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UNREVIEWED SAFETY QUESTIONSPRIVATE 

1.0
Objective

The objective of this surveillance is to examine the contractor's implementation of the Unreviewed Safety Question (USQ) Process.  The surveillance focuses on verifying that the contractor has developed and implemented the necessary procedures and administrative controls to ensure compliance with USQ requirements.

2.0
References

2.1
10 CFR 830.203, Unreviewed Safety Question Process

2.2
DOE Guide 424.1-1, Implementation Guide For Use In Addressing Unreviewed Safety Question Requirements
3.0
Requirements Implemented

This surveillance is conducted to implement the requirements of 10 CFR 830.203.

4.0
Surveillance Activities

The Facility Representative completes the following activities to perform this surveillance:

1. Review the facility’s USQ procedure and general process for conformance to requirements (if the facility implements directly from site standards this activity need not be performed).


2.
For selected facility documentation, verify the USQ process is being properly implemented.


3.
Review the facility’s USQ process personnel knowledge and qualification.


Surveillance Guideline

UNREVIEWED SAFETY QUESTION
Surveillance No.:


Facility:


Date Completed:


Activity 1 - 
Review of the facility’s USQ procedure and general process for conformance to requirements.
Yes  No   N/A 
___  ___  ___
1.
Does the facility have a proceduralized USQ process (10 CFR 830.203)?

___  ___  ___

a.
Has the facility defined what constitutes its authorization basis (DOE-G-450.4-1A)?

___  ___  ___

b.
Has the facility defined what constitutes an acceptable means to make a facility change and once established have they determined the process by which these sources of changes should be integrated into the USQ process (10 CFR 830.(d) and DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.1))?

___  ___  ___

c.
Has a change flow process been developed and integrated into the USQ governing procedure (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.1)?
___  ___  ___
2.
Has the facility developed documented (with well supported reasons) screening criteria (such as categorical exclusions) to limit the number of proposed actions for which written safety evaluations must be performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.2)?  If so:

___  ___  ___

a.
Have criteria been established to distinguish between facility changes that alter the design, function, or method of performing the function of a structure, system or component (SSC) described in the authorization basis and SSCs not in the authorization basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.2)?

___  ___  ___

b.
Have criteria been established to distinguish between facility changes, and routine maintenance not requiring review (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.2)?

___  ___  ___

c.
Have criteria been established to distinguish between temporary changes that require evaluation and those that do not (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1)?

___  ___  ___

d.
Have criteria been established to distinguish between procedure changes described in the safety basis and those not in the safety basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.2)?

___  ___  ___

e.
Have criteria been established to distinguish between tests and experiments described in the safety basis and those not in the safety basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.3)?

___  ___  ___
3.
Does the facility perform safety evaluations for temporary or permanent changes to the facility, as described in their safety basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1)?

___  ___  ___
4.
Does the facility perform safety evaluations for temporary or permanent changes to their procedures, as described in their safety basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.2)?

___  ___  ___
5.
Does the facility perform safety evaluations for tests or experiments not described in their existing safety basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.3)?

___  ___  ___
6.
Is the USQ threshold if (1) the probability of occurrence or consequences of an accident or malfunction of equipment important to safety previously evaluated in the facility safety basis could be increased; (2) the possibility for an accident or malfunction of a different type than any evaluated previously in the facility safety basis could be created; or (3) any margin of safety, as defined in the bases of the Technical Safety Requirements (TSRs), could be reduced (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?

___  ___  ___
7.
Does the facility’s procedure state that when a potential inadequacy of previous safety analyses or a possible reduction in the margin of safety as defined in the TSRs has been identified, they shall (1) notify DOE of the situation upon discovery of the information; (2) make an evaluation in accordance with DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.4.; (3) take action to place the facility in a safe condition until the safety evaluation is completed; and (4) submit the completed safety evaluation prior to removing any operational restrictions initiated pursuant to (2) (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.4)?

___  ___  ___
8.
Does the facility document the basis for the USQ determination using their USQ procedure and the criteria of line of inquiry 6 above (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___
9.
Does the facility maintain the documentation required for the authorized operating period of the facility (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___
10.
Has the facility incorporated into their existing SAR, any changes that are needed as a result of the safety evaluation or any action taken (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___
11.
Has the facility established personnel qualification requirements including educational background, years and/or types of work experience, knowledge of the facility, understanding of DOE requirements, and familiarity with the facility safety basis DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph3.5)?

___  ___  ___
12.
Does the facility submit to DOE a periodic report summarizing all “changes” made under DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___
13.
Does the facility implementing procedure require all facility personnel responsible for performing, reviewing, or approving USQ determinations to receive initial training on the application of 10 CFR 830.203 and facility specific procedures and retraining at an interval of every 2 years (or as proposed by the contractor) (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.5)?

Activity 2 – 
For selected facility documentation verify the USQ process is being properly implemented.



14.
Obtain a selection of Engineering Change Notices (ECN).  For those ECNs review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the ECNs screened for USQs (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.2)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For ECNs screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.2)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For ECNs screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?

___  ___  ___

d.
If a change was made to the design basis to make it agree with the as-built condition was the change screened for USQ (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1)?



15.
Obtain a selection of Procedures and/or Procedure Changes.  For those Procedures and/or Procedure Changes review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the Procedures and/or Procedure Changes screened for USQs (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.2)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For Procedures and/or Procedure Changes screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For Procedures and/or Procedure Changes screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?



16.
Obtain a selection of Work Packages.  For those work packages review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the Work Packages screened for USQs (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For Work Packages screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For Work Packages screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

17.
Obtain a selection of Process Standards or Authorization Basis Implementation Documents and/or Changes.  For those Process Standards or Authorization Basis Implementation Documents and/or Changes review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the Process Standards or Authorization Basis Implementation Documents and/or Changes screened for USQs (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For Process Standards or Authorization Basis Implementation Documents and/or Changes screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.4)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For Process Standards or Authorization Basis Implementation Documents and/or Changes screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?



18.
Obtain a selection of Tests.  For those Tests review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the Tests screened for USQs (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.3)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For Tests screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For Tests screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?



19.
Obtain a selection of Experiments.  For those Experiments review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the Experiments screened for USQs DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.3)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For Experiments screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For Experiments screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?



20.
Obtain a selection of Occurrence Reports.  For those Occurrence Reports review the following:

___  ___  ___

a.
Were the Occurrence Reports screened for USQs (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1)?
___  ___  ___

b.
For Occurrence Reports screening negative are adequate reasons (i.e. categorical exclusion) documented (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?

___  ___  ___

c.
For Occurrence Reports screening positive were correct evaluations performed (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?

Activity 3 – 
Review of USQ Process Personnel Knowledge and Qualification

___  ___  ___
21.
By review of training records do facility personnel responsible for performing, reviewing, or approving USQ determinations receive initial training on the application of 10 CFR 830.203 and facility specific procedures and retraining at an interval of every 2 years (or as proposed by the contractor) (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.5)?

___  ___  ___
22.
Is a qualified screener/reviewer list being maintained and are reviews being performed by qualified screeners/reviewers (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.5)?



23.
Do personnel responsible for performing or reviewing safety evaluations understand their specific responsibilities (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 2.1):

___  ___  ___

a.
Are personnel aware of their qualification requirements DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.5)?  Number interviewed: _____

___  ___  ___

b.
Do USQ screeners understand screening criteria DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.2)?  Number interviewed: _____

___  ___  ___

c.
Do USQ evaluators understand the evaluation process and requirements (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.3)?  Number interviewed: _____

___  ___  ___

d.
Do USQ evaluation personnel understand what constitutes their authorization basis (DOE-G-424.1-1, Paragraph 3.5)?  Number interviewed: _____
OTHER:

NOTES/COMMENTS:

PERSONNEL CONTACTED:

FINDINGS:


Finding No.:


Description:

OBSERVATIONS:


Observation No.:


Description:

FOLLOWUP ITEMS:

CONTRACTOR MANAGEMENT DEBRIEFED AND RESULTS:

Signature:  _______________________________

Date: _____/_____/_____




Facility Representative

