Updated August 2015

By the Numbers
Portsmouth Site Cleanup

In August 1952, the Atomic Energy Commission selected a tract of land in the Ohio Valley along the Scioto River in
Pike County, Ohio, for the site of the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant. In 1956, the plant was completed, but in
the 1960s Portsmouth’s mission changed from enriching uranium for nuclear weapons to one focused on producing
fuel for commercial nuclear power plants and other national security applications. The Portsmouth plant and its
sister facility in Paducah, Kentucky, worked in tandem to enrich uranium. The extensive environmental cleanup
program began at the 3,777-acre federal plant site in 1989 as a result of a Consent Decree signed between DOE and
the state of Ohio and an Administrative Consent Order with DOE and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Some key metrics related to the Portsmouth site include:
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