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Established in 1869, the Fort Belknap Reservation is the home Established in 1869, the Fort Belknap Reservation is the home 
to two distinct Northern Nations, the to two distinct Northern Nations, the GrosGros VentreVentre and the and the 
AssiniboineAssiniboine tribes. The reservation is located in north central tribes. The reservation is located in north central 
Montana about 36 miles from the Canadian border. Fort Montana about 36 miles from the Canadian border. Fort 
Belknap was established in 1869 near the present town of Belknap was established in 1869 near the present town of 
Chinook, Montana. The new fort served as a trading post and Chinook, Montana. The new fort served as a trading post and 
became the government agency for the became the government agency for the GrosGros VentreVentre and and 
AssiniboineAssiniboine Indians living in the area. On May 1, 1888, a Indians living in the area. On May 1, 1888, a 
congressional act set aside the land for the Fort Belknap congressional act set aside the land for the Fort Belknap 
Reservation. Later that year, the agency moved from Chinook to Reservation. Later that year, the agency moved from Chinook to 
its present location five miles east of Harlem, on the northwestits present location five miles east of Harlem, on the northwest 
corner of the reservation.corner of the reservation.
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The Fort Belknap Indian Reservation is located in The Fort Belknap Indian Reservation is located in 
north central Montana near the town of Harlem.  Its north central Montana near the town of Harlem.  Its 
northern border runs along the Milk River generally northern border runs along the Milk River generally 
north of US Highway 2 for a distance of about 32 north of US Highway 2 for a distance of about 32 
miles.  State Highway 66 bisects the reservation on miles.  State Highway 66 bisects the reservation on 
the west side from the Blaine County / Phillips the west side from the Blaine County / Phillips 
County line (the south border of the reservation) County line (the south border of the reservation) 
north to US Highway 2.  The reservation is north to US Highway 2.  The reservation is 
approximately 28 miles wide in the east/west approximately 28 miles wide in the east/west 
direction and approximately 37 miles long in the direction and approximately 37 miles long in the 
north/south direction.  The total land area of the north/south direction.  The total land area of the 
reservation is approximately 1,011 square miles.  reservation is approximately 1,011 square miles.  
Most of the reservation is located in Blaine County, Most of the reservation is located in Blaine County, 
while the eastern most five miles are located in while the eastern most five miles are located in 
Phillips County.  Phillips County.  
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Recognizing that Montana ranks fifth among Recognizing that Montana ranks fifth among 
all states in wind energy potential the all states in wind energy potential the 
Applicant has chosen to investigate the Applicant has chosen to investigate the 
opportunities for wind energy development on opportunities for wind energy development on 
the Reservation. Previously, on November 6, the Reservation. Previously, on November 6, 
2002, the Applicant installed a 20 meter 2002, the Applicant installed a 20 meter 
meteorological tower in the northwest portion meteorological tower in the northwest portion 
of the Reservation. That installation was of the Reservation. That installation was 
accomplished with equipment on loan accomplished with equipment on loan 
through the National Renewable Energy through the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (Laboratory (““NRELNREL””) Equipment Loan ) Equipment Loan 
Program and with advice from the NREL staff. Program and with advice from the NREL staff. 
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Contracted with Distributed Generation Contracted with Distributed Generation 
Systems, Inc. (Systems, Inc. (““DisgenDisgen””) of Lakewood, ) of Lakewood, 
Colorado to assist in the preparation of the Colorado to assist in the preparation of the 
DOE application and to conduct the Study in DOE application and to conduct the Study in 
cooperation with the cooperation with the FBICCFBICC’’ss staff. staff. 

Install a new 50 meter meteorological tower in Install a new 50 meter meteorological tower in 
the northwest portion of the reservation, move the northwest portion of the reservation, move 
the existing 20 meter meteorological equipment the existing 20 meter meteorological equipment 
to a location near an elementary school in the to a location near an elementary school in the 
community of community of LodgepoleLodgepole, in the southern , in the southern 
portion of the reservation and to install portion of the reservation and to install 
meteorological equipment on a communications meteorological equipment on a communications 
tower near Route 66 in the center of the tower near Route 66 in the center of the 
Reservation. Reservation. 
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Fort Belknap Indian Community CouncilFort Belknap Indian Community Council
FBIC Transportation Planning FBIC Transportation Planning 
DepartmentDepartment
FBIC EPAFBIC EPA
Disgen Native American Programs and Disgen Native American Programs and 
Resources (Cost Sharing Partner)Resources (Cost Sharing Partner)
Meteorologist Ed McCarthyMeteorologist Ed McCarthy
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The StudyThe Study’’s objective is to fully evaluate the s objective is to fully evaluate the 
ReservationReservation’’s potential for wind energy s potential for wind energy 
development both for use on Reservation and development both for use on Reservation and 
for export off Reservation. In addition, the for export off Reservation. In addition, the 
FBICCFBICC’’ss seeks to evaluate the potential for seeks to evaluate the potential for 
wind/electric water pumping and modern wind/electric water pumping and modern 
wind/mechanical water pumping systems for wind/mechanical water pumping systems for 
remote areas of the reservation and for remote areas of the reservation and for 
wind/hybrid systems that may be used on wind/hybrid systems that may be used on 
Reservation in ways that may assist the Reservation in ways that may assist the 
Applicant in managing its energy costs.Applicant in managing its energy costs.







Fort Belknaps Energy Future

DRAFT: DRAFT: 

Energy Policy demonstrates environmental Energy Policy demonstrates environmental 
leadership and provides direct economic leadership and provides direct economic 
and environmental benefitsand environmental benefits
to the Fort Belknap Community.to the Fort Belknap Community.
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AccomplishmentsAccomplishments

““KickKick--offoff”” Meeting HeldMeeting Held
MetMet--tower installationtower installation
Phase I Avian ScreeningPhase I Avian Screening



Updated DataUpdated Data









Technical or Management IssuesTechnical or Management Issues



Activities Yet to Be Activities Yet to Be 
CompletedCompleted

Phase I Avian ScreeningPhase I Avian Screening
Permit Process (to be completed)Permit Process (to be completed)
Transmission capability reviewTransmission capability review
Collection of wind dataCollection of wind data
Marketing AnalysisMarketing Analysis
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This Study will help determine whether This Study will help determine whether 
the wind resources at specific sites on the wind resources at specific sites on 
the Reservation are capable of being the Reservation are capable of being 
developed economically. developed economically. 
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Remote water siteRemote water site
For Buffalo PastureFor Buffalo Pasture
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Questions?Questions?

C. C. ““JohnJohn”” Healy Sr., Healy Sr., 
Transportation DirectorTransportation Director

Phone: 406Phone: 406--353353--84698469
Fax:     406Fax:     406--353353--85168516

Email: Email: cjohnhealysr@hotmail.comcjohnhealysr@hotmail.com
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