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Kristina Johnson, Under Secretary for Energy 

Kristina M. Johnson was previously the provost and senior vice president for academic 
affairs of Johns Hopkins University. Prior to that, Johnson served as the Dean of Duke 
University's Pratt School of Engineering from 1999-2007 where she helped to set up 
interdisciplinary efforts in photonics, bioengineering and biologically inspired materials, 
and energy and the environment. Before that she was on the faculty of the University of 
Colorado, Boulder from 1985-1999 where she led an NSF Engineering Research Center 
and involved engineers, mathematicians, physicists, chemists and psychologists in 
working to make computers faster and better connected. Johnson is an electrical engineer 
with more than 129 US and foreign patents or patents pending. 

 

Steven Koonin, Under Secretary for Science 

Dr. Steven E. Koonin was previously Chief Scientist for BP, plc, where he was 
responsible for guiding the company's long-range technology strategy, particularly in 
alternative and renewable energy sources.  Koonin joined BP in 2004 following a 29-year 
career at the California Institute of Technology as a Professor of Theoretical Physics, 
including a 9-year term as the Institute's Provost. He has served on numerous advisory 
bodies for the National Science Foundation, the Department of Defense, and the 
Department of Energy and its various national laboratories.  Koonin's research interests 
have included theoretical and computational physics, as well as global environmental 
science.   He did his undergraduate work at Caltech and has a PhD from MIT. 

 


