
From:  Mohave Sun Power <mohavesunpower@gmail.com> 
To: <txprogram@wapa.gov> 
Date:  4/3/2009 5:12 PM 
Subject:  public comments to Western Transmission Infrastructure Program 
 
Regarding Western's Transmission Infrastructure Program ("Program")   
for Recovery Act funding, we submit the following public comments.   
All of these comments are to better clarify the "Project Readiness"   
criteria critical to the Program's success. They are characteristics   
of projects that have a higher chance of getting financed with   
provisions of the Recovery Act: 
 
1. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on projects   
that are already in a Western LGIP queue. The justification for this   
higher priority is that these projects have made substantial progress   
and investment compared to sites that are not yet in the Western   
queue. They also have a better chance of beginning construction by   
the end of 2010, and can therefore take full advantage of the solar   
Investment Tax Credit cash grant provision of the Recovery Act. 
 
2. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on projects   
that are sited on private land. The justification for this higher   
priority is that the permitting required for projects on private land   
can be accelerated as compared to projects sited on State or Federal   
land. Bypassing State and Federal land grant bottlenecks, they also   
have a better chance of beginning construction by the end of 2010,   
and can therefore take full advantage of the solar Investment Tax   
Credit cash grant provision of the Recovery Act. 
 
3. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on projects   
that have established site control. The justification for this higher   
priority is that these projects have a better chance of beginning   
construction by the end of 2010, and can therefore take full   
advantage of the solar Investment Tax Credit cash grant provision of   
the Recovery Act. There is also less risk that a project will be   
selected for the Program and withdrawn later due to site control   
"fatal flaw" issues that come up after the Program has invested in   
the project. 
 
4. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on projects   
that are adjacent to, interconnecting with, and/or constructing new   
transmission lines in Section 368 Energy Corridors and/or Utility   
Corridors. The justification for this higher priority is that the   
NEPA permitting (EIS) has already been conducted for the transmission   
line right-of-way, and development and permitting delays will be   
minimized. Another advantage is the potential to have natural gas   
pipelines in the Energy/Utility Corridor, which can provide backup   
fuel for the renewable project, resulting in a minimization of NEPA   
permitting boundaries and time, as well as better utilization of the   
products available in the Energy/Utility Corridor. They also have a   
better chance of beginning construction by the end of 2010, and can   
therefore take full advantage of the solar Investment Tax Credit cash   
grant provision of the Recovery Act. 
 
5. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on solar   
generator projects over wind generator projects, because solar   



generators better track the electrical peak load profile. 
 
6. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on solar   
generator projects with energy storage capability over those without,   
because solar generators with energy storage better track the   
electrical peak load profile. 
 
7. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on projects   
that use proven and financeable technologies (e.g., parabolic trough,   
molten salt storage) over projects that use emerging technologies   
(e.g., Stirling dish, linear Fresnel concentrators, solar chimney,   
solar tower). The justification for this higher priority is that   
proven technologies have a better chance of beginning construction by   
the end of 2010, and can therefore take full advantage of the solar   
Investment Tax Credit cash grant provision of the Recovery Act. They   
also have a better chance of being financed and built. 
 
8. We believe that Western should put a higher priority on projects   
that have completed a System Impact Study (SIS). The justification   
for this higher priority is that these projects have made substantial   
progress and investment compared to sites that have not completed the   
SIS. This significant technical milestone gives the project a better   
chance of beginning construction by the end of 2010, therefore being   
able to take full advantage of the solar Investment Tax Credit cash   
grant provision of the Recovery Act. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
   Greg Bartlett & Mitchell Dong 
   Mohave Sun Power LLC 
   mohavesunpower@gmail.com 
   (602) 451-6020 
 
 



From:  Greg Bartlett <gbartlett@pgix.com> 
To: <txprogram@wapa.gov> 
Date:  4/3/2009 5:28 PM 
Subject:  public comments to Western Transmission Infrastructure Program 
 
Regarding Western's Transmission Infrastructure Program for Recovery   
Act funding, we submit the following public comment. 
 
Western's Mead Phoenix Project (MPP) 500 kV transmission system is   
located in a prime region for renewable energy projects, both solar   
and wind. MPP was originally designed as an HVDC system. It has been   
operated as an AC transmission system since it first came online.   
There is a finite probability that the MPP will one day be converted   
to HVDC. Large generators connected to the MPP are required (by the   
MPP LGIP Agreement) to bear the financial burden of any conversion at   
their facility (or change their interconnection to an alternate AC   
transmission system). Both options are extremely expensive to the   
renewable energy facility. 
 
We request that Western, the largest Participant in the MPP,   
establish a reserve account to be used for financing the HVDC   
conversion of MPP-connected renewable energy generators, if MPP is so   
converted in the future. This will encourage renewable projects to   
connect to the MPP, and will help them to get financed. Without this   
reserve, it will be difficult for developers to get their MPP   
projects financed, due to the risk of substantial conversion costs   
occurring at an unknown time. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
   Greg Bartlett 
   Mohave Sun Power LLC 
   mohavesunpower@gmail.com 
   (602) 451-6020 
 


	Interested_Parties_Mohave_Sun_Power_WAPA_040309
	Interested_Parties_Mohave_Sun_Power_comments_WAPA_040309

