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Organization:
The Northeast High Level Radioactive Waste 
Transportation Task Force:

Composed of representatives appointed by the 
Governor of each member state within the 
northeast region
Establishes subcommittees as necessary to 
complete work projects and to analyze specific 
transportation issues (such as the WIPP Rail 
PIG working group)
Representation on the TEC topic groups and 
attend TEC and other DOE meetings



Role
Meet twice a year to discuss and resolve 
regional issues related to DOE transportation 
activities

Facilitates communication, the timely flow of 
information, and provide a forum for the 
exchange of information, comments, and 
concerns from states regarding the 
transportation of radioactive waste



Role (cont.)
Assist NE States in determining needs for 
emergency preparedness, training, and 
planning

Provide participation for NE states with DOE 
programs and Operations Offices in the 
development of transportation plans for 
shipping campaigns of DOE radioactive 
materials, such as the West Valley shipment



Role (cont.)
Monitor the activities and attend meetings of 
other federal, state, regional, and professional 
groups involved in the transportation of 
radioactive materials

Communicate with staff and members to 
maintain awareness of developments 
regarding radioactive waste transportation 
within the northeast region



Project Objectives:

Assure safe and effective transportation of 
radioactive waste
Reduce duplication of effort
Facilitate joint planning and communication 
among all shipping programs in DOE and the 
northeastern states
Identify and analyze regional issues related to 
the transportation of radioactive waste



Activities
Assisting both state and federal officials stay 
informed with respect to the technical issues 
and regulatory concerns related to waste 
transportation

Participating in the development and 
implementation of the DOE shipment tracking 
system - TRANSCOM.  (Steering group 
membership and provided training support for 
state officials)



Activities (cont.)
Holding conference calls to help assure the 
Task Force members, staff and DOE officials 
stay up to date on transportation related 
activities and provide for ongoing interactions

Coordinating meetings and conference calls 
with the other regions groups and DOE 
officials when necessary to discuss 
transportation issues



Activities (cont.)
Identifying appropriate contacts at the state 
level for transportation planning activities

Assisting in developing approaches to 
involving other appropriate organizations and 
levels of government in regional planning for 
DOE transportation activities



Activities (cont.)
Participating in transportation-related DOE 
initiatives and activities as appropriate 

Disseminating information gathered at 
meetings to the larger Task Force for review 
and comment



Activities (cont.)
Reviewing and analyzing potential routes for 
shipments.  The Task Force has issued a 
report on transportation routing in the 
northeast region

Developing a planning guide for shipments of 
radioactive materials in the northeast, which is 
currently under draft review



Activities (cont.)
Participating , by the Task Force members 
from the potential transportation states and 
staff, in transportation planning activities 
related to DOE shipments, including reviewing 
and commenting on draft transportation plans

Reviewing and commenting on DOE 
information and communication products


