
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW for CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION 
Rocky Mouutain Region, Western Area Power Administration 

Flaming Gorge - Vernal 138-kV Transmission Line 
Private Lands Herbicide Treatment for Vegetation Management 

Uintah, Utah 

A. Brief Description of Proposal: Western Area Power Administration (Western) proposes to conduct 
vegetation management along the Flaming Gorge-Vernal #3 138-kV Transmission Line in Uintah 
County, Utah. A large number of Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) trees have been identified 
along line from stmcture number 29/10 to 39/3. The proposed action would occur along Western's 
right-of-way on private lands only. The activity includes cutting trees by hand and grinding and 
chipping on-site followed by stump treatment with herbicide to prevent re-sprouting. The cut and 
stump treatment method has been shown to be the most effective control for invasive Russian olive 
trees. The equipment used will include mbber-tired vehicles, chainsaws, and chipper/grinder. Crew 
sizes would be small, approximately two to four persons, depending on safety requirements and 
other conditions. Additional equipment may include a backpack herbicide sprayer or an all-ten'ain 
vehicle with a mounted herbicide sprayer. The spraying contractor will be licensed in the state of 
Utah and will follow all applicable Federal, State and local laws, regulations and guidelines. No 
ground disturbance will occur. All travel will be confined to existing right-of-way and access roads, 

B. Number and Title of the Categorical Exclusiou Being Applied: (See text in 10 CFR Patt 1021, 
Subpatt D.) 

B1.3.Routine maintenance 
Routine maintenance activities and custodial services for buildings, stmctures, rights-of-way, 
infrastructures (including, but not limited to, pathways, roads, and railroads), vehicles and 
equipment, and localized vegetation and pest control, during which operations may be suspended 
and resumed, provided that the activities would be conducted in a manner in accordance with 
applicable requirements. Custodial services are activities to preserve facility appearance, working 
conditions, and sanitation (such as cleaning, window washing, lawn mowing, trash collection, 
painting, and snow removal). Routine maintenance activities, corrective (that is, repair), preventive, 
and predictive, are required to maintain and preserve buildings, stmctures, infrastructures, and 
equipment in a condition suitable for a facility to be used for its designated purpose. Such 
maintenance may occur as a result of severe weather (such as hUiTicanes, floods, and tornados), 
wildfires, and other such events. Routine maintenance may result in replacement to the extent that 
replacement is in-kind and is not a substantial upgrade or improvement. In-kind replacement 
includes installation of new components to replace outmoded components, provided that the 
replacement does not result in a significant change in the expected useful life, design capacity, or 
function of the facility. Routine maintenance does not include replacement of a major component 
that significantly extends the originally intended useful life of a facility (for example, it does not 
include the replacement of a reactor vessel near the end of its useful life ). Routine maintenance 
activities include, but are not limited to: 

(a) Repair or replacement of facility equipment, such as lathes, mills, pumps, and presses; 
(b) Door and window repair or replacement; 
(c) Wall, ceiling, or floor repair or replacement; 
(d) Reroofing; 
(e) Plumbing, electrical utility, lighting, and telephone service repair or replacement; 
(f) Routine replacement of high-efficiency particulate air filters; 
(g) Inspection and/or treatment of currently installed utility poles; 
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