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Title: Comprehensive Program
Annual Performance Report.

Frequency: One time.

Affected Public: Not-for-profit
institutions.

Reporting and Recordkeeping Hour
Burden:

Responses: 140.
Burden Hours: 2,800.

Abstract: The Comprehensive
Program is a discretionary grant
program that makes competitive awards
to support reform and innovations
through projects that improve
educational practice at the
postsecondary level. Grantees annually
submit a performance report to
demonstrate that substantial progress is
being made toward meeting the
objectives of their projects. Reporting
requirements are currently based on
broad criteria from the Education
Department General Administrative
Regulations (EDGAR). This request is to
use a reporting format that elicits
needed information on program-specific
outcomes within the annual report
without posing additional burden to the
grantee.

Requests for copies of the proposed
information collection request may be
accessed from http://edicsweb.ed.gov,
by selecting the ‘“‘Browse Pending
Collections” link and by clicking on
link number 2319. When you access the
information collection, click on
“Download Attachments’ to view.
Written requests for information should
be addressed to Vivian Reese,
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., Room 4050, Regional
Office Building 3, Washington, DC
20202-4651 or to the e-mail address
vivian_reese@ed.gov. Requests may also
be electronically mailed to the Internet
address OCIO_RIMG@ed.gov or faxed to
202-708-9346. Please specify the
complete title of the information
collection when making your request.

Comments regarding burden and/or
the collection activity requirements
should be directed to Joseph Schubart at
his e-mail address Joe.Schubart@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339.

[FR Doc. 03—20913 Filed 8—14—-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Colorado Springs Utilities Next-
Generation CFB Coal Generating Unit,
Fountain, CO

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) announces its intent to
prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] parts 1500—
1508), and the DOE NEPA regulations
(10 CFR part 1021) to assess the
potential environmental impacts of a
project proposed by Colorado Springs
Utilities to design, construct, and
operate a Next-Generation Circulating
Fluidized Bed (CFB) Coal Generating
Unit demonstration plant near Fountain,
El Paso County, Colorado. The plant is
proposed for a site adjacent to the
existing 227 megawatt (MW) Ray D.
Nixon Power Plant on the Clear Springs
Ranch, a 5,000-acre Colorado Springs
Utilities-owned property located
approximately 17 miles south of
Colorado Springs.

The proposed project, selected under
the Clean Coal Power Initiative
solicitation, would demonstrate
advanced technologies to produce
electricity using a variety of fuels,
including subbituminous coal from the
Powder River Basin (PRB) in Wyoming,
which would provide the primary fuel
for long-term operation of the plant,
bituminous coals from Illinois and
Pennsylvania, and blends of PRB coal
with waste coal and wood waste.
Colorado Springs Utilities would also
consider combusting several other fuels,
including waste tires and processed
municipal solid waste sludge, in blends
with the PRB coal. Technologies to be
integrated into the proposed plant
would include a circulating fluid-bed
combustion system to achieve low
emissions of sulfur oxides, an advanced
staged-combustion process to achieve
low nitrogen oxide levels, an advanced
selective non-catalytic reduction system
to further reduce nitrogen oxide
emissions, and a low-cost, integrated
trace metal control system having
potential to remove virtually all acid
gases and up to 90% of mercury from
the combustion gas. Upon completing a
successful demonstration of the
advanced technologies, the new CFB
unit would be operated as a commercial
power plant to supply approximately

150 MW of electricity to the Colorado
Springs Utilities power grid.

The EIS will help DOE decide
whether to provide 10% (approximately
$30 million in financial assistance) of
the total estimated cost of $301 million
for the proposed project. The purpose of
this Notice of Intent is to inform the
public about the proposed project;
invite public participation in the EIS
process; announce the plans for a public
scoping meeting and explain the EIS
scoping process; and solicit public
comments for consideration in
establishing the proposed scope and
content of the EIS.

DATES: To ensure that all of the issues
related to this proposal are addressed,
DOE invites comments on the proposed
scope and content of the EIS from all
interested parties. Comments must be
received by September 19, 2003, to
ensure consideration. Late comments
will be considered to the extent
practicable. In addition to receiving
comments in writing and by telephone,
(See ADDRESSES below), DOE will
conduct a public scoping meeting in
which agencies, organizations, and the
general public are invited to present oral
comments or suggestions with regard to
the range of actions, alternatives,
analysis methods, and environmental
issues to be considered in the EIS. The
scoping meeting will be held at the
Fountain Middle School, 515 North
Santa Fe Avenue, Fountain, CO, on
September 3, 2003, beginning at 7 pm
(See “Public Scoping Process”). The
public is invited to an informal session
at this location beginning at 5 pm to
learn more about the proposed action.

Displays and other forms of
information about the proposed agency
action and the demonstration plant will
be available, and DOE personnel will be
present at the informal session to
discuss the proposed project and the EIS
process.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
proposed EIS scope and requests to
participate in the public scoping
meeting should be addressed to the
NEPA Document Manager for the CFB
Generating Unit project (hereafter
termed the “Project”): Mr. Lloyd
Lorenzi, National Energy Technology
Laboratory, U.S. Department of Energy,
P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA 15236—
0940.

Individuals who would like to
otherwise participate in the public
scoping process should contact Mr.
Lloyd Lorenzi directly by telephone:
412-386—-6159; toll free number for
recording messages: 1-800—-276—9851;
fax: 412—-386—4604; or electronic mail:
lorenzi@netl.doe.gov.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information regarding the Project or to
receive a copy of the draft EIS for review
when it is issued, contact Mr. Lloyd
Lorenzi as described above. Those
seeking general information on the DOE
NEPA process, contact: Ms. Carol M.
Borgstrom, Director, Office of NEPA
Policy and Compliance (EH-42), U.S.
Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20585-0119,
Telephone: (202) 586—4600, Facsimile:
(202) 586—7031, or leave a toll-free
message at 1-800—472-2756.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background and Need for Agency
Action

Since the early 1970s, DOE and its
predecessor agencies have supported
research and development programs for
a wide variety of innovative coal
technologies through the proof-of-
concept stage. However, the availability
of a technology at the proof-of-concept
stage is not sufficient to ensure
continued development and subsequent
commercialization. Before any
technology can be considered seriously
for commercialization, it must be
demonstrated. The financial risk
associated with technology
demonstration is, in general, too high
for the private sector to assume in the
absence of strong incentives. The Clean
Coal Power Initiative (CCPI) was
established in 2002 as a government/
industry partnership to implement the
President’s National Energy Policy
recommendation to increase investment
in clean coal technology. That
recommendation addresses a national
challenge of ensuring the reliability of
electric supply while simultaneously
protecting the environment.

The goal of the CCPI program is to
accelerate commercial deployment of
advanced coal technologies that provide
the United States with clean, reliable,
and affordable energy. Through
cooperative agreements established
pursuant to the CCPI program, DOE
would accelerate deployment of
innovative technologies to meet near-
term energy and environmental goals; to
reduce technological risk to the business
community to an acceptable level; and
to provide private sector incentives
required for continued activity in
innovative research and development
directed at providing solutions to long-
range energy supply problems.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is for DOE to
provide, through a cooperative
agreement with Colorado Springs
Utilities, financial assistance for the

proposed Project. The CFB Generating
Unit to be constructed under the Project
would be designed for long-term
commercial operation following
completion of an approximately 12-
month period of operation to
demonstrate performance of advanced
technologies under the cooperative
agreement with DOE. The cost of the
Project is approximately $301 million;
DOE’s share would be approximately
$30 million (10%).

The CFB Generating Unit would
produce approximately 150 MW of
electricity, at extremely high
environmental performance levels, for
export to the local grid. The primary
fuel for the plant would be
subbituminous coal from the Powder
River Basin (PRB) in Wyoming. During
the demonstration phase of operation
for DOE, other fuels would be tested,
including bituminous coals from Illinois
and Pennsylvania and blends of PRB
coal with waste coal and forest biomass
(non-commercial timber removed
during forest thinning and fire risk
reduction activities on National Forest
lands). Colorado Springs Utilities would
also consider combustion of PRB coal in
blends with other fuels, including
pelletized or shredded rubber from
waste tires and processed sludge from
wastewater treatment activities of
Colorado Springs Utilities, to
demonstrate the range of environmental
performance capabilities of the
advanced CFB generating unit.

The CFB generating unit would be
constructed on an approximately 10-
acre site adjacent to the existing 151-
acre Ray D. Nixon Power Plant, which
has been operating since 1980. The
existing power plant features a 227 MW
pulverized coal-fired boiler using PRB
coal, two 35 MW combustion turbines,
a coal storage area, and coal handling
facilities. All facilities for the new CFB
Unit would be located on the 5,000-acre
Clear Springs Ranch property that
Colorado Springs Utilities owns and
uses for power generation, ash disposal,
wastewater treatment, and land
application sludge disposal. Site
preparation would require grading,
clearing of vegetation, and the addition
of infrastructure improvements, such as
roads, fencing, and drainage.
Construction preparations would
include installation of foundations for
the plant equipment and structures.

The CFB Generating Unit would
feature an advanced staged-combustion
process that can achieve low nitrogen
oxide levels, and an advanced selective
non-catalytic reduction system that can
further reduce nitrogen oxide emissions.
Limestone would be added to the
combustion furnace for sulfur removal.

The CFB Generating Unit would also
include a three-stage system for sulfur
oxide control to achieve up to 98
percent sulfur removal. Requirements
for limestone, which would be the only
reagent added to the combustion
furnace for sulfur control, would be
reduced to less than half the amount
required by conventional CFB systems.

In addition to the advanced sulfur
oxide and nitrogen oxide control
technologies, the low emission
combustion system would feature an
integrated trace metal control system
with potential to remove virtually all
acid gas emissions and up to 90 percent
of mercury from the combustion gas.
The CFB generating unit would include
an advanced system for solids
separation, whereby solids separators
would be integrated into the traditional
furnace structure to reduce cost and
improve reliability. This design would
allow reduced size of the overall
combustion system and eliminate hot
expansion joints, thus potentially
achieving improved operational
performance and reduced maintenance
costs.

The primary feed material for the new
CFB Unit would be up to approximately
2,200 tons-per-day of subbituminous
coal that would be delivered to the site
using the existing rail loop and coal
handling facilities. Coal would be stored
in the same coal storage area that is
currently serving the Nixon Power
Plant, though a separate conveyor
would be constructed to service the CFB
Unit.

Construction of the proposed plant
would take approximately 36 months.
Plant start-up, system and feedstock
testing, and long-term performance and
reliability demonstration under the
cooperative agreement with DOE would
require approximately 12 months, after
which the plant could continue in
commercial operation.

Alternatives

NEPA requires that agencies evaluate
the reasonable alternatives to the
proposed action in an EIS. The purpose
for agency action determines the range
of reasonable alternatives.

The Clean Coal Power Initiative
(CCPI) was established to help
implement the President’s National
Energy Policy (NEP) recommendation to
increase investment in clean coal
technology by addressing national
challenges of ensuring the reliability of
domestic electric and energy supplies
while simultaneously protecting the
environment. The CCPI program was
structured to achieve NEP goals by
promoting private sector initiatives to
invest in demonstrations of advanced



Federal Register/Vol. 68, No. 158/Friday, August 15, 2003/ Notices

48895

technologies that could be widely
deployed commercially to ensure that
the United States has clean, reliable,
and affordable energy. Private sector
investments and deployment of energy
systems in the United States places DOE
in a more limited role than if the
Federal government were the owner and
operator of the energy systems. In the
latter situation, DOE would be
responsible for a comprehensive review
of reasonable alternatives for siting the
system. However, in dealing with
applicants under the CCPI solicitation,
the scope of alternatives is necessarily
more restrictive, because DOE must give
substantial consideration to the
applicant’s needs, as reflected in its
CCPI application, in establishing a
project’s reasonable alternatives.

The range of reasonable alternatives to
be considered in the EIS for the Project
is determined in accordance with the
overall NEPA strategy. Because of DOE’s
limited role of providing cost-shared
funding for the Project, DOE currently
plans to give primary emphasis to the
proposed action and the no-action
alternative. Under the proposed action,
Project activities would include
equipment design and fabrication,
process engineering, plant permitting
and construction, and testing and
demonstration of the technology. Under
the no-action alternative, DOE would
not provide partial funding for the
design, construction, and operation of
the plant.

In the absence of DOE funding, the
new CFB Unit may be constructed, but
likely would not include demonstration
of operation with the range of fuel
sources that has been proposed. In the
absence of DOE funding, Colorado
Springs Utilities could also consider
building a natural gas combustion
turbine plant at the Clear Spring Ranch
Site. This alternative will be examined
in the EIS. DOE will consider other
reasonable alternatives that may be
suggested during the public scoping
period.

DOE plans to complete the EIS within
15 months following publication of this
Notice of Intent, and to issue a Record
of Decision no sooner than 30 days
following completion of the Final EIS.
Upon completing the demonstration
effort for DOE, Colorado Springs
Utilities could continue commercial
operation of the new CFB Unit
constructed under the Project.

Preliminary Identification of
Environmental Issues

The following environmental issues
have been tentatively identified for
analysis in the EIS. This list is presented
to facilitate public comment on the

planned scope of the EIS, and is not
intended to be a pre-determined set of
potential impacts. Additions to or
deletions from this list may occur as a
result of the public scoping process. The
environmental issues include:

(1) Atmospheric resources: Potential
air quality effects resulting from
emissions during construction and
operation of the proposed CFB Unit;

(2) Water resources: Potential effects
on surface water and groundwater
resources, including effects of water
usage, wastewater management, and
storm water management;

(3) Aesthetic and scenic resources:
Visual effects associated with plant
structures and operations;

(4) Ecological resources: Potential on-
site and off-site impacts to vegetation,
terrestrial wildlife, threatened and
endangered species, and ecologically
sensitive habitats, including the
Fountain Creek riparian corridor and
the Clear Springs Ranch Wildlife
Management area;

(5) Land use requirements and
compatibility for disposal of power
plant ash;

(6) Noise: Potential effects resulting
from construction and operation of the
proposed plant and from transportation
of feed materials and plant products;

(7) Health and safety impacts,
including construction-related safety
and process-related safety associated
with handling and management of
chemical materials;

(8) Socioeconomic effects resulting
from influx of construction laborers and
plant operating staff;

(9) Soils and geology compatibility for
plant construction and ash disposal;

(10) Utility and transportation
infrastructure requirements for delivery
of fuels and chemicals to the power
plant;

(11) Resource utilization;

(12) Cumulative effects that result
from the incremental impacts of the
proposed plant when added to the other
past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable future activities, including
the adjacent Nixon Power Plant and the
nearby recently-completed Front Range
Power Plant;

(13) Connected actions associated
with recovery of other fuels, including
wood waste, and feed materials for the
plant; and

(14) Regulatory compliance and
environmental monitoring.

Public Scoping Process

To ensure that all issues related to
this proposal are addressed, DOE will
conduct an open process to define the
scope of the EIS. The public scoping
period will end on September 19, 2003.

Interested agencies, organizations, and
the general public are encouraged to
submit comments or suggestions
concerning the content of the EIS, issues
and potential impacts to be addressed in
the EIS, and alternatives that should be
considered. Scoping comments should
identify specific issues or topics that the
EIS should address in order to assist
DOE in identifying significant issues for
analysis. Written, e-mailed, or faxed
comments should be communicated by
September 19, 2003 (See ADDRESSES).

DOE will conduct a public scoping
meeting at the Fountain Middle School,
515 North Santa Fe Avenue, Fountain,
CO, on September 3, 2003, at 7 pm. In
addition, the public is invited to an
informal session beginning at 5 pm, to
learn more about the proposed action.
Displays and other information about
the proposed agency action and the
demonstration plant will be available,
and DOE personnel will be present to
discuss the proposed action and the
NEPA process.

The formal scoping meeting will
begin on September 3, 2003, at 7 pm.
DOE requests that members of the
public who wish to speak at this public
scoping meeting contact Mr. Lloyd
Lorenzi, either by phone, fax, computer,
or in writing (See ADDRESSES in this
Notice).

Members of the public who do not
arrange in advance to speak may register
at the meeting (preferably at the
beginning of the meeting) and will be
provided opportunities to speak
following previously scheduled
speakers. Speakers who need more than
five minutes should indicate the length
of time desired in their request.
Depending on the number of speakers,
DOE may need to limit speakers to five
minutes initially but will provide
additional opportunities as time
permits. Speakers may also provide
written materials to supplement their
presentations. Oral and written
comments will be given equal
consideration.

DOE will begin the meeting with an
overview of the proposed Project. The
meeting will not be conducted as an
evidentiary hearing, and speakers will
not be cross-examined. However,
speakers may be asked questions to help
ensure that DOE fully understands their
comments or suggestions. A presiding
officer will establish the order of
speakers and provide any additional
procedures necessary to conduct the
meeting.
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Issued in Washington, DC, on this 11th day
of August, 2003.

Beverly A. Cook,

Assistant Secretary, Environment, Safety and
Health.

[FR Doc. 03—20862 Filed 8—14—-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6450-01—P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Science Financial Assistance
Program Notice DE-FG01-03ER03-26;
Fusion Science Centers

AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice inviting grant
applications.

SUMMARY: The Office of Fusion Energy
Sciences (OFES) of the Office of Science
(SC), U.S. Department of Energy (DOE),
announces its interest in receiving grant
applications for Fusion Science Centers
with a research focus in fusion plasma
science. The duration of the Center
grant will be five years, with the
possibility of a one time renewal for five
more years. All institutions or groups
planning to submit applications for
funding a new center in Fiscal Year
2004 should submit in response to this
Notice. Applicants are not being asked,
in any way, to fund or establish a
Federally Funded Research and
Development Center (FFRDC).
DATES: To permit timely consideration
for awards in Fiscal Year 2004,
applicants are required to submit a
Preliminary Application by November
14, 2003. Following a review of the
Preliminary Application, applicants
may be invited to submit a Full
Application in response to this notice
which must be received by DOE no later
than 4:30 p.m., March 1, 2004.
Electronic submission of formal
applications in PDF format is required.
Applicants are requested to submit a
letter-of-intent by October 15, 2003.
Letters-of-Intent should be sent by e-
mail to the following e-mail address:
john.sauter@science.doe.gov and the
subject line should state: Letter-of-Intent
regarding Program Notice DE-FG01—
03ER03-26.
ADDRESSES: A copy of the Preliminary
Application should be sent by e-mail to:
john.sauter@science.doe.gov with a
subject line titled Preliminary
Application Regarding Program Notice
DE-FG01-03ER03-26. In addition, you
must provide two CDs, with one PDF
file copy of the Preliminary Application
on each, to be sent Federal Express to:
John Sauter, SC-55, Office of Fusion
Energy Sciences, Germantown Building,
U.S. Department of Energy, 19901
Germantown Road, Germantown, MD

20874-1290. Full Applications in
response to this solicitation Number
DE-FG01-03ER03-26 are to be
electronically submitted by an
authorized institutional business official
through DOE’s Industry Interactive
Procurement System (IIPS) at: http://e-
center.doe.gov/. IIPS provides for the
posting of solicitations and receipt of
applications in a paperless environment
via the Internet. In order to submit
applications through IIPS, your business
official will need to register at the IIPS
Web site. It is suggested that this
registration be completed several days
prior to the date on which you plan to
submit the formal application. The
Office of Science will include
attachments as part of this notice that
provide the appropriate forms in PDF
fillable format that are to be submitted
through IIPS. IIPS offers the option of
submitting multiple files—please limit
submissions to only one file within the
volume if possible, with a maximum of
no more than four files. Questions
regarding the operation of IIPS may be
e-mailed to the IIPS Help Desk at:
helpdesk@pr.doe.gov, or you may call
the help desk at: (800) 683—-0751.
Further information on the use of IIPS
by the Office of Science is available at:
http://www.sc.doe.gov/production/
grants/grants.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Michael D. Crisp, Research Division,
SC-55, Office of Fusion Energy
Sciences, Germantown Building, U.S.
Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20585-1290.
Telephone: (301) 903—4883, or by e-mail
address: michael.crisp@science.doe.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: General
information about development and
submission of applications, eligibility,
limitations, evaluations and selection
processes, and other policies and
procedures may be found in the
Application Guide for the Office of
Science Financial Assistance Program
and 10 CFR part 605. Electronic access
to SC’s Financial Assistance Guide and
required forms is possible via the
Internet using the following Web site
address: http://www.sc.doe.gov/
production/grants/grants.html. DOE is
under no obligation to pay for any costs
associated with the preparation or
submission of an application if an
award is not made.

Program Objectives

The development of new investigative
techniques and research tools presents a
window of opportunity for fundamental
advances in the understanding of fusion
plasma science. Many of the issues in

plasma science are sufficiently complex
that significant progress requires closely
interacting, critical-mass groups of
scientists with a broad mix of skills and
backgrounds. There is also a need to
strengthen the connection between the
fusion research community and the
broader scientific community. The
objective of this initiative is to establish
one or two university-based Fusion
Science Centers (FSC), which will focus
on fundamental issues in plasma
science. The FSC will be supported to
perform fusion plasma science research
in areas of such wide scope and
complexity that it would not be feasible
for individual investigators or small
groups to make progress. For example,
understanding the dynamics of plasma
turbulence and transport requires the
development of appropriate physical
models, computational algorithms for
treating disparate space and times
scales, as well as complex magnetic
geometries, efficient programming on
massively parallel computing platforms,
and an understanding of nonlinear
physics. A well coordinated
collaboration of a team of scientists is
more likely to have the breadth of
knowledge and skills required to tackle
such large and complex problems
successfully. The research team that
will be assembled for the FSC should
also promote connectivity with the
broader scientific community.

Areas of Focus

The FSC will be a university-based
center of excellence that will emphasize
scientific issues that are of fundamental
importance to fusion plasma science.
Examples of topics that could serve as
a focus of a FSC include, but are not
limited to: turbulence and transport,
chaos and self-organization, energetic
particle dynamics, and high energy
density plasma physics.

Educational Component

Since future manpower requirements
of the fusion energy sciences program
are an important concern, proposals
should discuss effective ways in which
education and training are integrated
within their research programs. Centers
should be expected to sponsor
multidisciplinary workshops and
summer schools that will bring together
students and researchers from various
fields and institutions to focus on basic
plasma science. The workshops should
also serve to communicate the advances
and challenges of fusion science to the
broader scientific community.

Eligibility Information

Applications are sought from
academic institutions and groups,
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