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PND Number: NREL-PND-01 
 
Title: Routine Business Activities, Administrative Activities, and Planning Actions 
 
This Programmatic NEPA Determination applies to routine business activities, administrative 
activities, and planning actions conducted by the Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL).  These types of activities include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Award interpretations and modifications without change in scope (e.g., revising a contract to 
change the period of performance) 

2. Awarding contracts (e.g., subcontracts, Task Order agreements, purchase orders, cooperative 
research and development agreements, and Work for Others agreements) 

3. Establishing new leases for office space  

4. Renewing lease agreements where activities would remain the same 

5. Emergency preparedness planning and emergency planning exercises  

6. Design activities, including: 

a. Conceptual design or preliminary design activities for building construction (to 
establish cost and scope where funding may or may not be available, and the project 
may or may not go forward) 

b. Final design activities for infrastructure and building repair, maintenance, and upgrades 
(to establish cost and scope where funding may or may not be available, and the project 
may or may not go forward) 

c. Projects where preliminary field work (i.e., a site visit) is needed to inform the design 
team (e.g., visiting a site to ascertain where a met tower would be placed) 

7. Procurement of services such as: 

a. Support services, including software maintenance agreements and license renewals; 
analytical services; emergency response services; library agreements and subscriptions; 
conference, workshop, and training registration; equipment and facility repair and 
maintenance;  

b. Technical services, including consulting support; engineering reviews; computer 
modeling; independent reviews and assessments; training support and development; 
information gathering, analysis, and dissemination  
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8. Procurement actions that would support ongoing business, operational, and research activities, 
such as: 

a. Office equipment and supplies  

b. Research supplies, parts, and equipment     

c. Safety equipment (e.g., PPE, signage, monitoring and sampling equipment)  

d. Facility and infrastructure parts and equipment 

e. Furniture, including cubicle walls and storage cabinets 

f. Computer and network software, hardware, and peripherals 

Activities Not Covered: 

The following actions are considered to be routine business activities, administrative activities, and 
planning actions but are specifically excluded from this determination and require additional NEPA 
review. These include but are not limited to:   

1. Individual tasks under a Task Order agreement awarded for construction, earthmoving, 
trenching, or utility repair 

2. Leasing new laboratory space  

3. Renewing lease agreements where activities to be conducted in the leased space would change 

4. Site characterization or environmental monitoring 

5. Design activities: 

a. Final design for building construction  

b. Design/build projects 

c. Design/bid/build projects 

6. Construction activities 

Applicable Categorical Exclusions: 

A1 Routine DOE business actions: Routine actions necessary to support the normal conduct of 
DOE business limited to administrative, financial, and personnel actions. 

A2 Clarifying or administrative contract actions: Contract interpretations, amendments, and 
modifications that are clarifying or administrative in nature. 

A8 Awards of certain contracts: Awards of contracts for technical support services, management 
and operation of a government-owned facility, and personal services. 

A9 Information gathering, analysis, and dissemination: Information gathering; data analysis, 
document preparation; and information dissemination, but not including site characterization or 
environmental monitoring. 
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