U.S. Department of Energy

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Program or Field Office: EECBG-EERE/RW

Project Title: Community Partners Initiative

Location: New Jersey City of Perth Amboy

Proposed Action or Project Description: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:

The Community Partners Initiative (CPI), a NJ Board of Public Utilities (BPU) program, supports local government leadership in engaging residents
and local businesses in New Jersey’s various Clean Energy Programs. Technical assistance and financial incentives are offered by CPI to
municipalities for their efforts to facilitate such community participation. Perth Amboy will launch an education and outreach campaign to increase
participation in CPI clean energy and energy efficiency programs by taking the following steps:

1. Perth Amboy will designate staff to serve as outreach coordinators. The Urban Enterprise Zone Office will be responsible for performing CPI
related tasks.

2. Perth Amboy will officially join the CPI On the CPI enrollment form Perth Amboy WI|| |nd|cate that it WI|| promote the foIIowmg six programs

Categorlcal Exclusron(s) Applied:

X - B1.2 Training exercises and simulation

X - B5.1 Actions to conserve energy

X- A9 - Information gathering/data analysis/document preparation/dissemination

X- A11 - Technical advice and assistance to organizations

*-For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, see Subpart D of 10 CFR10 21 Click Here

This action would not: threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, including DOE and/or Executive Orders;
require siting, construction, or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities, but may include such categorically excluded facilities; disturb
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled
or unpermitted releases; or adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources (including but not limited to those listed in paragraph B.(4)) of Appendix B to Subpart D of 10
CFR 1021). Furthermore, there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the action; this action is not
"connected" to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not precluded by 40 CFR
1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.

Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession (or attached) concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE
Order 451.1B), | have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

Digitally signed by Othalene Lawrence

NEPA Compliance Officer: Qthalene Lawrence 2N oOthalnelawrence o=0IBMS, ou-EE3C Ryqte Determined:  Apr 26, 2010

email=Othalene.Lawrence@ee.doe.gov, c=US
Date: 2010.04.26 16:26:28 -07'00'

Comments: Webmaster: Billie Newland

Submit to Webmaster
Submit via Email
Submit to Website
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http://www.gc.energy.gov/NEPA/documents/nepa1021_rev.pdf
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The Community Partners Initiative (CPI), a NJ Board of Public Utilities (BPU) program, supports local government leadership in engaging residents and local businesses in New Jersey’s various Clean Energy Programs. Technical assistance and financial incentives are offered by CPI to municipalities for their efforts to facilitate such community participation. Perth Amboy will launch an education and outreach campaign to increase participation in CPI clean energy and energy efficiency programs by taking the following steps:

1. Perth Amboy will designate staff to serve as outreach coordinators. The Urban Enterprise Zone Office will be responsible for performing CPI related tasks. 

2. Perth Amboy will officially join the CPI.  On the CPI enrollment form, Perth Amboy will indicate that it will promote the following six programs:
• Warm & Cool Advantage Program – This program is designed to increase the energy efficiency of residential heating and cooling systems by offering residents rebates for the installation of energy efficient central air conditioners, heat pumps, natural gas home heating systems, and water heaters.  Upon referral of 100 residents to the program, Perth Amboy will receive a $200 incentive through the CPI program.
• Clean Power Choice Program – This program allows New Jersey electricity consumers to purchase renewable energy to offset up to 100% of their monthly electricity usage.  
• Energy Efficient Products Program – This program is designed to increase the usage of energy efficient appliances by offering rebates on certain ENERGY STAR products including air conditioners, clothes washers, and dehumidifiers. Upon submission of 50 rebate applications from the community, Perth Amboy will receive a $300 incentive.
• Large Appliance Early Retirement Program – This program is designed to encourage the recycling of old refrigerators and freezers by offering financial incentives.  Homeowners can avoid disposal costs and receive a $30 cash incentive bonus for each recycled appliance.  Upon referral of 20 units to the recycling program, Perth Amboy will receive a $300 incentive.
• Home Performance with ENERGY STAR Program – This program is designed to significantly reduce household energy consumption by offering household energy assessments at reduced cost.  Upon referral of 100 residents to the program, Perth Amboy will receive an $800 incentive. 
• New Jersey Energy Star Homes Program – This program is designed to encourage the construction of energy efficient households by providing financial incentives for the construction of ENERGY STAR rated homes.  Upon referral of 10 residents to the program, Perth Amboy will receive a $300 bonus.

3. Once Perth Amboy is officially enrolled in the CPI, the assigned outreach coordinator will work with CPI staff members to design an outreach and marketing campaign.  Proposed strategies include, but are not limited to, workshops, door to door campaigning, mailings, events, fliers, and energy fairs.

4. Once designed, the outreach coordinators will implement the campaign.  During campaign implementation, the outreach coordinators will track referrals to the CPI programs and collect municipal incentives (totaling $1900 leveraged) when targeted participation levels are achieved.

Note: The impacts estimated for energy savings and greenhouse gas reductions are based on actual programmatic data and activity lifetimes. Assuming we enroll the targeted number of community members in each of the six programs above in order to earn the financial incentives, the impacts reflect the annual electricity and natural gas savings that typically result from that level of participation in the state program. Job impacts are based on both federal and leveraged funding totals.
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