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Based on my review of the information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authorized under ODE 
Ordu451.1A), I have made the following detennination: 

ex, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER: 
Description: 

A9 Information gathering (including, but not limited to, literature surveys, inventories, audits), data analysis (including 
computer modeling), document preparation (such as conceptual design or feasibility studies, analytical energy supply 
and demand studies), and dissemlnatiorl (induding, but nollimited to, document mailings. publicatIOn, and distnbution; 
and dassroom training and informational programs). but not indudlng site characterization or enVIronmental monitOring. 

83.1 DnSlte and off site site characterization and environmental monitoring, including sitmg, construction (or modification), 
operation, and dismantlement or closing (abandonment) of characterization and monitoring devices and siting, 
construction , and associated operation of a small-scale laboratory building or renovation of a room in an existing building 
for sample analYSIS. Activities covered indude, but are not limited to, site characterization and enVIronmental monitoring 
under CERCLA and RCRA. Specific activities include, but are not limited to: 

Rational for determination: 
Purdue University proposes to use federal funds to study and analyze the needs required to develop a sustainable 
biomass energy crop. In this project they will model the data collected to determine best management practices. They 
will analyze field plots in the St. Josephs River and Wildcat Creek watersheds. 

This project will include data collection from field sites of measurements of soil quality, plant growth, plant tissues, 
biomass productivity, and water samples. This data will then be interpreted into the improvement of energy crop 
representation in soil and water assessment tool model. The information modeled will then be calibrated and 
optimized against baseline information for use with experimental data based on plausible watershed changes for 
energy crop best management. 

No GMO's will be used in the implementation of this project. All plants used in this project are part of already 
established and maintained field sites. 

This project will include field sampling of energy crop data and data modeling ; therefore a CX AQ & 63.1 will apply_ 
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