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RECIPIENT:Ohio Department of Development's Office of Energy STATE: OH 

PROJECT 
TITLE: 

RECOVERY ACT STATE ENERGY PROGRAM AWARD FOR THE STATE OF OHIO- REVOLVING 
LOAN FUND 

Funding Opportunity Announcement Number 
DE-FOA-000052 

Procurement Instrument Number 
DE-EE0000165 

NEPA Control Number CID Number 
GFQ-0000165-040 GO 

Based on my review oftbe information concerning tbe proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authorized under DOE 
Order 451.1A), I bave made tbe following determination: 

CX, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER: 
Description: 

A91nformation 
gathering, 
analysis, and 
d issemination 

A11 Technical 
advice and 
assistance to 
organizations 

81 .31 Installation 
or relocation of 
machinery and 
equipment 

Information gathering (including, but not limited to, literature surveys, inventones, site visits, and audits), 
data analysis (including, but not limited to, computer modeling), document preparation (including, but not 
limited to, conceptual design, feasibility studies, and analytical energy supply and demand studies), and 
information dissemination (including, but not limited to, document publication and distribution, and 
classroom training and informational programs), but not including site characterization or environmental 
momtonng. (See also 83.1 of appendix 8 to this subpart.) 

Technical advice and planning assistance to international, national, state, and local organizations. 

Installation or relocation and operation of machinery and equipment (including, but not limited to, 
laboratory equipment, electronic hardware, manufacturing machinery, maintenance equipment, and health 
and safety equipment), provided that uses of the installed or relocated items are consistent with the 
general missions of the receiving structure. Covered actions include modifications to an existing building, 
within or contiguous to a previously disturbed or developed area, that are necessary for equipment 
mstallation and relocation. Such modifications would not appreciably increase the footprint or height of the 
existing building or have the potential to cause significant changes to the type and magnitude of 
environmental impacts. 

81 .32 Traffic flow Traffic flow adjustments to existing roads (including, but not limited to, stop sign or traffic light installation, 
adjustments adjusting direction of traffic flow, and adding turning lanes), and road adjustments (including, but not 

limited to, widening and realignment) that are within an existing right-of-way and consistent with approved 
land use or transportation improvement plans. 

81 .35 Drop-off, 
collection, and 
transfer facilities 
for recyclable 
materials 

82.1 Workplace 
enhancements 

82.2 Building 
and equipment 
instrumentation 

85.1 Actions to 

Siting, construction, modification, and operation of recycling or compostable materiat drop-off, collection, 
and transfer stations on or contiguous to a previously disturbed or developed area and in an area where 
such a facility would be consistent with existing zoning requirements. The stations would have appropriate 
facilities and procedures established in accordance with applicable requirements for the handling of 
recyclable or compostable materials and household hazardous waste (such as paint and pesticides). 

Modifications withm or contiguous to an existing structure, in a previously disturbed or developed area, to 
enhance workplace habitability (including, but not limited to, installation or improvements to lighting, 
radiation shielding, or heating/ventilating/air conditioning and its instrumentation, and noise reduction). 

Installation of, or improvements to, building and equipment instrumentation (including, but not limited to, 
remote control panels, remote monitoring capability, alarm and surveillance systems, control systems to 
provide automatic shutdown, fire detection and protection systems, water consumption monitors and flow 
control systems, announcement and emergency warning systems, criticality and radiation monitors and 
alarms, and safeguards and security equipment). 

conserve energy (a) Actions to conserve energy or water, demonstrate potential energy or water conservation, and promote 
or water energy efficiency that would not have the potential to cause significant changes in the indoor or outdoor 

concentrations of potentially harmful substances. These actions may involve financial and technical 
assistance to individuals (such as builders, owners, consultants, manufacturers, and designers), 
organizations (such as utilities), and governments (such as state, local, and tribal). Covered actions 
include, but are not limited to weatherization (such as insulation and replacmg wmdows and doors); 
programmed lowering of thermostat settings; placement of timers on hot water heaters; installation or 
replacement of energy efficient lighting, low-flow plumbing fixtures (such as faucets, toilets, and 
showerheads), heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, and appliances; installation of drip­
irrigation systems; improvements in generator efficiency and appliance effic1ency ratings; efficiency 
improvements for vehicles and transportation (such as fleet changeout); power storage (such as flywheels 
and batteries, generally less than 10 megawatt equivalent); transportation management systems (such as 
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85.14 Combined 
heat and power 
or cogeneration 
systems 

85.16 Solar 
photovoltaic 
systems 

85.17 Solar 
thermal systems 

85.18 Wind 
turbines 

85.19 Ground 
source heat 
pumps 
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traffic signal control systems. car navigation, speed cameras, and automatic plate number recognition); 
development of energy-efficient manufacturing, industrial, or building practices; and small-scale energy 
efficiency and conservation research and development and small-scale pilot projects. Covered actions 
include building renovations or new structures, provided that they occur in a previously disturbed or 
developed area. Covered actions could involve commercial, residential, agncultural, academic, 
institutional, or industrial sectors. Covered actions do not include rulemakings, standard-settings, or 
proposed DOE legislation, except for those actions listed in 85.1 (b) of th1s appendix. (b) Covered actions 
include rulemakings that establish energy conservation standards for consumer products and industrial 
equipment, prov1ded that the actions would not: (1) have the potential to cause a significant change in 
manufacturing infrastructure (such as construction of new manufacturing plants with considerable 
associated ground disturbance); (2) involve significant unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of 
available resources (such as rare or limited raw materials); (3) have the potential to result in a significant 
increase in the disposal of materials posing significant risks to human health and the environment (such as 
RCRA hazardous wastes); or (4) have the potential to cause a significant increase in energy consumption 
in a state or region. 

Convers1on to, replacement of, or modification of combined heat and power or cogeneration systems (the 
sequential or simultaneous production of multiple forms of energy, such as thermal and electncal energy, 
in a single integrated system) at existing facilities, provided that the conversion, replacement, or 
modification would not have the potential to cause a significant increase in the quantity or rate of air 
emissions and would not have the potential to cause significant impacts to water resources. 

The installation, modification, operation, and removal of commercially available solar photovoltaic systems 
located on a building or other structure (such as rooftop, parking lot or facility, and mounted to signage, 
lighting, gates. or fences), or if located on land, generally comprising less than 10 acres within a prev1ously 
disturbed or developed area. Covered actions would be in accordance with applicable reqwements (such 
as local land use and zoning requirements) in the proposed project area and would incorporate 
appropriate control technologies and best management practices. 

The installation, modification, operation, and removal of commercially available smallscale solar thermal 
systems (including, but not limited to, solar hot water systems) located on or contiguous to a building, and 
if located on land, generally comprising less than 10 acres within a previously disturbed or developed 
area. Covered actions would be in accordance with applicable requirements (such as local land use and 
zoning requirements) in the proposed project area and would incorporate appropriate control technologies 
and best management practices. 

The installation, modification, operation, and removal of a small number (generally not more than 2) of 
commercially available wind turbines, with a total height generally less than 200 feet (measured from the 
ground to the maximum height of blade rotation) that (1) are located within a previously disturbed or 
developed area; (2) are located more than 10 nautical miles (about 11.5 miles) from an airport or aviation 
navigation aid; (3) are located more than 1.5 nautical miles (about 1.7 miles) from National Weather 
Service or Federal Aviation Administration Doppler weather radar; (4) would not have the potential to 
cause s1gnificant impacts on bird or bat populations; and (5) are sited or designed such that the project 
would not have the potential to cause significant impacts to persons (such as from shadow flicker and 
other visual effects. and noise). Covered actions would be in accordance with applicable requirements 
(such as local land use and zoning requirements) in the proposed project area and would incorporate 
appropnate control technologies and best management practices. Covered actions include only those 
related to wind turbines to be installed on land. 

The installation, modification, operation, and removal of commercially available smallscale ground source 
heat pumps to support operations in single facilities (such as a school or community center) or contiguous 
facilities (such as an office complex) (1) only where (a) major associated activities (such as drilling and 
discharge) are regulated, and (b) appropriate leakage and contaminant control measures would be in 
place (including for cross-contamination between aquifers); (2) that would not have the potential to cause 
significant changes in subsurface temperature; and (3) would be located within a previously disturbed or 
developed area. Covered actions would be in accordance with applicable reqwements (such as local land 
use and zoning requirements) in the proposed project area and would incorporate appropriate control 
technologies and best management practices. 

Rational for detennination: 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) provided federal funding to the Ohio Department of Development-Office of 
Energy under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 State Energy Program (SEP). The Ohio 
Department of Development-Office of energy proposes to use $30,883,238.84 of SEP funding for its "Ohio Revolving 
Loan Fund (RLF)," which will be administered by the Department of Development-Office of Energy. 

The RLF would provide low-interest loans to eligible local governments, small businesses, manufacturers, and non­
profit organizations and would fund energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. Activities funded by the Loan 
would be consistent with the activities in the uploaded and signed Templates. 

Previous NEPA determinations under this award and for similar activities include GF0-09-142-002 {85.1; 12-16-2009) 
and GF0-09-142-003 (A9, A11, 85.1; 12-16-2009). 

Any projects that fall outside of the scope of the Template are conditioned pending further NEPA review. 
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The following types of projects are consistent with the Template: 
- Energy efficiency retrofits and development of energy efficiency and conservation programs; 
- Development and implementation of building codes and inspections services; 
- Projects to increase participation and rates for material conservation programs: 
- Replacement of traffic signals and street lighting with energy efficient lighting; 
- Renewable energy projects, such as: 
• Solar Photovoltaic (roof-mounted or, if ground mounted less than 60kW); 
·Wind Turbine (single turbine less than 20kW); 
• Solar thermal system less than 20kW; 
• Solar thermal hot water 
• Closed loop ground source heat pump less than 5.5 tons; 
• Combined heat and power systems; 
• Biomass thermal less than 3MM8TUs/hour 
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Based on a review of the activities that would be funded under Ohio Revolving Loan Fund, DOE has determined the 
projects will not significantly impact the human environment and they are categorically excluded from further NEPA 
review under CX A9 "information gathering, analysis, and dissemination," A11 "technical advice and assistance," 
B1.31 "installation or relocation of machinery and equipment," B 1.32 "traffic flow adjustments," B1.35 "drop-off, 
collection, and transfer facilities for recyclable materials," B2.1 "workplace enhancements," B2.2 "building and 
equipment instrumentation," B5.1(a) "actions to conserve energy," 85.14 "combined heat and power or cogeneration 
systems," B5.16 "solar photovoltaic systems,· B5.17 "solar thermal systems," and B5.18 "wind turbines," and 85.19 
"ground source heat pumps." 

NEPA PROVISION 
DOE has made a final NEPA determination for this award 

Insert the following language in the award: 

Note to Specialist : 

Diana Scott 8.6.2012 

DOE Funding: $30,883,238.84 

Date: 6 { ts./ LoJ <.__ 

FIELD OFFICE MANAGER DETERMI 

0 Field Office Manager review required 

NCO REQUESTS THE FIELD OFFICE MANAGER REVIEW FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON: 

0 Proposed action fits within a categorical exclusion but involves a high profile or controversial issue that warrants Field Office 
Manager's attention. 

0 Proposed action falls within an EA or EIS category and therefore requires Field Office Manager's review and determination. 

BASED ON MY REVIEW I CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION OF THE NCO: 

Field Office Manager's Signature: ----------- --,-,- ---------­
Field Office Manager 

https://www.eere-pmc.energy.gov/GONEPNEF2a_Form.aspx?key=13810 

Date: --------
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