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Figure 1. Responders participate in a TEPP exercise.Figure 1. Responders participate in a TEPP exercise.
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Definition of Communication

• Function: noun
the act or process of transmitting 
information (ideas, attitudes, emotions, 
or objective behavior) 
• exchange of information between 

individuals through a common system of 
signs, symbols, or behavior 

• personal rapport  
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Hazard Communication --
The backbone of emergency 
response, and response begins with 
identification: 

• Hazard markings, labels and 
placards are a common approach 
to warning the public of hazards 
that may be encountered. 

http://environmentalchemistry.com/yogi/hazmat/placards/class7.html
http://environmentalchemistry.com/yogi/hazmat/placards/class8.html
http://environmentalchemistry.com/yogi/hazmat/placards/etc.html
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Hazard Communication. . . 
Shipping Papers

• Shipping paper/waste manifests must have 
emergency response information as required 
in 49CFR 172.602 and 172.604.
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Emergency Response Guidebook

• Serves as the “bible” 
for responders in 
handling hazardous 
material 
transportation 
incidents.
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Table of Placards

• Radioactive labels 
are now shown in 
addition to 
placards
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ERG provides. . . .

• Specific 
information for 
responders 
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Additional communication 
documents. . . .

• DOE Manual 460.2-1, 
Radioactive Material 
Transportation Practices 
Manual, provides the steps 
to be followed during an 
emergency
• Provides a framework for 

transportation planning, 
communication, etc.
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Getting all the information . . .

• Where can you get all the information in one 
place?
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TEPP Web Site: 
www.em.doe.gov/otem
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TEPP Website

Fact Sheet
Mission Statement
Goals
Strategic Plan
Coordinators

MERRTT Schedule
Newsletter
Case History
Planning Tools
Training Modules

http://web.em.doe.gov/otem/program.html
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TEPP Planning Tools
• Documents provide guidance & 

graphics 
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Case History Links
Location - York County, SC (Rock Hill, near Highway 901 on Albright Road) 
Contact - Radiological Programs - South Carolina Emergency Preparedness Division
Date of Incident - 8/8/00
Incident - Aircraft Emergency Crash Landing

Location - Darlington Township, Pennsylvania 
Contact - Beaver County Emergency Management Agency or Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency 
Date of Incident - 5/15/00
Incident - Transportation accident involving multiple vehicles and radioactive material.

Location - Germantown, MD
Contact - Maryland Department of the Environment
Date of Incident - 12/01/99
Incident - Operating heavy equipment crushed a moisture/density gauge containing a radioactive material 
source at a construction site.

Location - Seneca, OH
Contact - Ohio Bureau of Radiation Protection
Date of Incident - 12/23/99
Incident - Transportation accident involving multiple vehicles, injuries, radioactive material and a fire.
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TEPP Exercise 
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MERRTT Modules
DAY ONE MODULES
1. DOE Shipments and Resources
2. Radiological Basics
3. Biological Effects
4. Hazard Recognition
5. Initial Response Actions
6. Radioactive Material Shipping 

Packages
7. Patient Handling 
8. Radiological Terminology and 

Units
9. Incident Control 
10. Radiological Survey Instruments & 

Dosimetry Devices 
11. Assessing Package Integrity
12. WIPP Module

DAY TWO MODULES
13. Decontamination, Disposal 

and Documentation
14. Transportation by Rail 
15. Transportation of 

Safeguards Material 
16. Pre-Hospital Practices
17. Incident Command
18. Public Information Officer
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Student Material

• Student Workbooks have been prepared 
for each module in the MERRTT program
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DHS/ODP Approval of MERRTT
In January 2005, submitted the 
MERRTT material to DHS for review
and approval

On March 2, 2005

“The course. . .has been reviewed and 
accepted into the listing of federal 
courses available for State 
Administrative Agencies to employ 
consistent with state strategies.” 
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MERRTT Student Database
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TEPP Webpage
National MERRTT Master Training Schedule
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24-Hour POCs
State and tribal 24-hour points-of-contacts

http://www.web.em.doe.gov
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MERRTT Instructor Patch

• A patch is awarded after 
teaching your first MERRTT 
class

• Lets everyone know – that you know!
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Questions
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