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The Petitioner, Ford Motor Company Research and Advanced Engineering Laboratory 
(Ford), was awarded this cooperative agreement for the performance of work entitled "Ford 
Thermoelectric HVAC Project". The goal of the 'cooperative agreement is to investigate the 
technical and business feasibility of zonal thermoelectric HVAC hardware and design 
methodologies that can support advanced climate control activities. Ford and its partners 
(Visteon) will provide an assessment of the technical and commercial feasibility of using a zonal 
thermoelectric HVAC for light-duty vehicle applications. This waiver is for inventions of Ford 
and its subcontractor Visteon. Further details of the research to be conducted under this 
agreement are provided in response to question 2 of the waiver petition'. 

The total estimated cost of the cooperative agreement, including subcontracts, is 
$8,400,000, with the DOE share being $4,200,000 or 50%. Cost sharing of the project by Ford 
and its subcontractors is thus $4,200,000 or fifty percent (50%). The period of performance of 
the agreement is from April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2012. 

In its response to questions 5 of the attached waiver petition, Ford has described its 
technical competence in the field of automotive vehicle technologies. Specifically related to the 
work to be conducted under this agreement, Ford states that it has a long history of developing 
innovative technical solutions for vehicle systems. It was the first company to introduce a no­
compromise hybrid-electric crossover vehicle, the Escape HEV. In addition to full capabilities 
for product development of these systems, Ford Research and Innovation Center (RIC), has 
played an important role in the research of advanced vehicle climate control technologies. Fo.rd 
has listed selected patents filed in the past four years covering climate control technology in 
response to question 5 of the petition. In addition, Ford states that Visteon, as a vehicle Tier-1 
supplier, has been actively working on a climate control system hardware development and 
integration of advanced climate system technologies for many years. A representative listing of 
Visteon patents covering climate control technology is provided in response to question 5. 
Ford's and Visteo'n's technological experience and financial investment demonstrate its 
expertise as well as its commitment to further development and improvement of hybrid vehicle 
technologies. 

From its response to question 10, Ford states that it is unlikely that grant of the waiver 
will place Ford in a preferred market position since there are a number of Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs) that are actively pursuing research in this area. Ford also intents to 
commercialize any inventions covered by this waiver, such that Ford will most likely become 
one of several competitors in the field along with others who are presently engaged in HVAC 
system and df!velopment. It is unlikely that competition will be adversely affected by grant of 
the waiver. 

In view of the cost sharing and other equities between Ford and its subcontractors, it is 
anticipated that the parties will develop an appropriate allocation of patent rights among the 
partiCipants to facilitate the expeditious development of the technology forming the subject 
matter of the agreement. Accordingly, DOE will waive title to all subject inventions made by 
Ford's employees. and its subcontractors' employees, regardless of tier, except inventions 
made by subcontractors eligible to retain title pursuant to P.L. 96-517, as amended, or National 





3 

(t) U. S. COMPETITIVENESS The Contractor agrees that any products embodying any waived 
invention or produced through the use of any waived invention will be manufactured substantially in 
the United States unless the Contractor can show to the satisfaction of the DOE that it is not 
commercially feasible to do so. In the event the DOE agrees to foreign manufacture, there will be a 
requirement that the Government's support of the technology be recognized in some appropriate 
manner, e.g., recoupment of the Government's investment, etc. The Contractor agrees that it will 
not license, assign or otherwise transfer any waived invention to any entity unless that entity agrees 
to these same requirements. Shol,Jld the Contractor or other such entity receiving rights in the 
invention undergo a change in ownership amounting to a controlling interest, then the waiver, 
assignment, 
license, or other transfer of rights in the waived invention is suspended until approved in writing by 
the DOE. 




