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Energy Technology Engineering Center
(ETEC) Cleanup By the Numbers

The Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) is located approximately 29 miles northwest of Los Angeles,
California, in the southeast corner of Ventura County. The SSFL occupies 2,850 acres of hilly terrain,
with approximately 1,100 feet of topographic relief near the crest of the Simi Hills.

Starting in 1948, activities at SSFL included research, development, and testing of liquid-fueled rocket engines and asso-
ciated components, such as pumps and valves. The Department of Energy (DOE) leased Area |V, which was designated
as the Energy Technology Engineering Center (ETEC).

Beginning in 1957, the Sodium Reactor Experiment (SRE) was an experimental sodium cooled nuclear reactor and was the
first commercial nuclear power plant to provide electricity to the public. In July of 1959, accidental blockage of sodium
coolant led to a partial meltdown of the nuclear fuel and the release of radioactive gases into the environment. The facility
was decontaminated, refueled, and restarted in August 1960 and was permanently shut down in February 1964.

Currently, ETEC is being characterized in preparation for cleanup. DOE is committed to cleaning up Area IV of SSFL
consistent with the 2007 Consent Order and the 2010 Administrative Order on Consent signed with the state of California.
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