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Focus on Environment 

Igniting Project Greenfire: Tribe’s 
energy plans could include ‘green’ roof, 
solar panels on Potawatomi Bingo 
Casino 
Premium content from The Business Journal - by Pete Millard 

Date: Sunday, December 20, 2009, 11:00pm CST 

Related: 

Media & Marketing, Environment, Energy 

Saving hundreds of thousands of dollars each year on energy costs is reason enough for 
the Forest County Potawatomi Community to implement energy conservation programs at 
the tribe’s Milwaukee casino and government campus in Crandon. 

Yet, the Potawatomi tribe’s Project Greenfire is reaching beyond improving its internal 
energy management practices by raising public awareness on the importance of sustaining 
natural resources and maintaining clean air, water and land. 

“Since we were young, our elders instilled in us the importance of protecting Mother Earth 
and the resources she provides,” said former Potawatomi chairman Phil Shopodock in July 
2009 when he unveiled plans for what would become Project Greenfire. 

The Potawatomi tribe established Project Greenfire as an outgrowth of its representation on 
Gov. Jim Doyle’s Task Force on Global Warming. The Potawatomi served as the only tribal 
representative on the task force to help ensure that it developed policies that reduce 
carbon emissions in Wisconsin, said Jeff Crawford, the attorney general for the tribe. 

At the Potawatomi’s 780,000-square-foot casino in Milwaukee’s Menomonee Valley, the 
tribe is working with the state’s Focus on Energy program to reduce its carbon footprint 
and its electricity and natural gas usage. Potawatomi Bingo Casino is the largest Indian 
gaming and entertainment facility in the world, according to Casino City, a gaming industry 
magazine. The 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week casino ranks as one of We Energies’ top 
50 customers in the utility’s eastern Wisconsin service territory. 

“The casino is similar to a midsize manufacturer in terms of its usage,” said Brian Manthey, 
a We Energies spokesman. 

We Energies has been collaborating with the tribe’s facilities management division for 
several years to lower energy demand. Manthey said We Energies connected the tribe with 
Focus on Energy, an energy management agency administered by the state and financed 
by Wisconsin utilities, to access federal and state grants that can be applied to heating, air 
conditioning and lighting upgrades. 

Using 2007 as a base-line year, the casino used 10.2 percent less energy per square foot 
for the 12-month period ended June 30, 2009, and carbon emissions were 17.7 percent 
lower over the same period, said Crawford. 

“We’ve made progress, but there’s more we can do,” said Crawford. 

Stimulus money 

Through its affiliation with Focus on Energy, which has conducted energy audits at the 
Milwaukee casino and the tribe’s government campus in Crandon, the Potawatomi 
Community was awarded $1.2 million in federal stimulus money from the U.S. Department 
of Energy that will be used to upgrade its lighting systems in the Milwaukee casino parking 
ramps. 

According to a Focus on Energy spokeswoman, the new lighting fixtures will lower the 
tribe’s parking structure light bill by 25 percent or more and lower its carbon footprint by 

http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/stories/2009/12/21/focus1.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/stories/2009/12/21/focus1.html?s=print
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about 4 percent. Through the Focus on Energy audits, the tribe has identified more than 
100 energy-saving ideas in Milwaukee and Crandon, said Crawford. 

In order to better track the tribe’s energy usage and associated carbon footprint, as well as 
the results of its energy-efficiency measures, the tribe prepares quarterly energy and 
carbon reports. These reports provide a breakdown of its usage of electricity, natural gas 
and propane at all of its facilities. 

When the Potawatomi’s $240 million casino expansion opened to visitors in the summer of 
2008, it included the latest in lighting technology installed by Germantown’s Creative 
Lighting Design & Engineering Inc. Creative Lighting Design incorporated colored lamps 
with LED, state-of-the-art lighting systems that dazzle visitors at the casino. Marty Peck, 
president of the firm, said the lighting systems are both functional and a form of art. 

“Although we designed the lighting system to be energy efficient, technology changes 
monthly, opening up new opportunities for improvements and cost savings,” said Peck. 

‘Green’ roof 

While energy consumption and a reduced carbon footprint are the primary goals of Project 
Greenfire, the Potawatomi Community is exploring other “green” innovations for the casino 
and government campus. Crawford said the tribe is considering an approximate’s 200,000-
square-foot green roof for the casino, which would be one of the largest green roofs in the 
Midwest. 

Crawford said the tribe is also costing out the potential savings of adding solar panels to 
the casino and parking structure roofs. In the future, Crawford said there may be 
opportunities to save money at the casino by firing up its back-up generators during peak 
electricity demand periods in the summer and going off the We Energies grid. If the tribe 
can become an interruptible customer during peak demand periods, the casino will receive 
lower commercial rates for electricity. 

In Forest County, the Potawatomi Community is examining additional renewable energy 
options to gain energy independence and further lower its carbon profile. For example, the 
tribe is working to lower its transportation emissions by switching to a four-day workweek 
for its government operations in Forest County. The switch has resulted in a reduction of 
approximately 170 tons of carbon dioxide emissions per year from avoided travel. 

As part of Greenfire’s statewide mission, the Potawatomi Community began a statewide 
media campaign last summer that included the establishment of a Web site, 
www.endglobalwarmingwi.org, that hopes to raise the public awareness of energy 
conservation and protecting the state’s natural resources. The tribe produced three 
television ads that ran in every media market in Wisconsin. 

Project Greenfire 

The Forest County Potawatomi Community’s renewable energy projects include the 
following efforts on its north woods reservation: 

• Development of a biomass co-generation plant in Forest County 
• Construction of a biomass district heating system for the government campus 
• Development of a small wind farm on Sugar Bush Hill on the tribe’s reservation 
• Purchase of a biogas generator to produce electricity from the tribe’s solid waste and 
sewage plants 

Source: Forest County Potawatomi Community 

http:www.endglobalwarmingwi.org
http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/stories/2009/12/21/focus1.html?s=print
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Potawatomi buys green energy credits 
The Business Journal  

Date: Thursday, February 3, 2011, 11:46am CST 

Related: 

Environment, Energy 

The Forest County Potawatomi Community has purchased enough renewable energy 
credits to power all of its facilities, including Potawatomi Bingo Casino in Milwaukee, for 
2010, 2011 and 2012, the tribe said Thursday in a news release. 

The tribe has purchased the equivalent of 55 million kilowatt-hours per year from certified 
wind-energy facilities, enough to avoid the carbon dioxide emissions of 8,000 passenger 
vehicles per year or the amount of electricity used to power more than 5,000 homes, the 
release said. 

With the purchase, the Forest County Potawatomi becomes a member of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Green Power Partnership, a voluntary program that 
encourages organizations to buy green power. 

The tribe has been implementing several steps to reduce energy usage in recent years, 
including installing LED lights, using light occupancy sensors and upgrading the lighting in 
Potawatomi Bingo Casino’s parking facility. Click here for a December 2009 story about 
Potawatomi’s energy conservation efforts. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2011/02/03/potawatomi-buys-green-energy-credits.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2011/02/03/potawatomi-buys-green-energy-cr
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Forest County Potawatomi Community: Invests in sustainability 
2/4/2011 

Contact: George Ermert: 414-405-0838 

Tribe acquires green power for all facilities, including casinos 

[Crandon, WI] The Forest County Potawatomi Community announced that it has purchased enough 
green power to meet 100% of the Tribe’s electricity usage at all its facilities, including Potawatomi 
Bingo Casino (Milwaukee, WI) and Potawatomi Carter Casino & Hotel (Carter, WI). 

The Tribe purchased Renewable Energy Credits equal to 100% of their electricity use for 2010, 2011 
and 2012. With an annual purchase of nearly 55 million kilowatt-hours (kWh), the Potawatomi are 
able to provide green power for their operations in Forest County, Wisconsin and their gaming 
facilities in Milwaukee and Carter.  

The green power comes from certified wind-energy facilities in the United States.  

“As a people, the Potawatomi have been taught to protect the resources Mother Earth provides,” said 
Potawatomi Chairman Gus Frank. “Ensuring that our facilities are powered by clean, renewable 
resources is another way we can reduce our own impact and decrease the amount of harmful emissions 
that are released into our air and water from burning coal.” 

The nearly 55 million kilowatt-hours (kWh) of green power purchased by the Tribe is equivalent to 
avoiding the carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions of over 8,000 passenger vehicles per year or the amount 
of electricity needed to power more than 5,000 homes annually.  

With their purchase of renewable energy, the Forest County Potawatomi have also become a member 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Green Power Partnership. The EPA Green Power 
Partnership is a voluntary program which works with leading organizations around the United States 
and encourages them to purchase green power as a way to reduce the environmental impacts associated 
with conventional electricity use. 

The Forest County Potawatomi Community is one of only two tribes in the Green Power Partnership 
and is the only Native American tribe purchasing green power for 100% of its electricity use. The 
Forest County Potawatomi Community are also listed as No. 13 on the EPA’s Top 20 Local 
Government list of green power purchasers. 

The Forest County Potawatomi have long had a commitment to protecting natural resources and 
reducing the impacts of climate change. As part of that effort the Tribe, in partnership with Wisconsin 
Focus on Energy, conducted energy audits of the Tribe’s major energy-using facilities. Based on the 
results of these audits, the Tribe has been investing in projects to make its facilities more energy 
efficient and reduce its carbon profile. 

Since implementing these efficiency measures, the Potawatomi have been able to significantly lower 

http://www.wispolitics.com/printerfriendly.iml?Article=225713 3/2/2011 
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their energy usage and reduce their carbon emissions. In just three years, the Tribe has reduced their 
energy usage per gross square foot by nearly 12 percent and reduced their corresponding carbon 
emissions by almost 20 percent. 

Some of the measures the Tribe has implemented include: 

· Conversion of the work week, facilities and operations from 5 days to 4 days.  

· Replacing incandescent lamps with CFL’s and LED light sources  

· Installing lighting system occupancy sensors, day-lighting controls and delamping multi-lamp 
fixtures 

· Efficient scheduling of heating-ventilating-air conditioning (HVAC) systems operations  

· Employee energy conservation efforts such as turning off lights and using computer sleep modes  

In addition to these on-going efforts, the Forest County Potawatomi have already implemented several 
other significant energy efficiency projects. This includes an upgrade of the lighting in the parking 
facility at Potawatomi Bingo Casino in Milwaukee, WI. Completed in September 2010, the lighting 
upgrade is expected to reduce the parking facility’s annual electricity use by 73% and avoid 
approximately 1,912 tons in CO2 emissions per year.  

The Forest County Potawatomi Community is a federally recognized Native American tribe located in 
Northeastern Wisconsin with a membership of about 1,400. In addition to their work for the 
environment, the Potawatomi operate several tribal enterprises, including casinos in Milwaukee and 
Carter, Wisconsin, and a Health & Wellness Center in Crandon, Wisconsin. The tribe employs 
approximately 3,500 people in its government operations, casino operations, social services and 
additional business. For more information on the Potawatomi, please visit www.fcpotawatomi.com. 

http://www.wispolitics.com/printerfriendly.iml?Article=225713 3/2/2011 

Printer-friendly version Send this article to a friend 

Close Window 
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Forest County Potawatomi 
Community invests in sustainability 
Main NEWS Section - Environmental Events 
Tribe acquires green power for all facilities, including casinos 

Crandon, Wisconsin (FCP) February 2011 

The Forest County Potawatomi Community announced that it has purchased 
enough green power to meet 100% of the Tribe’s electricity usage at all its 
facilities, including Potawatomi Bingo Casino (Milwaukee, WI) and 
Potawatomi Carter Casino & Hotel (Carter, WI). 

The Tribe purchased Renewable Energy Credits equal to 100% of their 
electricity use for 2010, 2011 and 2012. With an annual purchase of nearly 55 
million kilowatt-hours (kWh), the Potawatomi are able to provide green power 
for their operations in Forest County, Wisconsin and their gaming facilities in 
Milwaukee and Carter. 

The green power comes from certified wind-energy facilities in the United 
States. 

As a people, the Potawatomi have been taught to protect the resources Mother 
Earth provides,” said Potawatomi Chairman Gus Frank. “Ensuring that our 
facilities are powered by clean, renewable resources is another way we can 
reduce our own impact and decrease the amount of harmful emissions that are 
released into our air and water from burning coal.” 

The nearly 55 million 
kilowatt-hours (kWh) of 
green power purchased by 
the Tribe is equivalent to 
avoiding the carbon dioxide 
(CO2) emissions of over 
8,000 passenger vehicles per 
year or the amount of 
electricity needed to power  The Forest County Business Development  
more than 5,000 homes Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is  
annually. one of many building the tribe now owns. 

With their purchase of renewable energy, the Forest County Potawatomi have 
also become a member of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Green Power Partnership. The EPA Green Power Partnership is a voluntary 
program which works with leading organizations around the United States and 
encourages them to purchase green power as a way to reduce the 
environmental impacts associated with conventional electricity use. 

The Forest County Potawatomi Community is one of only two tribes in the 
Green Power Partnership and is the only Native American tribe purchasing 
green power for 100% of its electricity use. The Forest County Potawatomi 
Community are also listed as No. 13 on the EPA’s Top 20 Local Government 
list of green power purchasers. 

The Forest County Potawatomi have long had a commitment to protecting 
natural resources and reducing the impacts of climate change. As part of that 
effort the Tribe, in partnership with Wisconsin Focus on Energy, conducted 
energy audits of the Tribe’s major energy-using facilities. Based on the results 
of these audits, the Tribe has been investing in projects to make its facilities 
more energy efficient and reduce its carbon profile. 

Since implementing these efficiency measures, the Potawatomi have been able 
to significantly lower their energy usage and reduce their carbon emissions.   
In just three years, the Tribe has reduced their energy usage per gross square 
foot by nearly 12 percent and reduced their corresponding carbon emissions by 
almost 20 percent. 

Some of the measures the Tribe has implemented include: 

·Conversion of the work week, facilities and operations from 5 days to 4 days. 

·Replacing incandescent lamps with CFL’s and LED light sources 

· Installing lighting system occupancy sensors, day-lighting controls and 
delamping multi-lamp fixtures 

http:IndianCountryTV.com
http:CareerBuilder.com
http://indiancountrynews.net/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=11118&pop


 

 

 g

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
  

  
     

 
 

 
 

 

    

   

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

   

   
   
   
   
  

 

News From Indian Country - Forest County Potawatomi Community invests in sustainabi... Page 2 of 2 

Password 

 Remember me fedc 
Login 

Lost Password?
 
No account yet? Register
 

· Efficient scheduling of heating-ventilating-air conditioning (HVAC) systems 
operations 

· Employee energy conservation efforts such as turning off lights and using 
computer sleep modes 

In addition to these on-going efforts, the Forest County Potawatomi have 
already implemented several other significant energy efficiency projects. This 
includes an upgrade of the lighting in the parking facility at Potawatomi Bingo 
Casino in Milwaukee, WI. Completed in September 2010, the lighting upgrade 
is expected to reduce the parking facility’s annual electricity use by 73% and 
avoid approximately 1,912 tons in CO2 emissions per year. 
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Protecting the resources 
of the earth is a key value of{ }the Tribe and Casino’s culture. 

S H A R I N G  O U R  C U LT U R A L  H E R I T A G E  

NEW LIGHTS LEAD TO ENERGY SAVINGS 

Being a Native American-owned and operated business is one of the 
things that make Potawatomi Bingo Casino unique. This ownership brings 
with it an unspoken obligation to uphold the core beliefs and traditions of 
the Potawatomi people, and the opportunity to share this heritage with others 
in the community. 

Establishing Potawatomi Bingo Casino as an environmentally sensitive 
business is critical because living a lifestyle in harmony with nature is one 
of the primary values of the Forest County Potawatomi. The Tribe has adopted 
an ecological mission that commits to reducing the environmental impact of 
all of its enterprises, which includes the Casino. 

The Casino currently adheres to green cleaning practices, has installed 
sustainable landscaping, operates single-sort recycling and has replaced 
lighting inside the Casino to energy-effi cient fi xtures. Throughout 2010, 
Potawatomi Bingo Casino implemented several new changes that reduced 
its energy consumption and generation of materials that would need disposal. 

Potawatomi Bingo Casino hosted several Earth Day events for its team 
members in April 2010, including an e-recycling collection. 



 
 

 
 

Air hand dryers were installed in all guest and team 
member restrooms to reduce paper towels being 
placed in landfills. 

To reduce energy consumption, in 2010 Potawatomi Bingo 
Casino replaced all the lighting in its parking structure to 
energy saving LED lighting. 

The 6th Annual Hunting Moon Pow Wow was 
held October 22–24, 2010 at the Casino.The public 
was invited to attend. 

In September 2010, energy-saving lighting was installed in Potawatomi Bingo 
Casino’s 30-acre parking structure. Existing metal halide light fi xtures in the 
garage were replaced with 1,700 new LED lights. It is estimated that 
the energy saved by this new LED lighting technology could provide annual 
electricity to 340 average-sized homes. 

The Casino is always looking to reduce landfi ll waste when possible. In 2010, 
the Casino installed energy-effi cient hand-dryers in all guest and team member 
restrooms. These effective and more hygienic dryers reduce the need for paper 
towels and offer people a more environmentally friendly solution. {
Major strides were made at }
the Casino to reduce energy
 

and landfill use.
 


	2009-2011 Parking Structure Savings w-Valet.pdf
	Mo Summaries




