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Project Title: 
Location: 

Proposed Action or Project Description:        American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*-For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, see Subpart D of 10 CFR10 21 Click Here 
 
This action would not: threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, including DOE and/or Executive Orders; 
require siting, construction, or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities, but may include such categorically excluded facilities; disturb 
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled 
or unpermitted releases; or adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources (including but not limited to those listed in paragraph B.(4)) of Appendix B to Subpart D of 10 
CFR 1021). Furthermore, there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the action; this action is not 
"connected" to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not precluded by 40 CFR 
1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.  
 
Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession (or attached) concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE 
Order 451.1B), I have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed 
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.   
 
NEPA Compliance Officer:       Date Determined: 
 

Comments:                     Webmaster: 
 

 
 

                
                
                
                
            

http://www.gc.energy.gov/NEPA/documents/nepa1021_rev.pdf
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	TextField2: DOE REQUIREMENTS FOR REFRIGERATOR REPLACEMENT — AT A GLANCE
What existing units may be replaced?
• Refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers — Only new refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers can be installed with DOE
funds. However, agencies may encourage clients to give up other model types such as chest freezers as part of the
refrigerator replacement. For example, a client has an inefficient 15-cubic-foot refrigerator-freezer and a stand-alone
upright freezer. The agency may replace both units with a new 18- or 21-cubic-foot refrigerator-freezer if the energy
savings compared to both the existing units justify the measure.
What new replacement units may be installed?
• Refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers — Weatherization Program Notice 00-5 lists the types of refrigerators that may
be installed with DOE funds. They are refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers with manual, automatic, or partial automatic
defrost. Units must comply with UL-250 and with energy efficiency standards established in the National Appliance
Energy Conservation Act of 1987 that are periodically updated. New replacement units may not have through-the-door
ice or water service since this feature increases energy use.
What are the cost-effectiveness requirements?
• SIR $ 1.0 — As with all energy efficiency measures installed with DOE funds, refrigerator replacement must result in a
savings-to-investment ratio (SIR) of 1.0 or greater.
• Economic life time = 15 years — According to Appliance magazine the expected service life of a refrigerator averages
15 years. DOE believes 15 years is an appropriate economic life time to use in life-cycle cost calculations.
What are the metering requirements?
• Meter at least 10% of units replaced — It is not required to meter every existing refrigerator that is replaced. Initially, as
the program gains experience, DOE will require states to meter at least 10% of the units replaced. Units that can not be
located in the AHAM or other refrigerator databases may make up all or most of the 10% requirement.
• Meter at least 2 hours — The minimum metering duration required to obtain results accurate enough to make a reliable
replacement decision has been debated for several years. DOE believes a two-hour minimum metering duration is an
appropriate compromise.
Besides metering, how else can energy use of existing refrigerator be determined?
• AHAM or other certified database of refrigerator energy use — The Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers’
database, separately or as incorporated into NEAT/MHEA, may be used to estimate the annual energy use of existing
refrigerator. The Home Energy on-line database (www.homeenergy.org/consumerinfo/refrigeration/index.php) or the
database on the CD-ROM that accompanies this document may also be used. Keep in mind that use of one of these
databases does not relieve a state from the 10% metering requirement.
Can I replace refrigerators based solely on age?
• No — Although older refrigerators were built to less efficient standards, other factors such as size and manual defrost
impact energy use of existing refrigerators. Initially, as the program gains experience, DOE will require agencies to meter
or use the AHAM, Home Energy, or accompanying database to estimate the annual energy of existing refrigerators.
What do I do with the existing refrigerator?
• Take out of service — Make sure the existing refrigerator removed from the house does not find its way back onto the
electric grid.
• Dispose in an environmentally responsible manner — All refrigerators replaced must be properly disposed of
according to the environmental standards in the Clean Air Act of 1990, section 608, as amended by Final Rule 40 CFR 82,
May 14, 1993.
• Take to a de-manufacturing facility or incorporate disposal requirements in vendor contract — De-manufacturing
facilities like the one in Syracuse, New York, described in the special report by Larry Kinney and Rana Belshe
(Refrigerator Replacement in the Weatherization Program: Putting a Chill on Energy Waste) exist in certain parts of the
country. If none are available locally, specific disposal requirements can be written into the contract with the vendor
supplying the new refrigerator. Although this arrangement makes the vendor responsible for the removed refrigerator,
states should verify replaced refrigerators are disposed of properly.
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