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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

m e m o r a n d u m 
 
 

   8 November2011 
 
From:  Rocco Clark, Jr., Natural Resource Specialist (Environmental Coordinator) 
 
To: IDT Members 
 

Subject:  IDT Agenda           Tuesday, November 15th, 2011 
     Wildlife Annex Conference Room 
 
  
 
 
 
08:30 AM to 09:00 AM Camas Patch Restoration – Mr. Ryan DeKnikker 
 
 
09:01 AM to 09:15 AM Drop 4 Status Update – Ms. Connie Lewis 
 
 
09:16 AM to 09:45 AM Corn Ground Pile Facility – Mr. Rick Mains 
 
 
09:46 AM to 11:30 AM Timber Sale Planning 
 
 Lakebeds III   
 East Satus  
 Panther Creek III 
 Tepee Creek II 
 Kinney Creek II 
 Upper McCreedy Creek 
 Clearwater Creek 
 Hagerty Butte III 

 
11:31 AM to 12:00 PM Mountain Pine Beetle (Salvage) – Mr. William Schuster 
 
 
*Presale Foresters, Roads, Silviculturists, Archaeologists, Range, Soils, Cultural Resources, 
Fisheries, Water Resources, and Wildlife Program Representatives please prepare a written 
status report on each logging unit you are assigned and provide 20 copies for handouts at the 
meeting. 
 
Thank You for your participation in IDT. 



ROCCO J. CLARK, JR., NATURAL RESOURCE SPECIALIST (ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR) 

NATURAL RESOURCES – SOILS & ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION 

YAKAMA AGENCY – BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

IDT MEETING SUMMARY ON 11-15-2011 

 

The summary will comprise of specific points discussed at the IDT (see below). 

 
Camas Patch Restoration (Ryan DeKnikker) 

 Mr. DeKnikker provided the following updates (power point presentation) 
o Project proposed start will be June 2012 (summer) 

 IDT recommended to consult with Mr. Fred Ike on structures 

 No paper copy documents distributed to the IDT 
 
Drop 4 Status Update (Connie Lewis and Peggy Williamson) 

 Ms. Lewis provided the following updates 
o Proposed project waiting on geotechnical work (soil samples) 

 Ms. Williamson provided the following updates 
o Ms. Williamson will provide more information for the IDT to evaluate and assess 

to complete resource comments on the proposed project.  The proposed project 
EA with IDT comments will have a close to final EA prepared for the next IDT 
meeting in December. 

 Mr. Edwin Lewis requested a WIP permit be obtained 

 No paper copy documents distributed to the IDT 
 
Corn Ground Pile Facility (Rick Mains and Nathan Larsen) 

 Mr. Mains provided the following updates 
o Proposed project with tenant (Nathan Larsen) to expand capacity of current 

operation on fee land onto trust property to serve the expanding needs of corn 
storage. 

o The facility will use approximately 5.5 acres for storage. 
o The site will have an asphalt surface, piles will be covered by tarp, electrical 

building will be on-site, fans will dry the corn, and fuel will not be stored on 
property, potable water for employees. 

 IDT recommended the following 
o Permit from WIP be obtained 
o Zoning be addressed with Mr. Virgil James – change of  use 

 Paper copy of map distributed to the IDT. 
 
 



Timber Sale Planning 
Hagerty Butte III (Rob Mallery for Tia Beavert – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Mallery provided the following updates 
o Need resource reports 

 Mr. Jeff Deardorff gave brief description of the silviculture 

 Field trip scheduled to the logging unit for 8am December 5th, 2011 

 Paper copy of the status update distributed to the IDT 
 
Clearwater Creek (Lindsay Maldonado – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Maldonado provided the following updates 
o Mr. Maldonado read the IDT meeting matrix for the Clearwater Creek logging 

unit which included Reference (Chapter, Section and Page per MEAs), Alternative 
A (No Harvest), and Alternative B – timber harvest, tractor and skyline (Areas for 
MEAs, General Forest, Alpine, Safety Corridor, Riparian and OG, Non Harvest 
Entry MEAs, deferral areas 

 Ms. Trudy Pinkham gave notice to IDT that the “Roadless” topic determined by tribal 
council timber committee will be revisited.  

 IDT recommended and provided the following 
o The topic of “roadless” stay as a standalone issue as determined from tribal 

council timber committee. 
o Mountain goat winter area is likely in the Alpine MEA (primarily roadless area). 
o Bull trout likely in Trappers Creek 
o Concern with work on roads 
o Engineering will use funds from couple timber sales for the roads (Mount Adams 

Road and Potato Hill Road) 
o Recommended for IDT to provide written response on the issue of “Roadless” 

(Alpine MEA that is primarily roadless) as a standalone (Issue Number 7) 

 IDT site visit scheduled 8am October 26th, 2011. 

 Maps when provided will be routed to the IDT. 

 Paper copy of the Clearwater Creek logging unit status distributed to the IDT. 
 
Lakebeds III (Lindsay Maldonado – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Maldonado provided the following updates 
o Mr. Dave Shaw of OST assisting on research of the US97 and BPA ROW issues 

relating to the safety concern and liability. 

 Mr. Mark Nuetzmann and Mr. Jeff Deardorff will work together with regards to the 
Section 7 consultation (formal or informal) 

 Paper copy of the Lakebeds III logging unit October 18th, 2011 Memorandum distributed 
to the IDT. 

 
Panther Creek III (Lindsay Maldonado – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Maldonado provided the following updates 
o Timber cruising 90% completed 



 Consultation will depend upon entry into Spotted Owl habitat (formal or informal) 

 Paper copy of the Panther Creek III logging unit distributed to the IDT. 
 
East Satus (Lindsay Maldonado – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Maldonado provided the following updates 
o Mr. Dave Shaw of OST assisting on research of the US97 and BPA ROW issues 

relating to the safety concern and liability. 
o Need final reports (deadline will be next month – mid month) 
o Consultation will be Informal – Biological Evaluation  

 Paper copy of the East Satus logging unit status distributed to the IDT. 
 
Tepee Creek II (Robert Mallery – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Deardorff stated the riparian needs harvesting 

 No paper copy of the Tepee Creek II logging unit status distributed to the IDT. 
 
Kinney Creek (Robert Mallery – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Mallery provided the following updates 
o Likely formal consultation 

 Ms. Merrilie Gunnier - Archaeology report target completion is next spring 

 Ms. Yvonne Colfax - Concern with which roads will be utilized 

 Ms. Fred Ike – Engineering 60% complete 

 No paper copy of the Kinney Creek logging unit status distributed to the IDT. 
 
Upper McCreedy Creek (Jon Sampson – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Jon Sampson provided the following updates 
o Read status update 

 Discussion on consultation 

 Mr. Eric Joliffe briefly discussed the silviculture prescription (patch cuts) 

 Wet areas being negotiated 

 Request from IDT to check a section (west side of LU) which used to be primitive area  

 Paper copy of the Upper McCreedy logging unit distributed to the IDT 
 
Pinegrass Ridge III LU – Handoff Meeting (Jon Sampson – BIA Presales) 

 IDT resources gave TSOs issues of concern 

 Mountain Goat Buffer – 3 options being presented to tribal council for determination 
 
Mountain Pine Beetle – Salvage (William Schuster – BIA Forestry) 

 Mr. Schuster provided the following updates 
o MPB information (plus maps) when obtained will be forwarded to the IDT 
o Working on transferring funds to the IDT resources 
o Harvesting lodge pole in the Sheep Butte LU 

Other 

 Ms. Gunnier and Mr. Deardorff provided status briefs to the IDT 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

m e m o r a n d u m 
 
 

   12 December 2011 
 
From:  Rocco Clark, Jr., Natural Resource Specialist (Environmental Coordinator) 
 
To: IDT Members 
 

Subject:  IDT Agenda           Tuesday, December 20th, 2011 
     Wildlife Annex Conference Room 
 
  
 
 
 
08:30 AM to 9:15 AM Drop 4 Project – Ms. Connie Lewis & Ms. Peggy Williamson 
 
 
09:16 AM to 10:00 AM Legends Casino Expansion Project - Mr. Ray Spencer 
    Environmental Review 
 
10:01 AM to 11:30 AM Timber Sale Planning 
 

 Lakebeds III   
 East Satus  
 Panther Creek III 
 Tepee Creek II 
 Kinney Creek II 
 Upper McCreedy Creek 
 Hagerty Butte III 
 Sheep Butte II – Initiated November 10th, 2011 

 
 
11:31 AM to 12:00 PM Mountain Pine Beetle (Salvage) – Mr. William Schuster 
 
 
*Presale Foresters, Roads, Silviculturists, Archaeologists, Range, Soils, Cultural Resources, 
Fisheries, Water Resources, and Wildlife Program Representatives please prepare a written 
status report on each logging unit you are assigned and provide 20 copies for handouts at the 
meeting. 
 
Thank You for your participation in IDT. 
 
 



ROCCO J. CLARK, JR., NATURAL RESOURCE SPECIALIST (ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR) 

NATURAL RESOURCES – SOILS & ENVIRONMENTAL SECTION 

YAKAMA AGENCY – BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

IDT MEETING SUMMARY ON 12-20-2011 

 

The summary will comprise of specific points discussed at the IDT (see below). 

Drop 4 Status Update (Ms. Connie Lewis and Ms. Peggy Williamson) 

 Ms. Lewis and Ms. Williamson provided the following updates 
o Department of Energy is a cooperating agency with information forwarded for 

their review and comment 
o Proposed project waiting on geotechnical work (soil samples) 
o Environmental Assessment is only draft form, resource reports are needed once 

Ms. Williamson provides more information. 
o Permits required (FERC, WIP, etc…) 

 IDT had concerns and comments 
o Is a Biological Assessment needed (Fisheries)? 
o What consultation will be needed (no effect, informal, formal)? YN Fisheries will 

complete documentation determining the consultation. 
o Goal to get ESA fish out of Harrah Drain into Toppenish Creek (idea of 

implementing a fish screen) 
o Concern with stabilization of the banks (soil saturation) 
o Landowners affected by the project 
o YN & WIP Memorandum of Agreement 
o Under what water quality standards (State, Tribal, or US EPA) 

 Paper copies and CD of the Draft Environmental Assessment distributed to the IDT 
 
Legends Casino Expansion Project (Mr. Ray Spencer and Mr. Frank Whitefoot) 

 Mr. Spencer and Ms. Whitefoot provided the following updates on Legends Casino 
addressing comments received by YN Water Resources (Yvonne Colfax) 

o Hotel will be a six story not a five story 
o A multi-story (3 story) parking garage will be implemented in the first phase of 

the project 
o Front of house square footage increase – justification will be incorporated within 

the EA document (Environmental Review) 
o Engineering Shop square footage increase – justification will be incorporated 

within the EA document 
o Disruption will be evident for the various departments due to the remodels and 

construction of the project 



o Childcare facility square footage increase – justification will be incorporated 
within the EA document 

o Project Need will be changed and modified to fit the original intent of the project 
o Sewer Source Summary with the MBR and the Task Force comprised to resolve 

the issues with mitigation measures developed – The MBR Task Force has been 
evaluating the failed effluent infiltration bed with short term and long term 
mitigation measures. The short term resolution identified by the MBR Task Force 
is to route effluent in excess or irrigation needs to the City of Toppenish’s 
WWTP. The longer term solution currently being evaluated by the MBR Task 
Force is discharging excess effluent to Wanity Slough under a National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Short Term discharge is to the 
Wapato Irrigation Project ditch located south of the treatment plant. 

o Stormwater Summary – Legends will address the issue of a storm water 
management plan (sand oil separator) with regards to the parking garage and 
the project. 

o Air Quality – Requesting the air quality within the building be addressed. The 
expansion with larger gaming area with current gaming machines will be placed 
into the new gaming area, which the Events Center was not built as a smoking 
gaming area.  More fresh air intakes will be implemented into the expansion 
area. 

o Tribal Council approved for Legends Casino to use the International 2006 
Standards 

o Potable Water – Recently, a water well was installed to an approximate depth of 
425 feet on the site to provide potable and fire suppression water. The system 
design was augmented by a water storage tank that interconnects with the 
Yakama Nation Facilities system such that potable water can be supplied by 
either system to any of the interconnected system consumers. The potable 
water will be pumped with regards to the proposed hotel.  

 Paper copies and CD of the Draft Environmental Assessment (Environmental Review) 
distributed to the IDT 

 
Timber Sale Planning 
Clearwater Creek, Lakebeds III, Panther Creek III, East Satus, and Sheep Butte II (Lindsay 
Maldonado – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Robert Mallery informed the IDT Mr. Maldonado is sick 

 Paper copy of status updates on the logging units have been distributed to the IDT. 
 
Tepee Creek II and Kinney Creek II (Robert Mallery – BIA Presales) 

 No change 

 Paper copy of the status updates on the logging units have been distributed to the IDT. 
 
Upper McCreedy Creek (Jon Sampson – BIA Presales) 

 Mr. Jon Sampson provided the following updates 



o OGMEA (2) – already existing (demonstrated on new sale map) 
o West end boundary of sale has been cleaned up 
o Waiting on information from fisheries to proceed on working on the riparian’s 

 Paper copy and updated map of the Upper McCreedy logging unit distributed to the IDT 
 
Hagerty Butte III (Tia Beavert – BIA Presales) 

 Ms. Beavert provided the following updates 
o Need resource reports 
o Tribal fee property identified on the sale map 

 Paper copy of the Hagerty Butte III status update distributed to the IDT 
 
Mountain Pine Beetle – Salvage (William Schuster – BIA Forestry) 

o No status update – Mr. Schuster did not attend the IDT meeting 
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Appendix B  Senate Bill 6693 
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Appendix C Project Drawings 
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Appendix D Yakama Nation Engineering Program Report 
































