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The	  Appraisal	  Process:	  
Be	  Your	  Own	  Advocate	  

SAM	  RASHKIN	  
Chief	  Architect	  

Building	  Technologies	  Program	  

DOE	  Zero	  Energy	  Ready	  Home™	  
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You’ve joined the leadership movement to zero 
net-energy ready homes with your commitment 
to the DOE Zero Energy Ready Home™ 
program (formerly DOE Challenge Home).   
Congratulations on providing your homebuyers 
with the highest performing homes in the nation.   
After the sale, it’s time to optimize the appraisal 
process by following these three steps: 

1.  Provide DOE Zero Energy Ready or 
Challenge Home documentation 

2.  Only accept a Certified Residential Green 
Appraiser 

3.  Download, complete and provide  a 
competent appraiser with the Green & 
Energy Efficiency Addendum  

DOE Zero Energy Ready Home & the Appraisal 
Process 



3 | INNOVATION & INTEGRATION: Transforming the Energy Efficiency Market Buildings.Energy.gov 

    
      

   

 

         

   

          

 

          

  

      

     

      

 

      

           

 

          

  

                 

  

                    

       

      

  

  

  

 

 

   

  

    

     

       
  

     

   

 

        
     

DOE Challenge Home Verification  
Projected Rating: Based on Plans - Field Confirmation Required. 

Energy Performance 
House Ty pe DOE Challenge Home Builder Partner ID#

 Single-family det ac hed 12345 

Year built Square footage of Conditioned Space including Basement 

2013 3968.0 

Numbe r of Bedrooms Square footage of Conditioned Space without Basement 

4 2368.0 

Site addre ss (if no t available , list the site Lo t #) Registered Builder 

555 Main St r eet 

Cold City Certified Rater 

MN, 20853 

HERS Index without On-site Generation Date o f Rating 

46 

HERS Ind e x w ith On-site Ge ne ratio n Rating Softw are 
46 REM/Rat e - v 14.2 

HERS Index of the Target Home using size adjustment factor Estimated annual energy c o sts($) 

46 1372 

Estimate d annual e ne rgy use Estimated annual energy savings 

Electric: 10825 kWh \  Natural Gas: 773 Therms Electr ic: 4081 kWh  \  Natural gas: 1171 Ther ms 

Ene rgy c o st rate s Estimated annual emissions reduc tions

 Electr ic: 0.08 $/kWh \ Natural Gas: 0.50 $/Ther ms  CO2: 10.2 tons / SO2: 16.4 lbs / NOx: 31.2 lbs 

DOE Challenge Home Certification 
As the cer tified Rat er for t his house, I cer t ify this house meet s/complies with all mandator y r equir ments of t he DOE Challenge 
home guidelines, including the following: 

X Compliance with all ENERGY STAR Qualified Homes Version 3 r equirements and checklists 

X Compliance with Mandator y Fenestration Requirements 

X Compliance with Mandatory I nsulation Requirements 

X Compliance with Mandator y Duct Location Requirements 

X Compliance with Mandator y Appliance Requir ements 

X Compliance with Mandator y Light ing Requirements 

X Compliance with Mandatory Fan Efficiency Requirements 

X Compliance with Mandator y I ndoor Air Quality Requirements 

X Compliance with Mandator y Renewable Energy Ready Solar Electr ic Requir ements 

X Compliance with Mandator y Renewable Energy Ready Solar Hot Wat er Requir ement s 

This home was qualified via sampling in lieu of testing, in accor dance wit h allowable sampling provisions as st ated in the 
DOE Challenge Home National Pr ogr am Requir ements 

Optional Compliance for Builder Recognition 
I further certify t hat the following also apply to this house: 

YES NO DON'T 
KNOW 

Optio nal Ho me Build er Co mmitme nts fo r Re c o gnitio n 

X Certified under the EPA I ndoor airPLUS Program* 

*Certification under the DOE Challenge Home permits limited exceptions to full compliance with I ndoor air PLUS. Builder s seeking 
t he I ndoor air PLUS label must achieve full compliance with the I ndoor air PLUS Ver ific ation Checklist. 

REM/Rate - Residential Energy A naly sis and Rating So ftw are v14.2 
This infor mation does not const itut e any war r ant y of ener gy cost or savings . 

© 1985-2013 Architectural Energy Corporation, Boulder, Colorado. 

A wide array of programs qualify as 
green or energy efficient including 
the DOE Zero Energy Ready Home 
program.  Use the DOE Zero 
Energy Ready Home or DOE 
Challenge Home Verification form 
to document compliance with the 
program. 

Step One:   
Document Your Third-Party Certification 
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Understand your right to a 
competent appraiser.  In many 
markets you are eligible to specify 
with the lender that you will only 
accept an appraiser from the 
Certified Green Residential 
Appraiser List.  These appraisers 
have been trained to recognize the 
value of high-performance home 
improvements in your DOE Zero 
Energy Ready Home. 

Step Two:   
Only Accept a Certified Residential Green Appraiser 

I 
TIP:   
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Step Two:   
Only Accept a Certified Residential Green Appraiser 

I 
TIP:   

TIP:  If you are selling through a real  
estate agent, know the green MLS 
fields and contract language.  This helps  
you to avoid the risks associated with  
green-washing and helps to support the value 
of green and energy efficient homes by creating 
easier to find comparable homes.  

http://www.greenresourcecouncil.org 
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The Appraisal Institute has 
developed an official form for 
documenting high performance 
home improvements and their 
value.  Download Form 820.04: 
Residential Green and Energy 
Efficient Addendum at: 

http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/assets/
1/7/ai-residential-green-energy-effecient-
addendum-2.pdf 

Step Three:   

Download the Addendum 

DOE Zero Energy 
Ready Home or 
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Complete the Addendum 

Complete the form and provide a 
copy to the appraiser as guidance to 
ensure that all the high-performance 
features of your DOE Zero Energy 
Ready Home are included in the 
final report. 

_____________________________________ 

In the forthcoming guide, A  Blueprint to Unlock 
the Value of the Energy Efficient Home (2013), 
the CNT Energy and the National Home 
Performance Council note that energy 
efficiency programs can complete the form in 
the Addendum format to provide a record of the 
project. 
____________________________ 
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Complete the Addendum 

_____________________________________ 

In A  Blueprint to Unlock the Value of the 
Energy Efficient Home (2013), the CNT Energy 
and the National Home Performance Council 
note that energy efficiency programs can 
complete the form in the Addendum format to 
provide a record of the project. 
____________________________ 

http://www.elevateenergy.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/
Unlocking_the_Value_of_an_Energy_Efficient_Home_
FINAL.pdf 
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Provide your appraiser with the Addendum 

Now it’s in the hands of the 
appraiser, but you have 
maximized your opportunity for 
an appraisal that recognizes the 
value of your high-performance 
home. 
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Residential Green and Energy Addendum 

DOE Zero Energy 
Ready Home 
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Thank You 
Questions? 

For More Information: 
http://energy.gov/eere/buildings/zero-energy-ready-home 

e-mail Contact: 
zero@newportpartnersllc.com 


