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The Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) frequently and 
routinely collaborates, partners, and provides funding to others that have specialized expertise, 
capabilities, facilities, and capacity to further the laboratory’s research operations.  The proposed 
actions comprise laboratory or bench-scale research activities, small-scale fabrication, and analytical 
sample testing that occurs in existing, offsite, indoor non-NREL facilities utilized in support of 
research operations.  These types of activities include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Laboratory or bench-scale research and development activities  
2. Small-scale fabrication 
3. Conventional laboratory operations, including preparation of chemical standards and sample 

analysis 

Activities Not Covered:  

The following are not considered bench-scale laboratory or small scale fabrication actions. These are 
specifically excluded from this determination and require additional NEPA review. These include but 
are not limited to: 

1. Outdoor activities 
2. Pilot- or large-scale research activities 
3. Demonstration actions undertaken to show whether a technology would be viable on a larger 

scale and suitable for commercial development 
4. Activities requiring a modification of existing permits or regulatory approval prior to 

undertaking the activity 
5. Construction or reconfiguration of existing laboratory facilities resulting in a new or larger 

footprint 
6. Construction of a new laboratory facility 

Applicable Categorical Exclusion: 

B3.6 Small-scale research and development, laboratory operations, and pilot projects:  operation of 
facilities for small-scale research and development projects; conventional laboratory operations (such 
as preparation of chemical standards and sample analysis); and small-scale pilot projects (generally 
less than 2 years) frequently conducted to verify a concept before demonstration actions, provided that 
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