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Section 4.6-Air Quality Impacts has been amended to use the 
correct PM-10 emissions threshold of 70 tons/year. Section 4.6-
Air Quality Impacts has been updated to include, in tabular 
format, each alternative, emission contributions toward 
NAAQS, and demonstrate whether or not each alternative will 
contribute to regional exceedances based on these standards.

Section 4.6-Air Quality Impacts has been amended to use the 
correct PM-10 emissions threshold of 70 tons/year.  BLM and 
Applicant will work with the local air district and EPA to 
complete the evaluation and to determine whether general 
conformity can be achieved.

NAAQS, and demonstrate whether or not each alternative will 
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Section 3.3-Water Resources characterizes the function of 
ephemeral washes as periodic storm water conveyance.  MM-
Water-1-7 and APMs 1, 4, and 5 accomplish these objectives as 
they are designed to protect and maintain the function of the 
existing ephemeral drainages to the extent possible.

Section 2.3.3-Public Access and Safety has been updated to 
reflect that project fencing would be designed and constructed to 
meet appropriate hydrologic performance standards both for 
flows and to protect water quality and meet regulatory 
requirements.
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The FEIS includes a description of the possible presence of a 
FEMA mapped flood hazard zone and include potential impacts, 
if any, on the Project and describe mitigating measures to reduce 
possible flood impacts.

The Applicant will coordinate with the Las Vegas Valley Water 
District to support the water needs for the project. If sufficient 
resources are not available, the Applicant will procure water 
from local willing sellers.

See Section 3.3.2.6-Jurisdictional Waters, Drainages, and 
Riparian Areas, for determination of jurisdictional waters at the 
project site. It is anticipated the Project would qualify for a 
Nationwide Section 404.  The Corps is planning on processing 
the application upon completion of the NEPA process.
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BLM has completed consultation with the USFWS pursuant to 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (For details refer to 
Section 5.2.2-U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Section 7 
Consultation and Appendix B-2:  USFWS Biological Opinion).
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Refer to Section 5.2.3-Coordination on the BBCS and Appendix 
B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy (formerly referred to 
as the Avian and Bat Protection Plan [ABPP]), which have been 
added to the EIS.

BLM reviewed the mine information in the area and selected the 
mines that they were most concerned about due to previous 
surveys and possible hibernacula.

Acoustic monitoring at the Project revealed the presence of 16 
species of bats, which is a relatively high diversity.   The 
richness reflects the topographical diversity found at the Project, 
which accounts for available foraging and roosting habitats 
(O’Farrell 2010). The level of species richness may also be a 
function of intensive sampling over 2 full years, unlike many 
acoustic-monitoring studies, which are limited to certain 
seasons.  Taking this into consideration, it is unlikely that bat 
diversity and use of the area have been underestimated.

Detention ponds would be a temporary bat attractant, but would 
be reclaimed after construction is completed as stated in MM-
BIO-1.  Refer to Section 2.3.2-Construction under Temporary 
Concrete Batch Plant for a description of wildlife deterrent 
measures.  If necessary, an artificial pond permit would be 
obtained from the Nevada Department of Wildlife.  The 
artificial pond permit would require regular inspection, 
maintenance, and reporting of wildlife mortality.  

The only permanent structures include the O&M building, 
WTGs, and the switching station, which are all unlikely to 
provide roosting opportunities; therefore, no mitigation 
measures are proposed.
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Refer to Section 5.2.3-Coordination on the BBCS and Appendix 
B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy (formerly referred to 
as the Avian and Bat Protection Plan [ABPP]), which have been 
added to the EIS.

Early in the project methods nocturnal avian surveys were 
considered.  However, little data exists that correlates migrant 
passage rate with mortality at wind farms; therefore, it was 
determined that nocturnal migrant surveys would not help in 
assessing impacts to birds.  For more information refer to 
Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy. 

Added a discussion of the bird use in the area relative to the 
Pacific Flyway in Section 4.4.5.11 Migratory Birds - Direct and 
Indirect Effects by Alternative and in Appendix B-4:  Bird and 
Bat Conservation Strategy. 

Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy has been 
added to the EIS.
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Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy has been 
added to the EIS.  The decision if a take permit (and associated 
ECP) is being requested is between the FWS and Searchlight 
Wind Energy, LLC.
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Section 4.17 Cumulative Impacts Analysis has been updated.
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Refer to Section 5.2.4-Native American Consultation for a 
summary of the tribal consultation process and results. The 
comments expressed would not differ between alternatives.  An 
MOA, in consultation with the Nevada SHPO, will be 
completed prior to the signing of the ROD.  Avoidance and 
proposed cultural mitigation measures as well as an 
ethnographic/ethno-historic study preclude the need for 
treatment plans for the NRHP-eligible properties.

Section 3.5-Cultural Resources has been modified to indicate 
that existing access roads and/or highways cross the 
Congressional route of the Mojave Road Variant of the Old 
Spanish Trail. No surface evidence of the trail is present and the 
town of Searchlight, bladed roads, and multiple transmission 
lines has already physically and visually impacted the corridor. 
No mitigation measures are recommended. In concurrence with 
the National Trails Intermountain Region Office of the NPS, 
there would be no conflict with the Mojave Route and this 
project. The proposed project is consistent with the BLM Wind 
Energy Development Program and Policies.

Implementation of applicant proposed measures are the 
responsibility of the Applicant as part of the proposed project.  
Although some mitigation measures have not yet been 
developed, all the elements of those plans are included in the 
EIS.  The following mitigation plans have been completed and 
included in the document:  Appendix B-1:  Weed Management 
Plan, Appendix B-3:  Terrestrial Wildlife Plan, and Appendix B-
4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy
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BLM requires that mitigation measures are identified as a
stipulation of the ROW Grant.  Development of mitigation plans 
often requires input, review, and approval by other regulating 
agencies such as USFWS, NDEP, DAQ, and NDOT and are not 
typically completed prior to a Final EIS.   However, all the 
elements and basic requirements of the mitigation plans are 
discussed throughout the EIS.
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The micro-siting of the 11 turbines is in compliance with BLM 
guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

The location of the switching station is in compliance with BLM 
guidelines. 
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Section 3.5-Cultural Resources has been modified to indicate 
that existing access roads and/or highways cross the 
Congressional route of the Mojave Road Variant of the Old 
Spanish Trail. In November of 2012 the BLM consulted with 
the NPS National Trails Intermountain Region office 
representative and they concurred with the BLM that there 
would be no conflict between this route and the project either 
directly or visually due to this Congressional route already 
having been adversely impacted from historic and modern 
improvements along the corridor in the Searchlight Wind 
Energy Project vicinity.  No mitigation is recommended for this 
project. 

 

 

Comment noted. 

 

 

Comment noted.  These plans have been completed by the 
technical team including the USFWS, BLM, NDOW, and 
Tetratec, which has been in place since the beginning of the 
project.  The Terrestrial Wildlife Plan and Bird and Bat 
Conservation Strategy (formerly known as the Avian and Bat 
Protection Plan [ABPP]) have been completed and included in 
the FEIS (Appendix B-3:  Terrestrial Wildlife Plan and 
Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy). 

 
 
A visual resources specialist per BLM Visual Resources 
Management guidance determined contrast ratings.  An updated 
visual simulation for the proposed Western Switching Station 
has been included in the FEIS and re-evaluated.  Text has been 
updated for this KOP to reflect a moderate contrast rating, 
which remains consistent with a Class III Visual Resources 
Management Area. 
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The micro-siting of these 11 turbines is in compliance with 
BLM guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment noted.  MM-NOI-1 has been updated to include that 
blasting would be limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
during weekdays only. 

The Clark County noise ordinance limit is based on individual 
octave band limits, rather than an overall dBA number.  The 
dBA scale is more familiar to most people.  In order to provide a 
frame of reference, the individual octave band limits from the 
ordinance were combined into a single dBA number, which in 
this case equates to 43 dBA. 

The location of the switching station is in compliance with BLM 
guidelens.  See Section 2.2.3-Western’s Interconnection 
Switching Station Location Alternatives, for a discussion of 
alternatives considered but eliminated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 4.2.1-Western’s Interconnection Switching Station has 
been updated to include the proximity of the proposed switching 
station to the NPS Entrance Station. 
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Comment noted.  A reclamation plan is a condition of the 
bonding process and will be approved by the BLM (BLM-IM-
2009-043). 

 

Figure 3.8-1.  Existing ROWs in the Project Area. has been 
revised.  The proposed project would not encroach on NPS 
ROW. 

 

 

For a map of Federal Aid Highways that included SR 164 see 
the following link: 

http://www.nevadadot.com/uploadedFiles/NDOT/About_NDOT
/NDOT_Divisions/Planning/Roadway_Systems/FCM_Clark.pdf 

 

Refer to Section 3.9.4.7-Dark Skies for a discussion of dark 
skies policy. 

Visual resources are analyzed for visual impacts whether or not 
there are presence of scenic vistas or state-designated scenic 
highways.  All BLM administered surface acres are subject to 
the BLM’s Visual Resource Management policy which calls for 
all BLM administered surface acres to be inventoried for visual 
values and Visual Resource Management (VRM) Classes be 
designated within the Resource Management Plan (RMP) 
establishing visual management objectives.  The Cottonwood 
Cove Access Road is identified as a KOP and analysis 
performed to determine the project’s conformance to the VRM 
Class objectives designated within the RMP. 
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Sections 3.10-Noise, and 3.11-Recreation have been updated to 
include that the Nellis Wilderness Wash is located 
approximately 2-miles from the nearest turbine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 3.10.2.4-Ambient Sound in the Project Area Vicinity 
has been changed as requested. 

 

 

 

Lines were removed as requested.  Section 4.4.4-Wildlife has 
been updated with a discussion of potential noise impacts to 
wildlife using provided literature. 
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Text has been corrected under KOP 6 – View Across Lake 
Mohave. 

 

Visual resources specialists in accordance with BLM Visual 
Resources Management methodology determined contrast 
ratings.   
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Visual resources specialists per BLM Visual Resources 
Management methodology determined contrast ratings.   

 

 

 

 

Section 4.9 Visual Resources Impacts under Dark Skies has 
been revised per this suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

Visual resources specialists per BLM Visual Resources 
Management guidance determined contrast ratings.  A visual 
simulation for the proposed Western Switching Station has been 
included in the FEIS (Figure 4.9-8.  KOP-17 – View from 
Cottonwood Cove Access Road at MP 4 Looking North).  Text 
has been updated to state that for this KOP a moderate contrast 
rating, which is still consistent with a Class III Visual Resources 
Management Area. 
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FAA would determine flash duration and intensity. 

 

 

 

Section 4.9.4-Mitigation Measures lists mitigation measures that 
would be applicable to both the wind facility and the proposed 
switching station. 

 

 

 Comment noted. 
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MM-VIS-5 in Section 4.9.4-Mitigation Measures has been 
updated to incorporate these suggestions, as appropriate. 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration is assessing the suitability 
of Audio Visual Warning System applications to wind energy 
development.  The BLM is unable to require mitigation 
treatments not yet approved by the air flight safety regulatory 
authority. 

This statement has been removed from Section 4.10-Noise 
Impacts. 
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Section 4.10-Noise Impacts has been clarified as requested. 

 

 

 

Refer to Figure 4.10-1.  Noise Contours for the 96 WTG Layout 
Alternative and Figure 4.10-2.  Noise Contours for the 87 WTG 
Layout Alternative for the illustration of sound levels in the 
LMNRA.  These figures have been updated to illustrate the 
Nellis Wilderness Wash.  Refer to Section 4.10.1-Indicators and 
Methodology and Section 4.10.2-Direct and Indirect Effects by 
Alternative for a discussion of noise modeling methodology and 
noise impacts. 

 

 

Discussion of corona noise added to Section 4.10-Noise 
Impacts. 

 

 

 

Refer to Figure 4.10-1.  Noise Contours for the 96 WTG Layout 
Alternative and Figure 4.10-2.  Noise Contours for the 87 WTG 
Layout Alternative for the illustration of sound levels in the 
LMNRA.  These figures have been updated to illustrate the 
Nellis Wilderness Wash.  Refer to Section 4.10.1-Indicators and 
Methodology and Section 4.10.2-Direct and Indirect Effects by 
Alternative for a discussion of noise modeling methodology and 
noise impacts. 

 

 

Comment noted.  This will be considered in the development of 
the ROW grant. 
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Section 4.4.5.2 Desert Tortoise – Direct and Indirect Impacts by 
Alternatives has been updated to include a more in-depth 
discussion of indirect and potentially long-term effects on 
tortoises.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Section 5.2.3-Coordination on the BBCS and Appendix 
B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy (formerly referred to 
as the Avian and Bat Protection Plan [ABPP]), which have been 
added to the EIS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment noted.  
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Section 4.4.4.2- Direct and Indirect Impacts by Alternative has 
been updated to disclose potential impacts of the artificial ponds 
on general wildlife.  No soil surface binding products would be 
utilized per BLM policy.  The number of ponds required has not 
been determined; however, ponds would be within the 
temporary staging and laydown areas.  Searchlight Wind LLC 
will obtain all required permits for artificial ponds from NDOW 
and NDEP, as applicable. 

Refer to Section 5.2.3-Coordination on the BBCS, Appendix B-
4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy (formerly referred to as 
the Avian and Bat Protection Plan [ABPP]), and Appendix B-3:  
Terrestrial Wildlife Plan, which have been added to the EIS 

 
Section 4.4.5.2 Desert Tortoise – Direct and Indirect Impacts by 
Alternatives, Section 4.4.5.8-Bats - Direct and Indirect Effects 
by Alternative, 4.4.5.11-Migratory Birds - Direct and Indirect 
Effects by Alternative, and Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat 
Conservation Strategy have been updated to address these 
concerns. 

BLM has chosen the 87-WTG Alternative based as the 
alternative with the least impacts. 
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