DISTANCE-Solar Webinar Script
Introduction:
Hello and thank you for attending the Diversity In Science and Technology Advances National Clean Energy in Solar or DISTANCE-Solar Overview Webinar.  During this webinar, I will provide a brief overview of this program and review process but please bear in mind that the content included in the webinar is only intended to summarize the contents of the funding opportunity announcement (FOA).  

FOA Text Supersedes This Presentation:

Therefore, please note that any content within this presentation that appears discrepant from the FOA language is superseded by the funding opportunity language.  All Applicants are strongly encouraged to carefully read the FOA guidelines and adhere to them.  Neither the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) nor the employees associated with DOE working on this presentation shall be held liable for errors committed by applicants based on potentially incorrect or inaccurate information presented herein.

Thank you to those who have submitted questions regarding the DISTANCE Solar FOA.  All questions and answers will be posted on the FAQ section for this funding announcement in EERE exchange. If you have any follow up questions after this webinar, please email DISTANCESolar@go.doe.gov. All further questions and answers will also be posted on the FAQ section for this funding announcement in EERE exchange.
Agenda:

OK, Now I’ll move on to the Agenda for this presentation.  To start things off, I will go over the eligibility criteria for applying to this funding opportunity.  Then I will present a few slides overview on the DISTANCE-Solar program.  Again, Applicants should read the funding announcement for more information on the objectives of this program. After that, I will briefly go over the application and review process; starting with the Concept Papers, followed by the Full Application, and the final stages of the review process.  I will then close the webinar by reviewing the Evaluation Criteria by which Full Applications will be judged.

Eligibility:

Now I will address the question of who is eligible to apply to this funding opportunity.  Eligibility for award is restricted to accredited, domestic colleges and universities defined as Minority Servicing Institutions (MSIs) as defined in the referenced section of the Higher Education Act. The list of accredited colleges and universities defined as Minority Servicing Institutions can be found at the referenced link.  If your institution of higher education is not listed, but you think it might be eligible as a Minority Servicing Institution and you want to apply to this funding opportunity, please email DISTANCESolar@go.doe.gov .
The eligibility for partnering institutions and organizations is not limited to MSIs. Organizations including non-MSI institutions of higher education, national labs, companies, non-profits can be subrecipient partners under this funding opportunity. 
Funding Details:

Now let’s briefly go over the goals of this funding announcement. The DOE SunShot Initiative is a collaborative national initiative to make solar energy cost competitive with other forms of energy by the end of the decade. Reducing the installed cost of solar energy systems by about 75% will drive widespread, large-scale adoption of this renewable energy technology and restore U.S. leadership in the global clean energy race.
To be able to reach the goals of the SunShot Program, and even exceed them, we will need a large pool of innovative ideas.  Innovative ideas come from diverse communities, which is why we are targeting Minority Serving Institutions to help increase the diversity of underrepresented groups in solar-related STEM fields and help yield a greater pool of innovative people and ideas. Technical areas of interest under this funding opportunity include Photovoltaics (such as film silicon cells deposited on a foreign substrate), Concentrating Solar Power (such as Novel, high-temperature heat transfer fluids), Systems Integration (such as microinverter or “smart” inverter technology), and Soft Costs (such as research to support new business models for 'shared solar' photovoltaic asset development).

Individual or teams of primary investigators from MSIs can apply to this funding opportunity with proposals that include 3 year projects describing an Education and Workforce Development Plan paired with a Solar Research Technical Plan. EERE anticipates providing, under this round of DISTANCE-Solar, $1,500,000 -$3,000,000 total DOE funding over three years subject to the availability of annual appropriations. The total number of projects expected to be awarded under this FOA will be 2-4 projects. Cost share is encouraged, but not required for this program.
Through this funding opportunity we have three primary near term aims: 

· Contribute scientifically to technologies that can help achieve (or exceed) the SunShot Program goals
· Create a more diverse professional solar workforce 
· Build Minority Serving Institution solar research capabilities
 Please see the funding announcement for more information on the DISTANCE Solar objectives and background information.  
Application Process
Now I will briefly go over the application process for this funding announcement. 
Concept Papers Deadline and Key Points:
Applicants are requested to submit a Concept Paper by March 18th as described in Section IV.C of the funding opportunity announcement.  Please consider submitting this requested information early. 
To prevent problems with your submission in EERE Exchange, please note that it helps to triple check your information before submitting, and that you should ensure that you actually hit the submit button.

Concept Paper Purpose:
The Concept Paper will not be used for downselection purposes and will be used to facilitate a timely review of the applications.  Concept Papers are not mandatory. If you do not submit a Concept Paper, you can still submit a Full Application to DISTANCE Solar.  You should note, however, that the Full Application Deadline is a week after the Concept Paper deadline; therefore, at the Concept Paper stage you will likely need to have a substantial amount completed for your Full Application.
Full Application Deadline:
Which brings me to the Full Application Deadline.  Applicants must submit a Full Application to EERE Exchange in order to be considered for an award.  Applications must be uploaded into Exchange and the applicant must click the “submit” button before 12pm Eastern Time on March 25th.  Everyone is encouraged to submit their application 1-2 days before the deadline to avoid any issues that could result in an untimely application that would not be reviewed.  I would like to stress this point; please do not wait until just before the application is due.
Key points: 
When constructing an application please ensure that all the submitted materials adhere to the formatting criteria and page lengths stated in the FOA.  All pages that are in excess of the stated limits will be redacted and not supplied to the reviewers. The application consists of several separate files, including a Technical Volume, a Statement of Project Objectives, a summary slide, budget files, and several others.  Details about the content of each file, which files need to be submitted, and templates to be used are listed in Section IV.D.  
Of course, triple check your entries in Exchange and make sure that you click the submit button.

If you make any changes to your application after it has been submitted, the application becomes un-submitted in Exchange and you must make sure that you resubmit the application again before 12pm Eastern Time on March 25th.  

Full Application Review Process:

I will now quickly go over the review process for submitted applications.  Submitted applications will be reviewed by at least 3 expert reviewers according to Two Merit Review Evaluation Criteria, which I will speak about next.  The applicant will then have a short period of time to prepare and submit an optional Reply to Reviewer Comments.  The replies are then considered along with the applications when making selections for negotiation of awards. 

Evaluation Criteria

I will now discuss the Evaluation Criteria for reviewing Full Applications to this funding opportunity.

Evaluation Criteria Weighting for Full Applications
All applicants should carefully consider the two equally weighted Merit Review Criteria stated in the funding announcement when constructing their application.  Reviewers are asked to consider these criteria when evaluating applications.  Therefore, I would like to briefly go over the 2 main criteria sections.  After this slide, I have a couple slides that break out these criteria but I will not read through each sub-criterion.  
Applications will be reviewed based on the quality of their Education and Workforce Development Plan for contributing to the creation of a more diverse professional solar workforce; and the quality of the Solar Research Technical Plan: project description and scientific merit for achieving SunShot goals and building MSI solar research capabilities.  Strong applications will respond to the Merit Review Criteria with a vision of what the applicant wants to achieve as primary targeted accomplishments in Education and Workforce Development and Solar Research by the midpoint and end of the 3 year project.  For more information on what DOE desires from the Education and Workforce Development Plan and Solar Research Technical Plan, please see Section I.A.5 and Section I.A.6 in the funding opportunity announcement.  Furthermore, Section V.B.2 lists the two Criteria and their subcriteria, and describes which application materials could be used to support a strong application addressing the criteria.
Education and Workforce Development Plan  
DOE expects the applicant to present a compelling and measurable project that enhances student knowledge and the involvement of members of underrepresented groups in solar science, engineering, and business fields (including students advised by the PI in research experiences and students taught in classes that do/could have solar content). 

Some other subcriteria for addressing this merit review criterion are the submission of baseline workforce and education data on the PI’s research group and institution, development of an Evaluation Plan for this work, and development of a Statement of Project Objectives (and associated Project Management Plan) regarding the Education and Workforce Development Plan, including appropriate measures of success in the form of Specific, Measurable, Action-Centered, Realistic, Time-bound (SMART) milestones and  SMART mid-project go/no go decision points.

Solar Research Technical Plan

Regarding the Solar Research Technical Plan, DOE expects the applicant to present a compelling and measurable research project that will contribute to (or exceed) the goals of the DOE SunShot Program by advancing the scientific, technical, and market knowledge base in a SunShot technology area, and specifying which Technical Area of Interest in the SunShot Program the project aligns with: Photovoltaics, Concentrating Solar Power, Systems Integration, or Soft Costs.  More information on Technical Areas of Interest and subareas of interest are presented in Section I.A.6 in the funding opportunity announcement.

Some other subcriteria for addressing this merit review criterion are the degree to which the project will build a sustainable solar technology research capacity at the MSI institution(s), and Evaluation Plan for the SunShot technical goals of the project, and development of a Statement of Project Objectives (and associated Project Management Plan) regarding the Solar Research Technical Plan, including appropriate measures of success in the form of Specific, Measurable, Action-Centered, Realistic, Time-bound (SMART) milestones and  SMART mid-project go/no go decision points.

Again, let me say this one more time I have only briefly gone through the merit criteria in this presentation.  Please carefully consider the two Merit Review Criteria and their subcriteria as stated in the funding announcement when you are preparing your application.  

Closing Slide:

So with that, I will now wrap up.  Thank you for attending and I hope this was useful.

As a reminder, please send any questions to DISTANCESolar@go.doe.gov and answers will be posted in FAQ section for this funding announcement in EERE exchange.

Thank you and have a nice day.
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