it reaches the city of Tucson (Segment U3) and its
surrounding communities. The proposed Project and alternatives would traverse a partially urban area
with scattered areas of residential development along the 2-mile study corridor. However, no hospitals,
cemeteries, schools, or churches are within the 2-mile study corridor of the Upgrade Section. Likewise,
no wilderness areas or other public recreation spaces that require low noise limits are in this section
either.

There are 1,350 identified potential NSRs for this subroute. Most NSRs may experience construction
noise levels of between 74 and 83 dBA. There is one NSR on segment U3f that could experience
construction noise levels of 69 dBA. Some segments (U3j, U3l, U3m, and U4) have no identified
potential NSRs. Approximately 60 non-residential NSRs are located within the area of analysis of this
subroute. Multiple non-residential NSRs are located on the proposed Project ROW (Joaquin Murrieta
Northwest Park, Christopher Columbus Park, and Rattlesnake Ridge Elementary, all located in Tucson,
Arizona). These non-residential NSRs could be expected to experience construction noise levels as high
as 83 dBA. Other non-residential NSRs could be expected to experience noise levels as high as 83 dBA.
Therefore, using the significance criteria outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts
to noise from subroute 4.1 could be major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of
change over existing baseline conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary,
and intermittent in nature. Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be
mitigated to be below thresholds and/or baseline conditions.
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Operation and Maintenance

Substation noise for the Nogales, Vail, Rattlesnake, and Saguaro/Tortolita substations would be expected
to remain the same, with no change in noise levels at the distance to the closest NSR. The nearest NSR to
the Tucson-DMP, Marana, and DeMoss Petrie substations would all experience higher noise levels
(between 2 and 13 dBA). The nearest NSRs would experience noise levels less than the guidelines in the
Noise Control Act of 1972. Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines
would be similar in noise level to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less
frequently, include fewer individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and
would be of shorter duration. Therefore, impacts to noise from this route group would be minor and long-
term for operation and maintenance activities.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are 10 local alternatives are available for route group 4. The local alternative includes MAL, TH1a,
TH1b, TH1c, TH1-Option, TH3a, TH3b, TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, and TH3-Option C.

Construction

There are greater than 100 identified potential NSRs. Local alternative MA1 has no identified potential
NSRs. For all other segment alternatives, the nearest NSRs could experience construction noise levels as
high as 83 dBA. The closest non-residential NSRs were identified along alternative TH1a (Tolson
Elementary School), TH1b (Greasewood Park), and TH3-Option C (Santa Cruz River Park). Each of
these non-residential NSRs was identified on the ROW; therefore, proposed Project construction noise
levels could be expected as high as 83 dBA. Other non-residential NSRs identified for the other
alternatives could experience noise levels ranging from 58 to 83 dBA. Using the significance criteria
outlined in the beginning of this chapter in table 4.1-1, impacts to noise from local alternatives could be
major (i.e., impacts would occur, and could represent a high degree of change over existing baseline
conditions); however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and intermittent in nature.
Therefore, construction noise would represent more of a nuisance and could be mitigated to be below
thresholds and/or baseline conditions.

Operation and Maintenance

Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from local alternatives for this route group would be minor and long-term for
operation and maintenance activities.

Agency Preferred Alternative

The Agency Preferred Alternative for route group 1 of the New Build Section would cross primarily
desert open space and, therefore, there would be few NSRs affected by noise from this alternative.

The Agency Preferred Alternative would pass in and around the city of Deming, New Mexico, where
several clusters of both residential and non-residential NSRs are located. The nearest identified sensitive
receptors to the route group 1 preferred alternative would be located near the interstate (I-10) and in and
around the city of Deming at a distance of approximately 100 feet from the proposed Project ROW.

The estimated unmitigated noise levels could be as high as 79 dBA during Project construction; however,
construction activities would be temporary and intermittent in nature, while operation and maintenance
activities would be long-term but would involve less noise point sources and also be intermittent in
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nature. Additionally, standard construction mitigation measures, built-in design features, and incorporated
BMPs would further reduce noise levels below the predicted maximum. While some of the alternatives to
the Agency Preferred Alternative would avoid the city of Deming, these alternatives would pick up
additional NSRs (such as in and around Columbus, New Mexico) and, therefore, the amount and
proximity of NSRs for these alternatives is not substantively different from those of the Agency Preferred
Alternative.

The Agency Preferred Alternatives segments LD3a, LD4, LD4-Option 5, and P7 for route group 2 of the
New Build Section would cross primarily desert open space and agricultural areas with few NSRs.

The choice of these alternatives avoids the towns and cities of the Proponent Alternative and another local
alternative (WC1). While there were few identified NSRs near the Agency Preferred Alternative for route
group 2, the nearest NSRs would be located close to the Project ROW (potentially within 50 feet of
construction activities) and could experience noise levels as high as 83 dBA. As discussed, construction
would be temporary and intermittent in nature, and proposed Project construction noise would be further
ameliorated by the use of standard construction mitigation measures, built-in design features, and
incorporated BMPs. Project operation and maintenance activities would be long-term, but involve less
noise point sources and also be intermittent in nature.

Segments Ula, Ulb, U2, and U3a in route group 3 of the Agency Preferred Alternative have a large
number of potential NSRs near the proposed Project in and near the towns and cities of Benson, Mescal,
Vail, and Tucson in Arizona. Outside of these developed areas, the Agency Preferred Alternative would
cross primarily desert open spaces and agricultural lands, with few NSRs. The nearest NSRs identified
would be within approximately 100 feet of the proposed Project ROW and therefore could experience
construction noise as high as 83 dBA. As discussed, Project construction, operation, and maintenance
noise would be short-term and/or intermittent in nature and would be further mitigated through
construction mitigation measures, built-in design features, and incorporated BMPs. The only alternative
proposed for route group 3 and the Agency Preferred Alternative, local alternative H, would avoid the city
of Benson and therefore the NSRs associated with that city.

As all of the route group 4 alternatives pass through a large urban area (the city of Tucson and outskirts),
no substantive differences exist between the Agency Preferred Alternative and the other alternatives in
regards to noise impacts to sensitive receptors. The nearest identified receptors would be within 50 feet
and would experience noise levels as high as 83 dBA under the Agency Preferred Alternative or any other
alternative in this route group. Project construction, operation, and maintenance noise would be short-
term and/or intermittent in nature and would be further mitigated through construction mitigation
measures, built-in design features, and incorporated BMPs.

Therefore, overall impacts to noise from the Agency Preferred Alternative for construction activities
could be major; however, construction noise would be short-term, temporary, and intermittent in nature.
Maintenance activities associated with substations and transmission lines would be similar in noise level
to construction-related activities, but would be anticipated to occur less frequently, include fewer
individual noise point sources such as pieces of equipment and vehicles, and would be of shorter duration.
Therefore, impacts to noise from the Agency Preferred Alternative would be minor and long-term for
operation and maintenance activities.

Additional Mitigation Measures
In addition to the proponent-committed environmental protection measures and BMPs from the POD, the

following measures could be implemented to further reduce or eliminate the effects of the proposed
Project. The DOE and BLM prepared a PEIS in November 2008 titled “Designation of Energy Corridors
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on Federal Land in the 11 Western States” (DOE and BLM 2008). Within this PEIS, the BLM also offers
recommended mitigation measures as ways to reduce potential noise impacts:

»  For construction-related noise impacts:

o “Schedule construction activities and route construction traffic to minimize disruption to
nearby residents and existing operations surrounding the Project.”

o “Noisy construction activities (including blasting) should be limited to the least noise-
sensitive times of day (daytime only between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.) and to weekdays.
In sensitive wildlife areas, they should be limited to between 1.5 hours after sunrise and
1.5 hours before sunset.”

o “Erect temporary wooden noise barriers around areas where construction equipment would
disturb sensitive receptors.”

o “To the extent possible, locate noisy equipment away from sensitive receptors.”

o “Whenever feasible, schedule noise [-generating] activities to occur at the same time, since
additional sources of noise generally do not add noise. That is, less-frequent noise activities
would be less annoying than frequent less-noisy activities.”

o “If blasting or other noisy activities are required during the construction period, notify nearby
residents in advance.”

»  For operations-related noise impacts:

o “If possible, minimize trips for surveillance and monitoring of pipelines and/or transmission
lines by the energy transport system operating companies.”

Residual Impacts

The proposed Project would result in temporary increases to ambient noise levels from the construction of
the transmission lines, substations, and ancillary facilities. Some of these temporary increases would
exceed local or Federal noise regulations or guidelines. The built-in design features, incorporated BMPs,
and mitigation measures would reduce, but not altogether eliminate, proposed Project impacts to noise.
Limited increases to ambient noise would result from proposed Project operation over the lifetime of the
Project. The proposed Project would not be expected to increase noise levels to levels that could impose
restrictions on land currently planned for residential development or affect any places of traditional use
that are NRHP listed or eligible, or identified as important to tribes.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

The proposed Project could result in unavoidable increases in ambient noise levels over the life of the
Project. Construction noise represents the largest increase in noise, but that noise is temporary. Operation
and maintenance noise would persist through the life of the proposed Project, but is expected to be
negligible. Additionally, operation and maintenance noise from the proposed Project can be expected to
decrease for the Upgrade Section because there is expected to be less maintenance activity with the
installation of a new transmission line; however, this change can be expected to be negligible. Substation
noise at the nearest NSR would stay the same or increase slightly. In general, the DOE and BLM state in a
PEIS titled “Designation of Energy Corridors on Federal Land in the 11 Western States” (DOE and BLM
2008) that the sound level at the edge of the ROW (200 feet from the transmission line) would be about
44 dBA and would fall to 35 dBA at 0.25 mile from the edge. As modeled for the proposed Project,
corona noise can be expected to be as high as 52.4 dBA in foul weather and where the transmission lines
are located near each other. Corona noise on the Upgrade Section of the proposed Project would be
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expected to decrease due to new equipment, the increased height from the ground, and configuration of
the circuit.

Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

The proposed Project would cause some short-term ambient noise level increase during the construction
of the transmission lines, substations, and ancillary facilities. This increase in ambient noise would be
reduced through the use of built-in design features, incorporated BMPs, and mitigation measures. Long-
term impacts would be negligible because operation of the proposed Project would not create noise that
would exceed any standard. Therefore, no effects on the maintenance and enhancement of long-term
productivity related to noise would occur because of the implementation of the proposed Project.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

While there would be a limited amount of loss of lower ambient noise levels during proposed Project
operation, there would not be any irreversible or irretrievable commitment of resources from the
implementation of the proposed Project, as ambient soundscapes would be restored after proposed Project
decommissioning.

4.4 GEOLOGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

4.4.1 Introduction

This section describes the impacts to geological and mineral resources that could potentially occur during
construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed Project, and also addresses the impacts of
geology on the proposed Project facilities. Impacts to geological and mineral resources are discussed in
terms of whether the proposed Project and alternatives would result in significant effects on geological
and mineral resources by analyzing the context and intensity of the change that would be introduced by
the Project, in accordance with CEQ regulations at 1508.27. This section also addresses the methodology
for determining the impacts of geology on the proposed Project facilities. In order to facilitate the
comparison of alternatives, potential environmental changes are described in terms of temporal scale,
spatial extent, and significance. The impacts described in this section are based on data available in
“Southline Transmission Project Resource Report 4: Geology and Minerals” (CH2M Hill 2013c).

The contents of that report are used herein without specific reference.

4.4.2 Methodology and Assumptions

This section describes the area that was analyzed for determining the effects of the proposed Project on
geological and mineral resources, how effects would be measured, the assumptions used when evaluating
the effects, and what criteria must be met for an impact to be considered significant.

Analysis Area

The analysis area for the purpose of evaluating effects and impacts is the corridor of the ROW, plus the
footprints of substations and construction laydown areas located outside the ROW. The ROW for the New
Build Section would be 200 feet wide, and the ROW for the Upgrade Section would be 150 feet wide.
This analysis area is sufficient for identifying resources that could be directly impacted by ground
disturbance during construction and that would be precluded from mining access during operation and
maintenance.
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Analysis Assumptions

The following factors were assumed when evaluating the effects of the proposed Project on geological
and mineral resources:

A geotechnical engineering study would be completed prior to final design and construction of
the Project to identify site-specific geological conditions and potential geological hazards.

The data collected from the study would be used to guide sound engineering practices, and
foundation design would be consistent with geological conditions for each tower site.

Existing fault lines, land subsidence areas, earth fissures, mining claims, oil/gas reserves, areas of
mineral resources of economic value, and other pertinent geological and mineral-related features
have been accurately mapped.

Operation and maintenance of the Project, as it relates to geological and mineral resources, would
primarily be the presence of transmission towers and transmission lines and how they could
preclude access to underground resources in the immediate vicinity.

Transmission lines typically have little impact to mining operations. Span lengths are such that
access to minerals can be accomplished between spans. Should open pit mining be planned,
structures can be left on “islands,” or the mining interests can have the transmission line locally
re-routed (personal communication, Mark Wieringa, 2013).

Impact Indicators

The following indicators were considered when analyzing the effects on geology and mineral resources:

L]

Types of geological hazards and the potential of the Project to aggravate existing hazards;
Types of geological hazards and their potential for affecting the Project;

The potential for the Project to negatively affect important geological resources, including
important State-identified rock outcroppings and potential geothermal areas; and

The potential for the Project to negatively affect access to important mineral and petroleum
resources.

While many of the potential impacts are difficult to quantify, “units of change” for the items above are
based on the number of claims, leases, oil/gas wells, geological features, and locatable, leasable, and/or
saleable mineral areas within the analysis area; or the acreage of overlap between the Project ROW and
certain resources. Measured impacts are followed by a binary determination regarding whether or not they
are likely to be lost or occluded, and quantification of impacts when possible.

Significant Impacts

For the purposes of this analysis, a significant impact on geology and mineral resources could result if any
of the following were to occur from construction or operation and maintenance of the proposed Project:

L]

Areas of geological importance are lost or made inaccessible for future use;
Important State-identified rock outcroppings are adversely affected,;
Known mineral resources of economic value are lost or made inaccessible;

Project activity (construction, operation, or maintenance) would locate ROW over a mining claim
located on or before July 23, 1955, or otherwise affect a valid existing mineral right;

Project activity (construction, operation, or maintenance) would locate ROW over oil or gas well
fields, reserves, or otherwise affect valid existing petroleum rights;
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» Project would occur in an area of known geological hazard;

»  Structures would fail or create hazards due to slope instability, the effects of earthquakes, or land
subsidence; and

»  Project would create geological hazards, particularly increases in the probability or magnitude of
mass wasting events.

4.4.3 Impacts Analysis Results

No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, the New Build Section would not be constructed. In the New Build
Section, undisturbed areas and existing geology and mineral resources would remain undisturbed unless
they are mined in unrelated actions. Underground resources would not be precluded from access within
the proposed Project ROW. Geological activity such as fault creep, earthquakes, landslides, and land
subsidence and earth fissures would continue to occur.

Even under the no action alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines between Apache and
Saguaro substations within the next 10 years, in accordance with Western’s 10-year capital improvement
plan (Western 2012a).The Upgrade Section would remain in its current state as a disturbed ROW with
transmission towers and transmission lines, until such time as Western upgrades the line.

Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives

Many of the potential impacts discussed in chapter 3 would universally apply to all action alternatives.
Resources not present are discussed first, then potential impacts common to all alternatives are discussed
below as they each relate to construction, operation, and maintenance of the Project.

GEOLOGICAL FAULTS

As discussed in chapter 3, no active faults have been mapped in any alternatives in the analysis area.

VOLCANOES

As discussed in chapter 3, no potentially active volcanoes have been identified or are being monitored in
the proposed Project vicinity.

AREAS OF UNIQUE GEOLOGICAL INTEREST

As discussed in chapter 3, no areas of unique geological interest, caves, rock outcroppings, or mineral
collection areas of recreational or scientific importance have been identified within the analysis area.

OIL AND GAS WELLS AND COAL RESOURCES

As discussed in chapter 3, no wells in the analysis area are currently producing oil or gas, and there are no
coal leases or known coal resources within the analysis area.

PRE-1955 MINING CLAIMS

As discussed in chapter 3, no known pre-1955 mining claims are present within the analysis area.
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CONSTRUCTION

All action alternatives would involve drilling, blasting, excavation, etc., during construction. The potential
impacts from construction include:

» areas of geological importance lost or made inaccessible for future use (direct);
» adversely affected important State-identified rock outcroppings (direct);

» known mineral resources of economic value or pre-1955 mining claims lost or made inaccessible
(direct);

« affecting a valid existing mineral right by preclusion of access (direct);

« affecting oil or gas well fields, reserves, or otherwise affecting valid existing petroleum rights by
preclusion of access (direct); and

» creation or exacerbation of geological hazards, particularly increases in the probability or
magnitude of mass wasting events or hazards due to slope instability (indirect).

Land Subsidence

Most cases of land subsidence in the Southwest are caused by excessive groundwater pumping. This type
of subsidence occurs very slowly over decades (AZGS 1993). Therefore, land subsidence would not have
direct or indirect effects on the operation and maintenance of the Project.

Earth Fissures

Existing earth fissures are discrete locations that are easily identified and that would be avoided during
final Project design for tower placement. Although the exact location of a future fissure cannot be
predicted, areas where fissures are likely to form have been identified. These areas would be avoided
where feasible, and appropriately engineered foundations would be installed to mitigate this potential
hazard. For the purposes of actual construction activities, fissures are generally easy to fill, span, or drive
around and would not pose challenges. Therefore, direct or indirect impacts from earth fissures would not
be anticipated.

Earthquakes

As described in chapter 3, the seismic hazard is relatively low (“moderate to low” to “low”) for the region
that encompasses all action alternatives. Because proposed Project activities would have no means of
influencing seismicity, the frequency and magnitude of earthquakes would not be directly or indirectly
impacted from construction of any action alternative.

Landslides

Areas with slopes greater than 25 percent were identified in chapter 3 as having the potential for
landslides or mass wasting events. The proposed Project would be designed to avoid steep slopes where
possible, and a preconstruction geotechnical study would identify areas that need engineered solutions to
mitigate for the potential for mass wasting events. Therefore, the potential for landslides would not likely
be changed by construction and direct or indirect effects to the potential for landslides would not be
anticipated.
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Karst and Cave Areas

The mapped karst and cave areas are places that “may have the potential” to contain underground
fissures, tubes, and caves. If present, individual caves and voids would be identified during
preconstruction geotechnical studies, and would be avoided if it is determined that there is a danger to
humans, the environment, or proposed Project infrastructure. Because they would be avoided, no direct or
indirect impacts would be anticipated from karst and cave areas during construction of any action
alternative.

Mining Districts

Direct impacts to mining districts during construction would be immediate preclusion of access to
underground resources within the ROW as the proposed Project is constructed. However, this impact
would only have consequences in areas within active mining districts where active mines are located. It
should be noted that mining districts are not mines; they are large areas within which mining occurs and
within which specific mines are located. Because the final route would be sited such that impacts to active
mining operations are avoided, construction would cause no direct impacts to operating mines and mining
districts. Because construction would be limited to the ROW, construction-related indirect impacts would
not be anticipated. Continued preclusion of access to these resources by virtue of the existence of the
proposed Project is described below in the “Operation and Maintenance” section.

However, transmission lines typically have little impact to mining operations. Span lengths are such that
access to minerals can be accomplished between spans. Should open pit mining be planned, structures can
be left on “islands,” or the mining interests can have the transmission line locally re-routed. Transmission
line structures are routinely moved to accommodate surface mining (personal communication, Mark
Wieringa, 2013).

Geothermal Resources

No geothermal leases have ever been established on or near the analysis area, and there has never been
any commercial production anywhere in or near the analysis area. The moderate temperatures and limited
geographic area likely preclude the potential for generating electricity, leaving only direct-use
applications, like heating greenhouses. The potential for geothermal development in this area is “low to
very low.” No commercially viable geothermal resources are located on the Arizona portion of the
analysis area. For these reasons, no direct or indirect impacts to geothermal resources would be
anticipated from construction of any action alternative.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Operation and maintenance of the proposed Project, as it relates to impacts to geological and mineral
resources, would primarily consist of the presence of transmission towers, transmission lines, and
maintenance roads and how they preclude access to underground resources in the immediate vicinity.
Potential impacts from operation include:

» continued preclusion of access to mineral and petroleum resources (direct); and

» damage to the proposed Project from preexisting or exacerbated geological hazards such as mass
wasting events, hazards due to slope instability, or the effects of earthquakes or land subsidence
(direct).
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Land Subsidence

Most cases of land subsidence in the Southwest are caused by excessive groundwater pumping. This type
of subsidence occurs very slowly over decades and affects broad areas; as such, structures sink uniformly
with the ground and are not damaged. Because the severity of subsidence increases from the edges to the
center like a bowl, certain infrastructure like canals and sewers, which rely on slope, can be damaged or
rendered inoperable (AZGS 1993). Transmission lines, however, are not slope-dependent and would not
be affected in such a way. Therefore, no direct or indirect effects on the proposed Project would be
anticipated from land subsidence.

Earth Fissures

Whereas isolated poles and towers have very narrow bases of support and may lean or fall in the case of a
new fissure forming, poles that hold utility lines such as electric transmission lines may be prevented
from falling or leaning by the support of adjacent poles and taut lines (AZGS 1993). Although the exact
location of a future fissure cannot be predicted, areas where fissures are likely to form have been
identified. These areas would be avoided where feasible, and appropriately engineered foundations would
be designed to mitigate for this potential hazard.

Earthquakes

As described in chapter 3, the seismic hazard is relatively low (*moderate to low” to “low”) for the region
that encompasses all action alternatives. No direct or indirect impacts would be anticipated from
earthquakes during operation and maintenance of any action alternative.

Landslides

Neither operation nor maintenance of the proposed Project would involve blasting, road-cutting, ground
disturbance, or other activities that could exacerbate the potential for landslides and mass wasting.
Therefore, operation and maintenance of the proposed Project would not be expected to have any direct or
indirect effects on the potential for landslides.

Karst and Cave Areas

As discussed above, caves and voids would be identified during preconstruction geotechnical studies and
would be avoided if it is determined that there is a danger to humans, the environment, or proposed
Project infrastructure. Because they would be avoided, no direct or indirect impacts from karst and cave
areas would be anticipated from operation and maintenance of any action alternative.

Mining Districts

During operation and maintenance of the proposed Project, underground resources would be physically
precluded from access in the vicinity of the towers. Blasting would be restricted in the vicinity of the
towers and anywhere within the ROW. The final route would be located such that impacts to active
mining operations are avoided. Therefore, operation and maintenance of the proposed Project would not
directly impact active mines or mining districts, but could have potential long-term indirect impacts by
precluding access to underground resources within the ROW for future mining.

However, transmission lines typically have little impact to mining operations. Span lengths are such that
access to minerals can be accomplished between spans. Should open pit mining be planned, structures can
be left on “islands,” or the mining interests can have the transmission line locally re-routed. Transmission
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line structures are routinely moved to accommodate surface mining (personal communication, Mark
Wieringa, 2013).

Geothermal Resources

No geothermal leases have ever been established on or near the analysis area, and there has never been
any commercial production anywhere in or near the analysis area. The moderate temperatures and limited
geographic area likely preclude the potential for generating electricity, leaving only direct-use
applications, like heating greenhouses. The potential for geothermal development in this area is “low to
very low.” No commercially viable geothermal resources are located on the Arizona portion of the
analysis area. For these reasons, no direct or indirect impacts to geothermal resources would be
anticipated during operation and maintenance of any action alternative.

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS COMMON TO ALL ACTION ALTERNATIVES

Because the only potential impacts identified above are indirect impacts to mining districts during
operation and maintenance, this topic will be discussed further below. Because the boundaries of mining
districts are somewhat arbitrary and are not exact, the acreages and calculations described below are not
intended to be interpreted as precise data. The other topics described above are not further discussed in
this chapter. It should be kept in mind that as discussed above, transmission lines typically have little
impact to mining operations.

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

Several mining districts would be crossed by the various alternatives of route group 1, and table 4.4-1
below details the acres of overlap between the mining districts and the ROWSs of the various alternatives.
For each alternative, the types of impacts would be as described in the “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives” section above, with only the amounts of impact (acres of overlap) varying between the
alternatives.

Of the mining districts crossed by the alternatives in this route group, only the Aden district is known to
be active (McLemore 1998; McLemore et al. 1996; McLemore et al. 2005). Table 4.4-1 describes the
acres of each mining district crossed by segment within each alternative, and table 4.4-2 describes the
acres of overlap by mining district within each alternative.

Table 4.4-1. Route Group 1 Geology Resource Inventory Data by Segment

Percentage of

Seament Total Mining Districts Districts Production Years  Size of Mining Mining District
9 Miles Crossed (acres) Crossed (active or inactive) District (acres) g
Affected
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P1 51 125 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.02%
(active)
P2 102.0 590 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.10%
(active)
P3 311 - - - - -
P4a 8.7 - - - - -
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Table 4.4-1. Route Group 1 Geology Resource Inventory Data by Segment (Continued)

Percentage of

Total Mining Districts Districts Production Years  Size of Mining g O
Segment Miles Crossed (acres) Crossed (active or inactive) District (acres) Mining District
Affected
Subroute 1.2,
Proponent
Alternative
S1 134 325 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.06%
(active)
S2 111 204; Aden; Potrillo 1950s to present 514,300; 0.040%;
63 Mountains (active); 16,822 0.40%
Unknown (inactive)
S3 12.9 121 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.02%
(active)
S4 10.6 75 Camel Mountain— None (inactive) 13,967 0.50%
Eagle Nest
S5 29.7 - - - - -
S6 7.4 120 Carrizalillo Hills Late 1800s, 1930— 41,438 0.30%
1956 (inactive)
S7 41.5 4 Carrizalillo Hills Late 1800s, 1930— 41,438 0.01%
1956 (inactive)
S8 14.6 - - - - -
Route Group 1
Local
Alternatives
DN1 42.5 142 Fluorite Ridge 1909-1954 (inactive) 26,755 0.50%
A 175 265 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.05%
(active)
B 12.2 54 Camel Mountain— None (inactive) 13,967 0.40%
Eagle Nest
C 9.0 108 Carrizalillo Hills Late 1800s, 1930— 41,438 0.30%
1956 (inactive)
D 22.8 58 Lordsburg Mesa 1885-1978, 1990— 34,579 0.20%
1999 (inactive)
Representative
Staging Areas
1 NA 20 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.004%
(active)
S1 NA 20 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.004%
(active)
S2 NA 20 Aden 1950s to present 514,300 0.004%
(active)
S5 NA 20 Carrizalillo Hills Late 1800s, 1930— 41,438 0.05%

1956 (inactive)

Note: NA = not applicable (size of each staging area is approximately 20 acres, entirely within mining district)
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Table 4.4-2. Route Group 1 Geology Resource Inventory Data by Mining District

Mining Districts Crossed Production Years Acres of Overlap  Size of Mining Percentage of Mining
9 (active or inactive) with ROW District (acres) District Affected
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent Preferred
Aden 1950s to present (active) 715 514,300 0.14%
Subroute 1.2,
Proponent Alternative
Aden 1950s to present (active) 650 514,300 0.12%
Potrillo Mountains Unknown (inactive) 63 16,822 0.37%
Camel Mountain—Eagle Nest None (inactive) 75 13,967 0.54%
Carrizalillo Hills Late 1800s, 1930-1956 124 41,438 0.30%
(inactive)
Route Group 1
Local Alternatives
Fluorite Ridge (DN1) 1909-1954 (inactive) 142 26,755 0.53%
Aden (A) 1950s to present (active) 265 514,300 0.05%
Camel Mountain—Eagle Nest (B) None (inactive) 54 13,967 0.39%
Carrizalillo Hills (C) Late 1800s, 1930-1956 108 41,438 0.26%
(inactive)
Lordsburg Mesa (D) 1885-1978, 1990-1999 58 16,333 0.36%
(inactive)

Sources: McLemore (1998); McLemore et al. (1996); McLemore et al. (2005).

SUBROUTE 1.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

This alternative would only cross through one mining district, the Aden district. This is an active mining
district. A total of 715 acres of the district would be precluded from access for future mining—a long-
term indirect impact. Although this represents 20 percent of the total ROW for this alternative, it
represents only 0.14 percent of the Aden district. No active mines would be crossed.

SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

This alternative would cross through 912 acres of mining districts, 650 acres of which are within the
active Aden district. The remainder would be within inactive districts. A total of 912 acres would be
precluded from access for future mining—a long-term indirect impact. Although this represents 27
percent of the total ROW for this alternative, it represents only 0.16 percent of the 586,527 combined
acres of the districts (0.12 percent of the Aden district, 0.37 percent of the Potrillo mountain district, 0.54
percent of the Camel Mountain—Eagle Nest district, and 0.30 percent of the Carrizalillo Hills district).

No active mines would be crossed.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are five local alternatives available for route group 1. These local alternatives include DN1, A, B,
C, and D. Impacts to mining districts crossed by these alternatives would be long-term indirect impacts
from preclusion from access for future mining.

Local alternative DN1 would impact 0.53 percent of the Fluorite Ridge mining district. Local alternative
A would impact 0.05 percent of the Aden mining district; B would impact 0.39 percent of the Camel
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Mountain—Eagle Nest mining district, C would impact 0.26 percent of the Carrizalillo Hills mining
district, and D would impact 0.36 percent of the Lordsburg Mesa mining district. The Aden district is the
only active mining district among those impacted by the local alternatives. No active mines would be
crossed.

REPRESENTATIVE STAGING AREAS

Representative staging areas 1, S1, and S2 would each overlap 20 acres (0.004 percent) of the active Aden
mining district. Staging area S5 would overlap 20 acres (0.05 percent) of the Carrizalillo Hills district.
No active mines would be located within the proposed footprint of any staging areas.

Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation

Several mining districts are crossed by the various alternatives of route group 2. Table 4.4-3 details the
acres of overlap between the mining districts and the ROWSs of the various alternatives. For each
alternative, the types of impacts would be as described in the “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives” section above, with only the amount of impact (acres of overlap) varying between the
alternatives.

Of the districts crossed by the alternatives in this route group, only the Bowie mining district is known to
be active (McLemore 1998; McLemore et al. 1996; McLemore et al. 2005). Table 4.4-3 describes the
acres of each mining district that would be crossed by segment within each alternative and the acres of
overlap by mining district within each alternative.

Table 4.4-3. Route Group 2 Geology Resource Inventory Data by Segment

Percentage of

Segment T(_)tal Mining Districts  Districts Pro_ductio_n Yegrs S_ize_of Mining Mining District
Miles Crossed (acres) Crossed (active or inactive) District (acres) Affected
Subroute 2.1,
Proponent Preferred
P4b 14.0 35 Lordsburg None (inactive) 34,579 0.10%
Mesa
P4c 1.9 — — — - -
P5a 9.6 - - - - -
P5b 211 77 Kimball 1875-1953 (inactive) 11,078 0.70%
P6a 0.9 — — — - -
P6b 22.5 - - - - -
P6c 2.8 - - - - -
P7 22.3 — — — - -
P8 0.5 - - - - -
Subroute 2.2,
Proponent Alternative
E 31.8 74 Kimball 1875-1953 (inactive) 11,078 0.67%
F 25.3 - - - - -
Ga 25.7 — — — - -
Gb 1.0 - - - - -
Ge 7.4 - - - - -
| 2.3 — — — - -
J 2.3 - - - - -
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Table 4.4-3. Route Group 2 Geology Resource Inventory Data by Segment (Continued)

Total Mining Districts  Districts  Production Years Size of Mining Percentage of

Segment Miles Crossed (acres) Crossed (active or inactive) District (acres) Mining District
Affected
Route Group 2
Local Alternatives
LD1 35.4 13 Kimball 1875-1953 (inactive) 11,078 0.12%
LD2 9.6 - - — - -
LD3a 27.9 124 Lordsburg None (inactive) 34,579 0.36%
Mesa
LD3b 1.9 - - — - -
LD4 51.7 121 Bowie 1960s to present 4,000 3.03%
(estimated)
LD4-Option 4 6.5 - - - - -
LD4-Option 5 12.3 - - - - -
WC1 14.8 - - — - -
Representative
Staging Areas
LD3 NA 18 Lordsburg None (inactive) 34,579 0.05%
Mesa
7 — — — — — —
9 — — — — — —
E — — — — — —
Ga - - - - - -
Gb - - - - - -
LD1b - - - - - -

Southline Apache - - - - - —
Substation Expansion

SWTC Apache - - - - - -
Substation Expansion

wc1 - - - - - -

Note: NA = not applicable.

SUBROUTE 2.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

This alternative would cross through 112 acres of mining districts, none of which are within active
districts. A total of 112 acres would be precluded from access for future mining—a long-term indirect
impact. Although this would represent 4.8 percent of the total ROW for this alternative, it would represent
only 0.25 percent of the 45,657 combined acres of the districts crossed (0.10 percent of the Lordsburg
Mesa district and 0.70 percent of the Kimball district). No active mines would be crossed.

SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

This alternative crosses through 74 acres of the Kimball mining district, an inactive district. A total of
74 acres would be precluded from access for future mining—a long-term indirect impact. Although this
would represent 3.2 percent of the total ROW for this alternative, it would represent only 0.67 percent of
the 11,078 total acres of the district. No active mines would be crossed.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are eight local alternatives available for route group 2, three of which (LD1, LD3a, and LD4)
would cross through mining districts. Local alternative LD1 would cross through 13 acres (0.12 percent)
of the inactive Kimball district, and local alternative LD3a would cross through 124 acres (0.36 percent)
of the Lordsburg Mesa district. Local alternative LD4 would cross through approximately 121 acres
(3.03%) of the Bowie Mining District. No active mines would be crossed.

REPRESENTATIVE STAGING AREAS

Representative staging area LD3 would cross through 18 acres (0.05 percent) of the inactive Lordsburg
Mesa district. No other proposed staging areas would cross mining districts, and no active mines would
be crossed. It is unknown if any of the proposed staging areas overlap with the Bowie Mining District.

Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

Because the Upgrade Section would run primarily through broad alluvial basins, there are very few
mineral resources in the vicinity of route group 3. No metal or nonmetallic mineral resources were
specifically identified within the Upgrade Section. No known mines, active or inactive, would be crossed
by the Upgrade Section. Therefore, the proposed Project would not have direct or indirect effects on
mining in this route group.

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation

Because the Upgrade Section runs primarily through broad alluvial basins, there are very few mineral
resources in the vicinity of route group 4. No metal or nonmetallic mineral resources were specifically
identified within the Upgrade Section. No known mines, active or inactive, would be crossed by the
Upgrade Section. Therefore, the proposed Project would not have direct or indirect effects on mining in
this route group.

AGENCY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

Because the Agency Preferred Alternative maximizes use of existing and proposed linear ROW by
paralleling existing and proposed infrastructure and transmission lines, the impacts and acreage of mining
districts crossed would be similar for all action alternatives, including the Agency Preferred Alternative.
No known mines, active or inactive, would be crossed by the Agency Preferred Alternative. Impacts
would be similar as described under Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives. However, transmission
lines typically have little impact to mining operations. Span lengths are such that access to minerals can
be accomplished between spans. Should open pit mining be planned, structures can be left on “islands,’
or the mining interests can have the transmission line locally re-routed. Transmission line structures are
routinely moved to accommodate surface mining (personal communication, Mark Wieringa, 2013).

The Agency Preferred Alternative would cross approximately 960 acres (combined) of the active Aden
Mining District (715 acres), the inactive Lordsburg Mesa Mining District (124 acres), and the active
Bowie mining district (121 acres). This represents approximately 0.17 percent of the mining districts
crossed.

Additional Mitigation Measures

In addition to the proponent-committed environmental protection measures and BMPs previously
described elsewhere, the following measures would be implemented to further reduce or eliminate the
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effects of the proposed Project. Southline would prepare a geotechnical engineering study prior to the
final Project design to identify site-specific geological conditions and potential geological hazards.

The data collected from the study would be used to guide sound design and engineering and mitigate
potential geological hazards. By means of this DEIS, Southline would attempt to identify any areas within
the ROW where mineral rights, mining claims, and petroleum resources are located. Southline would
attempt to design the proposed Project such that access to underground resources in those areas is not
precluded by the ROW.

Residual Impacts

It is anticipated that the mitigation described above would eliminate or reduce impacts to geology and
mineral resources. However, as previously discussed, transmission lines typically have little impact to
mining operations. Access to minerals can be accomplished between spans, or structures can be left on
‘islands,” or the mining interests can have the transmission line locally re-routed. In this case,
transmission lines would not produce obvious changes in the baseline condition of the resource; there
would be no residual impacts. The area of this impact would vary with each alternative, subalternative,
and combination of segments. If the area under the ROW was never intended to be mined even if the
proposed Project did not exist, then there would be no residual impacts.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

Because transmission lines typically have little impact to mining operations, access to minerals can be
accomplished between spans, and structures can be left on “islands’ or the mining interests can have the
transmission line locally re-routed, there would be no unavoidable adverse impacts to geological and
mineral resources.

Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

Transmission lines may need to be locally re-routed to accommodate surface mining. However, this is
only considered an adverse impact (1) in areas defined as mining districts, (2) only in specific locations
within mining districts that are active or would have become active. Because only one of the several
mining districts crossed by the proposed Project is active, because the proposed Project covers only a
fraction of a percent of that mining district, and because that fraction of a percent is not currently being
mined, the short-term loss of productivity would be minor if and when mining begins in those areas.
There would be no long-term loss of productivity.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

Because underground resources would not be affected by the proposed Project and because the proposed
Project could be decommissioned and removed, no proposed Project impacts to mineral or geological
resources would be considered to be irreversible.

Because transmission lines typically have little impact to mining operations, no proposed Project impacts
to mineral or geological resources would be considered to be irretrievable.
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4.5 SOIL RESOURCES

45.1 Introduction

This section describes the impacts to soil resources in association with the construction, operation, and
maintenance of the transmission line, substations, and ancillary facilities. Impacts to soil resources are
discussed in terms of acreage impacted and percent of disturbance. The impacts described in this section
are based on the resource data presented in Section 3.5, “Soil Resources,” in chapter 3.

45.2 Methodology and Assumptions

Soils data used in this analysis were obtained from soil survey data from the NRCS Soil Survey
Geographic (SSURGO) database, which contains more than 158 different soil data variables or attributes.
This database provides geo-referenced data on the distribution of soil mapping units and corresponding
data on soil properties and related attributes. A GIS data layer was developed, with soil mapping units and
associated attributes overlain on the proposed analysis area. It should be noted that NRCS attribute data
coverage did not encompass the entire analysis area for the Project and alternatives, and the analyses
presented here are based on existing data within the NRCS databases. No alternate sources of soils data
outside the NRCS databases were identified.

The selection of the most appropriate soil attributes to consider in the soil resources analysis was
coordinated with BLM staff (CH2M Hill 2013d). Soil data variables from this list for which data were
available were downloaded for the mapping units within the proposed Project footprint so that they could
be summarized on an area (total acreage) basis. Of particular concern for soil resources were the potential
hazards related to soil erosion by water and wind, potential losses to soil productivity, and loss of
important farmlands.

The data were sorted by Project segment and the total acreages were calculated corresponding to different
classes. Where attributes were given as numerical values or indices, ranges of data were classified as
“severe,” “moderate,” or “slight,” as described below.

Use of these data assumes mapped soil conditions are representative of actual conditions in the field.
As with any mapped data, there is a certain amount of uncertainty related to the accuracy and scale of
mapping; therefore, the actual soil conditions could vary substantially from those described at any
particular location. The data used represent the best available information for evaluating soil resources.
The inherent limitations of soil survey data are resolved with site-specific soil investigations within the
actual Project footprint that are part of the permitting and construction design process.

Soil Erosion

In order to determine impacts to soil resources from wind erosion the following variable was analyzed:
*  Wind Erodibility Group (WEG).
The WEG index groups soils that have similar properties affecting their resistance to wind erosion.

The total acreage for WEG included highly susceptible (1 and 2) and the moderately susceptible (3, 4,
and 4L) classes.
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Soil Productivity

Another key variable assessed when determining whether the proposed Project would have impacts to the
soil resources is looking at the potential loss of soil productivity. In order to do this, the following
variables were analyzed:

» T factor -“Sustainable” soil loss factor in tons
» Rangeland Productivity - Normal Year (RngProdNY); and
» Rangeland Productivity - Favorable Year (RngProdFY).

The T factor attribute is an estimate of the annual amount of soil loss from water and wind (expressed in
tons) that can be sustained without long-term loss of soil productivity. The total acreage for T factor
included very severe (0 and 1 tons of soil loss), severe (2 and 3 tons of soil loss), and moderate (4 tons of
soil loss) classes.

The rangeland productivity attributes estimate the amount of natural vegetation that would be produced
annually per acre (expressed in pounds, dry weight). The total acreage for RngProdNY was divided into
classes according to the following ranges: very highly productive (>2,000 pounds (Ib)/acre), highly
productive (>1,000 to 2,000 Ib/acre), and moderately productive (500 to 1,000 Ib/acre) classes. The total
acreage for RngProdFY was divided into the following classes: very highly productive (>4,000 Ib/acre),
highly productive (>2,000 to 4,000 Ib/acre), and moderately productive (1,000 to 2,000 Ib/acre). The
moderate to very high productivity classes were used, as these rangelands are of most importance to
domesticated and native wildlife.

Corrosion of Steel and Concrete

Another key variable assessed when determining the longevity of the proposed Project would be looking
at the potential of the soil to corrode steel and concrete. In order to do this, the following variables were
analyzed

» Corrosion of Steel and Concrete

The Corrosion of steel and concrete can be a concern during the construction and maintenance phase of
the Project. Only soils with a high probability of causing corrosion were used in this analysis.

Biological Soil Crusts

The current conditions and spatial extent of the biological soils crusts are not known, since no formal
inventory or monitoring system is currently in place. However, all soils within the Project footprint have
the ability to support soil biotic crust, and therefore biotic crusts could occur within the Project footprint.
The impacts that may occur as a result of this Project will be assessed qualitatively because of the lack of
guantitative data available. In order to quantify the impacts to these crusts they will need to be inventoried
as part of the biological surveys conducted for the FEIS before construction begins.

Farmlands

The impacts to farmlands found within the analysis area are discussed in detail in the section on land use
(section 4.11) and therefore will not be included in this section for analysis.
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Other Soil Data

Other soil attribute data that were considered but not used in the resource evaluation (due to inherent
difficulties with evaluation or inadequate spatial coverage) included attributes that could be used to assess
potential difficulties for restoration of affected areas, such as Erosion Hazard off-road, off-trail; Topsoil
Source; Potential for Seedling Mortality; and Depth to a Selected Soil Restrictive Layer. Attributes used
to assess flooding or ponding frequency included Flooding Frequency Class and Ponding Frequency
Class. Attributes used to assess potentially occurring important ecological habitats included Ecological
Site ID and Ecological Site Name. These attributes are summarized for the proposed Project and
alternatives and can be found in “Resource Report 12: Soil Resources” (CH2M Hill 2013d).

Analysis Area

The analysis area for the purpose of evaluating impacts to soil resources is the corridor of the ROW, plus
the footprints of substations and construction laydown areas located outside the ROW. The ROW for the
New Build Section is 200 feet wide, and the ROW for the Upgrade Section is 150 feet wide. This analysis
area is sufficient to identify soil resources that could be directly impacted by ground disturbance during
construction and during operation and maintenance of the line. The New Build and Upgrade Sections and
route groups within those will be addressed separately for impact analysis. The New Build Section
includes route group 1: Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation, and route group 2: Hidalgo Substation to
Apache Substation. The Upgrade Section includes route group 3: Apache Substation to Pantano
Substation, and route group 4: Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation.

Analysis Assumptions

The Southline proponent proposed measures (PPMs) under section 8.3.12 of the POD (Southline 2012)
provides plans to minimize, mitigate, and/or restore soils resources. These BMPs would reduce the
impacts as follows:

PPM SOIL-1: Topsoil Segregation. As appropriate and feasible, Southline would implement topsoil
segregation and conservation practices at substation sites and as directed by the BLM and Western.
See PPM VEG-2: Reclamation, Restoration, and Revegetation Plan.

Additionally, as described in chapter 2, a SWPPP, Soil Management Plan, as well as the Erosion, Dust
Control and Air Quality Plan would define procedures for managing soils, erosion, and sediment control
to minimize impacts to soils, air quality, and water quality.

In construction areas (i.e., temporary use areas, structure sites, etc.) where grading is required, surface
restoration would be implemented as required by the landowner or BLM authorized officer. The method
of restoration would normally consist of returning disturbed areas back to their normal contour, reseeding
(where required), installing cross drains for erosion control, placing water bars in the road, and filling
ditches.

Impact Indicators

The following impact indicators were considered when analyzing potential impacts to the soil resources:
loss of topsoil due to construction, operation, and maintenance activities (i.e., removal or mixing of
topsoil);

» soil compaction from vehicular traffic;

» soil erosion due to water and wind; and
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+ changes in soil productivity that could result from topsoil disturbance after construction and
reclamation:

o disturbance of sensitive soils (soils which may be difficult to reclaim); and
o disturbance of biotic soil crusts due to surface disturbance due to Project activities.

Significant Impacts

For the purposes of this analysis, a significant impact on soil resources would result if any of the
following were to occur from construction, operation, or maintenance of the proposed Project:

» Any disturbance to the land surface which exposes the soil surface that was once covered with
vegetation and results in accelerated erosion resulting in rill and gulley formation will be a
significant impact.

» Any activity such as compaction or mixing of soils which would result in long-term loss of
productivity or significantly alters current use or vegetative growth during restoration would be
considered a significant impact.

» Loss of soils that uniquely support threatened or endangered plant species, or contamination of
soils that support an existing sensitive ecosystem.

4.5.3 Impacts Analysis Results

No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, there would no direct or indirect impacts to soil resources in the New
Build Section, because the transmission line would not be built or upgraded. For the Upgrade Section,
even under the no action alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines between the Apache
and Saguaro substations within the next 10 years, in accordance with Western’s 10-year capital
improvement plan (Western 2012a).

Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives

CONSTRUCTION

Direct impacts to soil resources as a result of construction activities include the loss of soil productivity
due to the removal of soils during construction of access roads, and at structure and substation sites.
Limited clearing of vegetation and topsoil, as well as grading, would be required and these activities
could result in newly exposed, disturbed soils that could be subject to accelerated erosion by wind and
water. Any soil removal associated with development of structure foundations and at substation sites
would be permanent. One of the primary impacts of concerns for construction is disturbance to soil
biological crusts. It is expected that all soils within the Project footprint have the ability to support soil
biotic crust; therefore, it is expected that disturbance caused by excavation and compaction during
construction may directly affect biological soil crusts. Clearing of the substation site and access roads
could also adversely affect any soil biological crusts in the immediate vicinity. During construction the
use of roads already found within the analysis area is expected to improve the soil resources within the
Project footprint. Old roads which are not maintained are more susceptible to erosion by wind and water;
therefore, any improvements to these roads would be a benefit to the soil resources.

Another important concern for construction impacts would be loss of soil productivity resulting in areas
where soils are covered by support structures or other facilities where otherwise not available for
production.
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Indirect impacts associated with soil removal may include invasive plant colonization, soil erosion, and
reduction of soil water retention. Construction may also cause disturbance to fragile biological crusts,
which could increase wind and water erosion and delay reestablishment of plant communities post
construction. Other indirect effects are associated with the sediment redistribution of the soil resource as a
result of wind and water erosion, which could cause damages to WUS, prime farmlands, and air quality.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Impacts to soil resources as a result of operation and maintenance activities are expected to be minimal.
Access roads will be maintained during operation and Project maintenance, which will result in less
erosion occurring from wind and water than would be if these roads remained in their current state.
Minimal soil resource management would be needed during transmission line operation and most
inspection activities would be carried out aerially. On-the-ground inspection would cause minimal
damage to existing soil resources if vehicle use is confined to existing roadways. No indirect effects are
expected during the operation and maintenance activities.

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

SUBROUTE 1.1 —- PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 1.1 representative ROW comprises 3,567.5 acres. Within this proposed route the total temporary
disturbance would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance

would result in 6.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of the direct impact to the soil resources can be
found in table 4.5-1 below.

SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Construction

Subroute 1.2 representative ROW comprises 3,424.1 acres. Within this proposed route the total temporary
disturbance would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance

would result in 5.8 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be
found in table 4.5-1.

Table 4.5-1. Route Group 1 Soil Resources Inventory Data

Wind Erosion Productivity

Total T factor WEG RngProdNY  RngProdFY Corrosion of Corrosion of
Segment Uncoated Steel Concrete

Acreage (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres)

(acres) (acres)

Subroute 1.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P1 125.1 83 125 0 79 125 0
P2 2,472.0 884 1,946 701 2,311 2469 0
P3 753.3 551 736 270 734 734 0
P4a 217.1 6 72 66 217 217 0
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Table 4.5-1. Route Group 1 Soil Resources Inventory Data (Continued)

Wind Erosion

Productivity

Corrosion of

Corrosion of

Segment ;(étr?—:-lage I;gfég)r (;/ZIrE;) Rn(%lz:gg)NY Rn(gzrrgg)FY Uncoated Steel Concrete
(acres) (acres)

Subroute 1.2,

Proponent

Alternative

S1 325.3 325 325 0 20 325 0

S2 267.7 241 230 23 253 253 0

S3 314.0 306 314 0 314 314 0

S4 255.2 120 210 85 178 211 0

S5 720.1 441 489 92 652 713 0

S6 182.1 43 7 45 153 153 0

S7 1,007.0 505 542 298 839 1,007 0

S8 352.8 0 191 139 353 352 0

Route Group 1

Local

Alternatives

DN1 1,030.5 279 648 191 975 1012 0

A 422.9 283 283 0 393 422 0

B 291.5 20 269 49 191 191 0

C 215.7 34 0 48 206 215 0

D 551.1 109 197 80 551 551 0

Source: NRCS SSURGO Database intersected with representative ROW. Total acreages include moderate to very severe (or very susceptible) for
erosion hazards; moderate to very high productivity; and all important farmlands.

Tfactor = ‘Sustainable’ soil loss factor in tons. Acreage total includes moderate (4 tons); severe (2 and 3 tons); and very severe (0 and 1 tons).
WEG = Wind Erodibility Group. Acreage total includes moderately susceptible (WEGs 3, 4, and 4L) and (highly susceptible (WEGs 1 and 2).

RngProdNY = Rangeland Productivity - Normal Year. Acreage total includes moderate (500-1,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (1,000-2,000 Ib/acre);
and very high (>2,000 Ib/acre).

RngProdFY = Rangeland Productivity - Favorable Year. Acreage total includes moderate (1,000—-2,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (2,000-4,000
Ib/acre); and very high (>4,000 Ib/acre).

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There are five local alternatives available for route group 1: DN1, A, B, C, and D.
Construction

Local alternative A is a short loop at the southeast end of the Project that would provide an alternative
connection between segments S1 and S3. The route comprises 422.9 acres. Total temporary disturbance
from construction would result in 23.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent
disturbance would result in 4.2 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in table 4.5-1.

Local alternative B is a loop on the south edge of the Project that would provide an alternative connection
between segments S3 and S5, going along the north side of segment S4. Total temporary disturbance
from construction would result in 23.4 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent
disturbance would result in 2.5 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in table 4.5-1.
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Local alternative C is another short loop on the south edge of the Project that would provide an alternative
connection between segments S5 and S7. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in
23.3 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in 2.8 percent
being disturbed The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-1.

Local alternative D provides an alternative connection from the Alternative Southern Route at segment S7
to the New Build Section at segment P5. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in
23.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in 5.1 percent
being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-1.

Local alternative DN1 provides an alternate route just north and parallel to segment P2. Total temporary
disturbance from construction would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total
permanent disturbance would result in 9.0 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the
soil resources can be found in table 4.5-1.

Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation

SUBROUTE 2.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 2.1 representative ROW comprises 2,309.8 acres. Within this proposed route the total temporary
disturbance would result in 23.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance

would result in 6.2 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be
found below in table 4.5-2.

Table 4.5-2. Route Group 2 Soil Resource Inventory Data

Wind Erosion Productivity
s Total T factor WEG RngProdNY RngProd Corrosion of - Corrosion
egment Acreage (acres) (acres) (acres) FY (acres) Uncoated — of Concrete
9 Steel (acres) (acres)

Subroute 2.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P4b 335.8 114 297 111 336 335 0
P4c 44.9 17 25 11 45 44 0
P5a 2335 41 107 162 234 231 0
P5b 510.9 285 212 252 332 473 145
P6a 21.3 0 21 0 21 21 0
P6b 545.1 293 290 339 380 413 0
P6c 68.3 68 45 68 68 60 0
P7 540.8 244 309 469 469 486 244
P8 9.0 0 8 9 9 9 0
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Table 4.5-2. Route Group 2 Soil Resource Inventory Data (Continued)

Wind Erosion

Productivity

SgmentJoud | Tlecor eS| Rgbrod\ fnaProd | “Uncoared o Conerete
Steel (acres) (acres)

Subroute 2.2,
Proponent
Alternative
E 766.6 263 349 481 660 754 127
F 611.1 401 378 490 526 457 68
Ga 622.4 328 268 531 531 465 0
Gb 25.9 0 0 26 26 25 0
Gc 179.6 12 103 180 180 179 0
| 55.4 51 5 37 37 22 0
J 55.6 55 21 43 43 34 0
Route Group 2
Local Alternatives
LD1 857.5 306 333 431 718 853 139
LD2 233.2 82 150 63 233 233 0
LD3a 677.5 78 467 275 677 677 0
LD3b 46.6 0 2 11 47 46 0
LD4 1,253 719 583 1,116 1,253 1,253 165
LD4-Option 4 156.1 155 31 141 141 48 0
LD4-Option 5 296.8 284 44 250 250 153 0
WC1 359.1 278 220 355 355 358 240

Source: NRCS SSURGO Database intersected with the representative ROW.

Total acreages include moderate to very severe (or very susceptible) for erosion hazards; moderate to very high productivity; and all important

farmlands.

T factor = ‘Sustainable’ soil loss factor in tons. Acreage total includes moderate (4 tons); severe (2 and 3 tons); and very severe (0 and 1 tons).
WEG = Wind Erodibility Group. Acreage total includes moderately susceptible (WEGs 3, 4, and 4L) and (highly susceptible (WEGs 1 and 2).
RngProdNY = Rangeland Productivity - Normal Year. Acreage total includes moderate (500-1,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (1,000-2,000 Ib/acre);

and very high (>2,000 Ib/acre).

RngProdFY = Rangeland Productivity - Favorable Year. Acreage total includes moderate (1,000—2,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (2,000-4,000
Ib/acre); and very high (>4,000 Ib/acre).

SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Construction

Subroute 2.2 representative ROW comprises 2,316.6 acres. Within this proposed route the total temporary
disturbance would result in 23.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance
would result in 6.3 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be

found in table 4.5-2.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are eight local alternatives available for route group 2: LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option
4, LD4-Option 5, and WC1.

Construction

The alternative LD1 total representative ROW comprises 857.5 acres. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance
would result in nearly 6.4 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can
be found in table 4.5-2. The alternative LD2 total representative ROW comprises 233.2 acres. Total
temporary disturbance from construction would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and
total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 8.6 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct
impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-2. The alternative LD3a total representative ROW
comprises 677.5 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in 23.1 percent of the
ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in 4.3 percent being disturbed.

The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found below in 4.5-2.

The alternative LD3b total representative ROW comprises 46.6 acres. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in nearly 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent
disturbance would result in nearly 1.3 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in 4.5-2.

The alternative LD4 total representative ROW comprises 1,253.1 acres. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance
would result in 9.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be
found in table 4.5-2. The alternative LD4-Option 4 total representative ROW comprises 156.1 acres. Total
temporary disturbance from construction would result in nearly 23.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed,
and total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 9.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of

direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-2. The alternative LD4-Option 5 total
representative ROW comprises 296.8 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result
in 23.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 7.5
percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-2.

The alternative WCL total representative ROW comprises 359.1 acres. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in 23.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance
would result in nearly 7.9 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can
be found in table 4.5-2.

Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

SUBROUTE 3.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 3.1 representative ROW comprises 1,278.6 acres. Within this proposed route the total temporary
disturbance would result in 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance

would result in nearly 5.4 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can
be found in table 4.5-3.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There is one local alternative for route group 3—local alternative H.

Construction

Local alternative H provides an alternative loop around the north side of Benson, Arizona, to connect
segment U1 with segment U3. This route comprises 350.2 acres. Within this proposed route the total
temporary disturbance would result in 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent

disturbance would result in 8.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in table 4.5-3.

Table 4.5-3. Route Group 3 Soil Resource Inventory Data

Wind Erosion Productivity
Corrosion of Corrosion of
Segment Total T factor WEG RngProdNY RngProdFY Uncoated Steel Concrete
Acreage (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres)
(acres) (acres)
Subroute 3.1,
Proponent
Preferred
Ula 291.91 129 148 279 283 152 0
Ulb 253.0 35 53 53 53 18 0
u2 287.0 101 267 247 255 189 63
U3a 646.7 516 77 430 475 632 0
Route Group 3
Local
Alternative
H 350.2 237 282 201 224 159 199

Source: NRCS SSURGO Database intersected with the representative ROW.

Total acreages include moderate to very severe (or very susceptible) for erosion hazards; moderate to very high productivity; and all important
farmlands.

T factor = ‘Sustainable’ soil loss factor in tons. Acreage total includes moderate (4 tons); severe (2 and 3 tons); and very severe (0 and 1 tons).
WEG = Wind Erodibility Group. Acreage total includes moderately susceptible (WEGs 3, 4, and 4L) and (highly susceptible (WEGs 1 and 2).

RngProdNY = Rangeland Productivity - Normal Year. Acreage total includes moderate (500-1,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (1,000-2,000 Ib/acre);
and very high (>2,000 Ib/acre).

RngProdFY = Rangeland Productivity - Favorable Year. Acreage total includes moderate (1-2,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (2,000-4,000 Ib/acre);
and very high (>4,000 Ib/acre).

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation
SUBROUTE 4.1 — PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 4.1 representative ROW comprises 874.8 acres. Within this proposed route the total temporary
disturbance would result in 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance
would result in 4.2 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be
found below in table 4.5-4.
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Table 4.5-4. Route Group 4 Soil Resource Inventory Data

Wind Erosion

Productivity

Corrosion Corrosion
Segment Total T factor WEG RngProdNY  RngProdFY | of Uncoated of Concrete
Acreage (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) Steel (acres)
(acres)
Subroute 4.1,
Proponent
Preferred
U3b 8.2 3 2 0 2 8 0
U3c 17.5 0 10 16 16 17 0
u3d 62.4 57 6 12 58 62 0
U3e 16.1 5 4 12 13 12 0
u3f 12.4 12 0 11 15 12 0
U3g 16.2 8 5 11 15 16 0
U3h 19.8 0 14 15 290 20 0
Usi 331.1 118 91 269 16 331 0
uU3j 15.9 0 7 16 221 16 0
U3k 303.6. 66 208 191 27 304 0
U3l 28.1 28 27 0 9 27 0
u3m 8.9 9 9 0 29 9 0
U4 347 14 7 0 28 35 0
Route Group 4
Local Alternatives
MA1 19.0 0 9 19 19 19 0
TH1la 25.7 11 0 15 28 25 0
TH1b 28.4 27 0 2 5 28 0
THlc 4.8 0 0 5 8 5 0
TH1-Option 1.0 7.7 0 0 25 8 0
TH3-Option A 15.1 1 7 8 15 15 0
TH3-Option B 14.5 0 3 14 24 14 0
TH3-Option C 29.3 0 9 24 20 29 0
TH3a 49.7 23 8 18 32 50 0
TH3b 81.4 0 69 32 16 81 0

Source: NRCS SSURGO Database intersected with the representative ROW.

Total acreages include moderate to very severe (or very susceptible) for erosion hazards; moderate to very high productivity; and all important

farmlands.

T factor = ‘Sustainable’ soil loss factor in tons. Acreage total includes moderate (4 tons); severe (2 and 3 tons); and very severe (0 and 1 tons).
WEG = Wind Erodibility Group. Acreage total includes moderately susceptible (WEGs 3, 4, and 4L) and (highly susceptible (WEGs 1 and 2).
RngProdNY = Rangeland Productivity - Normal Year. Acreage total includes moderate (500-1,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (1,000-2,000 Ib/acre);

and very high (>2,000 Ib/acre).

RngProdFY = Rangeland Productivity - Favorable Year. Acreage total includes moderate (1,000-2,000 Ib/acre [dry weight]); high (2,000-4,000

Ib/acre); and very high (>4,000 Ib/acre).
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are 10 local alternatives available for route group 4: MAL, TH1a, TH1b, TH1c, TH1-Option, TH3a,
TH3b, TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, and TH3-Option C.

Construction

The alternative TH1a total representative ROW comprises 25.7 acres. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance
would result in 1.2 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be
found in table 4.5-4. The alternative TH1b total representative ROW comprises 28.4 acres. Total
temporary disturbance from construction would result in 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and
total permanent disturbance would result in 2.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to
the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-4. The alternative TH1c total representative ROW comprises
4.8 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in 35.2 percent of the ROW being
disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in 3.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of
direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-4.

The alternative TH1-Option total representative ROW comprises 7.7 acres. Total temporary disturbance
from construction would result in nearly 42.8 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent
disturbance would result in nearly 0.1 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in table 4.5-4.

The alternative TH3-Option A total representative ROW comprises 15.1 acres. Total temporary
disturbance from construction would result in 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total
permanent disturbance would result in 5.8 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the
soil resources can be found in table 4.5-4. The alternative TH3-Option B total representative ROW
comprises 14.5 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in 28.8 percent of the
ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in 4.4 percent being disturbed.

The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-4. The alternative TH3-
Option C total representative ROW comprises 29.3 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction
would result in 31.4 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in
8.8 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table
4.5-4. The alternative TH3a total representative ROW comprises 49.7 acres. Total temporary disturbance
from construction would result in nearly 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent
disturbance would result in nearly 5.4 percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in table 4.5-4.

The alternative TH3b total representative ROW comprises 81.4 acres. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in nearly 28.2 percent of the ROW being disturbed, and total permanent
disturbance would result in nearly 4.0percent being disturbed. The acreages of direct impacts to the soil
resources can be found in table 4.5-4. The alternative MAL total representative ROW comprises 19.0
acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in nearly 29.4 percent of the ROW
being disturbed, and total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 1.6 percent being disturbed.
The acreages of direct impacts to the soil resources can be found in table 4.5-4.

Agency Preferred Alternative

Impacts to soils would generally be as described under “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives,”
as described above.
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In terms of highly erodible soils, local alternatives LD3a and LD4 and LD4-Option 5 around Lordsburg
Playa would cross 338 acres of highly erodible soils, compared to the Proponent Preferred route
(segments P4b, P4c, P5b, P6a, P6b, and P6c) which would cross 60 acres of highly erodible soils south of
the Lordsburg Playa. Around the Willcox Playa, the Agency Preferred Alternative (segment P7) would
cross approximately 41-acres of highly erodible soils and 270-acres of moderately erodible soils.

In comparison, segments Gb and Gc of the Proponent Alternative would not intersect any highly erodible
soils.

Additional Mitigation Measures

The SWPPP, Soil Management Plan, as well as the Erosion, Dust Control and Air Quality Plan would
define procedures for managing soils, erosion, and sediment control to minimize impacts to soils, air
quality, and water quality. Mitigation identified in these plans would likely include structural controls
(SWPPP), as well dust mitigation measures such as application of water or soil additives, control of
vehicle access, vehicle speed restrictions, or even work stoppage during extreme wind.

Residual Impacts

Mitigation efforts would likely alleviate most all environmental impacts to the soil resources as a result of
the Project. Maintenance activities aimed at mitigating soil erosion will be ongoing and therefore; impacts
will be negligible following the Project construction.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

Minor environmental impacts would occur that are necessary for the Project, and no mitigation measures
were deemed necessary or feasible. Such impacts include permanent or long-term impact effects, such as
the construction of substation enhancements, permanent access roads, and other permanent constructed

features that would permanently impact the soil resources. The installation of new transmission facilities
would result in the unavoidable loss of soil productivity where structures and other facilities are located.

Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

The productivity or function of soil resources would be affected by both short-term or temporary impacts,
and long-term or permanent impacts. Temporary impacts to soil resources would be present until
restoration is conducted. Following restoration, temporary impact effects would be alleviated to the soil
resources. Relative to temporary impacts, permanent loss of soil resources would be minimal in spatial
scale.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

Environmental impacts that have irreversible negative effects on soil resources are situations where
vegetation and topsoils are impacted and not restored. In most cases, restoration efforts would be made,
and irreversible impacts to the soil resources and associated vegetation would be minor, including
unavoidable adverse impacts and residual impacts discussed above. In limited areas, soil resources would
be significantly impacted, but such areas would be minimal and would focus on low-sensitivity soils.
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4.6 PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES

4.6.1 Introduction

Concerns regarding paleontological resources consist of the loss of scientifically important fossils or loss
of access to scientifically important fossils from the analysis area; however, encountering previously
unknown fossil localities during construction may contribute to scientific knowledge. Scientifically
important fossils are generally defined as vertebrate fossils, but may also include invertebrate fossils
(BLM 2008f; Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 1995). Assessing a project’s likelihood of encountering
important fossils is conducted by using the BLM’s PFY C system of predicting the sensitivity of a
geological unit. Impacts are primarily assessed based on disturbance to geological units with a PFYC of 3
(moderate or unknown potential), 4 (high potential), and 5 (very high potential). The impacts described in
this section are based on the analysis found in “Southline Transmission Project Resource Report 9:
Paleontology” (CH2M Hill 2013e). The contents of that report are used herein without specific reference.

4.6.2 Methodology and Assumptions

The analysis was conducted by calculating the acreage of each PFYC class within the representative
ROW by alternative. A paleontological sensitivity value was then assigned to segments or portions of
segments based on their potential to produce important fossils. Although all attempts are made to quantify
paleontological sensitivity in terms of acreage, sensitivity is a qualitative value.

Analysis Area

The analysis area for the New Build Section is 1 mile on either side of the centerline of all alternatives.
The analysis area for the Upgrade Section is a 500-foot corridor (200 feet on either side of centerline of
the existing 100-foot corridor).

Southline has developed a representative ROW to be used in this analysis for both the New Build and
Upgrade Sections. The following analysis will discuss resources found along the representative ROW.

Analysis Assumptions

The analysis was conducted under the following assumptions:

+ the literature review and BLM PFYC is sufficient to characterize the fossil-bearing potential
within the analysis area;

* Dbecause ground disturbance would result in the loss of or damage to paleontological resources if
present, all direct impacts are permanent and long term; and

» all access routes, substations, and temporary construction easements are within the analysis area.
Impact Indicators

Loss of or restriction of access to scientifically important fossils would be the primary negative direct
impact of the Project on paleontological resources. The primary positive direct impact of the Project
would be the discovery of important fossils that would otherwise be unavailable for study as an
inadvertent result of ground disturbing activities. The relative impacts were assessed by assigning
paleontological sensitivity values based on PFYC class and then comparing the acreage of land (both
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within the representative ROW and, as a subset, within the anticipated area of disturbance) falling within
each paleontological sensitivity value among the various Project segments and alternatives.

The paleontological sensitivity values are as follows:

« Very Low to Low Sensitivity—Geological units with a PFYC of 1 or 2. These areas are unlikely
to produce fossils or unlikely to produce important fossils.

» Moderate Sensitivity—Geological units with a PFYC of 3 (Moderate or Unknown). These areas
may produce important fossils, or it is unknown whether they may produce important fossils.

» High Sensitivity—Geological units with a PFYC of 4. These areas have a high likelihood of
producing important fossils.

Significant Impacts

For the purposes of this analysis, a significant impact on paleontological resources could result if any of
the following were to occur from construction or operation of the proposed Project:

« Ground disturbance in areas with moderate paleontological sensitivity (PFYC 3) if they contain
important fossils.

» Ground disturbance in areas with high paleontological sensitivity (PFYC 4) if they contain
important fossils.

+ Access restrictions to areas with moderate and high paleontological sensitivity.

4.6.3 Impacts Analysis Results

No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, the New Build Section would not be constructed from the Afton to
Apache substations. Even under the no action alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines
between the Apache and Saguaro substations within the next 10 years, in accordance with Western’s
10-year capital improvement plan (Western 2012a).

The existing transmission line route from Apache to Saguaro substation is almost entirely of Low
Sensitivity (PFYC 1-2) for paleontological resources; only 28 acres of the route is classified as Moderate
Sensitivity (PFYC 3). Ten of those 28 acres are expected to be disturbed. If fossils are present and if the
areas cannot be avoided or mitigated in accordance with applicable regulations, minor direct and indirect
are expected for No Action alternative.

Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives

CONSTRUCTION

Direct impacts to paleontological resources during construction have the potential to occur during ground
disturbance in areas with moderate or unknown sensitivity to high sensitivity. The severity of the
disturbance to areas with moderate to high sensitivity would vary by alternative. Ground disturbance
would occur with road construction or improvement, substation expansion and construction, and tower
construction. Loss of access to paleontological resources during construction activities only would be the
primary potential indirect impact; however access restrictions would vary by alternative and are
anticipated to be negligible.

656 Chapter 4



OO WN -

10
11
12
13

14

15
16
17
18

19
20
21

22
23

24
25
26

27

28

Southline Transmission Line Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment

Prior to construction Southline would implement the Paleontological Resource Management Plan
(Proponent Proposed Measure (PPM) PAL-1) as described in Section 8.3.8 of the Plan of Development in
order to mitigate any adverse effects to important paleontological resources. If areas are identified as
containing paleontological resources, a paleontological resources treatment plan would be prepared and
implemented. If fossils are found inadvertently during construction Southline would implement the plan
outline in PPM PAL-2: Recovery, Testing, and Documentation.

Assessment and mitigation of adverse effects to paleontological resources would be conducted according
to BLM manual H-8270-1: “General Procedural Guidance for Paleontological Resource Management”
(BLM 2008f). Mitigation measures would be developed and designed to minimize adverse effects.
According to the manual, mitigation may involve but is not limited no action, avoidance, or collection of
fossils or samples of fossil with curation. Other mitigation could include education of construction and
maintenance workers, covering fossils bearing formations with sediment, and monitoring during
construction.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

No direct or indirect impacts to paleontological resources are expected during routine operation and
maintenance. If during maintenance activities ground disturbance is to occur in areas beyond that
disturbed during construction or if access restrictions are imposed, they would be mitigated in accordance
with all applicable regulations.

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation

Impacts to paleontological resources would primarily occur during construction activities. Impacts during
operation and maintenance activities are not anticipated or are anticipated to be minor. Because all ground
disturbance can result in the loss of scientifically valuable fossils if present, temporary and permanent
ground disturbance are both considered permanent.

Table 4.6-1 presents the acreage/mileage of potential disturbance by PFYC class within the representative
ROW of route group 1, Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation. Table 4.6-2 presents the paleontological
sensitivity within the representative ROW of route group 1, Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation.

Table 4.6-1. Route Group 1 Paleontological Resource Inventory Data within the Representative ROW

Total Miles At;r'fsgelof At;rl:esgezof A(;rg$gc]:e3of A(;rg$gc]:e4of Total Acreage
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent Preferred
P1 51 0 0 0 125.1 125.1
P2 102.0 1,522.0 49.1 0 900.9 2,472.0
P3 31.1 353.6 0 0 400.0 753.6
P4da 8.7 30.1 0 0 187.0 217.1
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1 Table 4.6-1. Route Group 1 Paleontological Resource Inventory Data within the Representative ROW
2  (Continued)

Total Miles Atgg?(g:elof Atl,;)rg?gezof Ag§$gce30f Ag§$gce40f Total Acreage
Subroute 1.2,
Proponent Alternative
S1 134 0 0 0 325.3 325.3
S2 111 36.3 0 0 231.3 267.6
S3 12.9 228.6 0 0 85.4 314.0
S4 10.6 88.4 0 0 166.8 255.2
S5 29.7 676.5 0 0 43.6 720.1
S6 7.4 165.3 16.8 0 0 182.1
S7 415 986.2 20.8 0 0 1,007.0
S8 14.6 316.3 0 0 36.5 352.8
Route Group 1
Local Alternatives
DN1 42.5 808.4 77.1 0 145.0 1,030.5
A 17.5 77.9 0 0 345.0 422.9
B 12.2 171.6 0 0 120.0 291.6
C 9.0 187.6 28.1 0 0 215.7
D 22.8 542.0 9.1 0 0 551.1

3  Table 4.6-2. Route Group 1 Paleontological Sensitivity by Acreage within the Representative ROW

Percent Permanent Low Sensitivity Moderate Sensitivity High Sensitivity
Total Miles and Temporary Acreage (acreage Acreage (acreage Acreage (acreage
Disturbance* total disturbance) total disturbance) total disturbance)
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P1 5.1 31.3% 0 (0) 0 (0) 125.1 (39.1)
P2 102.0 28.4% 1,571.1 (446.2) 0 (0) 900.9 (255.9)
P3 31.1 31.5% 353.6 (111.5) 0 (0) 399.7 (126.1)
P4a 8.7 27.5% 30.1(8.3) 0 (0) 187.0 (51.4)
Total 146.9 NA 1,954.8 (566.0) 0 (0) 1,612.7 (472.5)
Subroute 1.2,
Proponent
Alternative
S1 134 29.8% 0(0) 0 (0) 325.3 (96.9)
S2 11.1 31.6% 36.3 (11.5) 0 (0) 231.3 (73.0)
S3 12.9 25,6% 228.6 (57.8) 0 (0) 85.4 (21.9)
S4 10.6 31.7% 88.4 (28.0) 0 (0) 166.8 (52.9)
S5 29.7 27.1% 676.5 (183.3) 0 (0) 43.6 (11.8)
S6 7.4 30.1% 182.1 (54.8) 0 (0) 0(0)
S7 415 28.3% 1,007.0 (285.0) 0 (0) 0(0)
S8 14.6 31.6% 316.3 (99.9) 0 (0) 36.5 (11.5)
Total 141.2 NA 2,535.2 (720.3) 0(0) 888.9 (268.0)
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Table 4.6-2. Route Group 1 Paleontological Sensitivity by Acreage within the Representative ROW
(Continued)

Percent Permanent Low Sensitivity Moderate Sensitivity High Sensitivity
Total Miles and Temporary Acreage (acreage Acreage (acreage Acreage (acreage
Disturbance* total disturbance) total disturbance) total disturbance)
Route Group 1
Local
Alternatives'
DN1 425 32.1% 885.5 (284.2) 0 (0) 145.0 (46.5)
A 17.5 27.4% 77.9 (21.3) 0 (0) 345.0 (94.5)
B 12.2 25.9% 171.6 (44.4) 0 (0) 112.0 (29.0)
C 9.0 26.2% 215.7 (56.5) 0 (0) 0 (0)
D 22.8 38.3% 551.1 (211.1) 0 (0) 0 (0)

Note: NA = not applicable.

* Anticipated disturbance by segment; distribution of anticipated disturbance within each segment not currently known as project is still in
engineering/design phase.

" Local alternatives are each considered separately and are not totaled.

SUBROUTE 1.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Subroute 1.1 consists of segments P1, P2, P3, and P4a. Segment P1 connects the Afton Substation to an

existing line to the southwest. Segments P2 and P4a form the primary route, which runs from the Afton

Substation west and northwest past Deming to the Hidalgo Substation. Segment P3 is an interconnection
route running north-south between 1-10 and NM 9.

Major direct (loss of scientifically important fossils) and indirect (loss of access to scientifically important
fossils) may occur with subroute 1.1 if fossils are present. Within the representative ROW for subroute
1.1, 1,613 acres is classified as high sensitivity (PFYC 4) for paleontological resources; it is anticipated
that 473 acres would be disturbed by construction. The remaining 1,955 acres is classified as low
sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2); it is anticipated that 566 acres would be disturbed.

SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Subroute 1.2 consists of segments S1 through S8. It begins at the Afton Substation and runs south and
southwest to NM 9. It then continues west along Columbus Road and eventually runs south of the town
of Columbus. It then runs west along NM 9 to the intersection of NM 9 and NM 146, and then runs
northwest just east of the Luna and Grant County line. Segment S8 then runs north to segment P4a of
subroute 1.1.

Subroute 1.2 is less sensitive for paleontological resources than subroute 1.1; however, major direct and
indirect impacts may still occur if fossils are present. Within the representative ROW for subroute 1.2,
889 acres is categorized as high sensitivity (PFYC 4). Disturbance is estimated to affect 268 of the 889
acres. Low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2) acreage totals 2,535; 720 of the 2,535 acres is anticipated to be
disturbed.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are five local alternatives available for route group 1: DN1, A, B, C, and D. DN1 would run north
of subroute 1.1 and share ROW with the proposed SunZia project. Alternative A would follow existing
unpaved roads south and southeast of subroute 1.2. Alternatives B and C both run parallel to NM 9 for 12
miles. Alternative D runs from segment S7 to just south of Lordsburg, where it continues west and
northwest to 1 mile north of 1-10.
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Moderate direct and indirect impacts would occur for local alternatives DN1, A, and B if fossils are
present. For local alternative DN1, 145 acres is categorized as high sensitivity (PFYC 4); 47 of those
acres is expected to be disturbed. The remaining 886 acres, with 284 acres to be disturbed, is all
categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2). Local alternative A has 345 acres with high sensitivity
(PFYC 4); however, only 95 acres is expected to be disturbed. Seventy-eight acres of local alternative A
is classified as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2). A total of 112 acres of local alternative B is categorized as
high sensitivity (PFYC 4); 29 acres of the 112 acres is expected to be disturbed. The remaining 172 acres
of B is categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2).

All of local alternatives C (216 acres) and D (551 acres) is classified as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2).
No direct or indirect impacts would occur.

NEW SUBSTATIONS OR SUBSTATION EXPANSION
One new substation and expansion of two existing substations is planned for route group 1 (table 4.6-3).

The new substation (Midpoint) would be located along subroute 1.1 (Proposed Midpoint) or subroute 1.2
(Alternative Midpoint). The existing stations are the Afton Substation and the Hidalgo Substation.

Table 4.6-3. Expected Acreage of Ground Disturbance by Substation in Route Group 1

Moderate or Unknown

Sensitivity Acreage — High Sensitivity Acreage —

Substation Low Sensitivity Acreage —

PFYC 1 and 2 PEYC 3 PFYC 4
Proposed Midpoint (new) 8.8 0.0 68.0
Alternative Midpoint (new) 0.0 0.0 326.6
Afton Substation 0.0 0.0 19.9
Hidalgo Substation 0.0 0.0 38.7

Proposed Midpoint would have a moderate direct and indirect impact on paleontological resources; 68
acres classified as high sensitivity are expected to be disturbed.

Alternative Midpoint would have a major direct and indirect impact on paleontological resources; 327
acres classified as high sensitivity are expected to be disturbed.

The expansion of the Afton and Hidalgo substations is expected to disturb 20 and 39 acres, respectively.
If fossils are present, moderate direct and indirect impacts to paleontological resources are expected for
both substations.

ROUTE GROUP 1 IMPACT SUMMARY

For route group 1, major direct and indirect impacts to paleontological resources may occur if fossils are
present because of the presence of High Sensitivity Acreage within the ROW of subroutes 1.1 and 1.2.
Subroute 1.2 is slightly less sensitive overall than subroute 1.1. For local alternatives DN-1, A and B,
moderate impacts may occur if fossils are present and no impacts are anticipated for local alternatives C
and D. Primarily moderate impacts are expected for the substation construction and/or expansions.
Although route group 1 has predicted major and moderate impacts, if fossils are present adverse impacts
will be mitigated according to the appropriate regulations and the Project’s paleontological resources
treatment plan.
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Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation

Table 4.6-4 presents acreage/mileage of potential disturbance by PFYC class within the representative
ROW of route group 2, Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation. Table 4.6-5 presents the
paleontological sensitivity within the representative ROW of route group 2, Hidalgo Substation to Apache
Substation.

Table 4.6-4. Route Group 2 Paleontological Resource Inventory Data within the Representative ROW

Total Miles A(I:Dr;a(lgelof Aggsgezof A(;'(:esge?)of A(;'(:esge;f Total Acreage
Subroute 2.1,
Proponent Preferred
P4b 14.0 334.3 1.4 0 0 335.7
P4c 1.9 37.4 7.5 0 0 449
P5a 9.6 233.5 0 0 0 2335
P5b 21.1 422.7 66.7 0 21.6 511.0
P6a 0.9 21.3 0 0 0 21.3
P6b 225 545.1 0 0 0 545.1
P6c 2.8 68.3 0 0 0 68.3
P7 22.3 514.8 26.0 0 0 540.8
P8 0.5 9.0 0 0 0 9.0
Subroute 2.2,
Proponent Alternative
E 31.8 672.7 7. 0 16.2 766.6
F 253 611.0 0 0 0 611.0
Ga 25.7 622.4 0 0 0 622.4
Gb 1.0 25.9 0 0 0 25.9
Gc 7.4 166.8 12.8 0 0 179.6
| 23 55.4 0 0 0 55.4
J 2.3 55.6 0 0 0 55.6
Route Group 2
Local Alternatives
LD1 35.4 772.7 84.8 0 0 857.5
LD2 9.6 233.2 0 0 0 233.2
LD3a 27.9 637.1 0 0 40.4 677.5
LD3b 1.9 46.6 0 0 0 46.6
LD4 51.7 1,253.1 0 0 0 1,467.7
LD4-Option 4 6.5 156.1 0 0 0 156.1
LD4-Option 5 12.3 296.8 0 0 0 296.8
WC1 14.8 359.1 0 0 0 359.1
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Table 4.6-5. Route Group 2 Paleontological Sensitivity by Acreage within the Representative ROW

Percent L Moderate iah o
_ Permanent and Low Sensitivity Sensitivity High Sensitivity
Total Miles T Acreage (acreage Acreage (acreage
emporary > Acreage (acreage °
. total disturbance) - total disturbance)
Disturbance total disturbance)
Subroute 2.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P4b 14.0 31.7% 335.7 (106.3) 0(0) 0 (0)
P4c 1.9 31.7% 44.9 (14.2) 0(0) 0 (0)
P5a 9.6 28.0% 233.5 (65.4) 0 (0) 0(0)
P5b 21.1 27.3% 489.4 (133.6) 0(0) 21.6 (5.8)
P6a 0.9 26.5% 21.3(5.6) 0 (0) 0(0)
P6b 225 27.8% 545.1 (151.5) 0(0) 0 (0)
P6c 2.8 27.8% 68.3 (19.0) 0 (0) 0(0)
P7 223 27.5% 540.8 (148.7) 0(0) 0 (0)
P8 05 31.5% 9.0 (2.8) 0(0) 0 (0)
Total 95.5 NA 2,288.0 (647.1) 0(0) 21.6 (5.8)
Subroute 2.2,
Proponent
Alternative
E 31.8 31.2% 750.4 (234.1) 0 (0) 16.2 (5.1)
F 253 28.6% 611.0 (174.7) 0(0) 0 (0)
Ga 25.7 28.7% 622.4 (178.6) 0 (0) 0(0)
Gb 1.0 28.2% 25.9 (7.3) 0(0) 0 (0)
Gc 7.4 27.2% 179.6 (48.9) 0(0) 0 (0)
| 23 32.1% 55.4 (17.8) 0(0) 0 (0)
J 2.3 28.7% 55.6 (16.0) 0(0) 0 (0)
Total 95.8 NA 2,300.3 (677.4) 0(0) 16.2 (5.1)
Route Group 2
Local Alternatives
LD1 35.4 29.5% 857.5 (253.0) 0(0) 0 (0)
LD2 9.6 31.8% 233.2 (74.1) 0(0) 0 (0)
LD3a 27.9 27.4% 637.1 (174.6) 0(0) 40.4 (11.1)
LD3b 1.9 24.4% 46.6 (11.3) 0(0) 0 (0)
LD4 51.7 32.2% 1,253.1 (403.5) 0(0) 0 (0)
LD4-Option 4 6.5 32.3% 156.1 (50.4) 0(0) 0 (0)
LD5-Option 5 12.3 30.6% 296.8 (90.8) 0(0) 0 (0)
wcC1 14.8 31.0% 359.1 (111.3) 0(0) 0 (0)

Note: NA = not applicable.

SUBROUTE 2.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Within route group 2, subroute 2.1 consists of segments P4b, P4c, P5a, P5b, P6a, P6b, P6c, P7, and P8.
Beginning northeast of Lordsburg, subroute 2.1 travels west and south around Lordsburg. It then travels
west across the New Mexico—Arizona State line and into Arizona, where it extends south and southwest
around the eastern edge of Willcox Playa.
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Within the representative ROW for subroute 2.1, 22 acres is categorized as high sensitivity (PFYC 4);

6 of the 22 acres is expected to be disturbed during construction. The remaining 2,288 acres is categorized
as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2); 647 of the 2,288 acres is expected to be disturbed. Minor direct and
indirect impacts may occur in the area of high sensitivity for paleontological resources if fossils are
present.

SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Subroute 2.2 consists of E, F, Ga, Gb, Gc, I, and J. It begins south of the Lordsburg Playa and heads west
across the New Mexico—Arizona State line and north of San Simon. The subroute then travels west-
northwest to north of the Dos Cabezas Mountains and then northwest, west, and south around Willcox
Playa.

Within the representative ROW for subroute 2.2, only 16 acres, with 5 acres disturbed, is categorized as
high sensitivity (PFYC 4). A total of 2,300 acres is categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2), with 677
acres expected to be disturbed. Minor direct and indirect impacts would occur in the area of high
sensitivity for paleontological resources if fossils are present.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are eight local alternatives available for route group 2: LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option
4, LD4-Option 5, and WC1. LD1 starts east of Lordsburg, crosses the Peloncillo Mountains, and ends
northwest of San Simon. LD2 starts northwest of Lordsburg and crosses the Lordsburg Playa between the
north and south playa. LD3a and LD3b travel around the north sites of the Lordsburg Playa. LD4 crosses
the Peloncillo Mountains and the San Simon Valley and ends northwest of Willcox. LD4-Option 4 begins
in the foothills of the Peloncillo Mountains, travels south across 1-10, and ends at the Dos Cabezas
Mountains. LD5-Option 5 runs southwest between LD4 and P6¢. WC1 runs roughly parallel to 1-10
through Sulphur Springs Valley.

For local alternative LD3a, 40 acres is categorized as high sensitivity (PFYC 4); 11 of the 40 acres is
expected to be disturbed during construction. Minor direct and indirect impacts would occur in the area of
high sensitivity for paleontological resources if fossils are present.

All of local alternatives LD1, LD2, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option 4, LD4-Option 5, and WCL are categorized
as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2). No direct or indirect impacts would occur.

NEW SUBSTATIONS OR SUBSTATION EXPANSION

Expansion of one existing substation, the Apache Substation, is proposed for route group 2. The
expansion would occur over 68.9 acres of low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2) for paleontological resources.
No direct or indirect impacts would occur.

ROUTE GROUP 2 IMPACT SUMMARY

For route group 1, minor direct and indirect impacts may occur if fossils are present for both subroute 2.1
and 2.2. For local alternative LD3a minor impacts may occur if fossils are present and no impacts are
anticipated for local alternatives LD1, LD2, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option 4, LD4-Option 5, and WC1 or the
expansion of the Apache substation. If fossils are present, adverse impacts will be mitigated according to
the appropriate regulations and the Project’s paleontological resources treatment plan.
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Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

Table 4.6-6 presents acreage/mileage of potential disturbance by PFYC class within the representative
ROW of route group 3, Apache Substation to Pantano Substation. Table 4.6-7 presents the
paleontological sensitivity within the representative ROW of route group 3, Apache Substation to Pantano

Substation.

Table 4.6-6. Route Group 3 Paleontological Resource Inventory Data within the Representative ROW

Total Miles A?;E?gelm A(I:DrFe\a(\gezof A(I:Drlze\a(\gee,of A(I:DrFe\a(\geAfof Total Acreage
Subroute 3.1,
Proponent Preferred
Ula 16.1 291.9 0 0 0 291.9
Ulb 29 53.0 0 0 0 53.0
U2 15.8 259.3 0 27.7 0 287.0
U3a 35.6 646.7 0 0 0 646.7
Route Group 3
Local Alternative
H 19.3 350.2 0 0 0 350.2

Table 4.6-7. Route Group 3 Paleontological Sensitivity by Acreage within the Representative ROW

Percent Permanent

Low Sensitivity

Moderate
Sensitivity Acreage

High Sensitivity

Total Miles and Temporary Acreage (acreage Acreage (acreage
Disturbance total disturbance) (g;:srtie:%zr:gtea;l total disturbance)
Subroute 3.1,
Proponent
Preferred
Ula 16.1 32.7% 291.9 (95.5) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Ulb 2.9 32.5% 53.0 (17.2) 0 (0) 0 (0)
u2 15.8 35.2% 259.3 (91.3) 27.7 (9.8) 0 (0)
U3a 35.6 33.1% 646.7 (214.1) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Total 70.4 NA 1,250.9 (418.1) 27.7 (9.8) 0 (0)
Route Group 3
Local
Alternative
H 19.3 36.2% 350.2 (126.8) 0 (0) 0 (0)

SUBROUTE 3.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Subroute 3.1 consists of upgrade of the existing Western 115-kV line running from the Apache Substation
west of Willcox Playa, east of the north end of the Dragoon Mountains, and through the San Pedro

Valley.

Within the representative ROW for subroute 3.1, 28 acres is categorized as moderate sensitivity
(PFYC 3); 10 of the 28 acres is expected to be disturbed during construction. The remaining 1,251 acres
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is categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2). Disturbance within the representative ROW would result
in a minor direct and indirect impact to paleontological resources if fossils are present.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There is one local alternative for route group 3: local alternative H, which runs around the north side of
Benson. Within the representative ROW, all of local alternative H is categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC
1 or 2). No direct or indirect effects on paleontological resources are expected for local alternative H.

NEW SUBSTATIONS OR SUBSTATION EXPANSION

Expansion of two existing substations, the Pantano and Adams Tap substations, is proposed for route
group 3. The Pantano Substation expansion would occur over 25.4 acres of low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2)
for paleontological resources; the Adams Tap Substation expansion would occur over 5.6 acres of low
sensitivity. No direct or indirect impacts would occur for either expansion.

ROUTE GROUP 3 IMPACT SUMMARY

For route group 3, minor direct and indirect impacts may occur if fossils are present in subroute 3.1.

No impacts are anticipated for local alternative H or the substation expansions. If fossils are present in
subroute 3.1, adverse impacts will be mitigated according to the appropriate regulations and the Project’s
paleontological resources treatment plan.

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation
Table 4.6-8 presents acreage/mileage of potential disturbance by PFYC class within the representative
ROW of route group 4, Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation. Table 4.6-9 presents the

paleontological sensitivity within the representative ROW of route group 4, Pantano Substation to
Saguaro Substation.

Table 4.6-8. Route Group 4 Paleontological Resource Inventory Data within the Representative ROW

Total Miles A(I:Drlsigcelof A(lzjr;?gezof A(lzjrssgcesof Agﬁ?geff Total Acreage
Subroute 4.1,
Proponent Preferred
U3b 0.5 8.2 0 0 0 8.2
U3c 1.0 175 0 0 0 175
u3d 34 62.4 0 0 0 62.4
U3e 0.9 16.1 0 0 0 16.1
u3f 0.7 124 0 0 0 124
U3g 0.9 16.2 0 0 0 16.2
U3h 1.1 19.8 0 0 0 19.8
u3si 18.2 331.1 0 0 0 331.1
u3j 0.9 15.9 0 0 0 15.9
U3k 16.7 303.6 0 0 0 303.6
usl 1.6 28.1 0 0 0 28.1
u3m 0.6 8.9 0 0 0 8.9
U4 1.9 34.7 0 0 0 34.7

Chapter 4 665



1
2

3

Southline Transmission Line Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment

Table 4.6-8. Route Group 4 Paleontological Resource Inventory Data within the Representative ROW

(Continued)

Total Miles Aglf?gcel()f Agg?ge;f A(lzjrlgsgcesof A(;r':esgeélof Total Acreage
Route Group 4
Local Alternatives
MA1 1.1 19.0 0 0 0 19.0
THla 1.4 25.7 0 0 0 25.7
TH1b 1.6 28.4 0 0 0 28.4
TH1c 0.3 4.8 0 0 0 4.8
TH1-Option 1.0 7.7 0 0 0 7.7
TH3-Option A 0.8 151 0 0 0 151
TH3-Option B 0.8 14.5 0 0 0 14.5
TH3-Option C 1.8 29.3 0 0 0 29.3
TH3a 2.7 49.7 0 0 0 49.7
TH3b 4.5 81.4 0 0 0 81.4

Table 4.6-9. Route Group 4 Paleontological Sensitivity within the Representative ROW

Percent Permanent

Low Sensitivity

Moderate

Sensitivity Acreage

High Sensitivity

Total Miles anq Temporary Acreage (acreage (acreage total Acreage (acreage
Disturbance total disturbance) disturbance) total disturbance)
Subroute 4.1,
Proponent
Preferred
U3b 0.5 32.2% 8.2 (2.6) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3c 1.0 29.0% 17.5 (5.1) 0 (0) 0 (0)
uad 34 32.1% 62.4 (20.0) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3e 0.9 32.2% 16.1 (5.2) 0 (0) 0 (0)
u3f 0.7 32.2% 12.4 (4.0) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3g 0.9 30.3% 16.2 (4.9) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3h 1.1 28.9% 19.8 (5.7) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3i 18.2 32.0% 331.1 (106.0) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3j 0.9 32.7% 15.9 (5.2) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3k 16.7 33.2% 303.6 (100.8) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U3l 1.6 31.9% 28.1(8.7) 0 (0) 0 (0)
u3m 0.6 35.3% 8.9 (3.1) 0 (0) 0 (0)
U4 1.9 33.0% 34.7 (11.5) 0 (0) 0 (0)
Total 48.4 NA 874.9 (282.8) 0 (0) 0 (0)
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Table 4.6-9. Route Group 4 Paleontological Sensitivity within the Representative ROW (Continued)

Moderate
Sensitivity Acreage
(acreage total

Percent Permanent Low Sensitivity
Total Miles and Temporary Acreage (acreage

High Sensitivity
Acreage (acreage

Disturbance total disturbance) disturbance) total disturbance)
Route Group 4
Local
Alternatives
MA1 11 31.0% 19.0 (5.9) 0(0) 0(0)
THla 14 29.3% 25.7 (7.5) 0(0) 0(0)
TH1b 1.6 30.2% 28.4 (8.6) 0(0) 0(0)
THi1c 0.3 35.3% 4.8 (1.7) 0(0) 0(0)
TH1-Option 1.0 30.1% 7.7 (2.3) 0(0) 0(0)
TH3-Option A 0.8 28.1% 15.1 (4.2) 0(0) 0(0)
TH3-Option B 0.8 33.2% 14.5 (4.8) 0 (0) 0 (0)
TH3-Option C 1.8 40.2% 29.3(11.8) 0(0) 0(0)
TH3a 2.7 33.5% 49.7 (16.6) 0(0) 0(0)
TH3b 45 32.3% 81.4 (26.3) 0(0) 0(0)

Note: NA = not applicable

SUBROUTE 4.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Subroute 4.1 begins at the Pantano Substation and travels northwest and north through Green Valley to
Tucson. It runs around the Tucson International Airport to the Del Bac Substation and then heads north
and northwest across Tumamaoc Hill, connecting to the Tucson Substation. The line then continues north
and northwest, traveling northeast of the Tucson Mountains to Marana and ending at the Saguaro
Substation.

Within the representative ROW, all of subroute 4.1 is categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2).
No direct or indirect effects are expected for subroute 4.1.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are ten local alternatives available for route group 4: TH1a, TH1b, TH1c, TH1-Option, TH3a,
TH3b, TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, TH3-Option C, and MAL. The nine TH alternatives are all options
for replacing the existing line that currently runs across Tumamoc Hill. MA1 runs southwest of the
Marana Airport in an “L” shape to avoid the airport itself.

Within the representative ROW, all ten local alternatives are categorized as low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2).
No direct or indirect effects are expected for TH1a, TH1b, TH1c, TH3a, TH3b, TH3-Option A, TH3-
Option B, TH3-Option C, and MA1.

NEW SUBSTATIONS OR SUBSTATION EXPANSION

The expansion of nine existing substations is planned for route group 4. The existing stations are Del Bac
Substation, DeMoss Petrie Substation, Marana Substation, Nogales Substation, Rattlesnake Substation,
Tortolita Substation, Tucson Substation, Vail Substation, and Saguaro Substation. Table 4.6-10 presents
the ground disturbance acreage by substation.
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Table 4.6-10. Expected Acreage of Ground Disturbance by Substation in Route Group 4

Moderate or Unknown

Low Sensitivity Acreage — High Sensitivity Acreage —

Substation PEYC 1 and 2 Sensiti\';i't:)\/(égeage - PEYC 4
Apache Substation 69.8 0.0 0.0
Adams Tap Substation 5.6 0.0 0.0
Del Bac Substation 14.2 0.0 0.0
DeMoss Petrie Substation 4.2 0.0 0.0
Marana Substation 145 0.0 0.0
Nogales Substation 10.2 0.0 0.0
Pantano Substation 25.4 0.0 0.0
Rattlesnake Substation 16.7 0.0 0.0
Tortolita Substation 16.1 0.0 0.0
Tucson Substation 10.6 0.0 0.0
Vail Substation 27.7 0.0 0.0
Saguaro Substation 22.7 0.0 0.0

The substation expansions (Del Bac Substation, DeMoss Petrie Substation, Marana Substation, Nogales
Substation, Rattlesnake Substation, Tortolita Substation, Tucson Substation, Vail Substation, and Saguaro
Substation) are all located on areas of low sensitivity (PFYC 1 or 2) for paleontological resources.

No direct or indirect impacts are expected.

ROUTE GROUP 4 IMPACT SUMMARY

For route group 4, no impacts to paleontological resources are expected for subroute 4.1, the local
alternatives, or the substation expansions.

Agency Preferred Alternative

In the New Build Section, the Agency Preferred Alternative consists of segments P1, P2, P3, and P4a
within route group 1 and of segment P7 and a portion of local alternatives L3a and LD4, and all of LD4-
Option 5 within route group 2. The Agency Preferred Alternative within route group 1 has the greatest
acreage of potential disturbance within the representative ROW (473 ac) across geological formations
with high sensitivity. The high sensitivity formations are the Upper Santa Fe Group and the Gila Group.
These formations have produced dinosaur, mammal, avian, and reptilian fossils, although no fossils
localities have been recorded in the analysis area or representative ROW of the Agency Preferred
Alternative. The majority of route group 2 for the Agency Preferred Alternative would not cross
geological formations with high sensitivity. Construction is expected to disturb 11 acres of high
sensitivity Gila Group geological formations within the representative ROW of LD3a.

In the Upgrade Section, the Agency Preferred Alternative consists of segments Ula, Ulb, U2, and U3a
within route group 3 and consists of segments U3b, U3¢, U3f, U3g, U3h, U3i, U3g, U3l, U3m, and U4
and local alternatives TH1a, TH1 Option, and MA1 within route group 4. Ten acres of geological
formations with moderate sensitivity is expected to be disturbed by construction within the representative
ROW of segment U2 of route group 3. The moderate sensitivity geological formations are unnamed
Quaternary deposits in the San Pedro River valley which have produced mammal fossils. No impacts to
paleontological resources are expected for the remainder of route group 3 and all of route group 4 because
they do not cross any geological formations with moderate or high sensitivity.
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For the Agency Preferred Alternative, no impacts to paleontological resources are anticipated.

This analysis has identified the following potential impacts to paleontological resources:

* Inroute group 1, the Agency Preferred Alternative representative ROW crosses the Upper Santa
Fe and the Gila Group formations which have a high sensitivity. Although, no fossils localities
have been recorded in the analysis area or representative ROW, these formations may produce
important fossils. All segments in route group 1 cross high sensitivity formations.

* Inroute group 2, the Agency Preferred Alternative representative ROW of local alternative LD3a
crosses an area of high sensitivity (Gila Group) which may produce fossils.

* Inroute group 4, segment U2 crosses an area of unnamed Quaternary deposits in the San Pedro
River valley with moderate sensitivity.

If fossils are present in the areas of high or moderate sensitivity within the Agency Preferred Alternative,
any adverse impacts from construction would be mitigated according to all applicable laws and
regulations and Southline’s POD. These mitigation measures would also apply to inadvertent discoveries
during operation and maintenance. If fossils are present, provided that all mitigation measures are
followed, adverse impacts would be reduced to minor for the areas of concern outlined above.

Additional Mitigation Measures

Potential mitigation measures for adverse impacts to paleontological resources include paleontological
surveys of PFYC 3 and 4 geological units within the selected route, avoidance by spanning resource
areas, training and education for construction and maintenance personnel, monitoring of ground
disturbance activities in sensitive areas, covering of fossil-bearing sediment to protect resources, recovery
of fossils, and curation of fossils in an appropriate repository. As discussed in the POD for the Project,
approved mitigation measures would be detailed in a paleontological resources treatment plan that would
be followed before and during construction, as well as during maintenance activities.

Residual Impacts

If the mitigation measures detailed in the paleontological resources treatment plan are followed, there
would be no residual impacts.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

If areas with moderate or high paleontological sensitivity cannot be avoided by Project design,
disturbance to these areas may result in unavoidable adverse impacts due to loss of scientifically
important fossils.

Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

Construction of the Project would result in ground disturbance resources during construction. Ground
disturbance that results in the loss of scientifically important fossils is considered a long-term impact.
Impacts to scientifically important fossils are of concern primarily in the New Mexico portions of the
Project; the majority of the representative ROW in Arizona has low sensitivity for paleontological
resources.

During construction, the removal of fossils from areas of moderate or high sensitivity would alter the
long-term productivity of those fossil sources because fossils are a finite and nonrenewable resource.
However, the discovery and removal of previously unknown fossils can contribute to long-term
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productivity as well by: (1) allowing those fossils to be studied by the scientific community; and
(2) potentially revealing new fossil beds for later research.

Loss of access to resources during construction would be reversed once construction was complete.
However, any permanent facilities construction on areas with moderate or high sensitivity would restrict
access until the line is decommissioned in 50 years.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

Although fossils are a finite and nonrenewable resource, provided that all mitigation measures are
followed there are no irreversible or irretrievable commitments of resources.

4.7 WATER RESOURCES

4.7.1 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands —
Introduction

This section describes the impacts to groundwater, surface water, floodplains, and wetlands associated
with the construction and operation and maintenance of the transmission line, substations, and ancillary
facilities. Impacts to water resources are discussed primarily in terms of the number or acreage of waters
impacted, and the potential for contamination to occur. The impacts described in this section are based on
data compiled in “Southline Transmission Project Resource Report 17: Water Resources” (CH2M Hill
2013f). The contents of that report are used herein without specific reference.

4.7.2 Methodology and Assumptions
Analysis Area

NEW BUILD SECTION

The environmental consequences for water resources for the New Build Section are based on a 200-foot-
wide representative ROW, located along the centerline of the 2-mile-wide analysis area. The actual
construction ROW would likely be configured to avoid certain environmental impacts, or for other
logistical reasons. Therefore, specific water bodies impacted by the representative ROW could or could
not be impacted by the final construction ROW. However, use of the representative ROW allows
disclosure of the approximate magnitude of impacts associated with each route group and route segment.

Environmental consequences for water resources could extend beyond the representative ROW in order to
incorporate the potential for indirect impacts to water resources aside from direct disturbance. For surface
water this also includes any downstream drainages, limited to the downstream confluence of the next
major watercourse. For groundwater this includes any aquifers that would be affected by changes in
groundwater quantity or quality, but limited just to the area of the aquifer where any impacts would affect
known or existing users, or where changes in groundwater quality might migrate.

UPGRADE SECTION

The environmental consequences for water resources for the Upgrade Section are based on a 150-foot
representative ROW, located along the centerline of the 500-foot-wide analysis area. Similar to the New
Build Section, the analysis area also includes downstream drainages and aquifers as described above.
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Analysis Assumptions
SURFACE WATER

There are three primary assumptions for analyzing impacts to surface waters. First, analysis of impacts
assumes that all appropriate construction stormwater permits would be in place, that a SWPPP had been
prepared and implemented, and that BMPs would be in place and would be followed. Second, it is
assumed that spill prevention and spill response would be in place as part of the SWPPP, and that minor
accidental spills or discharges could and would be properly addressed. Third, it is assumed that there
would be less risk of impact from stormwater runoff to ephemeral washes than perennial or flowing
waters. Therefore, the analysis focuses on those areas where perennial surface water has been
documented, or where special status waters are present or nearby; the potential for discharge to these
waters would be considered an impact. Since the SWPPP, BMPs, and spill prevention plans would be in
place, the potential for discharge to ephemeral washes is not considered an impact.

FLOODPLAINS

It is assumed that any mapped floodplain (identified in chapter 3) crossed by the representative ROW
would be impacted temporarily. It is assumed that permanent structures would potentially be present only
for those floodplains whose span exceeds 900 feet (which is the approximate distance between poles for
both the New Build and Upgrade Sections) or for which known constraints exist that require placement
within the floodplain. Not all permanent structures placed within floodplains would be considered an
impact. In some cases, mapped floodplains represent areas of sheetflow or represent shallow playa lakes.
Placement of permanent structures within these areas would not be considered an impact. Placement of
permanent structures within well-defined flow channels would be considered an impact.

WETLANDS AND WATERS OF THE U.S.

Ephemeral drainages/ washes are regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Should a proposed
action require the discharge of dredged or fill material into an ephemeral, intermittent, or perennial
drainage, a Department of the Army discharge permit may be required. It is assumed that any linear water
feature (identified in chapter 3) crossed by the representative ROW would be a potential WUS that could
be impacted. It is also assumed that any wetland (identified in chapter 3) crossed by the representative
ROW could be impacted. However, in both cases both the final placement of the ROW and the permitting
process that is required under Section 404 of the CWA would have the goal of avoiding both wetlands
and WUS. Therefore, while these features may be present within the ROW, there would only be an
impact to wetlands and WUS if disturbance is unavoidable. A WUS or wetland would be considered
unavoidable if it is large enough or configured such that it cannot be spanned. As noted, the approximate
distance between poles is 900 feet.

GROUNDWATER

With respect to groundwater quantity and impacts to local well users, there is insufficient detail to know
precisely from where construction water would be obtained, except that it would be obtained from
existing sources. The amount of water needed for construction (dewatering, concrete mixing) is relatively
minor compared to the large municipal and agricultural uses throughout the analysis area, and it would be
widely distributed along the construction route and not concentrated in one area. For these reasons,
impacts to groundwater quantity due to withdrawal of construction water are considered minimal and are
not explicitly analyzed. Damage to any water infrastructure (wells, canals) from the proposed Project is
not expected to occur. If occurring, infrastructure would be replaced or repaired. Therefore, these impacts
are not explicitly analyzed.
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With respect to groundwater quality, it is assumed that with BMPs in place to prevent and respond to
spills or other contamination, there is little risk to contamination of groundwater resources except in areas
of known shallow groundwater (defined for this analysis as groundwater less than 20 feet bgs). Therefore,
the analysis focuses on those areas where shallow groundwater has been documented.

Impact Indicators

SURFACE WATER

« Qualitative assessment of the potential for accidental or intentional release of contaminants to
surface waters.

»  Number of springs that occur within the ROW.

» Acreage of any specially designated waters, including impaired waters, Outstanding National
Resource Waters (in New Mexico), and Outstanding Arizona Waters, that occurs within the
ROW.

+ Qualitative assessment of the effects on any specially designated waters, including impaired
waters, Outstanding National Resource Waters (in New Mexico), and Outstanding Arizona
Waters, including discharge of stormwater.

» Length of perennial or flowing waters that occur within the ROW.

+ Qualitative assessment of the effects on any perennial or flowing waters, including discharge of
stormwater.

*  Number and type of water bodies that occur within the ROW with special management
designation and restrictions.

FLOODPLAINS
» Acreage of disturbance within floodplains.

» Presence of any permanent physical structures within floodplains, excluding areas of sheetflow or
shallow playa lakes.

WETLANDS AND WATERS OF THE U.S.
*  Number and length of WUS for which disturbance would be unavoidable.

* Number, acreage, and type of wetlands or special aquatic sites for which disturbance would be
unavoidable.

GROUNDWATER

» Qualitative assessment of the potential for accidental or intentional release of contaminants to
shallow groundwater.

Significant Impacts

For the purposes of this analysis, a significant impact on water resources could result if any of the
following were to occur from construction or operation and maintenance of the proposed Project:

» A spring were located within the representative ROW, was unavoidable during final design,
and was directly disturbed.

« Anintentional or accidental release of contaminants, including sediment, were to enter a
perennial or intermittent surface water.
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« Anintentional or accidental release of contaminants, including sediment, were to enter an
Outstanding Arizona Water or Outstanding National Resource Water.

» Anintentional or accidental release of contaminants were to impact an area of shallow
groundwater.

« A WUS, wetland, or special aquatic site were unavoidable and disturbed by the representative
ROW.

» Any permanent structures were located within floodplains with well-defined flow channels.

4.7.3 Impacts Analysis Results

No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, no additional ground disturbance would occur in the New Build Section.
Surface waters and wetlands in the analysis area would be subject to impacts from ongoing land
management and climatic trends like drought or climate change. Groundwater use would continue in a
similar manner to that observed at present. With regard to the Upgrade Section, even under the no action
alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines between the Apache and Saguaro substations
within the next 10 years, in accordance with Western’s 10-year capital improvement plan (Western
2012a).

Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives

The potential for accidental or intentional release of contaminants to surface waters and shallow
groundwater is common to all action alternatives.

CONSTRUCTION

Materials would be used during construction, including petroleum products (oil, gasoline, diesel) and
other hazardous materials, that are potential contaminants that could impact surface water or shallow
groundwater. The proposed Project includes control measures and BMPs that are intended to minimize
this risk (see table 2-7 in chapter 2). These are standard industry practices and are typically effective at
minimizing the risk for accidental release of contaminants to surface water or shallow groundwater when
implemented properly. The proposed Project does not include the intentional release of any potential
contaminants.

The most common contaminant from construction activity is the movement of sediment by stormwater
into nearby surface waters, due to ground disturbance. The proposed Project includes control measures
and BMPs that are intended to stabilize disturbed ground, control erosion from disturbed areas, and
prevent sediment from entering surface waters. The SWPPP(s) required to be prepared for the
construction activities would identify the specific structural control measures and BMPs to be
implemented. If implemented properly, as required under Section 402 of the CWA, these activities
minimize the risk for erosion and movement of sediment in stormwater.

BMPs and control measures are designed to be adapted to site-specific conditions. Some characteristics
encountered for individual route segments represent special conditions that could need to be specially
assessed. These are identified in the next section for each route group. Proposed structure locations should
incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid WUS and wetlands. Construction of access roads would likely
not impact wetlands if avoidance measures are incorporated. Specific wetlands or special aquatic sites
that could be impacted are identified under each route group.
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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Similar BMPs and control measures would be implemented during operation and maintenance, and
overall minimize the risk for accidental release of potential contaminants and erosion and movement of
sediment in stormwater due to ground disturbance.

If avoidance measures and BMPs are incorporated, then most WUS and wetlands would not be affected
by the operation and maintenance of the transmission line.

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation
SUBROUTE 1.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

There are no springs impacted for any segments within this subroute.

One segment contains several WUS (P2); all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do
not constitute significant impacts. No wetlands or special aquatic sites are impacted under this subroute
(table 4.7-1).

The Mimbres River is crossed by one segment within this subroute (P2). The Mimbres River has
intermittent flow and could have surface flow present during construction, which represents an increased
risk of potential contamination of surface waters. Construction activities in this area could require special
management practices or controls to minimize this risk.

Operation and Maintenance

The potential for delivery of sediment into the Mimbres River would be elevated after construction, but
with implementation of stabilization and revegetation measures, this potential would decrease over time.

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for two segments (P2, P3). These
floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.

SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE
Construction
There are no springs impacted for any segments within this subroute.

One segment contains several WUS (S8); all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do
not constitute significant impacts. No wetlands or special aquatic sites are impacted under this subroute.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for four segments (S5, S6, S7, S8).
These floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are five local alternatives available for route group 1: DN1, A, B, C, and D.

Table 4.7-1. Route Group 1 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data

Acres of Floodplains

Length of Number and
Total Number Perennial or and Number of Areas Length of Number and Special
- ; ; with Permanent Acres of +
Miles of Springs Intermittent Waters o Wus Status
Structures within Wetlands
(feet) - (feet)
Floodplain*
Subroute 1.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P1 5.1 0 0 0 0 0
P2 102.0 0 215 275.9 (16) 5(1,125) 0 Mimbres
River*
P3 31.1 0 0 235.7 (2) 0 0
P4a 8.7 0 0 0 0 0
Subroute 1.2,
Proponent
Alternative
S1 134 0 0 0 0 0
S2 11.1 0 0 0 0 0
S3 12.9 0 0 0 0 0
S4 10.6 0 0 0 0 0
S5 29.7 0 0 201.3 (4) 0 0
S6 7.4 0 0 9.9 (1) 0 0
S7 41.5 0 0 69.1 (4) 0 0
S8 14.6 0 0 22.1(2) 2 (439) 0
Route Group 1
Local
Alternatives
DN1 42,5 0 200 95.6 (8) 3(872) 0 Mimbres
River*
A 175 0 0 0 0 1(0.3)
B 12.2 0 0 0 0 0
C 9.0 0 0 27.1(2) 0 0
D 22.8 0 0 8.8(1) 2 (804) 0
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Table 4.7-1. Route Group 1 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data
(Continued)

Acres of Floodplains

Length of Number and
Total Number Perennial or and Number of Areas Length of Number and Special
- : ; with Permanent Acres of +
Miles of Springs Intermittent Waters O Wus Status
Structures within Wetlands
(feet) - (feet)
Floodplain*
Substations
and Staging
Areas
Proposed NA 0 0 54.5 (1) 0 0
Midpoint
Rep. Staging NA 0 0 6.1 0 0
Area S4
Rep. Staging NA 0 0 6.9 0 0
Area S6
Rep. Staging NA 0 0 4.1 0 0
Area S7

Note: NA = not applicable.
* Number in parentheses indicates number of floodplain areas that are in excess of 900 feet wide, which is the average space between pole structures.

" Includes areas of shallow groundwater, perennial or intermittent surface water, presence of impaired water, Outstanding National Resource Water,
Outstanding Arizona Water, or presence of special management area.

* The Mimbres River is an intermittent surface water. Surface flow may be present during construction.
Bold-faced items identify a significant impact.

Construction
There are no springs impacted for any segments within these local alternatives.

Two segments contain WUS (DN1, D) and one segment (A) contains a wetland; all of these WUS can be
spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not constitute significant impacts. The 0.3-acre wetland is a
freshwater pond within Kilbourne Hole in Dofia Ana County, New Mexico. Proposed structure locations
should incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid the wetland; therefore the presence of this wetland is
not considered a significant impact. This wetland is likely an upland swale where storm runoff within
Kilbourne Hole drains and provides temporary drinking water for cattle and possibly local fauna.
Construction of access roads would likely not impact the pond if avoidance measures are incorporated.

The Mimbres River is crossed by one segment within the local alternatives (DN1). The Mimbres River
has intermittent flow and could have surface flow present during construction, which represents an
increased risk of potential contamination of surface waters. Construction activities in this area could
require special management practices or controls to minimize this risk.

Operation and Maintenance

The potential for delivery of sediment into the Mimbres River would be elevated after construction, but
with implementation of stabilization and revegetation measures, this potential would decrease over time.

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for two segments (C, D). These
floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.
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SUBSTATIONS AND STAGING AREAS
Construction

There are no springs impacted for any substations or representative staging areas within this route group,
and no WUS, wetlands, or special aquatic sites are impacted.

Three staging areas would temporarily impact floodplains, but would be unlikely to have permanent
structures.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplain for the Proposed Midpoint Substation.
Placement of this structure would likely elevate flooding risk; permitting processes would ensure that
flooding risk remains within allowable levels. This is considered a significant impact; impacts would be
minor and long-term.

Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation
SUBROUTE 2.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

There are no springs impacted for any segments within this subroute.

Two segments contain WUS (P5b, P6b) and one additional segment contains two wetland areas (P7);
all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not constitute significant impacts (table
4.7-2). The two wetland areas impacted by segment P7 consist of the Willcox Playa and one additional
smaller wetland in Cochise County, Arizona (111.8 acres). The Willcox Playa is classified as a dry
ephemeral lake. It is located within the San Pedro Watershed and is known as a terminal or “interior
draining” basin, containing approximately 30,000 acres. Willcox Playa is also known to be a remnant of
the Pleistocene pluvial Lake Cochise. While the smaller wetland potentially could be spanned, Willcox
Playa would be unavoidable and would be impacted by construction disturbance; this is considered a
significant impact. Direct impacts associated with the wetlands include the construction of the
transmission line structures and temporary access roads. These impacts would be minor and long-term.
Proposed structure locations should incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid the smaller wetland.
Construction of access roads would likely not impact the smaller wetland if avoidance measures are
incorporated.

The Lordsburg Playa RNA is crossed by segment P5a, which has management restrictions on
authorization of new ROWSs.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for three segments (P5b, P6b, P7).
These floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.
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SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE

Construction

There are no springs impacted for any segments within this subroute.

Three segments contain WUS (E, F, I); all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not
constitute significant impacts, including the largest, which is the San Simon River. No wetlands or special
aquatic sites are impacted under this subroute.

The Lordsburg Playa RNA is crossed by segment E, and the Willcox Playa NNL is crossed by segment

Gc, both of which have management restrictions on authorization of new ROWSs.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for five segments (E, F, Ga, Gb, Gc).
These floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.

Table 4.7-2. Route Group 2 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data

Acres of Floodplains

Length of and Number of Areas Number and Number .
Total Number of Perennial or . Special
- : ) with Permanent Length of WUS and Acres of +
Miles  Springs  Intermittent Waters L Status
Structures within (feet) Wetlands
(feet) -
Floodplain
Subroute 2.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P4b 14.0
P4c 1.9 0 0
P5a 9.6 0 0 0 Lordsburg
Playa*
P5b 21.1 0 0 9.2(2) 1(212) 0
P6a 0.9 0 0 19 0 0
P6b 225 0 0 55.2 (4) 2 (506) 0
P6c 2.8 0 0 0 0 0
P7 223 0 0 116 (2) 0 2 (111.8)
P8 0.5 0 0 0 0 0
Subroute 2.2,
Proponent
Alternative
E 318 0 0 6.6 (1) 1(228) 0 Lordsburg
Playa*
F 25.3 0 0 50.3 (4) 1(341) 0
Ga 25.7 0 0 192.7 (5) 0 0
Gb 1.0 0 0 3.6(1) 0 0
Gc 7.4 0 0 9.8 (2) 0 0 Willcox
Playa®
| 23 0 0 2.0 1(231) 0
J 2.3 0 0 0 0
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Table 4.7-2. Route Group 2 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data
(Continued)

Length of Acres of Floodplains

Total Number of Perennial or and Number of Areas Number and Number Special
. . ) with Permanent Length of WUS and Acres of p t
Miles  Springs Intermittent Waters o Status
Structures within (feet) Wetlands
(feet) A
Floodplain*
Route Group 2
Local
Alternatives
LD1 35.4 0 0 89.7 (1) 3(4,788) 0
LD2 9.6 0 0 0 0 0
LD3a 27.9 0 0 0 0 0
LD3b 1.9 0 0 0 0 0
LD4 51.7 0 0 117.4 (7) 4(1,728) 0
LD4-Option 4 6.5 0 0 0 0 0
LD4-Option 5 12.3 0 0 11.6 1 (200) 0
WC1 14.8 0 0 142.2 (3) 0 0
Substations
and Staging
Areas
Rep. Staging NA 0 0 15.9 0 0
Area Ga

Note: NA = not applicable.
* Number in parentheses indicates number of floodplain areas that are in excess of 900 feet wide, which is the average space between pole structures.

"Includes areas of shallow groundwater, perennial or intermittent surface water, presence of impaired water, Outstanding National Resource Water,
Outstanding Arizona Water, or presence of special management area.

¥ Management direction for the Lordsburg Playa RNA excludes authorization of new ROWSs.
8 Management direction for the Willcox Playa NNL excludes authorization of new ROWs.
Bold-faced items identify a significant impact.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are seven local alternatives available for route group 2: LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option
4, and WC1.

Construction
There are no springs impacted for any segments within the local alternatives.

Three segments contain WUS (LD1, LD4, LD4-Option 5); with the exception of LD1, all of these WUS
can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not constitute significant impacts. Segment LD1 roughly
parallels Stein’s Creek for almost 1 mile, and it is not clear that this WUS could be avoided; therefore this
represents a significant impact. This impact would be minor to moderate and long-term. No wetlands or
special aquatic sites are impacted under this subroute.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for two segments (LD1, WC-1). These
floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.
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SUBSTATIONS AND STAGING AREAS
Construction

There are no springs impacted for any substations or representative staging areas within this route group,
and no WUS are impacted.

One staging area would temporarily impact floodplains, but would be unlikely to have permanent
structures.

Operation and Maintenance

There are no permanent impacts to floodplains from substations or staging areas.
Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation
SUBROUTE 3.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

There are no springs impacted for any segments within this subroute.

Three segments contain WUS (Ula, U2, U3a), and two wetland areas are also present within the ROW
(U2); all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not constitute significant impacts,
including the San Pedro River (table 4.7-3). The wetlands consist of a 2.4-acre freshwater pond within the
Ash Creek—San Pedro River complex and a 0.7-acre riverine segment in Graham County, Arizona.
Proposed structure locations should incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid the wetlands; therefore the
presence of these wetlands is not considered a significant impact. Construction of access roads would
likely not impact the pond if avoidance measures are incorporated.

Table 4.7-3. Route Group 3 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data

Length of Acres of Floodplains

Number ) and Number of Areas Number and  Number and .
Tc_)tal of Per'ennlal or with Permanent Length of WUS Acres of Spemafl
Miles ; Intermittent Waters o Status
Springs Structures within (feet) Wetlands
(feet) A
Floodplain*
Subroute
3.1,
Proponent
Preferred
Ula 16.1 0 0 0 2 (518) 0
Ulb 2.9 0 0 0 0 0
u2 15.8 0 157 29.4 (2) 4 (642) 2 (3.05) San Pedro
River*
U3a 35.6 0 0 6.6 1 (150) 0 Cienega
Creek®
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Table 4.7-3. Route Group 3 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data
(Continued)

Length of Acres of Floodplains

Total Number Perennial or and Number of Areas Number and  Number and Special
- of ) with Permanent Length of WUS Acres of P +
Miles : Intermittent Waters i Status
Springs Structures within (feet) Wetlands
(feet) A
Floodplain*
Route Group
3 Local
Alternative
H 19.3 0 409 47.7 (5) 2 (563) 1(2.7) San Pedro
River*

* Number in parentheses indicates number of floodplain areas that are in excess of 900 feet wide, which is the average space between pole structures.

" Includes areas of shallow groundwater, perennial or intermittent surface water, presence of impaired water, Outstanding National Resource Water,
Outstanding Arizona Water, or presence of special management area.

¥ The San Pedro River is a perennial surface water. Surface flow is likely to be present during construction. The San Pedro River also has an impaired
water designation in the analysis area. The area around the San Pedro River also exhibits shallow groundwater (less than 20 feet bgs).

E Cienega Creek is an intermittent surface water. Surface flow may be present during construction. Cienega Creek is also a designated Outstanding
Arizona Water.

The San Pedro River is crossed by one segment within the subroute (U2). The San Pedro River has
perennial flow and is likely to surface flow present during construction, which represents an increased risk
of potential contamination of surface waters. In addition, the area near the San Pedro River exhibits very
shallow groundwater, which represents an increased risk of potential contamination of groundwater.
Construction activities in this area could require special management practices or controls to minimize this
risk.

Cienega Creek is crossed by one segment within the subroute (U3a). Cienega Creek has intermittent flow
and may have surface flow present during construction, which represents an increased risk of potential
contamination of surface waters. In addition, Cienega Creek has been designated an Outstanding Arizona
Water. There are additional restrictions associated with obtaining an AZPDES stormwater permit because
of the presence of the Outstanding Arizona Water, which has strict anti-degradation standards.
Construction activities are very likely to require special management practices or controls to minimize this
risk, and likely would also have to be reviewed and approved by the ADEQ prior to issuance of the permit.

Operation and Maintenance

The potential for delivery of sediment into the San Pedro River and Cienega Creek would be elevated
after construction, but with implementation of stabilization and revegetation measures, this potential
would decrease over time.

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for one segment (U2). These
floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There is one local alternative for route group 3: local alternative H.
Construction

There are no springs impacted by local alternative H.
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Two WUS and one wetland area are contained in local alternative H; all of these WUS can be spanned or
otherwise avoided, and do not constitute significant impacts, including the San Pedro River. The wetland
area is a 2.7-acre riverine segment associated with the Ash Creek—San Pedro River complex. Proposed
structure locations should incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid the WUS; therefore the presence of
these wetlands is not considered a significant impact. Construction of access roads would likely not
impact the WUS if avoidance measures are incorporated.

The San Pedro River is crossed by local alternative H. The San Pedro River has perennial flow and is
likely to surface flow present during construction, which represents an increased risk of potential
contamination of surface waters. In addition, the area near the San Pedro River exhibits very shallow
groundwater, which represents an increased risk of potential contamination of groundwater. Construction
activities in this area could require special management practices or controls to minimize this risk.

Operation and Maintenance

The potential for delivery of sediment into the San Pedro River would be elevated after construction, but
with implementation of stabilization and revegetation measures, this potential would decrease over time.

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for local alternative H. These
floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation
SUBROUTE 4.1 — PROPONENT PREFERRED
Construction

There are no springs impacted for any segments within this subroute.

Five segments contain WUS (U3c, U3d, U3h, U3i, U3k) and four additional segments contain wetland
areas (U3b, U3c, U3g, U3h); all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not constitute
significant impacts, including multiple crossings of the Santa Cruz River (table 4.7-4). All four riverine
segments are part of the Julian Wash—Santa Cruz River complex in Pima County, Arizona. The total
acreage for all four segments is 2.19 acres. Proposed structure locations should incorporate avoidance and
BMPs to avoid the riverine segments; therefore the presence of these wetlands is not considered a
significant impact. Construction of access roads would likely not impact the riverine segments if
avoidance measures are incorporated.

Table 4.7-4. Route Group 4 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data

Length of Acres of Floodplains and
Total Number of Perennial or Number of Areas with Number and Number Special
- : . Length of WUS and Acres t
Miles Springs Intermittent Waters ~ Permanent Structures Status
L . (feet) of Wetlands
(feet) within Floodplain*
Subroute 4.1,
Proponent
Preferred
U3b 0.5 0 0 0.6 0 1(0.6)
U3c 1.0 0 0 3.6(1) 2 (361) 1(0.5)
u3sd 34 0 0 22 1 (48) 0
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Table 4.7-4. Route Group 4 Groundwater, Surface Water, and Wetlands Resource Inventory Data
(Continued)

Length of Acres of Floodplains and Number and Number
Total Number of Perennial or Number of Areas with Special
- : . Length of WUS and Acres t
Miles Springs Intermittent Waters  Permanent Structures Status
L ] (feet) of Wetlands
(feet) within Floodplain*
U3e 0.9 0 0 6.1 0 0
u3f 0.7 0 0 0.5(1) 0 0
U3g 0.9 0 0 8.0 (1) 0 0
ush 11 0 0 7.1(2) 1(181) 1(0.6)
U3i 18.2 0 0 94.5 (6) 1 (244) 1(0.5)
uU3gj 0.9 0 0 15.9 (1) 0 0
U3k 16.7 0 0 136.8 (2) 1(178) 0
U3l 16 0 0 0 0 0
U3m 0.6 0 0 0 0 0
U4 1.9 0 0 0 0 0
Route Group 4
Local
Alternatives
MA1 11 0 0 19.0 (1) 0 0
TH1la 14 0 0 3.1 0 0
TH1b 16 0 0 0 0 0
TH1c 0.3 0 0 0.1 0 0
TH1-Option 1.0 0 0 15(Q) 0 0
TH3-Option A 0.8 0 0 2.9 1(219) 1(2.1)
TH3-Option B 0.8 0 0 13.9 (1) 1(867) 0
TH3-Option C 1.8 0 0 10.8 (1) 2(1,733) 1(4.9)
TH3a 2.7 0 0 35 1 (246) 1(0.2)
TH3b 4.5 0 0 46.6 (4) 1(6,329) 2 (26.4)
Substations and
Staging Areas
Marana NA 0 0 0.2(1) 0 0
Substation
Expansion
Rep. Staging NA 0 0 20.3 0 0
Area 13

Note: NA = not applicable.
* Number in parentheses indicates number of floodplain areas that are in excess of 900 feet wide, which is the average space between pole structures.

" Includes areas of shallow groundwater, perennial or intermittent surface water, presence of impaired water, Outstanding National Resource Water,
Outstanding Arizona Water, or presence of special management area.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for seven segments (U3c, U3f-U3k).
These floodplain areas largely consist of areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very
shallow water. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact.
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LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are 10 local alternatives for route group 4: MA1, TH1a, TH1b, TH1c, TH1-Option, TH3a, TH3b,
TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, and TH3-Option C.

Construction
There are no springs impacted for any segments within these local alternatives.

Five segments contain WUS (TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, TH3-Option C, TH3a, TH3b) and four
additional segments contain wetland areas (TH3-Option A, TH3-Option C, TH3a, TH3b); with the
exception of segment TH3b, all of these WUS can be spanned or otherwise avoided, and do not constitute
significant impacts. Segment TH3b roughly parallels the Santa Cruz River for approximately 4.5 miles.
The constraints on pole placement within this ROW are such that impacts to the Santa Cruz River would
be unavoidable; this is considered a significant impact. These impacts would be minor to moderate and
long-term. Several local alternatives contain riverine segments and one wetland associated with the Julian
Wash-Santa Cruz River complex in Pima County, Arizona. The total acreage for all four riverine
segments is 33.6 acres. Also, within local alternative TH3b is a 0.4-acre wetland. With the exception of
segment TH3b, proposed structure locations should incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid the WUS
and the wetland; therefore the presence of these wetlands is not considered a significant impact. Segment
TH3b parallels the riverine wetland segments along the Santa Cruz River and impacts within this area
would be unavoidable; this is considered a significant impact. These impacts would be minor to moderate
and long-term. Construction of access roads would likely not impact the WUS or the wetland if avoidance
measures are incorporated.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplains for four segments (MAZ1, TH3-Option
B, TH3-Option C, TH3b). With the exception of segment TH3b, these floodplain areas largely consist of
areas of sheetflow or overbank areas that would likely have very shallow water, or are urbanized
watersheds. Placement of permanent structures within these areas does not elevate flooding risk or
represent a significant impact. Segment TH3b would include the placement of multiple structures within
the floodplain and defined channel of the Santa Cruz River; permitting processes would ensure that
flooding risk remains within allowable levels. This is considered a significant impact. These impacts
would be minor and long-term.

SUBSTATIONS AND STAGING AREAS
Construction

There are no springs impacted for any substations or representative staging areas within this route group,
and no WUS are impacted.

One staging area would temporarily impact floodplains, but would be unlikely to have permanent
structures.

Operation and Maintenance
Permanent structures are likely to be located within the floodplain for the Marana substation. Placement

of this structure would likely elevate flooding risk; permitting processes would ensure that flooding risk
remains within allowable levels. This is considered a significant impact.
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Agency Preferred Alternative

As described in “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives,” the Agency Preferred Alternative would
involve implementation of BMPs and control measures. If implemented properly, these activities
minimize the risk for erosion and movement of sediment in stormwater, as well as the potential for spills
or release of hazardous substances that could impact groundwater. Further, proposed structure locations
should incorporate avoidance and BMPs to avoid WUS and wetlands. The only significant impacts
identified involve areas where impacts to WUS or wetlands are unavoidable, and where permanent
structures would be placed within certain floodplains.

Within the New Build Section of the Agency Preferred Alternative, the proposed Midpoint North
substation would be required under the Agency Preferred Alternative; this substation would have
significant impacts from permanent structures unavoidably located within a floodplain, which is not the
case for the Proponent Alternative (subroutes 1.2 and 2.2). By using segment LD4, the Agency Preferred
Alternative avoids significant impacts to WUS along Stein’s Creek which would be unavoidable under
segment LD1, which parallels Stein’s Creek for approximately 1 mile. However, by using segment P7,
the Agency Preferred Alternative has unavoidable significant impacts to WUS associated with Willcox
Playa. Although this segment follows an existing transmission line around the east side of the playa,
expansion of the utility corridor would unavoidably impact WUS.

Within the Upgrade Section of the Agency Preferred Alternative, the proposed Marana Substation
expansion would be required under the Agency Preferred Alternative; this substation expansion would
have significant impacts from permanent structures unavoidably located within a floodplain; however, no
alternative route exists that would avoid these impacts. By using the Agency Preferred Alternative
segments west of Sentinel Peak (TH1a and TH1-Option), the Agency Preferred Alternative avoids
significant impacts to WUS and floodplains along the Santa Cruz River. These impacts would be
unavoidable under all TH3 segments, which parallels the Santa Cruz River for approximately 7 miles.

Additional Mitigation Measures

As indicated in the impact analysis, proponent-committed BMPs and controls are largely effective, if
properly implemented, at reducing the risk of accidental discharge of pollutants, including sediment, into
WUS. No additional mitigation measures are considered.

Permitting requirements, such as under Section 404 of the CWA, are sufficient to reduce impacts to the
extent possible within wetlands and special aquatic sites. Additional mitigation could be applied during
this permitting process to offset, compensate, or reduce impacts to wetlands or special aquatic sites.

Residual Impacts

Under CWA Section 404 permitting, required mitigation would be expected to offset or compensate for
impacts to wetlands or special aquatic sites. Residual impacts would be expected to be minimal.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

Unavoidable adverse impacts could occur from the placement of permanent substation structures within
floodplains. Permitting processes would ensure that flooding risk remains within allowable levels, but this
would still represent an unavoidable adverse impact. There are numerous floodplain areas where full
spanning of floodplains is not possible, based on initial design parameters. However, most of these
represent single pole structures in areas of sheetflow or very shallow flood flow, and permanent impacts
to floodplain function would not be expected.
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Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

Long-term productivity of water resources would be affected by any long-term change in water quality
attributable to the proposed Project. As indicated in the impact analysis, proponent-committed BMPs and
controls are largely effective at reducing risks that would cause these changes; therefore no impacts are
likely to affect long-term productivity.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

As indicated in the impact analysis, proponent-committed BMPs and controls are largely effective, if
properly implemented, at reducing the risk of accidental discharge of pollutants, including sediment, into
WAUS. There are unlikely to be any irreversible commitment of groundwater or surface water resources.

Disturbance of WUS, wetlands, or special aquatic sites would generally be mitigated through the CWA
Section 404 permitting process. However, there could be an interim time period when aquatic resources
have exhibited some temporary impact, before stabilization, restoration, or replacement would occur. This
time period would represent an irretrievable commitment of water resources.

Placement of permanent structures within the floodplain would represent an impact to floodplain
resources. However, floodplain permitting requirements ensure that the floodplains continue to function
for flood conveyance without undue harm to existing structures or landowners. Therefore, there are
neither irretrievable nor irreversible impacts to floodplain resources.

4.8 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

4.8.1. Vegetation

This section describes impacts to vegetation associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance
of the transmission line, substations, and ancillary facilities. Impacts to vegetation are discussed in terms
of impacts on vegetation communities, special status species, and noxious weeds. The impacts described
in this section are based on the vegetation analysis available in “Southline Resource Report 15:
Vegetation” (CH2M Hill 2013g), and presented in chapter 3. Direct (same time and place that the action
is performed) and indirect (later in time or farther from the initial action) effects, and short-term or
temporary ( 5 years or less) and long-term (greater than 5 years) or permanent (life of the Project, 50
years) impacts are evaluated relative to vegetation resources. Cumulative effects also will be evaluated;
impacts added to the impacts of past, present, and foreseeable future actions, regardless of the cause or
source of other impacts. The vegetation resources are partitioned into: (1) vegetation communities, (2)
special status species, and (3) noxious weeds and other exotic invasive plant species. Impacts could affect
each of those vegetation resources in different ways.

Methodology and Assumptions

ANALYSIS AREA

The analysis area for the purpose of evaluating effects and impacts to vegetation resources is the corridor
of the ROW, plus the footprints of substations and construction laydown areas located outside of the
ROW. The ROW for the New Build Section is 200 feet wide, and the ROW for the Upgrade Section is
150 feet wide. This analysis area is sufficient to identify vegetation resources that could be directly
impacted by ground disturbance during construction. The New Build and Upgrade Sections and route
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groups within those will be addressed separately for impact analysis. The New Build Section includes
route group 1: Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation, and route group 2: Hidalgo Substation to Apache
Substation. The Upgrade Section includes route group 3: Apache Substation to Pantano Substation, and
route group 4: Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation.

ANALYSIS ASSUMPTIONS

For this analysis, it is assumed that the Southline PPMs under section 8.3.12 of the POD would be
implemented to minimize, mitigate, and/or restore vegetation disturbance.

IMPACT INDICATORS
Vegetation Communities

The following indicators were considered when analyzing potential impacts to vegetation:
» Long-term loss of natural (native species dominated) vegetation communities or associations.
» Direct loss of wetland and/or riparian areas caused by degradation of water quality, diversion of
water sources, or erosion or sedimentation from altered drainage patterns.

Special Status Species

The potential for occurrence of special status species within the broader analysis area was categorized
using the following criteria:

* None - Project is well outside the known geographic and elevational range, or lacks suitable
habitat necessary for the species, or both. Plants with highly restricted ranges are considered to
have no potential to occur if the analysis area is outside its known range, even if the required
habitat characteristics are present onsite.

» Unlikely — Project could contain suitable habitat for this species but is outside its known
geographic and/or elevational range.

» Possible — Project is within the geographic and elevational range and has suitable habitat for the
species.

» Present — The species was observed during limited field investigations in 2012 for this Project by
CH2M Hill (CH2M Hill 2013g). A listing of special status plant species that have the potential to
occur within the analysis area are presented in table D-1 in appendix D.

The following indicators were considered when analyzing potential impacts to special status plant
species:

» Direct loss to any population of special status plants that would jeopardize the continued
existence of that population

» Loss to any population of plants or an activity that would result in a species being listed or
proposed for listing as endangered or threatened

Noxious Weeds

The following indicators were considered when analyzing potential impacts to native vegetation
resources:
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+ Introduction or increased spread of noxious weeds and other invasive exotic weed species into the
Project footprint and Project perimeter area

» Using the indicator listed above, each category for each phase of the Project (construction,
operations and maintenance, and decommissioning) would be analyzed as to how vegetation
could be an impact from this Project (e.g., acreage and linear feet of land colonized by non-native
species (change through time))

SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS

For the purposes of this analysis, a significant impact on vegetation could result if any of the following
were to occur from construction or operation and maintenance of the proposed Project:

» Long-term loss of riparian vegetation or sensitive plants; loss to any population of special status
plant species that would jeopardize the continued existence of that population

» Introduction or increased spread of noxious weeds per EO 13112 — Invasive Weed Species

» Loss to any population of plants that would result in a species being listed or proposed for listing
as endangered or threatened

» An activity that would result in a plant species being listed or proposed for listing as endangered
or threatened

» An activity that would result in an indirect loss of wetland and riparian vegetation, caused by
degradation of water quality, diversion of water sources, or erosion and sedimentation from
altered drainage patterns

Impacts Analysis Results

NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE

Under the no action alternative, the proposed Project would not be developed. No construction would take
place in the New Build Section, therefore, there would be no impacts to vegetation resources. Although
the existing transmission line would remain in place in the Upgrade Section, ongoing maintenance
activities would occur which could result in impacts to vegetation resources. Even under the no action
alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the existing lines between the Apache and Saguaro substations
within the next 10 year, per Western’s 1-year capital improvement plan (Western 2012a).

IMPACTS COMMON TO ALL ACTION ALTERNATIVES

Construction
New Build Section

The New Build Section would include construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line
as well as upgrades to and new construction of substations. All these activities would have the potential to
impact vegetation resources. Table 4.8-1 summarizes the plant associations within the representative
ROW. Tables 4.8-2 through 4.8-6 list the occurrence of each vegetation type and special status species in
each New Build Section. Eleven special status species have potential to be present within the proposed
New Build Section of these, three are listed as endangered by the State of New Mexico, three are listed as
sensitive by the BLM, and eight are listed as salvage restricted by the ANPL (three species are listed with
multiple statuses).
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Table 4.8-1. Relative Percentage of Cover within the Representative ROW of SWReGAP Plant
Associations

Plant Association Total Acres Area (%)
Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semidesert Grassland and Steppe 8,249.0 37.08
Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub 4,632.5 20.82
Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub 3,534.6 15.89
Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub 2,291.3 10.30
Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub 720.5 3.24
Chihuahuan Mixed Salt Desert Scrub 671.6 3.02
Agriculture 550.3 2.47
Developed, Medium to High Intensity 464.7 2.09
North American Warm Desert Active and Stabilized Dune 309.1 1.39
Sonora-Mojave Creosotebush-White Bursage Desert Scrub 230.1 1.03
North American Warm Desert Riparian Mesquite Bosque 91.0 0.41
Developed, Open Space to Low Intensity 78.2 0.35
Chihuahuan Sandy Plains Semidesert Grassland 64.1 0.29
Chihuahuan Succulent Desert Scrub 61.0 0.27
North American Arid West Emergent Marsh 59.6 0.27
North American Warm Desert Wash 40.0 0.18
North American Warm Desert Volcanic Rockland 36.5 0.16
Madrean Juniper Savanna 30.8 0.14
Sonoran Mid-Elevation Desert Scrub 21.7 0.10
North American Warm Desert Bedrock Cliff and Outcrop 19.8 0.09
North American Warm Desert Riparian Woodland and Shrubland 19.5 0.09
Barren Lands, Non-specific 13.9 0.06
North American Warm Desert Pavement 125 0.06
Mogollon Chaparral 114 0.05
Open Water 1.2 0.01
North American Warm Desert Playa 7.5 0.03
Madrean Pinyon-Juniper Woodland 6.4 0.03
Chihuahuan Gypsophilous Grassland and Steppe 4.9 0.02
Madrean Encinal 4.6 0.02
Inter-Mountain Basins Semidesert Shrub Steppe 1.8 0.01
Total 22,240.10 100

Vegetation Communities

All action alternatives would involve the removal of vegetation during construction activities resulting in
the direct loss of plant communities. The primary direct and indirect impacts to vegetation during
construction and operation and maintenance of the proposed Project would be associated with:
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« removal and/or crushing of natural, native-species dominated vegetation communities or
associations from construction of transmission lines, substations, temporary work areas, and
access roads;

» decreased plant productivity from fugitive dust; and

» plant community fragmentation.

Vegetation removal could have a variety of effects on vegetation communities ranging from changes in
community structure and composition to alteration of soil moisture or nutrient regimes. The degree of
impact depends on the type and amount of vegetation affected, and the rate at which vegetation would
regenerate after construction. Ultimately, these direct and indirect effects could reduce or change the
functional qualities of vegetation including habitat and forage. Fugitive dust from construction and
maintenance traffic has the potential to affect photosynthetic rates and decrease plant productivity.

Indirectly, removal of protective vegetation would also expose soil to potential wind and water erosion.
This could result in further loss of soil and vegetation, as well as increased sediment input to water
resources. There would also be indirect effects resulting from the fragmentation of connected vegetation
types. Edge areas have different microclimatic conditions and structure, which could lead to different
species composition than interior area. The introduction and colonization of disturbed areas by invasive
exotic plant species also would lead to changes in vegetation communities, including the possible shift to
more wildfire-prone vegetation that favors invasive exotic species over native species.

Much of the Upgrade Section occurs in urban areas where native vegetation has already undergone
disturbance and exotic plantings increase the presence of non-native species. Impacts to native plant
associations throughout these previously disturbed areas would therefore be minimal relative to open
country sections of the proposed route.

The proposed Project could have direct and indirect impacts on vegetation resources located within areas
disturbed by construction activity. These potential impacts would be mitigated through implementation of
PPM VEG-1, VEG-2, VEG-3, VEG-4, VEG-5, or VEG-6 (see Section 8-8 of the POD).

PPM VEG-1 states that vegetation disturbance would be minimized to the extent practicable.
The following mitigation measures would be employed:

» In construction areas where recontouring is not required, vegetation would be left in place
wherever possible, to avoid excessive root damage and allow for resprouting.

» In designated areas, structures would be placed or rerouted so as to avoid sensitive features or to
allow conductors to clearly span the features, within limits of standard tower design.

+ Blading for access roads would be minimized. Use of unimproved access via two-tracks or
maximizing overland travel to reduce the need for bladed access roads would be maximized in
order to minimize vegetation impacts and minimize erosion.

+ All ground-clearing/disturbance activities that could affect special status species or habitat would
be monitored. Where warranted, a qualified biologist would be retained to conduct pre-
construction surveys to minimize or prevent impacts to sensitive species or habitat.

PPM VEG-2 states that Southline would develop a reclamation and re-vegetation plan that would guide
restoration and re-vegetation activities for all disturbed lands associated with construction of the proposed
Project and its eventual termination and decommissioning. The plan would address all Federal and private
land disturbances. It would be developed in consultation with appropriate agencies and landowners, and
would be provided to these entities for review and concurrence. The plan would provide details on

topsoil segregation and conservation, vegetation treatment and removal, salvage of succulent species,
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re-vegetation methods, including use of native seed mixes, application rates, transplants, and criteria to
monitor and evaluate re-vegetation success.

PPM VEG-4 states that clearing of riparian vegetation would be avoided where possible, and restoration
of such impacted communities would be conducted. Natural regeneration of native plants would be
supported by cutting vegetation with hand tools, moving, trimming, or using other removal methods that
allow root systems to remain intact.

Compensatory mitigation could also be necessary where avoidance and restoration have been insufficient
in mitigating impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

PPM VEG-3 calls for a Special Status Plant Restoration and Compensation Plan. Special status plants,
including Pima pineapple cactus, would be restored by relocating plants and/or reseeding, replacing
topsoil with existing topsoil that was removed, and regarding in compliance with local ordinances (State
of Arizona, Pima County) and/or measures in the biological opinion, if an ESA Section 7 consultation is
required. Measures to restore special status plants would be implemented through the reclamation,
restoration, and re-vegetation plan.

A Compensatory Mitigation Plan would be developed to address any residual impacts following
application of the restoration/relocation plan. The plan would be developed in accordance with BLM
regulations and approval.

Preconstruction presence/absence surveys would be required in areas where Special Status Species are
expected to occur. In consultation with the BLM and Western, Southline would hire qualified biologists
to conduct preconstruction surveys in ground-disturbance areas within suitable habitat for appropriate
special status species and their habitats.

Noxious Weeds

PPM VEG-5 states that an invasive plant species management plan would be developed in consultation
with the BLM.

PPM VEG-6 states that equipment would be washed prior to entering work areas to minimize the spread
of invasive weed species.

Special Status Species

The primary direct and indirect impacts to special status species during construction and operation and
maintenance of the proposed Project would be associated with:

« removal and/or crushing of special status plants from construction of transmission line,
substations, temporary work areas, and access roads; and

» direct and indirect impacts on special status species from increased access by OHVs over newly
constructed transmission line access roads.

Vegetation removal could have a variety of effects on special status species ranging from alteration of soil
moisture or nutrient regimes to population loss to the extent that continued existence of the population is
threatened. Any changes to the habitats of special status species may negatively affect individuals of those
species, including altering soils, microenvironments, and introducing invasive weeds and increasing
wildfire potential.
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Pre-construction surveys for the species with the potential to occur in the ROW could allow direct
impacts to be avoided. Furthermore, application of measures PPM VEG 1-6 described above would be
used to mitigate these impacts, particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Impacts; and PPM VEG-
3: Special Status Plants Restoration and Compensation. Measures to restore special status species would
also be implemented through the reclamation, restoration, and revegetation plan (PPM VEG-2). Measures
that reduce ground disturbance and aid reclamation would also reduce any detrimental effects on sensitive
biological soil crusts. Specific mitigation measures for the protection of soil crusts are proposed in
section 4.5.

Application of BMPs to reduce the transfer of invasive species on construction vehicles (as directed under
PPM VEG-5: Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM VEG-6: Equipment Washing) should also
mitigate most direct and indirect impacts to special status species associated with the spread of noxious
weeds during construction. Adherence to measures included in these plans would result in only short-
term, minor impact to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

The primary direct and indirect impacts to noxious weeds during construction and operation and
maintenance of the proposed Project would be associated with:

+ introduction or increased spread of noxious weeds and other invasive exotic weed species; and

+ direct and indirect impacts on native vegetation and special status species.

The Project would directly affect noxious weeds through soil and native vegetation disturbance. Since
noxious weeds are typically effective competitors with native plants, disturbance of vegetative cover that
facilitates their introduction, spread and proliferation, could alter plant community composition, reduce
native plant species cover, and produce monocultures that could alter natural fire regimes. Noxious weeds
are often fire-adapted and so perpetuate increased fire risk once established or following a fire. If present
in the ROW, species like Russian thistle, kochia, and Lehmann lovegrass are heavily favored by
disturbance and could disperse seed across long distances. As infestations develop, they could displace
the herbaceous resident vegetation, reducing species biodiversity and transforming soil properties and
hydrology.

Some noxious weeds may exist in the region (for example, buffelgrass is a noxious species known to
occur outside the ROW in many route group segments) but may not be currently present in the proposed
Project footprint. An influx of vehicles and machinery from outside the representative ROW could
facilitate noxious weed introduction into the Project footprint. Because the rate of seed production and
seed dispersal (i.e., the likelihood of introduction) differs for each particular noxious and invasive species,
it is difficult to define the exact area that would be affected; thus, this impact is quantified as the ROW
perimeter.

Development of an Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM-VEG 6: Equipment Washing would be
applied in order to address impacts resulting from the introduction and spread of noxious weeds.

Upgrade Section

The Upgrade Section would include construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line as
well as upgrades to existing substations. These activities have the potential to impact vegetation
resources. In total, 22 special status species have potential to occur within the Upgrade Section (tables
4.8-7 through 4.8-11). Of these species, two are listed as endangered by the FWS, five are listed as
sensitive by the BLM, two are listed as sensitive by Coronado National Forest, three are listed as highly
safeguarded by the ANPL, 15 are listed as salvage restricted by the ANPL, and four are listed as SDCP
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species (seven species have multiple statuses). The Upgrade Section would consist of rebuilding an
existing transmission line, mostly within an existing ROW utilizing existing access roads, thus greatly
minimizing the amount of currently undisturbed vegetation potentially impacted. Much of the Upgrade
Section would occur within an urban setting with exotic plantings and irrigation and minimal native
vegetation component. Construction of the Upgrade Section would therefore have minor direct and
indirect impacts on native vegetation resources within areas disturbed by this activity, and minor short-
term impacts to exotic and cultivated plantings in back yard settings. Since most of the ROW for this
section of the line has been previously analyzed for impacts for the existing transmission line; additional
impacts would be limited to new ROW within this section. These impacts would be reduced through use
of PPMs VEG-1, VEG-2, VEG-3, VEG-4, VEG-5, or VEG-6.

Vegetation Communities

The Project would directly affect vegetation communities though the temporary trampling of herbaceous
vegetation, the partial removal of aboveground plant cover, and the complete removal of vegetation due
to rebuilding of the transmission line and associated aboveground structures, access roads, temporary
work spaces, and other Project facilities within the existing ROW. Direct impacts to vegetation
communities in the Upgrade Section would be the same as described above for the New Build Section but
at a reduced level since the construction activities are occurring within an existing disturbance area.
Indirect impacts to vegetation communities would be the same as described above for the New Build
Section but at a reduced level since the construction activities are occurring within an existing disturbance
area where communities have already undergone fragmentation.

Application of measures PPM VEG 1-6 discussed above would be used to mitigate these impacts,
particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Impacts; PPM VEG-2: Reclamation, Restoration and Re-
vegetation Plan, and PPM VEG-4: Vegetation Clearing. Adherence to these measures would result in
short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

The Project would directly affect special status species though the temporary trampling of species, the
partial removal of aboveground plant cover, and the complete removal of vegetation including special
status species due to rebuilding of the existing transmission line and associated aboveground structures,
access roads, temporary work spaces, and other Project facilities within the existing ROW. Direct impacts
to special status species in the Upgrade Section would be the same as described above for the New Build
Section but at a reduced level since the construction activities are occurring within an existing disturbance
area. Indirect impacts to special status species would be the same as described above for the New Build
Section but at a reduced level since the construction activities are occurring within an existing disturbance
area where communities have already undergone fragmentation. Application of measures PPM VEG 1-6
discussed above would be used to mitigate these impacts, particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation
Impacts, and PPM VEG-3: Special Status Plants Restoration and Compensation. Measures to restore
special status species would also be implemented through the reclamation, restoration and re-vegetation
plan (PPM VEG-2).

Application of BMPs to reduce the transfer of invasive species on construction vehicles (as directed under
PPM VEG-5: Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM VEG-6: Equipment Washing) should also
mitigate most direct and indirect impacts to special status species associated with the spread of noxious
weeds during construction.

Adherence to these measures would result in only short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
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Noxious Weeds

The Project would directly affect noxious weeds through soil and native vegetation disturbance associated
with the transmission line rebuild and associated upgrades to facilities. Direct impacts to noxious weeds
in the Upgrade Section would be the same as described above for the New Build Section but at a reduced
level since the construction activities are occurring within existing disturbance areas.

Development of an Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM-VEG 6: Equipment Washing would be
applied in order to address impacts resulting from the introduction and spread of noxious weeds.
Adherence to measures included in these plans would result in only short-term, minor impact to noxious
weeds.

Operation and Maintenance
New Build Section

Following Project construction, operation and maintenance of the new line and facilities would
commence. Operation and maintenance activities would consist of ground and aerial inspections,
vegetation management, electrical equipment repair, structure and conductor repair, off-road driving by
maintenance workers, and regeneration station operation and maintenance. These activities are expected
to result in minimal impact to vegetation resources. Due to the nature of much of the vegetation within the
analysis area and representative ROW, minimal vegetation management activities would be required to
maintain the operating transmission line, for example periodic vegetation trimming under the mid point/
low point of the conductor line. Aerial inspection would not have any impacts on vegetation resources.
Ground inspection on existing roads would not be likely to have any additional impacts, direct or indirect,
on vegetation resources if vehicle use were confined to within existing roadways. Repairs to the
transmission structures and conductors could have minor direct and indirect impacts on vegetation
resources within areas disturbed by this activity. Impacts would be reduced by implementing PPMs VEG-
1, VEG-2, VEG-3, VEG-4, VEG-5, or VEG-6, and restricting off-road driving.

Vegetation Communities

Routine operation and maintenance activities could introduce additional long-term chances for invasive
weed and wildfire threats to vegetation communities.

Application of measures PPM VEG 1-6 as discussed above would be used to mitigate these impacts,
particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Impacts, PPM VEG-2: Reclamation, Restoration and Re-
vegetation Plan, and PPM VEG-4: Vegetation Clearing. Adherence to these measures would result in
only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Routine operation and maintenance activities could introduce additional long-term chances for invasive
weed and wildfire threats to special status plant species.

Application of measures PPM VEG 1-6 as previously discussed would be used to mitigate these impacts
particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Impacts and PPM VEG-3: Special Status Plants
Restoration and Compensation. Measures to restore special status species would also be implemented
through the reclamation, restoration and re-vegetation plan (PPM VEG-2).

Application of BMPs to reduce the transfer of invasive species on construction vehicles (as directed under
PPM VEG-5: Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM VEG-6: Equipment Washing) should also
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mitigate most direct and indirect impacts to special status species associated with the spread of noxious
weeds during construction.

Adherence to these measures would result in only short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
Noxious Weeds

Routine operation and maintenance activities could introduce or reintroduce additional invasive weed
species in the long-term.

Application of PPM VEG-5: Development of an Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM VEG-6:
Equipment Washing would be applied in order to address this impact. Adherence to measures included in
these plans would result in only short-term, minor impact to noxious weeds.

Upgrade Section

Following Project construction, operation and maintenance of the upgraded line and facilities would
commence. Operation and maintenance activities and their associated impacts to vegetation for the
Upgrade Section would be similar to the ongoing operations and maintenance for the existing Western
Saguaro—Tucson and Tucson-Apache 115-kV transmission lines. Operation and maintenance activities
would consist of ground and aerial inspections, vegetation management, electrical equipment repair,
transmission structure and conductor repair, and regeneration station operation and maintenance. Direct
and indirect impacts resulting from operation and maintenance activities are expected to be the same as
described above for the New Build Section. Impacts would be reduced by implementing PPMs VEG-1,
VEG-2, VEG-3, VEG-4, VEG-5, or VEG-6, and restricting off-road driving.

Vegetation Communities

Routine operation and maintenance activities could introduce additional long-term chances for invasive
weed and wildfire threats to vegetation communities.

Application of measures PPM VEG 1-6 described above would be used to mitigate these impacts,
particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Impacts, PPM VEG-2: Reclamation, Restoration and Re-
vegetation Plan, and PPM VEG-4: Vegetation Clearing. Adherence to these measures would result in
only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Routine operation and maintenance activities could introduce additional long-term chances for invasive
weed and wildfire threats to special status plant species.

Application of previously described measures PPM VEG 1-6 would be used to mitigate these impacts
particularly PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Impacts and PPM VEG-3: Special Status Plants
Restoration and Compensation. Measures to restore special status species would also be implemented
through the reclamation, restoration, and revegetation plan (PPM VEG-2).

Application of BMPs to reduce the transfer of invasive species on construction vehicles (as directed under
PPM VEG-5: Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM VEG-6: Equipment Washing) should also
mitigate most direct and indirect impacts to special status species associated with the spread of noxious
weeds during construction.

Adherence to these measures would result in only short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
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Noxious Weeds

Routine operation and maintenance activities could introduce or reintroduce additional invasive weed
species in the long term.

Application of PPM VEG-5: Development of an Invasive Plant Management Plan and PPM VEG-6:
Equipment Washing would be applied in order to address this impact. Adherence to measures included in
these plans would result in only short-term, minor impact to noxious weeds.

Route Group 1 — Afton Substation to Hidalgo Substation
SUBROUTE 1.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 1.1 representative ROW acreage totals 3,567.5 acres. Total temporary disturbance, which
includes acres for structure sites, tensioning and pulling sites, and spur roads (associated with
construction activities), would result in nearly 23.1 percent of the representative ROW being disturbed.
Total permanent disturbance, which includes acres for access and structure foundations (associated with
operation and maintenance of the facilities), would result in nearly 6.1 percent being disturbed, or
approximately 822.6 acres and 216.6 acres, respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Segment P1 (proposed interconnection segment P1) extends approximately 5.5 miles southwest from the
Afton Substation in Dofia Ana County. Existing impacts to the cover type include transmission lines, gas
and oil pipelines, railroads, grazing, and road networks.

Subroute 1.1 is characterized by the following dominant plant associations: Apacherian-Chihuahuan
Mesquite Upland Scrub (76.8 acres); Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and
Steppe (1,426.1 acres); Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (640 acres); and
Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (944 acres) (see table 4.8-2).

Construction impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Since the subroute
already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional disturbance could be reduced by
adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation
communities.

Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species are considered to have the potential to occur along segments P1, P2, P3, or
P4; however, four sensitive plant species—Sneed’s pincushion cactus, dune pricklypear, Gregg night-
blooming cereus, and Parish’s alkali grass—have potential to occur in segments P2, P3, and P4.

Construction impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives. Adherence to mitigation
measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
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Table 4.8-2. Route Group 1 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data Showing Acres of each Vegetation Type in each Alternative Segment

Southline Transmission Line Project

1

Total
Miles

Segment
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8.5
0.5

12.0
22.3
43.0

11
0.3

0.0

12
14
1.9
15

4.8
2.1
2.9
18

3.1
0.5
0.2
3.3

2.4

9.8

5.8
16.0
29.4
62.6
26.5
58.7

1.3

0.3
0.6
0.2

2.7
20.8
11

4.0
2.2

1.6
2.9

1.4
2.0
1.9

25
2.7

0
29.1
0
0
10.6
0
14

103.5
618
220.3
2.7
121.1
90.5
79.6
102.8
80.7
42.3
36.3
17.3
58.1
197.7
104.4
16.1
3.3

0
45
0.2

0

0
0.7
0.4
3.6
0.6

0

0
0.1

40.2
29.7
43.9
0.1
1.6
2.1
458
0.7
0.7
3.1
2.4
4.0

0
0
0
0

5.3
0

10.5
423.3
175
31.6
46.9
94.2
91.7
62.1
144.3
42.0
415.7
7.4
147.2
92.8
99.1
78.3
135.1

1,120.6
243.3
162.2

0.4
4.3
6.4
10.9
342.6
61.9
543.7
284.9
764.2
6.5
12.3
114.6
380.1

111
194.2
311
15.4
104.3
62.1
105.0
14.7
47.5
1.6
6.2
4.5
12.1
94.6
13.0
0.8
35

0
5.6
0
42.4
12.7
5.8
20.9

51
102.0
311
8.7
13.4
11.1
12.9
10.6
29.7
7.4
41.5
14.6
425
17.5
12.2
9.0
22.8

Note: Data comes from SWReGAP GIS desktop analysis and not actual ground surveys.

Proponent
Preferred
Subroute
Proponent
Alternative
Alternatives
Chapter 4

Subroute
1.2,

1.1,
P1

P2

P3
P4a
S1

S2

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8
Route
Group 1
Local
DN1
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Table 4.8-3. Route Group 1 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data

Noxious

Special Weeds /

Status Invasive

Species Exotic

Weeds
Gregg
Sneed’s Night- Parish’s Invasive
Dune Pincushion  blooming Alkali Chihuahua Noxious Exotic
Segment Total Miles | Pricklypear Cactus Cereus Grass Scurfpea Weeds Weeds

Subroute
1.1,
Proponent
Preferred
P1 5.1 X X X
Subroute
1.2,
Proponent
Alternative
S1 134 X X X X
S2 111 X X X X
S3 12.9 X X X X
S4 10.6 X X X X
S5 29.7 X X X X
S6 7.4 X X X X
S7 41.5 X X X X X
S8 14.6 X X X X X
Route
Group 1
Local
Alternatives
DN1 42.5 X X X X
A 175 X X X X
B 12.2 X X X X
C 9.0 X X X X
D 22.8 X X X X X

Noxious Weeds

African rue and starthistle are the primary noxious weeds of concern across the Afton to Hidalgo route
group. Based on brief, one-time site visits (and without protocol-level surveys), none of these species
were observed in sections P1, P2, P3, or P4. Some exotic invasive species, not classified noxious, were
found in P1, P2, P3, and P4a, including Russian thistle, filaree, and mustards. The invasive exotics

Lehmann lovegrass and kochia also occur in the region, and readily colonize disturbed soils.

Construction impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be
the same as described in “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation

measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to noxious weeds.
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Operation and Maintenance

Total permanent disturbance within subroute 1.1 would result in nearly 6.1 percent of the representative
ROW being disturbed, or approximately 216.6 acres.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”
Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional disturbance
could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts
to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Operation impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would
be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation
measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to special status species.

Noxious Weeds

Operation impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be
the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to noxious weeds.
SUBROUTE 1.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE
Construction

Subroute 1.2 (segments S1 through S8) comprises the primary alternative route, following a path close to
the international border from Afton to Hachita and then heading north to Lordsburg. The total length is
141 miles and 3,424.1 acres. The majority of the segments are currently impacted by grazing, and a
variety of gravel and dirt roads. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in nearly
23.1 percent of the representative ROW being disturbed and total permanent disturbance would result in
nearly 5.8 percent being disturbed, or approximately 790.1 acres and 198.6 acres, respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Segments S1, S2, SE, and S4 are characterized by the following dominant vegetation communities:
Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (570 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed
Desert and Thorn Scrub (904.3 acres), Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (645.9 acres),
and North American Warm Desert Active and Stabilized Dune (113.8 acres) plant associations (see table
4.8-2). In addition to smaller amounts of the associations found in segments S1-S4, segments S5-S8 are
also characterized by large percentages of Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and
Steppe (1,233.1 acres). The majority of the segments are currently impacted by grazing and a variety of
gravel and dirt roads.

Construction impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
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Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species are considered to have the potential to occur along the Afton to Hidalgo route
group, within 2 miles of the Project footprint. Among the other sensitive listed plant species, the Sneed’s
pincushion cactus, dune pricklypear, and Gregg night-blooming cereus all have potential to occur
throughout the Afton to Hidalgo route group. Additionally, among non-ESA listed plant species, Parish’s
alkali grass has potential to occur within segment S8, and the Chihuahua scurfpea in segment S7

(see table 4.8-2).

Construction impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
Noxious Weeds

African rue and starthistle are the primary noxious weeds of concern across the Afton to Hidalgo route
group. Tamarisk was observed in sections S1-S8. Some exotic invasive species, not classified noxious,
were found in segments S1-S8, including Russian thistle, filaree, and mustards (see table 4.8-2).

The invasive exotics Lehmann lovegrass and kochia also occur in the region, and readily colonize
disturbed soils.

Construction impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be
the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Tamarisk is known to occur in segment S5. Tamarisk can disrupt the structure and stability of native plant
communities by outcompeting and replacing native plant species, salinizing soils, monopolizing limited
sources of moisture, and increasing the frequency, intensity, and effect of fires and floods.

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to noxious weeds.
Operation and Maintenance

Subroute 1.2 comprises 3,424.1 acres. Total permanent disturbance within subroute 1.2 would result in
nearly 5.8 percent of the representative ROW being disturbed, or approximately 198.6 acres.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to special status species.

Chapter 4 701



10

11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30

Southline Transmission Line Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to noxious weeds.
LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

There are five local alternatives available for route group 1: A, B, C, D, and DN1. Table 4.8-4 lists the
acres of disturbance proposed under the route group 1 local alternatives.

Table 4.8-4. Temporary and Permanent Disturbance Acreages for Route Group 1 Local Alternatives

Coca Atemmae OB ACTeswitin | JEROD ooy Do e
(percent of ROW) (acres) (percent of ROW) (acres)

A 422.9 23.2 98.0 4.2 17.8

B 2915 23.4 68.3 25 7.2

C 215.7 23.3 50.3 2.8 6.1

D 551.1 23.2 127.6 5.1 28.1

DN1 1,030.5 23.1 238.0 8.4 92.9

Source: Data comes from SWReGAP GIS desktop analysis and not actual ground surveys.

Construction

Table 4.8-4 lists the acres of temporary and permanent disturbance proposed under the route group 1 local
alternatives.

Vegetation Communities

Local alternative A is a short loop at the southeast end of the Project that would provide an alternative
connection between segments S1 and S3. The route is characterized by the Chihuahuan Stabilized
Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (197.7 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn
Scrub (92.8 acres), and Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (94.6 acres) plant associations
(see table 4.8-2).

Local alternative B is a loop on the south edge of the Project that would provide an alternative connection
between segments S3 and S5, going along the north side of segment S4. The route is characterized by the
Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (99.1 acres) and North American Warm Desert
Active and Stabilized Dune (58.7 acres) plant associations (see table 4.8-2). Local alternative C is another
short loop on the south edge of the Project that would provide an alternative connection between
segments S5 and S7. The route is characterized by the Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and
Thorn Scrub (78.3 acres) and Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (16.1 acres)
plant associations (see table 4.8-2). Local alternative D provides an alternative connection from the
subroute at segment S7 to the New Build Section at segment P5.

The route is characterized by the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe
(380.1 acres) and the Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (135.1 acres) plant
associations (see table 4.8-2). Local alternative DN1 provides an alternate route just north and parallel to
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segment P2. The route is characterized by Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-desert Grassland and
Steppe (764.2 acres), Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (58.1 acres), and
Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (147.2 acres) plant associations (see table
4.8-2).

Construction impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species are considered to have the potential to occur along route group 1, within 2
miles of the Project footprint. Among the other sensitive listed plant species, the Sneed’s pincushion
cactus, dune pricklypear, and Gregg night-blooming cereus all have potential to occur throughout the
Afton to Hidalgo route group. Additionally, among non-ESA listed plant species, Parish’s alkali grass has
potential to occur within local alternative C (see table 4.8-2). Local alternative DN1 has not been
surveyed but due to its close proximity to segment P2, special status species would likely be similar to
segment P2. Construction impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
Noxious Weeds

African rue and starthistle are the primary noxious weeds of concern across the route group 1. None were
observed within the route group 1 local alternatives. Some exotic invasive species, not classified noxious,
were found in the local alternatives including Russian thistle, filaree, and mustards (see table 4.8-2).

The invasive exotic Lehmann lovegrass also occurs in the region, and it readily colonizes disturbed soils.
Local alternative DN1 has not been surveyed but due to its close proximity to segment P2, special

status species would likely be similar to segment P2. Construction impacts to noxious species and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to noxious weeds.
Operation and Maintenance

Table 4.8-4 lists the potential permanent disturbance acres for the route group 1 local alternatives that
would result from operation and maintenance of the facilities.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”
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Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to special status species.
Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to noxious weeds.
Route Group 2 — Hidalgo Substation to Apache Substation
SUBROUTE 2.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 2.1 comprises 2,309.8 total acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in
nearly 23.2 percent of the representative ROW being disturbed and total permanent disturbance would
result in nearly 5.1 percent being disturbed, or approximately 534.9 acres and 118.5 acres, respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Subroute 2.1 comprises route segments P4 (4b and 4c), P5 (P5a and P5b), P6 (P6a, P6b, and Péc), P7 and
P8, local alternatives E, F, G (Ga, Gb, and Gc), I, J, and local alternatives LD3a, LD3b, LD2, LD1, LD4,
LD4-Option 4, LD4-Option 5, and WCL1.

Segment P4 is a segment of the proposed route from Lordsburg to the Apache Substation and is divided
into three subsegments (P4a is in route group 1). Route segment P4 extends south from the west end of
segment P2 to a point approximately 6 miles west-southwest of Lordsburg in Hidalgo County. The
subroute comprises 2,309.8 acres and is characterized by the following dominant plant associations:
Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-desert Grassland and Steppe plant association (1,059.9 acres),
Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (681.9 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert
and Thorn Scrub (233.2 acres), and Chihuahuan Mixed Salt Desert Scrub (114.5 acres). Segment P8
crosses the Willcox Playa (see table 4.8-5).

Construction impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species have potential to occur along route group 2 within 2 miles of the Project
footprint. Of the other sensitive plant species considered in this analysis, the Sneed’s pincushion cactus,
Gregg night-blooming cereus, Parish’s alkali grass, button cactus, devilthorn hedgehog cactus, Gregg
night-blooming cereus, playa spider plant, San Carlos wild-buckwheat, slender needle corycactus, varied
fishhook cactus, and Wilcox pincushion cactus have some potential to occur in segments P4—P8 (see table
4.8-5).

Construction impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to
mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
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Table 4.8-5. Route Group 2 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data Showing Acres of each Vegetation Type in each Alternative Segment
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Table 4.8-5. Route Group 2 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data Showing Acres of each Vegetation Type in each Alternative Segment (Continued)

1

%]
[}
c =S
=

E 3 ainnouby
= £
o E
o O
>0

= 0

g2

==

c

[}

£

(o]

[0

n

0.9
Chapter 4

0.2

1.1
27.0
1.0
6.9
0.9

12

12.4
2.2

0.4

135

8.1
6.7

22.1
0.1

0.1
6.2

11.0
1.0
0.6

13

1.6
7.6

27.9
2.1

42.3
79.4
28.3
4.0
0.5

1.0
0

115

45.7
211
3.7
263.6
51
14.0
115

210.8
35.9
137.2
18.4
419.4
314
68.9
0.3

261.0
172.5
401.7
27.1
297.2
99.4
152.8
251.8

171.9
3.8
17.0
399.1
17.0
48.3
85.3

69.3
13

354
9.6
27.9
19
51.7
6.5
12.3
14.8

Note: Data comes from SWReGAP GIS desktop analysis and not actual ground surveys.

Route
Group 2
Local
Alternatives
LD1

LD2
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LD4
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WC1
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Table 4.8-6. Route Group 2 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data
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Table 4.8-6. Route Group 2 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data (Continued)

Segment
Route Group
2, Local
Alternatives
LD1
LD2
LD3a
LD3b
LD4
LD4-Option 4
LD4-Option 5
WC1
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Noxious Weeds

Primary noxious weeds of concern in the region of the proposed Project in New Mexico are African rue
and starthistles. Tamarisk is known to occur in segment P5 and in the San Simon Creek vicinity (NIISS
2013) (see table 4.8-5). The primary noxious weed of concern in the vicinity of the Project in Arizona is
buffelgrass. This species is not currently known to occur within the analysis area. Hoary cress has been
documented in the Lordsburg vicinity (N11SS 2013). Other exotic, invasive species, including Russian
thistle, filaree, mustards, kochia, and Lehmann lovegrass occur throughout the Hidalgo to Apache region,
but these species are not classified as noxious weeds.

Construction impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be
the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Tamarisk can disrupt the
structure and stability of native plant communities by outcompeting and replacing native plant species,
salinizing soils, monopolizing limited sources of moisture, and increasing the frequency, intensity, and
effect of fires and floods.

Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
Operation and Maintenance

Subroute 2.1 comprises 2,309.8 total acres. Total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 5.1
percent being disturbed, or approximately 118.5 acres.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”
Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence
to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence
to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

SUBROUTE 2.2 - PROPONENT ALTERNATIVE
Construction

Subroute 2.2 totals 2,316.6 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in nearly
23.2 percent of the representative ROW being disturbed and total permanent disturbance would result in
nearly 6.3 percent being disturbed, or approximately 537.3 acres and 145.2 acres, respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Subroute 2.2 segments E, F, Ga, Gb, Gc, I, and J all provide alternative route connections. Segment E
runs just south and parallel to segments P5a and P5b. Segment F runs just north and parallel to segment
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P6b. Segments Ga, Gh, and Gc run west and parallel to segment P7, west of Willcox. Segment | and J are
very short alternatives at the intersection of segments P6b and P7. The subroute totals 2,316.6 acres and
all seven segments are characterized by the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland
and Steppe (885 acres), the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (887 acres), and the
Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (309.1 acres) plant associations (see 4.8-4).
These segments are currently impacted by a mixture of grazing, agriculture, railroads, transmission lines,
a pipeline, and a variety of roads.

Construction impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Since the subroute
already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional disturbance could be reduced by
adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation
communities.

Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species have potential to occur along the Hidalgo to Apache route group within 2
miles of the Project footprint. Of the other sensitive plant species considered in this analysis, the Sneed’s
pincushion cactus, Gregg night-blooming cereus, Parish’s alkali grass, button cactus, devilthorn hedgehog
cactus, Gregg night-blooming cereus, playa spider plant, San Carlos wild-buckwheat, slender needle
corycactus, varied fishhook cactus, needle-spined pineapple cactus, and Wilcox pincushion cactus have
some potential to occur in segments E, F, Ga, Gb, Gc, I, and J (see table 4.8-5).

Construction impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures
would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to
mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Primary noxious weeds of concern in the region of the proposed Project in New Mexico are African rue
and starthistles. The primary noxious weed of concern in the vicinity of the Project footprint in Arizona is
buffelgrass. This species is not known to occur along the study corridor. Hoary cress has been
documented in the Lordsburg vicinity (NIISS 2013). Other exotic, invasive species, including Russian
thistle, filaree, and mustards, kochia, and Lehmann lovegrass occur throughout route group 2, but these
species are not classified as noxious weeds (see table 4.8-5).

Construction impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be
the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation
measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Operation and Maintenance

Subroute 2.2 totals 2,316.6 acres. Total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 6.3 percent of the
representative ROW being disturbed, or approximately 145.2 acres.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”
Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional disturbance
could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts
to vegetation communities.
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Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence
to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence
to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There are eight local alternatives available for route group 2: LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD3b, LD4, LD4-Option

4, LD4-Option 5, and WCL1. Table 4.8-7 lists the acres of disturbance proposed under the route group 2
local alternatives.

Table 4.8-7. Temporary and Permanent Disturbance Acreages, Route Group 2 Local Alternatives

_ Total Acres within T_emporary T_emporary Eermanent Rermanent
Alternative Representative ROW Disturbance Disturbance Disturbance Disturbance
(percent of ROW) (acres) (percent of ROW) (acres)
LD1 857.5 23.1 198.1 6.4 55.2
LD2 233.2 23.1 54.0 8.6 20.2
LD3 677.5 23.1 156.5 4.3 29.3
LD3b 46.6 23.1 10.8 1.3 0.6
LD4 1,253.1 23.1 289.3 9.1 113.9
LD4-Option 4 156.1 23.2 36.2 9.1 14.3
LD4-Option 5 296.8 23.2 68.7 7.5 22.2
WC1 359.1 23.1 83.0 7.9 28.3

Source: Data come from SWReGAP GIS desktop analysis and not actual ground surveys.

Construction

Table 4.8-7 lists the acres of temporary and permanent disturbance proposed under the route group 2 local
alternatives.

Vegetation Communities

The local alternative segments are all characterized by the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-
Desert Grassland and Steppe, Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub and Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub plant associations. Existing impacts are associated with grazing,
agriculture, a pipeline, and a variety of roads including an Interstate highway across local alternative LD1.

Local alternative LD1 is characterized by the following dominant plant associations: Agriculture (69.3
acres), Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (171.9 acres), Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont
Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe (261.0 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn
Scrub (210.8 acres), and Chihuahuan Mixed Salt Desert Scrub (45.7 acres) (see table 4.8-5).
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Local alternative LD2 is characterized by the following dominant plant associations: Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe (172.5 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush,
Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (35.9 acres), and Chihuahuan Mixed Salt Desert Scrub (21.7 acres)
(see table 4.8-5).

Local alternative L D3a is characterized by the following dominant plant associations: Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (17.0 acres), Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert
Grassland and Steppe (401.7 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (137.2
acres), and Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (79.4 acres) (see table 4.8-5).
The alternative LD3b is characterized by the following dominant plant associations: Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe (27.1 acres), Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed
Desert and Thorn Scrub (18.4 acres) (see table 4.8-5). The alternative LD4 is characterized by the
following dominant plant associations: Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (399.1 acres),
Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe (297.2 acres), Chihuahuan
Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (419.4 acres), Chihuahuan Mixed Salt Desert Scrub
(263.6 acres, Chihuahuan Stabilized Coppice Dune and Sand Flat Scrub (28.3 acres), and Madrean
Pinyon-Juniper Woodland (22.1 acres) (see table 4.8-5).

The alternative LD4-Option 4 is characterized by the following dominant plant associations: Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (17.0 acres), Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert
Grassland and Steppe (99.4 acres) and Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub

(31.4 acres) (see table 4.8-5). The alternative LD4-Option 5 is characterized by the following dominant
plant associations: Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (48.3 acres), Apacherian-Chihuahuan
Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe (152.8 acres) and Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert
and Thorn Scrub (68.9 acres) (see table 4.8.5). The alternative WCL1 is characterized by the following
dominant plant associations: Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (85.3 acres), Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe (251.8 acres) (see table 4.8-5). Construction
impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the
same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Since the subroute already has a
significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional disturbance could be reduced by adherence to
mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species have potential to occur along route group 2. Of the other sensitive plant
species considered in this analysis, the Sneed’s pincushion cactus, Gregg night-blooming cereus, Parish’s
alkali grass, button cactus, devilthorn hedgehog cactus, Gregg night-blooming cereus, playa spider plant,
San Carlos wild-buckwheat, slender needle corycactus, varied fishhook cactus, needle-spined pineapple
cactus, and Wilcox pincushion cactus have some potential to occur in segments LD1, LD2, LD3a, LD3b,
LD4, LD4-Option 4, LD4-Option 5, an WC1 (see table 4.8-5). Construction impacts to special status
species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for
“Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-
term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Primary noxious weeds of concern in the region of the proposed Project in New Mexico are African rue
and starthistles. Tamarisk could be present on segment LD1. The primary noxious weed of concern in the
vicinity of the Project in Arizona is buffelgrass. This species is not known to occur along the Project
footprint. Hoary cress has been documented in the Lordsburg vicinity (NIISS 2013), and it could be
present on local alternative LD3a. Other exotic, invasive species, including Russian thistle, filaree,
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mustards, kochia, and Lehmann lovegrass occur throughout the route group 2, but these species are not
classified as noxious weeds (see table 4.8-5).

Construction impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be
the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation
measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Operation and Maintenance

Table 4.8-7 lists the potential permanent disturbance acres for the route group 2 local alternatives that
would result from operation and maintenance of the facilities.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”
Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional disturbance
could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts
to vegetation communities. Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence
to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species and implementation and effects of mitigation
measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence
to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Route Group 3 — Apache Substation to Pantano Substation

SUBROUTE 3.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Construction

Subroute 3.1 totals 1,278.6 acres and is 70.3 miles in length. Total temporary disturbance from
construction would result in nearly 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed and total permanent
disturbance would result in nearly 5.4 percent being disturbed, or approximately 358.7 acres and 68.7
acres, respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Subroute 3.1 comprises route segments Ula, Ulb, U2, and U3a. The subroute totals 1,278.6 acres and the
segments are characterized by the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe
(255.8 acres), the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (407.9 acres), and the Chihuahuan
Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub (132.3) plant associations (see table 4.8-8). Existing
impacts are associated with urban development, highways, ranches, grazing, agriculture, transmission
lines, and a railroad.

Construction impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
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Alternatives.” Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional
disturbance could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term,
minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species are considered to have the potential to occur along segments U1 and U3.
The Huachuca water umbel, listed as endangered under the ESA, has some potential to be present on
segment U2, if suitable habitat is available on this portion of the San Pedro River and where the Project
footprint crosses the upper portions of Cienega Creek. This species is known to be present on other parts
of the San Pedro River and along Cienega Creek. Of the other sensitive plant species considered in this
analysis, the broadleaf ground cherry, button cactus, devilthorn hedgehog cactus, magenta-flowered
hedgehog cactus, giant sedge, littleleaf false tamarind, needle-spined pineapple cactus, San Carlos wild-
buckwheat, San Pedro River wild-buckwheat, varied fishhook cactus, and Wilcox pincushion cactus have
some potential to occur in segments U1, U2, and U3 (see table 4.8-8).

Construction impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” In addition, the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if construction
activities alter riparian environments by increasing or decreasing watershed runoff, or by increasing
invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term,
minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

The primary noxious weed of concern in the vicinity of route group 2 is buffelgrass, which is not known
to occur in segments U1, U2, or U3. The exotic, invasive species Russian thistle, mustards, kochia,
Lehman lovegrass, and filaree occur throughout the route group (see table 4.8-8).

Construction impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and effects of
mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”
Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Operation and Maintenance

Subroute 3.1 totals 1,278.6 acres. Total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 5.4 percent being
disturbed, or approximately 68.7 acres.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance,
any additional disturbance could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in
only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives (page 146). In addition, the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively
impacted if construction activities alter riparian environments by increasing or decreasing watershed
runoff, or by increasing invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. Adherence to mitigation measures
would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.
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Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts
to vegetation communities.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There is one local alternative for route group 3-local alternative H.
Construction

This local alternative comprises 350.2 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result
in nearly 28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed and total permanent disturbance would result in nearly
8.1 percent being disturbed, or approximately 98.4 acres and 28.4 acres respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Local alternative H provides an alternative loop around the north side of Benson, Arizona, to connect
segment U1 with segment U3. This route comprises 350.2 acres and is characterized by the Apacherian-
Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub (198.1 acres), the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Piedmont Semi-Desert
Grassland and Steppe (62.8 acres), and the Chihuahuan Creosotebush, Mixed Desert and Thorn Scrub
(38.3 acres) plant associations (see table 4.8-8). Existing impacts are associated with a variety of roads,
ranches, grazing, agriculture, transmission lines, and a railroad.

Construction impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, any additional
disturbance could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term,
minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

The Huachuca water umbel, listed as endangered under the ESA, has some potential to be present on local
alternative H, if suitable habitat is available on this portion of the San Pedro River. This species is known
to be present on other parts of the San Pedro River. Of the other sensitive plant species considered in this
analysis, the giant sedge, littleleaf false tamarind, needle-spined pineapple cactus, San Carlos wild-
buckwheat, San Pedro River wild-buckwheat, varied fishhook cactus, and Wilcox pincushion cactus have
some potential to occur in local alternative H (see table 4.8-8).

Construction impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” In addition the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if construction
activities alter riparian environments by increasing or decreasing watershed runoff, or by increasing
invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term,
minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

The primary noxious weed of concern in the vicinity of route group 3 is buffelgrass, which is not known
to occur in local alternative H. Exotic, invasive species Russian thistle, mustards, and filaree occur
throughout route group 3 (see table 4.8-8).
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Construction impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation
communities.

Operation and Maintenance

This local alternative comprises 350.2 acres. Total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 8.1
percent being disturbed, or approximately 28.4 acres.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” Since the subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance,
any additional disturbance could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in
only short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” In addition the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if
construction activities alter riparian environments by increasing or decreasing watershed runoff, or by
increasing invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in
short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts
to vegetation communities.

Route Group 4 — Pantano Substation to Saguaro Substation

SUBROUTE 4.1 - PROPONENT PREFERRED

Route segments U3 (U3a, U3b, U3c, U3d, U3e, U3f, U3g, U3h, U3i, U3j, U3k, U3I, and U3m) and U4,
make up subroute 4.1.

Construction

Subroute 4.1 comprises 874.8 acres. Total temporary disturbance from construction would result in nearly
28.1 percent of the ROW being disturbed and total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 4.2
percent being disturbed, or approximately 246.2 acres and 36.9 acres respectively.

Vegetation Communities

Segment U3 extends from the junction with segment U4 northwest around Tucson to the Saguaro
Substation. This segment is characterized by the Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub plant
association, which covers about 36 percent of this subroute (322.1 acres). The Sonora-Mojave Creosote-
White Bursage Desert Scrub (3.2 acres) and the Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland Scrub plant
(3.2 acres) are also present in the segment (table 4.8-10). Low-, medium-, and high-density urban
development cover another 21 percent of this segment (125.3 acres). Existing impacts are associated with
urban development, agriculture, a variety of roads and highways, transmission lines, and pipelines.
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Table 4.8-10. Route Group 4 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data Showing Acres of each Vegetation Type in each Alternative Segment
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Table 4.8-10. Route Group 4 Vegetation Resource Inventory Data Showing Acres of each Vegetation Type in each Alternative Segment

Note: Data come from SWReGAP GIS desktop analysis and not actual ground surveys.
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Segment U4 provides a short segment of new construction to connect the proposed corridor to the Vail
Substation, near the Pima County Fairgrounds. This segment is characterized by the Sonoran Paloverde-
Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub plant association (31.4 acres).

Construction impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” The subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, most notably urban
development with accompanying exotic plantings and urban yards, therefore the relative portion of the
subroute that comprises native vegetation associations is reduced. Any additional disturbance could be
reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts to
vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

The Pima pineapple cactus, listed as endangered under the ESA, has potential to be present on the
southern parts of segments U3 and U4. This species is known to be present in this vicinity. Recent spring
surveys in 2013 have documented the Pima pineapple cactus between 1-19 and Davidson Canyon in the
existing Western ROW (Johnida Dockens, personal communication). Additionally, the Huachuca water
umbel, listed as endangered under the ESA, has slight potential to be present in segment U3, if suitable
habitat is present where it crosses arroyos that feed into Cienega Creek to the north of the Project
footprint. This species is known to be present along Cienega Creek. Of the other sensitive plant species
considered in this analysis, the desert barrel cactus, Engelmann pricklypear, giant sedge, littleleaf false
tamarind, magenta-flowered hedgehog cactus, needle-spined pineapple cactus, night-blooming cereus,
Pima Indian mallow, San Carlos wild-buckwheat, San Pedro River wild buckwheat, staghorn cholla,
Thornber fishhook cactus, Tumamoc globeberry, varied fishhook cactus, and hybrid Kelvin cholla have
some potential to occur in segments U3 and U4 (see table 4.8-11).

Construction impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” In addition the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if construction
activities alter riparian environments by increasing or decreasing watershed runoff, or by increasing
invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. The Pima pineapple cactus could be negatively impacted by
direct impacts to individuals and the vegetation community habitat, and by the establishment of invasive
weeds such as buffelgrass that increase wildfire. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-
term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

The primary noxious weed of concern in the vicinity of route group 4 is buffelgrass, which has been
documented in the Tucson vicinity (N11SS 2013). It is known to be present in segment U3, and likely to
occur in segment U4. Other invasive species in this route group include Russian thistle, filaree, and
mustards, but these are not classified as noxious weeds (see table 4.8-11).

Construction impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and effects
of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation
communities.

Operation and Maintenance

Subroute 4.1 comprises 874.8 acres. Total permanent disturbance would result in nearly 4.2 percent being
disturbed, or approximately 36.9 acres.
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Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” The subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, most
notably urban development with accompanying exotic plantings and urban yards, therefore the relative
portion of the subroute that comprises native vegetation associations is reduced. Any additional
disturbance could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term,
minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” In addition the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if
construction activities alter riparian environments by increasing or decreasing watershed runoff, or by
increasing invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. The Pima pineapple cactus could be negatively
impacted by direct impacts to individuals and the vegetation community habitat, and by the establishment
of invasive weeds such as buffelgrass that increase wildfire. Adherence to mitigation measures would
result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts
to vegetation communities.

LOCAL ALTERNATIVES
There are 10 local alternatives available for route group 4: TH1a, TH1b, TH1c, TH1-Option, TH3a,

TH3b, TH3-Option A, TH3-Option B, TH3-Option C, and MAL. Table 4.8-12 lists the acres of
disturbance proposed under the route group 4 local alternatives.

Table 4.8-12. Temporary and Permanent Disturbance Acreages for Route Group 4 Local Alternatives

_ Total Acres within T_emporary T_emporary P_ermanent P_ermanent

Alternative Representative ROW Disturbance Disturbance Disturbance Disturbance
(percent of ROW) (acres) (percent of ROW) (acres)

THla 25.7 28.1 7.2 1.2 0.3
TH1b 28.4 28.1 8.0 21 0.6
TH1lc 4.8 35.2 1.7 3.1 0.1
TH1 Option 17 29.2 5.0 0.9 0.2
TH3-Option A 15.1 28.1 4.2 5.8 0.9
TH3-Option B 14.5 28.8 4.2 4.4 0.6
TH3-Option C 29.3 314 9.2 8.8 2.6
TH3a 49.7 28.1 13.9 5.4 2.7
TH3b 81.4 28.2 23 4.0 3.3
MA1 19.0 29.4 5.6 1.6 0.3

Note: Data come from SWReGAP GIS desktop analysis and not actual ground surveys.
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Construction

Table 4.8-12 lists the acres of temporary and permanent disturbance proposed under the route group 4
local alternatives.

Vegetation Communities

The majority of the alternatives for route group 4, with the exception of MAL, are characterized by
Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub and Developed, Medium — High Intensity plant
associations. Existing impacts are associated with a transmission line, commercial and residential
development, and a variety of roads.

Local alternative TH1a is characterized by Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub (23.7 acres)
(see table 4.8-10). The alternative TH1b is characterized by Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub
(16.5 acres) and Developed, Medium - High Intensity (12.0 acres) (see table 4.8-10).

Local alternative TH1c is characterized by Developed, Medium - High Intensity (4.8 acres) (see table
4.8-10). The alternative TH1 Option is characterized by Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub
(7.7 acres) (see table 4.8-10). The alternative TH3-Option A is characterized by Sonora-Mojave
Creosotebush-White Bursage Desert Scrub (1.8 acres) and Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub
(13.3 acres) (see table 4.8-10).

Local alternative TH3-Option B is characterized by Developed, Medium - High Intensity (6.3 acres) and
Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub (6.2 acres) (see table 4.8-10). Local alternative TH3-Option
C is characterized by Developed, Medium - High Intensity (7.6 acres), Sonoran Mid-Elevation desert
scrub (1.5 acres), and Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub (20.2 acres) (see table 4.8-10).

The alternative TH3a is characterized by Developed, Medium - High Intensity (22.5 acres), Sonoran Mid-
Elevation desert scrub (1.7 acres), and Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed Cacti Desert Scrub (25.4 acres) (see
table 4.8-10). The alternative TH3b is characterized by Developed, Medium - High Intensity (72.8 acres),
Sonora-Mojave Creosotebush-White Bursage Desert Scrub (1.1 acres), and Sonoran Paloverde-Mixed
Cacti Desert Scrub (6.9 acres) (see table 4.8-10). Route segment MA1 is characterized by the Agriculture
plant association which accounts for over 99 percent of the acreage (19.0 acres) (see table 4.8-10).

The North American Warm Desert Riparian Woodland and Shrubland plant association accounts for the
remaining percentage of the acreage for this segment. Existing impacts are associated with agriculture,
canals, and dirt roads.

Construction impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” The subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, most notably urban
development with accompanying exotic plantings and urban yards, therefore the relative portion of the
subroute that comprises native vegetation associations is reduced. Any additional disturbance could be
reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term, minor impacts to
vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

No ESA-listed plant species are considered to have the potential to occur along local alternatives TH1a,
TH1b, TH1c, TH3a, TH3b, and TH1 Option. Of the other sensitive plant species considered in this
analysis, the magenta-flowered hedgehog cactus, night-blooming cereus, Pima Indian mallow, staghorn
cholla, Tumamoc globeberry, and hybrid Kelvin cholla have some potential to occur in local alternatives
TH1a, TH1b, TH1lc, TH1-Option, TH3a, and TH3b (see table 4.8-11).
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Construction impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and
effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” In addition the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if construction
activities alter riparian environments along arroyos feeding into Cienega Creek by increasing or
decreasing watershed runoff, or by increasing invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. The Pima
pineapple cactus could be negatively impacted by direct impacts to individuals and the vegetation
community habitat, and by the establishment of invasive weeds such as buffelgrass that provide increased
fuel for wildfire. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to
vegetation communities.

Noxious Weeds

The primary noxious weed of concern in the vicinity of route group 4 is buffelgrass, which has been
documented in the Tucson vicinity (NIISS 2013). It is known to be present in local alternative TH1a,
TH1b, TH1c, TH1 Option,TH3a, TH3b, TH3 (Options A, B, and C), and MAL. Two other noxious weed
species, field bindweed and hydrilla, have also been documented near the Santa Cruz River on the west
edge of Tucson (NIISS 2013) and could be present in local alternative TH3a. Other invasive species in
this route group include Russian thistle, filaree, and mustards, but these are not classified as noxious
weeds (see table 4.8-11).

Construction impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and implementation and effects
of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common to All Action
Alternatives.” In addition, bindweed, if present in the ROW, can spread prolifically, even when
aboveground portions of the plant are removed; continued maintenance is often required in order to
control the species. The greatest impacts from bindweed could be felt in adjacent agricultural lands,
particularly in segment MA1 which is predominantly agricultural; indirect impacts of the disturbance in
these areas could be reduced crop yields due to bindweed infestation. Hydrilla is an aquatic species that
will grow with less light and is more efficient at taking up nutrients than native species, therefore
outcompeting native aquatic species. Indirect impacts of hydrilla resulting from disturbance could be
effects to recreation and destruction of habitat. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-
term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Operation and Maintenance

Table 4.8-12 lists the potential permanent disturbance acres for the route group 4 local alternatives that
would result from operation and maintenance of the facilities.

Vegetation Communities

Operation and maintenance impacts to vegetation communities relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” The subroute already has a significant amount of existing disturbance, most
notably urban development with accompanying exotic plantings and urban yards, therefore the relative
portion of the subroute that comprises native vegetation associations is reduced. Any additional
disturbance could be reduced by adherence to mitigation measures that would result in only short-term,
minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Special Status Species

Operation and maintenance impacts to special status species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” In addition the Huachuca water umbel could be negatively impacted if
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construction activities alter riparian arroyo environments that feed in to Cienega Creek, by increasing or
decreasing watershed runoff, or by increasing invasive noxious weeds such as tamarisk. The Pima
pineapple cactus could be negatively impacted by direct impacts to individuals and the vegetation
community habitat, and by the establishment of invasive weeds such as buffelgrass that increase fuel for
wildfire. Adherence to mitigation measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation
communities.

Noxious Weeds

Operation and maintenance impacts to noxious species relating to the Upgrade Section, and
implementation and effects of mitigation measures would be the same as described for “Impacts Common
to All Action Alternatives.” In addition the aquatic noxious weed hydrilla might be easily introduced into
streams and ponds by transporting small pieces of the living plants on equipment, and noxious field
bindweed seeds are easily transported in soils on construction equipment. Adherence to mitigation
measures would result in short-term, minor impacts to vegetation communities.

Agency Preferred Alternative

Impacts resulting from the construction and maintenance of the Agency Preferred Alternative would be
similar to those described under “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

As described in “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives,” the Agency Preferred Alternative would
involve the removal of vegetation during construction activities resulting in the direct loss of plant
communities, potential impacts to special status species, and impacts associated with noxious weeds.

No ESA-listed species have the potential to occur within the New Build Section of the Agency Preferred
Alternative. However, the following sensitive species—dune pricklypear, slender needle corycactus,
devilthorn hedgehog cactus, Wilcox pincushion cactus, San Carlos wild-buckwheat, varied fishhook
cactus, playa spider plant, and Sneed’s pin-cushion cactus—have potential to occur along the Agency
Preferred Alternative (see tables 4.8-2 and 4.8-5). Additionally, some exotic invasive species, not
classified as noxious (including Lehmann lovegrass, Russian thistle, filaree, and mustards) occur
throughout the region of the Agency Preferred Alternative.

Within the Upgrade Section of the Agency Preferred Alternative, the Huachuca water umbel, listed as
endangered under the ESA, has some potential to be present along segment U2, if suitable habitat is
available on this portion of the San Pedro River. This species is known to be present on other parts of the
San Pedro River. Additionally, the Huachuca water umbel has some potential to be present in segment
U3, if suitable habitat is present where it crosses Cienega Creek. This species is known to be present on
other parts of Cienega Creek. The Pima pineapple cactus, listed as endangered under the ESA, has
potential to be present on the southern parts of segments U3 and U4. This species is known to be present
in this vicinity. Recent spring surveys in 2013 have documented the Pima pineapple cactus between 1-19
and Davidson Canyon in the existing Western ROW (Johnida Dockens, personal communication). Of the
other sensitive plant species considered in this analysis, the broadleaf ground cherry, button cactus,
devilthorn hedgehog cactus, desert barrel cactus, Engelmann pricklypear, magenta-flowered hedgehog
cactus, giant sedge, littleleaf false tamarind, needle-spined pineapple cactus, San Carlos wild-buckwheat,
littleleaf false tamarind, San Pedro River wild buckwheat, staghorn cholla, Thornber fishhook cactus,
Tumamaoc globeberry, varied fishhook cactus, night-blooming cereus, Pima Indian mallow, hybrid Kelvin
cholla, and Wilcox pincushion cactus have some potential to occur in segments U1, U2, U3, and U4 (see
tables 4.8-9 and 4.8-11).

The primary noxious weed of concern along the Upgrade Section of the Agency Preferred Alternative is
buffelgrass, which has been documented in the Tucson vicinity (NI11SS 2013). It is known to be present in
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segment U3, and likely to occur in segment U4. Other invasive species of concern along the Upgrade
Section of the Agency Preferred Alternative are Russian thistle, filaree, and mustards, but these are not
classified as noxious weeds.

Additional Mitigation Measures

As previously stated, the Southline PPMs under section 8.3.12 of the POD provides plans to minimize,
mitigate, and/or restore vegetation disturbance (PPM VEG-1 through PPM VEG-6).

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES

Additional ground-truthing field surveys will be conducted for any SWReGAP plant associations
(communities) that are considered to be environmentally sensitive, such as wetlands, riparian areas,
drainages, and special status species habitats, to confirm the presence and extent of such communities.

If any such sensitive plant communities are identified and documented, the first response would be a
determination on whether the sensitive community can be avoided. If avoidance is not possible, a
mitigation plan would be developed as needed for those vegetation communities, including options to
reduce impacts to those communities. Exclusion zones (at least 10 feet around the perimeter of the plant
community) would be delineated around any such plant communities and marked with flagging.
Construction monitoring shall be employed around any such sensitive plant communities, and the
biological monitor shall have the authority to halt any construction activity deemed intrusive and causing
impacts beyond those stated in the mitigation plan. Any changes in construction plans that occur after the
Project approval would require additional field presence/absence surveys for such sensitive plant
communities, would require a variance request from the BLM, and the above mitigation measures would

apply.
SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

Field presence/absence surveys would be conducted for special status species in locations where such
species are likely to occur within the Project ROW, and specifically locations where vegetation would be
impacted, prior to any actual impacts. Surveys would be conducted following established protocols by
qualified biologists approved by BLM. For example, pre-impact presence/absence surveys would be
conducted for the federally protected Huachuca water umbel and the Pima pineapple cactus within the
Project ROW of the final alternative Project route. Additional surveys also would be conducted for other
agency special status species within impact locations of the final Project ROW on an as-needed basis.
Exclusion zones (at least 10 feet around the perimeter of any individual special status plants) would be
delineated around any such special status species and marked with flagging. Construction monitoring
would be employed around any such special status plant species, and the biological monitor would have
the authority to halt any construction activity deemed intrusive and causing impacts beyond those stated
in the mitigation plan. Any actions affecting special status plant species found in Arizona must comply
with the Arizona Native Plant Law, permits may be obtained for salvage and/or transplanting. New
Mexico does not require such transplant actions for special status species. Any changes in construction
plans that occur after the Project approval would require additional field presence/absence surveys for
such special status plant species, would require a variance request from the BLM, and the above
mitigation measures would apply.

NOXIOUS WEEDS

Noxious weeds and other exotic invasive plant species would be inventoried by a qualified biologist in
the immediate proximity to any sensitive plant communities and any special status species populations.
Such a detailed noxious weed inventory would then provide information to supplement mitigation plans
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for sensitive plant communities and/or special status species habitats, to prevent the expansion of any

noxious weeds or other exotic invasive plant species into those locations. Any changes in construction
plans that occur after the Project approval would require additional field presence/absence surveys for
such noxious weeds and other exotic invasive plant species, would require a variance request from the
BLM, and the above mitigation measures would apply.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION

In addition to a Mitigation Plan that addresses additional mitigation for impacted species, a Compensation
Plan would be developed to meet BLM requirements and approval. The Compensation Plan would
include calculations of compensation ratios and mitigation acreages for special status plant species
requiring additional mitigation. Compensatory mitigation could include payment of an in lieu fee;
acquiring mitigation land or conservation easements; or a combination of the two.

Residual Impacts

Mitigation efforts would not alleviate all environmental impacts to vegetation. Despite attempts to
minimize temporary and permanent environmental disturbance to vegetation, minor short-term and long-
term impacts would occur.

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES

As efforts are made to minimize initial impacts to sensitive vegetation communities and special status
species, those impacts would be shifted to less sensitive communities and species. Revegetation would
produce vegetation communities similar to those disturbed, but actual species composition and vegetation
spatial patterns would likely differ from pre-impact conditions.

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

Special status species would be avoided or restored by relocating plants and/or restoring habitats.
Avoidance of individual plants would be the preferred approach to mitigation. Such restoration efforts
would help and would likely save individual special status plants, but restored habitats would likely be
different than the original natural habitats and transplanted special status plants would be moved to
different environments where survival rates may be greater or less than the natural setting. Efforts would
be made to monitor such mitigation efforts as outlined in the Proponent prepared/agency approved
restoration plan in order to verify the success or failure of such restoration efforts for special status
species.

NOXIOUS WEEDS

Mitigation efforts to prevent noxious and other exotic invasive weeds from colonizing disturbed soils
could possibly not be effective in some cases. In areas where some noxious weeds are particularly likely
to have indirect effects on sensitive vegetation communities or special status species, additional post
construction monitoring would be conducted, and decisions would be made as to provide or not provide
control measures for noxious weed encroachment on sensitive vegetation resources.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts
The Proponent has selected the route analysis area to avoid areas of critical environmental concern and

sensitive habitat; however, some environmental impacts resulting from the Project would be unavoidable,
and no mitigation measures were deemed feasible. Such impacts include permanent or long-term impact
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effects, such as the construction of substation enhancements, permanent access roads, and other
permanent constructed features which would destroy vegetation communities to some extent.

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES

In cases where adverse impacts to vegetation are unavoidable, those impacts would be planned in such a
way as to affect less environmentally sensitive vegetation resources. For example, common and
widespread vegetation communities would be negatively impacted instead of sensitive plant communities.
Specifically how such mitigation will be implemented will depend upon each situation where a sensitive
vegetation resource is encountered and alternate disturbance plans will be developed. The initial analysis
of vegetation resources indicates that such alterations of disturbance plans will be minor.

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

Locations that do not support special status species would be impacted instead of areas that do support
special status species. The negative adverse impacts would occur, but not at the expense of any special
status species.

NOXIOUS WEEDS

Locations that support sensitive plant communities or special status species would not be impacted, so the
introduction and colonization of those locations should be averted. However noxious and other exotic
invasive weeds could increase in other impacted areas with less-sensitive vegetation resources.

Short-term Uses versus Long-term Productivity

The productivity or function of vegetation would be affected by both short-term or temporary impacts,
and long-term or permanent impacts.

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES

Temporary impacts to vegetation communities would be present until restoration is conducted, resulting
in short-term production loss. Following restoration, temporary impact effects would be alleviated to
vegetation communities and long-term productivity will be reestablished. Restoration of herbaceous
vegetation (e.g., perennial native grasses) should take less than 5 years, depending on climate during that
time. Long-term establishment of native woody species (e.g., shrubs and riparian trees) would take longer
periods of time, from 5 to 20 years to restore long-term woody vegetation productivity. Relative to
temporary impacts that would include both short-term and long-term restoration of native vegetation
production, permanent loss of vegetation communities would be minimal in spatial scale. Vegetation of
semi-arid regions generally takes years (herbaceous) to decades (woody) to recover from disturbances
that impact the aboveground plants themselves, but not the topsoils. Such recovery is very dependent on
rainfall and temperature conditions during the recovery period.

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

If restoration and relocation methods are employed for any special status plant species, the temporary
impacts would be during the restoration activities. Productivity of such plants would be reduced in the
short-term, but would be unaffected in the long-term once such plants have become reestablished.
Permanent impacts to those plant species (individuals) would be based on survival of transplanted
individuals, and persistence of restored habitat. Long-term loss of productivity would result if such plants
do not survive, or suffer reduced growth following relocation. Given the importance of special status
species, all efforts would be made to ensure the survival and continued productivity levels of such plants.
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The health of any transplanted individuals would be monitored for at least 5 years comparatively to other
non-transplanted individuals of the same species in the same area, to provide reference growth and
survival conditions.

NOXIOUS WEEDS

The introduction and colonization of noxious weeds and other exotic invasive plant species would be
temporary if monitoring and control are performed. Colonization of noxious weeds and other exotic
invasive plant species would be permanent if such monitoring and control measures are not implemented.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

Environmental impacts that have irreversible negative effects on vegetation are situations where
vegetation and topsoils are impacted and not restored. In most cases, restoration efforts would be made,
and irreversible impacts to vegetation would be minor, including unavoidable adverse impacts and
residual impacts discussed above.

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES

In areas of sub-station expansions, vegetation communities and their habitat (topsoils) would be
destroyed, but these structure foundations would be minimal in extent, and vegetation community loss
minimal relative to the acreage of each community in the region, and would focus on low-sensitivity or
low-value communities. Vegetation would take many decades to recover in such locations, and may never
recover under current climate regimes without soil nutrient enhancements.

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES

Although environments of special status species throughout the analysis area have been recognized and
would be avoided to the greatest extent, avoidance of every individual of all special status species is
unlikely. Where individuals would be impacted, restoration should mitigate such impacts, but relocation
to suboptimal habitats or inadequate habitat restoration could result in permanent declines for the species
in those locations.

NOXIOUS WEEDS

Despite restoration and control efforts, introduction and colonization of noxious weeds and other exotic
invasive plant species could occur and persist in some areas.

4.8.2 Wildlife

Introduction

This section describes the impacts to wildlife and special status wildlife species associated with the
construction, operation and maintenance of the proposed transmission line, substations, and ancillary
facilities. Impacts to wildlife and special status wildlife species are discussed in terms of impacts on the
species and their habitat(s). The impacts described in this section are based on the “Southline
Transmission Project Resource Report 18: Wildlife” (CH2M Hill 2013h) and presented in chapter 3.
Temporary effects (end with completion of construction activities); short-term (less than 5 years) and
long-term (greater than 5 years) impacts are evaluated relative to wildlife resources. Cumulative effects
are also evaluated; impacts added to the impacts of past, present, and foreseeable future actions,
regardless of the cause or source of other impacts.
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Methodology and Assumptions
ANALYSIS AREA

The analysis area for wildlife resources includes the representative ROW, staging areas, substations, and
access roads. This area is used to identify resources that could be directly impacted by ground disturbance
and where construction materials, equipment, and workers may be present. The ROW for the New Build
Section is 200 feet wide, and the ROW for the Upgrade Section is 150 feet wide. This analysis area is
sufficient to identify wildlife habitat that could be directly impacted by ground disturbance during
construction, operation and maintenance of the proposed line. Some indirect impacts to wildlife could
occur outside of the analysis area but these would occur within the analysis area given in chapter 3.
Indirect impacts are described below in “Impacts Common to All Action Alternatives.”

ANALYSIS ASSUMPTIONS

The primary assumption for analyzing impacts to wildlife is that the PPMs would be in place and would
limit impacts on wildlife and wildlife habitat. These measures are listed below in “Impacts Common to
All Action Alternatives.”
IMPACT INDICATORS
» Loss or degradation of habitat:
o Loss or degradation of terrestrial habitat from clearing of vegetation during construction.

o Degradation of terrestrial habitat due to increased soil erosion or introduction of invasive
non-native plants.

o Degradation of aquatic and wetland habitat from increased soil erosion and/or chemical
contamination.

» Increased risk of electrocution or predation due to construction of linear transmission line.
» Increased risk of vehicular mortality (direct and indirect) due to construction activities.

» Displacement or decrease in fitness due to noise and human activity associated with all aspects of
construction, operation, and maintenance.

» Decreased forage availability and foraging habitat quality due to the spread of invasive and
noxious weed species and the removal of habitat.

+ Indirect impacts related to loss of habitat or direct loss of wildlife individuals due to increased
risk of wildfire from the introduction of invasive and noxious weed species.

» Habitat fragmentation, including a decrease in function to wildlife corridors, due to the
construction of linear features (power lines and roads) and large areas of habitat (power
facilities).

SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS

A significant impact to wildlife special status species and/or special designation areas would result if any
of the following were to occur:

» Loss to any population of special status species that would jeopardize the continued existence of
that population;
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» Loss to any population of special status species that would result in the species being listed or
proposed for listing as endangered or threatened;

» Introduction of constituents into a water body in concentrations that could cause adverse effects
on wildlife;

» Interference with the movement (including special designation areas such as wildlife corridors) of
any native, resident, or migratory special status species for more than two reproductive seasons;

» Local loss of special status species habitat and/or special designation areas (as compared to total
available resources within the area) or habitat productivity;

* Any activity that would violate the ESA, MBTA, or the BGEPA,;
» Adverse modification of designated critical habitat;

» Modification of habitat used by special status species for breeding, rearing, foraging, and
dispersal;

» Interference with nesting or breeding periods of any species; and

* Reduction in the range of occurrence of any special status species.
Impacts Analysis Results

NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE

Under the no action alternative, the proposed Project would not be developed. No construction would take
place in the New Build Section; therefore, there would be no additional impacts to wildlife, wildlife
habitat, or special status species habitat. The existing transmission line would remain in place in the
Upgrade Section and ongoing maintenance activities would occur which could result in impacts to
wildlife and wildlife habitat. Even under the no action alternative, Western still plans to upgrade the
existing lines between the Apache and Saguaro substations within the next 10 years, in accordance with
Western’s 10-year capital improvement plan (Western 2012a).

IMPACTS COMMON TO ALL ACTION ALTERNATIVES
Construction

Potential construction-related impacts from the proposed Project common to all wildlife groups would
include the loss, degradation, and /or fragmentation of breeding, rearing, foraging, and dispersal habitats;
collisions with and crushing by construction vehicles; loss of burrowing animals in burrows in areas
where grading would occur, increased invasive and noxious weed establishment and spread; and
increased noise/vibration levels. Construction-related impacts would be minor/negligible to moderate and
short-term to long-term.

Noise and vibration associated with construction activities would change habitat use patterns for some
species. Some individuals would move away from the source(s) of the noise/vibration to adjacent or
nearby habitats; which may increase competition for resources within these areas. Noise/vibration and
other disturbances may also lead to increased stress on individuals, which could decrease their overall
fitness due to increased metabolic expenditures. These effects would be temporary and of short duration
and would cease with the completion of construction activities.

Proponent proposed measures to minimize the impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat are given below
(Southline 2013).
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PPM VEG-1: Minimize Vegetation Effects. Every effort would be made to minimize vegetation removal
and permanent loss at construction sites to the extent practicable. Final structure and spur road locations
would be selected to avoid sensitive vegetation to the greatest extent feasible.

PPM VEG-2: Reclamation, Restoration, and Revegetation Plan. Southline would develop a reclamation,
restoration, and revegetation plan that would guide restoration and revegetation activities for all disturbed
lands associated with construction of the proposed Project and its eventual termination and
decommissioning. The plan would address all Federal, state, and private land disturbances. It would be
developed in consultation with appropriate agencies and landowners, and would be provided to these
entities for review and concurrence. The plan would provide details on topsoil segregation and
conservation, vegetation treatment and removal, salvage of succulent species, revegetation methods,
including use of native seed mixes, application rates, transplants, and criteria to monitor and evaluate
revegetation success.

PPM VEG-3: Special Status Plants Restoration and Compensation. Special status plants, including Pima
pineapple cactus, would be restored by relocating plants and/or reseeding, replacing topsoil with existing
topsoil that was removed, and regarding in compliance with local ordinances (Pima County) and/or
measures in the biological opinion, if an ESA Section 7 consultation is required. Measures to restore
special status plants would be implemented through the reclamation, restoration, and revegetation plan.

PPM VEG-4: Vegetation Clearing. Removal of riparian scrubland vegetation would be avoided where
possible. Natural regeneration of native plants would be supported by cutting vegetation with hand tools,
moving, trimming, or using other removal methods that allow root systems to remain intact.

PPM VEG-5: Invasive Plant Management Plan. In consultation with local BLM Fiel