
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION 
Rocky Mountain Region, Western Area Power Administration 

Willow Creek - Granby Tap 2.4-kV Distribution Line Structure 0/3A Pole Replacement Project 
Grand County, Colorado 

A. Brief Description of Proposal: Western Area Power Administration (Western) proposes to 
replace Structure No. O/3A on its Willow Creek - Granby Tap 2.4 kilovolt (kV) distribution line in 
Grand County, Colorado. This undertaking will involve the replacement of poles of the existing 
wooden H-frame structure, and construction of two level landings. An existing access road will be 
used to allow safe passage of rubber-tired auger truck and bucket truck to Structure O/3A. 

The pole replacement process would involve moderate to severe ground disturbance; the rejected 
pole is lifted out of the ground using a hydraulic jack and a rubber-tired truck-mounted auger is 
used to clean out the hole. A rubber-tired bucket huck is used to disconnect power line equipment 
from the old pole and recounect it to the new pole. Construction of a landing involves blading to 
create a flat level area adjacent to the structure that allows for the safe use of the large auger and 
bucket trucks. Construction of a landing will involve severe ground disturbance, but the area to be 
disturbed would be minimized to perform the pole replacement work. 

B. Number and Title of the Categorical Exclusion Being Applied: (See text in 10 CFR Part 1021, 
Subpart D.) 

B4.6. Additions and modifications to transmission facilities. 
Additions or modifications to electric power transmission facilities within a previously 
disturbed or developed facility area. Covered activities include, but are not limited to, switchyard 
rock grounding upgrades, secondary containment projects, paving projects, seismic upgrading, tower 
modifications, load shaping projects (such as the installation and use of flywheels and battery 
alTays), changing insulators, and replacement of poles, circuit breakers, conductors, 
transformers, and cross arms. 

C. Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410 (b): (See full text in regulation and attached 
checklist. ) 

I) The proposed action fits within a class of actions listed in Appendix A or B to Subpart D. 

For classes of actions listed in Appendix B, the following conditions are integral elements. To fit 
within a class, the proposal must not: 
• Threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for 

environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or Executive Orders; 
• Require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or 

treatment facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically 
excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or facilities; 

• Disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum 
and natural gas products that preexist in the environment such that there would be 
uncontrolled or unpelmitted releases; 
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