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Established in 1869, the Fort Belknap Reservation is the home to two 
distinct Northern Nations, the Gros Ventre and the Assiniboine tribes. 
The reservation is located in north central Montana about 36 miles 
from the Canadian border. Fort Belknap was established in 1869 near 
the present town of Chinook, Montana. The new fort served as a 
trading post and became the government agency for the Gros Ventre
and Assiniboine Indians living in the area. On May 1, 1888, a 
congressional act set aside the land for the Fort Belknap Reservation. 
Later that year, the agency moved from Chinook to its present location 
five miles east of Harlem, on the northwest corner of the reservation.
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The Fort Belknap Indian Reservation is located in 
north central Montana near the town of Harlem.  
Its northern border runs along the Milk River 
generally north of US Highway 2 for a distance 
of about 32 miles.  State Highway 66 bisects the 
reservation on the west side from the Blaine 
County / Phillips County line (the south border of 
the reservation) north to US Highway 2.  The 
reservation is approximately 28 miles wide in the 
east/west direction and approximately 37 miles 
long in the north/south direction.  The total land 
area of the reservation is approximately 1,011 
square miles.  Most of the reservation is located 
in Blaine County, while the eastern most five 
miles are located in Phillips County.  



Project OverviewProject Overview
Recognizing that Montana ranks fifth 
among all states in wind energy potential 
the Applicant has chosen to investigate the 
opportunities for wind energy development 
on the Reservation. Previously, on 
November 6, 2002, the Applicant installed a 
20 meter meteorological tower in the 
northwest portion of the Reservation. That 
installation was accomplished with 
equipment on loan through the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (“NREL”) 
Equipment Loan Program and with advice 
from the NREL staff. 
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Contracted with Distributed Generation 
Systems, Inc. (“Disgen”) of Lakewood, 
Colorado to assist in the preparation of the 
DOE application and to conduct the Study in 
cooperation with the FBICC’s staff. 

Install a new 50 meter meteorological tower 
in the northwest portion of the reservation, 
move the existing 20 meter meteorological 
equipment to a location near an elementary 
school in the community of Lodgepole, in the 
southern portion of the reservation and to 
install meteorological equipment on a 
communications tower near Route 66 in the 
center of the Reservation. 
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Project Participants

Fort Belknap Indian Community Council
FBIC Transportation Planning Department
FBIC EPA
Disgen Native American Programs and 
Resources (Cost Sharing Partner)
Meteorologist Ed McCarthy
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Objectives

The Study’s objective is to fully evaluate the 
Reservation’s potential for wind energy development 
both for use on Reservation and for export off 
Reservation. In addition, the FBICC’s seeks to 
evaluate the potential for wind/electric water 
pumping and modern wind/mechanical water 
pumping systems for remote areas of the reservation 
and for wind/hybrid systems that may be used on 
Reservation in ways that may assist the Applicant in 
managing its energy costs.
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New Projects

Currently working on a small turbine project to off set the 
energy cost for the bikeway/pedestrian path lighting system 
that was funded through a Montana Department of 
Transportation grant. 
Type of turbine: 10 kw Bergy, will have to utilize a few 
different funding sources for the whole package as the 
overall cost will be between $45-50,000.00
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Relevant Background Information

Previous Strategic Planning Session

November 13, 2002
Havre, MT

November 9, 2004
Fort Belknap, MT

January 3, 2006
Chinook,MT











NREL Anemometer

Site #1

South of Hays, Mt 

Monitoring period ran for 21 mo.  

Avg. annual wind speed (at 20 meters 
[66’]) measured at the site is 5.6 m/s
(12.4 mph). This average annual wind 
speed would suggest a moderate wind 
source, capable of supporting a small 
grid connected project. One small 
project that was discussed is a grid 
connected turbine to off set energy 
costs at the Hays-Lodgepole High 
School. 



NREL Anemometer

Site #2

In November/2002 the 
Anemometer Tower was 
relocated to the second site for 
data collection on the northern 
portion of the reservation. This 
is located on tribal land North 
West of the Fort Belknap 
Agency at, T31N,R22E,Sec.4, 
SE1/4,SW1/4,SW1/4. 



Fort Belknaps Energy Future

DRAFT: DRAFT: 

Energy Policy demonstrates environmental leadership Energy Policy demonstrates environmental leadership 
and provides direct economic and provides direct economic 
and environmental benefitsand environmental benefits
to the Fort Belknap Community.to the Fort Belknap Community.
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Requested Technical support

Equipment loan through the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (“NREL”) Equipment Loan 
Program. 
DOE Grant Submission
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On-going projects

Fort Belknap Indian Community (FBIC) is presently studying the 
feasibility of operating a community-sized ethanol production 
facility, feeding the wet distillers’ byproducts (WDB) to feeder 
cattle in a climate-controlled feedlot, and building an anaerobic 
digestion (AD) system to create biogas from the animal waste 
which powers the ethanol plant.  It is anticipated that this three-
fold production process will create dynamic economic synergies 
to produce a profitable renewable energy business venture as 
an employment and economic development project on Fort 
Belknap Reservation.  The ultimate goal is to site, design, 
engineer, construct, and operate such an integrated bio-refinery 
(IBR) facility, on Fort Belknap Reservation, if feasible.
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OnOn--going projectsgoing projects
Little Rockies Meat Packing CompanyLittle Rockies Meat Packing Company Little Rockies meat packing is Little Rockies meat packing is 

proudly and successfully owned and operated by the proudly and successfully owned and operated by the AssiniboineAssiniboine and and GrosGros
VentreVentre tribes of Montana. tribes of Montana. Pride of the Little Rockies Smoke House Pride of the Little Rockies Smoke House The Pride The Pride 
of the Little Rockies is a Tribal enterprise, 100% owned by the of the Little Rockies is a Tribal enterprise, 100% owned by the Fort Belknap Fort Belknap 
Indian Community and is a subsidiary of Fort Indian Community and is a subsidiary of Fort Belknap'sBelknap's Little Rockies Meat Little Rockies Meat 
Packing, Inc. Packing, Inc. Our products which are Beef and Bison Jerky, Meat Snack Sticks,Our products which are Beef and Bison Jerky, Meat Snack Sticks,
and eventually Sausage Products, will be manufactured in a smokeand eventually Sausage Products, will be manufactured in a smokehouse facility house facility 
on the Fort Belknap reservation in Montana where the existing coon the Fort Belknap reservation in Montana where the existing commodity mmodity 
building is located. building is located. The established smokehouse will produce healthy smoked The established smokehouse will produce healthy smoked 
meat snacks made from beef and bison raised on the Fort Belknap meat snacks made from beef and bison raised on the Fort Belknap Indian Indian 
Reservation and the surrounding communities of North Central MonReservation and the surrounding communities of North Central Montana. tana. This This 
smokehouse will provide employment opportunities for the Fort Besmokehouse will provide employment opportunities for the Fort Belknap Indian lknap Indian 
Reservation and the surrounding communities. Reservation and the surrounding communities. 

We will be branding the We will be branding the Pride of the Little RockiesPride of the Little Rockies as a Native American as a Native American 
enterprise within the Montana market, because of the many competenterprise within the Montana market, because of the many competitors and itors and 
which only a few are Native American owned. which only a few are Native American owned. We will also be promoting the We will also be promoting the 
bison products which will be our niche and what will set us aparbison products which will be our niche and what will set us apart, because our t, because our 
tribe, the Fort Belknap Indian Community, manages a bison herd otribe, the Fort Belknap Indian Community, manages a bison herd of f 
approximately 600 head on the reservationapproximately 600 head on the reservation

http://www.fortbelknapnations-nsn.gov/littleRockies.php
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Project Status

“Kick-off Meeting Held
Order/scheduling Met-tower installation
Radio Tower Communications 
Remote water site
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Activities Yet to Be Completed

Phase I Avian Screening
Permit Process (to be completed)
Transmission capability review
Collection of wind data
Marketing Analysis
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Future Plans 

This Study will help determine whether the 
wind resources at specific sites on the 
Reservation are capable of being developed 
economically. 
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Questions?

C. John Healy Sr., 
Transportation Director

Phone: 406-353-8469
Fax:     406-353-8434

Email: cjohnhealysr@fortbelknapnations-nsn.gov
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