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• Weatherization Assistance Program Background
• ARRA’s Impact on WAP
• Future Direction of WAP

Agenda
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• Program reduces energy costs for 
low-income households 
– Lower-income households 

spend 17% of income on 
energy vs. 3% average

• ARRA Broadens Reach
– Funding increased from 

$227.2 Million FY08 to 
$5 Billion for ARRA

– Income eligibility raised from 
150% to 200% of poverty level

– Statewide Average Assistance 
per dwelling from $2,500 per 
unit to $6,500

WAP Impacts Lives
Weatherized 6 Million Homes During 
30-Year Program 

Weatherization Works to Reduce Energy 
Burden and Improve Health & Safety
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Major Elements of WAP

Major Elements Details

Job Creation 3-4 person crews weatherize ~8 homes a month

Data Collection Traditionally poor, attempting to move from quarterly to 
monthly, pushing for utility bill disclosure

Performance Evaluation Last major national review in 1993 led to reducing energy 70% 
w new initiatives, Oakridge currently completing 20,000 home 
review of 2006-2008 homes

Training and Technical Assistance Mostly local, national training and certification curriculum in 
development

Health and Safety Moved from “do no harm” to proactively creating healthier and 
safer living environments

Audit technology Move to comprehensive audits, NEAT+ tool

Building Technology Potential Measures Est. Cost Range
Air infiltration reduction $100 $450
Water heater treatment $40 $175
Attic Insulation $900 $4,500
Side wall insulation $400 $9,000
Furnace retrofit or repair $80 $800
Furnace replacement $1,100 $4,000
Refrigerator replacement $600 $900
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Then… (1970’s-early 1990’s) …Now (1990’s to present)

10-15% energy savings >25% energy savings thanks to high tech 
metamorphous

Volunteer Labor Highly trained workforce

Caulk, plastic window coverings, weather- 
stripping entire home

Targeted approach to installing most cost 
effective measures first, including blowing 
insulation, furnaces, CFLs and more

No diagnostic protocols Protocols developed utilizing infrared, blower 
doors, duct blasters, pressure gauges, 
manometers, draft gauges, monoxers, etc.

Northern states with focus on insulation and 
heating system work

Whole country coverage broadly focused on 
heating, electric base load, health and safety

Evolution of Weatherization Drives 
Bigger Impact
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Training Is Key to Delivering 
Weatherization
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Ensuring Weatherization becomes 
Sustainable Beyond ARRA

Down payment Transition Private Leverage and 
Policy Changes
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