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• HOW – demo of how to get a 

user account, contribute 
content, and participate in forum



WHY!
project motivation



WHY

Key Gaps Impact on Research
Difficult to find general 

guidelines and examples of 
well-designed field test plans

No easily-accessible central 
repository for field test best 

practices knowledge

Some researchers lack 
specific experience on how to 
conduct rigorous whole-home 

field tests

There is great variation in quality of 
field test plans & experiment design. 

There is risk of reinventing wheels.  
Putting the “RE” in “RESEARCH.”

Field tests can be slow, costly, and 
not as informative as they could be.

Efficient field-test design is crucial to achieving SPEED & SCALE



WHY
!

Need to create a resource that:!
!

} Organizes, and makes publicly available, knowledge from 
Building America’s rich history of high-performance 
building field tests!

} Uses an easily accessible, dynamic medium so 
information can be searched, sorted, assembled, and 
updated as needed by users!

} Meets program needs in the near term, and serves a 
broader community of users in future years



WHAT!
overview of site structure & 

content



WHAT



WHAT

3-D Approach to Content Organization
Field Test Start to 

Finish	
  
• Structuring research 

questions	
  
• Experiment design	
  
• Short vs. long term 

field tests 	
  
• Field test execution	
  
• Data analysis & 

uncertainties	
  
• Reporting 

requirements	
  
• Examples of test plans 

& final reports

Building Components 
& Systems	
  

• Building UA	
  
• Windows	
  
• Foundations	
  
• Buffer spaces	
  
• Heating, Ventilation, 

and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC)	
  

• Domestic Hot Water 
(DHW)	
  

• Lighting	
  
• Photovoltaic (PV) 

Systems	
  

Measurement & 
Instrumentation	
  

• Leakage & infiltration	
  
• Temperature	
  
• Humidity	
  
• Fluid flow	
  
• Electrical energy	
  
• Pressure	
  
• Heat flux	
  
• Data acquisition 

systems	
  
• Weather	
  
• Occupancy



WHAT

Sample Pages



WHAT

Photos, Tables, & Diagrams



WHAT

Anyone	
  can	
  view	
  site	
  and	
  search	
  for	
  content

You	
  need	
  to	
  register	
  and	
  receive	
  log-­‐in	
  
credentials	
  to	
  contribute	
  new	
  content,	
  edit	
  
existing	
  content,	
  or	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  user	
  

forum



WHAT

Brand New: Facilitated Forum!
!
• Allows informal discussion & tips exchange between 

members!
• Can talk about direct experience with specific 

equipment!
• Post photos, pdfs, links to other information



HOW!
demo of how to get a user 

account, contribute content, 
and participate in forum


