


Oracle-Saguaro 115-kV Transmission Line 

Routine Maintenance Project, Mile 6 to Oracle Substation 

Categorical Exclusion Continuation Sheet 
 

Project Description 
Maintenance work at wood pole structures will be conducted by staging equipment within about 75 on 
either side of the structure, limited to the 100-foot-wide easement. Western may conduct additional 
minor maintenance within the project segment, as on-site assessment warrants. Equipment used to 
conduct the work may include bucket trucks, line trucks, crew trucks (F-550s or similar), pole trailers, 
backhoes, skid-steer loaders (e.g., Bobcats), graders, chainsaws, and manual pruning equipment.  

The maintenance work will start no sooner than May 11, 2015. The work will be completed in stages, 
and will take about 4 weeks to complete. 

Special Conditions 
 

1) BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

a) Western will schedule maintenance activities outside the nesting season (February 15 to August 
31) as feasible. Alternatively, if work will occur during this avoidance period, a qualified biologist 
will conduct nesting-bird surveys prior to project activities. Should an active nest be discovered, 
the on-site biologist will establish an appropriate buffer zone (in which O&M activity is not 
allowed) to avoid disturbance in the vicinity of the nest. Maintenance activities will not take 
place until the biologist has determined that the nestlings have fledged or that maintenance 
activities will not adversely affect adults or newly fledged young.  

b) Due to the possibility that desert tortoise, nesting birds, and other special status species may be 
found within the project area, a qualified biologist will conduct pre-activity surveys prior to any 
ground- or vegetation-disturbing work. Based on the results of the pre-activity survey, a 
biological monitor may be required depending on the nature and location of maintenance 
activities. The biological monitor will be authorized by Western to temporarily halt project 
activity if needed to prevent potential harm to special status species. The work supervisor will 
coordinate with the biological monitor on planned or ongoing activities in desertscrub habitat 
and any specific monitoring requirements for each activity in those areas.  

c) If at any time tortoise are seen within or near any work area, the on-site biological monitor and 
project foreman will be immediately notified; project activities will stop and the tortoise will be 
allowed to move away on its own. Tortoises shall only be moved (to adjacent habitat) if they are 
in imminent harm’s way. Anyone moving a tortoise shall strictly adhere to the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department’s Guidelines for Handling Sonoran Desert Tortoises. 

  



2) CULTURAL RESOURCES 

a) Western will not conduct any earthwork within the following spans: 9-3 to 9-4, 13-2 to 13-3, 13-
4 to 13-5, 14-1 to 14-2, or at structure 15-1. Western’s Environmental Group shall provide maps 
documenting avoidance areas to project maintenance crews. Crews may trim or cut vegetation 
by hand in these locations. 

b) In the event of archaeological discoveries or discoveries of human remains during ground-
disturbing activities, maintenance activities must cease in the immediate vicinity of the 
discovery and Western’s Environmental Manager (602-605-2524) and Archaeologist (303-328-
1779) must be notified immediately. Western’s archaeologist will consult with the Arizona SHPO 
and tribes to determine the appropriate course of action. 
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