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By the Numbers
Idaho Site Cleanup

The Idaho National Laboratory (INL) site, a 890-square-mile Department of Energy
site located in the high desert of eastern Idaho, was established in 1949 on land once
used as a Naval gunnery range. The cleanup involves contamination from legacy wastes generated
from World War ll-era conventional weapons testing, government-owned research and defense
reactors, spent nuclear fuel reprocessing, laboratory research, and defense missions at other DOE
sites. Main focus areas are reducing risks to workers, the public, and the environment, and protecting
the Snake River Plain Aquifer, a sole source aquifer that sustains Idaho’s agricultural base.
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