
Northern New Mexico
Citizens’ Advisory Board

(NNMCAB)
A U.S. Department of Energy

Site-Specific Advisory Board (SSAB)
Chartered under the Federal Advisory

Committee Act (FACA) by the Asst. Secretary 
for Environmental Management
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1



What are Site Specific Advisory Boards?
Site Specific Advisory Boards were developed to involve stakeholders more directly in DOE cleanup 
decisions.  While only one Federal Advisory Committee Act-chartered EM SSAB exists, eight local 
site boards are chartered under the EM-SSAB umbrella charter. They are organized at the 
following DOE Sites: Hanford, Idaho, Los Alamos, Nevada, Oak Ridge, Paducah, Portsmouth and 
Savannah River.
What do the Local Site Boards do?

The local site boards provide DOE with policy information, advice, and recommendations concerning environmental 
restoration, waste management, and technology development activities. They provide input and recommendations on difficult 
and sometimes controversial national and site specific issues; such as future use, risk, management, clean-up levels, economic 
development, and budget prioritization activities. Since their inception, local site boards have helped establish public trust and 
confidence in the EM program and DOE.

What are Local Site Boards Responsibilities?
•Submitting consensus advice and recommendations to DOE on key EM issues

while representing and communicating the diversity of views in their discussions.

•Keeping the public informed on key issues, upcoming decisions, 

and board recommendations.

DOE’s obligations to the Local Site Boards include:
•Keeping the boards informed about key issues and upcoming decisions. 

•Requesting recommendations well in advance of DOE deadlines.

•Considering and responding in a timely manner to all board recommendations.
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NNMCAB Function & Scope
• To advise the DOE through a federally 

chartered formal recommendation 
process on environmental restoration 
(cleanup) and waste management 
activities at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory (LANL) and the Northern New 
Mexico communities impacted by past, 
present, and future LANL activities.
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Providing Input to the NNMCAB
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NNMCAB Staff:
Menice Santistevan, Executive Director

Bridget Maestas, Administrative Assistant
William Alexander, Technical Programs and Outreach

NNMCAB Organizational 
Chart

Liaison Members
Environmental Protection Agency

New Mexico Environment Department
Los Alamos National Laboratory

Department of Energy

Environmental Monitoring & Remediation Committee 
Committee Chair

Committee Vice-Chair

Vice Chair

Waste Management Committee
Committee Chair

Committee Vice-Chair

Deputy Designated Federal Officer
(Department of Energy)

Chair
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Member Responsibilities
• Attend at a minimum 50% of all Full Board 

Meetings.
• Be available for committee work between 

board meetings and participate fully in the 
affairs of the board.

• Review and comment on documents that come 
before the board/committees in a timely 
manner.

• Work collaboratively and respectfully with other 
board members.

• Act for the board or as its representative only 
with a majority vote of the board.

• Abide by the terms and conditions of the EM-
SSAB charter and NNMCAB Bylaws.
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Environmental Monitoring & 
Remediation

Mission Statement 
The EM&R Committee will keep abreast of 

DOE and LANL’s Environmental Restoration 
and Long Term Environmental Stewardship 

programs and plans. 
• Work with DOE and LANL to provide 

assistance in determining priorities and the 
best use of limited funds and time. 

• Representing the NNMCAB’s position on 
issues pertaining to groundwater and 
surface water and compliance with the 
Order on Consent.

• The EM&R committee will also work to 
ensure early, ongoing community access to 
LANL Environmental Remediation and 
Stewardship information. 7



Waste Management Committee
Mission Statement

The Northern New Mexico Citizens’ Advisory 
Board Waste Management Committee reviews 
policies, practices and procedures, existing and 

proposed so as to provide recommendations, 
advice, suggestions and opinions to the US 

Department of Energy 

• Regarding the Waste Management 
Operations of the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory

• Facilitates community awareness and 
access to LANL waste management 
practices and procedures.
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Bylaws, Charter ,& FACA
Provided in Member Tool Kit

Federal Advisory Committee Act

NNMCAB Bylaws
Member Responsibilities (Page 4 Section IV)
Decision Making (Page 9 Section VI)

EM-SSAB Charter

Guidance
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Travel & Reimbursements
• EM-SSAB membership is voluntary, as such you are not 

paid to be on the board; however, your travel expenses 
are reimbursed.

• Reimbursements are governed by Federal Travel 
Regulations.

• You will always be reimbursed for mileage for EM-SSAB 
functions, and activities.

• If travel distance is more than 50 miles, upon request you 
will be provided a hotel room.

• You will be paid per diem for overnight travel and 
extended trips based on the applicable rates.

• Submit all information for mileage and per diem 
reimbursements to Bridget Maestas 
(bridget.maestas@nnsa.doe.gov).

• All reimbursements are paid electronically by PT&C.

Visit the NNMCAB’s Website at: www.nnmcab.energy.gov
10



What’s on the CAB Webpage
Information on the webpage is accessed using the navigation 
pane (example on the left), and the hot links on each page.

• Speakers Bureau
• NNMCAB Mission, Bylaws, and Charter
• Work Plans
• Upcoming Meeting Agendas, and Minutes Jan. 2000 forward 
• EM-SSAB Membership Application
• Committee Rosters
• Links to LANL, EM-SSAB, DOE-EM-HQ, GSA Regulations 

and Site Specific Advisory Board Guidance
• Newsletters 
• Contact Information
• Presentations  2012 forward
• Official Correspondence (coming soon)
• Social Media (under construction)
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